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P  E  E  F  A  C  E. 

The  Handbook  for  Switzerland  has  now  reached  the  eleventh  edition,  and 
owes  its  success,  and  the  favour  of  travellers,  and  the  number  of  imitators 
it  has  found  in  France  and  Germany,  to  the  circumstance  that  its  informa- 
tion was  drawn  from  practical  knowledge  of  the  country,  gained  on  the 
spot;  and  that  it  was  not  a  mere  compilation  from  other  books.  The 
author,  in  the  first  instance  by  his  own  travels  through  the  country,  and 
afterwards  by  the  aid  of  exixjrienced  editors  whom  he  has  called  in  to 
revise  the  book,  has  endeavoured  to  bring  down  the  information  of  every 
edition  to  the  time  of  its  appearance,  taking  note  of  all  changes  and 
improvements  that  have  occurred. 

The  Handbook  was  the  first  guide  which,  instead  of  stopping  short 
north  of  the  Great  Chain,  carried  travellers  down  to  the  more  sunny  and 
beautiful  peaks  and  valleys  of  the  Italian  Alps.  It  still  remains  the  only 
complete  single  Guide-book  for  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  as  well  as  for 
Switzerland.  These  regions,  previously  a  terra  incognita  to  Englishmen, 
are  now  equally  resorted  to  and  held  in  as  great  repute  for  the  b^uty  and 
grandeur  of  their  scenery. 

The  routes  in  the  Handbook  have  been  rearranged,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  travellers — all  changes  and  improvements  in  roads, 
railways,  and  steamers  have  been  noticed — and  a  vast  numl>er  of  new 
poads  over  little-known  Alpine  Passes  have  bee©  described  in  the  present 
and  preceding  editions.  Plans  of  the  principal  towns  are  added.  This 
edition  is  corrected  as  far  as  possible  up  to  the  time  of  publication,  and 
contains  notices  of  the  railways  which  now  bring  Switzerland  almost,  as  it 
were,  to  our  own  door. 

An  Index  has  been  prepared  for  tlie  Swiss  Handbook,  independent  of 
the  Section  relating  to  Savoy  and  Piedmont ;  and  as  each  is  furnished 
^vith  a  map,  the  two  parts  may  be  bound  up  separately  for  convenience, 
without  injuring  the  completeness  of  either. 

Works  of  Reference  on  Switzerland,  Savoy,  and  Piedmont : — 
BrockedoD — Passes  of  the  Alps,  2  vols.  4to* 
Sauasure— Voyages  dims  les  Alpes.  * 
Forbes,  Professor— Travels  i^  the  Alp*  of  Savoy,  royal  8vo.     Norway. 

' Tour  of  Mont  Blanc  and  Monte  Rosa. 

History  of  Switzerland,  by  the  U.  K.  S.,  1  vol. 

Miiller's  History  of  Switzerland  to  1842.     14  vols. 

Tyndall,  Professor— The  Gladers  of  the  Alps. 

Journal  of  ther  Alpine  Club — Peak^  Passes,  and  Glaciers. 

J^'or  botanists,  d'Anffreville's  Flore  Yallaisanne,  Genera,  1863. 

Latrobe's  Alpenstock. 
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%^  TIio  names  of  many  placei  are  nMesnrily  repeated  in  several  Routea ;  hat  to  fhellitate 
rererence,  they  are  printed  in  Italics  unly  in  those  Uoutes  under  vlilch  tltey  are  fully 
deMsrtbed. 
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1  B'lsle  to  Berne,  by  the  Mun^ 
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(^RaUtcay) — the  Weissen$tein  •       9 
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6  Basle  to  Zurich,  6//  Railway    .     16 

7  Basle     to     Schaffhawen    and 

Constance  —  Falls    of   Rhine 
(Railway)      .         .         .  .19 

8  SchafThausen      to     Constance 

(Rail tray) — LaJu!  of  Constance,     23 

9  SchafThausen  to  Zurich  {Rhein' 

fall  Railway)  .         .         .28 
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{Railway)       .         ,         .         .71 

24  Lucerne    to    Berne,  by  Rail- 

way      ,        .        .        ,        .72 

25  The  Bernese  Oberland. —  77 
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c  Lauterbrunnen  to  Grindelwald 
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D  Grindelwald  to  Reicfienbach  or 

Meyringen — Oreat  Scheidech  •  91 
£  Meyrineen    to    Brienz    and 

Interlaken— (rtes8&acA  Folia  .     93 
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46  Berne  to  Lausanne,  by  Morat 

and  Aveiiches  (Ayenticum)    •  148 

48  Berne  to  Neuch&tel  and  Lau- 

sanne .        .        .        .151 

49  Bienne  to  Tverdwa  and  Lau* 

sanne,  by  the  Lakes  of  Bienne 
and  NeuchAtel  {Railway)       .  155 

50  Neucb&tel  to  Chaax  de  Fond* 

»nd  Le  Locle  (Rail.)      .         .158 

51  Pontarlier    (in    France)    to 

Neuch&tel,  by  Trovers  {Rail. )    160 

52  Tverdun,  or  Lausanne,  to  the 

LacdeJonx  .         .        .  162 

53  Lyons,  or  Macon,  to  Geneva 

{Railway)      .         .        .        ,164 

55  (reneva  to  Villeneuce,  by  Za»' 

sanne,  Vevay,  and  Chillon, 
Lake  of  Geneva  {Railway)       .  176 

56  Villeneuve  to  Skm  {Railwatf)  .  187 

57  Geneva  to  Martigny,  by  TTiO' 

non  and  Meillerie,  alon?  the 
south  shore  of  the  Lake  of 
Geneva        .        .        .        .193 

58  Bex  to  Sion,  by  les  Liablerete 

and  Col  de  CMville        .        .  195 

59  Passage  of  the  Sin^kn-^ian. 

to  Domod'Osaoia    .        .        .197 

60  Turtman    to    the  iEggisch- 

horn,  by  the  Ldtschsattel       .  204 

61  Viesch  to  Crodo  in  Val  Anti- 

gorio,  by  the  Bmnen  Thai     ,  205 

62  Pass  of  the  Gries -^  Oherges" 

teln  to  Domo  d'Ossola,  by 
the  Val  Formazza  {Pommat) 
and  Falls  of  the  Ibsa     .        .  207 

63  Pass  of  the  Mfenen  (Novena), 

from  Obergesteln  to  Airolo  .  209 

65  Ziirich  to  Rorschach  by  Rail' 

tcay^3t.Gall        .         .         .210 

66  Rorschach  to  Coire,  by  Ragatz 

{Rail.)-^Baths  of  Pfejfers       .  212 

67  Bregenz  to  Coire,  by  Vadvx     .  220 
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68  Rorschach  or  St.  Gall  to  Qais 

and  Appenzell,  with  Excur- 
sions to  the  Weis8bad,the  Wild" 
kirchlein,  and  the  ffoch  Sentis  221' 

69  Sl  Gall  to  Uznach,  by  ifdn- 

richsbad  and  Herisau     .        •  225 

71  Wyl  to  Coire— The  7b^^«i6«n7  226 

72  Wesea,  or  Richterschwyl,  to 

Schwytz —  Finsiedeln —  Mor^ 
garten 227 

73  Schwytz  to  Glarus,  by  Muotta, 

the  Pragel  Pass,  and  the 
Kldnthal        .        .        .        .231 

74  Wesen  to  Glarus  and  the  Baths 

of  atachelberg         .         .        .234 

75  Muotta  to  Stachelbere,  by  the 

Bisithal,  or  to  Alton,  by  the 
Kimig  Kulm  .        .        .238 

76  Stachelbei^g  to  Altor^  by  the 

KlausenPass  .        .        .240 

77  Stachelberg  to  Disentis,  by  the 

Sand  Grot      .         .        .         .241 

78  Stachelberg  to  Brigels,  OTcr 

the  Kistengrat       .        .        .242 

79  Glarus    or     Stachelbere;    to 

HeichentM^Richetli  taiaSeg' 

nes  Passes      ....  24» 

80  Ghims  to  Hans,  by  the  Pa- 

nixer  Pass     ....  244 

82  Coire,  up  the    Valley  of  the 

Vorder'Rhein,  to  Disentis,  and 
across  the  Ober-alp  to  An- 
dermatt        ....  246 

83  Amsteg  to  IHsentis,  by  the 

Pass  of  the  Kreuzli       .        .  249 

84  Disentis    to  Airolo,   by  the 

Uomo  Pass     .         .         .         .251 

85  Pass  of  the  Lukmanier  —  Di- 

sentis to  Olivone,  in  the  Val 
Blegno 251 

86  Hans  to  Olivone^the  Disrut 

and  Greina    ....  253 

87  Coire  to  Chiaverma —  Via  Mala 

—Pass  of  the  SplUgen     .        .  254 

88  Andeer  to  Casaocia,  by  the 

Aversthal,  fitrcvla  and  Sep- 
timer  Passes  .        .        .         .262 

89  Spliigen  to  Ilanz,  by  the  Pass 

of  the  Valserberg,  and  the 
Peter's  Thai  .        .        .263 

90  Reichenau  to  SpHigen,  by  the 

Savienthal  and  Pass  of  the 
LochKherg    ....  265 

91  Pass  of  the  ^tfrnardifi.— Splu- 

gen  to  Bellinzcma.       •        •  265 
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92  Pass  of  the  Julier,  from  Coire 

to  Samadiin  . 

93  Coire  to  Samaden  in  the  Bn- 

gadine,  by  WeisseTtstem  and 
the  Aibuia  Pass   . 

94  Ghiavenna  to  Samaden,  by  the 

Val  Bregaglia  and  the  Pass 
of  the  Maloggia  or  McUoya 

95  The  Eivgadine.  —  Samaden  to 

Naitders  and    the  Pass   of 
Finstermiinz       •        • 


268 


271 


272 


274 
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96  Pass  of  the  Bemma^  from 
Samaden  in  the  Engadine, 
by  Pontrcsina,  to  Tiram  in 
the  Vaheline        .        .        .277 

98  The  Prattigau;  Coire  or  Ra- 

^tz  to  Siiss,  in  the  Enga- 
aine 281 

99  Coire  to  Davos- Plaz  and  JT/os- 

*<?rs— Pass  of  the  Strela        .  282 
ibO  Plaz  to  Suss,  by  the  Fiuekt 
Pass 283 

285 
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route 

•111  Domo  d'Ossola  to  Arona — 
Lago  Moifgiore      ,         .         , 

112  Domo  d*Ossola  to  Locarno, 

by  Vai  Vegezzo   . 

113  Bellinzona    to  Locarno   and 

Magadmo     .... 

114  Bellinzona  to   Lugnno  and 

Como,  by  Monte  Cenere 

115  Baveno  to  Lake  of  Como,  by 

Luino  and  Lake  of  Lugano 

116  Chiavenna  to  Lecco     . 

117  Arona  to  Varallo  . 

118  Baveno  to  Varallo,  by  Lake 

of  Orta  or  by  Val  Strom 

119  Varallo  to  Akupior—Val Sesia  329 

121  Vogogna  to  Macugnaga — Val 

Anzasca       • 

122  Macugnaga     to    Visp,    by 

Monte  Moro  and  Saas   . 

123  Varallo  to  Val  Anzasca,  by 

the  Val  Mastalone,  or  by 
Val  SermerUa 

124  Macugnaga  to  Gressonay,  by 

the  l\irlo  and  Col  dfOllen, 
or  by  the  Col  di  Val  Dob^ 
hia     .        .        ,        , 

125  Gressonay  to  ChatiUon,  by 

the  Col  deBanzola,  or  by  the 
JBetta  Furca 


307 


311 


312 

314 

316 
321 
323 

326 


330 


334 


338 


339 


345 
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127  Visp   to  Zermatt — Hiffelberg 

— (J lacier  Excursions     .         .347 

128  Zermatt  to  Chdtiltm  or  Gres- 

sonay—5^  T/ieodide  Pass    .  356 

129  St.  Nicholas  to  Evolena,  by 

the    Turtinan  Thai  and   the 
^Einfisch  Thai 

131  Aosta  to  Evolena  and  Sion, 

by  the' Co/  de  Collon 

132  Evolena  to  Zermatt,  by  the 

Cold'Erin   , 
134  Turin  to    Aosta   and    Cout' 


359 
363 
364 


mayeur,  by  Ivrea — JSiella, — 
The  Val  df  Aosta 


366 


135  Martigny  to  Aosta. — Pass  of 

the  Great  St.  Bernard  .         .  376 

136  Martigny  to  Aosta,  by  the 
Val  de  Bagnes,   the  Col  des 


Fenetres,  and  Val  Pellma 

137  Martigny  to  Courmayeur     . 
A  by  the  Col  de  Ferrex  . 

B  by  the  Col  de  la  Fenetre     . 
C  by  the  Col  de  Serena  . 

138  Geneva  to  Chammmi 

139  Chamouni  to    Courmayeur, 

by  the  Col  du  Bonhomme  and 
the  Col  de  la  Seigne 
141  Chamouni   to  Martigny,  by 
the  Tete  Noire      . 


384 
388 
388 
389 
390 
390 


405 
410 
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142  Martigny  to  Cbamouni,   by 

the  Col  de  BcUme         •        .  412 

143  Servoa  to  Geneya,  bj  8ist — 

ih^Buet      .        •        .        .414 

144  Sizt  to  Ifonffiey--Val  dtHliez  416 

146  Aosto  to  Ponto  in  Vald^Orca^ 

hj  Cb^Mand  Vol  Soanna   •  417 

147  PonU  to  VUlawvtoe^  bj  the 

Vol  Sax>arancihe   •        .        •  422 

148  AostA  to  Bourg  SUMaurioeym 

the  Tarentaise,  by  the  Vol 
Oriacmohe  and  Col  du  Mont  •  425 

149  Courmayeur    to   Bourg  Bt. 

Maurice,  by  the  LitM  Bt. 
Bernard— the  Belvedere      .  428 

150  Sallenches  to  VffSpital  Con^ 

flans  (^AlbertvUle),  by  Ugme 
and  Becttrfort       .        •        .  430 

151  Geneva    to    ChamUry,    by 

Aix  le$  Bains  (nil)      .        .  432 

152  Geneva  to  Aiguille,  on  the 

Mont  Cenis  road,  by  Annecy  435 

153  Lyons  to  Chambery,  by  Les 

EcheUes  or  Aiguebellette        .  438 

154  Chambery  to  Turin  — Jfon* 

Cenis.  i2atV  to  St.  Michel    .442 

155  Mont  Cenis  to  Susa,  by  the 

Little  Mcni  Cenis  and  the 
Col  de  Clairie      .        .        .446 

156  Chambery  to  Lanslebonrg, 

by    the    Tarentaise  —  Col 
dflseran^Col  de  la  Leisse     •  449 
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157  MoutiersTarentaisetoLans- 

lebourgfbytheCo/dtfFonotM  454 

158  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne  to 

Bourg  d'Oysans,  by  the  Col 
d^Arves,  and  Col  du  Pri 
Nouceau       •        •        •        •  456 

159  Grenoble     to   Brian^onj   by 

Botirg  cTOysana  and  the  Col 
de  LatUaret         •        •        •  457 

160  Brian^on    to  Snsa,    by  the 

Pass  of  the  Mont  Geniere    .  460 

161  Briancon  to  Pignerol,  by  the 

Col  de  Sestrieres  .        .        .  462 

162  Pignerol  to  Mont  Dauphin, 

by  the  Valleys  of  the  Vaudois 
and  the  Col  de  la  Croix        •  464 

163  Mont  Dauphin    to  SaluzzOj 

by  the  Col  de  la  Traoersette .  468 

165  Abri^  to  Cuneo,  by   Vol 
Vraita  or  Val  Maira    .         .471 

166  Cuneo  to  Embrun,  by  the  Col 

d'ArgentUre  and  Barcelonette  473 

168  Digne^  in  the  Valley  of  the 

Durance,  to  Barcelonette,  by 
Colmar  and  Alos  .         .  477 

169  Barcelonette  to  BrianQon,  by 

the  Valley  of  the  Uhaye  and 
St.  Veran     .        .        .        .479 

170  BriaD9on,  or  Mont  Dauphin, 

to  Grenoble,  by  Val  Louise 
and  La  Bdrarde  •        •        •  481 
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INTRODUCTORY  INFORMATION. 


i  1.  Passports  and  Custom-houses. 

The  passport  system  is  abolished  in  Bavaria,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Holland, 
France,  Italy,  Prussia,  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Norway.  In  all  other  European 
countries  it  is  maintained.  Notwithstanding  this  no  English  traveller 
should  venture  abroad  for  a  journey  of  any  length  without  a  passport  as  a 
proof  of  his  nationality.  He  may  otherwise  be  marched  under  arrest,  for 
miles  along  a  hot,  dusty  road,  to  some  Sous  PrefSt's  residence,  under  the 
suspicion  of  his  not  being  an  Englishman  at  all.  A  passport  can  be  procured 
at  the  Foreign- Office,  Downing  Street,  by  leaving  or  sending  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  any  M.P.,  or  London  banker,  magistrate,  clergyman, 
solicitor,  or  surgeon,  and  calling  or  sending  the  next  dky  for  the  passport, 
for  which  a  fee  of  28.  is  charged.  Persons  intending  to  enter  the  Austrian 
States  should  obtain  the  visa  of  the  Austrian  ambassador  in  London,  which 
is  given  gratis  at  Ghandos  House,  Cavendish  Square. 

The  traveller  should  take  care  to  procure  all  the  visas  he  is  even  likely 
to  want  before  he  leaves  London,  as  he  thereby  saves  himself  much  trouble 
and  annoyance.  Those  who  have  not  time  or  a  servant  at  their  disposal 
should  forward  their  letters  of  recommendation  to  Lee,  440,  Strand,  or  to 
Dorrell  and  Son,  15,  Charing  Cross,  who  for  a  small  charge  will  procure 
the  passports  and  visas,  and  will  also  mount  the  passport  in  a  case, 
which  some  travellers  prefer.  For  further  information  see  Handbook 
for  ike  Continent  f  or  Handbook  for  France, 

Cwtom-housea, — The  Swiss  now  levy  import-dues  only  on  a  few  bulky 
articles,  and  no  examination  of  passengers*  luggage  is  made  on  entering  or 
leaving  the  country.  Examinations  are  made  on  entering  France,  Italy, 
Austria,  or  the  German  States. 

§  2.  Routes  to  Switzbrlani>— Skeleton  Tours. 

There  are  now  several  routes  by  which  Switzerland  may  be  very  speedily 
reached  from  London  : — 

a.  By  Basle. 

6.  By  Friedrichshafen. 

c.  By  NeuchateL 

d.  By  Geneva. 

a.  Basle  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Paris,  11  hours;  Paris  to  Basle  (railway  by  Troyes,  IS} 

hours  ;  bv  Strasbourg  17  hours), 
liondon  to  Mayence  by  Dover,  Ostend,  and  Rhine  Railway,  25}  hours  i 

Mayence  to  Basle  (railway)  9  hours.  Or 
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London  to  Cologne  by  Antwerp,  28  hours ;  Cologne  to  Frankfort 
(steamer  and  railway),  15  hours  ;  Frankfort  to  Iktsle  (railway),  8j^ 
hours  (or  through  to  Ziirich,  11  hours). 
A  cheaper  but  slower  route  is  by  Rotterdam  and  the  Rhine. 

From  Basle  the  traveller  may  go— 
To  Lncerne  (railway). 
To  Berne  (railway). 
To  Ziirich  (railway). 
To  Geneva  by  Bienne,  Keuch&tel,  Lausanne,   &c.    (railways   and 

steamer). 
To  SchafPnausen  (railway). 
To  Constance  (raUway  and  steamer). 

h,  Friedbichshafen  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Mayence,  25.^  hours  ;  Mayencc  to  Friedrichshafen,  12  hours. 

I^ndon  to  Paris,  11  hours  ;  Paris  to  Friedrichshafen,  by  Forbach  and 
Ludwigshafen,  25^  hours.  This  is  a  very  pleasant  way  of  entering 
Switzerland.  From  Friedrichshafen  the  traveller  may  go  to  Ziirich 
by  Romanshom  (steamer  and  railway),  or  to  Coire  by  railway. 

c.  Neuchatel  may  be  reached — 

I/>ndon  to  Paris,  11  hours;  Paris  to  Salins  by  Dijon,  9  hours  ;  Salins 
to  Neuch&tel,  about  50  miles,  by  rail  all  the  way.  This  is  the  most 
direct  and  quickest  route  to  Switzerland. 

d.  Geneva  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Paris,  II  hours;  Paris  to  Geneva  by  Macon  (railway), 
144  hours, 
a  or  J  will  be  adopted  by  those  who  wish  to  visit  first  Lucerne  or  the 
Bernese  Oberland ;  d  by  those  who  aim  at  Chamouni  and  Zermatt. 

The  traveller  with  his  knapsack  who  requires  no  more  than  a  night's 
lodging  at  Paris  may  drive  at  once  to  one  of  the  inns  opposite  the  terminus 
of  the  Chemin  de  Fer  de  TEst ;  whence  he  will  have  to  start  in  the  morning, 
if  he  travels  by  routes  a,  c,  or  d. 

For  the  guidance  of  travellers,  skeleton  tours  are  here  given,  adapted 
to  the  convenience  and  taste  of  persons  of  different  degrees  of  bodily 
strength,  and  using  different  modes  of  conveyance. 

The  two  first  toui-s  are  tolerably  complete ;  other  tours  are  framed  so 
as  to  show  what  may  be  done  within  a  given  time  ;  but  no  sounder  advice 
can  be  given  to  those  who  desire  real  and  thorough  enjoyment  in  tra- 
velling than  carefully  to  abstain  from  doing  all  that  can  be  done  in  the 
time  at  their  disposal.  The  grandest  scenes  of  nature  cannot  be  fully 
apprehended  at  a  glance,  and  the  impression  which  will  be  retained  of 
sublime  objects  seen  repeatedly,  and  under  varyincr  conditions  of  w^eather 
and  light,  will  be  far  more  prized  than  the  crowd  of  imi)erfect  images  that 
can  alone  be  carried  away  by  a  weary  traveller  in  the  course  of  an  always 
hurried  advance  from  one  place  to  another. 

Each  traveller  must,  however,  decide  for  himself  the  spots  in  which  he 
may  choose  to  halt,  and  the  following  outlines  may  conveniently  be  used 
fbr  any  portion  of  the  alpine  chain  which  it  is  desired  to  explore.  The 
4if5cult  passes  are  not  included,  as  those  who  are  able  to  cross  them  ought 
to  be  prepared  by  previous  training  and  knowledge  of  the  country. 
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A. — ^TouB  FOB  Persons  who  do  not  ride  :  hhout  six  <^eeks  of  easy 
travelling.  Those  portions  which  cannot  be  traversed  in  a  carriage 
are  marked  as  Char-road.  A  few  easy  excursions,  which  may  be 
accomplished  in  a  chaise  ajoorteur,  are  given  in  italics. 


Basle. 

MiinsterthaL 

Bienne. 

Weissenstein. 

Lucerne. 

Weggis,  by  steamer. 

AsceSi  Highij  cmd  retiern, 

Fluelen,  by  steamer. 

Drive  to  Altorf,  and  return. 

Lucerne,  by  steamer. 

Thun,  by  Entlebuch. 

Interlaken,  by  steamer. 

Lauterbrunnen,  and  thence  to  Grin- 
delwald,  by  char ;  returning  to  In- 
terlaken. 

Brienz,  by  steamer. 

Beichenbach,  by  char. 

Visit  Gie^xichf  and  return  to  Inter- 
laken. 

Thun. 

Bern. 

Freyburg. 

Lausanne. 

Genera. 

SaUenches. 

Chamouni,  by  char. 

Montanvert, 

Fleg^re. 

Return  to  Geneva. 

Vevay,  by  steamer. 


Chillon.    (Hotel  Byron.) 

Bex.     (Making  an  excursion  by  char 

to  Sepey,  in  the  Yal  des  Ormonds, 

and  returning  to  the  high  road  at 

Aigle. 
Sierre,  by  Martigny  and  Sion. 
Excursion  by  char  to  the  Baths  of 

Leuk,  and  return  to  high  road. 
Brieg. 

Domo  d'  Ossola,  by  Simplon. 
Baveno. 

Borromean  Islands. 
Luino,  by  boat. 
Lugano. 
Boat  to  Forlezaa;  thence  by  char  to 

Menaggio,    and    by  boat   to   Va- 

renna  or  Bellagio. 
Chiavenna. 
Andeer,  by  Splfigen. 
Coire. 
Sargans,  visiting    on    the    way  the 

Baths  of  Pfeffers. 
Wallenstadt. 
Wesen. 
Carriage     to     Rapperschwyl,     and 

steamer  on  Lake  of  Zurich. 
Schaifhausem 
Constance. 
Friedrichshafen,  by  steamer. 


B. — ^The  foregoing  Eoute  may  be  varied  by  going  at  first  fi"om  Basle 
to  Zurich  by  Kaihvay. 


Horgen,  Zng,  and  Immensee. 

Ascend  the  Rujhi  and  descend  to  Weggis. 

Fluelen,  by  steamer. 

Lucerne. 

Samen,  &c.,  by  the  Brtmig :  carriage 

road  to  Keichenbach  and  Brientz 

(Qiesbach  by  boat). 


Interlaken. 

Lautcrbrunnen-  and  Grindelwald,  re- 
turning to 
Interlaken.  • 

(Thun,  &c,  as  in  preceding  route.) 
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C. — ^RouTE  BY  Bbidle-pathb  AND  Carriage-boads,  including  most  of 
the  remarkable  scenery  of  the  Central  Alps.  Three  months.  It  is 
assumed  that  wherever  there  is  a  good  carriage-road  it  should  be  used. 
A  few  excursions  on  foot  are  given  in  italics. 


Basle  to  Lucerne,  by  Railway;  or  by 

Schaffhausen  and  ZUrich. 
Ascend  the  Rigi  from  Arth  or  Im- 

mensee. 
Descend  to  Weggis. 
Return  to  Lucerne. — Mount  Pilate. 
By  Stanz  to  Engelberg. 
By  Surenen  Pass  to  Altdorf. 
By  Andermatt  to  HospitaL 
Pass  of  the  Furca  to  the  Qrimsel. 
Excursion  to  the  Lower  Glacier  of 

the  Aar. 
Baths  of  Reichenbach. 
Pass  of  the  Scheideck. 
Faulhom. 
Grindelwald. 
Excursion  to  the  Lower  Glacier  of 

Grindelwald. 
Wengern  Alp  to  Lauterbrunnen. 
Miirren  and  Fall  of  Schmadribach. 
Interlaken. 
Excursion  to  the  Giesbach,  and  back. 

— ^Winunls  and  ascent  of  Kiesen. 
Thun. 

Saanen,  by  the  Simmenthal. 
Vevey,  by  the  Dent  de  Jaman. 
Chillon,  &o. 
Lausanne. 
Geneva. 

Excursion  to  the  Sal^ve. 
Sallenches. 
Chamouni. 
MontanverU 

Martigny. 

Orsidres. 

Cormayeur,  by  Col  de  Ferret 

Ascent  of  the  Cramont, 

Aosta. 

Excursion  to  the  Hospice  of  the  St 

Bernard,  and  return. 
Chatillon. 
St  Jean  de    Gressonay,   by  Brus- 

sone. 
Mollia,  by  Riva  and  the  Col  di  Val 

Dobbia. 
VaraUo. 
Orta. 

Excursion  to  the  Motterone. 
Yanzone  in  the  Val  Amasca,  by  Vo- 

gogna. 
Alacugnaga. 


•  Mdtmark  or  Sacu^  by  the  Monte  Moro, 

Sion. 

Evolena. 

St.  Luc,  in  Einfisch  Thai. 

Gruben,  in  Turtman  Thai. 

St.  Niklaus. 

Zermatt. 

Riffelberg  and  Gomer  Grat. 

Atcent  to  Schwarze  See  and  Hdrtdi, 

Yisp,  in  the  valley  of  the  Rhone. 

Bel  Alp. 

.^ggischhom  HoteL 

Ascend  the  Aeggischhom, 

Brieg. 

Domo  d'Ossola,  by  Simplon. 

Bavena 

Borromean  Isles. 

Luino. 

Lugano. 

Excursion  to  Monte  Salvatore. 

By  Porlezza  and  Menaggio  to  Bel- 

lagio,  on  the  Lake  of  Uomo. 
Varenna. 

Lecco,  by  the  Val  Sassina, 
Como,  by  Erba. 
Colico,  by  steamer. 
Chiavenna. 
Andeer,  by  Splueen. 
Coire,  by  Via  Biala. 
Ragatz  and  Pfeffers. 
Wesen,  by  Wallenstadt 
Stachelberg. 

Altdorf,  by  Elausen  Pass. 
Schwytz. 

Glarus,  by  Muotta  Thai. 
St  Gall. 
Rorschach. 
Friedrichshafen. 

*  Those  who  fear  to  undertake  the 
Pass  of  the  Moro  may  vary  the  route 
by  returning  from  Macugnaga  to  Vo« 
gogna,  proceeding  thence  by  steamer 
on  the  Lago  Masgiore  to  Locarno  or 
Magadino,  and  tnenoe  by  Bellinzona 
and  Airolo  over  the  Niirenen  Pass  to 
Obergesteln  in  the  Upper  Vidais. 
From  Obergesteln  to  the  JE^;^iflch- 
hom,  thence  to  Zermatt  retnmmg  to 
Visp  and  Bri^,  and  thence  by  the 
Simplon  to  Domo  d'Ossola.  The  above 
route  would  be  r^oined  at  Baveno*  j 
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D. — TouB  OF  14  OB  16  Days,  bard  trayelling  and  fine  weather. 


Dayi. 

Schaffhausen. 

1  { Bhine  falL 

Zurich.    Or 
Friedrichshafen. 
l{Romaiishom. 
Zug.    Or 
Basle. 
'  I  Lucerne. 

2  RigL 
gfAltorf. 

(Andermatt 

4  GrimseL 

5  Reichenbach  and  RosenlauL 

6  By  Grindelwald  to  Wengem  Alp. 


Days. 

7  By  Lauterbnumen  and  Intorlaken 

to  Frutigen. 

8  By  Gemmi  to  Leukerbad. 

9  l^artignT  and  Col  de  Bahne. 
101 

ll>Chamoiuii. 
12) 

13  Geneva. 

14  Tour  of  the  Lake  to  Lausanne. 

15  Bern. 

16  Basle. 

3,  4,  and  5  may  be  shortened  to  one 
day  by  crossing  the  Briinig  to  Mey- 
ringen. 


E. — TouB  FOR  MoDEBATB  Pedestbians,  keeping  to  the  higher  parts  of 
the  Swiss  and  Savoy  Alps.  It  is  assumed  that  some  days  of  rest  should 
be  allowed  to  intervene,  and  that  the  passes  or  ascents  marked  in  italics 
should  not  be  attempted  except  in  settled  fine  weather,  and  with  ex- 
perienced guides. 


Dayi. 

1  Friedrichshafen  by  steamer  to 
Rorschach;  thence  by  rail  to 
Ra^atz;  visit  Ffaffers;  sleep  at 
Coire. 
^'  Diligence  to  Lenz,  walk  over  the 
Albula  Pass  to  Fonte;  sleep  at 
Samaden. 

3  Visit     liosegg     or    Mortiratsch 

Glacier;  sleep  at  Pontresina. 

4  Ascend  the  Fit  LcmguardL 

5  To  Casaccia,  by  Maloya  Pass. 

6  Acdeer,  by  I'orcella   Pass    and 

Avers  Thai. 

7  Via  Mala  to  Reichenan  or  Films. 

8  To  Ehn,  by  Segues  Pass. 

9  Baths    of  Stachelberg,    by    the 

Richetli  Pass. 

10  Excursion  to  Sand  Alp. 

11  Elansen  Pass  to  AlCorf. 

12  Surraen  Pass  to  Eneelberg. 

13  Ascend  the  TUlis^  and  sleep  at  the 

Inn  on  the  Engstlen  Alp. 

14  To  Im  Hof,  and  Grimsel  Hospice. 
151  ^elhom  and  Oberaar  Glacier. 
16/  Glacier  of  the  Rhone. 

17  Strahleck  Pass  to  Grindelwald. 

18  Inn  on  the  Wengem  Alp. 

19  By  Lanterbmnnen  to  the  chllet 

of  the  Steinberg  Alp. 

20  To  Kandersteg,  by  ihe  TKkingel 

Olaoier  and  Gwiermk  Thai. 


j  Days. 

21  Baths  of  Lenk,  by  Gemmi  Pass. 

22  Ascend  the  Torrenthom, 

23  By  Viesch,  or  by  the  Lotschsattel, 

to  Hotel  on  the  jaSgnschhom. 
241iE^gischhom,    Aletsch    Glacier, 

25  i  &c. 

26  To  Saas,  by  Viesch  and  Visp. 

27  Excursion  to  Fee  Alp;  sleep  at 

Mafcmark. 

28  Macugnaga  by  Monte  Moro. 

29  Excursion  to  Macugnaga  Glacier. 

30  Sleep  at  Vanzone. 

31  Varallo,  by  Val  Mastalone. 

32  Alagna. 

33  Exc.  to  Pile  Alp  and  Yal  di  Bonrs. 

34  Gressoney,  by  Col  d'Ollen  or  Col 

di  Val  Dobbia. 

35  Ascend  the  Grauluntpt, 

36  Breuil,  by  the  Cimes  Bknches,  or  in 

two  days  by  Brussone  and  Ch&- 
tiUon. 

37  ToBXSelh&rglBioieUbytheTfiMuh 

Fats. 
38] 

39  Excursions  about  Zermatt. 
40 

41  Sleep  at  St.  Nicolas. 

42  By  %rimanthal  and  Meiden  Pan  to 

Imc, 

43  Arpitetta  Alp  and  ZinaL 

44  Evolena,  by  Torrent  Pass. 


xyl  §   3.— SWISS  MOHEY.      §  4. — MEASURES. 


Days. 

45  Col  de  Collon  to  Prerayen. 

46  Yalpellina  to  Aosta. 

47  Cormayeur, 

48  Ascend  the  Cramont. 

49)  To  Chamouni,  hy  Col  de  Bon- 
50/  homme,  &c. 


DajB. 

51 1  Breven. 

62  \Jardin, 

From  10  to  14  days  additional 
should  be  allowed  for  rest  and  de- 
tention by  bad  weather. 


§  3.  MONEY. 

The  coinage  of  Switzerland,  by  a  decree  of  the  Diet  of  1850,  has  been 
reduced  to  conformity  with  that  of  France.  The  current  money  is  francs 
and  centimes,  and  accounts  are  now  kept  in  these,  the  old  Swiss  batz  being 
no  longer  a  legal  tender.  This  new  and  uniform  coinage  for  the  whole  of 
Switzerland  is  distinguished  by  the  word  Helvetia  on  the  obverse,  and  is 
amongst  the  best  in  Europe. 

The  silver  coins  consist  of  pieces  of  5  francs,  2  francs,  1  franc,  and  ^ 
franc  (50  centimes).  The  small  coins  consist  of  pieces  of  5,  10,  and  20 
centimes,  struck  in  base  metal,  and  easier  to  carry  than  French  or  English 
copper.  Centimes  are  sometimes  called  ra^jpen.  The  old  batz  was  worth 
15  centimes.    The  old  or  Swiss  franc  was  a  French  franc  and  a  half. 

Previously  to  this  salutary  change  there  was  hardly  a  country  in  Europe 
which  had  so  complicated  a  currency  as  Switzerland.  Almost  every  canton 
had  a  coinage  of  its  own,  and  those  coins  that  were  current  in  one  canton 
would  not  pass  in  the  next ;  and  as  a  change  is  contemplated  in  England, 
it  may  be  interesting  to  know  that,  within  six  months^fter  the  new  system 
was  introduced,  all  trace  of  the  old  denominations  wbs  gone,  except  that  the 
expression  "  franc  de  France,"  instead  of  "  franc,"  was  common.  In  re- 
mote districts  the  children  begging  screamed  for  centimes  as  if  they  had 
never  heard  of  any  other  coin. 

French  Napoleons  and  francs,  current  all  over  Switzerland,  are  the  best 
money  the  traveller  can  take  with  him  ;  but  English  sovereigns  and  bank- 
notes are  usually  taken  at  inns  throughout  Switzerland  and  on  the  Italian 
lakes,  at  a  value  of  25  francs. 

A  very  safe  method  of  taking  money  is  by  circular  notes  issued  by 
Coutts  &  Co.,  Herries  &  Co.,  the  London  and  Westminster  Bank,  and  other 
banks,  payable  at  all  the  large  towns  in  Europe.  They  may  be  procured 
for  any  sum  from  10?.  upwards. 

The  coinage  of  Piedmont  and  Lombardy  is  the  same  as  that  of  France ; 
but  the  old  coinage  of  Piedmont,  and  Austrian  zwanzigers,  are  still  in  cir- 
culation in  the  remoter  districts. 

$   4.  MEA8UBB8. — DISTANCES. — ELECTRIC  TELEGRAPH  SYSTEM. 

In  1848  by  the  New  Federal  Constitution  it  was  decreed  that  the  Swm 
foot  should  consist  of  30  centimetres,  or  f||ths  of  a  French  metre : — ^that 
16,000  of  these  feet,  or  4800  metres,  should  go  to  a  Swiss  league  =  2  Eng. 
miles,  7  furlongs,  190  yards  =  2-983  Eng.  miles : — 23^  Swiss  leagues 
to  a  degree.    A  Swiss  post  is  3  Swiss  leagues  ^  9  Eng.  miles,  nearly. 

Upon  this  authentic  basis  the  measurement  of  distances  on  the  roads  of 
Switzerland  has  been  commenced,  and  league-posts  have  been  partially 
erected. 

On  most  maps  the  heights  above  the  sea-level  are  indicated  in  Fieds  de , 
Paris,  or  Old  French  feet. 


CBASUBG8 — ^DISTANCES. 


t  metre  .    .    .  ss 

1  kilometer  •    .  = 

1  Old  French  foot  = 

1  French  league  = 

1  Swiss  league  .  = 

Old  Swiss  stunde  s 

1  Swiss  arpeut  .  = 

1  Swiss  pound  •  = 

1  Piedmont  mile  = 

1  German  mile  .  s 


§4. 


3*281  Eng.  feet  sa 

0*621  Eng.  mile  = 

1-066  Eng.  foot  = 

2*485  Eng.  miles  =s 

2*983  Eng.  miles  s 

3*28    Eng.  miles  =s 

0*89    Eng.  acres  s 

1-102  lb.  avoiixi.  = 

1-503  Eng.  mile  r= 

4-  602  Eng.  miles  s 


xvu 


3  feet  3  inches,  nearly. 

3-5ths  or  5-8ths  of  a  mile,  nearly. 

1  foot  1  inch,  nearly. 

2^  miles,  nearly. 

3  miles,  nearlr. 

3i  miles,  neany. 

9-lOtlis  of  an  acre,  nearly. 

^  Fr.  kilog.  =  1  lb.  1  oz.,  nearly. 

lA  mile  and  57  yards. 

4^  miles,  nearly. 


Tahlea  of  Measures, 


Mdtres  to  EDgUah  Feet 


Meties. 


English  Feet 


j  Accurate. 

3-2809 

6-5618 

9-8427 

13-1236 

16-4045 

19*6854 

22-96b3 

26-2472 

29*5281 


Approx. 

3i 

6J 

9| 
13 
16* 
19} 
23 
26i 
29^ 


French  Feet  to  EosUsb  Feet 


French 
Feet 


fiigUshFeet 


Aocorate. 


-0658 
-1315 
■1973 
*2631 
•3288 
-3946 
•4604 
8-5261 
9^5919 


Approx. 

1 
2 
3 

n 

li 
8* 
9* 


An  approximate  way  of  reducing  French  ft.  to  English  ft,  is  to  add  ^th. 


Kflometres*  tc 

» English  Miles. 

Gentlmfetres  to  Inches. 

Kilomdtre. 

Eiigluh 
MUes. 

1  Kilometre. 

English 

Miles. 

Centi- 
metres. 

Inches. 

Approx. 

Approx. 

Aocarate. 

Approx. 

1 

' 

8 

5 

1 

•394 

1 

2 

n 

9 

5* 

2 

•788 

3 

1 

10 

6 

3 

1-181 

1 

4 

^ 

20 

12 

4 

1-575 

H 

5 

3 

30 

18 

5 

1-969 

2 

6 

.3J 

40 

24 

6 

2-362 

2i 

7 

4i 

50 

31 

7 
8 
9 

2-756 
3-150 
3-543 

3* 

Leagues  to  Miles. 

Square  Measure. 

League. 

English  Miles. 

Acres. 

1  French  league 
1  Swiss  league 
1  Swiss  stunde 
1  Swiss  post 

Accurate. 

2-485 

2-983 

3-28 

3  Swiss  leagues 

Approx. 
2* 
3 

3J 
9 

1  Swiss  arpent 
1  hectare 

Accurate. 
0-89 
•27456 

Approx. 

1 

»  )  kilonietre  s«  4  fltrlongs  213  yards  1  foot  11  inches. 
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§  4. — DISTANCES — ^ELECTRIC  TELEGRAPH. 


Temperature. 


Fahr. 


212 
200 
150 
140 
130 
120 
110 
100 
90 


Gent 


Temperature. 


Fabr. 


100 
93-3 
65-6 
60-0 
54-4 
48-9 
43-3 
37-8 
32-2 


80 

74-7 

52-4 

48-0 

43-6 

39-1 

34-7 

30-2 

25-8 


80 
70 
60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
0 


Cent       Reaumur. 


26-7 
21-1 
15*6 
10-0 
4-4 

-  l-l 

-  6-7 
.12-2 
.17-8 


21-3 

16-9 

12-4 

8-0 

3-6 

-  6-9 

-  5-3 

-  9-8 
-14-2 


The  distances  in  this  work  have  been  reduced  to  English  miles,  which 
are  always  to  be  understood  wherever  the  word  mile  alone  is  used. 

To  calculate  the  distance  along  the  mountain-paths  is  almost  hopeless. 
In  this  work,  therefore,  the  distances  along  the  mountain-paths  have  been 
reckoned  as  the  natives  reckon  them,  in  hours,  meaning  thereby  the  dis- 
tance which  a  mule  with  an  ordinary  load  usually  travels  in  an  hour ;  and 
this  is  to  be  understood  whenever  the  word  hour  alone  is  used. 

The  hour  of  course  varies  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  In  very 
steep  ascents  it  does  not  exceed  2  miles,  in  lesser  acclivities  2^  miles ;  but 
on  the  mountains  it  is  nevtr  more  than  2^  miles.  It  has  been  ascertained 
by  an  experienced  Alpine  traveller  that  to  clear  2  miles  an  hour  up  a 
steep  mountain  requires  very  good  walking.  An  active  walker  will  gain 
5  or  10  minutes  an  hour  on  mules  during  an  ascent,  and  still  more  on  the 
descent ;  but  persons  not  accustomed  to  exertion,  or  unused  to  mountain 
work,  will  find  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  the  mules  when  the  ascent 
is  steep.  The  mules  are  nearly  as  long  on  the  descent  as  on  the  ascent ; 
and  therefore  no  difference  is  made  in  the  ordinary  reckoning  of  distances 
whether  the  path  be  up  or  down  hill.  It  may  be  noted  once  for  all,  that, 
when  nothing  to  the  contrary  is  stated  in  the  text,  the  time  given  in  the 
following  pages  for  going  from  one  place  to  another  by  a  mountain  path 
may  be  reduced  by  one-fifth  in  the  case  of  active  pedestrians  who  are  able 
to  maintain  their  pace  throughout  the  entire  distance. 

The  sudden  and  almost  simultaneous  establishment  of  the  electric 
telegraph  along  all  the  great  high  roads  of  the  country  was  very  remark- 
able. There  is  now  scarcely  a  second-rate  town  or  village  that  is  not  thus 
connected ;  and  from  any  of  them  a  message  not  exceeaing  20  words  can 
be  sent  for  the  smaU  charge  of  one  franc  to  any  part  of  Switzerland. 
Luxurious  or  anxious  travellers  can  thus,  before  starting  in  the  morning, 
secure  quarters  for  the  night,  or  even  order  their  dinner  beforehand.  The 
mode  of  arranging  the  wire  is  excessively  primitive  and  economical,  but 
seems  to  be  effectual.  It  is  stated  that  the  insulation  of  the  vrires  is  not 
affected  by  their  being  covered  with  snow,  and  in  many  Instances  they  are 
in  contact  with  the  foliage  of  trees. — It  is  singular  and  striking  to  see  the 
telcCTaphic  wires  stretched  from  rock  to  rock  along  the  pathless  shores  of 
the  lake  of  Lucerne,  and  surmounting  the  steep  ascent  and  gloomy  soli- 


§   5. — ^MODES  OF  TRAVELLING — ^POSTING.  SIX 

hides  of  the  Gries  and  other  Alpine  Passes.    The  central  office  of  the 
Telegraph  is  at  Berne. 

Postal  Begulations : — A  uniform  postage  of  10  c.  for  letters  below  10 
grammes,  if  not  prepaid  15  cents.  For  distances  within  2  leagues  5  c.  For 
letters  and  parcels  not  exceeding  250  gr.  (i  lb.)  20  c. 


§  5.  MODES  OF  TBAYELLING  IN  SWITZERLAND. — ^POSTING. 

The  means  of  travelling  in  Switzerland  have  been  greatly  improved  and 
increased  ^within  the  last  30  years.  The  high  roads  are  excellent,  and 
those  over  the  Alps  are  marvels  of  engineering  skill.  Where  railways 
arc  not  made,  diligences  run ;  and  since  1823,  when  the  first  experiment 
with  steam  was  made  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  every  one  of  the  large 
lakes  is  navigated  by  steamboats. 

Posting  is  much  more  commonly  resorted  to  by  travellers  in  Switzerland 
since  the  Federal  Government  adopted  in  1852  a  general  and  uniform 
system  of  Posting  (Extrapost),  which  has  been  introduced  into  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  all  the  great  roads  are  now  supplied  with  post-horses, 
except  where  the  railways  have  been  completed.  There  is  still  however 
difficulty  in  posting  into  Italy,  except  over  the  St.  Gotthard  ;  and  in  Savoy. 
Full  information  respecting  the  posting  system  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Official  Swiss  Post  Book  {Tarif  Suisse  de  la  Poste  aux  Chevaux)^  or  the 
smaller  Extra  Post  Tariff  which  every  traveller  ought  to  procure  on 
entering  Switzerland. 

Horses  are  charged  4  fr.  each  i)er  post  of  9  miles.  Postboy's  pay,  according 
to  tariff,  is  1  fr.  50  c.  for  1  or  2  horses ;  2  fr.  for  3  horses ;  2  fr.  50  c.  for  4 
horses  per  post ;  but  if  he  behaves  well  it  is  usual  to  give  him  4  fr.  or  the 
price  of  a  horse :  price  for  Carriage,  when  furnished,  2  fr.  per  post. 

The  horses  and  harness  are  generally  good;  the  postboys  tolerably 
skilful,  but  they  get  over  the  ground  very  slowly.  The  regulation  pace  is 
a  post  in  1  hour  30  min.,  or  6  miles  an  hour,  and  is  not  often  exceeded. 
Upon  certain  stages  up  hill  the  tariff  compels  you  to  take  an  extra  horse, 
or  leader  (renfort)^  or  to  pay  for  it  if  not  taken,  sometimes  with  very  little 
apparent  reason.  There  is  very  little  trouble  in  posting  ;  the  prices  are 
fixed,  and  the  postboy's  pay  is  included. 

Since  the  extension  of  railways,  it  has  become  very  unusual  to  bring  a 
carriage  from  England,  and  such  a  thing  as  a  regular  travelling-carriage  is 
seldom  seen  in  Switzerland.  Those  who  wish  to  be  luxurious,  and  do  not 
mind  the  expense  and  in  many  instances  the  inconvenience  of  having  a 
carriage  attached  to  them,  may  hire  a  carriage  for  the  journey  at  Geneva, 
Zurich,  Lucerne,  or  occasionally  at  other  towns  in  Switzerland. 

In  hiring  a  Swiss  carriage  for  the  journey  let  the  traveller  ascertain, 
before  he  concludes  the  bargain,  under  what  class  the  vehicle  would  be 
ranged  by  the  posting  laws,  and  what  number  of  horses  will  be  required 
to  draw  it. 

It  is  a  great  convenience  in  Switzerland  for  a  solitary  traveller  that  he 
may  post  in  a  car  with  one  Horse,  the  charges  being  per  post — for  1  horse, 
4  fr. ;  car,  2  fr. ;  postboy,  1  fr.  50  c. ;  but  an  extra  trinkgeld  is  expected. 

TciUs  for  the  roads  and  bridges  are  abolished  throughout  Switzerland, 
and  the  o^vners  indemnified. 
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§  6.  DILIGENCES — ^LUGGAGE. 

Well-appointed  Diligences,  though  not  very  fast,  running  at  convenient 
hours  and  very  moderate  fares,  now  traverse  almost  every  road  in  Switzer- 
land daily.  The  result  is,  that  by  far  the  greater  numl^er  of  persons  travel 
by  them  in  preference  to  the  voiturier's  carriage,  whose  prices  are  also  kept 
down  by  the  competition  of  the  diligences.  The  serious  objection  is,  that, 
except  from  the  coup6,  very  little  of  the  beauty  of  the  country  is  seen  by 
those  who  travel  by  them. 

They  belong  to  the  Federal  Government,  are  managed  by  persons  officially 
appointed,  and  are  attached  to  the  post-office,  as  in  Germany,  conformably 
with  an  enactment  of  the  new  Swiss  Constitution  of  1848.  A  list  of 
diligences,  &c.  (Kursanzeiger,  Indicateur  des  Services  Suisses),  is  to  be 
bought  at  the  offices  for  a  few  sous,  llie  places  are  numbered,  and  all 
baggage  exceeding  a  certain  fixed  weight  is  charged  extra,  and  often  greatly 
increases  the  expense  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  which  is  one  reason 
among  many  why  travellers  should  reduce  their  baggage  to  the  smallest 
possible  compaas.  The  public  conveyances  are  now  quite  as  well  organised-, 
as  in  Germany. 
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The  oondiictors,  especially  with  a  small  additional  fee,  are  generally 
civil ;  the  clerks,  Sec,,  at  the  diligence  offices  are  occasionally  insolent  and 
disobliging.  The  diligences,  as  in  France,  are  horsed  with  the  post-horses, 
and  go  from  the  same  offices,  so  that  there  is  no  remedy  in  the  case  of 
annoyance  or  incivility  except  to  take  a  voiturier. 

There  is  a  very  convenient  plan  adopted  as  to  places.  The  diligence 
offices  will  book  any  number  of  passengers  up  to  a  certain  hour.  When 
the  time  for  starting  arrives,  all  the  higgle  and  as  many  passengers  as 
the  vehicle  will  hold  are  put  into  the  diligence,  which  is  far  superior  to 
the  French  diligence,  and  the  rest  of  the  passengers  are  sent  by  other 
carriages,  called  "supplements,"  or  "  beiwagen,**  of  which  there  are  often 
3  or  4.  It  is  the  fashion  to  object  to  supplements ;  but  if  there  is  a  party 
of  4  or  5,  they  can  generally  get  a  supplement  to  themselves,  and  travel 
veiy  comfortably,  except  that  the  supplement  is  usually  changed  at  every 
stage.  Unless  at  the  place  from  which  the  diligence  starts,  it  is  useless 
to  take  places  for  the  coup^,  for  at  the  intermediate  stations  the  coup^  is 
often  found  full,  and  the  traveller  proceeds  in  a  supplement.  The  pace 
along  level  ground  never  exceeds  6  miles  an  hour ;  at  the  smallest 
symptom  of  a  hill  this  falls  to  a  walk :  down  hill  they  occasionally  go 
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rather  faster  ;  and  to  those  who  have  not  become  hardened  by  use  it  is 
rather  a  nervous  thing  to  see  the  heavy  diligence  turn  round  the  corners 
of  the  zigzags  in  the  face  of  precipices,  with  the  reins  of  the  5  horses 
flying  loose,  and  the  horses  apparently  under  no  control.  The  horses 
however  know  the  road,  and,  except  in  snow,  an  accident  is  seldom 
heard  of. 

The  conductor's  fee  and  the  postilion's  trinkgeld  are  included  in  the  fare. . 

Travellers  in  Switzerland  will  frequently  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  public  conveyances  to  forward  their  luggage  from  one  place  to  another, 
while  they  are  making  pedestrian  excursions  among  the  mountains.  In 
such  cases,  they  have  only  to  book  their  packages  at  the  coach-office,  after 
carefully  addressing  them,  and,  in  some  cases,  entering  a  specification  of 
their  value  in  a  printed  form.  They  will  then  receive  a  receipt,  and  the 
article  will  be  forwarded  and  taken  care  of  until  claimed. 

In  making  application  for  packages  so  consigned,  as  well  as  for  letters  at 
the  post-office,  the  Englishman  should  present  his  name  printed  or  very 
legibly  written,  as  our  pronunciation  is  frequently  imintelligible  to  foreigners, 
and  without  this  precaution  the  applicant  may  be  told  that  his  Uigga'j;e 
has  not  arrived,  when  in  reality  it  is  all  the  while  lying  in  tlie  de|)6t.  The 
traveller  may  also  request  to  look  over  the  packages  in  search  of  liis  own. 

Unhappily  complaints  are  numerous  of  luggage  being  oi-enal  in  transitu 
or  in  depoty  and  of  articles  being  purloined  from  it. 

Many  complaints  are  made  as  to  the  carelessness  of  the  officials  in  Swiss 
Post-offices,  even  in  the  large  towns,  and  many  persons  find  it  expedient 
to  have  their  letters  addressed  to  the  care  of  a  banker  or  a  well-known 
hotel-keeper. 

§  7.  vorruBiEB  ob  lohnkutsohbr — chabs-I-banc, 

The  excellently  organised  systems  of  posting  and  puMic  conveyances 
introduced  since  1849,  which  place  Switzerland  on  a  par  with  any  countiy  of 
the  continent — render  travellers  in  a  great  des:vee  independent  of  the  voi- 
turier,  or  lohnkutscher,  or  vetturino — whom  formerly  they  were  obliged  to 
engage  as  soon  as  they  crossed  the  Swiss  frontier. 

The  Railway  termini  are  the  head-quarters  of  the  voituriers ;  at  all  of 
them  there  are  many  persons  who  keep  job-horses  for  hire,  and  will  either 
conduct  the  traveller  themselves,  or  send  coachmen  in  their  employ. 
lietwm  horses  and  carriai^^es  are  sometimes  to  be  met  with,  and  the  tra- 
veller may  save  some  expense  by  availing  himself  of  them. 

Before  making  an  engagement,  it  is  prudent  to  consult  the  landlord  of 
the  inn,  or  some  other  respectable  inhabitant,  to  recommend  a  person  of 
aj)proved  character  to  be  employed.  As  there  are  many  very  roguish 
voituriers,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  traveller  on  all  occasions,  such 
a  recommendation  will  be  a  ojuarantee,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  good  be- 
haviour. The  landlord  should  be  referred  to  apart,  not  in  })resence  of  the 
coachman,  nor,  indeed,  with  his  cognizance.  Besides  ascertaining  that 
the  voiturier  is  a  resi)ectable  man,  that  his  horses  are  good,  and  his  carriaue 
(when  a  carriage  is  also  required)  is  clean  and  stout,  it  is  desirable  in 
many  cases  that  he  should  speak  French  as  well  as  German,  and,  in  all, 
that  he  be  acquainted  with  the  roads  to  be  traversed.  If  the  carriage  is 
hired  for  a  complete  tour,  the  engagement  should,  in  the  first  instance, 
not  be  made  for  any  specific  time,  at  least  not  for  a  long  period,  until  njan 
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and  horses  have  been  tried  and  have  given  satisfaction.  It  is  better  to 
take  him  on  from  day  to  day,  holding  out  the  prospect  of  his  being 
continued  if  he  behaves  well.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  whether 
the  well-mannered  individual  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  carriage  and 
makes  the  bargain  with  you,  will  or  will  not  be  the  driver,  otherwise  he 
may  hand  you  over  to  the  charge  of  a  subordinate. 

The  usual  charge  per  diem  is  15  francs,  and  1  franc  trinkgeld  or  bonne- 
main,  for  a  one-horse  vehicle ;  26  francs,  and  2  francs  trinkgeld,  for  a  ])air- 
horse  vehicle ;  and  so  on.  In  the  height  of  the  season  it  is  from  3  to  5 
francs  a-day  more,  and  over  thQ  great  passes  it  is  higher  still. 

If  the  carriage  is  discharged  at  a  distance  from  home,  back-fare  will  be 
demanded. 

For  this  consideration  the  coachman  keeps  himself  and  his  horses,  sup- 
plying fresh  ones  if  his  own  fall  ill  or  lame  ;  he  ought  also  to  pay  all  tolls, 
and  the  charge  for  leaders  (vorspann)  to  drag  the  carriage  up  steep  ascents. 
These  two  last  conditions,  however,  are  not  always  acceded  to,  and  these 
charges  often  fall  upon  the  master. 

It  is  advisable,  before  setting  out  on  a  long  tour,  to  have  an  agreement 
in  writing  drawn  up.  (See  Forms  of  Contract  in  Murray's  *  Handbook 
of  Travel  Talk.') 

It  is,  however,  now  become  unusual  to  engage  a  voiturier  except  for  a 
particular  journey  of  two  or  three  days.  Without  troubling  the  traveller 
with  the  complications  of  back-fares,  &c.,  the  rate  may  be  reckoned  in  the 
season  for  a  good  carriage  and  pair  at  about  40  fr.  a-day  over  the  more 
level  parts,  and  60  fr.  a-day  over  the  great  passes,  all  charges,  back-fare, 
vorspann,  bonnemain,  «fec.,  included.  A  return  voiturier  will  take  one-half 
or  two-thirds  of  these  prices. 

The  usual  rate  of  travelling  is  from  10  to  15  leagues,  32  to  46  miles 
a-day,  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  about  6  miles  an  hour.  Whilst  on  the 
road  the  voiturier  goes  as  fast  as  the  diligence  or  post-horses,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  halt  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  about  two  hours,  to  rest  the 
horses ;  and  the  distances  which  one  pair  of  horses  will  achieve  by  means 
of  walking  up  the  smallest  ascents,  and  using  the  break  skilfully  on  all 
descents,  are  incredible. 

Throughout  Switzerland,  (me-Tiorse  cdleches,  or  chaises,  etmpdnner,  are 
becoming  common,  instead  of  chars-k-banc,  and  may  be  hired  at  every  inn. 
They  hold  comfortably  2  or  3  persons,  and  are  furnished  with  a  hood 
affording  shelter  from  rain,  while  not  shutting  out  the  view.  In  front 
there  is  a  board  for  the  driver.  They  go  at  a  rate  of  5  or  6  m.  an  hour, 
except  on  very  hilly  roads.  The  fare  is  about  1  franc  an  English  mile  ; 
and  the  driver  receives  1  fr.  trinkgeld  for  8  or  10  miles.  The  luggage 
may  be  attached  behind  on  springs. 

The  char-a-banc,  the  national  carriage  of  French  Switzerland,  is  nearly 
obsolete.  It  may  be  described  as  the  body  of  a  gig,  or  a  bench,  as  its 
name  implies,  placed  sideways  upon  four  wheels,  surrounded  by  leather 
curtains  made  to  draw,  whence  it  has  been  compared  to  a  four-post  bedstead 
on  wheels.  It  is  a  very  strong  and  light  vehicle,  ca|>able  of  carrying  two 
persons,  or  three  at  a  pinch,  and  will  go  on  roads  where  no  other  species 
of  carri^e  could  venture.  It  is  convenient,  from  being  so  low  that  one 
can  jump  in  or  alight  without  stopping  the  horse,  while  it  is  going  on  ;  but 
it  is  very  jolting. 
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§  8.    BAILWAT8. 

Down  to  the  year  1865  the  only  railway  in  Switzerland  was  a  short 
line  from  ZUrich  to  Baden,  a  vills^e  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  reason 
of  this  was  not,  as  generally  supposed,  the  extreme  natural  difficulties  of 
the  country,  Switzerland  being  in  fact.,  with  the  exception  of  the  passes 
through  the  central  mountains  of  the  Alps  and  the  Jura,  not  a  very  diffi* 
cult  country.  The  lowlands,  or  ports  round  Berne,  Aarau,  Neuchatel, 
Lausanne,  &c.,  are  not  worse  than  many  parts  of  the  south  of  England ; 
and  by  means  of  the  yalleys  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Hhone,  railways  can 
penetrate  deep  into  the  Alps  with  remarkable  ease.  7he  real  difficulty 
consisted  in  the  extraordinary  and  incredible  jealousies  between  not  only 
the  different  cantons,  but  the  different  commnnes  or  parishes,  and  the  legal 
difficulties  in  obtaining  the  land.  A  change  of  government,  however, 
having  taken  place  in  1848,  a  system  of  railways  was  planned  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  and  has  been  partially  carried  into  execu- 
tion, many  of  the  lines  being  executed  by  English  engineers  and  with 
English  capital. 

1.  The  Central  Stvies  RaQway^  from  Basle  through  the  XJnter-Hauen- 
stein  to  Olten,  and  thence  to  Berne  and  Thun,  with  branches  to  Soleure  and 
Bienne,  Lucerne  and  Aarau,  open. 

2.  The  Ncrik-Eastem  Railway^  from  Romanshom  on  the  lake  of  Con- 
stance to  Zurich,  and  thence  to  Aarau  on  the  Central  Railway,  open. 

3.  From  Basle,  along  the  N.  bank,  or  Baden  side  of  the  Rhine,  to 
Waldshut  and  Schaffhauiaen ;  continued  to  Constance — the  Rhein/aU  Rai^ 
way^  from  Schaffhausen  to  Winterthur  and  Ziirich, 

4.  The  United  Stvies,  from  Coire  (with  hopes  of  a  tunnel  through  the 
Alps  at  some  future  time)  to  Rorschach  on  the  lake  of  Constance,  open ; 
with  branches :  ct. — ^from  Sargans,  along  the  side  of  the  lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt,  to  Rapperschwyl  and  Ziirich  ;  6.— from  Rorschach,  by  St.  Gall  and 
Winterthur,  to  Zurich  ;  and  c. — ^from  Wesen  to  Glarus.  The  main  line  has 
been  executed  by  Mr.  Pickering,  an  English  engineer.  The  neighbouring 
districts  have  been  minutely  surveyed  in  order  to  ascertain  the  best  place  for 
the  tunnel  through  the  Alps  ;  and  it  is  announced  that  the  Lukmanier  pass 
Jias  been  finally  selected.  It  will  require  a  tunnel  15  miles  long.  No  pass 
ilias  been  discovered  less  than  6200  feet  high ;  and  independently  of  the 
^difficulty  of  surmounting  that  height,  instead  of  tunnelling  the  ridge,  the 
.railway  would  be  then  impassable  on  account  of  the  snow  during  many 
;months  of  the  year.  Places  have  been  found  in  which  a  shorter  tunnel 
would  be  sufficient,  but  at  such  a  depth  that  no  shafts  could  be  obtained, 
the  advantage  of  this  pass  being  that  many  shafts  can  be  sunk  at  an 
average  depth  of  200  yards.  By  means  of  the  proposed  tunnel,  the  summit 
level  would  be  about  5000  feet. 

5.  I7te  Western  Railway^  from  Bienne,  by  Neuch&tel  and  Yverdun,  to 
Merges  and  Lausanne,  and  thence  to  Geneva,  open.  From  Lausanne  to 
Villeneuve,  on  the  lake  of  Geneva,  up  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  towards 
the  Simplon,  is  open  to  Sion  (in  progress  to  Brieg). 

6.  From  Pontarlier,  on  the  French  frontier,  by  Salins,  to  Neuch&tel 
(shortest  way  to  Switzerland),  connecting  branches  from  Keuchfttel  to 
Chaux  de  Fonda  and  Locle,  and  from  l^euchatel  to  Paris,  through  D5le. 
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7.  The  Ligne  cPItalie  to  connect  Geneva  with  the  Simplon  Pass  by  the 
S.  side  of  the  lake  of  Geneva.  The  section  from  Bouveret,  on  the  lake,  by 
St.  Maurice,  to  Sion  in  the  Valais,  is  alone  opeu  at  present  (1865). 

8.  Railway  from  Berne  to  Fribourg  and  Lausanne. 

9.  Railways  are  also  open  fron»Lyons  and  Macon  to  Geneva. 

The  earthworks  on  the  United  Swiss  line  were  made,  under  English 
engineers  and  foremen,  by  Fiedmontese  navvies,  the  Swiss  not  being  found 
suitable  for  the  work.  These  Fiedmontese  are  said  to  be  powerful  men,  and 
to  work  as  hard,  though  not  so  skilfully,  as  the  English  navvy,  living  at 
the  same  time  upon  very  poor  food,  and  saving  the  greatest  part  of  &eir 
wages. 

The  luggage  arrangements  on  the  Swiss  railways  are  if  possible  more 
inconvenient  than  on  the  French  or  German  railways ;  and  there  is  a 
system  of  extortion  for  conveyance  to  and  from  the  stations  which  the 
traveller  should  be  on  his  guard  against. 

The  Swiss  railway  carriages  are  generally  on  the  American  model,  with 
cross  seats  and  a  passage  down  the  middle. 


f  9.  eUIDEB — POBTBBS. 

Guides  hy  profession  abound  in  Switzerland;  several  of  the  guides  of 
Chamouni  and  the  Bernese  Oberland  have  acquired  a  wide-spread  and  welU 
earned  reputation.  Those  who  have  earned  a  character  for  especial  skill 
and  intrepidity  in  difficult  and  dangerous  expeditions  in  the  higher  Alps  are 
usually  engaged  during  the  entire  season  by  members  of  the  Alpine  Club 
or  other  adventurous  travellers.  In  general,  the  practice  of  taking  the 
same  guide  for  an  entire  tour  is  becoming  more  and  more  common  amongst 
Alpine  travellers,  and  in  this  way  many  have  acquired  local  knowledge  of 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  Alphine  chain.  Thus  guides  may  be  con- 
sidered in  two  capacities,  General  and  Local. 

General  Guides  are  to  be  found  at  Chamouni,  Grindelwald,  Interlaken, 
and  also  at  Ziirich,  Lucerne,  Berne,  &c. ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  a  bad  plan 
for  an  inexperienced  traveller  or  party  to  engage  one  of  them  for  the  tour, 
even  though  he  should  not  have  sufficient  knowledge  to  act  as  guide 
over  mountain-passes  beyond  his  own  peculiar  district.  He  makes 
himself  useful,  not  only  in  pointing  out  the  way,  but  in  acting  as 
interpreter  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the  country,  and 
also  i^  relieving  the  traveller  of  the  weight  of  his  knapsack  or  travelling- 
bag,  and  in  fact  acts  as  courier,  but  at  a  far  cheaper  rate,  and  generally 
with  more  honesty.  Such  a  guide  should  not,  as  a  general  rule,  lie 
engaged  without  the  recommendation  of  an  innkeeper  or  other  respectable 
person,  and  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  traveller  is  to  be 
free  to  discharge  him  whenever  he  pleases,  paying  his  expenses  home,  or  a 
day's  pay  for  each  day's  journey  to  be  made  on  foot. 

Local  Guides  are  as  a  general  rule  indispensable  in  ascending  very 
lofty  mountains,  in  exploring  glaciers,  and  in  crossing  the  minor  passes 
of  the  Alps,  not  traversed  by  highroads,  but  by  mere  bridle  or  foot 
patlis,  rarely  used,  and  in  many  places  not  distinctly  marked,  or 
confounded  with  innumerable  tracks  of  cattle.  Nevertheless,  travellers 
{SxbUz.'I  b 
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having  a  good  knowledge  of  Grerman,  in  addition  to  some  experience 
of  mountain  journeys,  and  provided  with  a  good  map,  may  cross 
some  of  these  passes  alone  with  impunity ;  but  there  are  others,  such 
as  the  Bonhomme,  Mont  Cervin,  Monte  Moro,  &c.,  which  no  one  would 
be  justified  in  attempting  without  a  ^ide.  When  snow  is  threatening 
to  fall,  or  after  a  snow-storm  has  covered  the  path  and  obliterated  the 
footsteps  of  preceding  travellers,  a  guide  may  be  required  in  situations 
where,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  his  presence  might  be  dispensed  with. 
Of  course,  in  clear  weather,  and  over  passes  not  crossing  snow  or  glaciers, 
a  guide  is  no  more  needed  than  he  would  be  in  any  strange  country,  ex- 
cept that  on  the  high  mountains  there  is  no  one  of  whom  to  inquire  the 
way,  and  that  a  mistake  of  the  path  might  involve  the  disagreeable  necesr 
sity  of  sleeping  out  on  the  mountain.  A  traveller  of  some  experience  is 
of  opinion  that  upon  an  average,  without  a  guide,  1  mile  in  10  will  be  lost 
in  mistakes  of  the  way,  even  by  practised  mountaineers.  No  one,  however, 
without  thoi-ough  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  high  Alps,  should  be 
fvx>lish  enough  to  trust 'himself  over  ice^or  snow  without  a  guide.  It  is 
enirely  a  new  world ;  and  when  the  slightest  check  occurs,  an  inexperienced 
person  is  utterly  at  a  loss.  He  does  not  know  what  ice  will  bear  him,  where 
the  crevasses  run,  where  avalanches  fall,  or  where  the  safe  track  is  likely  to 
be ;  and  with  the  best  ordinary  judgment,  is  quite  as  likely  to  run  into  danger 
as  to  avoid  it.  One  goldenjrule  to  those  who  take  no  guide  is,  always  to 
leave  two  or  three  good  hours  of  dayli^t  as  a  margin  l^yond  the  utmost 
time  which  the  route  is  calculated  to  occupy.  Another  excellent  rule  is, 
nev&r  take  a  short  cut  upon  your  own  judgment.  It  is  frequently  wrong 
to  cut  off  the  most  apparent  zigzag ;  but  the  villagers  will  often,  for  a  few 
sous,  show  wonderfully  short  cuts. 

In  the  eastern  parts  of  Switzerland,  where  there  are  no  professional 
guides,  the  traveller  is  often  obliged  to  place  himself  in  the  hands  of  some 
pea^t  or  cowherd,  whose  sole  knowledge  of  a  pass  lies,  perhaps,  in  his 
having  crossed  it  once  or  twice,  perhaps,  many  years  before.  This  de- 
mands additional  caution. 

The  established  rate  of  hire  is  6  F.  francs  a-day,  and  in  the  Oberland 
1  fr.  bonnemain ;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  there  will  be  a  claim  for  money 
to  return,  if  dismissed  at  a  distance  from  home,  unless  the  employer  find 
him  a  fresh  master  to  take  back.  For  this  sum  the  guide  provides  for 
himself,  and  is  expected  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  domestic  towards 
his  employer.  A  first-rate  guide  is  usually  paid  8  or  10  francs  a-day,  with 
additional  sums  of  20  francs  for  each  of  the  higher  passes  or  more  difficult 
ascents. 

The  guides  at  CSiamouni  form  a  corporation,  and  are  subject  to  a  number 
of  stringent  rules  as  to  their  employment,  of  which  travellers  and  the  best 
guides  complain  much.  A  monopoly  has  also  been  established  in  the 
Oberland,  and  in  some  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  In  the  Lower  Yalais 
it  is  a  punishable  offence  for  any  one,  not  a  professed  guide,  to  carry  a 
traveller's  luggage  1 1 

For  the  most  part,  the  guides  may  be  said  to  be  obliging,  intelligent, 
and  hard-working  men.  Few  who  have  employed  them  cannot  bear  testi- 
mony to  their  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  tact,  in  moments  of  danger — in 
the  difficult  pass,  in  the  midst  of  the  snow-storm,  or  among  the  gaping 
clefts  of  the  glaciers.    It  is  in  such  situations  that  their  knowledge  of  the 
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mountains,  their  experience  of  the  weather,  their  strong  arm  and  steady 
foot,  are  fully  appreciated.  The  traveller  should  always  follow  the  guide 
in  crossing  glaciers,  and,  in  going  over  tracts  covered  with  snow,  should 
allow  him  to  choose  what  his  experience  teaches  to  be  the  safest  path. 

A  little  civility  and  familiarity  on  the  part  of  the  employer — the  offer  of 
a  cigar  from  the  traveller's  own  case,  or  a  glass  of  brandy  from  his  private 
flask — will  rarely  be  thrown  away ;  on  the  contrair,  it  is  likely  to  pro- 
duce assiduity  and  communicativeness  on  the  part  of  the  guide.  Many  of 
them  are  fine  and  athletic  men,  and  to  carry  for  8  or  10  hours  a-day,  and 
for  a  distance  of  25  or  30  m.,  a  load  of  30  or  40  lbs.  wdght  is  made  light 
of  by  them. 

Some  travellers  content  themselves  with  a  mere  porter  to  carry  their 
baggage  for  them.  Such  a  man  is  paid  less  than  the  professional  guides ; 
3  or  4  fr.  a-day  will  suflSce  for  him.  Those  who  travel  in  chars  or  on 
horseback  will  find  that  the  driver,  or  the  man  who  accompanies  the  horse, 
will  render  unnecessary  the  employment  of  any  other  person  in  that 
capacity.  At  Chamouni,  however,  the  guides  must  be  hired  distinct  from 
the  mules.  When  the  travelling  party  includes  ladies  imaccustomed  to 
mountain-work,  a  guide  is  required  to  attend  on  each,  to  lead  down  the 
horses  where  the  path  is  steep,  and  to  lend  their  arms  to  the  fair  travellers 
when  the  exigencies  of  the  case  require  them  to  dismount  and  proceed  on 
foot. 

In  making  purchases,  as  in  the  choice  of  inns,  travellers  should  be 
cautious  of  following  blindly  the  advice  of  the  guide,  who  too  often  regards 
the  x>ercentage  offered  or  the  quantity  of  liquor  supplied  to  him  more 
than  the  interest  of  his  employer. 


{  10.  H0B8ES  AKB  MULES.— CHAI8ES-1-F0BTETJB8. 

Previous  to  1800,  or  even  later,  until  Napoleon  commenced  the  magnifi- 
cent carriage-roads  over  the  Alps,  which  will  assist  in  immortalising  his 
name,  the  only  mode  of  conveying  either  passengers  or  goods  across  them 
was  on  the  back  of  men,  or  of  horses  or  mules.  Even  now,  upon  all  the 
minor  passes,  the  entire  traffic  is  carried  on  by  the  same  means.  In  other 
instances,  where  the  beauties  of  scenery  attract  an  influx  of  strangers, 
mules  are  kept  for  their  conveyance,  even  where  they  are  not  required 
for  the  transport  of  merchandise. 

The  customary  hire  of  a  horse  or  mule  throughout  Switzerland,  gene- 
rally fixed  by  a  printed  tariff,  amounts  to  9  fr.  a-day,  and  1  fr.  or  2  fr.  to 
the  man  who  takes  care  of  it ;  at  Chamouni  it  is  6  fr.,  but  there  a  guide 
must  also  be  taken.  Back-fare  must  be  paid  if  the  animals  are  dismissed 
at  a  distance  from  home,  and  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day  that  they  can- 
not return  before  night. 

The  ponies  that  are  used  in  the  Bernese  Oberland,  on  the  Rigi,  and  in 
other  parts  of  Switzerland,  are  clever  animals,  that  will  carry  you  up  and 
down  ascents  perfectly  impracticable  to  horses  unused  to  the  mountains ;  but 
they  are  perhaps  excelled  by  the  mules  of  Chamouni  and  other  parts  of  Savoy. 
Of  these  the  sagacity,  strength,  and  sureness  of  foot  are  really  wonderful. 

b2 
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The  paths  which  they  ascend  or  descend  with  ease  are  steeper  than  any 
staircase,  sometimes  with  leda;e8  of  rock,  2  or  3  ft.  high,  instead  of  steps. 
Sometimes  they  are  covered  with  hroken  fragments,  hetween  which  the  beasts 
must  pick  their  way,  at  the  risk  of  breaking  their  legs ;  at  others  they  tra- 
verse a  narrow  ledge  of  the  mountain,  with  an  abyss  on  one  side  and  a  wall 
of  rock  on  the  other.  In  such  dangerous  passes  the  caution  of  the  animal 
is  very  remarkable  ;  he  needs  no  rein  to  guide  him,  but  will  pick  his  own 
^vay,  and  find  out  the  best  path  far  better  than  his  rider  can  direct  him  ; 
and,  in  such  circumstances,  it  is  safer  to  let  the  reins  hang  loose,  and  trust 
entirely  to  his  sagacity,  than  to  perplex  him  by  checking  him  with  the 
curb,  at  a  moment  when,  by  confusing  the  animal,  there  will  be  risk  of  his 
losing  his  footing,  and  perhaps  tumbling  headlong.  The  rider  who  mounts 
a  mule  or  mountain-horse  must  give  up  his  preconceived  notions  of  riding, 
and  let  the  reins  hang  absolutely  loose,  otherwise  he  is  in  danger.  There 
are  very  few  instances  of  accidents  from  the  falling  of  the  animals ;  the 
only  instance  within  the  writer's  knowledge  happened  to  a  gentleman  who 
was  a  great  horseman,  and  no  doubt  attempted  to  interfere  with  his 
mule.  Those  who  are  incredulous  on  this  point  should  recollect  that  the 
horses  constantly  traverse  the  same  paths  in  perfect  safety  with  heavy 
loads  on  their  backs,  and  no  man  near  enough  to  interfere  with  them. 
Descending  the  passes  on  horseback  is  very  disagreeable,  and  sometimes 
dangerous,  and  the  rider  should  always  dismount  when  requested  to  do  so 
by  the  guide.  In  fact,  those  who  can  walk  at  all  should,  if  they  have 
not  too  much  luggage,  only  hire  the  horses  to  the  head  of  the  pass,  as 
they  will  be  of  very  little  use  on  the  descent.  Each  saddle  has  a  flap  or 
pillion  attached,  on  whidi  a  knapsack  or  carpet-bag  not  weighing  more 
than  about  30  lbs.  may  be  carried.  A  portmanteau  requires  an  extra 
mule.  Side-saddles  are  now  to  be  found  wherever  there  are  inns  and 
regular  mules  or  horses. 

A  tariff  of  the  prices  to  be  paid  for  horses  in  most  places  is  in  the 
Indicateur,  p.  108. 

Those  who  are  unable  or  too  infirm  to  ride  or  walk  may  be  carried  over 
the  mountains  in  a  "  chaise-a-porteur  "  (Germ.  Tragsessel;  It.  Portantina), 
which  is  nothing  more  than  an  arm-chair  carried  upon  poles  by  two  bearers 
in  the  manner  of  a  sedan.  In  the  Bernese  Oberland  two  bearers  will  fre- 
quently undertake  to  carry  a  lady  of  light  weight  for  many  successive  days 
over  the  ordinary  passes ;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  two,  but  in  some  places 
four  extra  bearers  must  be  taken  to  relieve  by  turns,  and  each  man  expects 
6  fr.  a-day,  and  3  fr.  for  each  day  of  return.  This  is  said  to  be  a  very 
uiKX)mfortable  mode  of  locomotion. 


§  11.   SWISS  INNS. 

Switzerland  is  well  provided  with  excellent  inns.  The  great  aimual  influx 
of  strangers  into  the  country  is  of  the  same  importance  to  Switzerland  that 
some  additional  branch  of  industry  or  commerce  would  be,  and  renders  the 
profession  of  host  most  lucrative.  Many  of  the  Swiss  innkeepers  are  very 
wealthy  ;  in  a  great  part  of  the  country  they  appear  to  be  the  only  wealthy 
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inhabitants.  It  is  not  nnoommon  to  find  an  individual  in  this  capacity  who 
is  magistrate,  and  it  has  happened  that  they  are  persons  of  such  influence 
in  their  canton  or  commune  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  redress  against 
them  for  an  injury  or  act  of  insolence,  owing  either  to  the  interest  they 
possess  with  the  courts,  or  to  their  being  absolutely  themselves  the  justices. 
Asa  general  rule,  however,  tiiey  are  very  respectable  men,  and  no  difficulties 
with  them  arise. 

The  approach  to  one  of  the  first-rate  hotels  in  the  large  towns,  in  the 
height  of  summer,  exhibits  rather  a  characteristic  spectacle.  The  street 
before  it  is  usually  filled  with  several  rows  of  vehicles  of  all  sorts,  from  the 
dirty  and  rickety  caltehe  of  the  German  voitnrier,  to  the  neat  chariot  of 
the  English  peer,  and  the  less  elegant,  but  equally  imposing,  equipage  of 
the  Bussiaa  prince.  Before  the  doorway  is  invariably  grouped  a  crowd  of 
loitering  guides,  servants,  and  couriers,  of  all  nations  and  languages, 
and  two  or  three  knots  of  postilions  and  coachmen  on  the  look-out  for 
employment. 

Couriers,  voituriers,  guides,  and  boatmen  are  apt  sometimes  to  sell  their 
employers  to  the  innkeepers  for  a  gratuity,  so  that  travellers  should  not 
always  implicitly  follow  the  recommendations  of  such  persons  regarding 
inns ;  and.  it  is.  believed  that  the  list  of  inns,  drawn  up  with  much  care, 
and  given  in  this  book,  has  rendered  the  traveller  of  late  years  more  inde- 
pendent of  their  recommendations.  The  innkeepers  were  formeriy  very 
much  at  the  mercy  of  this  class  of  persons,  who  invariably  fare  sumptuously 
and  certainly  not  at  their  own  expense ;  and  it  not  unfrequently  happens 
that  the  attendance  which  ought  to  be  bestowed  on  the  master  is  showerLd 
upon  his  menials.  The  inns  recommended  here  are  from  the  best  in- 
formation that  the  editor  can  procure,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  informa- 
tion must  be,  with  very  few  exceptions,  eight  or  nine  months  old  at  the 
latest,  and  that  in  many  instances  it  must  be  much  older,  and  in  the 
interval  the  landlord  may  have  been  changed,  or  may  have  become  more 
careful  from  adversity,  or  careless  from  prosperity,  and  the  inn  may  be 
completely  altered.  In  the  following  pages  the  inns  which  are  believed 
by  the  editor  to  be  best  in  any  town  are  mentioned  first. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  wants,  tastes,  and 
habits  of  the  English  are  more  carefully  and  successfully  studied  in  the 
Swiss  inns  than  even  in  those  of  Germany.  At  most  of  the  large  inns, 
in  addition  to  the  1  o'clock  dinner,  there  is  a  late  table-d^hSte  dinner 
at  4  or  5  o'clock;  and  tea  may  always  be  had  tolerably  good;  biit, 
unexi)ectedly  in  this  land  of  milk,  cream  is  rarely  to  be  had  with  it. 
Several  wealthy  innkeepers  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  build  English 
chapels  for  their  guests,  as  an  inducement  to  English  travellers  to  pass 
the  Sunday  with  them.  Cleanliness  is  to  be  met  with  almost  everywhere, 
until  you  reach  the  S.  slopes  of  the  Alps  and  the  approach  to  Italy. 
In  canton  Bern,  in  particular,  the  inns,  even  in  the  small  and  remote 
villages,  are  patterns  of  neatness,  such  as  even  fastidious  travellers  may 
be  contented  with.  Still  in  many  instances,  even  in  first-class  inns,  the 
houses  are  deficient  in  proper  drainage  and  ventilation,  and  the  passages 
and  staircases  are  unwholesome  and  ofiensive  from  bad  smells.  Care 
should  be  taken  to  impress  on  the  landlords  how  disgusting  and  in- 
tolerable is  such  a  nuisance  to  Encjlish  ideas. 

The  practice  is  now  geneml  of  the  waiter  rushing  into  your  room  before 
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you  and  lighting  the  wax  candles  without  consulting  yon.  If  a  trayeller 
proposes  sitting  up  some  hours,  he  may  not  object  to  this ;  hut  it  is  yeiy 
different  when,  at  10  or  11  o'clock,  you  retire  to  bed,  to  sleep,  and  the 
infliction  of  a  charge  for  wax  candles,  under  such  circumstances,  can  be 
looked  on  only  as  an  imposition. 

-  The  following  list  of  usual  Charges  will  serve  to  guide  trayellers,  aud 
may  protect  them  from  extortion  and  imposition  on  the  part  of  those 
innkeepers  or  couriers  who  may  be  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  them. 


Ligt  of  Charges  of  the  first^elass  Swiss  Hotels, 

Fr.fr.  c 
Tea  or  coffee,  morning  or  evenine,  with  bread,  butter,  and  honey 

(eggs  and  meat  charged  separately)  •         •         •         .         •       1    50 

Ditto  m  private,  each  person  charged  extra  •         •         •         •       0    50 

Belei^ner  fl  la  fourchette  (table  d'hote) 2    50 

Table  d'hote  at  1  (without  vin  ordinaire) 3      0 

Ditto  ditto,  at  5 4      0 

Dinner  in  private  (command^  it  I'avance  dans  la  salle  it  manger)  .50 
Servants,  dinner  or  supper,  1  fir.  50  c ;  breakfast  or  tea,  1  fr. 

Bougie 10 

Demi-bougie     ••••••••••0    50 

I«ampe  de  nuit •        •      0    50 

Bain  de  pied,  chaud  oa  froid  (unreasonable,  but  t»uaQ  •  .  •  0  50 
Servants  (service  de  I'hotel),  par  jour  par  personne  •  .  •  1  0 
From  large  families,  who  make  some  stay,  so  much  is  not  expected. 

The  charges  for  Booms  vary  according  to  their  situation  on  the  lower 
floors,  and  the  views  they  command  ;  but  the  best  suite  of  apartments,  in 
first-rate  inns,  ought  not  to  exceed  4  to  6  fr.  a-day  for  a  sitting-room  or 
salon,  and  3  fr.  for  each  bed.  The  SaUes-h-manger  in  the  larger  Swiss 
inns  are  handsome,  clean,  and  airy  apartments.  Smoking  is  not  allowed 
in  them,  and  in  consequence  of  this,  and  of  a  higher  charge  being  made 
for  meals  in  private  rooms,  many  more  persons  take  breakfast,  tea,  and 
supper  than  in  the  German  inns,  and  the  society  is  more  select  than  in 
France  or  Germany,  and  may  be  enjoyed  in  comfort,  the  guests  being 
almost  exclusively  tourists. 

A  party  of  3  or  4  persons  staying  a  week  or  more,  even  in  a  first-rate  hotel, 
should  not  pay  more  than  8  or  9  fr.  each,  board  and  lodging,  including 
servants,  per  diem.  At  Interlaken  the  charge  for  good  board  and  lodging 
is  not  more  than  6  fr.  a-day ;  and  at  some  of  the  baths  near  Bex  not  more 
than  4i  fr.  a-day  for  those  who  remain  some  weeks.  At  some  of  the  small 
inns  in  remote  valleys  the  charges  are  absurdly  low ;  but  occasionally  the 
landlords  in  such  places  charge  as  high  as  in  first-rate  hotels  in  large 
towns.  Such  attempts  at  imposition  may  be  best  resisted  by  threatening 
to  inform  other  travellers. 

English  travellers  halting  at  an  Inn  about  mid-day  to  rest  their  horses, 
if  there  be  no  table-dlidte  at  12  or  1,  should  order  a  d^jeilner  a  la  fourchette 
(gabel  fruhstuck),  for  which  they  will  be  charged  14  or  2  fr.  per  head.  If 
they  order  dinner,  they  will  be  charged  3  or  4  fr.  for  the  very  same  food. 
Similarly,  when  arriving  at  an  inn  in  the  evening,  tea,  with  cdtelettes  de 
mouton,  or  bifteck  aux  ix)mmes  de  terre,  will  replace  dinner  satisfactorily 
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and  eoonomically.  One  fr.  a-day  is  usually  given  to  the  servants,  and  is 
almost  always  added  in  the  hill.  This  Includes  all  the  servants  except  the 
porter,  who  eiroects  something  extra. 

French  is  almost  invariahly  spoken  at  the  inns,  even  in  the  German 
cantons,  except  in  remote  parts,  as  in  the  side  valleys  of  the  Orisons. 
Nevertheless,  the  German  lanc^uage  is  a  very  valuahle  acquisition  to  the 
traveller.    English  is  spoken  in  the  large  hotels. 

Swiss  inns  have,  in  general,  the  reputation  of  being  expensive,  and  the 
innkeepers  of  being  extortionate  ;  of  late  years,  however,  great  improve- 
ment has  taken  place.  A  recent  journey  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
country  has  scarcely  afforded  an  instance  of  either ;  but,  where  such  cases 
have  occurred,  notice  has  been  taken  of  them  in  the  following  pages.  At 
minor  and  remote  inns,  manoeuvres  are  sometimes  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  detaining  the  guests.  •-"**■ 

It  is  often  supposed,  and  perhaps  correctly,  that  two  sets  of  charges  are 
made — one  for  natives,  or  Germans,  and  another  for  the  English ;  on  the 
principle  that  the  latter  have  both  longer  purses  and  more  numerous  wants, 
and  are  more  difficult  to  serve. 

The  average  daUy  expense  of  living  at  the  best  inns  in  Switzerland  will 
vary  between  8  Fr.  fr.  and  10  fr.  a-day,  excluding  all  charge  for  convey- 
ances, horses,  and  guides.  Those  who  consult  economy  will^  instead  of 
going  to  inferior  inns  in  large  towns,  avoid  them,  and  sleep  in  villages 
whenever  it  is  practicable.  The  German  students,  who  understand  the 
art  of  travelling  eoonomically,  always  proceed  in  a  party,  and  usually  send 
on  one  of  their  number  a-h^,  to  their  intended  night-quarters,  to  mal'c 
terms  with  the  innkeeper,  and  do  not  spend  more  than  5  or  7  frs.  a-day. 
There  is  this  advantage  in  travelling  with  a  party,  that  numbers  are  more 
welcomed  at  an  inn  and  better  attended  to  than  a  solitary  individual ;  on 
the  other  hand,  when  inns  are  full,  few  stand  a  better  chance  than  many ; 
and  travellers  with  ladies  are  allotted  better  rooms  than  single  men.  All 
arrangements  for  the  hire  of  carriages,  horses,  or  guides,  should  be  con- 
cluded over-night :  he  that  waits  till  the  morning  will  generally  find 
either  the  conveyances  engaged  by  others,  or  the  price  demanded  for  them 
increased,  and,  at  all  events,  his  departure  delayed. 

Among  the  mountains,  the  traveller  may  obtain,  in  perfection,  the 
small  alpine  Trout,  whioh  are  of  great  excellence ;  sometimes,  also, 
chamois  venison,  which,  by  the  way,  is  far  inferior  to  park  venison  ; 
wild  strawberries  are  very  abundant,  and,  with  a  copious  admixture  of 
delicious  cream, — the  staple  conmiodity  of  the  Alps, — are  by  no  means 
to  be  despised. 

Those  who  enter  a  Swiss  inn,  tired,  hot,  and  thirsty,  after  a  long  walk 
or  dusty  ride,  may  ask  for  a  bottle  of  "  limonaile  gazeuse,"  under  which 
name  they  will  recognise  a  drink  nearly  resembling  ginsjer-beer,  but  with 
more  acicQty,  and,  when  good,  very  refreshing.  It  supplies  here  the  place 
of  hock  and  Seltzer-water  on  the  Hhine. 

Swiss  wines  are  generally  oondemned.  Tolerably  good  wine  is  made  in 
the  Cantons  Neuchftel,  Vaud,  and  Valais  ;  but  is  not  often  to  be  found  at 
inns.  French  Beaujolais  wine  is  usually  the  best  liquor  to  be  had  in  all 
but  the  best  hotels.  Some  persons  like  a  sweetish  Piedmontese  wins 
that  tastes  like  perry  (vino  d'Asti),  which  is  common  in  Swiss  inns. 
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5  12. — DIRECTIONS  FOR  TRAVELLERS,  AND  REQIHSmSS  FOR  A  JOURNEY 
IN  SWITZERLAND  —  MAPS  —  DANGERS  OF  ALPINE  TRAVELLING  —  PRE- 
CAUTIONS TO  BE  ADOPTED. 

The  best  season  for  travelling  among  the  Alps  is  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September,  in  which  may,  perhaps,  he  included  the  last  half 
of  June.  The  higher  Alpine  passes  are  scarcely  clear  of  snow  before  the 
second  week  of  June ;  and  before  the  middle  of  October,  snow  almost 
invariably  falls  on  the  high  Alps  :  and  though  the  weather  is  often  still 
serene,  the  nights  draw  in  so  fast  as  to  curtail,  inconveniently,  the  day's 
journey.  During  the  long  days  of  July  and  August  one  may  get  over  a 
great  deal  of  ground.  In  September  the  days  are  not  too  hot  for  hard 
walking,  and  there  seems  to  be  the  best  chance  of  fine  weather.  On  an 
average  there  is  one  season  in  four  fine,  two  tolerable,  and  one  bad.  Those 
who  have  not  seen  Switzerland  in  set  fine  weather  do  not  know  what 
Switzerland  is. 

The  first  expeditions  up  mountains  produce  intense  thirst,  and  drinking 
water  does  not  remedy  it,  for  it  is  caused  by  a  fever  of  the  palate.  Tra- 
vellers should  be  cautioned  against  indulging  in  cold  water  or  cold  milk 
when  heated  ;  the  guides  and  natives  accustomed  to  mountain  travelling 
never  drink  before  resting ;  exercise  afterwards  will  render  the  draught 
harmless. 

It  is  tiresome  and  unprofitable  in  the  extreme  to  walk  along  a  high 
road  over  a  flat  and  monotonous  country,  where  there  is  a  carriage-road 
and  conveyances  are  to  be  had  :  here  it  is  best  to  ride ;  the  cost  of  a  con- 
veyance is  counterbalanced  by  the  economy  of  time. 

After  the  middle  of  June,  when  the  season  for  travelling  in  Switzerland 
begins,  little  danger  is  to  be  feared  from  avalcmcTieSf  except  immediately 
after  snow-storms,  which  occur  among  the  high  Alps  even  in  the  height 
of  summer. 

In  traversing  Sunss  lakes,  implicit  reliance  should  be  placed  on  the 
advice  of  the  boatmen,  and  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  induce  ihem  to 
launch  their  boats  when  they  foresee  danger.     (See  Rte.  18.) 

In  a  few  spots  on  the  Italian  side,  and  in  some  spots  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Alps,  especially  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  there  is  malaria  in 
marshy  places  and  in  the  districts  about  the  embouchures  of  rivers  where 
they  empty  themselves  into  lakes,  and  travellers  should  avoid  sleeping  in 
such  districts. 

For  many  years  Keller's  was  the  only  map  of  Switzerland,  and  is  still 
the  clearest  and  most  portable  road  map  (Ziirich  edit,  best;  English 
and  French  copies  inferior).  Since  the  government  surveys  have  been 
made,  more  accurate  maps  have  been  published.  LeuthoUTs  (Ziirich), 
10  fr.,  is  on  the  whole  the  best ;  it  is  clear,  and  its  mountains  are  more 
accurate  than  in  Keller.  For  those  who  are  content  with  less  complete  and 
more  portable  maps  tbere  are  Leuthold's  at  7  fr.  and  3  fr.  Gross  (Ziirich) 
has  published  a  good  map.  Zv>gler  (St.  Gall)  has  published  very  accurate 
but  not  clear  maps,  at  8  fr.  and  2  fr.  A  traveller  who  is  content  to  pore 
minutely  over  Ziegler's  map  will  find  it  far  the  fullest  and  most  trustworthy. 
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Geological  maps  by  Studer  and  Escher  at  22  fr.  There  are  spurious  and 
inferior  editions  of  many  of  these  maps  published  in  France  or  Germany, 
against  which  the  purchaser  must  be  on  his  guard. 

The  Oovernment  Map  of  Switzerland — scale  t^oq,  or  2-3rds  of  an  inch 
to  the  mile,  published  under  the  direction  of  General  Bufour,  and  sold  by 
all  the  principal  booksellers,  and  analogous  to  the  English  Ordnance  Maps, 
is  by  far  the  best.  It  is  comprised  in  25  sheets,  all  of  which  have  now 
appeared,  each  sheet  containing  about  SO  miles  square,  and  costing  from 
4  to  7  fr.  This  map  contains  not  only  every  road  and  every  path  of 
importance,  but  even  every  single  house  and  bam.  The  execution  of  these 
maps  is  admirable:  the  mountains  engraved  are  absolutely  portraits. 
Travellers  intending  to  diverge  from  the  beaten  track,  with  a  view  to 
explore  any  particular  district,  are  advised  to  provide  themselves  with 
the  sheet  of  the  government  map  in  which  it  is  included,  and  to  write  for 
it  by  jxst  to  some  good  bookseller,  such  as  Dalp,  at  Berne,  if  they  have 
not  got  it  The  map  of  Switzerland  attached  to  this  volume  is  divided 
into  numbered  squares,  which  severally  correspond  to  the  sheets  of  the 
Government  map. 

Studer  and  Escher's  geological  maps  are  elaborate  works,  the  result  of 
immense  labour.  Studer  has  also  published  an  excellent  map  of  the 
country  round  Monte  Rosa  (Wagner,  liern),  smaller  but  more  correct  than 
Schlagentweit's.  Reilly's  map  of  Mont  Blanc,  London,  1866,  is  far  the 
best  that  has  been  produced. 
See  also  Introd.  to  Savoy  and  Piedmont. 

Requisites  for  Travelling, — The  following  hints  are  principally  addressed 
to  those  who  intend  to  make  pedestrian  journeys. 

To  travel  on  foot  is  the  best  mode  of  seeing  Switzerland  ;  and  it  saves 
a  world  of  trouble  to  have  no  other  baggage  than  a  knapsack ;  one  contain- 
ing 2  flannel  shirts,  6  collars,  6  pocket-handkerchiefs,  2  neckties,  1  night- 
gown, 4  pair  socks,  slippers,  thin  shoes  for  wear  in  the  house  or  a  short 
stroll  when  the  others  are  wet  through,  alpaca  coat,  thin  waistcoat  and 
trowsers,  light  hair- brush,  clothes-brush,  sim]»le  dressing  and  writing 
inaterials,  veil,  spectacles  for  ice,  woollen  comforter,  gloves,  muifetecs,  with 
a  thin  paletot  or  fine  light  plaid,  strapped  on  the  outside,  will  not  exceed 
12  lbs.  A  waterproof  is  not  of  much  use  to  a  pedestrian,  as  it  is  too  hot. 
A  good  umbrella  is  more  useful,  and  will  keep  oft*  the  sun  ;  when  not  in 
use  it  is  stuck  through  the  knapsack  after  the  Swiss  fashion. 

The  hoots  ought  to  be  double-soled,  provided  with  hob-nails,  such 
as  are  worn  in  shooting  iu  England,  and  without  irou  heels,  which 
are  dangerous,  and  liable  to  slip  in  walking  over  rocks ;  three  rows  of 
nails  are  better,  and  Swiss  nails  are  better  tlian  English,  which  are 
often  too  hard  and  slippery  :  the  weight  of  a  shoe  of  this  kind  is  counter- 
balanced by  the  effectual  protection  afforded  to  the  feet  against  sharp  rocks 
and  loose  stones,  which  cause  contusions,  and  are  a  great  source  of  fatigue 
and  paiin  ;  they  should  be  so  large  as  not  to  pinch  any  part  of  the  foot. 
The  experienced  pedestrian  never  commences  a  journey  with  new  boots, 
but  with  a  pair  that  have  already  conformed  to  the  shape  of  the  feet. 
If  the  boots  come  to  grief,  Swiss  bootmakers  are  capable  of  satisfying  an 
Englishman's  wants.  Thick  knit  worsted  socks,  double  at  the  heels, 
or  cotton  stockings  with  worsted  feet,  ought  invariably  to  be  worn,  and 
flannel  shirts  are  incomparably  the  best  for  all  exertion.     It  is  advisable 
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to  travel  in  tweed  trowsers,  not  in  linen,  which  afford  no  protec- 
tion against  rain  or  changes  of  temperature  in  mountain  regions.  The 
clothes,  if  woollen,  can  hardly  be  too  thin  or  light.  In  the  months 
when  Englishmen  travel  it  is  seldom  cold,  and  often  extremely  hot. 
No  one  who  has  not  ascended  a  mountain  or  a  pass  in  the  sun  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  intense  heat  he  will  he  subject  to. 

Portmanteaus  are  better  in  England  than  anywhere  else,  but  should  not 
be  too  large.  A  carpet-bag  or  knapsack  should  always  be  taken,  as  a  port- 
manteau requires  a  luggage-mule  or  a  porter,  whilst  a  carpet-bag  will  go 
behind  the  saddle,  and  the  portmanteau  may  be  sent  round  by  the  high  road. 

Knapsacks  are  of  two  sorts  :  mackintosh  with  stiff  sides,  and  intended 
to  carry  a  complete  equipment,  in  which  case  they  should  be  tolerably 
large ;  and  mackintosh  or  oilskin  without  a  frame  or  stiffening,  so  as  to 
pack  in  a  portmanteau,  but  large  enough  to  carry  a  supply  of  clothes  for  a 
week  or  two. 

A  flask  is  sometimes  carried ;  but  spirits  during  violent  exertion,  and 
especially  at  great  heights,  are  to  be  avoided :  wine  diluted  plentifully 
with  water  is  usually  preferred ;  but  many  experienced  mountaineers  find 
cold  tea  a  better  preservative  from  thirst.  Many  persons  find  relief  from 
the  intense  thirst  by  keeping  a  pebble  in  the  mouth.  In  ascending  to 
great  heights  dried  raisins  or  prunes  are  also  found  advantageous. 

A  telescope  is  not  of  much  use,  as  the  view  is  seldom  minute.  A 
"  duchesse  **  opera  glass  is  far  better. 

Lee,  440,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  furnishes 
many  requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case.  No 
pedestrian  should  travel  without  a  pocket-compass,  nor  without  a  leather 
drinking-cup. 

Cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  baggage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  often 
insist  upon  each  package  being  addressed,  before  they  will  take  charge  of 
it)  ;  and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  together  books,  coats,  shawls, 
&c.,  or  small  parcels,  will  be  found  very  useful. 

The  alnenstock  is  an  almost  indispensable  companion  upon  moimtain  jour- 
neys, and  may  be  procured  everywhere  in  Switzerland  for  about  a  franc.  It 
is  a  stout  pole,  6|  or  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end.  The 
pedestrian  who  knows  how  to  use  it  appreciates  its  value  as  a  staff  and 
leaping-pole,  but  chiefly  as  a  support  in  descending  the  mountains;  it 
then  Incomes,  as  it  were,  a  third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  of 
the  weight  of  the  body  from  the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in 
descending  long  and  steep  hills.  By  the  aid  of  it  also  travellers  in  the  high 
Alps  are  enabled  to  slide  down  steep  slopes  of  snow  with  great  ease  after 
some  practice,  checking  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it  becomes  too 
great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper.  In  crossing  glaciers, 
it  is  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  ice,  and  ascertain  whether  it  be 
free  from  crevasses  and  able  to  bear  the  weight.  The  alpenstock  is  usually 
of  fir,  but  the  only  trustworthy  ones  are  of  ash,  and  sufficiently  strong  to 
bear  the  weight  of  a  man  seated  on  the  middle  while  the  ends  rest  on  2 
supports.  The  common  alpenstocks  are  not  to  be  trusted  on  high  excur- 
fiions ;  it  is  safer  to  order  an  ash  pole  as  high  as  the  traveller's  chin,  and 
about  4  inches  in  circumference,  with  a  steel  spike  very  solidly  attached  to 
the  lower  end.    The  chamois-horn  often  appended  to  the  alpenstocks  of 
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the  shops  is  absurd  and  inoonvenient,  if  not  dangerous.  (See  below  for 
tcc-axc.) 

Dangers  of  Alpine  travelling  and  precautions  to  he  adojded, — Within 
the  last  few  years  the  desire  to  undertake  difficult  and  adventurous 
expeditions  in  the  high  Alps  has  become  common  amongst  our  countrymen. 
By  many  hardy  and  dangerous  exploits  they  have  proved  their  aptness  for 
this  new  description  of  sport,  but  several  fatal  accidents,  and  a  still  larger 
number  of  hairbreadth  and  unexpected  e8ca()es,  have  shown  the  necessity 
for  imposing  some  prudential  restraint,  or  at  least  some  increased  caution, 
upon  inexperienced  travellers  who  are  liable  to  be  led  into  danger  by  the 
spirit  of  imitation.  Mountaineers  who  well  understand  their  own  pursuit, 
who  have  ascertained  by  continued  practice  the  limits  of  their  own 
strength  and  endurance,  who  know  what  the  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  are, 
and  how  these  may  best  be  avoided,  do  not  require,  and  would  not  accept 
advice.  Those  who,  with  little  or  no  knowledge  and  experience,  wish  to 
engage  in  a  pursuit  wherein  they  may  at  any  moment  risk  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  their  companions,  may  benefit  by  the  advice  of  their  veteran 
predecessors,  provided  they  will  remember  that  no  advice  can  dispense 
with  the  necessity  for  practical  training,  and  some  familiarity  with  the 
peculiar  phenomena  of  the  ice-region  of  the  high  Alps.  The  following 
paragraphs  are  condensed  from  the  18th  chapter  of  '  Peaks,  Passes,  and 
Glaciers,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine  Club. 

The  dangers  of  Alpine  expeditions  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  real  and  the  imaginary.  Where  a  ridge  or  slope  of  rock  or  ice  is  such 
that  it  could  be  traversed  without  difficulty  if  it  lay  but  a  few  feet  above 
the  level  of  a  garden,  the  substitution  on  either  side  of  a  precipice  some 
thousands  of  feet  in  depth,  or  of  a  glacier  crevasse,  makes  no  real  difference 
in  the  work  to  be  done,  though  it  may  have  a  formidable  effect  on  the 
traveller's  imagination.  Those  who  cannot  remove  this  source  of  danger 
by  accustoming  themselves  to  look  unmoved  down  vertical  precipices,  and, 
in  cases  of  real  difficulty,  to  fix  their  attention  exclusively  on  the  ledge  or 
jutting  crag  to  which  they  must  cling  with  foot  or  hand,  should  avoid 
expeditions  where  a  moment's  nervousness  may  endanger  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  others. 

The  real  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  may,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
reduced  to  three.  First,  the  yielding  of  the  snow  bridges  that  cover  glacier 
crevasses ;  second,  the  risk  of  slipping  upon  steep  slopes  of  hard  ioe ;  third, 
the  fall  of  ice  or  rocks  from  above. 

From  the  first  and  most  frequent  source  of  danger,  absolute  security  is 
obtained  by  a  precaution  generally  known,  but  often  neglected.  In  the 
higher  region  of  the  glaciers  crevasses,  even  of  considerable  width,  are 
often  completely  bridged  over  by  a  covering  of  snow,  so  that  no  indication 
of  their  existence  is  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier.  The  snow  bridges 
often  yield  under  the  weight  of  a  man's  footsteps ;  in  such  a  case  an  active 
man  whose  attention  is  on  the  alert  may  sometimes  extricate  himself  at 
once,  but  it  more  commonly  happens  that  he  falls  into  the  chasm  beneath, 
in  which  case  his  chance  of  life  is  faint  indeed.  But  if  several  |travellers 
are  tied  together  with  a  stout  rope,  as  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable 
that  a  majority  of  them  should  fall  at  the  same  moment  into  the  same 
crevasse,  no  appreciable  danger  from  this  cause  need  be  incurred.  Even 
two  travellers  tied  together  may  with  proper  attention  avoid  this  risk,  but 
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greater  security  is  obtained  when  they  are  three  or  more  in  numher.  It 
is  mainly  because  he  cannot  be  protected  from  this  danger  that  a  man 
who  goes  alone  over  the  higher  regions  of  the  great  glaciers  incurs  a  risk 
that  must  be  called  unjustifiable. 

For  surmounting  steep  ice  slopes  by  cutting  the  necessary  steps  the  axe 
is  the  proper  instrument,  but  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  best 
form  to  be  given  to  it.  Considerable  practice  is  required  to  use  this  instru- 
ment with  effect,  and  few  amateurs  acquire  much  proficiency.  In  consi- 
derable expeditions  it  is  well  to  carry  a  second  axe ;  it  will  sometimes  save 
time,  and  supply  a  serious  deficiency  if  the  first  should  be  lost  or  broken. 
A  committee  of  the  Alpine  Club,  in  1864,  recommended  3  designs  for  an 
ice-axe.  These  are  to  be  procured  complete  of  Mr.  Leaver,  metal-worker, 
Maidenhead,  at  the  prices  of  18«.,  21.s.,  and  22fi.  respectively. 

Crampons  for  the  feet  are  never  used  by  English  mountaineers,  nor  by 
the  best  guides,  who  trust  entirely  to  their  nailed  boots  and  ice-axes. 
Persons  who  have  not  sufficient  nails  to  their  boots,  may  supplement  them, 
on  occasion,  by  screws  of  hard  steel  with  square  four-pointed  heads, 
arranged  in  a  convenient  way  for  beinjx  driven  into  the  soles  and  heels. 
•They  are  sold  in  London  by  Lund,  in  Fleet -street,  and  have  been  found 
very  useful. 

In  spite  of  these  precautions  a  traveller  may  slip  on  an  ice  slope  where, 
if  unchecked,  a  fall  would  lead  to  certain  destruction.  Against  this  danger 
the  rope  is  usually  an  effectual  preservative.  Cases,  however,  occur  where 
the  footing  is  so  precarious  that  a  party  cannot  be  tied  together,  as,  if  one 
were  to  slip,  he  would  inevitably  drag  all  his  companions  along  with  him  to 
destruction.  It  is  for  those  concerned  to  consider  whether  in  such  instances 
the  object  in  view  is  such  as  to  justify  the  inevitable  peril  of  the  ascent. 

The  danger  arising  from  ice  and  fraj^ments  of  rock  falling  across  the 
track  may,  to  a  great  extent,  be  avoided  by  a  judicious  choice  of  route.  Ex- 
perienced mountaineers  learn  to  recognize  the  positions  where  ice  detached 
from  a  higher  level  descends  over  a  precipice  or  steep  slope  of  rock.  They 
either  avoid  such  spots 'altogether  or  are  careful  to  pass  them  early  in  the 
morning,  before  the  sun  has  loosened  the  impending  masses,  or  late  in  the 
day,  after  his  rays  have  been  withdrawn. 

ITie  ordinary  risks  of  Alpine  adventure  are  seriously  increased  during 
bad  weather,  and  new  dangers  may  then  assail  the  traveller.  Masses  of 
rock  are  then  detached  from  their  previously  firm  resting-places,  and  come 
thundering  down  across  the  track.  Falling  snow  obscures  the  view  and 
effaces  the  footprints,  so  that  it  soon  becomes  equally  difficult  to  advance 
and  to  retreat.  Worst  of  all,  when  snow  is  accompanied  by  violent  gusts 
of  wind,  the  tourmentCy  or  snow  whirlwind,  bewilders  the  traveller,  half- 
blinded  by  the  fine  dust-like  snow  of  the  higher  regions,  and  benumbs  his 
limbs  with  its  biting  breath,  if  he  be  unable  to  keep  up  rapid  exercise.  A 
reasonable  man  will  avoid  bad  weather  in  the  high  Alps  whenever  it  can  be 
foreseen,  or  resort  to  an  immediate  retreat  when  unexpectedly  attacked  by 
it.  Attention  to  the  beariniis  of  the  compass  and  to  landmarks  when  the 
appearance  of  the  weather  becomes  doubtful  will  generally  enable  a  party 
to  retrace  their  steps.  Few  summer  travellers  have  an  idea  of  the  possible 
terrors  of  the  Alps. 

The  best  general  rule  for  unpractised  travellers  wishing  to  attempt  a 
difiicult  excursion  is  to  take  two  good  guides  for  each  traveller,  to  trust  to 
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their  advice  about  the  weather,  to  be  careful  to  see  before  starting  that  they 
are  supplied  with  a  suflSciency  of  good  sound  rope,  and,  when  the  time 
comes  for  using  it,  to  insist  that  it  shall  be  fastened  round  the  waist  of 
each  member  of  the  party,  so  that  both  his  arms  shall  be  free  for  use  in 
case  of  an  emergency.  To  a  ne^ect  of  this  last  precaution  must  doubtless 
be  attrihuted  the  loss  of  three  English  trayellers  on  the  Col  du  Gdant  in 
1860. 

In  all  excursions  on  the  higher  glaciers  spectacles  of  dark  glass  should 
be  used  to  protect  the  eyes  from  the  glare  of  the  snow.  Serious  cases  of 
inflammation  have  arisen  from  the  neglect  of  this  precaution.  A  gauze  veil 
serves  to  protect  the  traveller  in  some  degree  from  the  eifects  of  the  intense 
radiance  of  the  sun,  and  the  glare  of  its  reflexion  from  the  snow.  Most 
travellers  in  the  upper  regions  lose  the  skin  from  every  exposed  part  of  the 
face  and  neck.  Glycerine  or  cold  cream  is  a  preservative,  or  at  least  serves 
to  give  relief  from  this  inconvenient  concomitant  of  the  pleasures  of  snow- 
travelling.  Some  persons  recommend  collodion,  especially  for  the  lips, 
which  are  apt  to  split  in  a  painful  way. 

PrecauHoMfoT  Health. — Nothing  is  more  conducive  to  health  than  the 
combination  of  exercise,  pure  air,  and  wholesome  enjoyment  which  is 
found  by  a  pedestrian  in  the  Aljn.  A  few  simple  rules  should,  how- 
ever, be  observed : — 

If  not  already  in  training,  be  content  to  make  very  short  journeys  at 
first,  and  never  allow  your  feet  to  blister.  After  a  fortnight's  practice  you 
may  undertake  whatever  you  please.  Any  youth,  not  of  a  weakly  frame, 
can  readily  put  himself  into  suflBcient  '•  training  **  to  undertake  first-class 
excursions;  but,  without  some  training,  the  strongest-limbed  athlete 
would  break  down. 

Immediately  on  your  arrival,  after  a  day's  walk,  wash  extensively  with 
soap  and  hot  water  and  change  your  linen.  If  at  all  fatigued,  or  if  the 
circulation  be  hurried,  lie  down  after  washing  and  dressing,  and  try  to 
sleep  for  a  few  minutes  before  dinner.  When  you  have  only  a  knapsack 
you  should  keep  one  set  of  underclothing  for  the  etenino;  exclusively. 

After  a  moderate  walk  ordinary  diet  with  wine  and  beer  is  unobjec- 
tionable ;  but  when  fatigued  by  unusual  exertion  there  is  nothing  so 
useful  as  tea.  Aiter  it  you  will  sleep  soundly  when  otherwise  you  would 
have  been  disturbed  ana  feverish,  A  tumbler  of  lemon-juice,  water,  and 
sugar,  if  sipped  (not  guli)ed  down),  materially  allays  feverishness.  Lemons 
can  al?rays  be  got  at  the  inns. 


}  13.  OBJECTS  MOST  DESEBVIN6  OF  NOTICE  IN  SWITZERLAND — THE  COUNTRY 
AND  PEOPLE — ^BATHS. 

In  order  to  travel  with  advantage  in  a  country  previously  unknown, 
something  more  seems  necessary  than  a  mere  detail  of  certain  lines  of  road, 
and  an  enumeration  of  towns,  villages,  mountains,  &e.  The  following 
section  has  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  furnish  such  preliminary  informa- 
tion as  may  enable  the  tourist  to  turn  his  time  to  the  best  account ;  to 
decide  where  to  dwell,  and  where  to  pass  quickly.  Th6  task  is  difficult : 
let  this  serve  as  an  excuse  for  its  imperfect  execution. 
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Switzerland  owes  the  sublimity  and  diversified  beauty  of  its  scenery, 
which  it  possesses  in  a  greater  d^ee  perhaps  than  any  other  country  of  the 
globe,  to  the  presence  of  the  Alps — the  loftiest  mountains  of  Europe,  the 
dorsal  ridge  or  backbone,  as  it  were,  of  the  Continent.  These  run  through 
the  land,  and  occupy,  with  their  main  trunk,  or  minor  spurs  and  offsets^ 
nearly  its  whole  surface.  They  attain  the  greatest  height  along  the  S.  and 
E.  frontier-line  of  Switzerland,  but  as  they  extend  N.,  subsiding  and  gra- 
dually opening  out  to  allow  a  passage  to  the  Rhine  and  the  Rhone,  and 
their  tributaries,  they  are  met  by  the  minor  chain  of  the  Jura,  which  forms 
,the  N.W.  boundary  of  Switzerland.  It  is  from  the  apex  of  this  advanced 
guard,  as  it  were,  of  the  Alps,  or  from  one  of  the  intermediate  outlying  hills, 
that  the  traveller,  on  entering  the  country,  obtains  the  first  view  of  the 
great  central  chain.  From  the  brow  of  the  hill,  at  the  further  extremity  of 
a  landscape  composed  of  undulating  country — woods,  hills,  villages,  lakes, 
and  silvery,  winding  rivers — sufficient  of  itself  to  rivet  the  attention,  he 
will  discover  what,  if  he  has  not  before  enjoyed  the  glorious  spectacle  of  a 
snowy  mountain,  he  will  probably  take  for  a  border  of  fleecy  cloud  floating 
along  the  horizon.  The  eye,  unaccustomed  to  objects  of  such  magnitude, 
fails  at  first  to  convey  to  the  mind  the  notion,  that  these  clearly  defined 
white  masses  are  mountains  60  or  70  m.  off.  Distance  and  the  intervening 
atmosphere  have  little  effect  in  diminishing  the  intense  white  of  the 
snow ;  it  glitters  pure  and  unsullied  as  if  it  had  just  fallen  close  at 
hand. 

There  are  many  points  of  view  whence  the  semicircular  array  of  Alpine 
peaks,  presented  at  once  to  the  eye,  extends  for  more  than  120  m.,  from 
the  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Titlis,  and  comprises  between  200  and  300  distinct 
smnmits,  capped  with  snow,  or  bristling  with  bare  rocks,  having  their  in- 
terstices filled  with  perpetual  glaciers. 

It  was  such  a  prospect  that  inspired  those  remarkable  lines  of  Byron : — 

'<  Above  me  are  the  Alps, 
The  palaces  of  Nature,  whose  vast  walls 
Have  pinnacled  in  clouds  their  snowy  scalps, 
And  throned  Eternity  in  icy  halls 
Of  cold  sublimity,  where  forms  and  &lls 
The  Avalanche — the  thunderbolt  of  snow  I 
All  that  expands  the  spirit,  yet  appals. 
Gather  around  the  summits,  as  to  show 
How  earth  may  soar  to  heaven,  yet  leave  vain  man  below." 


List  of  Heights  commanding  distant  Alpine  fancramas. 


Mountains 

near  to 

Albis     .    .    . 

.  Zurich. 

Becca  di  Nona 

.  Aosta. 

Berne    .    .    . 

.  Berne. 

Chaumont .    « 

.  Neuch&tel. 

Bdle      .    .    , 

.  Geneva. 

Faulhom   .    , 

,  Grindenwald. 

Generoso  .    . 

.  Lake  of  Como. 

Afountams  near  to 

Hauenstein  •    •    •    .  Olten. 
Monterone   ....  Baveno. 
Niesen     .....  Thun. 

Filatus Lucerne. 

Rigi    ......  Lucerne. 

SaTvadore     ....  Lugano. 

Weissenstein    .    ,    .  Soleure, 
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Of  these  the  Rigi  is  probably  the  finest,  as  it  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  accessible ;  some  give  the  preference  to  the  B«cca  di  Nona,  or  the 
Faulhom,  from  their  proximity  to  the  High  Alps  rising  close  at  hand. 
The  passion  for  climbing  momitains,  so  ardent  in  a  young  traveller,  often 
cools;  and  many  who  have  surmounted  the  Rigi,  the  Faulhom  or  Roth- 
horn,  and  the  Ddle,  consider  any  further  ascents  a  waste  of  time  and 
labour.  Others,  however,  after  having  overcome  the  fatigue  of  the  first 
10  or  12  days,  begin  to  feel  a  desire  to  ascend  more  and  more  difficult 
heights  and  passes ;  and  this  desire  not  unfrequently  becomes  quite  a 
passion. 

For  a  near  view  of  Alpine  scenery,  amidst  the  recesses  of  the  mountains, 
the  spots  which  afford  a  concentration  of  the  most  grand  and  sublime 
objects  are  the  valleys  of  the  Bernese  Oberland,  those  which  descend  from 
Monte  Rosa,  especially  the  valleys  of  Zermatt  and  Macugnaga,  and  those 
around  the  base  of  Mont  Blanc,  including,  of  course,  Chamouni.  It  is  in 
these  three  districts  that  the  combination  of  fine  forms  and  great  elevation 
in  the  moimtains — of  vast  extent  of  glaciers  and  snow-fields,  with  the 
accompaniments  of  the  roar  of  the  avalanche  and  the  rush  of  the  falling 
torrent — are  most  remarkable.  Here,  in  particular,  the  glaciers,  the  most 
characteristic  feature  of  this  country,  are  seen  to  greatest  advantage,  not 
only  those  fantastically  fractured  masses  of  iceberg  which  descend  into  the 
low  grounds,  but  those  vast  fields  of  ice  called  Mers  de  Glace.  To  the 
neighbourhoods  of  Mont  Blanc  and  Monte  Rosa  must  be  given  the  pre- 
ference in  point  of  sublimity  ;  and  the  traveller  will,  for  this  reason,  do 
well  in  reserving  them  for  the  termination  of  his  tour,  and  the  crowning 
acts  of  his  journey. 

Amongst  the  remarkable  points  from  whence  a  near  view  of  grand 
Alpine  scenery  may  be  obtained  without  danger  or  serious  difiiculty,  the 
following  may  be  selected : — 


Mountains  accessible  to  moderate  cUmhers^  commanding  near  views. 


Mountains 
^ge:i8chhom 
Arpietta  Alp 
Bella  Tola     . 
Breven      .    . 
Cramont 


near  to 
Viesch. 
fiinfisch  Thai. 
8t.  Luc. 
Chamouni. 
Courmayeur. 


Dreizehntenhom  TurtmanThaL 
Corner  Grat .    .  Zermatt. 
tGrauhaupt  .    .  Gressonay. 


Mountains 

tMittelhom  . 

Piz  Languard  . 

Pierre  i  voir  . 

tSchilthom ,  • 

fSentis    .    ,  . 

Sidelhom     .  • 

tTitlis      .    .  , 

Torrenthom  . 


near  to 
Zermatt. 
Pontresina. 
Martigny, 
Miirren. 
Appenzell, 
GrmiseL 
Engstlen. 
Leukerbad« 


Those  marked  with  a  f  are  the  more  difficult. 


Of  accessible  Glaciers  the  most  remarkable  are  those  of  Chamouni  and 
of  Grindelwald.  That  of  Rosenlaui  is  celebrated  for  its  extreme  purity,  and 
the  dark  blue  colour  of  its  chasms. 

An  interesting  account  of  excursions  and  ascents  in  some  of  the  wildest 
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and  grandest  parts  of  the  Bernese  and  Valais  Alps  is  given  by  Gottlieb 
Studer  in  a  snaall  work  entitled  *  Topographische  Mittbeilungen  aus  dem 
Alpengebirge.'  The  first  part,  accompanied  by  six  lanoramic  sketches, 
was  published  by  Hnber  (Bern  and  St.  Gall)  in  1843.  Desor's  *  Excur- 
sions et  S^jours  dans  lea  Glaciers,*  &c.,  and  the  sequel,  *  Nouvelles  Ex- 
cursions et  S^jours,'  &c.,  Neufchatel,  1844  and  1845,  contain  also  some 
interesting  excursions,  but  the  descriptions  are  not  free  from  occasional 
inaccuracy  and  exaggeration.  The  Flore  Vailaisanne  of  Count  d'Angre- 
▼ille  (Geneva)  is  an  excellent  manual  for  the  botanist  among  the  Alps  of 
the  great  chains. 

A  number  of  works  connected  with  Alpine  travel  and  adventure  have 
issued  from  the  English  press.  Amongst  so  many,  possessing  various 
degrees  of  merit,  and  addressed  to  the  wants  and  tastes  of  different  classes 
of  readers,  a  few  may  be  particularly  noticed.  *  The  Italian  Valleys  of 
the  Pennine  Alps,'  by  the  Rev.  8.  W.  King,*  and  'A  Lady's  Tour  round 
Monte  Rosa,'  are  works  addressed  to  tourists  of  ordinary  strength  and 
capacity ;  while  *  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Glaciers,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine 
Club;  the  numbers  of  the  *  Alpine  Journal;'  'Wanderings  among  the 
High  Alps,'  by  Alfred  Wills ;  and  '  Summer  Months  among  the  Alps,'  by 
T.  W.  HinchliflF,  are  designed  for  the  more  haidy  and  adventurous  explorers 
of  the  Alps.  For  solid  information,  eai^ecially  on  matters  connected  with 
physical  science,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  standard  works  of  Saussure, 
Professor  Forbes,  and  Professor  Tyndall,  already  mentioned  in  the  preface. 

Perhaps  the  best  delineatioM  of  Swiss  scenery,  glaciers,  passes,  travelling 
incidents,  tfcc,  are  to  be  found  in  the  water-colour  pictures  of  Mr.  George 
Barnard.  They  combine  in  a  high  degree  picturesqueness  with  truth, 
having  been  carefully  drawn  on  the  spot.  They  are  far  superior  to  the 
views  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Swiss  print-shops. 

The  earlier  attempts  at  applying  photography  to  represent  the  glaciers 
and  snow  regions  of  the  Alps  were  not  successful,  but  of  late  admirable 
likenesses  have  been  obtained,  particularly  by  Bisson  of  Paris.  Some  fine 
specimens  have  been  exhibited  in  London  and  Paris,  and  may  now  be 
purchased  in  both  cities. 

Lakes, — Madame  de  Stael  has  somewhere  remarked,  on  the  proximity 
of  lakes  to  mountains,  that  Nature  seems  to  have  placed  them  in  the  midst 
of  her  grandest  scenes,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  in  order  to  serve  as  mirrors 
to  them,  and  to  iqultiply  their  enchanting  forms.  Lakes  are  very  nu- 
merous in  Switzerland,  and  they  certainly  add  a  principal  charm  to  its 
scenery.  It  is  difficult  to  classify  them  according  to  their  respective  merits, 
as  almost  everyone  has  some  peculiarity  which  characterises  it  and  renders 
it  worthy  of  attention.  The  most  remarkable  are,  the  Lake  of  Lucerne, 
which  exhibits  in  perfection  savage  grandeur  and  sublimity  ;  Wallenstadt, 
Thun,  and  Brienz,  all  thoroughly  Swiss ;  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  or  Lac 
Leman,  distinguished  for  its  great  extent,  and  for  the  diversified  character 
it  presents,  being  at  one  end  rugged  and  sublime,  at  the  other  sof^  and 
smiling  :  it  occupies  an  intermediate  rank  between  the  Swiss  and  Italian 
Lakes,  lliese  last,  that  is  to  say,  Maggiore,  Lugano,  and  Como,  may  be 
included  in  the  tour  of  Switzerland,  either  from  portions  of  them  being 
actually  situated  within  its  territory,  or  from  their  vicinity  to  it.  Their 
character  is  rather  smiling  than  frowning  ;  they  are  blessed  with  a  southern 
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climate,  in  addition  to  their  own  attractions ;  their  thickets  are  groves  of 
orange,  olive,  myrtle,  and  pomegranate  ;  and  their  habitations  are  villas  and 
pala^s.  Along  with  the  lakes  named  above  must  be  mentioned  the  little 
Lake  of  Orta,  which,  though  situated  in  Piedmont,  lies  so  close  to  the 
Simplon,  and  possesses  such  high  claims  to  notice,  that  no  traveller, 
approaching  that  comer  of  Switzerland  to  which  it  is  a  neighbour,  should 
omit  to  visit  it. 

The  attempt  to  fix  an  order  of  precedence  for  the  Swiss  WatetfaUs  is 
not  likely  to  meet  with  general  ap[)roval,  because  much  of  the  interest 
connected  with  them  depends  on  the  seasons  and  the  weather,  as  well  as 
on  the  taste  and  temper  of  the  spectator.  A  fine  waterfall  is,  indeed,  a 
magnificent  spectacle  ;  but  it  will  be  appreciated,  not  merely  by  its  own 
merits,  but,  to  use  a  mercantile  phrase,  according  to  the  abundance  of  the 
supply.  Now,  in  Switzerland,  waterfalls  are  as  numerous  as  blackberries. 
The  traveller,  after  a  week  or  fortnight's  journey,  is  pestered  by  them, 
and  will  hardly  turn  his  head  aside  to  look  at  a  fall  which,  if  it  were  in 
Great  Britain,  would  make  the  fortune  of  an  English  watering-place,  and 
attract  visitors  half-way  across  our  island  to  behold  it.  llie  fact  seems  to 
be  that  there  is  a  certain  monotony  and  similarity  in  all  falls  of  water  ; 
and  after  the  curiosity  has  once  been  satiated  by  the  sight  of  three  or  four, 
it  is  tiresome  to  go  out  of  one's  way  to  visit  another,  unless  it  be  much 
finer,  and  have  a  distinctive  character  from  any  seen  before,  llius,  then, 
there  is  utility  even  in  an  attempt  to  classify  these  natural  objects. 

1.  The  Fall  of  the  Rhine,  at  SchaflTiausen,  deserves  the  first  rank,  from 
the  volume  of  water ;  but  it  is  rather  a  cataract  than  a  cascade — it  wants 
height. 

2.  Fall  of  the  Aar,  at  Handek,  combines  a  graceful  shoot  with  great 
elevation  ;  an  abounding  river,  and  a  grand  situation.  It  may  be  said  to 
attain  almost  to  perfection— (Temi  being  a  perfect  wateffall). 

3.  Fall  of  the  Tosa,  in  the  Val  Formazza :  remarkable  less  for  its  form 
than  for  the  vast  volume  of  water,  but  in  this  respect  very  fine  indeed, 
and  well  worth  a  visit. 

4.  The  Staubbach,  or  Bust  Fall :  a  thread  or  scarf  of  water,  so  thin  that 
it  is  dispersed  into  spray  before  it  reaches  the  ground ;  beautiful,  however, 
from  its  height  and  graceful  wavings. 

5.  Schmadribach. 

6.  The  Giesbach,  on  the  lake  of  Brienz. 

7.  The  Fall  of  the  Sallenche,  near  Martigny. 

8.  Reichenbach  Falls,  near  Meyringen. 

9.  The  Fall  of  Pianazzo,  or  of  the  Medessimo,  on  the  SpUigen. 

10.  Turtman  Fall,  near  the  Simplon  road. 

11.  Cascade  du  Dard,  Chamouni. 

12.  Fall  of  the  Sand  Bach  above  the  lower  Sand  Alp,  Canton  of  Glarus. 
This  fall  would  rank  high  in  the  list  if  it  were  easier  to  see  it  from  a 
favourable  point  of  view. 

Other  falls,  too  numerous  to  mention,  are  not  placed  (to  use  the  lan- 
gui^e  of  the  race-course)  ;  though,  in  any  other  country  but  Switzerland 
or  Norway,  they  would  deserve  especial  notice. 

The  design  of  this  enumeration  is  to  spare  the  traveller  a  long  walk,  or 
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a  day's  journey,  to  see  a  fall,  probably  inferior  to  others  which  he  has 
already  seen. 

The  principal  and  most  interesting  of  the  Swiss  Alpine  Carriage  Passes 
(see  }  14)  are  the  Simplon,  the  St.  Gothard,  the  Spliigen,  the  Bernardino, 
and  the  Bemina,  regarding  at  once  their  scenery,  and  the  magnificent  and 
skilfully  constructed  carriage-roads  which  have  been  made  over  them.  Of 
passes  not  traversed  by  carriage-roads,  keeping  below  the  ice,  and  practicable 
for  mules,  the  most  striking  are  those  of  the  Bonhomme,  La  Seigne,  TSte 
Noire,  and  Col  de  Balme,  leading  to  Ghamouni ;  the  Grimsel  and  Gries, 
branching  off  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Hhdne ;  the  Scheideck 
and  Wengem  Alp,  in  the  Bernese  Oberland  ;  the  Gemmi,  one  of  the  most 
singular  of  all  the  passes ;  and  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  chiefly  visited  on 
account  of  its  celebrated  Hospice.  Of  passes  crossing  the  ice,  the  most 
remarkable  are  the  Strahleck  from  the  Grimsel,  Tschingel  from  Lauter- 
brunnen,  Monte  Moro  and  St.  ITi^odule  E.  and  W.  of  Monte  Rosa,  Col 
de'Collon  from  Sion  to  Aosta,  and  the  Col  du  G^ant  over  the  shoulder  of 
Mont  Blanc. 

Alpine  Gorges. — Especially  deserving  of  notice  are  some  of  the  avenues 
leading  up  to  these  passes ;  in  many  instances  mere  cracks  or  fissures, 
cleaving  the  mountains  to  the  depth  of  several  thousand  feet. 

None  of  these  defiles  at  all  approach  tiie  Ravine  of  the  Via  Maia,  one  of 
the  most  sublime  and  terrific  scenes  anywhere  among  the  Alps.  The 
gorge  of  the  Schollenen,  on  the  St.  Gothard ;  that  of  Gondo,  on  the 
Simplon ;  and  that  extraordinary  glen,  in  whose  depths  the  Baths  of 
P/effers  are  sunk— one  of  the  most  wonderful  scenes  iu  Switzerland — also 
deserve  mention  ;  as  also  the  valley  of  Leuk. 

The  most  beautiful  Swiss  Valleys  are  those  of  Hasli,  near  Meyringen ; 
the  Simmenthal ;  the  Vale  of  Samen ;  the  Kanderthal ;  the  Valine  de 
Gruyeres,  and  Ormonds,  or  Pays  d'en  Haut  Romand — all  distinguished 
for  their  quiet  pastoral  character,  and  the  softness  and  luxuriance  of  their 
verdure — "  The  rock-embosomed  lawns,  and  snow-fed  streams,**  spoken  of 
by  Shelley.  And  here  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  traveller  in  Switzer- 
land must  not  suppose  that  beauty  of  scenery  is  confined  to  the  High 
Alps  :  the  intermediate  undulating  country  between  the  Alps  and  Jura, 
which,  though  still  greatly  elevated  above  the  sea,  may  be  called  the  Low- 
lands, in  reference  to  the  Highlands  of  Switzerland,  abounds  in  peculiar  and 
unobtrusive  beauties — ^hills  tufted  with  woods,  among  which  picturesque 
masses  of  bare  rock  project  at  intervals,  slopes  bursting  with  rills,  and  mea- 
dows which,  by  the  aid  of  copious  irrigation,  yield  three  crops  of  grass  a-year, 
presenting  at  all  seasons  a  carpet  of  the  liveliest  verdure,  and  of  a  texture 
like  velvet,  equal  to  that  of  the  best  kept  English  lawns ; — such  are  the 
beauties  of  these  lowland  scenes.  The  frequent  hedge-rows,  the  gardens 
before  the  cottages,  and  the  neatness  of  the  dwellings — the  irregular, 
winding  roads,  free  from  the  straight  monotony  and  everlasting  avenues 
of  France  and  Germany — remind  one  frequently  of  England.  There  are, 
besides,  among  the  Jura,  many  scenes  of  great  grandeur ;  such  especially 
is  presented  by  the  Val  Moutiers,  or  Miinster  Thai,  between  Basle  and 
Bienne ;  the  pass  of  Klus,  at  the  foot  of  the  Ober-Hauenstein  ;  and  the 
Lac  de  Joux. 
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Glader  Passes, — ^Those  that  are  the  grandest  and  yet  feasible  to  others 
besides  first-rate  mountaineers,  and  are  also  very  useful  passes,  are-^ 

Col  de  CoUon.         More.  Th^odule.  Weiss  Thor. 

Col  de  Gdant.         Strahleck.  Tschingel. 

(The  Moro,  though  superlatively  grand,  is  not  strictly  a  glacier  pass, 
and  is  very  easy.  The  ThMule  is  the  next  easiest.  The  Strahleck  is  the 
most  difficult.) 

ffalting-jplaces, — Good  inns,  close  to  fine  scenery  and  pleasant  walks, 
suitable  for  a  stay  of  some  days. 


AA  are  the  yery  best. 

JEegischhom a 

BelAlp A 

Bex  (Monch&let) A 

Byron  Hotel  (^L.  Geneya)  .     .    .  aa 

Chamouni aa 

Champ^ry A 

Comballas a 

Como  Lake  (seyeral)     .    ,    ,    .  aa 

Coarmayeur •    .  A 

Diablerets A 

Engelberg •    .  A 

Bngstlen b 

Eyolena B 

Fobello B 

Geneya  Lake,  head  of,  several  pen- 
sions      A 

Geryais,  St. a 

Giesbach aaa 

Glion  (L.  Geneva) a 

Gressonay A 

Grindelwald aaa 


B  are  good  mountain-quarters. 

Kandersteg b 

Luc,  St B 

Lugano aa 

Moritz,  St A 

Mfirren a  a 

Macugnaga A 

Ouchy AA 

Fontresina b 

Fr^sa B 

Ragatz A 

Reichenbach A  A 

Rhone  Glacier  Inn A 

RlgiKaltbad aa 

„    Scheideck A 

Rosenlaui a  A 

Saas B 

Seelisberg a 

Stachelberg A 

Stresa  (L.  Maggiore)     .    .    .    .  aa 

Welssbad b 

Zermatt    .    .    • a 


Switzerland  covers  14,000  square  miles,  and  in  1860  there  were 
2,420,000  Inhab. ;  1,420,000  Frot.,  970,000  Cath. :  1,670,000  speak 
German,  474,000  French,  176,000  Italian  dialects. 

Population— Censas  of  1860 :— 2,511,494  souls.  Males,  1,236,363; 
females,  1,274,131.  By  the  emigration  of  males  they  are  only  as  1000  to 
1111  females  in  the  Grisons,  and  to  1269  in  the  Tessin. 

The  collective  population  of  the  28  diminutive  capitals  of  the  cantons  is 
only  281,943  souls ;  137,120  males  and  146,823  females. 

There  are  1,023,430  Catholics,  1,476,982  Protestants,  and  4216  Jews; 
showing  an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  last-mentioned  i-eligion. 

0-695,  or  367,065  families,  speak  German;  0-234,  or  123,438  families, 
speak  French ;  0*054,  or  28,697  families,  speak  Italian  ;  lastly,  0*017,  or 
8905  families,  belong  to  the  Bomansch  language  spoken  in  a  part  of  the 
Grisons. 

Foreigners  in  1850,  60,000  or  A ;  in  1860, 114,961,  or  t^. 

Showing  how  much  land  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Alpine  popu- 
lation in  the  hi^^her  valleys. 
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The  smiling  valley  of  Muotta  has  only  1664  inhabitants,  althoucrh  it  is 
18  miles  long  and  fertile.  Urseren  supports  only  1826.  In  the  Vallais, 
the  fine  valley  of  Anniviers,  although  studded  with  numerous  villages  and 
hamlets,  has  only  1888  inhabitants.  The  Visperthal  with  Saaa,  4859. 
Entremont  and  Ferret  together,  5747.  Herens,  also  in  Vallais,  4755. 
The  Val  d'llliere,  2520. 

Illegitimate  children  are  on  the  increase.  In  the  canton  of  Vaud,  from  the 
year  1803  to  1820,  they  were  2*75  per  cent,  of  the  population  ;  from  1851 
to  1860,  5*36  per  cent.  In  the  canton  of  Zurich,  5  per  oMit. ;  in  Thurgovia, 
4'51  per  cent.;  in  Glarus,  1*70  per  ceut. ;  in  Prussia,  7*60  per  cent. ;  in 
France,  7*29  per  cent.;  in  Sweden,  9-33  per  cent ;  in  Saxony,  14*34  per 
cent. ;  in  Bavaria,  20*73  per  cent. 

The  only  source  of  income  of  the  Federtil  GoVertmlent  id  the  produce  of 
the  fcustom-house  diities.  It  was  in  1853,  5,884,000  frs. ;  in  1856, 
6,160,000  frs. ;  in  1857,  6,494,000  frs.;  in  1858,  6,874,000  frs.;  in  1859, 
7,476,000  frs. ;  in  .1860,  7,765,000  frs. ;  in  1861,  8,137,000.  frs. 

W}th  regard .  to  th^e  natural  beauties  of  S\^t9erlan,d,  thpre.  can  be  but 
one  sentiment  of  admiration.  On  the  subject  of  the  moral  condition  of 
the  SwisSf  and  of.  their  character  as  a  nation,  there  is  much  variety  of 
opinion.  The  Swiss  with  whom  the  traveller  comes  into  contact,  especi- 
ally the  German  portion  of  them,  are  often  sullen,  obstinate,  and  dis- 
agreeable, and  he  is  annoyed  by  the  constant  mendicancy  of  the  women 
and  children,  even  in  remote  districts,  and  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
not,  apparently,  worse  off  than  their  neighbours.  This  disposes  the 
traveller  tb  dislike  and  to  take  very  little  interest  in  the  people  amongst 
whom  he  is  travelling*;  he  has  also  heard  much  of  their  timeserving, 
their  love  of  money,'  and  their  readiness  to.  fight  for  any  paymaster  in 
former  .times,  and  be  at  once  dismisses  them  from  his  thoughts,  and 
regards. them  pretty  much  as  Childe  Harold  regarded,  the  Portuguese.  It 
may  .be.  doubted,  however,  whether  an  ordinary  traveller  is  competent  to 
form,  an  opinion  of  the  whole  nation  from  those  classes  with  which  he  is 
thrown  into  contact,  and  which  have  been  taught  to  make  him  their  prey. 
And,  whatever  may  be  the  case  as  to  the  Swiss  individually,  yet,  looked 
at  as  a  nation,  they  are  in  many  respects  deserving  of  admiration,  as 
being  the  only  nation  in  continental  Europe  where  practical  liberty 
has  been  continually  enjoyed  since  the  peace  in  1815.  Mr.  Grote,  the 
historian  of  Greece,  in  the  preface  to  his  admirable  Letters  on  Switzerland 
says,  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  twenty-two  cantons  are  interesting  on  every 
ground  to  the  general  intelligent  public  of  Europe.  But  to  one  whose 
studies  lie  in  the  contemplation  and  interpretation  of  historical  phenomena 
they  are  especially  instructive ;  partly  from  the  many  specialities  and 
differences  of  race,  language,  religion,  civilization,  wealth,  habits,  &c., 
which  distinguish  one  part  of  the  populatioQ  from  another,  comprising 
between  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps  a  miniature  of  all  Europe,  and  exhibiting 
the  fifteenth  century  in  immediate  luxta-position  with  the  nineteenth ; 
partly  from  the  free  and  unrepressed  action  of  the  people,  which  brings 
out  such  distinctive  attributes  in  full  relief  and  contrast.  To  myself  in 
particular  they  present  an  additional  ground  of  interest  from  a  certain 
political  analogy  (nowhere  else  to  be  found  in  Europe)  with  those  who 
prominently  occupy  my  thoughts,  and  on  the  history  of  whom  1  am 
engaged — the  ancient  Greeks.** 


§  13. — ^SWITZKBLAND ;   TUfi  COUNTRY  AltU  PEOPLE.  xlv 

We  are  so  accustomed  to  look  upon  Switzerland  as  '*  the  land  of 
liberty,'*  that  the  generality  of  travellers  will  take  the  thing  for  granted  ; 
and  it  is  only  after  diving  to  a  certain  depth  in  Swiss  annals,  that  the 
question  arises,  what  was  the  nature  of  this  freedom,  and  how  far  was  it 
oJculated  to  foster  nobility  of  sentiment  and  public  spirit  among  the 
people?  Was  the  abolition  of  the  Austrian  dominion  succeeded  by  a 
more  equitable  government,  extending  to  all  the  same  privileges,  and 
dividing  among  all  alike  the  public  burden?  Wan  political  equality 
accompanied  by  religious  tolerance  and  harmony  ?  Did  the  democratic 
principle  produce  fruit  in  the  disinterestedness  and  patriotism  of  tho 
children  of  the  land?  To  all  these  inquiries  there  remains  but  one 
answer — a  negative.  The  cow-herds  of  Uri,  Schwytz,  and  Unterwalden, 
and  the  still  more  democratic  communities  of  the  Grisons,  who  had 
so  nobly,  and  with  so  much  moderation,  emancipated  themselves  from  a 
foreign  yoke,  in  process  of  time  became  themselves  the  rulers  of  subject 
states,  and,  so  far  from  extending  to  them  the  liberty  they  had  so  dearly 
purchased,  and  which  they  so  highly  valued,  they  kept  their  subjects  in 
the  most  abject  state  of  viUenage  ;  so  that,  down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  the  vassals  of  no  despotic  monarch  in  Kurope  exhibited  a  picture 
of  equal  political  debasement.  The  effects  of  this  tyrannical  rule  were 
equally  injurious  to  the  governors  and  the  governed,  and  the  marks  of  it 
may  be  traced  in  many  parts  of  Switzerland,  even  down  to  the  present 
day,  in  the  degraded  condition  of  the  people,  morally  as  well  as  physically. 
Xt  ¥dll  be  discovered  from  Swiss  history  that  ambition,  and  a  thirst  for 
territorial  rule,  are  inherent  in  republics  as  well  as  in  monarchies,  as  we 
may  learn  from  the  encroachments  and  aggrandizing  spirit  of  canton  Bern. 
She  retained,  as  tributary  to  her,  for  two  centuries  and  a  half,  the  district 
called  Pays  de  Vaud,  deriving  from  it  an  annual  revenue  of  1,200,000 
francs,  and  yet  denying  to  the  inhabitants  all  share  of  political  rights. 
Geneva,  a  weaker  state,  after  throwing  ofif  the  yoke  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy, 
with  difficulty  escaped  the  wiles  of  the  Bernese  government,  which  would 
have  plunged  her  into  a  slavery  not  more  tolerable  than  that  from  which 
she  had  just  escaped. 

Religious  dissensions  were  a  source  of  a  long  series  of  troubles  to  the 
Confederation,  dividing  it  into  two  opposite  parties,  which  not  only  were 
arrayed  against  each  other  in  the  field  of  battle,  but  also  interfered  with 
the  internal  peace  of  the  individual  cantons.  Although  by  the  laws  the 
two  parties  in  religion  were  allowed  equal  freedom  of  worship,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  privilege  was  embittered  to  either  party,  in  the  state  where 
the  other  faith  was  predominant :  it  was,  in  fact,  but  a  nominal  tolerance. 

Down  to  the  times  of  the  French  revolution,  the  common  people  of 
Switzerland,  except  in  one  or  two  of  the  cantons,  had  no  more  share  in 
the  constitutional  privileges,  which  all  Swiss  were  supposed  to  possess  as 
their  birthright,  than  the  subjects  of  the  despotic  monarchies  of  Austria 
or  Prussia.  The  government  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  aristocratic 
oligarchies,  as  exclusive,  and  as  proud  of  birth,  blood,  and  descent,  as 
the  most  ancient  nobility  in  Europe.  The  burgher  patricians  of  the  great 
towns  managed,  by  gradual  encroachments,  to  deprive  the  lower  orders  of 
the  exercise  of  their  rights,  and  gradually  monopolised  all  places  and 
ofBces  for  themselves  and  their  children  ;  and  even  in  some  of  the  small 
cantons,  where  the  constitution  had  been  for  ages  in  theory  a  pure  de- 
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mocracy,  every  male  above  the  age  of  20  having  a  vote,  the  result  not 
unfrequently  was,  that  the  same  persons,  and  ih&r  children  after  them, 
were  always  elected  to  the  offices  of  trust  and  power. 

The  twenty-two  cantons  of  which  Switzerland  is  now  composed  were 
first  united  in  1814,  when  the  old  aristocracies  were  generally  restored. 
Each  canton  had  a  vote  in  the  annual  diet,  and  whikt  the  diet  was  not 
sitting,  by  a  most  extraordinary  arrangement,  Berne,  Lucerne,  and  ZUrich, 
were  altematelv  the  Yorort,  or  presiding  canton,  and  had  the  supreme 
government.  In  1830  many  of  the  cantons  made  great  changes  in  their 
government,  and  the  power  of  the  old  aristocracies  was  much  reduced  ; 
tiie  larger  cantons  becoming  somewhat  democratic  in  tendency,  after  the 
French  model,  and  wishing  to  introduce  great  changes.  The  old  mountain- 
cantons,  however,  Lucerne,  Fribourg,  Valais,  SchVyz,  Uri,  Zug,  and 
Unterwalden,  were  perfectly  contented  with  their  forms  of  government. 
From  their  geographical  position  it  was  impossible  for  them  ever  to 
become  rich  or  commercial,  and  they  probably  perceived  that  the  changes 
would  do  them  no  good,  and  would  no  doubt  increase  their  taxation,  and 
they  wished  to  be  let  alone — ^a  feeling  in  which  most  Englishmen  will 
sympathise.  It  must,  however,  be  added  that  these  cantons  are  all 
catholic,  and  entirely  subjected  to  their  priests ;  generally  very  poor,  and 
with  a  tendency  to  oppress  their  protestant  fellow-citizens.  In  pursuance 
of  their  views  they,  in  1841,  formed  a  league,  or  Sonderbund,  to  oppose 
by  force,  if  necessary,  the  suppression  of  certain  convents,  and  to  main- 
tain the  Jesuits.  It  was  clear  that  whether  their  objects  were  right  or 
wrong  such  a  combination  could  not  be  permitted,  and  it  was  accor£ngly 
put  down  in  1847  by  force,  not  without  bloodshed.  Since  that  time 
nearly  all  the  cantons  who  had  not  altered  their  constitutions  have  done  so, 
and  a  central  government  has  been  established  at  Berne,  which  is  the  seat  of 
the  Diet ;  at  present  in  the  majority  of  the  cantons,  particularly  in  the 
large  protestant  cantons,  democratic  principles,  somewhat  after  the  French 
model,  have  prevailed ;  and  in  the  Diet  the  democratic,  or  radical  party  as 
it  is  called,  has  had  the  majority.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  their 
principles,  and  although  there  are  to  be  found  amongst  them  many  men 
full  of  the  wild  designs  and  vague  aspirations  common  on  the  Continent, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  hitherto  they  have  behaved  with  moderation, 
and  have  effected  many  excellent  changes,  though  with  a  great  increase  of 
taxation.  The  electric  telegraph  has  been  established,  railways  intro- 
duced ;  the  coinage  instead  of  being  the  worst  has  been  made  the  best  in 
Europe ;  diligences  and  posting  established ;  tolls  on  roads  abolished  ; 
custom-house  duties  imposed  on  bulky  articles  only,  so  that  passengers* 
luggage  is  not  examined ;  and  a  large  sum  is  devoted  every  year  to  the 
making  and  maintaining  the  reads.  These  are  not  small  improvements 
in  seven  or  eight  years,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  oppression  has 
been  exercised,  unless  the  suppression  of  some  convents,  and  the  expulsion 
of  the  Jesuits,  can  be  looked  upon  in  that  view.  Up  to  the  present  time 
the  Diet  has  acted  with  great  prudence ;  internally,  where  it  has  to  contend 
with  the  jealousies  of  the  cantons  and  the  intolerance  of  the  two  religions— 
the  discontent  of  the  old  cantons  and  the  violence  of  the  extreme  democrats ; 
and  externally,  where  it  has  a  difficult  task  between  the  great  governments 
of  France  and  Austria.  The  history  of  Switzerland  up  to  1840  is  very 
well  related  in  the  History  of  Switzerland  published  by  the  Useful  Know- 
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ledge  Society;  and  a  voluminous  history  (French  and  Gennan)  up  to 
1842  has  heen  compiled  by  Miiller.  From  that  time,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Grote's  Letters,  which  only  relate  to  four  or  five  years,  there  seems 
to  be  no  compilation  giving  the  general  history  of  the  country. 

The  traveller  at  all  events  should  be  slow  to  find  fault  with  the  Swiss 
government.  There  are  no  passports,  no  custom-houses,  no  tolls,  no  gen- 
darmes ;  none  of  those  ridiculous  restrictions  to  prevent  people  from  incur- 
ring danger  which  are  so  annoying  in  France  and  Germany ;  and  no  inter- 
ference whatever  with  individual  absolute  freedom  (with  the  exception  of 
some  vexatious  regulations  as  to  guides  lately  introduced),  whilst  there 
are  nearly  everywhere  good  inns,  good  roads,  and  tolerable  means  of 
locomotion. 

The  Towm  of  Switzerland  exhibit  many  interesting  marks  of  anti- 
quity: their  buildings  are  frequently  found  unchanged  since  a  very 
early  period;  and  in  Lucerne,  Freyburg,  Basle,  Bellinzona,  and  in 
several  other  instances,  the  feudal  fortifications,  with  battlements  and 
watch-towers,  remain  perfectly  preserved.  One  characteristic  and  very 
pleasant  feature  are  the  FountainSy  the  never-failing  ornament  of  every 
Swiss  town  and  village.  They  usually  consist  of  a  Gothic  ornamented 
pillar,  surmounted  by  the  figure  of  a  man,  usually  some  hero  of  Swiss 
history,  either  Tell,  tie  daimtless  crossbowman,  or  Winkelried,  with  his 
*'  sheaf  of  spears."  Sometimes  the  figures  of  animals  are  substituted  for 
the  himian  form. 

The  Swiss,  as  compared  with  other  nations  on  the  Continent,  have  a 
respect  for  antiquity  which  we  in  England  should  consider  decidedly 
an  aristocratic  feeling.  The  old  heroes  of  the  country  are  held  in  great 
veneration,  and  there  is  no  feeling  of  hatred  for  the  former  noble  families. 
Each  canton  idso  puts  up  its  coat-of-arms  in  every  place  where  heraldic 
display  would  be  at  all  admissible. 

A  singular  custom,  connected  with  education,  prevails  in  some  parts 
of  Switzerland,  which  deserves  notice  here,  from  the  influence  which  it 
exercises  over  society.  In  many  of  the  large  towns,  children  of  the  same 
age  and  sex  are  associated  together  by  their  parents  in  little  knots  and 
clubs,  called  Societes  de  Dimanche,  The  parents  seek  out  for  their 
children  an  eligible  set  of  companions  when  they  are  still  quite  young. 
The  parties  so  formed  amount  to  twelve  or  fifteen  in  number,  and  the 
variation  of  age  between  them  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  years.  All 
the  members  meet  in  turn  on  Sunday  evenings,  at  the  houses  of  their 
parents,  while  children,  to  play  together  and  partake  of  tea,  cakes,  and 
sweetmeats,  attended  by  their  bonnes  or  nurses  ;  when  grown  up,  to  pass 
the  evening  in  other  occupations  and  amusements  suited  to  their  age.  At 
these  meetings  not  even  brothers  or  sisters  are  present,  except  they  are 
members  of  the  society.  From  thus  being  constantly  thrown  together  on 
all  occasions,  a  strict  friendship  grows  up  among  the  members  of  each 
brotherhood  or  sisterhood,  which  generally  lasts  through  life,  even  after 
the  parties  are  settled  and  dispersed  about  the  world.  The  females,  even 
when  grown  up,  distinguish  their  companions  by  such  endearing  terms  as 
"  ma  mignonne,"  "  mon  coeur,"  "  mon  ange,"  &o.  This  practice  renders 
Swiss  society  very  exclusive,  and  few  strangers,  however  well  introduced, 
penetrate  below  the  surface.    When  a  young  woman  marries,  her  husband 
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is  admitted  into  the  society  to  which  she  belongs,  and  thus  the  wife  de- 
termines the  caste  of  the  husband. 

Costumes  distinguishing  the  people  of  each  canton  were  nearly  universal 
before  1830.  They  are  now  rapidly  disappeaiing,  but  may  still  be  seen 
in  the  Bernese  Oberland,  and  the  women  in  many  cantons  have  peculiar 
head-dresses.  The  men  never  wear  a  costiune,  and  are  usually  attired 
in  brown  undyed  homespun  cloth. 

JRanz  de  Vaches. — It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  Ranz  de  Vaches 
spoken  of,  by  persons  unacquainted  with  Switzerland  and  the  Alps,  as  a 
single  air,  whereas  they  are  a  class  of  melodies  prevailing  among  and 
peculiar  to  the  Alpine  valleys.  Almost  every  valley  has  an  air  of  its 
own,  but  the  original  air  is  said  to  be  that  of  Appenzell.  Their  effect 
in  producing  home-sickness  in  the  heart  of  the  Swiss  mountaineer,  when 
heard  in  a  distant  land,  and  the  prohibition  of  this  music  in  the  S^viss 
regiments  in  the  service  of  France,  on  account  of  the  number  of  desertions 
occasioned  by  it,  are  stories  often  repeated,  and  probably  founded  on  fact. 

These  national  melodies  are  particularly  wild  in  their  character,  yet 
full  of  melody ;  the  choruses  consist  of  a  few  remarkable  shrill  notes, 
uttered  with  a  peculiar  falsetto  intonation  in  the  throat.  Tliey  originate 
in  the  practice  of  the  shepherds  on  the  Alps,  of  communicating  with  one 
another  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  by  pitching  the  voice  high. 
The  name  Ranz  de  Vaches  (Germ.  Kuhreihen),  literally  cov)-rows^  is 
obviously  derived  from  the  order  in  which  the  cows  march  home  at 
milking-time,  in  obedience  to  the  shepherd's  call,  communicated  by  the 
voice,  or  through  the  Alp-ham^  a  simple  tube  of  wood,  wound  round  with 
bark,  five  or  six  feet  long,  admitting  of  but  slight  modulation,  yet  very 
melodious  when  caught  up  and  prolonged  by  the  mountain  echoes.  In 
some  of  the  remoter  pastoral  districts  of  Switzerland,  from  which  the 
ancient  simplicity  of  manners  is  not  altogether  banished,  the  Alp-horn 
supplies,  on  the  higher  pastures,  where  no  church  is  near,  the  place  of  the 
vesper-bell.  The  cow-herd,  posted  on  the  highest  peak,  as  soon  as  the 
sun  has  set,  pours  forth  the  first  four  or  five  notes  of  the  Psalm,  "  Praise 
God  the  Lord  ;*'  the  same  notes  are  repeated  from  distant  Alps,  and  all 
within  hearing,  uncovering  their  heads  and  bending  their  knees,  repeat 
tlieir  evening  orison,  after  which  the  cattle  are  penned  in  their  stalls,  and 
the  shepherds  betake  themselves  to  rest. 

A  word  may  be  said  on  Swiss  Hushandry  to  draw  the  attention  of  such 
persons  as  take  an  interest  in  the  subject,  to  one  or  two  practices  peculiar 
to  the  country.  The  system  of  irrigating  the  meadows  is  carried  to  a 
very  great  extent  and  perfection ;  the  mountain-torrents  are  turned  over 
the  fields  by  means  of  trenches  and  sluices,  and  not  unfrequently,  when 
the  ground  is  much  inclined,  the  stream  is  conducted  to  the  spot  where  it 
is  required  through  troughs  hollowed  out  of  the  stem  of  fir-trees.  The 
trenches  sometimes  extend  for  miles.  The  drainings  of  dun.!];hills,  cow- 
houses, and  pigsties  are  not  allowed  to  run  to  waste,  but  are  carefully 
collected  in  a  vat  by  the  farmer,  and  at  the  fit  moment  carried  out  in  carts 
to  the  fields,  and  ladled  over  them,  very  much  to  their  benefit,  and  to  the 
equal  disgust  of  the  olfactory  nerves  of  all  who  pass  ;  the  air,  far  and  near, 
being  filled  with  tliis  truly  Swiss  fragrance.  The  industry  of  the  people 
and  their  struggles  for  subsistence,  in  some  of  the  high  valleys,  are  truly 
wonderful.    The  grain-crops  are  wretched,  but  the  grass  is  sweet  and 
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good.  (See  §  15.)  In  the  best  and  lowest  pasturages  they  get  three  crops 
a-year.  The  cattle  feed  on  the  high  mountains  during  the  summer,  and 
are  supported  in  chalets  by  the  hay  of  the  valley  during  the  long  winter* 
Au  Englishman  accustomed  to  buy  everything,  can  hardly  realise  the 
domestic  economy  of  a  Swiss  peasant.  He  has  his  patches  of  wheat,  of 
potatoes,  of  barley,  of  hemp,  of  flax,  and,  if  possible,  of  vines ;  his  own 
cows,  his  own  goats,  his  ovm  sheep.  On  the  produce  of  his  own  land  and 
flocks  he  feeds ;  his  clothes  are  of  homespun,  from  the  wool  of  his  sheep; 
his  linen  and  the  dresses  of  the  women  of  his  family  are  made  from  his 
own  flax  or  hemp,  frequently  woven  by  the  women  of  his  own  family. 
The  timber  he  requires  for  his  house  or  for  firing  is  supplied  from  the 
land  of  the  commune  or  parish,  either  for  nothing  or  for  a  very  small  sum. 
What  little  money  he  requires  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  cheese.  The 
interior  economy  of  a  Swiss  village  is  very  interesting :  it  is  only  by 
ingenious  contrivances  for  saving  labour  and  by  amazing  industry  that  it 
is  possible  for  the  inhabitants  to  maintain  themselves  in  such  a  climate. 

The  Swiss  mountaineers  are  skilful  marksmen  with  the  rifle,  and,  like 
their  neighbours  the  Tyrolese,  meet  constantly  to  practise  and  engage  in 
trials  of  skill.  There  are  clubs  or  societies  in  almost  every  valley  and 
parish,  and  constant  matches  between  them ;  besides  which,  in  most  of  the 
cantons,  and  every  year,  a  grand  Federal  Rifle  Match  is  held  near  one  or 
other  of  the  large  towns,  at  which  all  the  best  shots  from  the  whole  of 
Switzerland  meet  to  contend  for  a  prize.  An  accomplished  English  noble- 
man (Lord  Vernon)  gained  the  first  prize  at  ^e  Federal  Match  held  at 
Basle,  1849. 

There  is  no  regtdar  army  in  Switzerland,  nor,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  superior  officers,  is  there  any  one  who  makes  the  army  his  exclusive 
profession.  Every  Swiss  able-bodied  man  is  however  a  soldier,  and  up  to 
a  certain  age  is  called  out  for  some  weeks  in  the  year  to  be  drilled.  This 
duty  does  not  seem  to  be  unpopular  with  the  men,  but  their  ])arente  croak 
over  the  feasting  and  other  extravagancies  on  these  occasions.  Large  bodies 
of  soldierlike  men  are  occasionally  met  with,  going  to  or  returning  from 
their  annual  drill.  The  army  was  divided  on  Jan.  1,  1863,  into  3  de- 
scriptions of  service,  according  to  their  age,  viz.  the  Elite  or  Contingent, 
83,900 ;  the  Beserve,  43,700 ;  the  Landwehry  68,700 ;  and  Federal  Staffs 
637.  Also  the  whole  male  population  between  18  and  44,  amounting  to 
340,000  men,  are  supposed  to  be  available  on  an  emergency.  There  are 
some  crack  corps,  admission  to  which  is  obtained  by  exhibiting  unusual 
skill  with  the  rifle.  The  Swiss  are  by  no  means  indisposed  for  fighting 
in  their  domestic  disputes,  and  the  contests  between  the  difierent  parties 
have  been  sanguinary  and  well  contested.- 

Annual  contests  in  wrestling  also  (called  Sehwing  Feste)  are  held  in 
difierent  parts  of  Switzerland.  The  cantons  which  distinguish  themselves 
for  skill  in  this  and  other  athletic  exercises  are  Bern,  Appenzell,  and 
Unterwalden. 

In  the  mountains  everything  is  carried  on  men*s  and  women's  backs. 
Children  of  nine  or  ten  are  seen  with  a  little  wooden  frame  on  their  backs ; 
as  they  grow  older  the  size  of  the  frame  increases,  and  the  weights  which 
the  men  carry  are  surprising :  70  or  80  lbs.  for  4  or  5  hours  over  the  moun- 
tains. A  man  will  cany  45  lbs.  from  Meyringen  to  Guttanen,  3  hours  up 
a  mountain-path,  for  2  francs,  or  up  the  Bigi  for  ii  francs. 

ISvitz,']  c 
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Baihs  and  Kun. — In  the  course  of  this  work  baths  will  constantly  be 
mentioned.  There  are  many  mineral  springs  in  Switzerland,  much  re- 
sorted to  by  the  Swiss  themselves  and  by  foreigners,  but  treated  witA  utter 
neglect  by  the  English,  not  one  in  a  thousand  of  whom  ever  goes  through 
a  course  of  these  baths.  The  arrangements  are  generally  very  rough ;  and 
there  is  an  empiric  course,  or  "  kur,'*  prescribed  for  each,  from  which 
benefit  is  supposed  to  be  derived.  There  are  other  "  kurs  "  in  which  faith 
is  placed  by  foreigners.  At  Gais  and  other  places  the  patient  is  put  upon 
a  diet  of  the  milk  left  after  cheese  has  been  made :  this  is  called  "  cure  au 
petit  lait."  Near  Vevay  the  grape  "  kur  '*  is  popular.  The  white  sorts 
only  are  used,  and  of  these  from  six  to  seven  pounds  are  not  unfrequently 
consumed  in  one  day.  The  grapes  are  only  eaten  in  the  morning  and 
forenoon,  the  other  diet  being  chiefly  animal,  neither  vegetables,  milk, 
coffee,  nor  wine,  being  allowed.  The  grapes  are  supjjosed  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  blood,  and  to  act  on  the  liver  and  mucous  membranes.  It 
might  be  imagined  that  the  appetite  would  be  palled  by  so  large  a  quantity 
of  grapes,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  said  to  be  keenly  excited :  the  "  kur  " 
is  followed  during  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  under  medical  surveillance. 
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No  part  of  the  Alps  is  more  interesting,  either  in  a  picturesque  or  in  an 
historical  point  of  view»  than  the  passable  gaps  or  notches  in  the  ridge  of 
the  great  chain,  and  the  minor  mountain  buttresses  branching  from  it, 
whereby  alone  this  colossal  wall  of  mountains  may  be  scaled,  and  a  direct 
passage  and  commimication  maintained  between  northern  and  southern 
Europe,  as  well  as  between  one  valley  and  another.  It  has  been  througli 
these  depressions  that  the  great  tide  of  population  has  poured  since  the 
earliest  times ;  from  these  outlets  have  issued  the  barbarian  swarms  which 
so  often  desolated,  and  at  last  annihilated,  the  Homan  Empire.  1'here  are 
more  than  50  of  these  passes  over  the  Svdss  portion  of  the  Alpine  chain 
alone,  or  immediately  communicating  with  the  Swiss  frontier.*  A  Ust  of 
the  principal  passes  is  given  in  §  19. 

In  seeking  a  passage  over  the  Alps,  the  most  obvious  course  was  to  find 
out  the  valleys  which  peneti-ate  farthest  into  the  great  (^ain,  following 
the  course  of  the  rivers  to  their  sources,  and  then  to  take  the  lowest  tra- 
versable part  in  order  to  descend  the  opposite  side.  The  variety  and 
sudden  transition  presented  by  such  a  route  are  highly  interesting.  In  the 
course  of  one  day's  journey  the  traveller  passes  from  the  climate  of  summer 
to  winter,  through  spring.  The  alteration  in  the  productions  keeps  pace 
^dth  that  of  the  temperature.  Leaving  behind  him  stubble-fields,  whence 
the  corn  has  been  removed  and  housed,  he  comes  to  fields  yet  yellow  and 
waving  in  the  ear ;  a  few  miles  farther  and  the  crop  is  still  green ;  yet 
higher,  and  com  refuses  to  grow.  Before  quitting  the  region  of  com  he 
enters  one  of  dark,  apparently  interminable  forests  of  pine  and  larch, 
clothing  the  mountain-sides  in  a  sober  vestment.  Above  this  the  hay- 
makers are  collecting  the  short  grass,  the  only  produce  which  the  ground 
will  yield.    Yet  the  stranger  must  not  suppose  that  all  is  barrenness 

*  Mr.  Broekedon  has  admirably  illaatxated  them,  both  with  his  pencil  and  pen.  In  his  beautifU 
work  entitled  *  The  Ftmm  of  the  Alpa/  2  vols.  4to. 
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eren  at  this  devufcioii.  It  feems  as  though  nature  were  detennined  to 
make  one  last  effort  at  the  oonfines  of  the  region  of  vegetation.  From 
beneath  the  snow-bed,  and  on  the  very  verge  of  the  ghicier,  the  provision 
of  flowers,  their  great  variety,  and  surpassing  beauty,  are  exceedingly  sur* 
prising.  Some  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  our  gardens,  here  bom  to 
blush  unseen, — gentians,  violets,  anemones,  and  blue-bells,  intermixed 
wi&  bushes  of  thie  red  rhododendron,  the  loveliest  production  of  the  Alps, 
scattered  over  the  velvet  turf,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  carpet  of  richest 
pattern.  The  insect  world  is  not  less  abundant  and  varied, — thousands  of 
winged  creatures  are  seen  hovering  over  the  flowers,  enjoying  their  short 
existence,  for  the  summer  at  these  elevations  lasts  but  for  3  or  4  weeks : 
a  premature  winter  soon  cuts  short  this  brief  season  of  animal  and  vegetable 
activity.  Above  this  region  of  spring,  with  its  gush  of  springs,  its  young 
herbage  and  vivid  greensward,  its  hum  of  insects  just  burst  forth,  and  its 
natural  flovrer-beds  glittering  with  rain-drops,  that  of  winter  in  Lapland  or 
Siberia  succeeds.  The  traveller  may  form  an  idea  of  the  height  he  has 
reached  by  observing  the  vegetation.  Vines  disappear  at  2000  feet,  generally 
sooner ;  oak-trees  and  wheat  at  3000  feet ;  beeches  and  barley  at  4000  feet ; 
pines  and  tirs  at  6000  feet.  Above  9000  feet  flowering  plants  are  very 
rare,  but  up  to  11,000  feet  they  are  found  in  sunny  crevices.  Above  11,000 
feet  a  few  blackened  lichens  alone  preserve  the  semblance  of  vegetable  life. 
It  will  of  course  be  understood  that  in  favourable  situations  these  limits 
will  be  exceeded ;  in  unfavourable  situations  they  will  not  be  reached.  At 
the  summit  of  a  high  pass  and  amongst  the  glaciers  the  rarefied  air  is  icy 
cold,  and  exercise  and  quick  motion  are  necessary  to  keep  up  the  circulation 
of  the  blood.  The  agreeable  murmur  of  falling  water,  which  has  accom- 
pcudied  the  traveller  hitherto  incessantly,  here  ceases, — all  is  solitude  and 
silence,  interrupted  only  by  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  marmot,  or  the  hoarse, 
cawing  of  an  ill-omened  raven.  The  ptarmigan  starts  up  from  among 
the  broken  rocks  on  the  verge  of  the  snow-field  at  the  traveller's  approach, 
and  the  liimmergeyer  (the  condor  of  the  Alps),  disturbed  in  his  repast  on 
the  carcase  of  a  sheep  or  cow,  may  sometimes  be  seen  soaring  upwards  in 
a  succession  of  corkscrew  sweeps  till  he  gains  the  ridge  of  the  Alps,  and 
then  disappears. 

Such  are  the  remarkable  gradations  which  the  stranger  encounters  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  on  a  single  pass  of  the  Alps ;  but  the  roost  striking 
change  of  all  is  that  from  the  region  of  snow  and  ice  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  to  the  sunny  clime  and  rich  vegetation  of  Italy,  which  await 
the  traveller  at  the  S.  foot  of  the  Alps.    (See  Rte.  59.) 

The  works  of  Nature,  however,  will  not  entirely  occupy  the  attention 
and  wonder  of  the  wanderer  in  such  a  pass ;  at  least  a  share  will  be  de- 
mand9d  for  admiration  of  the  works  of  man.  The  great  highways,  pass- 
able for  carriages,  over  the  high  Alps,  are,  indeed,  most  surprising  monu- 
ments of  human  skill  and  enterprise  in  surmounting  what  would  appear, 
at  fint  sight,  to  be  intended  by  Nature  as  insurmoimtable.  These  proud 
constructions  of  art  thread  the  valleys,  cross  the  debris  of  rivers  on  long 
causeways,  skirt  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  with  walls  of  rock  tottering 
over  them,  and  torrents  thundering  below.  Where  the  steep  and  hard 
surface  of  the  clifiT  has  not  left  an  inch  of  space  for  a  goat  to  climb  along, 
they  are  conducted  upon  high  terraces  of  solid  masonry,  or  through  a  notch 
blasted  by  gunpowder  in  the  wall  of  rock.    In  many  instances  a  projecting 
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bttttresB  of  the  maantain  has  blocked  up  all  passage  for  ages,  saying  *'  thus 
far  and  po  farther:**  the  skill  of  the  modem  engineer  has  pierced  through 
this  a  tunnel  or  gallery ;  and  the  difficulty  is  yanquishedy  without  the 
least  change  in  the  level  of  the  road. 

Sometimes  an  impediment  is  eluded  by  throwing  bridges  over  a  dizzy 
gorge,  and  shifting  the  road  from  side  to  side,  frequently  two  or  three 
times  within  the  space  of  half  a  mile.  Often  the  road  reaches  a  spot 
down  which  the  winter  avalanches  take  their  habitual  course  every  year, 
sweeping  everything  befcnre  them,  and  which,  even  in  summer,  appears 
reeking  and  dripping  vdth  the  lix^ering  fragments  of  snow  which  it  has 
left  behind.  Will  not  so  irresistible  an  antagonist  arrest  the  course  of 
this  frail  undertaking  of  man  ?  Not  even  the  avalanche ; — in  such  a 
situation  the  road  either  buries  itself  in  subterranean  galleries,  driven 
through  the  mountain,  or  is  sheltered  by  massive  arcadss  of  masonry^ 
sometimes  half  a  mile  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long.  Over  these  the 
avalanche  glides  harmlessly,  and  is  turned  into  the  depths  below. 

Every  opportunity  is  seized  of  gaining,  by  easy  ascents,  a  higher  level 
for  the  road  ^  at  length  comes  the  main  ascent,  the  central  ridge,  to  be 
surmounted  only  by  hard  climbing.  This  is  overcome  by  a  succession  of 
zigzag  terraces,  called  toumiqueU  or  giravdltey  connected  together  by  wide 
curves,  to  allow  carriages  to  turn  easily  and  r^idly.  So  skilful  is  their  con- 
struction, with  such  easy  bends  and  so  gradual  aslope,  that  in  many  Alpine 
roads  the  postilions,  with  horses  accustomed  to  the  road,  trot  down  at  « 
rapid  pace.  Sometimes  as  many  as  50  of  these  zigzags  succeed  one 
another  without  interruption ;  and  the  traveller,  as  he  passes  backwards 
and  forwards,  hovering  over  the  valley,  is  as  though  suspended  to  a 
pendulimi,  and  swinging  to  and  fro.  The  road  itself  has  a  most  singular 
appearance,  twisted  about  like  an  uncoiled  rope  or  a  riband  unwound. 

The  travelling-carriage  descends  sometimes  rapidly  and  without  inrte* 
ruption  for  hours.  A  drag  of  tempered  iron  is  quickly  worn  down,  in 
that  time,  as  thin  as  the  blade  of  a  knife,  so  great  is  the  friction ;  and  it  is 
usual  to  substitute  for  the  iron  drag  a  wooden  sabot,  formed  of  the  section 
of  a  fir-tree,  with  a  groove  cut  in  the  centre  to  admit  the  wheel. 

The  winter's  snow  usually  falls  upon  the  Alpine  passes  more  than 
6000  ft.  high  about  the  second  week  in  October  (sometimes  earlier),  and 
continues  till  the  first  or  second  week  in  June.  Yet  even  after  this,  the 
passage  across  the  neck  or  Col,  as  it  is  called,  is  not  stopped,  except  for  a 
few  days,  until  the  snow  can  be  cleared  away.  In  some  of  the  minor  passes, 
indeed,  traversed  by  a  mere  rough  footpath  or  bridle-path,  the  traffic  is 
much  increased  after  the  fall  of  the  snow,  which,  by  filHng  up  depressions 
and  smoothing  the  way,  permits  the  transport  of  heavy  merchandise  on 
sledses,  which  move  easily  over  the  surface  as  soon  as  it  is  hardened. 

Along  the  lines  of  the  great  carriage-roads  strong  houses  are  erected  at 
intervals,  called  Maisons  de  RefugCy  Case  di  Bioovero,  occupied  by  {jersons 
called  Cantonniers,  who  are  employed  in  mending  the  road  and  keeping  it 
free  from  snow  in  winter,  and  are  also  paid  to  assist  travellers  in  danger 
during  snow-storms. 

As  near  as  possible  to  the  summit  of  the  pass  a  Hospice  is  generally 
erected,  usually  occupied  by  a  band  of  charitable  monks,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Great  St.  Bernard,  the  Simplon,  Cenis,  St.  Gothard,  &c.  The  direction 
of  the  road  across  the  summit  of  the  ridge  is  marked  by  a  line  of  tall  poles, 
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which  project  above  the  snow,  and,  from  being  painted  black,  are  easily 
recognised.  Bells  are  rung  in  tempestuous  weather,  when  the  tourmente 
is  raging  and  the  mist  and  falling  snow  hide  the  landmarks,  that  the 
sound  may  aid  when  the  sight  fails. 

The  morning  after  a  fall  of  snow  labourers  and  peasants  are  assembled 
from  all  sides  to  shovel  it  off  from  the  road.  Where  it  is  not  very  deep,  it  is 
cleared  away  by  a  snow-plough  drawn  by  6  or.  8  oxen.  As  the  winter 
advanoes  and  fresh  falls  occur,  the  snow  accumulates,  and  the  road  near 
the  summit  of  a  pass  presents  the  singular  aspect  of  a  path  or  lane  cut 
between  walls  of  snow  sometimes  10  or  20  ft.  high.  Carriages  are  taken 
off  their  wheels  and  fastened  upon  sledges ;  ropes  are  attached  to  the  roof, 
which  are  held  by  6  or  8  sturdy  guides  running  along  on  each  side,  to 
prevent  the  vehicle  upsetting  and  rolling  over  the  slipi)ery  ice  down  a 
precipice.  More  commonly,  however,  travellers  are  transferred  to  light 
narrow  one-honte  sledges,  each  carrying  two  passengers,  by  which  com- 
munication is  kept  up,  except  during  winter  storms,  when  no  living  animal 
can  withstand  the  fury  of  the  elements.  In  this  manner  very  high  passes 
are  crossed  in  the  depth  of  winter  with  little  risk.  The  spring  is  a  season 
during  which  far  greater  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  from  the  avalanches 
which  then  fall. 

The  Swiss  are  essentially  a  road-making  nation,  and  had  good  roads  when 
those  of  continental  Europe  generally  were  still  execrable.  They  bestow 
an  amount  of  care  and  expense  in  avoiding  hills  and  steep  declivities 
which  should  make  an  Englishman  ashamed  of  the  state  of  things  in  the 
hilly  parts  of  England.  It  is,  however,  strange  that,  after  having  spent 
enormous  time  and  money  in  making  a  road  level  and  good  enough  for  a 
mail-coach  at  11  miles  an  hour,  they  should  persist  in  crawling  along  at 
5  or  6  miles  an  hour. 
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Prom  the  mountainous  nature  of  Switzerland  and  its  high  elevation, 
the  greater  part  of  the  surface,  more  than  1800  ft.  above  the  sea,  which  is 
not  bare  rock,  is  pasture-land.  The  wealth  of  the  people,  like  that  of  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  in  a  great  measure  lies  in  cattle  and  their  produce,  on  which 
account  the  pastoral  life  of  the  Swiss  deserves  some  attention.  The  bright 
verdure  of  the  meadows  which  clothe  the  valleys  of  Switzerland  is  one  of 
the  distinguishing  features  of  the  country ;  and  the  music  of  the  cow-bells, 
borne  along  by  the  evening  breeze,  is  one  of  the  sweetest  sounds  that  greet 
the  traveller's  ear. 

The  Alps,  or  mountain-pasturages  (for  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Alp  in  Switzerland  and  Tyrol)  are  usually  the  property  of  the  commune ; 
in  fact  common  land,  on  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  town 
or  vilUge  have  the  right  of  pasturing  a  certain  number  of  cattle,  the  regu- 
lations as  to  which  are  often  very  curious. 

"  In  the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  snow  has  disappeared,  and  the  younz 
grass  sprouts  up,  the  cattle  are  sent  from  the  villages  up  to  the  first  and 
lower  pastures.  Should  a  certain  portion  of  these  be  exhausted,  they 
change  their  quarters  to  another  part  of  the  mountain.  Here  they  stay 
till  about  the  10th  or  12th  of  June,  when  the  cattle  are  driven  to  th« 


liv  §  15. — CHALETS  AND  P18T17RAGK8. 

middle  ranges  of  pastures.  That  portion  of  the  herds  intended  for  a  summer 
campaign  on  the  highest  Alps  remain  here  till  the  beginning  of  July,  and 
on  the  4th  of  that  month  generally  ascend  to  them ;  return  to  the  middle 
range  of  pastures  about  7  or  8  weeks  afterwards,  spend  there  about  14  days 
or  3  weeks,  to  eat  the  aftergrass  ;  and  finally  return  into  the  valleys  about 
the  10th  or  11th  of  October,  where  they  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
villages  till  driven  by  the  snow  and  tempests  of  winter  into  the  stables. 

"  That  portion  of  the  cattle,  on  the  other  hand,  which  is  not  destined 
to  pass  the  summer  on  the  higher  Alps,  and  are  necessary  for  the  supply 
of  the  village  with  milk  and  butter,  descend  from  the  middle  pastures  on 
the  4th  of  July  into  the  valley,  and  consume  the  grass  upon  the  pasturage 
belonging  to  the  commime,  till  the  winter  drives  them  under  shelter.  The 
very  highest  Alpine  pasturages  are  never  occupied  more  than  3  or  4  weeks 
at  the  "furthest." — Lairobe.  The  tourist  in  the  higher  Alps  continually 
meets  the  flocks  and  herds  migrating  from  one  pasture  to  another,  or  to 
the  valley  below. 

Sometimes  the  owners  of  the  cattle  repair  in  person  to  the  Alps,  and 
pass  the  summer  among  them  along  with  their  families,  superintending  the 
nerdsmen,  and  assisting  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese  ;  and  in  some  parts 
there  are  whole  villages  inhabited  only  temporarily ;  but  in  general  only  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  to  attend  to  the  herds  and  to  make  the  cheeses 
remain  with  the  cattle,  in  which  case  the  cows  or  goats  belonging  to  each 
owner  are  tried  twice  a-year,  i. «.  the  amount  of  cheese  produced  in  a  day  or 
two  by  each  is  ascertained  ;  then  at  the  end  of  the  season  the  cheese  made 
is  divided  among  the  owners  in  the  proportions  indicated  by  the  trial.  The 
best  cheeses  are  made  upon  pastures  3000  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  in  the 
vales  of  Simmen  and  Saanen  (Gruy^re)  and  in  the  Emmenthal.  The  best 
cows  there  yield,  in  siunmer,  between  20  lbs.  and  40  lbs.  of  milk  daily,  and 
each  cow  produces,  by  the  end  of  the  season  of  4  months,  on  an  average, 
2  cwt.  of  cheese. 

The  life  of  the  cowherd  (Fr.  Vacher^  Germ.  Smner)  is  by  no  means  such 
an  existence  of  pleasure  as  romances  in  general,  and  that  of  Bousseau  in 
particular,  have  represented  it.  His  labours  are  dirty,  arduous,  and  con- 
stant; he  has  to  collect  80  or  90  cows  twice  a-day  to  be  milked,  to  look  after 
stragglers,  to  make  the  cheese,  and  keep  all  the  utensils  employed  in  the 
process  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  cleanliness.  The  cowherd  has  gene- 
rally, as  assistants,  a  friend  (Freund),  who  acts  as  a  <^rrier  to  the  \ovi 
country,  and  a  lad  (Kuhbub).  In  some  parts  the  her^men  live  for  many 
months  almost  entirely  on  milk  and  cheese,  not  eatipg  10  lbs.  of  bread  or 
potatoes  in  the  time.  The  cattle  are  frequently  enticed  home  at  milking;; 
time  by  the  oflfer  of  salt,  which  they  relish  hij^hly,  and  which  is  considered 
very  wholesome  for  them.  The  allowance  for  a  cow  is  4  or  5  lbs.  in  a 
quarter  of  a  year.  The  Stoss  is  an  extent  of  pasture  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  1  oow,  or  1  colt,  or  4  calves,  or  i  of  a  horse. 

The  ChdUt  (Germ.  Sennhiitte)  in  which  the  herdsman  resides  is  literally 
a  log-hut,  formed  of  trunks  of  pines,  notched  at  the  extremities  so  as  to  fit 
into  one  another  at  the  angles  of  the  building,  where  they  cross :  it  has  a 
low  flat  roof,  weighted  wi&  stones  to  keep  fast  the  shingle-roof  and  pre- 
vent its  being  blown  away  by  the  wind.  A  building  of  this  kind  is  rarely 
air-tight  or  water-tight.  The  interior  is  usually  blackened  with  smoke 
and  very  dirty,  boasting  of  scarcely  any  furniture,,  except,  perhaps,  a  table 
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and  rude  bench,  and  the  apparatus  of  the  dairy,  including  a  huge  kettle 
for  heating  the  milk.  A  truss  of  straw,  in  the  loft  above,  serves  the  in* 
mates  for  a  bed.  The  ground  around  the  hut  on  the  outside  is  usually 
poached  by  the  feet  of  tiie  cattle,  and  the  heaps  of  mud  and  dung  render 
it  difficult  to  approach  Ihe  door. 

There  is  another  kind  of  ehdUty  a  mere  shed  or  bam,  in  which  the  hay 
is  housed  until  the  winter,  when  it  is  conveyed  over  Uie  snow  in  sledges 
down  to  the  villages  below.  A  pastoral  Swiss  valley  is  usually  speckled 
over  with  huts  of  this  kind,  giving  it  the  appearance,  to  a  stranger,  of  being 
much  more  populous  than  it  is  in  reality :  in  the  Simmenthal  alone  there 
are,  it  is  said,  10,000  chalets.  This  lan^e  number  of  ch&lets  is  necessary, 
because  everything — goats,  sheep,  cattle,  horses,  and  food — ^must  be  put 
imder  cover  for  some  months  during  the  snow. 

The  herdsmen  6hift  their  habitations  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  pas- 
turages, as  their  cattle  ascend  and  descend  the  Alps,  at  different  seasons, 
and  they  sometimes  have  2  or  3  places  of  temporary  abode.  The  ex- 
perienced traveller  is  careful  to  inquire  beforehand  what  cb&lets  are 
occupied ;  otherwise  when  in  search  of  repose  or  refreshment,  after  a  long 
day's  journey,  he  is  liable  to  the  disappointment,  on  approaching  what  he 
conceives  to  be  a  human  habitation,  of  finding  that  it  is  a  mere  hav-bam, 
or  else  a  deserted  chalet ;  and  he  may  learn,  with  much  mortincation, 
that  he  has  still  some  tedious  miles  to  trudge  before  he  can  reach  the 
first  permanently  occupied  dwelling.  What  an  agreeable  contrast  to  reach 
a  well-appointed  chalet  of  the  better  sort,  where  delicious  milk  cooled 
in  the  mountain  stream,  fresh  butter,  bresLd,  and  cheese,  are  spread  out 
on  a  clean  napkin  before  the  hungry  and  tired  stranger  1 


S  16.   OLACIEBS^  (oSRlff.  0LET8CHZR:  ITAL.  OHIAOCIAIA). 

The  Glaciers  are  amongst  the  most  remarkable  objects  in  nature :  to 
them  Alpine  scenery  owes  much  of  its  strangeness  And  sublimity.  A 
glacier  may  be  dmcvibed  as  a  stream  of  ice,  descending  into  the  valleys  of 
high  mountain  chains,  fed  by  the  snow  which  occupies  their  tops  and  fills 
the  hollows  and  clefts  between  their  peaks  and  ridges ;  what  it  loses  by 
melting  at  its  lower  end  is  supplied  by  the  descent  of  new  masses  from 
the  upper  regions.  .The  snow  which  falls  upon  the  summits  and  plateaux 
of  the  high  Alps  is. at  first  a  dry  and  loose  powder.  The  action  of  the 
sun  gradually  converts  this  into  a  granular  mass,  as  the  minute  particles 
are  aggregated  together  in  irregular  roundish  grains.  In  this  state  the 
entire  mass  appears  white  and  opaque,  but  the  separate  grains  are 
transparent.  In  the  course  of  successive  years,  as  one  layer  accumulates 
orer  another,  pressure  bedns  to  act  on  the  lower  portions  of  the  mass. 
The  separate  gxains  being  Drought  into  contact  adhere  together,  tmtil  the 
whole  becomes  a  seemingly  solid  mass  of  ice.  The  accumulation  of  snow, 
partly  transformed  into  ice,  in  the  upper  regions,  may  be  many  hundreds 

*  The  best  informatloii  respecting  gUeien  ic  to  be  foand  \n  IVofeaaor  Forbes*  *  Travels  in  Cba 
Alps,' alrawly  slluded  to,  in  Anssi^s  'Etudes  snr  l«s  Glaciers,'  Tyndall's  *  Glaciers  of  the 
Alps.'  and  Porbes's  *  Oecasional  Papers  on  the  Theory  of  Glaciers/  I^ocal  names  for  jrlariers— 
In  Tyrol,  Fin  ;  in  Carinthia,  Kits ;  in  the  Griaons.  W«der  or  Vedre^ ;  in  part  of  Italy.  Vedretto; 
in  the  Vallais,  Bicgno ;  in  I'iedmont,  Ruixe  \  in  the  Pyrenees,  Semeille. 
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of  feet  in  thickness,  and  the  pressure  on  the  undermost  part  is  therefore 
enormously  great.  The  glacier  ice  yields  to  this  pressure,  and  is  gradually 
forced  downwards  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  into  the  upper  valleys 
which  afford  the  easiest  channels  for  its  descent.  The  upper  granular  and 
unconsolidated  part  is  called  in  German  Fim,  or  Neve  in  French,  the  term 
Glacier  (Gletscher)  heing  applied  to  the  lower  limhs  of  more  solid 
ice,  which  stretch  down  into  the  Tallcys.  The  Fim,  or  N^v^,  is  a  region 
of  complete  desolation ;  no  animal  intrudes  upon  it  save  a  chance 
insect,  and  only  the  scantiest  lichens  appear  on  the  rocks  around  it. 
The  fim  occurs  only  at  a  height  where  the  snow  which  falls  in  the 
winter  does  not  entirely  disappear  in  the  course  of  the  following  year ; 
while  that  which  falls  on  the  lower  glacier  is  almost  always  melted  in 
the  course  of  the  following  summer,  and  never  combines  with  the  ice.* 
'  Escher  has  computed  the  number  of  glaciers  among  the  Swiss  Alps  at 
600,  and  the  extent  of  surface  occupied  by  them  at  1000  square  miles  : 
this,  however,  must  be  but  a  vague  estimate.  They  vary  from  a  few 
square  yards  to  acres  and  miles  in  extent,  covering,  in  some  instances, 
whole  districts,  filling  up  entirely  the  elevated  hollows  and  basins  between 
the  peaks  and  ridges  of  the  Alps,  and  sending  forth  arms  and  branches 
into  the  inhabited  valleys,  below  the  region  of  forests,  and  even  below 
the  level  at  which  com  will  grow. 

It  is  such  offsets  of  the  glacier  as  these  that  are  presented  to  the  view 
of  the  traveller  from  the  villages  of  Chamouni,  Zermatt,  and  Grindelwald. 
These,  however,  are,  as  it  were,  but  the  skirts  and  fringes  of  that  vast  ever- 
lasting drapery  of  ice  which  clothes  all  the  upper  region  of  the  Alps.  These 
fields  or  tracts  of  iminterrupted  glacier  have  been  called  "  Seas  of  Ice  •• 
(Mers  de  Glace,  Eismeeren),  and  there  are  three  such  among  the  Swiss 
and  Savoyard  Alps,  which  merit  especial  mention ;  that  around  Mont 
Blanc,  that  around  the  Monte  Eoea  and  the  Cervin,  and  that  of  the 
Bcmese  Oberland,  around  the  Finster-Aar-Hom.  The  last  sends  out  no 
less  than  13  branches ;  its  extent  has  been  estimated  at  125  square  m.,  and 
it  is  supposed  to  b«  the  largest  in  Europe. 

The  greatest  thickness  of  the  glaciers  has  been  commonly  estimated  at 
between  600  and  800  ft.  The  greatest  thickness  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on 
the  N.  flank  of  Mont  Blanc,  is  estimated  by  Forbes  at  350  ft.  deep. 
Sanssure  had  calculated  it  at  600  ft.  Agassiz  assures  us  that  there  are 
boles  in  the  Aar  glacier  780  ft.  deep. 

Notwithstanding  their  great  extent  and  solidity,  the  glaciers  are  under* 

*  A  aerfoos  ecror  it  conveyed  hy  tlie  eominoii  expiearion,  "  the  Una  of  perpetoal  mow,*'  or, 
"  where  snow  never  melta."  There  i«  no  spot  on  toe  Alps,  nor  on  any  (ttoer  snow^claA  moun- 
tains, where  snow  does  not  melt  under  the  influence  of  a  summer  sun  at  mid-dsy.  It  melts 
even  on  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc  ;  hot  there,  and  on  the  summits  of  the  other  high  Alps,  the  duia- 
tion  of  the  sun*s  heat  is  so  short,  that  very  little  is  melted  during  the  year,  and,  for  the  ssme 
reason,  there  is  very  little  moisture  in  the  air,  and,  consequently,  very  little  snow  can  fall :  and 
tlie  greater  part  of  this  is  carried  t^o  a  lower  level  by  the  storms  which  often  rage  mund  the 
mountain  topa.  What  is  culled  *'  tAe  mew  ling  "  does  not  depend  on  elevation  ahme,  but  on  all 
the  circumstances  which  aflTeet  the  quantity  of  snow  that  falls  during  a  year,  and  the  quantity  that 
melts  during  the  same  period.  It  is  the  limit  at  which  the  quantity  melted  in  the  year  exsetly 
equals  the  quantity  that  has  Allen.  Independent  of  a  certain  amount  of  variation  flrom  one 
sesson  to  another,  it  varies  with  the  latitude,  with  the  expoanre  to  certain  winds,  and  even  on 
the  two  side*  of  the  same  mountain,  being:  generally  higher  on  the  S.  side  than  the  N.  The 
snow  will  lilcewlse  rest  lonver.  and  extend  lower  down,  upon  a  mountain  of  granite  than  upon 
one  of  limestone,  in  proportion  as  the  two  rrwks  are  ]*aod  or  bad  condnctora  of  heat,  and  this 
ia  the  ease  even  in  contiguous  mountains,  members  of  the  same  chain. 
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going  a  peTpetoal  prooess  of  Tenovatioii  and  destrnction.  The  lower 
portions  desoending  into  the  valleys  are  gradually  dissolved  by  the  in- 
creased temperature  which  prevails  at  so  low  a  level.  The  summer  sun^ 
aided  by  warm  winds,  acts  upon  the  surface,  so  that,  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  it  abounds  in  pools,  and  is  traversed  by  rills  of  water,  llie  con- 
stant evaporation,  from  every  part  exposed  to  the  air,  produces  great 
diminution  in  the  upper  beds  ;  the  teimperature  of  the  earth,  also,  which 
is  at  all  seasons  greater  than  that  of  ice,  melts  yearly  a  small  portion  of  its 
lower  surface.  By  the  combined  influence  of  these  causes  the  bulk  and 
thickness  of  the  glacier  are  reduced  during  the  hot  season  until  in  the 
autumn  it  has  fallen  many  feet  below  its  ordinary  level.  The  vacancy 
thus  caused  is  entirely  filled  up  from  above  by  the  winter's  snow  falling 
upon  the  mountain-tops,  and  on  the  whole  upper  region  of  the  high  Alps, 
which  flows  into  the  higher  valleys,  pressed  down  by  its  own  weight* 
Henceforth  the  ice-stream,  like  the  river,  moves  onward  steadily  by  day 
and  night,  and  even  in  the  winter,  though  its  progress  is  slower, 

**  The  glacier^s  cold  and  restless  mass 
Moves  onward  day  by  day." — Bynm, 

It  18  also  sensibly  retarded  by  hard  frost,  and  accelerated  by  thaw.  The 
snow  which  has  fallen  in  the  winter  on  the  lower  prt  of  the  glacier  melts 
in  the  spring,  as  it  would  on  land ;  and,  on  cold  nights,  the  small  pools  of 
water  on  the  glacier  freeze,  and  thaw  again  under  the  sun's  rays. 

Tlie  cause  of  the  movement  of  glaciers  has  been  much  discussed  and 
variously  explained.  De  Saussure  supposed  that  it  proceeds  from  their 
weight  alone,  and  that  they  slide  down  the  inclined  surface  of  the  valleys, 
aid^  by  the  ice  melting  below,  in  contact  with  the  earth.  Others  be- 
lieved that  the  descent  was  caused  by  dilatation  of  the  glacier,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  water  that  penetrates  the  mass  of  ice,  alternately  thawing 
and  freezing.  The  Aeory  of  their  motion  now  generally  accepted  by 
scientific  men  is  that  of  Professor  J.  D.  Forbes,  modified  in  some  respects 
by  the  subsequent  researches  of  Professor  Tyndall.  Without  adverting  to 
disputed  points,  which  are  discussed  in  their  works,  it  may  be  said  tiiat 
under  the  pressure  of  its  own  enormous  weight  glacier  ice  becomes  plastic  and 
moulds  itself  to  the  form  of  the  channel  through  which  it  moves.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  one  of  these  vast  rivers  of  ice  turn  sharply  round  a  pro- 
jecting promontory  of  rock,  or  contract  its  bed  to  less  than  half  its  previous 
width  in  passing  through  a  gorge,  and  then  expand  again  in  a  more  open 
part  of  the  valley.  The  centre  of  the  ice-stream  moves  quicker  than  the 
sides,  which  are  retarded  by  the  friction  of  the  rocks,  &c.,  and,  for  the 
same  reason,  the  top  moves  faster  than  the  bottom.  The  rate  of  onward 
motion  varies  veiy  much  in  different  glaciers,  according  to  the  sloi^e  and 
the  mass  of  ice  in  motion.  Opposite  the  Montanvert  the  quickest  moving 
part  moves  about  30  inches  a  day  in  summer,  16  inches  in  winter. — 8e€ 
Tyndall's  *  Glaciers  of  the  Alps.' 

The  surface  of  the  mountain,  which  forms  the  bed  of  a  glacier,  however 
hard,  is  subjected  to  an  extraordinary  process  of  grinding  and  polishing 
from  the  vast  masses  of  ice  constantly  passing  over  it.  The  harder  frag- 
ments, such  as  granite  and  quartz,  interposed  between  the  ice  and  the 
rock,  act  like  diamonds  on  glass,  and  scratch  deep  and  long  grooves  on  the 
surface.    The  scat  of  ancient  glaciers,  which  have  now  entirely  disappeared 
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may  still  be  discovered  by  the  furrows  lefl  behind  them  on  the  rocks. 
These  furrows  and  polished  surfaces  (roches  moutonn^es)  are  very  remark- 
able above  Quttanen  on  the  Grimsel  road.  The  motion  of  a  glacier  may  be 
admirably  observed  at  the  Bosenlaui  glacier.  The  foot  of  the  glacier  tliere, 
being  on  a  surface  of  rock,  marks  its  advance  or  retrogression  daily  by  the 
heaps  of  rubbish  it  pushes  forwards,  whilst  on  the  rocks  above  may  be  seen 
the  moraine  of  the  glacier  in  former  years  when  it  was  larger. 

The  nature  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  ice  depends  partly  upon  that  of 
the  ground  on  which  it  rests :  where  it  is  even,  or  nearly  so,  the  ice  is 
smooth  and  level ;  but  whenever  the  supporting  surface  becomes  slanting 
or  uneven,  the  glacier  begins  to  split  and  gape  in  all  directions.  As  it 
approaches  a  steeper  declivity  or  precipice,  as  in  the  lower  glacier 
of  Grindelwald,  the  entire  mass  is  cleft  by  deep  and  wide  fissures, 
which  generally  intersect  each  other,  leaving  crags,  obelisks,  and  towers 
of  ice  of  the  most  fantastic  shapes,  varying  in  height  from  20  to  80  ft. 
Being  unequally  melted  by  the  wind  and  sim,  they  are  continually 
changing  their  form  and  crumbling  away,  either  by  their  own  weight, 
or  the  pressure  of  other  masses.  After  the  difficulties  are  passed,  these 
aiguilles  and  obelisks  of  ice,  being  pressed  together  at  the  bottom  of 
the  descent,  close  up  again,  and,  as  soon  as  the  surface  of  the  mountain 
below  them  is  level,  the  glacier  again  assumes  a  nearly  level  and  compact 
character. 

The  Crevcuses,  or  fissures,  which  traverse  the  upper  portion  of  the 
glacier,  before  it  becomes  entirely  fractured  and  disruptured,  run  in  a 
transverse  direction,  never  extending  quite  across  the  ice-field,  but  nar- 
rowing out  at  the  extremities,  so  that,  when  they  gape  too  wide  to 
leap  across,  they  may  be  turned  by  following  them  to  their  termi- 
nation. These  rents  and  fissures  are  the  chief  source  of  danger  to  those 
who  cross  the  glaciers;  sometimes,  from  their  numbers,  monotonous 
sameness  of  appearance,  and  perplexing  confusion,  by  which  the  tra* 
veller  is  nearly  bewildered,  and  even  the  most  experienced  guides  are  some- 
times at  fault  and  lose  their  way,  and  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  extri- 
cating themselves  from  their  intricacies.  In  the  upper  regions  the  crevasses 
are  concealed  by  a  treacherous  coating  of  snow;  and  many  a  bold  chamois* 
hunter  has  found  a  grave  in  their  recesses.  Ebel  mentions  an  instance  of 
a  shepherd,  in  1787,  who,  in  driving  his  flock  over  the  ice  to  a  high  pas- 
turage, had  the  misfortune  to  tumble  into  one  of  these  clefts.  He  fell  iu 
the  vicinity  of  a  torrent  which  flowed  under  the  glacier,  and,  by  following 
up  its  bed  under  the  ice,  succeeded  in  reaching  the  surface  of  the  glacier 
with  a  broken  arm.  The  man's  name  was  Christian  Bohren:  he  was 
living  in  1849,  and  acted  as  guide  to  the  upper  glacier  of  Grindelwald. 
More  melancholy  was  the  fate  of  M.  Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Vevay :  he  was 
engaged  in  making  some  scientific  researches  upon  the  glader,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  leaning  over  to  examine  a  singular  well-shaped  aperture  in  the 
ice,  when  the  staff  on  which  he  rested  gave  way ;  he  was  precipitated  to 
the  bottom,  and  his  lifeless  and  mangled  body  was  recovered  from  the 
depths  of  the  glacier  a  few  days  after.  It  may  be  hopecl  that  the  attention 
recently  directed  to  this  subject  by  several  fatal  accidents  may  induce  tra- 
vellers to  adopt  the  precautions  already  urged  in  §  12. 

The  crevasses,  owing  their  formation  to  the  advancing  movement  of  the 
glacier,  whatever  causes  tend  to  accelerate  that  movement^  tend  at  the  same 
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time  to  widen  exiflting  crevasfles  and  to  produce  new  ones.  In  this  way  the 
warm  S.  or  S.E.  wind,  called  the  f&hn  in  Uri  and  among  the  Bernese  Alps,  i« 
Tery  instrumental  in  causing  the  glacier  to  split,  and  the  loud  reports 
thus  occasioned,  called  by  the  herdsmen  the  growlings  (brullen)  of  the 
glacier,  are  regarded  as  a  sign  of  bad  weather,  because  the  same  windj 
bearing  a  current  of  heated  air  from  the  plains  of  Italy  or  the  Adriatic, 
causes  rain  or  snow  when  this  current  is  cooled  down  among  the  higher  peaks 
of  the  Alps.  The  traveller  who  ventures  to  cross  any  of  the  larger  glaciers 
may,  at  times,  both  hear  and  see  the  fissures  widening  around  him.  The 
crevasses  exhibit  in  perfection  the  beautiful  azure  blue  colour  of  the  glacier ; 
the  cause  of  which  has  not  been  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  It  is  the  same 
tint  of  ultramarine  which  the  Rh6ne  exhibits  at  Geneva,  after  leaving 
all  its  impurities  behind  it  in  the  lake ;  and  the  writer  has  even  ob« 
served  the  same  beautiful  tint  in  footmarks  and  holes  made  in  fresh* 
fallen  snow,  not  more  than  a  foot  deep,  among  the  high  Alps. — See 
Tyndall's  *  Glaciers  of  the  Alps.' 

The  traveller  who  has  only  read  of  glaciers  is  often  disappointed  at  the 
first  sight  of  them,  by  the  i^pearance  of  their  surface,  which  is  rough, 
tossed  about  in  hillocks  and  gullies,  and,  except  when  covered  with  fresh- 
fallen  snow,  or  at  very  great  heists,  has  none  of  the  purity  which  might 
be  expected  from  fields  of  ice.  On  the  contrary,  it  usually  exhibits 
a  surface  of  dirty  white,  soiled  with  mud,  and  often  covered  with 
stones  and  gravel.  Such  beds  of  stone,  dirt,  and  rubbish  are  common 
to  most  glaciers,  and,  when  accumulated  in  continuous  masses,  are 
called  MoraineSy  running  along  the  glacier  in  parallel  lines  at  the  sides 
(called  lateral  Moraines,  German  Gandecken)  \  or  in  the  middle  (medial 
Moraines,  in  German  Guffer),  and  terminal  or  end  Moraines.  They  are 
formed  in  the  following  manner : — The  edges  of  the  glacier,  at  its  upper 
extremity,  receive  the  fragments  of  rock  detached  from  the  mountains 
around  by  the  destructive  agency  of  moisture  and  frost ;  but  as  the  glacier 
itself  is  constantly  descending,  this  fallen  rubbish  goes  along  with  it,  in- 
creased from  behind  by  the  d^ris  of  eachsucceeding  winter,  so  tbat  it  forms  a 
nearly  uninterrupted  line  from  the  top  of  the  ice-field  to  the  bottom,  thus 
forming  a  lateral  moraine.  Wherever  the  glacier  from  one  valley  meets 
that  of  another,  the  moraines  from  the  two  unite  and  form  one,  running 
dovm  the  centre  of  the  united  glacier  instead  of  along  its  margin,  as  before, 
thus  forming  a  medial  moraine.  Such  a  confluence  of  moraines  is  well 
seen  on  the  glacier  of  the  Aar  (Route  26) ;  and  upon  the  great  glacier 
of  Gomer  descending  from  Monte  Bosa  (Route  127)  six  or  eight  may  be 
seen  running  side  by  side,  each  traceable  to  its  origin  by  the  nature  of 
the  rocks  composing  it. 

"  The  moraines  remain  upon  the  surface  of  the  glacier,  and,  unless 
after  a  very  long  or  very  uneven  course,  they  are  not  dissipated  or  in- 
gulfed. On  the  contrary,  the  largest  stones  attain  a  conspicuous  pre- 
eminence ;  the  heaviest  moraine,  far  from  indenting  the  surface  of  the  ice, 
or  sinking  amongst  its  substance,  rides  upon  an  icy  ndge  as  an  excrescence, 
which  gives  to  it  the  character  of  a  colossal  back-bone  of  the  glacier,  or 
sometimes  appears  like  a  noble  causeway,  fit,  indeed,  for  giants,  stretching 
away  for  leagues  over  monotonous  ice,  with  a  breadth  of  some  hundreds 
of  feet,  and  raised  from  50  to  80  ft.  above  its  general  level.  Almost  every 
stone,  however,  rests  upon  ice ;  the  mound  is  not  a  mound  of  debris,  as  it 
.  mlgbt  at  first  sight  appear.** — Forbes, 
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The  terminal  moraines  are  heaped  up  often  to  a  height  of  80  or  100  ft., 
and  Bomeiimes  much  higher :  the  moraines  in  the  Allee  Blanche  and  on 
the  glacier  of  Blaiti^re  at  Chamouni  must  be  500  or  600  ft.  high.    Not 
nnfrequently  there  are  3  or  4  such  ridges,  one  behind  the  other,  like 
'80  many  lines  of  intrenchment.    The  broken  stones,  sand,  and  mud, 
mixed  with  shattered  fragments  of  ice,  of  which  they  are  composed, 
have  an  unsightly  appearance,  being  perfectly  barren  of  vegetation ;  but 
each  heap  is,  as  it  were,  a  geological  cabinet,  containing  specimens  of 
all  the  neighbouring  mountains,    llie  glacier,  indeed,  has  a  natural 
tendency  to  purge  itself  from  impurities,  and  whatever  happens  to  fall 
upon  it  is  gradually  discharged  in  this  manner.    It  likewise  exerts  great 
mechanical  force,  and,  like  a  vast  millstone,  grinds  down  not  only  the 
rock  which  composes  its  channel,  but  all  the  fragments  interposed  between 
•it  and  the  rock ;  forming,  in  the  end,  a  sort  of  stone-meal.    The  extent  of 
the  moraine  depends  on  the  character  of  the  strata  of  the  mountains 
around  the  glacier :  where  they  are  of  granite,  or  other  hard  rock,  not 
easily  decomposed  by  the  weather,  the  moraine  is  of  small  extent ;  and  it 
is  largest  where  the  boundary  rocks  are  of  brittle  limestone  and  fissile 
slate.    The  researches  of  Swiss  naturalists  ( Agassiz  and  Charpentier)  have 
discovered  extensive  moraines,  not  only  in  the  lower  jMirt  of  the  Valais, 
but  even  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  Leman,  at  a  height  of  not  more  than 
200  or  300  ft.  above  it ;  indicating  that,  during  i^fne  anterior  condition  of 
our  planet,  the  valley  of  the  Rh6ne  was  occupied  by  glaciers,  in  situations 
at  present  40  or  50  m.  distant  from  the  nearest  existing  ice-field,   and 
3000  or  4000  ft.  below  it.    The  existence  of  boulder-stones,  so  common 
on  the  Jura  and  elsewhere,  is  now  generally  attributed  to  glaciers,  the 
boulders  having  been  either  carried  on  the  surface  of  glaciers  to  their 
present  position,  or  floated  there  on  icebergs  broken  off  from  glaciers.* 

A  singular  circumstance  occurs  when  a  single  large  mass  of  rock  has  fallen 
upon  the  glacier ;  the  shade  and  protection  from  the  sun's  rays  afforded  by 
the  stone  prevents  the  ice  on  which  it  rests  from  melting,  and,  while  the 
surface  around  is  gradually  lowered,  it  remains  supported  on  a  pedestal  or 
table,  like  a  mushroom  on  a  stalk,  often  attaining  a  height  of  several  feet ; 
at  length  the  stone  falls  off  the  pillar  and  the  process  recommences.  The 
glaciers  of  the  Aar  furnish  fine  examples  of  these  tables  des  gfaciers,  as 
they  are  called.  The  surface  of  the  glacier  has  been  ascertained  to  lose 
3  ft.  of  surface  by  melting  in  as  many  weeks  of  fine  warm  weather.  An 
exactly  opposite  phenomenon  occurs  when  a  small  stone,  not  more  than 
an  inch  thick,  or  a  leaf,  rests  upon  the  ice.  As  it  absorbs  the  sun's  rays 
with  greater  rapidity  than  ice,  not  merely  its  surface  but  its  entire  sub- 
stance is  warmed  through,  and  instead  of  protecting  it  melts  the  ice  below 
it,  and  gradually  sinks,  forming  a  hole  to  a  considerable  depth,  and  gene- 
rally a  pool  of  water,  of  which  the  traveller  is  often  glad  to  avail  him- 
self: these  little  pools  are  generally  frozen  over  at  night. 

The  occurrence  of  Red  Snow,  which  at  one  time  was  treated  with  incre- 
dulity, is  common  among  the  High  Alps,  and  is  produced  either  by  minute 
insects  and  their  eggs,  or  by  a  species  of  cryptogamic  plant,  called  Valmella 
Nivalis,  or  Protococcus,  a  true  vegetable,  which  plants  itself  on  the  surface  of 
»the  snow,  takes  root,  germinates,  produces  seed,  and  dies.    In  the  state  of 

*  .^ee  an  intereating  paper  on  the  Ancient  Olacien  of  Sw  itxerland  and  North  Wnlea,  by 
rrvfenor  XUmsay,  I/ieal  Director  of  the  Geol<^ieal  Surrey  of  England,  in  '  Peaks,  Pftaeea,  and 
ClUeiera;*  also  publiahed  separately. 
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germination  it  imparts  a  pale  carmine  tint  to  the  snow  :  this  increases,  as 
the  plant  comes  to  maturity,  to  a  deep  crimson  blush,  which  gradually  fades, 
and,  as  the  plant  decays,  becomes  a  black  dnst  or  mould.  By  collecting 
some  of  the  coloured  snow  in  a  bottle,  and  pouring  it  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  • 
the  form  of  the  plant  may  be  discovered  with  a  microscope,  as  soon  as 
the  water  has  evaporated. 

It  has  been  alrwuiy  observed  that  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  melting  of 
the  lower  portion  of  the  glacier  is  filled  up  by  the  winter  snow  from  above. 
But,  as  may  be  supposed,  it  often  happens,  after  mild  wintera  and  warm 
summers,  that  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  void ;  and  vice  vei'sd,  after 
severe  winters  and  rainy  summers,  the  glacier  is  overloaded,  as  it  were : 
indeed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  an  exact  equilibrium  of  supply  and  con- 
sumption should  be  preserved,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  glaciers  are  sub- 
ject both  to  temporary  and  to  secular  variation.  The  glaciers  throughout 
the  Alps  appear  to  have  made  a  general  movement  in  advance  between 
the  years  1817  and  1822,  in  consequence  of  the  coldness  of  the  six  pre- 
ceding summers.  The  glaciers  of  Bossons  and  des  Bois,  in  the  valley  of 
Chamouni,  and  that  of  Grindelwald,  in  the  Bernese  Alps,  extended  so  far 
in  width  as  well  as  length,  as  to  overthrow  large  trees  of  the  growth  of 
many  centuries.  Afterwards  they  began  to  retreat,  and  soon  regained 
their  original  limits.  Instances  have  occurred  of  the  sudden  advance  of  a 
•  glacier,  as  in  the  Gadmenthal  (Route  32),  where  a  road  has  been  destroyed 
by  this  cause,  and  even  of  the  formation  of  new  glaciers  within  the 
memory  of  man,  as  in  the  Upper  Engadine  (?),  and  at  the  base  of  the 
Titlis :  but  these  have  been  followed  by  a  similar  retrocession,  and  the 
newly  formed  ice-fields  are  rarely  permanent.  It  is  certain  that,  at  present, 
both  the  Mer  de  Glace,  under  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  Grindelwald  Glacier, 
appear  to  have  shrunk,  and  sunk  considerably  below  the  level  they  once 
attained  ;  but  this  maybe  merely  tcmporarv,  or  even  only  their  dimensions 
in  summer,  when  most  reduced.  Prof.  I^'orbes  states  that  in  1845  the 
glacier  of  Findelen,  near  Zermatt,  was  retreating ;  since  that  time  it  haa 
advanced,  destroying  fields  and  chalets  ;  and  Sir  C.  Lyell  has  informed  the 
Editor  that  it  advanced  in  1857,  notwithstanding  the  unusual  heat  of  that 
•Bummer. 

Professors  Agasmz,  Forbes,  and  Tyndall  have  made  some  interesting  ex- 
periments and  observations  upon  the  movement  and  rate  of  progress  of  the 
-glaciers ;  but  Hugi  was  the  first  observer  who  attempted  to  measure  their 
advance.  In  1829  the  latter  noted  the  position  of  numerous  loose  blocks 
lying  on  the  surface  of  the  lower  glacier  of  the  Aar,  relatively  to  the  fixed 
rocks  at  its  sides.  He  also  measured  the  glacier  and  erected  signal-posts 
<m  it.  In  1836  he  found  everything  altered ;  many  of  the  loose  blocks 
had  moved  off  and  entirely  disappeared,  along  with  the  ice  that  supported 
them.  A  hut,  which  he  had  hastily  erected,  to  shelter  himself  and  his 
companions,  had  advanced  2184  ft.  A  mass  of  granite,  containing  26,000 
cubic  ft.,  originally  buried  under  the  snow  of  the  fim,  which  had  become 
converted  into  glacier,  had  not  only  been  raised  to  the  surface,  but  was 
elevated  above  it,  in  the  air,  upon  two  pedestals,  or  pillars,  of  ice ;  so  that 
a  large  party  might  have  found  shelter  under  it.  A  signal-post,  stuck 
'into  a  mass  of  granite,  had  not  only  made  as  great  an  advance  as  the  hut, 
but  the  distance  between  it  and  the  hut  had  been  increased  760  ft.  by  the 
expanfflon  <^  the  glacier.    In  1839  H.  Agassiz  found  that  Hugi's  cabi*~ 
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had  advanoed  4400  ft,  from  the  position  it  originally  oocujned,  whe'h  first 
built  in  1827 ;  and  in  1840  it  was  200  ft.  lower.  Hugi*8  observations  on 
the  Aar  glacier  give  as  its  rate  of  motion  240  ft.  per  annum.  The  more 
recent  and  precise  observations  of  Professors  Forbes  and  Tyndall  have  ascer- 
tained the  daily  motion  of  the  ice  on  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and  proved  that  it 
proceeds  regularly,  not  by  fits  and  starts,  but  accelerated  in  speed  by  thaws 
and  retarded  by  frosts,  and  that  the  motion  is  different  in  different  parts 
of  the  glacier.  The  advance  of  the  ice-field  of  the  Mer  de  Glaoe  is  cal- 
culated at  between  600  and  700  ft.  yearly,  or  nearly  2  ft.  a  day ;  so  that 
the  traveller,  whilst  walking  over  the  glacier,  is  insensibly  descending  to 
the  valley  below. 

It  is  highly  interesting  to  consider  how  important  a  service  the  glaciers 
perform  in  the  economy  of  nature.  These  dead  and  chilly  fields  of  ice, 
which  prolong  the  reign  of  winter  throughout  the  year,  are,  in  reality,  the 
source  of  life  and  the  springs  of  vegetation.  They  are  the  locked-up 
reservoirs,  the  sealed  fountains,  from  which  the  vast  rivers  travei*sing  the 
great  continents  of  our  globe  are  sustained.  The  summer  heat,  which 
dries  up  other  sources  of  water,  first  opens  out  their  bountiful  supplies. 
When  the  rivers  of  the  plain  begin  to  shrink  and  dwindle  within  their 
parched  beds,  the  torrents  of  the  Alps,  fed  by  melting  snow  and  glaciers, 
rush  down  from  the  mountains  and  supply  the  deficien<nr ;  and,  at  that 
season  (July  and  August),  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  Switzerland  are  fullest. 

During  the  whole  summer,  the  traveller  who  crosses  the  glaciers  hears 
the  toiTents  rustling  and  running  below  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  azure 
clefts.  These  plenteous  rills  gushing  forth  in  their  sub-glacial  beds,  are 
generally  all  collected  in  one  stream,  at  the  foot  of  the  gUcier,  which,  in 
consequence,  is  eaten  away  into  a  vast  dome-shaped  arch,  sometimes  100 
ft.  high,  gradually  increasing  until  the  constant  thaw  weakens  its  support, 
and  it  gives  way  and  falls  in  vrith  a  crash.  Such  caverns  of  ice  are  seen 
in  great  perfection,  in  some  years,  at  the  source  of  the  Arveyron,  in  the 
valley  of  Chamouni,  and  in  the  glaciers  of  Grindelwald.  The  streams 
issuing  from  glaciers  are  distinguished  by  their  turbid  dirty-white  or  milky 
colour.  The  waters  collected  by  the  melting  of  the  ice  from  all  parts  of 
the  surface  of  a  glacier  often  accumulate  into  torrents,  which,  at  length, 
precipitate  themselves  into  a  hole  or  fissure  in  its  surface  in  the  form  of  a 
cascade. 

The  following  striking  passage  from  Professor  Forbes's  *  Alps,'  p.  386, 
will  form  a  good  conclusion  to  this  account  of  glaciers : — '*  Poets  and 
philosophers  have  delighted  to  compare  the  course  of  human  life  to  that 
of  a  river  ;  perhaps  a  still  apter  simile  might  be  found  in  the  history  of  a 
glacier.  Heaven-descended  in  its  origin,  it  yet  takes  its  mould  and  con- 
formation from  the  hidden  womb  of  the  mountains  which  brought  it  forth. 
At  first  soft  and  ductile,  it  acquires  a  character  and  firmness  of  its  own,  as 
an  inevitable  destiny  urges  it  on  its  onward  career.  Jostled  and  constrained 
by  the  crosses  and  inequalities  of  its  prescribed  path,  hedged  in  by  im- 
passable barriers  which  fix  limits  to  its  movements,  it  yields  groaning  to 
its  fate,  and  still  travels  fonvard  seamed  with  the  scars  of  many  a  conflict 
with  opposing  obstacles.  All  this  while,  although  wasting,  it  is  renewed 
by  an  unseen  power, — it  evaporates,  but  is  not  consumed.  On  its  surface 
it  bears  the  spoils  which,  during  the  progress  of  existence,  it  has  made  its 
own ;  often  weighty  burdens  devoid  of  beauty  or  value,  at  times  precious 
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masses,  sparkling  with  gems  or  with  ore.  Having  at  length  attained  its 
greatest  width  and  extension,  oommanding  admiration  by  its  beauty  and 
power,  waste  pvedominates  over  supply,  the  vital  springs  begin  to  fsol ;  it 
stoops  into  an  attitude  of  decrepitude — ^it  drops  the  burdens,  one  by  one, 
which  it  had  borne  so  proudly  aloft — its  dissolution  is  inevitable.  But  as 
it  is  resolved  into  its  elements,  it  takes  all  at  onoe  a  new,  and  livelier,  and 
disembarrassed  form :  from  the  wreck  of  its  members  it  arises  '  another, 
yet  the  same '—«  noble,  full-bodied,  arrowy  stream,  which  leaps  rejoicing 
over  the  obstacles  which  before  bad  stayed  its  progress,  and  hastens 
through  fertile  valleys  towards  a  freer  existence,  and  a  final  union  in  the 
ocean  with  the  boundless  and  the  infinite.** 

§  17.   AVALANCHT88 — SNOW-STORMS— FLOODS. 
*'  The  avalanche— the  thunderbolt  of  snow.** — Byron, 

Avalanches  (Germ.  Lawinen)  are  those  accumulations  of  snow  which 
precipitate  themselves  from  the  mountains,  either  by  their  own  weight  or 
by  the  loosening  effects  of  the  sun's  heat,  into  the  valleys  below,  sweeping 
everything  before  them,  and  causing,  at  times,  great  destruction  of  life 
and  property.  The  fearful  crash  which  accompanies  their  descent  is  often 
heard  at  a  distance  of  several  leagues. 

The  natives  of  the  Alps  distinguish  between  several  different  kinds  of 
avalanches.  The  staulhlaivinen  Tdust  avalanches)  are  formed  of  louse 
fresh-fallen  snow,  heaped  up  by  the  wind  early  in  the  winter,  before  it 
has  begim  to  melt  or  combine  together.  Such  a  mass,  when  it  reaches 
the  edge  of  a  cliff  or  declivity,  tumbles  from  point  to  point.  Increasing  in 
quantity  as  well  as  in  impetus  every  instant,  and  spreading  itself  over 
a  wide  extent  of  surface.  It  desoen<u  with  prodi<:;ious  rapidity,  and  has 
been  known  to  rush  down  a  distance  of  10  m.  from  the  point  whence 
it  was  first  detached ;  not  only  descending  one  side  of  a  valley,  but  also 
ascending  the  opposite  hill  by  the  velocity  acquired  in  its  iiall,  overwhelm'- 
ing  and  laying  prostrate  a  whole  forest  of  firs  in  its  descent,  and  breaking 
down  another  forest,  up  the  opposite  side,  so  as  to  lay  the  heads  of  the 
trees  up  the  hill  in  its  ascent.  8lide-avaianehe$  (Sohleich-lawine  or 
Schlipfe)  slip  down  from  inclined  surfaces  often  without  disturbance  of 
tiie  surface,  and  it  is  only  when  they  begin  to  roll  over  and  bound  that 
they  become  schlag  or  grund-lawinen. 

Another  kind  of  avalanche,  the  Orund-lavdneny  occurs  in  spring,  during 
the  months  of  April  and  May,  when  the  sun  becomes  powerful,  and  the 
snow  thaws  rapidly  under  its  influence.  They  fall  constantly  from 
different  parts  of  the  mountains,  at  different  hours  in  the  day,  accordingly 
as  each  part  is  reached  by  the  sun :  from  the  £.  side  between  10  and  12, 
from  the  8.  side  between  12  and  2,  and  later  in  the  day  from  the  W.  and  N.' 
This  species  is  more  dangerous  in  its  effects,  from  the  snow  being  clammy 
and  adhesive,  as  well  as  hard  and  compact.  Any  object  buried  by  it 
can  only  be  dug  out  by  the  most  arduous  labour.  Men  or  cattle  over- 
whelmed by  the  staub-lawine  can  extricate  themselves  by  their  own 
exertions ;  or,  at  any  rate,  from  the  snow  being  less  compact,  may 
breathe  for  some  hours  through  the  interstices.  In  the  case  of  the  grund- 
lawine,  the  sufferers  are  usiudly  either  crushed  or  suffocated,  and  are,  at 
any  rate,  so  entangled  that  they  can  only  be  rescued  by  the  aid  of  others, 
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Such  avalanclies  falling  upon  a  'mountain-stream,  in  a  narrow  gorge, 
are  often  hollowed  out  irom  heneath  by  the  action  of  the  water,  until 
it  ha8  forced  a  passage  under  them  ;  and  they  sometimes  remain  for  the 
whole  summer,  serving  as  a  bridge,  over  which  men  and  cattle  may  pass. 

The  avalanches  have  usually  a  fixed  time  for  descending,  and  an 
habitual  channel  down  which  they  slide,  which  may  be  known  by  its 
being  worn  perfectly  smooth,  sometimes  even  appearing  polished,  and  by 
the  heap  of  debris  at  its  base.  The  peasants,  in  some  situations,  await 
with  impatience  the  fall  of  the  regular  avalanches,  as  a  symptom  of  the 
spring  having  fairly  set  in,  and  of  the  danger  being  over.  In  some  places 
the  lower  end  of  a  glacier  falls  at  long  intervals  of  years  and  displays  an 
avalanche  on  the  hugest  scale.  Those  near  Randa,  in  the  Yal  de  Be^es, 
and  on  the  side  of  Altels,  are  examples. 

Danger  arises  from  avalanches  either  by  their  falling  unexpectedly, 
while  persons  are  traversing  spots  known  to  be  exposed  to  them,  or  else 
(and  this  is  the  more  fearful  source  of  catastrophes)  when  an  unusual 
accumulation  of  snow  is  raised  by  the  wind,  or  when  the  severity  of 
the  season  causes  the  avalanche  to  desert  its  usual  bed,  and  the  whole 
mass  descends  upon  cultivated  spots,  houses,  or  even  villages.  There  are 
certain  valleys  among  the  Alps  in  which  scarcely  any  spot  is  totally 
exempt  from  the  possible  occurrence  of  such  a  calamity,  though  some  are 
naturally  more  exposed  than  others.  The  Yal  Bedretto,  in  canton 
Tessin,  the  Meyenthal,  in  canton  Uri,  and  many  others,  are  thus  dread- 
fully exposed.  To  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  accidents,  very 
large  and  massive  dykes  of  masonry,  like  the  projecting  bastions  of  a 
fortification,  are,  in  such  situations,  built  against  the  hill-side,  behind 
churches,  houses,  and  other  buildings,  with  an  angle  pointing  upwards, 
in  order  to  break  and  turn  aside  the  snow.  In  some  valleys  great  care  is 
bestowed  on  the  preservation  of  the  forests  clothing  their  sides,  as  the 
best  protection  of  the  district  below  them  from  su<m  calamities.  These 
may  truly  be  regarded  as  sacred  groves ;  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  cut 
down  timber  within  them,  under  jjain  of  a  legal  penalty.  Yet  they  not 
tmfrecjuently  show  the  inefficiency  even  of  such  protection  against  so 
fearful  an  engine  of  destruction.  Whole  forests  are  at  times  cut  over  and 
laid  prostrate  by  the  avalanche.  The  tallest  stems,  fit  to  make  masta 
for  a  first-rate  man-of-war,  are  snapped  asunder  like  a  bit  of  wax,  and  the 
barkless  and  branchless  stumps  ana  relics  of  the  forest  remain  for  years 
like  a  stubble-field  to  tell  of  what  has  happened. 

A  mournful  catalogue  of  catastrophes,  which  have  occurred  in  Swit- 
zerland, since  the  records  of  history,  from  avalanches,  might  be  made  out 
if  necessary ;  but  it  will  suffice  to  mention  one  or  two  instances. 

In  1720  an  avalanche  killed,  in  Ober-Gestelen  ( Vallais),  84  men  and  400 
head  of  cattle,  and  destroyed  120  houses.  The  same  year  40  individuals 
perished  at  Brieg,  and  23  on  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  from  a  similar  cause. 

In  1749  the  village  of  Ruaras,  in  the  Tavetsch  Thai,  was  carried 
away  by  an  avalanche ;  100  men  were  overwhelmed  by  it,  60  of  whom 
were  dug  out  alive  ;  and  several  of  the  houses,  though  removed  to  some 
distance  from  the  original  site,  were  so  little  shaken  that  persons  sleeping 
within  them  were  not  awakened. 

In  1800,  after  a  snow-storm  of  three  days'  continuance,  an  enormous 
avalanche  detached  itself  from  the  top  of  the  precipice  of  Klucas,  above 
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TFroQS,  in  the  valley  of  the  Yorder  Rhein ;  it  crossed  the  valley  and 
destroyed  a  wood  and  some  chUlets  on  the  opposite  pasture  of  Zenim ; 
recoiling,  with  the  force  it  had  acquired,  to  the  side  from  which  it  had 
come,  it  did  fresh  mischief  there,  and  so  rehounding  to  and  fro,  at  the 
fourth  rush  reached  Trons,  and  huried  many  of  its  houses  to  the  roof  in  snow. 

In  1827  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of  Biel,  in  the  Upper  Valais,  was 
crushed  heneath  a  tremendous  avalanche,  which  ran  down  a  ravine,  nearly 
two  leagues  long,  hefore  it  reached  the  village. 

One  of  the  most  remarkahle  phenomena  attending  the  avalanche  is  the 
blast  of  air  which  accompanies  it,  and  which,  like  what  is  called  the  wind 
of  a  cannon-hall,  extends  its  destructive  influence  to  a  considerable  distance 
on  each  side  of  the  actual  line  taken  by  the  falling  mass.  It  has  all  the 
effect  of  a  blast  of  gunpowder :  sometimes  forest  trees,  growing  near  the 
sides  of  the  channel  down  which  the  snow  passes,  are  uprooted  and  laid 
prostrate,  without  having  been  touched  by  it.  In  this  way  the  village 
of  Randa,  in  the  Visp-Thal,  lost  many  of  its  houses  by  the  blast  of  a  mass 
of  glacier,  which  fell  in  1720.  The  fi.  spire  of  the  convent  of  Dissentis 
was  thrown  down  by  the  gust  of  an  avalanche  which  fell  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  off. 

Travellers  visiting  the  Alps  between  the  months  of  June  and  October 
are  little  exposed  to  danger  from  avalanches,  except  immediately  after  a 
snow-storm ;  and,  when  compelled  to  start  at  such  times,  they  should  pay 
implicit  obedience  to  the  advice  of  the  guides.  It  is  a  common  saying, 
that  there  is  risk  of  avalanches  as  long  as  the  burden  of  snow  continues 
on  the  boughs  of  the  fir-trees,  and  while  the  naturally  sharp  angles  of  the 
distant  mountains  continue  to  look  rounded. 

It  is  different  with  those  who  travel  from  necessity  in  the  spring,  and 
before  the  annual  avalanches  have  fallen.  Muleteers,  carriers,  and  such 
persons,  use  great  caution  in  traversing  exposed  parts  of  the  road,  and 
with  these  they  are  well  acquainted.  They  proceed  in  parties,  in  single 
file,  at  a  little  distance  from  one  another,  in  order  that  if  the  snow  should 
sweep  one  off,  the  others  may  be  ready  to  render  assistance.  They  pro- 
ceed as  fast  as  possible,  carefully  avoiding  any  noise,  even  speaking,  and, 
it  is  said,  will  sometimes  muffle  the  mules'  bells,  lest  the  slightest  vibra- 
tion communicated  to  the  air  should  disengage  the  nicely-poised  mass  of 
snow  above  their  heads.  These  manoeuvres  are  probably  adopted  to 
astonish  travellers  merely,  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  lightest  summer 
breeze  must  produce  more  effect  than  the  loudest  voice. 

The  avalanches,  seen  and  heard  by  summer  tourists  on  the  sides  of 
Mont  Blanc  and  the  Jungfrau,  are  of  a  different  kind  from  those  descrihed 
nbove,  being  caused  only  by  the  rupture  of  a  portion  of  the  glaciers, 
which  give  way  under  the  influence  of  a  mid-day  sun,  and  of  certain 
winds,  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  when  other  avalanches,  generally 
speaking,  have  ceased  to  fall.  They  differ,  also,  in  this  respect,  that, 
for  the  most  part,  they  do  no  harm,  since  they  fall  on  uncultivable  and 
uninhabited  spots.  It  is  more  by  the  roar  which  accompanies  them, 
which,  awakening  the  echoes  of  the  Alps,  sounds  very  like  thunder, 
than  by  the  appearance  which  they  present^  which  is  simply  that  of  a 
waterfall,  that  they  realise  what  is  usuallv  expected  of  avalanches.  8tiU 
they  are  worth  seeing,  and  will  much  enhance  the  interest  of  a  visit  to 
the  Wengem  Alp,  the  Gramont  (on  the  8.  side  of  Mont  Blanc),  or  the 
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borders  of  the  Mer  de  Glaoe ;  especially  if  the  spectator  will  bear  in  mind 
the  immenBe  distance  at  which  he  is  placed  from  the  objects  which  he  sees 
and  hears,  and  will  consider  that,  at  each  roar,  whole  tons  of  aOlid  ice  are 
broken  off  from  the  parent  glacier,  and  in  tumbling  many  hundred  feet 
perhaps,  are  shattered  to  atoms  and  ground  to  powder. 

The  Snow-storms,  Tourmentes,  or  Guxen,  which  occur  on  the  Alps,  are 
much  dreaded  by  the  chamois-hunter,  the  shepherd,  and  those  most  accus* 
tomed  to  traverse  the  High  Alps  :  how  much  more  formidable  must  they 
be  to  the  inexperienced  traveller!  lliey  consist  of  furious  and  tem- 
pestuous winds,  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  whirlwind,  which  occur  on 
the  exposed  promontories,  the  summit-ridges,  and  elevated  gorges  of  the 
Alps,  either  accompanied  by  snow,  or  filling  the  air  with  that  recently 
fallen,  while  the  flakes  are  still  dry,  tossing  them  about  like  powder  or 
dust.  In  an  instant  the  atmosphere  is  filled  with  snow ;  earth,  sky, 
mountain,  abyss,  and  landmark  of  every  kind,  are  obliterated  from  view, 
as  though  a  curtain  were  let  down  on  all  sides  of  the  wanderer.  All  traces 
of  path,  or  of  the  footsteps  of  preceding  travellers,  are  at  once  effaced,  and 
the  poles  planted  to  mark  the  direction  of  the  road  are  frequently  over- 
turned. In  some  places  the  gusts  sweep  the  rock  bare  of  snow,  heaping 
it  up  in  others,  perhaps  across  the  path,  to  a  height  of  20  ft.  or  more, 
barring  all  passage,  and  driving  the  wayfarer  to  despair.  At  every 
step  he  fears  to  plunge  into  an  abyss,  or  sink  overhead  in  the  snow. 
Large  parties  of  men  and  animals  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  snow- 
wreaths  on  the  St.  Gk>thard,  where  they  sometimes  attain  a  height  of 
40  or  50  ft.  These  tempests  are  accompanied  almost  every  year  by  loss 
of  life ;  and,  though  of  less  frequent  occurrence  in  summer  than  in  winter 
and  spring,  are  one  reason  why  it  is  dangerous  for  inexperienced  travelleni 
to  attempt  to  cross  remote  and  elevated  passes  without  a  guide. 

The  guides  and  persons  residing  on  the  mountain-passes,  from  the 
appearance  of  the  sky,  and  other  weathei^signs  known  to  them,  can 
generally  foresee  the  occurrence  of  tourmentes,  and  can  tell  when  the  fall 
of  avalanches  is  to  be  apprehended. 

Hoods. — In  most  of  the  Swiss  valleys  traces  are  to  be  seen  of  terrible 
floods,  which  have  from  time  to  time  poured  down  from  the  mountains, 
and  devastated  tracts  of  land  more  or  less  large.  These  floods  usually 
occur  at  the  melting  of  the  snow  in  spring,  but  may  happen  at  any  time 
of  year  when,  either  from  excessive  rain,  or  from  the  too  rapid  melting  of 
the  snow,  or  from  a  dam  of  ice  falling  and  then  bursting,  a  mountain 
torrent  swells  beyond  its  usual  proportions,  and  carries  down  stones,  earth, 
huge  rocks,  and  trees,  sweeping  everything  before  it  till  it  reaches  the 
valley,  when  it  spreads  out,  often  covering  acres  of  fertile  land  with  rub* 
bish,  and  ruining  the  land  for  ever.  There  is  hardly  a  year  in  which  some 
part  of  Switzerland  does  not  suffer  from  this  cause.  A  flood  in  the  autumn 
of  1852  converted  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  below  Martigny  into  a  lake,  and 
covered  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  with  rubbish,  which  in  1856  remained 
untouched  and  uncultivated.  The  flood  on  the  same  day  carried  away  all 
the  bridges  but  one  in  the  valley  of  Chamouni ;  whilst,  above  Sallenches, 
the  river  left  its  bed,  and  cut  out  a  channel  30  or  40  ft.  wide,  and  6  or  8  ft. 
deep,  through  the  fertile  land  and  down  to  the  bare  rock.  Great  floods  are 
described  in  Rte.  56  and  Rte.  136.  The  upper  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Bhone  is  now  a  desert  in  consequence  of  floods,  and  traces  of  great  floods 
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xnay  be  aeen  in  tbe  valley  of  tbe  Rhine  and  in  the  vale  of  Sarnen,  and,  in 
fact,  in  nearlv  every  valley.  Those  who  have  onoe  seen  the  reoent  effects 
of  a  flood  will  soon  detect  them  oontinually,  though  the  grass  and  bushes 
in  a  few  years  conceal  the  traces  from  thcee  who  do  not  know  where  to 
look  for  them. 


{  18.  GOiTBE  AKD  CBETIKIBH. 

«  Quia  tamidam  guttur  miratur  in  Alpibus."— J119. 

It  18  a  remarkable  fact  that,  amidst  some  of  the  most  magnificent  scenery 
of  the  globe,  where  Nature  seems  to  have  put  forth  all  her  powers  in 
exciting  emotions  of  wonder  and  elevation  in  the  mind,  man  appears,  from 
a  mysterious  visitation  of  disease,  in  his  most  degraded  and  pitiable  con- 
dition. Such,  however,  is  the  fact.  It  is  in  the  grandest  and  most  beautiful 
valleys  of  the  Alps  that  the  maladies  oigoUre  and  eretmism  prevail. 

Goitre  18  a  swelling  in  the  front  of  ti^e  neck  (of  the  thyroid  sland,  or 
the  parts  adjoining),  which  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  individual, 
until,  in  some  cases,  it  attains  an  enormous  siee,  and  becomes  "  a  hideous 
wallet  of  flesh,**  to  use  the  words  of  Shakspeare,  hanging  pendulous  down 
to  the  breast.  It  is  not,  however,  attended  with  pain,  and  generallv  seems 
to  be  more  unsightly  to  the  spectator  than  inconvenient  or  hatefal  to  the 
bearer;  but  there  are  instances  in  which  its  increase  is  so  enormous 
that  tiM  individual,  unable  to  support  his- burden,  crawls  along  the  ground 
imder  it.  On  the  N.  of  the  Alps  women  appear  to  be  the  principal 
sufferers  (iom  this  complaint,  and  in  the  Valais  scarcely  a  woman  is  free 
from  it,  and  it  is  said  that  those  who  have  no  swelling  are  laughed  at  and 
called  goose-necked.  At  Dome  d'  Ossola  it  seems  more  prevalent  among 
tfie  men. 

Cretinism,  which  occurs  in  the  same  localities  as  goitre,  and  evidently 
arises  from  tiie  same  cause,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  a  more  serious  malady, 
inasmuch  as  it  affects  the  mind.  The  cretin  is  an  idiot— a  melancholy 
spectacle — a  creature  who  may  almost  be  said  to  rank  a  step  below  a 
human  being.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  his  countenance ;  his  head  is  dispro- 
portionately large ;  his  limbs  axe  stunted  or  crippled ;  he  cannot  articulate 
his  words  with  distinctness ;  and  there  is  scarcely  any  work  which  he 
is  capable  of  executing.  He  spends  his  days  basking  in  the  sun,  and  from 
its  warmth  appears  to  derive  great  gratifioaption.  When  a  stranger  appears, 
he  becomes  a  clamorous  and  importunate  beggar,  assailing  him  with  a 
ceaseless  chattering ;  and  the  traveller  is  commonly  glad  to  be  rid  of  his 
hideous  presence  at  the  expense  of  a  few  sous.  Cretins  however  are  now 
either  diminished  in  number  or  are  confined,  and  the  traveller  is  not 
pestered  by  them  as  he  used  to  be.  At  times  the  disease  has  such  an 
effect  on  the  mind  that  the  sufferer  is  unable  to  find  his  way  home  when 
within  a  few  feet  of  his  own  door. 

Various  theories  have  beoi  resorted  to,  to  account  for  goitre:  some 
have  attributed  it  to  the  use  of  water  derived  from  melting  snow ;  others, 
to  the  >  habit  of  carrying  heavy  weights  on  the  head ;  others,  i^n,  to 
filthy  habits ;  while  a  fourth  theory  derives  it  from  the  nature  of  the  soil, 
or  the  use  of  spring-water  impregnated  with  calcareous  matter. 

As  the  goitre  occurs  in  Derbyshire,  Yorkshire  (especially  at  Settle,  in  the 
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limestone  district  of  Craven),  Notts,  Somerset,  Surrey,  Hants,  Sec,  where 
no  pennanent  snow  exists,  and  no  rivers  spring  from  glaciers — also  in 
Sumatra,  and  in  parts  of  South  America,  where  snow  is  unknown — and  last, 
hut  not  least,  as  no  one  ever  drinks  snow-water,  which  is  always  dirty,  it 
is  evident  that  the  first  cause  assigned  is  not  the  true  one ;  asibr  the  second 
and  third,  they  would  equally  tend  to  produce  gottre  in  the  London  porters, 
and  in  the  inhahitants  of  the  purlieus  of  St.  Giles's.  If  the  limestone  theory 
he  true,  all  other  rocks  should  he  exempt  from  it,  which  is  not  the  case,  as 
far  as  our  experience  goes.  Goitre  is  found  only  in  certain  valleys  ;  nor, 
when  it  does  occur,  does  it  exist  throughout  the  valley.  It  appears  in  one 
spot ;  higher  up  it  is  unknown,  and  in  another  situation,  a  mile  or  two 
distant,  perhaps  it  is  again  prevalent.  A  curious  example  of  this  is  afforded 
by  the  valley  leading  up  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  Goitre  is  unknown  above 
Liddes ;  abounds  at  Verch^res,  800  ft.  lower  down ;  and  is  almost  universal 
at  Orsi^res :  had  the  disease  depended  upon  the  glader-water,  it  would,  of 
course,  be  more  prevalent  near  to  the  glaciers,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley. 

A  careful  attention  to  the  circumstances  accompanying  its  appearance 
will  show  that  it  is  connected  with  the  condition  of  tiie  atmosphere,  and 
is  found  in  low,  warm,  and  moist  situations,  at  Uie  bottom  of  valleys, 
where  a  stagnation  of  water  occurs,  and  where  the  summer  exhalations 
and  autumnal  fogs  arising  from  it  are  not  carried  off  by  a  free  circulation 
of  air ; — ^that  it  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  many  injurious  effects  produce^  by 
malaria.  It  prevails  in  places  where  the  valley  is  confined,  and  shut  in, 
as  it  were— where  a  free  draught  is  checked  by  tha  sides  being  clothed 
with  wood,  or  by  a  sudden  bend  occurring  in  its  direction — ^where,  at  the 
same  time,  the  bottom  is  subject  to  the  overflowings  of  a  river,  or  to  exten- 
sive artificial  irrigation.  The  conjecture  which  derives  the  disease  from 
breathing  an  atmosphere  of  this  kind,  not  liable  to  be  purified  by  fresh 
currisnts  of  air  to  carry  off  the  vapours,  is,  perhaps,  not  undeserving  of 
consideration  and  further  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  learned. 

Gottre  usually  occurs  about  the  age  of  puberty.  It  becomes  hereditary 
in  a  family,  but  children  bom  and  educated  on  spots  distant  from  home, 
and  in  elevated  situations,  are  often  exempt  from  it.  At  Sion,  in  the 
Valais,  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  head-quarters  of  gottre,  children 
and  even  adults  are  often  removed  to  the  mountains  from  the  low  ground 
on  the  first  symptoms  of  the  malady,  and  the  symptoms  disappear  where 
this  is  resorted  to  in  time.  Iodine  has  been  applied  with  success  as  a 
remedy  in  some  cases ;  but,  as  it  is  a  dangerous  remedy,  the  administra- 
tion of  it  must  be  resorted  to  with  the  greatest  caution. 

The  late  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who  in  1834  visited  Martigny  for  the 
purpose  of  making  observations  upon  goitres,  considered  them  to  be 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  a  due  cirenlation  of  air ;  and  he  found  the 
inhabitants  of  one  side  of  a  valley  afiSicted  by  them,  while  those  on  the 
other  were  quite  free  from  them.    (L.  S.  1845.) 
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§  19.  HEIGHTS  OF  THE  PBINCIPAL  MOmTTAIKS,  LAKES,  AKD  PASSES,  ABOVE 

THE  LEVEL  OF  THE  SEA. 

Taken  pHncipailtf  from  *  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Qiaciers,*  in  English  feet. 


MouHTAun. 


feet 

Oaurimnkar  or  DeoduDga  (Nepal)  29 ,  002 

23,910 

) 17,850 

12.205 


feet 


AooDCAgui^  (Chile) 

Mount  St.  Etias  (North  America)  1 
FioD  de  TMde(Tenenffe) . 

Gross  Glockner  (Tyrol  and  Cap 

rinthia) 12,956 

Halhacen  (Sierra  Nevada)  ..  11,664 
Marmol Ata  (I  talian  Tyrol)  (?)  U  ,  500 
Maladetta  (Pyr^ne^)       .,      (?)  1 1 ,  168 

Etna  (Sicily)     ..   10,872 

Ruska  Po jano  (Carpathians)  . .  9,912 
Schneehfitfen  (Norway)  ..  ..  8,102 
Oriifa  Jokull  (Iceland)  ..  ..  6,200 
Ben  Neris  (Scotland)        ..      ..     4,406 

Snowdon  (Wales) 3,590 

Gumui  Tuhol  (Ireland)    ..      ..     3,405 

Mont  Blanc      15,784 

Monte  Roea       15,223 

Dom  (Mischabelhomer)    ..      ..   14,935 

Lyskamm        14,889 

Weiashom         14,804 

Matterhom       14,705 

Dent  Blanche 14,322 

Mont  Combin  (GFBfTeneire)       ..   14,134 

FiDstentar  Horn        14,039 

Aleisclihorn      13,803 

Jungfrau 13,671 

MontPelvoux 13,468  j 


Schreckhom      13,394 

Bernina 13,297 

WeiaaMiea        13,249 

Aiguille  du  G^knt 13,101 

GrivoUi 13,003 

Nesthom 12,966 

Monte  Viso       12,586 

Monte  delle  Diflgrazie       ..      ..12,060 

BlttmllsAlp     12,041 

Todi  11,883 

Koche  Melon  (Mont  Cenis)       ..  11,590 

Titlis i0,«34 

BeccadiNona 10,335 

GoinerGrat      10,290 

Buet 10,206 

Torrenthom      9,876 

^ggischhom 9,657 

Sidelhom 9,457 

Cramont 9,040 

Faulhom 8,812 

Breven      8,380 

Sentis        8,223 

Niesen       7,765 

Pilatus      7,315 


Fleg^re 6,105 

Rigi 5,910 

Monte  Generoso 


5,561 

Dole 5,520 

Sal^ve 


4,541 
Weiaseostoin 4,230 


Lakes. 


Schwai-tzer  See         8,893 

DaubenSee       7,244 

SUser        6,000 

Joux 3,210 

Egeri        2,360 

Lungem ..  2,165 

Brienx       1,781 

Thun        1,755 

Samen      1,715 

Morat       1,442 

WaUenstadt      1,420 

Neuchitel 1,420 


Bienne      1,410 

Lucenie 1,406 

Zug i,4ao 

Constance 1,385 

ZCirich      1,310 

Orta 1,150 

Geneva      1,230 

Lugnno     . .      •  •     • 937 

Bourget 762 

Como        692 

Maggiore 680 
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Passes. 


feet. 

AdIerPaai        12,461 

WeiasThor       11,851 

Triftjoch 11,001 

Cold' Erin       11,408 

ColduGtont 11,146 

St.  Th^odule  Pass 10,899 

Collon       10,333 

Strahleck  ..     ..  • 9,750 

Moro         ..     9.640 

Col  de  Ferret    ....      ....     8,409 

Col  de  la  Seigne       8, 247 

St.  Bernard      8,200 

Col  du  Bonhomuie  ..     -. .      ••     8,195 

Furca        8,150 

Rawyl 7,960 

Nufenen    ..      ..     ,.      ..      ..     7,950 

Panixer 7,940 

Bomiua 7,695 

AlCula      ..      ..      ..  '  ..      ..     7,680 

Julicr        ..      ..      ....      ..     7,625 

Susten       7,560 


feeU 

ColdeBalme 7,550 

Gemini      7,540 

Grimsel 7,530 

Sanetach 7,367 

Joch 7,340 

KinzigCulm 7,280 

OberAlp 7,140 

Beraardin.. 7,010 

Spliigen 6,940 

Cenis         6,825 

StGothard      6,808 

Sarenen 6,720 

WengernAlp    •• 6,690 

Simplon 6,636 

Scfaeideck,  HasU       ....      ..  6,480 

Lnkmanter        6,340 

Maloya     ..     « 6,060 

DentdeJaman         4,855 

Bi^lnig      3,668 

Unter  Hauenstein 2,26Q 


i  ^  ] 


ABBREVIATIONS,  &o.,  EMPLOYED  IN  THE*  HANDBOOK. 


The  points  of  the  compass  (true,  not  magnetic)  are  marked  by  the  letters  N.  S.  E.  W. 

(rt,)  right,  (/.)  lefti-— applied  to  the  hanks  of  a  river.  The  right  bank  is  that 
which  lies  on  tiie  right  band  of  &  person  whose  back  is  tamed  towards  the  source,  or 
to  the  quarter  from  which  the  current  descends. 

Distances  are,  as  for  as  possible,  reduced  to  English  miles ;  when  miles  are  men« 
tioned,  they  may  be  understood  to  be  English,  and  feet  to  be  English  feet. 

Where  there  is  a  railway  the  distances  at  the  head  of  the  chapters  are  measured 
from  the  fii-st  station  or  terminus.  On  other  roads  the  distances  are  measured  from 
each  place  to  the  next  place  mentioned. 

The  names  of  Inns  precede  the  description  of  every  place  (often  in  a  parenthesis), 
because  the  first  information  needed  by  a  traveller  is  where  to  lodge,  and  the  best 
Inns  are  placed  first. 

Inns  *  ia  a  mark  of  oommeodatioii ;  B.  Bed ;  Br.  Break&st ;  D.  Dinner. 

Instead  of  designatibg  a  town  by  the  Vagu6  words  "large"  or  "small,"  the 
amount  of  the  population,  according  to  the  latest  census,  is  almost  invariably  stated, 
as  presenting  a  more  exact  scale  of  the  importance  and  size  of  the  place. 

In  order  to  avoid  repetition,  the  Routes  are  preceded  by  a  chapter  of  preliminary 
information;  and  to  facilitate  reference  to  it,  each  division  or  paragraph  is  separately 
numbered. 

Eadi  Route  is  numbered  with  Arabic  figures,  corresponding  with  the  figures  at* 
tached  to  the  Route  on  the  Map,  which  thus  serves  as  an  Ind^  to  the  Book ;  at  ttie 
same  time  that  it  presents  a  tolerably  exact  view  of  the  great  and  minor  roads  of 
Switzerhind,  and  of  the  course  of  public  conveyances. 
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LATEST  INFORMATION. 

Geneva. — Grand  Hdtel  de  la  Paix,  Qiiai  de  Mont  Blanc,  best  in  Bitnation,  the 
only  one  facing  the  Mt.  Blanc,  kept  by  the  former  landlord  of  the  Ecu ;  excellent. 

Lake  of  Lucerne. — A  magnificent  carriage-road,  the  Axenstraese,  has  been 
made  along  the  E.  shore  of  the  Uri  hay  of  the  Lake  of  Lucerne,  from  Brunnen 
to  FlUclen,  whcte  it  joins  the  St.  Gothard.  It  has  been  executed  at  the  expense 
of  the  Confederation,  for  strategic  purposes,  and  was  a  most  difficult  under- 
taking—cut or  blasted  in  the  fisice  of  precipices,  or  carried  through  tunnds  for 
a  great  pert  of  the  way.    It  skirts  the  base  of  the  Frohn  Alpstock. 

/6^(re<a.— Hotel  des  lies  Borrom^s,  excellent,  good  cuisine,  and  fair  charges. 

Milan. — Hotel  Gavour,  new,  and  very  comfortable,  on  the  Public  Gardens. 

PantarUer. — Inn:  H6tel  National  the  best,  but  far  from  good— dirty  and 
disorderly.  As  Pontarlier  lies  on  the  shortest  route  from  England  to  Switzer- 
land, it  is  a  pity  there  is  no  better  halting-place  here. 

You  may  leave  Paris  by  express  train  at  11  a.m. ;  dine  and  sleep  at  D61e 
(H.  Gen^vre) ;  start  next  morning  at  9,  and  reach  Neuch&tel  at  3  p.m. 
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SWITZERLAND. 


BOUTE  1. 

BASLE  TO  HERNE,  BY  THE  TAL  XOUTIEBS 
(MVNSTEB  THAL)  AlO)  BIENBE.   RAIL. 

Basle  or  B&le.  (Germ.  Basel,  Ital. 
Basilea.)~/nn8 :  Trois  Rois  (Three 
Eliiigs),  an  immense  building,  well 
situated  on  the  Rhine  ;  Tdte  d'Or 
and  CouTonne,  both  OTerlooking  the 
Rhine;  Cigogne  and  Cvgne,  both  in 
the  town;  Shweitzer  fu>f,  near  the 
Ont.  Rly.  Stat.;  Sauvage,  commerciaL 
Basler  Hof,  opposite  stat.  of  Baden 
Rlj.,  is  also  a  restaurant.  There  is  a 
good  cai4  adjoining  the  Trois  Rois, 
which  is  aviulable  for  persons  not 
lodging  in  the  hoteL 


Basle  is  divided  by  the  Bhine  into 
Great  Basle  on  the  1.  bank  and  latUe 
Basle  on  the  rt.  bank,  connected  by  a 
wooden  Imdge,  080  ft  long,  partly  on 
stone  piers.  Great  Basle  is  situated  on 
high,  sloping  banks,  overlooking  the 
Rhine,  which  rushes  past  in  a  full 
broad  flood  of  a  clear,  light  green ;  and 
the  view  from  it  is  bounaed  by  the  hills 
of  the  Black  Forest  on  the  one  side, 
of  the  Jura  on  the  other.  Its  ap- 
pearance is  still  that  of  an  old  Ger- 
man town,  with  high  roofs  and  large 
houses.  Great  Basle  and  Little  BaJe, 
with  a  fow  miles  of  territory,  form  the 
half-canton  called  Basle-town.  The 
town  contains   37,918   Inhab.  (9697 
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Boman  Catholics);  a  lar^  increase, 
for  which  it  is  indebted  to  its  thriving 
trade  and  manufactory  of  riban£ 
and  paper;  and  it  enjoys  consider- 
able prosperity  from  the  residence 
of  many  rich  merchants,  bankers,  and 
families  of  ancient  descent,  and  from 
its  position  in  an  angle  on  the  frontiers 
of  France,  Germany,  and  Switaerland, 
a  few  miles  below  the  spot  where  the 
Rhine  first  becomes  navigable.  Out 
of  1,400,000  cwt  of  merchandise  to 
which  the  transit-trade  of  Switserland 
amounted  in  1860,  Basle  monopolised 
296,230  cwt ;  (Geneva  only  74,153  cwt. 

A  large  proportion  of  travellers 
entering  Switzerland  pass  through 
Basle,  and  it  is  now  the  town  whence 
most  of  the  Swiss  railways  diverge. 
Though  most  travellers  rush  hurriedly 
through,  there  are  few  towns  better 
worth  a  day's  halt. 

Starting  from  the  Trois  Rois,  and 
turning  to  the  L,  we  soon  come  to 
the  bndge ;  continuing  to  the  L,  and 
ascending  a  narrow  lane,  in  which  is 
1.  the  yery  unpretending  University, 
and  rt  Uie  Muade  (see  be&w),  we  oome 
to 

The  Cathedral^  or  Munster  (Sexton 
in  a  house  opposite  the  W.  door),  on 
the  high  bank  on  the  L  of  the  Rhine, 
above  the  bridge,  distinguished  by 
its  2  spires  (about  220  ft.  high),  and 
by  the  aeep*red  colour  of  the  sandstone 
of  which  it  is  built— a  very  pictur- 
esque and  interesting  edifice,  though 
not  of  beautiful  architecture.  It  was 
begun  by  tibe  Empr.  Henry  II.  in 
1010,  and  consecrated  1019.  The 
oldest  part  of  the  existing  edifice, 
however,  is  probably  not  more  ancient 
than  the  12th  century;  and  it  was 
mostly  rebuilt  in  the  beginning  of 
the  15th  century  after  an  earth- 
quake. 

The  building  is  a  mixture  ot  the 
Romanesque  and  Pointed  stales.  The 
W.  front,  with  its  towers,  its  eques- 
trian statues  of  St.  George  and  St. 
Martin,  and  other  almost  gprotesque 
carvings,  is  picturesque  and  striking. 
The  porch  of  St.  Gallus  in  the  N.  tran- 
sept (of  the  13th  centy.)  is  decorated 
with  statues  of  Christ  and  St.  Peter, 
and  of  the  wise  and  foolish  virgins. 


The  interior  was  in  1857  restored, 
apparently  with  great  care  and  fidelity, 
and  is  vory  well  worth  a  visit.  The 
very  large  organ  at  the  W.  end  was 
built,  1858.  It  is  occasionally  played 
from  6  to  7  p.m.,  adm.  1  fr.  The  pulpit 
(1324-1486)  is  of  one  piece  of  stone, 
and  an  elaborate  piece  of  work.  The 
modem  stained-^ass  windows  frx>m 
Zurich,  St.  Gall,  and  the  stained-glass 
institution  of  Munich,  are  not  very  suc- 
cessful. There  is  a  curious  font  (1465). 
The  ohoir,  with  its  four  remark- 
able columns,  is  raised  to  make  room 
for  the  crypt.  In  the  choir  is  the 
tomb  of  the  Empress  Anne  (1281), 
and  round  the  nave,  on  the  N.  side, 
are  many  other  ancient  tombs  of 
nbble  and  royal  persons;  also  one  or 
two  quaint  stone  carvings  let  into  the 
wall,  particularly  one  of  St.  Vincent. 
Against  a  pillar  is  the  monument  of 
Erasmus.  In  the  crypt  are  man^ 
other  tombs,  mostly  of  the  aristocratic 
fiunilies  of  Basle,  and  also  the  coffins 
of  six  of  the  fiunily  of  Baden  Durlach. 
A  staircase,  leading  out  of  the  choir, 
conducts  into  a  small  apartment — 
the  Chapter-house,  or  Concilium's  8aal 
— in  wnich  some  of  the  meetings 
of  the  Council  of  Basle,  or  rather 
of  its  committees,  were  held  be* 
tween  1436  and  1444^  It  is  a  low 
room,  with  4  Gothic  windows— dis- 
tinguished not  only  in  an  historical 
point  of  view,  but  also  as  being  quite 
unaltered  since  the  day  of  the  Council, 
except  the  ceiling,  which  bas  been 
restored.  It  is  now  a  museum,  and 
contains  a  number  of  plaster  casts, 
some  pieces  of  old  furniture  said 
to  have  belonged  to  Erasmus,  and 
the  six  remaming  fresco  fragments 
of  the  original  Dance  of  l>eath, 
painted  in  1409,  in  remembrance  of 
the  plague,  which  once  adorned  the 
walls  of  the  Dominican  Church  in 
Basle,  and  a  set  of  coloured  drawings 
of  the  whole  series  of  figures.  The 
Dance  of  Death  has  been  attributed 
without  cause  to  Holbein,  since  it  ex- 
isted at  the  time  of  the  Council  of 
Basle,  at  least  50  years  before  his 
birth.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  Church 
are  very  extensive  and  picturesque 
C/ot5t«r9>-a  succession  of  quadrangles 
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and  open  halls— which,  ivith  the  space 
ihev  enclose,  senred  for  centuries  as  a 
bnnal-place,  and  are  filled  with  in- 
teresting tombs ;  among  which  are  the 
monuments  of  the  3  Reformers,  (Ek;o- 
lampadius  (Haii8sehein),Gryn8eu8,>ind 
Meyer.  The  cloisters  were  constructed 
in  the  14th  centy.,  and  extend  to  the 
rerge  of  the  hill  orerlooking  the  river. 
They  may  have  been  the  favourite 
resort  of  Erasmus.  Bemouilli,  a  native 
of  Basle,  is  buried  in  8t  Peter's  Church, 
which  contains  many  monuments  of 
its  wealthy  dtiaens.  (Eoolampadius 
first  preacned  the  Beformation  in  8t. 
Jf€Brtm'$  Chmrch. 

Behind  the  Minster  is  a  Thrace, 
called  Die  PfaU,  75  ft.  above  the  river, 
planted  with  chesnut  trees,  and  com- 
manding a  beautiful  view  over  the 
Bhine,  the  town,  and  the  Black  Forest 
hills,  among  than  the  Blauen.  Close 
to  it  is  the  Club  called  LesegeeeUsduift 
— including  a  reading-room,  where  80 
papers  are  taken  in. 

The  Minster  is  situated  in  a  square 
of  considerable  sixe — in  one  comer  of 
which,  in  a  recess,  stands  a  building 
called  **  zur  Miicke,"  in  which,  during 
the  Council  of  Basle,  the  Conclave 
met  which  elected  Felix  V.  pone. 

Returning  towards  the  bridge,  we 
we  come  to  the  New  Mueewn  {open 
Snndajrs  10-12,  Wednesdays  2-4  ;  at 
other  times  1  fir.  admittance),  a  hand- 
fiome  building,  containing  PamHngs 
and  Drawinffs  iy  the  ifomger  ffoJbein — a 

the  Passion  of  Ckrist,  in  8  compart- 
ments, full  of  life,  and  carefuUy 
finished ;  also  8  sepia  drawing  of  the 
same  subject; — a  dead  Chnst,  for- 
merly in  the  IGnster ;  Holbein's  Wife 
and  Children,  with  countenances  full 
of  grief  and  misery  (1526),  a  very  re- 
markable work,  from  its  perfect  truth 
to  nature ;  portraits  of  Erasmus,  of 
Froben  the  printer,  excellent— of  a 
MUe.  von  Oflfenborg,  inscribed  **  Lais 
Corinthiaca,"  very  good  ;  the  same 
lady  as  Venus  witn  Cupid ;  two  repre- 
sentations of  a  School,  painted  by 
Holbein  at  the  age  of  14,  and  hune  up 
as  a  sign  over  a  schoolmaster's  aoor 
in  the  town  of  Basle.  Among  the 
Drawmgn  are  Holbein's  own  portrait — 


a  work  of  ike  very  kigkeet  excellence; 
heads  of  the  family  Meyer,  sketched 
for  the  celebrated  picture  now  in  the 
Dresden  Gallery,  a  beautiful  pen 
and  ink  drawing;  original  sketch 
for  the  picture  of  the  tamily  of  Sir 
Thomas  More — the  names  of^^  the  dif- 
ferent personages  are  written  on  their 
dresses;  5  sketches  for  the  frescoes 
which  formerly  decorated  the  Rath- 
haus  in  Basle,  with  one  or  two  frag- 
ments of  the  frescoes  themselves  ; 
sketches  in  ink  for  glass  windows,  for 
the  sheaths  of  daggers,  for  the  oi^gan 
in  the  Minster ;  the  Costumes  of 
Basle  ;  83  marginal  caricatures  made 
on  a  copy  of  Erasmus'  Laus  Stultitiss, 
which  so  amused  the  author  when 
shown  to  him,  that  he  is  said  to  have 
laughed  himself  out  of  a  fit  of  illness, 
&c.  &C.  Holbein*  was  bom  at  Augs- 
bui*g  in  1489,  and  removed  about  1517 
to  Basle :  his  circumstances  were  by 
no  means  prosperous;  he  was  even 
reduced  to  work  as  a  day-labourer 
and  house-painter,  and  painted  the 
outer  walls  of  the  houses  of  the  town. 
It  is  related  of  him  that,  being  em- 
ployed to  decorate  the  shop  of  an 
apothecary,  who  was  intent  on  keeping 
the  young  artist  dose  at  his  work, 
and  being  disposed  to  repair  to  a 
neighbouring  wine-shop,  he  painted  a 
pair  of  legs  so  exactly  like  his  own, 
and  so  well  foreshortened,  on  the 
under  side  of  the  scaffi)ldin?,  that  the 
apothecary,  seated  below,  b^eved  him 
to  be  constantly  present  and  diligently 
employed.  Erasmus,  writing  from 
Basle  a  letter  of  introduction  for  the 
painter  to  one  of  his  friends,  complains 
that  **  hie  frigent  artes,"  and  the  want 
of  encouragement  drove  Holbein  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  England,  where  he 
met  with  high  patronage,  as  is  well 
known.  Yet  t&e  city  showed  its 
esteem  for  his  talents  by  granting  him 
a  salary  of  50  gulden  per  annum, 
which  was  paid  him  even  when  in 
England.  Here  are  also  some  curious 
paintings  of  an  artist  of  Beme  named 
MoHMl  (1484—1530):  portraits  of 
Luther  and  his  wife,  by  Z.  Critnaeh ; 
of  Zwingli;  also  some  good  pictures 

•See  Kugler's   *  Handbook   of  F^nUng,' 
vol.  tt.,  Oerman  SchooL 
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by  old  Dutch  masters  presented  to 
the  Museum. 

Here  also  are  deposited  some  anti- 
quities, bronzes,  fragments  of  pottery, 
coins,  &C.,  from  Augst,  the  site  of  the 
Boman  Augusta  Raturacorum,  7  miles 
from  Basle  (see  Bte.  7).  A  silken 
embroidered  banner,  given  bj  Pope 
Julius  IL  (1515)  to  the  B&lou; 
some  old  church  plate — part  of  the 
Dom-Schatz — a  silver  cup  of  open 
work  is  the  oldest  piece  (18th  cent); 
St.  Anne  with  the  Virnn  and  Child; 
and  a  relic-box  with  reuefs,  13th  cen- 
tury, deserve  notice. 

The  same  building  contains  the 
Public  Library  of  80,000  volumes  (4000 
MSS.) — among  them,  the  Acts  of  the 
Council  of  Basle,  3  vols.,  with  chains 
attached  to  the  binding,  many  verj 
important  MSS.,  of  which  there  is 
a  good  catalogue,  and  a  few  of  the 
books  of  Erasmus ;  also,  a  copy  of 
his  *  Praise  of  Folly,'  with  marginal 
illustrations  by  the  pen  of  Holbein, 
There  are  autographs  of  Luther,  Me- 
lanchthon,  Erasmus,  and  Zuinglius. 
Those  who  wish  to  see  the  library 
should  apply  early,  as  the  librarian  is 
usually  abs^it  in  the  afternoon. 

The  University  of  Basle,  in  a  poor 
buildinfi;,  nearly  opposite  to  the  Musee, 
founded  1460,  was  the  first  great  semi- 
nary for  the  advancement  of  learning 
established  in  Switzerland :  it  enjoyed 
a  hieh  reputation  under  Erasmus,  and 
numoeredamong  its  professors  in  more 
recent  times  the  names  of  Euler  and 
Bemouilli,  the  mathematicians,  who 
were  natives  of  Basle.  Schonbein,  the 
discoverer  of  gun-cotton  and  of  ozone, 
is  a  professor. 

Returning  to  the  bridge,  and  then 
keeping  along  a  new  street  to  the  1., 
we  come  to  the  Fiachmarkt,  a  small 
square  with  a  Gothic  fountain.  Tak- 
ing another  street  from  the  opposite 
comer,  we  come  to 

The  Ratlihaits,  in  the  Market-place, 
a  building  of  pleasing  Gothic  archi- 
tecture, founded  1508.  The  exterior  is 
painted  in  a  manner  which  is  perhaps 
not  in  accordance  with  the  strict 
canons  of  art,  but  produces  a  very 
picturesque  effect.  The  frieze  dis- 
plays the  emblazoned  shields  of  the 


original  cantons.  The  armorial  bear- 
ing of  canton  Basle  is  said  to  be  meant 
to  represent  the  case  of  a  cross-bow. 
Ascending  the  old  staircase  rt.  are 
some  ancient  and  almost  unaltered 
rooms  now  employed  as  offices,  and  L 
is  the  Great  Council-Boom  {Stadt- 
Bath'Saal)  ornamented  on  the  walls 
and  roof  with  humorous  reliefs  carved 
in  wood  by  Mat.  Qiger  (1609).  The 
painted  glass  of  the  windows— ooata  of 
arms  of  12  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  with 
supporters.  At  the  foot  of  tiie  stairs 
is  placed  a  statue  of  Munatius  Plancus, 
the  founder,  according  to  tradition,  of 
Basle  and  of  the  IU>man  colony  of 
Augst 

Continuing  along  the  same  street 
(Freie  Strasse)  rt.,  is  the  Post  Office, 
a  very  ancient  building,  formerly  the 
custom-house,  with  a  new  nront. 
Passing  through  it,  and  observing  the 
back,  we  see  opposite,  up  a  court- 
yard, a  picturesque  old  buildine,  the 
Schmieder  Zurtft,  or  Smith's  Hall;  and 
in  the  same  street  is  another  old  half, 
the  Gartneren  Zunft ;  and  in  the  town 
are  many  other  old  haUs  of  the  guilds 
or  Zunfts,  dating  usually  from  the 
16th  cent,  and  almost  unaltered.  The 
interiors  are  well  worth  a  visit  from 
an  antiquarian,  and  the  attendants  are 
glad  to  show  them  for  a  few  sous. 

.Not  very  fiir  off  towards  the  "W. 
part  of  the  town  is  the  Arsenal^ 
which  contains  a  limited  collec- 
tion of  ancient  armour,  of  which  the 
onl^  curiosities  are  a  suit  of  chain 
mail,  once  gilt,  with  plate  mail  be- 
neath it,  worn  by  Charles  the  Bold  at 
the  battle  of  Nancy ;  two  Burgundian 
cannon,  of  iron  bars  bound  round  with 
hoops,  and  several  suits  of  Burgundian 
and  Armagnac  armour. 

A  little  way  from  the  Arsenal  are 
some  very  ancient  com  stores,  and 
beyond  them  the  fountain  called  Spah" 
lenbnmnen^  copied  from  a  design  of 
Holbein  or  Albert  Diirer,  and  of 
elegant  workmanship.  Beyond  this  is 
the  Spalenihor,  Le.  8t,  Patdusthor  (1400), 
whicn  retains  its  advanced  work  or 
Barbican^  similar  to  those  which  for- 
merly existed  at  York,  and*  with  its 
double  portcullis  and  two  flanking 
towers,  is   particularly   picturesque. 
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The  other  gates  and  the  ramparts 
have  been  levelled.  St  EHzabetk  is  a 
modem  Gothic  church  (1863). 

English  Church  service  in  St  Martin's 
church  (1863),  but  it  is  given  up  in 
winter. 

Physician^  Dr.  Jung. 

The  terraced  Garden  of  M,  Viacher, 
an  eminent  banker,  overlooking  the 
Bhine,  is  a  very  pretty  snot 

Besides  the  Znnf(s  Stlreaay  mentioned, 
Basle  abounds  in  houses  and  other 
buildines  of  the  16th  and  17th  cen- 
turies, full  of  interest  to  the  lover  of 
antiquity  or  of  the  picturesque. 

Erasmus  resided  in  the  house  Znm 
Zuft,  and  Frobenius  printed  in  it  one 
of  the  first  Bibles.  The  building 
called  Kirschgarten  was  erected  by  the 
lather  of  the  mstinguished  African  tra- 
Teller,  Burokhardtf  who  was  bom  here. 

A  handsome  new  Hospital  has  been 
built  on  the  site  of  the  palace  of  the 
Markgraves  of  Baden. 

The  riband  manufoctory  of  M.  de 
Barri  at  St  Jacques  deserves  a  visit 

Down  to  1798  the  clocks  of  Basle 
went  an  hour  in  advance  of  those  in 
other  places  of  Europe.  This  sin- 
gular custom,  according  to  tradition, 
arose  from  a  conspiracy  to  deliver  the 
town  to  an  enemy  at  midnight  having 
been  defeated  by  the  clock  striking  1 
instead  of  12. 

The  ancient  sumptuary  laws  of 
Basle  were  singular  and  severe.  On 
Sunday  all  were  obliged  to  dress  in 
black  to  go  to  church ;  even  now  no 
carriage  may  enter  or  quit  the  town 
during  the  hours  of  morning  service. 
Females  could  not  have  weir  hair 
dressed  by  men  ;  carriages  were  not 
permitted  in  the  town  after  10  at 
night,  and  it  was  forbidden  to  place  a 
footman  behind  a  carriage.  The  offi- 
cial censors,  called  Unzichterherm,  had 
the  control  of  the  number  of  dishes 
and  wines  to  be  allowed  at  a  dinner 
party ;  and  their  authority  was  supreme 
on  all  that  related  to  the  cut  and 
quality  of  clothes.  At  one  time  they 
wagea  desperate  war  against  slashed 
doublets  and  hose. 

Since  the  Reformation,  Basle  has 
been  regarded  as  the  stronghold  of 
Methodism  in  Switzerland. 


The  spirit  of  trade,  however,  went 
hand  in  nand  with  that  of  religion — 
and  Basle  has  been  called  a  city  of 
usurers ;  5  per  cent  was  styled  a 
"Christian  usance"  (einen  Christ- 
lichen  Zins),  and  a  proclamation  of 
the  ma^strates  (1682-84)  denounced 
those  wno  lent  money  at  a  discount  of 
4  or  3J  per  cent,  as  **  selfish,  avari- 
dotts,  and  dangerous  persons  ;"  those 
who  lent  their  capital  at  a  lower  rate 
were  liable  to  have  it  confiscated,  be* 
cause,  forsooth,  such  persons,  *'by 
their  avarice,  did  irremediable  injury 
to  churches,  hospitals,  church  pro- 
perty, &c,  and  are  the  ruin  of  poor 
widows  and  orphans." 

Like  many  other  Swiss  towns,  Basle 
is  much  incCebted  to  the  liberality  of 
its  citizens,  who  continually  bestow 
magnificent  gifts  and  legacies  for  the 
public  benefit.  The  Cathedral  has 
been  restored,  and  the  Museum  built 
and  endowed  by  private  means  alone. 

Basle  was  for  many  centuries  an 
Imperial  German  town,  governed  by 
its  Dish<ips,  under  whom  it  appears  to 
have  flourished.  It  joined  the  SayIss 
confederation  in  1501 ;  and  after  severe 
struggles  its  bishops  were  expelled. 
The  government  tlien  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  aristocratic  burghers, 
whose  authority  was  destroyed  in 
1798,  partially  restored  in  1814,  and 
again  destroyed  in  1848. 

The  dissensions  which  broke  oui 
soon  after  the  Kevolution  of  1830  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Basle  and  those  of  the  country,  led  to 
a  civil  war  between  the  parties,  and  a 
bloody  contest  near  Liesthal  occa- 
sioned the  Swiss  Diet,  in  1832,  to  pass 
an  act  for  the  formal  separation  of  the 
canton  into  two  parts,  called  Basle 
Ville  and  Basle  Campagne.  Basle 
Ville,  however,  refused  to  submit,  and 
attacked  the  Campagne  with  1600 
men,  of  whom  400  were  left  on  the 
field  of  battle,  Aug.  1833.  The  diet 
then  occupied  the  whole  canton,  and 
a  final  separation  was  made.  Basle 
Campagne  consists  of  two-thirds  of  the 
territory  of  the  whole  canton,  and  has 
for  its  capital  LiesthaL 

Readin'j'room — Schweiehauser*s,kept 
by  Mr.  Ludwig,  opposite  the  Three 
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King^  where  newspapers  of  all  coun- 
tries may  be  read,  and  Guide-books, 
maps,  and  views  obtained. 

There  is  very  good  trout  and  ^Y' 
ling  fishing  in  tne  Birs,  and  also  in  the 
Wiese,  about  3  m.  from  Basle,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

i2ai/uHi^«.— Central.  A.— Express 
to  Paris  in  13  hrs.  40  min.  (Paris  time 
is  22  min.  behind  Basle  time.  Swiss 
money  is  not  taken.)  B.  Sunss  lines, 
Ba  den  terminus  for  Baden  and  SchafF- 
hausen. 

Erwirons. — About  2  m.  out  of  the 
town,  just  within  the  French  frontier, 
is  HOningeny  the  great  establishment 
for  pisciculture.  21,600,000  impreg- 
nated ege^s  were  distributed  by  its 
agencies  during  1860-2.  It  is  close  to 
the  sUt  of  St.  Louis.  At  St.  CHschona, 
conspicuously  placed  on  a  hill  about 
4  m«  from  Basle,  is  an  interesting 
missionary  establishment. 

The  salt-works  of  Schweitserhall 
are  8  m.  E.  of  the  town.  They  were 
established  by  the  Baron  von  Glenck 
of  Qotha,  who  began  a  series  of  borings 
in  1821  to  reach  Uie  bed  which  extends 
below  the  cantons  of  Argovia,  Schaff- 
hausen,  Berne,  and  eren  Vallais.  He 
was  successful  in  1 835,  and  has  a  con- 
cession of  the  beds  for  70  years  on 
paying  a  tax  of  one-tenth  or  the  raw 
produce,  and  supplying  the  canton  at 
the  rate  of  2fr.  70  c.  the  cwt  The 
total  prodnce  is  207,000  owt. 


Satle  to  Berne  hy  the  Minister  Thai. 

Post-road,  9}  posts,  =  81^  £ng.  m. 
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This  road  will  still  be  taken,  at 
least  as  far  as  Bienne,  by  those  who 
wish  to  see  the  beautiful  Val  de  Mou- 
tiers.  With  a  Yoiturier  the  journey 
to  Berne  occupies  2  days,  stopping  the 
first  night  at  one  of  the  good  inns  of 
Malleray  or  Tavanhes. 

Diligence  daily  to  Bienne. 

The  valley  of  the  Birs,  commonly 
called  the  Val  Moutiers  (Munster  Thai, 
in  Germ.),  through  which  this  excel- 
lent road  passes,  is  one  of  the  most 
romantic  in  the  Jura.  It  consists  of 
a  series  of  narrow  and  rocky  defiles, 
alternating  with  open  basins,  covered 
with  black  forests  above,  and  verdAnt 
meadows  below,  enlivened  by  villages, 
mills,  and  foi^es.  A  road  was  ori^- 
ally  carried  through  the  Val  Moutiers 
by  the  Romans,  to  keep  up  the  com- 
munication between  Aventicum  (Bte. 
45),  the  Helvetian  capital,  and  Augst 
(Rte.  7),  their  great  fortified  outpost 
on  the  Rhine.  As  long  as  it  runs 
through  Basle  Campagne,  u  e.  for  4  or 
5  m.,  It  passes  dirty  vifiages  and  mean 
houses. 

At  St,  Jacob,  i  m.  from  Basle,  in 
the  angle  between  two  roads,  a  small 
Gothic  cross  has  been  erected,  to  com- 
memorate the  battle  of  St,  Jacob  (1^44\ 

Four  miles  farther,  near  Betnach, 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Birs,  is 
another  battle-field— that  of  Dornoch 
— ^where  the  Swiss  gained  a  victory 
over  a  much  larger  Austrian  force  in 
1499,  during  the  Suabian  war.  The 
bone-house,  near  the  Capuchin  con- 
vent, is  filled  with  skulls  gathered  from 
the  field.    In  the  chnrch  of  the  village 
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MaupertuU  the  mathematiciAii  (d. 
1759)  is  buried.  A  monument,  set  up 
to  his  memory  by  bis  friend  Bemouilli, 
was  destroyea  by  the  cure  of  the  vil- 
lage, who  was  in  the  habit  of  repair- 
ing his  hearthstone  when  broken,  with 
slabs  from  the  churchyard.  It  has 
been  replaced  by  a  fi^sh  monument  at 
the  expense  of  canton  Soleure. 

Beyond  Aesch  the  road  enters 
rEvechd,  that  part  of  the  canton  Berne 
which  anciently  belonged  to  the  Prince 
Bishop  of  Basle;  the  valley  contracts, 
increasing  in  picturesque  beauty  as  you 
advance.  To  I.  a  road  by  Fasswang 
to  Ballsthal  (Rte.  2).  The  castles  of 
Angenstem  and  Ztnngm  are  passed  be- 
fore reaching 

Zauffm, — a  curious,  old,  and  dirty 
walled  village,    /nn,  Sonne. 

SoyhHre  (Germ.  Sa%'em) — a  village 
prettily  situated^  with  a  small  country 
Inn  (Croix  Blanche),  tolerably  goocL 
Here  is  the  division  of  languages: 
part  of  the  inhabitants  speak  German, 
part  French. 

The  ffoUl  de  Bellerive^  3^  hrs.  from 
Basle,  good,  moderate,  and  highly  re- 
commended as  a  good  halting-place: 
mineral  baths. 

Belkrwe, — Here  resides  M.  Qui- 
querez,  the  archaeologist  and  historian 
of  this  portion  of  Switzerland.  He 
has  discovered  a  net  of  ancient  roads 
which  connected  more  than  fiftyplaces 
where  he  has  found  Celtic  or  Roman 
remains.  Every  defile  appears  to  have 
had  its  military  station.  The  most 
extensive  camp  is  on  Mt.  Terrible, 
4  nx.  S.E.  of  Porrentruy. 

A  contracted  pass,  the  rocks  of 
which  on  the  rt.  are  surmounted  by  a 
convent,  leads  into  the  open  basin  of 

D^Umont  (Delsberg)  {fnn:  Bear). 
IDHigence  daily  to  Porrentruy  (Prun- 
trut — Fnn,  Ours),  passing  round  the 
base  of  Mount  Terrible.]  Fine  view 
of  the  Jura  and  gorges  of  Moutiers. 
The  bishop- princes  of  Basle  had  a 
palace  here.  It  is  unnecessary  to  pass 
through  D^Umont,  as  our  road  {for 
onotAer  routes  see  end  of  the  present  one) 
turns  to  the  L,  and,  continuing  by  the 
side  of  the  Birs,  enters  a  defile  higher, 
grander,  and  more  wild  than  any  that 
have  preceded  it.    This  is,  properly 


speaking,  the  eommencement  of  the 
V  al  Moutiers.  Rocky  precipices  over- 
hang the  road,  and  black  forests  of  fir 
cover  the  mountains  above.  In  the 
midst  of  it  are  the  iron  fVimaces  and 
forges  of  les  Rondes,  and,  farther  on,  of 

Courrendelm  (Germ.  Rennendorf. 
Inn:  Hirsch),  supplied  with  ore  in  the 
shape  of  small  granulated  red  masses, 
varying  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of 
a  cherry,  from  the  neighbouring  mines. 
The  rent  by  which  the  Jura  has  been 
cleft  from  top  to  bottom,  so  as  to  allow 
a  passage  for  the  Birs,  exhibits  marks 
of  some  great  convulsion,  by  which 
the  strata  of  limestone  (Jura-kalk) 
have  .been  thrown  into  a  nearly  verti- 
cal position,  and  appear  like  gigantic 
walls  on  each  side  of  the  roao.  The 
gorge  terminates  in  another  open  basin, 
in  the  midst  of  which  lies  Moutiers. 
[The  new  road  to  the  Weissenstein 
and  Soleure  branches  off  beyond  the 
gorge,  about  1  m.  before  reaching] 

Moutiers  Grandval,  or  MUnster  — 
(Thn;  Krone)  —  a  village  of  1250 
Inhab.,  named  fh)m  a  very  ancient 
Minster  of  SL  Germanus  on  the  height, 
founded  in  the  7th  century,  and  now 
fast  falling  to  ruin.  [There  is  a  good 
car-road  from  Moutiers  to  the  summit 
of  the  Weissenstein  (Rte.  31  a  distanod 
of  10  m.  (2  hrs.),  up-hill  nearly  the 
whole  way,  but  fit  for  the  cars  of  the 
country,  one  of  which,  drawn  by  2 
horses,  may  be  hired  to  go  and  return 
for  20  fr.  It  passes  Grandval  (Grossau) 
and  Giiasbrunnen.  Diligence  daily  to 
Olten  in  6^  hrs.,  passing  Giinsbrun- 
nen.] 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  basin  of 
Montiers  the  road  is  conducted  through 
another  defile,  equally  grand,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Birs  foams  and 
rushes,  overhung  by  perpendicular 
cliffo  and  funer^  firs.  To  this  suc- 
ceeds the  little  plain  of  Tavannes. 
Hence  rough  paths  lead  directly  over 
the  hills,  a  climb  of  2000  ft  (2J  to  3^ 
hrs.)  to  Reuchenette,  on  the  old  high- 
road 6  m.  from  Bienne.  They  start 
from  Court  (fnn:  Bar),  Sorvillier, 
Bevilard,  and  Malleray.  The  view 
from  the  ridge  resembles  that  from 
the  Weissenstein.  The  highest  point 
opposite  Bevilard  is  4370  ft. 


s 
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MaUeray  (Lion  d'Or,  a  good  Inn; 
capital  trout).  Convenient  sleeping^ 
places  on  this  journey  either  here  or 
3  m.  further,  at  Dachsfelden,  or 

Taoannes  (or  Dachsfelden = badger's 
field)  2523  ft.  (/niu.*  Couronne;  Croix). 
The  valley  to  the  £.  of  Court,  called 
Chaluat  (Tschaywo),  is  inhabited  by 
the  descendants  of  the  Anabaptists, 
expelled  from  Berne  in  1708-11.  They 
are  distinguished  by  their  industry  and 
simple  manners :  the  young  men  wear 
beards — they  speak  French,  f  m. 
above  Tavannes  is  the  source  of  the 
Birs;  before  reaching  it  our  road  quits 
the  valley,  mounting  up  a  steep  ascent, 
in  the  middle  of  which  it  passes  under 
the  singular  archway  in  the  solid  rock, 
called 

Pierre  PerttUs  (Pertusa  =  bored 
through).  Probably  a  natural  opening, 
enlarged  by  art.  It  existed  in  the  time 
of  the  Romans,  as  is  proved  by  an 
inscription  on  the  N.  siae: 

mUMiJN'I  AUGUS 

torvM 

VIA  fa  OTA        PER.M  — 

DY  rmi  YM  PATEB  num 
n.  via  um.  ool  hbLvbt  — 

It  stood  on  the  boundary  line  separat- 
ing the  people  of  the  Rauraci,  who 
extended  to  Bale,  from  the  Sequani. 
The  archway  is  about  40  ft  high  and 
10  or  12  thick.  The  pass  was  fortified 
by  the  Austrians  in  1813.  Here  is 
the  watershed,  2834  ft,  dividing  the 
streams  of  the  Birs  from  those  of  the 
Suze. 

Sanceboz^Trm:  Couronne,  good)— 
a  village  in  the  Yid  St  Imier  (Germ. 
Erguel),  up  which  runs  a  good  road 
to  Chaux  de  Fonds  (Rte.  50),  and  out 
of  which  another  branches  S.  to  Neu- 
chfttel  fh>m  Yillaret  The  o&i  road  to 
Bienne  passes  the  forges  of  Reuche- 
nette,  1942  ft.,  in  the  viuley  below,  and 
descends  the  valley  along  the  L  bank 
of  the  Suse,  which  forms  several 
small  cascades.  The  projecting  rock 
of  Bond  Chfttel  was  occupied  in  feu- 
dal times  by  a  for^  and  neld  by  the 
powerful  Bishops  of  Basle,  to  whom  it 
gave  the  command  of  this  pass.  The 
View  from  the  oid  road  on  the  last 


slope  of  the  Jura,  over  Bienne  and  its 
lake,  with  St  Peter's  Isle,  and  the 
district  watered  by  the  Aar,  Emine, 
and  Zihl,  backed  in  clear  weather  by 
the  snowy  range  of  the  Alps,  from 
Mont  Blanc  to  the  Jungfrau,  is  ex* 
ceedingly  beautiful,  (m  the  bare 
limestone  slope  of  the  Jura,  close  to 
the  road,  are  lying  numbers  of  granite 
boulders.    (See  §  16.) 

Bienne  (Grerman  Bief)  —  Irms  : 
*Conronne ;  H.  du  Jura ;  Croix 
Blanche.  Bienne  is  prettily  situated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  valley  of  the  Suze, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Jura,  here  mantled 
with  vines,  and  about  a  mile  from  the 
head  of  the  lake  of  Bienne  (Rte.  49). 
It  is  still  surrounded  by  its  ancient 
walls  and  watch-towers,  and  is  ap- 

5 reached  by  several  shady  avenues, 
'he  number  of  Inhab.,  chiefly  Pro- 
testants, amounts  to  6053.  The  town 
anciently  belonged  to  the  Bishop  of 
Basle,  but  the  citizens,  early  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  freedom,  formed  a 
perpetual  alliance  with  Berne  in  1352, 
for  the  defence  of  their  liberties,  in 
revenge  for  which  the  town  was  burnt 
by  their  lieee  lord.  The  Reformation 
further  weiocened  the  connection  be- 
tween the  town  and  its  ecclesiastical 
ruler,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  17  th 
century  his  authority  became  nominal. 
Bienne  is  an  industrious  town,  and 
well  situated. 

On  the  margin  of  the  lake,  at  the 
outlet  of  the  Thiele,  stands  Nydau 
(/nn.Bear). 

[Those  who  have  a  taste  for  climb- 
ing may  g^tify  it  by  ascending  from 
hence  the  Chasserai  (Qesiler),  one  of 
the  highest  moimtains  of  the  Jura, 
3616  ft  above  the  lake,  and  4936  ft 
above  the  sea,  with  the  certainty  of 
being  rewarded  with  a  magnificent 
view  (Bernese  Alps,  rt.  Mont  Blanc, 
1.  Pilatus  and  Rigi)  if  the  weather  be 
clear.  There  is  a  carriage-road  as 
far  as  the  villae;e  of  Nodz,  about  3 
hrs.;  thence  a  footpad,  about  1  hr., 
to  the  top.  Ton  may  descend  to 
NeuvUle  vi&  Nodz.] 

From  Bienne,  railway  to  Neu' 
chdtel  and  Tverdun  (Rte.  49),  thence  to 
Lauecmme  and  to  Geneva. 


Smtzerhnd, 
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Railway  to  Berne  by  Soleure  and 
Herzogenbnchsee  to  Basle. 

The  direct  Rly,  from  Bienne  to  Berne 
(4  trains  daily,  1}  to  2  hrs.)  crosses 
at  Bragg  But  the  Zihl,  which  flows 
out  of  the  Lake  of  B.,  at  (rt)  Nydau; 
Inn,  Bar.  It  next  crosses  the  Aar 
by  a  lattice-bridge  800  ft.  long,  near 
Bosswyl,  and  ascends  its  rt.  bank  to 

Lyss  Stat,    [4  m.  S.  of  this  is 

Aarbery  (Tim;  Krone),  a  town  of 
864  Inhab.  on  a  rocky  promontory, 
nearly  snrronnded  by  the  Aar,  which, 
indeed,  at  high  water,  actually  con- 
verts it  into  an  island.  The  road  en- 
ters and  quits  the  town  by  2  covered 
bridges.     View  from  the  cemetery.] 

S^Opfen  Stat. 

Miinchenbttchsee  Stat 

Zottikofen  Junct,  Stat.  Here  the  rly. 
from  Bienne  (Rte.  1)  foils  in.  A  little 
N.  of  this  lies 

ffbfwyl,  long  well  known  as  the  agri- 
cnltural  and  educational  institution  of 
the  late  M.  Fellenberp. 

The  surrounding  district  was  little 
better  than  a  bog  when  M.  Fellenberg 
settled  here  in  1799;  but  he  gradually 
brought  it  into  cultivation ;  and  an 
English  affriculturist,  who  had  been 
sent  abroad  to  investigate  the  state  of 
i^riculture  on  the  continent,  reported 
that  here  alon^  he  had  seen  really 
good  ploughing. 

The  rly.  leaves  on  rt.  the  pic- 
turesque peninsula  of  Bnge,  nearly 
surrounded  by  the  Aar.  At  Tie- 
fenau  a  lofty  bridge  of  3  arches, 
a  noble  structure,  has  been  thrown 
orer  the  river.  Nearly  opposite  the 
N.  extremity  of  the  lofty  and  pic- 
turesque promontory  called  Enge,  lies 
Rewhenhach,  which  belonged  to  Rudolph 
of  Erlach,  the  hero  of  the  battle  of  I^u« 
pen,  murdered  here,  in  his  old  age,  by 
nis  son-in-law,  Jost  von  Rudenz,  with 
the  very  sword  which  he  had  wielded  at 
that  glorious  victory.  The  assassin  was 
pursued,  as  he  fled  from  the  scene  of 
his  crime,  by  the  two  bloodhounds  of 
the  aged  warrior,  who  broke  loose  at 
their  master's  cries.  They  tracked 
the  murderer's  footsteps  of  their  own 
accord,  and  after  some  nours  returned 
with  gore-stuned  lips,  and  nothing 
more  was  heard  or  known  of  Jost  von 


Rudenz.  Rudolph  was  buried  at  the 
neighbouring  church  of  Bremgarten, 
where  a  stone  in  the  N.  wall  of  the 
(Cancel  marks  the  spot. 

[From  Del6mont  to  Tavannas,  a 
more  circuitous,  but  not  less  fine  route, 
may  be  taken,  along  the  valley  of  the 
Some,  through  Bassecourt.  tt  passes 
the  ironworks  of  Undervelier  (2  hrs. 
40  m.),  built  in  a  narrow  gorge;  then 
ascends  through  the  gorges  of  Fi- 
choux,  in  2  hrs.  to  Bellelay,  This  was 
formerly  a  convent  of  Fremonstrate 
monks,  built  in  1 136,  on  a  bleak  table- 
land (3500  ft.)  ;  now  converted  into 
an  excellent  brewery  and  a  glass  ma- 
nufactory. Cheese,  called  tHes  de 
motn«s,  are  exported.  Hence  1  hr. 
down  to  Tavannes.] 

A  bridge  of  ingenious  construction 
over  the  Aar  carries  the  rly.  on  the 
top,  and  the  carriage-road  on  a  seconA 
story,  into 

Bebne  TemuBUfi.    (Rte.  24.) 


ROUTE  3. 

BASLE  TO  SOLEURE  AND  BIE^mE,  BT 
RAILWAY. — ASCENT  07  THE  WEIS- 
8EN8TBIN. 

Eog.in. 
BMle. 

Ue8tbal 8 

LaurelflDgen 18 

Olten 23 

Hensogenbochsee  .     .    «    .    40 

Boteare 49 

Bieiine 63 

As  far  as  Aarburg  the  road  is  the 
same  as  in  Rte.  4.  Near  Aarburg, 
which  is  a  little  beyond  Olten,  the 
road  diverges  and  follows  for  some 
distance  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aar:  it 
then  ?oes  through  a  fertile  but  unin- 
teresting country  to 

Iferzogenbuchsee,  Jiaict.  Stat,  (Rail- 
way Restaurant),  a  town  oi  4500 
Inhab.  Here  our  line  leaves  the 
B  3 
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Berne  line  (Rt«.  5),  and  turns  W.; 
crossing  the  Grosse  Emme.  5  in.  to 
the  rt.,  and  in  front,  is  seen  the  hotel 
on  the  Weissenstein.  The  Aar  is 
crossed  shortly  before  reaching 

SoLBXTRE  Stat.  (Germ.  Solothnm) — 
(Tnna:  Couronne,  good  and  moderate; 
Cerf ;  La  Tour]),  1407  ft.  -the  canital 
of  the  canton,  is  prettily  situated  on 
the  Aar,  at  the  foot  of  the  Jura  range, 
and  has  5370  Inhab.  (200  Protestants). 
The  max.  discharge  of  the  Aar  is  here 
35,000  cub.  ft.  per  second.  In  the 
middle  of  the  17th  century  it  was 
surrounded  by  fortifications  of  great 
extent,  which  took  60  years  to  com- 
plete, and  consumed  vast  sums  of 
money.  In  1835  the  removal  of  these 
costly  and  useless  works  was  decreed 
by  the  Great  CouncQ  of  the  canton. 
It  is  on  the  whole  a  dull  town  with 
little  trade  and  few  manufactures, 
except  lenses  and  mathematical  in- 
struments. 

At  the  end  of  the  principal  street, 
approached  by  a  flight  of  steps,  flanked 
by  fountains  representing  Moses 
striking  the  rock,  and  Gideon  wring- 
ing the  dew  from  the  fleece,  stands 
the  Cathedral  of  St,  Ursus  (a  soldier 
of  the  Theban  legion),  a  modem 
building,  finished  1773,  by  an  Italian, 
Fesoni,  of  Ancona;  it  is  aistinguished 
by  its  size,  and  on  the  whole  hand- 
some. 

The  clock  tower  (Zeitglockenthurm), 
in  the  market-place  (a  continuation 
of  the  same  street),  is  stated  by  the 
guide-books  to  be  a  Roman  work, 
while  a  German-  inscription  upon  it 
attributes  its  foundation  to  a  period 
500  years  earlier  than  the  birth  of 
Christ;  it  mav  owe-  its  origin  to  the 
Burgundian  kings.  It  is  square  in 
form,  and  constructed  of  the  most 
solid  masonry,  rough  outside,  origi- 
nally without  window  or  other  open- 
ing, for  80  feet.  If  we  are  to  believe 
the  two  Latin  verses  on  Uie  front  of 
this  building,  Soleure  is*  the  most 
ancient  city  m  N.W.  Europe  except 
Treves: 

In  Celffs  nihil  eat  Solodoro  antiqnius,  nnis 
Exoeptis  Trevitis,  quorum  ego  dicta  loror. 


The  Arsenal  (Zeughaus),  a  gable* 
fronted  house  (cL  1580),  not  far  from 
the  Cathedral,  contains  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  curious  collection  t>f 
ancient  armour  in  Switzerland.  Here 
are  shown  numerous  standards,  taken 
by  the  Swiss  in  their  victories  over 
the  Burg^ndians  and  Austrians,  at 
Sempach,  Morat,  Nancy  ^bearine  the 

S)rtrait  of  Charles  the  Bold— wiUi  St. 
eorge  and  the  Dragon),  and  Grand- 
son. Some  of  these,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve them,  have  been  futened  to 
pieces  of  coarse  canvas;  the  yellow 
nag  with  the  Austrian  eagle  was 
brought  from  Domach.  Among  800 
suits  of  armour  are  many  French  and 
Bureundian.  There  are  a  few  suits 
of  chain  mail,  and  a  great  many  of 
commoner  sort  worn  by  Lanzknecnts. 
More  than  100  heads  are  said  to  have 
fallen  under  an  executioner*s  snord  here 
preserved.  Several  specimens  of  wall 
pieces,  or  long  swivels,  for  the  de- 
fence of  a  fortress,  are  curious.  Some 
of  the  armour  is  for  sale. 

The  Mueeum^  in  the  Waisenhaus, 
close  to  the  bridge  over  the  Aar,  con- 
tains the  finest  collection  of  Jura 
fossils  in  existence— 15,000  specimens, 
chiefly  from  q^uarries  near  Soleure, 
which  will  be  viewed  with  gi'eat  inte- 
rest by  the  geologist.  There  are 
nearly  thirty  specimens  of  fossil  turtle, 
rarely  found  elsewhere,  together  with 
teeth  and  palates  of  fish,  and  nume- 
rous fragments  of  saurians,  derived 
from  a  formation  which  is  believed  to 
correspond  with  the  Portland  stone  of 
England.  The  jaws  of  mammalia  are 
said  to  come  from  the  same  locality  (?). 
A  suite  of  specimens  of  the  rocKS  of 
the  Alps  were  collected  in  numerous 
loumeys  by  Professor  Hugi,  to  whom 
belongs  the  merit  of  forming  and 
arranging  this  cabinet 

The  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Basle 
lives  here.  The  clergy  are  numerous 
and  powerful,  both  in  the  town  and 
canton.  There  are  several  convents 
at  Soleure.  The  sisters  of  ^^.  Joseph's 
Nunnery,  outside  the  Berne  gate, 
make  artificial  flowers,  sweetmeats, 
and  other  articles,  which  they  sell  at 
the  grating.    Their  pincushions  are 
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clumsy,  and  themselves  not  very  in« 
teresting. 

Soleure  was  lon^  the  head-quarters 
for  enlisting  Swiss  recruits  in  the 
foreign  service  of  France,  Spain, 
the  JPope,  and  Naples,  in  which 
countries  a  bodj-ffuard  of  Swiss  was 
always  maintainea.  The  town  of  So- 
leure was  an  ancient  Imperial  city,  but 
had  been  lo^  allied  to  Berne,  and  in 
1481  became,  with  its  surrounding 
country,  a  Swiss  canton.  Until  1793 
the  government  of  Soleure  was  the 
^sloeest  and  the  worst  of  the  Swiss 
governments.  The  old  government 
was  partially  restored  in  1814,  but 
completely  altered  and  rendered  de- 
mocratic in  1831. 

Thaddeus  Koiciuaho,  the  Pole,  spent 
the  last  years  of  his  life  here  ;  his 
house,  where  he  died,  is  near  the 
Post-office,  No.  5,  Gurzelen-gasse. 
His  entrails  are  interred  in  the  church- 
yard of  Zuchwyl,  1  m.  E.  of  Soleure, 
under  a  monument  inscribed  **  Vis- 
cera Thaddei  Kosciusko." 

At  Bieberist,  2  m.  S.£.  of  Soleure^ 
on  the  Gross  Emmen,  is  a  large  paper 
manufEu^tory.  The  ironworlSof  Ger- 
lafingen  are  1  m.  farther. 

A&>ut  2  miles  N.E.  of  Soleure,  be- 
yond the  village  of  St  Nicholas,  lies 
the  HermUage  of  St.  Verena,  at  the 
end  of  a  pretty  valley,  hemmed  in 
by  rocks  of  gneiss  embowered  in  trees, 
and  traversed  by  a  sparkling  rivulet. 
It  is  reached  oy  paths,  originally 
formed  by  the  French  emigres,  who, 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, sought  an  asylum  here.  The 
valley  abounds  in  caves  and  ffrottoes, 
partly  natural,  partly  artificial,  and  at 
Its  further  extremity,  within  a  natural 
shelf  of  over-arching  cliff,  stands  the 
little  Chapel  of  St.  Verena ;  behind  the 
altar  a  small  cave  has  been  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  now  contains  a  representa- 
tion of  the  holy  sepulchre.  This  saint, 
apious  maiden  who  aooompanied  the 
Theban  legion,  suffered  severe  tempta- 
tion in  this  solitude,  according  to  the 
legend,  from  the  devil,  who,  on  one 
occasion,  was  on  the  point  of  carrying 
her  off,  when  she  saved  herself  by 
clinging  fast  to  the  rock,  where  the 
hole  i^tde  by  her  finger-nails  still 


remains.  On  the  way  to  the  hermitage, 
near  St.  Nicholas,  is  the  Chdteau  of 
Waldegy;  its  old-fashioned  gardens, 
laid  out  in  terraces,  are  worth  notice, 

[TAtf  Weissenstein. — The  most  inte- 
resting excursion  in  the  neighbourt 
hood  of  Soleure  is  that  to  the  summit 
of  the  Weissenstein  (3  hrs.,  8  m.) 
(Whiterock,  so  named  from  its  white 
cliffs  of  limestone),  the  mountain  im^ 
mediately  behind  the  town.  It  is 
accessible  to  charsta^banc,  by  a  road 
somewhat  steep,  passing  through  the 
villages  Lau^enaorf  and  Oberdorf, 
behind  which  it  is  carried  up  the  face 
of  the  mountains  in  a  series  of  zig- 
zags. Pedestrians  may  find  a  short 
cut,  and  reach  the  top  easily  in  2^ 
hrs.  (^uide  or  porter  5  ftr. ;  3  more 
if  he  IS  detained  for  the  night);  they 
may  visit  the  Hermitage  of  St.  Yeren^ 
in  their  way  to  or  fro. 

An  Hotel  and  Bath-house  has  been 
built  at  the  expense  of  the  town  on 
the  brow  of  the  mountain,  3950  ft., 
and  2640  above  the  Aar  at  Soleure, 
It  furnishes  about  30  beds,  and  Uie 
accommodation,  thoueh  homely,  is 
good.  Pension  6  fr.  It  is  rented  by  the 
landlord  of  the  Couronne  at  Soleure, 

The  dairy  of  the  establishment  is 
supplied  by  60  cows,  fed  on  the  pas? 
ture  on  the  summit  of  the  mountains, 
so  that  milk  and  cream  may  be  had 
here  in  perfection. 

Many  invalids  take  up  their  resi« 
dence  here  during  the  summer  months, 
on  account  of  the  fresh  air,  or  for  the 
"cure  de  petit  lait"  (goats'  whey), 
&c,  which  is  recommended  in  certain 
complaints. 

Tne  greater  portion  of  visitors, 
however,  resort  hither  merely  on  ac» 
count  of  the  view,  remaining  on  the 
summit  one  night  to  enjoy  the  sunset 
and  sunrise. 

The  Inn  of  the  Weissenstein,  and 
the  still  more  elevated  summit  of  the 
mountain,  called  Hasematte,  1^  hour's 
walk  from  the  Inn,  to  the  W.  of  it, 
command  one  of  the  finest  distant 
prospects  of  the  Alps  which  can  be 
named.  The  great  chain  of  snowy 
peaks,  &c.,  here  seen,  spread  out 
along  the  horizon,  extends  for  a  dis« 
tance  of  200  miles,  from  the  Sentis 
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on  the  E.,  to  Mont  Blanc  in  the  S.W. 
Immediately  in  front  rise  the  Jnng- 
frau,  Schreckhorn,  and  other  giants 
of  the  Bernese  chain.  In  the  fore- 
ground, amidst  a  Taried  expanse  of 
wooded  hill  and  verdant  vale,  are  the 
lakes  of  Morat,  Neuchfttel,  and  Bi- 
enne,  while  the  silrerv  Aat,  on  which 
stands  the  town  of'Soleore,  winds 
like  a  snake  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain. See  Keller's  panorama  at  the 
inn. 

Another  road,  quite  practicable  for  a 
char-^banc,  descends  tne  opposite  (N.) 
side  of  the  Weissenstein,  into  the  Yal 
Moutiers  (Bte.  1).] 

After  Soleure  the  railroad  runs  br 
the  side  of  the  Aar,  and  along  the  S. 
base  of  the  Jura.  The  inn  on  the  top 
of  the  Weissenstein  continues  long  a 
conspicuous  obiect. 

On  the  rt  he  the  Baths  of  Grange 
(^Orenchen),  a  large  building. 

Bffzingen  (Boujean),  on  the  rirer 
Suze,  has  ironworks  of  repute  be- 
longing to  M.  Bl&sch. 

Bienne  Terminui, 


ROUTE  4. 

BA8LE  TO   LUCERNE,  BT  THE  CENTRAL 
SWISS  RAILWAY. 

Eng.  m. 

LtttsOial 8 

Laufelflnfai 18 

Olten S8 

Soraee 41 

Lucerne 6S 

The  Central  Swiss  Railway  starts 
from  Basle  (stat.  near  the  iEschen 
Thor,  a  mile  from  the  bridge),  and 
traverses  the  Jura,  through  very  beau- 
tiful scenery,  to  Olten;  whence  its 
branches  diverge  to  Berne,  Lucerne, 
Ziirich,  and  Bienne.  The  works  on 
this  line  were  executed  by  the  English 
engineer  Brassey. 

The  rly.,  on  quitting  Basle,  crosses 
the  valley  of  the  Bira  on  a  lattice 
bridge  of  8  arches,  a  little  N.  of  the 
battfefield  of  St  Jacob,  where,  in 
1444,  1600  Swiss  had  the  boldness 
to  attack,  and  the  couraee  to  with- 
stand for  10  hrs.,  a  French  army  ten- 
fold more  numerous,  commanded  by* 
the  Dauphin,  afterwards  Louis  XL 
Only  10  of  the  Swiss  escaped  alive, 
the  rest  were  left  dead  on  the  field, 
along  with  thrice  their  own  number  of 
foes,  whom  they  had  slain.  This  al- 
most incredible  exploit  spread  abroad 
through  Europe  the  fame  of  Swiss 
valour;  and  Louis,  the  Dauphin, 
wisely  seeing  that  it  was  better  to 
gain  them  as  friends  than  to  oppose 
them  as  enemies,  courted  their  alli- 
ance, and  first  enrolled  them  as  a  per- 
manent body-guard  about  his  person 
— a  practice  continued  by  the  French 
monarchs  down  to  Charles  X.  The 
Swiss  themselves  refer  to  the  battle  of 
St.  Jacob  as  the  Thermopylae  of  their 
history.  The  vineyards  near  the  field 
produce  a  red  wine,  called  Schweitzer 
Blut  (Swiss  blood).  A  little  beyond 
this  place  the  men  of  Basle  were  in 
1833  drawn  into  an  ambuscade  by 
the  men  of  Liesthal  and  defeated  with 
considerable  slaughter.  The  rly.  con- 
tinues for  some  miles  along  the  flat 
land  of  the  Rhine  valley,  then  leaving 


Switzerland. 


&OUTB  4. — UESTHAL.     AABBCBa, 


13 


it,  turns  to  the  rt  up  the  valley  of 
the  little  riyer  Ergolz. 

JAesthal  Stat,  (Irma  not  good  : 
Falke;  Schlussel)  was  always  opposed 
to  its  snbjecdon  to  Basle,  and  was 
finally  separated  from  Basle  in  1633 
(see  p.  5>  It  is  a  dirty,  nninterest- 
ing  town  of  2170  Inhab.,and  since  the 
separation  has  become  the  seat  of 
government  of  Basle  Campagne,  which 
mdades  53  parishes,  with  aMut  36,000 
I^ab.  Ih  the  Ck>ancil-honse  (Bath- 
stube)  are  curious  paintings  and  sen- 
tences on  the  waDs,  and  Charles  the 
Bold's  cap  taken  at  Nancy. 

After  leaving  Liesthai  the  rly. 
fiiirly  enters  a  mountain  valley,  and 
follows  the  curves  of  the  stream.  The 
scenery  is  very  pretty;  in  the  bottom 
are  bright  green  meadows,  dotted 
with  wmte  houses;  on  the  sides  of 
the  hills  are  fir  and  beech  forests, 
and  above,  limestone  clifb  may  occa- 
sionally be  seen. 

Sissaoh  Stat,  The  Rly.  now  ascends 
the  valley  by  a  gradient  of  1  in  20, 
and  several  side  valleys  are  crossed 
on  bridges,  the  line  constantly  rising 
until  it  looks  down  upon  the  village 
of 

Bukten  Stat  (Inn:  Halb  Mond), 
beyond  which  is  a  tunnel  900  ft.  Ion?; 
I.  rise  the  picturesque  ruins  of  the 
Castle  of  Hamburg,  the  scenery  be- 
coming wilder  and  more  picturesque, 
and  the  mountains  higher. 

Laufeifingen  Stat,  Close  to  this  the 
formidable  tunnel  under  the  Unter- 
Hauenstein  is  entered.  This  tunnel 
is  2700  yards  long,  and  was  3  years 
in  progress,  and  at  one  accident  in 
1857  50  men  were  buried  alive  and 
lost.  This  pass  has  always  been  of 
great  importance  as  an  outlet  for  the 
merchandise  of  Switzerland,  and  as 
the  most  direct  line  of  communication 
from  W.  Germany  to  Italy  by  the 
St.  Gothard.  The  old  road  ascended 
to  the  head  of  the  pass  by  a  series 
of  zigzags,  descending  in  a  similar 
manner  on  the  other  side,  and  com- 
mands a  *view  of  the  great  chain  of 
the  Alps,  which  is  lost  to  the  tra- 
veller by  the  rly.  Those  who  would 
not  miss  the  view  will  quit  the  train 
at  Laufeifingen,  walk  over  the  moun- 


tain (/ttfi  at  the  summit),  and  rejoin 
the  rail  at  Olten. 

On  emerging  from  the  tunnel  we 
enter  the  pretty  valley  of  THmlach; 
men  fields  ana  white  houses  below, 
nr  woods  above,  and  limestone  rocks 
and  clifis  occasionally  protrudins; 
with  a  distant  view  of  the  Appenzeli 
mountains.  Soon  afterwards  we  open 
into  a  wider  valley,  and,  looking  over 
Olten,  in  dear  weather  the  first  view 
of  the  Bernese  Alps  is  obtained.  The 
rly.  here  makes  a  curve  of  more  than 
half  a  circle,  and,  crossing  the  river 
Aar,  reaches 

Olten  Jvcnc,  Stat.  (Inns:  H.  von  Arx, 
close  to  Stat.;  Krone),  a  town  very 
prettily  situated  in  a  valley  of  the 
Jura,  said  to  be  the  Roman  Ultimitm. 
The  old  parish  church,  converted  into 
a  wood-house  since  the  new  church 
was  built,  is  mentioned  as  early  as 
1240.  Here  are  the  ironworks  or  the 
Central  Rly.  Frequent  omnibuses 
to  Frohhwg,  a  watering-place  with 
whepr  baths.  At  Olten  the  rly.  to 
Ziinch  diverges,  and  ;>assengers  for 
Berne,  Lucerne,  or  Bienne,  change 
carriages.  The  rly.  then  goes  through 
a  pass  between  the  hills  and  makes  a 
circuit  round, 

Aarburg  Stat.  (Inns:  Bar;  Krone),  a 
neat  town  of  1500  Inhab.,  almost  en- 
tirely rebuilt  since  a  conflagration  in 
1840.  It  is  distinguished  by  its  exten- 
sive Citadel  on  the  heights  above,  con- 
structed in  1 660 ;  the  only  fortress  be- 
longing to  the  Swiss  Confederation, 
but  ot  no  use  as  a  fortification,  for, 
although  it  has  bomb-proof  casemates 
hewn  out  of  the  rock,  its  works  have 
been  allowed  to  go  to  decay.  It  serves 
as  a  military  storehouse  for  the  Swiss 
(Confederation,  and  forms  a  pictur- 
esque object  in  the  landscape,  such  as 
is  met  with  in  the  back^ound  of  old 
German  pictures.  Outside  the  town 
is  an  extensive  cotton  factory,  and  a 
suspension  wire  bridge  over  the  Aar. 
Here  the  railway  branches  off  to 
Berne  (Rte.  5)  and  to  Soleure  (Rte.  3), 
though  the  carriages  are  changed  at 
Olten. 
The   railroad    continues    along  a 

Sretty  valley,  distinguished  bjr  its  ver- 
ant  pastures,  and  its  substantial-look- 
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inghouses,  many  of  them  with  gardens, 
whose  walls  are  often  covered  with 
thin  plates  of  wood  overlapping  each 
other  like  fishes'  scales.  It  is  bor- 
dered by  a  varied  outline  of  wooded 
heights.    In  front,  the  snowy  Alps. 

Zoffingen  Stat. — Inns:  Cheval  Blanc 
(Rossli),  Ochs— a  town  with  3172  In- 
hab.  Its  Library  contains  autograph 
letters  of  Swiss  reformers,  and  draw- 
ings by  members  of  the  Swiss  Society 
of  Artists.  Near  the  Schiitsenhaus 
are  some  magnificent  lime-trees.  A 
fragment  of  the  castle  of  Beiden,  and 
a  solitary  tree  perched  on  a  rock  be- 
side it,  become  conspicuous  before 
reaching 

Reiden  Stat,  The  Parsonft?6  was 
originally  the  house  of  the  Knights 
of  Malta. 

DagmersellenStaL  Inn:  Lion,  kept 
by  A.  Biihler,  eood  and  clean. 

NeUkon  Stat,  Between  here  and  Wau- 
toyl  a  good  view,  rt.  of  the  snow  mts. 
of  the  Oberland.  The  Jungfrau  is  in 
the  centre:  the  Monch  and  Eiger  to 
its  1.,  the  Altels  to  iU  rt. 

WauwiU  Stat. 

Sursee  Stat, — (^Inns:  Soleil;  Hirsch; 
both  bad  and  dear)— an  old  walled 
town,  whose  eate-towers  still  bear  the 
double-headed  eagle  of  Austria  carved 
in  stone.  "  The  traveller  may  well  em- 
ploy a  few  moments  in  examining  the 
Rathhausj  much  dilapidated,  but  afford- 
ing a  good  specimen  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  the  German-Burgundian  style. 
The  general  outline  resembles  the 
old  Tolbooth  of  Edmburgh."— Sursee 
is  1  m.  from  the  N.  end  of  the  Lake  of 
Sempach,  which  has  no  pretensions 
to  peat  beautjr,  but  is  pleasing,  and 
highly  interesting  historically,  from 
the  Battle  of  Sempach  (1386)— the  se- 
cond of  those  great  and  surprising 
victories  by  which  Swiss  independence 
was  established.  It  was  fbugnt  on  the 
£.  shore  of  the  lake,  behind  the  little 
town  of  Sempach,  opposite  which  the 
lake  comes  mto  fiili  view  from  our 
road.  In  1805  a  portion  of  the  water 
of  the  lake  was  let  off,  in  order  to 
gain  land  along  its  banks;  thus  its 
extent  is  diminished,  its  surfoce  low- 
ered, and  its  form  somewhat  altered 
from  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the 


battle.     The  rly.  mns  alon?  its  W. 
shore.    Views  of  Pilatus  ana  Kiffi* 

Sempach  Stat,  About  2  m.  nom 
the  rly.  stat.  is  the  town  of  Sempach 
(Inns  :  Kreuts ;  Adler) ;  and  2  m. 
farther  is  a  small  chapel,  erected  to 
commemorate  the  victory,  on  the  spot 
where  Leopold  of  Austria  (son  of  the 
Duke  of  the  same  name  who  had  been 
defeated  71  years  before  at  Mor- 
garten)  lost  his  life.  The  names  of 
those  who  fell,  both  Auslrians  and 
Swiss,  were  inscribed  on  the  walla, 
which  also  bear  a  rude  Iresco  repre- 
sentation of  the  noble  devotion  of 
Arnold  of  Winhelried^ 

He  ofbattle-nuityn  chief  1 

Who,  to  recall  his  dAunted  peen, 

For  Tictory  tlMped  an  open  space. 

By  f^ath'rinjs,  with  a  wide  embrace, 

Into  bis  single  heart,  a  sheaf 

Of  fktal  Austrian  spears.— /TordSmortA. 

He  was  a  knight  of  Unterwalden, 
who,  observing  all  the  efforts  of  the 
Swiss  to  bre&  the  ranks  of  their 
enemies  foiled  by  their  long  lances, 
exclaimed,  **  Protect  my  wife  and 
childr^i,  and  I  wiU  open  a  path  to 
freedom."  He  then  rushed  forward, 
and  gathering  in  his  arms  as  many 
lances  as  he  could  g^rasp,  buried  them 
in  his  bosom.  The  confederates  were 
enabled  to  take  advantage  of  the  gap 
thus  formed  in  the  mau-clad  ranks 
of  the  foe,  before  the  Austrian  lancers 
had  time  to  extricate  their  entangled 
weapons  from  his  body.  In  order  to 
oppose  the  Swiss,  who  fought  on  foot, 
many  of  the  Austrian  nobfes  had  dis- 
mounted to  form  a  serried  phalanx; 
but  the  armour  which  rendered  them 
almost  invulnerable  on  horseback,  and 
which,  while  they  remained  united 
and  in  close  column,  had  formed  so 
impenetrable  a  barrier  to  the  attack 
of  the  Swiss,  now  that  their  ranks 
were  broken,  disabled  them  from 
coping  with  their  light-armed  and 
active  foes.  600  nobles  were  slain, 
and  more  than  2000  common  soldiers; 
while  the  entire  force  of  the  Swiss, 
who  achieved  this  victory,  is  said  not 
to  have  exceeded  1400  men.  The 
conquerors  founded  masses  for  the 
souls  of  those  who  fell,  friends  as  well 
as  foes,  and  they  are  celebrated  even 
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now  on  the  umiTemrv  of  the  Aght. 
which  18  ft  popular  festival.  Fine 
Tiew  of  the  Rigi  and  Pilatm  from 
this  part  of  the  fine. 

At  ButtiahoU,  a  village  about  3  m. 
W.  of  Nothwyl  Stat,  and  on  the  rt.  of 
the  road,  may  be  seen  a  mound,  called 
the  English  barrow^  because  it  contains 
the  bones  of  3000  Free  Companions, 
or  Gnglers,  who  had  formerly  served 
on  the  English  side  in  tne  wars 
between  England  and  France.  They 
were  engaged  by  Eiiffuerrand  de 
Coney,  son-in-law  of  Edward  HI.  of 
England,  to  conquer  the  Austrian 
dominion,  to  which  De  Coucy  had 
some  claim  through  his  mother.  The 
King  of  France  furnished  him  with 
the  requisite  money,  in  order  to  libe- 
rate France  from  tne  ravaees  of  these 
Free  Comptanions,  who,  while  pillaging 
in  the  Swiss  cantons,  were  attacked 
in  detail  and  destroyed  by  the  Swiss 
peasants  in  1376.  The  action  which 
took  place  here  was  between  the  pea- 
sants of  Entlibuch  and  a  body  of  tnese 
Free  Companions. 

The  approach  to  Lucerne  is  charm- 
ing: on  the  L  rises  the  Rigi,  in  shape 
somewhat  resembling  a  horse's  back; 
on  the  rt.  the  l^apf,  the  end  of  a  moun- 
tain chain,  stands  out  boldly;  in  front 
the  Pilattts  is  distinguished  by  its  ser- 
rated ridge.  After  crossing  the  small 
Btream  of  the  Emme,  we  reach  the 
banks  of  the  green  Beuss,  rushing  out 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne.  Lucerne  is 
surrounded  on  this  side  by  a  battle- 
mented  wall,  flanked  at  intervals  by  a 
number  of  tall  watchtowers,  descend- 
ing to  the  margin  of  the  river. 

LucEHNE.    (Boute  16.) 

Station  on  S.  side  of  the  river. 
Steamers  for  Wiiggis,  Fluellen,  &c., 
touch  at  it. 


ROUTE  h. 

BJISLB  TO  BEBNE,  BT  THE  CENTRAL 
SWISS  BAILWAT. 


LlesUuJ  .  .  . 
Laufelflngen  •  , 
Olten  «... 
Henogenbodiaee  . 
Burploif     .     .     . 


EofLin. 

8 
.     18 


40 
60 
64 


Trains  in  8}  to  5  hrs. 

The  road  as  fiur  as  Aarburg  is 
described  in  Rte.  4.  At  Aarburg,  a 
little  beyond  Olten,  the  road  leaves 
the  Lucerne  line  and  turns  to  the 
S.W.,  keeping  for  some  distance  along 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Aar ;  it  then  tra- 
verses a  fertile  but  duU  country  to 

Hertogtnbuchtee  Junct  Stat.  (Inn: 
Sonne),  a  town  of  some  4500  Inhab. 

Near  Riedtwyl  Stat,  a  verdant  valley 
is  entered,  its  slopes  covered  with 
luxuriant  wood. 

Burgdorf '  (  French  Berthoud  ).— 
(/mw;  Bear;  Bufiet  at  the  Stat), 
— a  thriving  town  (3600  Inhab.) 
of  large  arcaded  houses,  and  opulent 
public  institutioDs  pleasantly  situated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  fertile  Emmen- 
thal  (Rte.  22).  In  the  old  casUe  here 
Pestalozzi  first  established  his  school. 
Views  of  the  Jungfrau,  group  of  snow 
mts.  from  the  ch.,  and  a  much  more 
extensive  one  from  the  Lueg,  2  hrs. 
walk. 

Ifmdelbank  Stat, 

In  the  church  of  Hinddbank  are 
many  monuments  to  the  noble  fiimily 
of  Jkrlach^  and  also  the  celebrated 
Monument  of  Madame  Langhans,  wife 
of  the  clergyman,  who  died  in  child- 
birth. It  IS  by  a  sculptor  named 
Nahl,  and  represents  her  with  her 
child  in  her  arms,  bursting  through 
the  tomb  at  the  sound  of  the  last 
trumpet.  Its  merit,  as  a  work  of  art, 
has  been  much  exaggerated.  The  epi- 
taph was  written  by  Haller.  This  tomb 
is  formed  of  sandstone,  and  is  let  into 
the  pavement  of  the  church. 

BeyondJSoUikofenJunct.Stat.  is  Ruete, 
rt.,  an  agricultural  institution. 

At  Wyler  Feld  (a  fine  view  1.  of  the 
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Bernese  Alps)  the  rly,  from  Thnn 
(Rte.  25)  falla  in. 

The  Castfe  of  Reichenbach  on  the 
neighbouring  height  belongs  to  the 
Erlaoh  family. 

The  Aar  is  crossed  W  a  loft^ 
bridge^  haying  a  passage  wr  the  rail 
above,  and  the  carria^-road  below, 
leading  to 

Berne.*  Stat.  (Bte.  24). 


ROUTE  6. 

BASLE  TO  ZihUCH— RAILWAY. 

Eng.iD. 
Basle. 

Llesthal 8 

Laufelflngen    .....  IS 

Olten 23 

Aarau 31 

Bragg 41 

Turgi  Junotton      ....  44 

Baden 47 

Zurich 62 

About  4  hrs.  Take  the  L  side  of 
the  carriage  np  to  Bnigg ;  the  rt. 
after. 

The  road  as  fiitr  as  Olten  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  4.  At  the  OUen  junction 
the  Ziirich  branch  turns  E.,  keeping 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aar,  to 

Aarau — Irms:  Wilder  Mann  (Sau- 
vage),  comfortable  ;  Lowe  ;  Krone ; 
•Rossli — the  chief  town  of  the  canton 
Argone,  which  was  first  included  in 
the  Confederation  in  1803,  haying  pre- 
yiously  formed  a  subject  province  of 
canton  Berne,  contains  4500  Inhab., 
and  is  situated  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Aar:  Simond  called  it,  in  1817,  **an 
odious  little  place;**  but  it  has  much  im- 
proved and  increased  since  then.  It 
ties  at  the  S.  base  of  the  Jura,  here 
partly  covered  with  vineyards.  There 
are  many  extensive  cotton-mills  here. 

The  RathhauB^  in  which  the  can- 
tonal councils  are  held,  has  been  re- 
built. In  the  parish  church  Pro- 
testant and  Catholic  services  are  per- 
formed alternately. 

Henry  Zschokke,  the  historian  and 
novel-writer,  resided  here  until  his 
death,  1848,  in  a  pretty  villa  on  a  hill 


on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Aar.  When  the 
armies  of  the  French  Revolution  took 
.sskon  of  Switzerland  in  1789,  and 

itroyed  its  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment, Aaran  was  made  for  a  short 
time  capital  of  the  Helvetian  Re- 
public 

There  are  several  castles  visible  from 
the  rly.,  the  most  conspicuous  of  which 
is  that  of  Wildeggy  the  residence  of 
Ool.  d*Effinger. 

SchwtsMeh  Stat,  1}  m.  from  the 
Baths  of  Sehinttnadi,  also  called  Habs- 
burger  Bad,  the  most  frequented 
watering-plaee  in  Switzerland.  The 
principu  buildines  are  the  Hotel 
(Grosser  Gasthof )  and  Bath-house,  in 
a  semicircular  form.  500  persons  fre- 
quently sit  down  to  dinner  together 
in  the  season  at  the  table-d*h6te. 
There  are  160  rooms  and  160  baths, 
all  exactly  alike,  lined  with  Dutch 
tiles.  lil!uch  attention  is  paid  to  the 
wlints  of  the  poor.  There  is  accom- 
modation for  90  persons  both  in  baths 
and  beds,  and  they  are  provided  with 
these,  as  well  as  with  medical  atten- 
dance, free  of  all  expense.  There 
are  funds,  likewise,  for  their  mainte- 
nance, which  are  increased  by  a  poor- 
box  carried  round  every  Sunday  by  a 
lady  and  gentleman  at  the  table-d'hote. 
There  are  two  resident  physicians. 
The  water  is  eo""  Fahr.;  it  tastes 
strong  of  sulphur,  Epsom  and  Glauber 
salts,  D^  no  means  a  palatable  draught. 
The  visitors  are  chiefly  French — very 
few  English;  hence,  though  provisions 
are  dear  in  this  country,  the  table- 
d'hdte  costs  only  3  fr.**— L.  Fm.  The 
waters  are  efficacious  in  cutaneous 
disorders,  in  rheumatism  and  gout, 
and  for  wounds.  Schintznach  owes 
little  to  nature  except  its  waters. 
Some  pretty  walks  have  been  made 
near  the  houses,  and  winding  paths, 
under  the  shade  of  trees,  lead  up  the 
hill  to  Habsburg. 

Among  the  many  excursions  in  the 
neighbourhood  may  be  mentioned  the 
ascent  of  the  Gisli-Fluh,  over  which 
there  is  a  pleasant  walk  to  Aarau. 

Brugg,  or  Bruck — Inn:  Das  Rossli. 
Rly.  to  Waldshut  (Rte.  7)  in  pro- 
gress. An  ancient  possession  or  the 
House  of  Habsburg,  containing  800 
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Inhab.  The  exit  aad  entrance  to 
it  are  guarded  by  high  conical  roofed 
towers.  The  Sdwarze  Thiurm  (Black 
tower)  18  a  Roman  building  of  the  ajpe  of 
the  liower  Empire.  Bragg  is  the  birth- 
place of  ^nunerman,  physician  of 
fVederick  the  Great,  who  wrote  on 
Solitnde. 

The  country  aroond  Bms^  is  in- 
teresting, boih  in  a  geographical  and 
historical  point  of  view.  In  the  plain, 
a  little  below  the  town,  three  of  the 
principal  rivers  of  Switzerland  which 
drain  the  N.  slopes  of  the  Alps,  from 
the  Orisons  to  the  Jura,  the  Limmat, 
the  Beuss,  and  the  Aar,  form  a  junc- 
tion, and,  united  under  the  name  of 
the  Aar,  throw  themselres  into  the 
Bhine  about  10  m.  below  Bragg,  at  a 
place  called  Cobiens. 

Close  npon  this  meeting  of  the  wa- 
ters, and  on  the  triangular  tongue  of 
land  between  the  Aar  and  Beuss, 
stood  VvidoMssot  the  most  important 
settlement  of  the  Romans  in  H^lTetia, 
as  well  as  their  stron^jest  fortress  on 
this  frontier,  on  which  they  placed 
their  chief  dependence  for  maintain- 
ing  this  portion  of  their  empire.  Its 
works  extended  12  m.  from  N.  to  S. 
Tet  scarcely  any  portion  of  it  now 
appears  above  ground;  traces  of  an 
amphitheatre,  a  subterranean  aque- 
duct, which  conveyed  water  from 
Braunm4)erg,  3  m.  off;  foundations 
of  waUa,  brol^n  pottery,  inscriptions, 
and  coins,  have  been  turned  up  oy  the 
spade  from  time  to  time,  and  its  name 
is  preserved  in  that  of  the  miserable 
little  village  of  Wmdisoh. 

**  Within  the  ancient  walls  of  V in- 
donissa,  the  castle  of  Habsburg,  the 
abbey  of  Konigsfeld,  and  the  town  of 
BrucK  have  successively  arisen.  The 
philosophic  traveller  may  compare  the 
monuments  of  Roman  conquests,  of 
feudal  or  Austrian  tyranny,  of  monk- 
ish superstition,  and  of  industrious 
freedom.  K  he  be  truly  a  philosopher, 
he  will  applaud  the  merit  and  nap- 
piness  of  his  own  tiihe." — (rt'Mon. 

1|  m.  £.  of  Brugg  stands  the  JUbbey 
ofKOnigsfelden,  (King's  field),  founded, 
1310,  by  the  Empress  Elizabeth,  and 
Agnes  Queen  or  Hungary,  on  the 
spot  where,  two  years  before,  their 


husband  and  ikther,  the  Emperor 
Albert,  was  assassinated.  The  con- 
vent, a  group  of  gloomy  piles,  was  sup- 
pressea  in  1528;  part  of  it  is  now  con- 
verted into  a  farm-house,  an  hospital, 
and  a  mad-house ;  the  rest  is  falling  to 
decay.  The  dilapidated  Church  con- 
tains some  yery  fine  painted  glass,  and 
numerous  pavement  tombs,  with  sculp- 
tured coats  of  arms  of  a  long  train  of 
nobles  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Sem- 
pach.  The  large  vaults  beneath  were 
the  burial-place  of  many  members  of 
the  Austrian  fSunily,  including  Agnes, 
and  Leopold,  who  fell  at  Sempach,  but 
they  were  removed  hence  into  the  Aus- 
trian dominions  in  1770.  According  to 
tradition  the  high  altar  stands  on  the 
spot  where  Albert  feU.  He  was  about 
to  invade  Switzerland  with  his  arm^, 
had  crossed  the  ferry  of  the  Beuss  m 
a  small  boat,  leaving  his  suite  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  attended  only  by 
the  four  conspirators.  The  chief  of 
them,  John  of  Suabia,  his  nephew — 
who  had  been  instigated  to  slay  him 
by  the  wrone  he  endured  in  oeing 
kept  out  of  his  paternal  inheritance  . 
by  his  uncle — ^first  struck  him  in  the 
throat  with  his  lance.  Balm  ran  him 
through  with  his  sword,  and  Walter 
von  Essenbach  cleft  his  skull  with  a 
felling-stroke.  Wart,  the  fourth,  took 
no  share  in  the  murder.  Although 
the  deed  was  so  openly  done,  in  brc«d 
day,  almost  under  the  walls  of  the 
Imperial  Castle  of  Habsburg,  and  in 
sight  of  a  large  retinue  of  armed  at- 
tendants, the  murderers  were  able  to 
escape  in  different  directions ;  and  the 
imperial  retainers  took  to  flight,  leav^ 
ing  their  dying  master  to  breathe  hitf 
last  in  the  arms  of  a  poor  peasant  who 
happened  to  pass. 

A  peMmnt-ffirl  thftt  royal  head  npon  het 
boaom  laid. 

And,  ■hrinkinfi;  not  for  woman's  dread,  the 
tkee  of  death  sunrev'd : 

Alone  the  Mtte.  From  hill  and  wood  low 
•unk  the  monmfal  ran ; 

Fast  gashed  the  fount  of  noble  blood.  Trea- 
son his  worst  had  done. 

With  her  long  hair  she  vainly  presrod  the 
wounds  to  stauneh  their  tide ; 

Unknown,  on  that  meek,  humble  breast,  im- 
perial Albert  died.—if re  Hemmt. 

A  direful  vengeance  was  wreaked 
by    the   children    of  the    murdered 
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momurcb;  not,  however,  upon  the 
murderers— for,  with  the  exception  of 
Wart,  the  only  one  who  did  not  raise 
his  hand  against  him,  they  all  escaped 
— ^but  upon  their  families,  relations, 
and  Mends ;  and  1000  victims  are  be- 
lieved to  have  expiated,  with  their 
lives,  a  crime  of  which  they  were  to- 
tally innocent.  Queen  Agnes  erati- 
£ed  her  spirit  of  vengeance  with  the 
sight  of  these  horrid  executions,  ex- 
claiming, while  63  unfortunate  men 
were  butchered  before  her,  "Now  I 
bathe  in  May-dew  I*'  She  ended  her 
d&ys  in  the  convent  of  Konigsfelden, 
which  she  had  founded  and  endowed 
with  the  confiscated  property  of  those 
whom  she  had  slaughtered.  Penance, 

Erayer,  and  almsgiving  could  avail 
ut  little  to  stifle  the  aualms  of  a 
guilty  conscience  for  the  bloody  deeds 
which  she  had  committed;  and  it  is 
recorded  that  a  holy  hermit^  to  whom 
she  had  applied  for  absolution,  replied 
to  her,  "Woman!  God  is  not  to  be 
served  with  bloody  hands,  nor  by  the 
slaughter  of  innocent  persons,  nor  by 
^  convents  built  with  the  plunder  of 
'  orphans  and  widows,  but  by  mercy 
and  forgiveness  of  injuries."  The 
building  in  which  she  passed  50  years 
of  her  Ufe  was  destroyed ;  that  which 
is  shown  as  her  cell  is  not  so  in 
reality.  There  was  a  grove  of  oaks 
on  the  spot  at  the  time  the  murder 
was  committed.  The  tree  under 
which  Albert  fell  was  converted  into 
a  chest  to  hold  Agnes'  jewels,  and  is 
still  preserved. 

About  2  m.from  Brugg,  on  a  wooded 
height  called  Wulpelsberg,  stand  the 
remains  of  the  Castle  of  ffabsburg,  or 
Habichtsburg  (Hawk's  Castle),  the 
cradle  of  the  House  of  Austria,  built 
by  Count  Badbod  of  Altenbur^,  1020, 
an  ancestor  of  the  family.  A  mere 
fragment  of  the  original  building  now 
exists.  The  tall,  square  keep  of 
rough  stones  has  walls  8  ft  thick ; 
and  beneath  it  a  dungeon,  to  be  en- 
tered only  by  a  trap-cbor  in  the  floor 
above.  The  view  from  it  is  pictu- 
resque and  interesting;  the  eye  ranges 
along  the  course  of  the  three  rivers, 
over  the  site  of  the  Roman  Vindonissa 
and  Konigsfelden,  the  sepulchre  of 


imperial  Albert:  on  the  S.  rises  the 
rumed  castle  of  Braune»,  which  be- 
longed to  the  sons  of  the  tyrmnt 
Gessler;  and  below  it  Birr,  where 
PestalosQ,  the  teacher,  died,  and  is 
buried.  It  takes  in  at  a  single  glance 
the  whole  Swiss  patrimony  of  the 
Habsburgs — ^an  estate  fiir  more  limited 
than  that  of  many  a  British  peer — 
from  which  Budolph  was  called  to 
wield  the  sceptre  of  Charlema^;ne. 
The  House  of  Austria  were  deprived 
of  their  Swiss  territories  by  papal  ban, 
150  ^ears  after  Budolph's  elevation: 
but  It  is  believed  that  the  ruin  has 
again  become  the  property  of  the 
Austrian  Emperor  by  purchase. 

On  quitting  Brugg,  the  rly.  leaves 
the  Aar.  It  traverses  Oderdorf  (near 
which  are  scanty  remains  of  a  Boman 
amphitheatre),  and  crosses  the  river 
Beuss  to  the 

Titnfi  Junction  Stat,,  where  the  branch 
from  Waldshut  (Bte.  7)  joins  the  main 
line  from  Olten  to  Ziirich.  (A  large 
cotton  manu&cture  here.)  Since  this 
line  was  opened,  travellers  from  Han- 
heim  or  Heidelbere  may  reach  Ziirich 
by  the  express  train  in  9  hrs.,  without 
cnanging  carriages  from  Klein  Basel. 

From  hence  the  rly.  keeps  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Limmat  to 

Baden  Stat,  (Iwn:  Waage  (Balances), 
the  best  hotels  are  across  the  water 
at  the  baths,  more  than  ^  mile  from 
the  town). — This  ancient  walled  tovm^ 
of  1800  Inhab.,  is  squeezed  within  a 
narrow  defile  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Limmat,  here  crossed  by  a  wooden 
bridee.  The  ruins  of  the  Castle  over- 
look It  from  a  rocky  eminence,  now  tun- 
nelled through  by  the  Zurich  Railway, 
well  worth  ascending  for  the  singular 
view.  It  was  anciently  the  residence 
and    stronghold    of    the    Austrian 

Srinoes.  Here  were  planned  the  expe- 
ittons  against  the  Swiss,  which  were 
frustrated  at  Morgarten  and  Sempach. 
At  length  when  the  Pope,  in  1415, 
excommunicated  the  Archduke  Fre- 
derick, the  Swiss  took  it  and  burnt  it. 
In  the  Rathham  of  Baden  the  pre- 
liminaries preceding  the  treaty  of 
peace  which  terminated  the  war  of 
the  Spanish  Succession,  were  arranged 
by  Prince  Bugene  on  the   part  of 


Switzerland, 
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Austrjft,  and  by  Marshal  Yillars  for 
France,  in  1712. 

Baden  im  Argao,  like  its  namesakes 
in  Baden  and  Austria,  was  frequented 
on  account  of  its  mineral  waters  by 
the  Romans,  who  called  it  ThermoB  HeU 
veticcB.  It  was  sacked  and  destroyed 
by  Csecina.  Tacitus  mentions  it  as 
**  in  modum  mnnicipii  extructns  locus, 
amceno  salubrium  aquarum  usu  fre- 
quens." — Hist.  i.  67. 

The  Baths  {Inns:  Stadtho^  best ; 
Xiimmathof ;  Schiff),  on  the  borders 
of  the  Limmat,  i  mile  below  or  N. 
of  the  town,  are  resorted  to  between 
June  and  Sept  by  numerous  visitors, 
15,000  in  1861,  chiefly  French  and 
Swiss.  The  waters  are  warm  and  sul- 
phureous, having  a  temperature  of 
118^  Falu*.  There  are  1 9  springs  and 
a  copious  outflow,  and  are  good  for 
rheumatism,  &c. 

The  Swiss  Baden,  though  not  equal 
in  beauty  to  its  namesakes  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  has  considerable 
attractions  in  tne  country  around  it. 
The  rocky  heights  on  each  side  of  the 
river — ^the  one  surmounted  by  the 
ruined  castle,  the  other  partly  covered 
by  vineyards — form  a  portal  through 
which  the  Limmi^pours.  Before  this 
gorge  was  formJo;  Baden  and  the 
country  above  it  must  have  been  a 
yastlake. 

Afreoable  walks  are  made  for  in- 
yalicb  by  the  side  of  the  Limmat,  and 
many  pleasant  excursions  may  be 
made  m  the  country  around — the 
most  interesting  beine  that  described 
above,  to  Schintznach  (8  miles),  by 
Windisch,  Konigsfelden,  and  Habs- 
burg. 

Roman  relics  are  constantly  dis- 
covered in  this  district.  Gambling 
must  have  been  a  prevailing  vice 
among  the  visitors  to  the  baths,  and 
the  Roman  Legions  stationed  here, 
if  it  is  true  that  a  neighbouring  field 
has  obtained  the  name  of  Dice  Meadow 
rWurfel  Wiese),  from  the  quantity  of 
oice  dug  up  in  it. 

The  Sailroad  passes  by  a  tunnel  800 
feet  long,  under  the  Stein  or  Castle 
hill,  and  runs  along  the  1.  bank  of  the 
lammat.  It  passes  CBstadten  Stat. 
and  Sohlieren  Stat.    The  Cistercian 


ooiweni  of  WetHngenyB.  vast  building 
with  many  courts,  gardens,  &c.,  sur- 
rounded by  a  wall,  is  situated  in  an 
angle  formed  by  a  bend  of  the  river 
on  its  rt.  bank.  It  was  suppressed  by 
the  council  of  the  canton  (Aarau), 
1841,  and  is  now  a  seminary.  Its 
chwchf  founded  in  1227,  contains  tombs 
of  some  early  counts  of  Habsburff  and 
Kyburg,  the  stone  coffin  in  which  the 
body  of  the  Emperor  Albert  was  in- 
terred for  14  months  after  his  murder, 
painted  glass,  carved  stalls,  &c.  The 
railway  makes  a  great  bend  here. 

Dielikon,  The  stately  building  I. 
on  the  heiffht  surrounded  by  vme- 
yards  is  a  Kelterhaus  (wine-press)  of 
the  convent  of  Wettingen.  I^ear  this 
village  the  French,  under  Massena, 
crossed  the  river,  Sept  24,  1799— a 
masterly  movement,  wnich  led  to  the 
defeat  of  the  Russians  and  the  capture 
of  Ziirich. 

The  landscape  becomes  veir  ani- 
mated in  the  neighbourhood  of  Zflrich. 
The  distant  Alps  on  the  rt  and  the 
long  ridge  of  tne  Albis,  terminating 
towards  Ztirich  in  the  Uetliberg, 
erowned  with  its  Irm,  are  conspicuous 
objects.    The  Sihl  river  is  crossed. 

Z6BICH.  In  Rte.  9.  Station,  on  the 
former  Schtttzenplats. 


ROUTE  7. 

BASLE  TO  SOHAFFHAUSEN  AND  CON- 
fflANGE,  B7  WALDSHUI. — ^RAIU 

Eng.  m. 
Bade. 

Rbelnfelden 10 

SiickingeQ 20 

Lauffenburg 26 

Waldshat 86 

SchaffhMuea 64 

Terminut  at  the  Baden  Stat.,  in 
Klein  Basel  This  is  the  shortest 
way  from  Frankfurt  to  Ziirich. 

This  railway  runs  on  the  rt.  or 
Baden  side  of  the  Rhine,  in  continua- 
tion of  the  Baden  Railway,  and  was 
extended  1863  to  Schaffhausen  and 
Constance. 
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L  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rhine, 
a  fittle  before  Rheinfelden,  is 

Attgstj  which  stands  on  each  side 
of  the  small  river  Ergolz,  on  the  site 
of  the  Roman  city  Augusta  Eauraoorwn^ 
founded  by  Munatius  Hancns,  in  the 
reign  of  Angostus.  Its  existence  on 
this  spot  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
quantity  of  Roman  remains  that  have 
been,  and  still  are,  discovered,  wher- 
ever the  ground  is  turned  up.  There 
are  indications  of  an  ampnitheatre, 
now  converted  into  pleasure  grounds; 
but  the  remains  of  buildings  are  very 
slight  The  relics  which  have  been 
foimd  are  curious,  though  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  ground  has  arranged 
them  in  the  style  of  a  tea-G;araen. 
There  are  several  columns,  inscrip- 
tions, tombs,  and  fragments  of  statues, 
all  of  the  Lower  Empire;  but  which 
the  antiquary  would  do  well  to  ex- 
amine, as  they  are  inedited.] 

Grenzach  BtaU  Excellent  wine 
grown  here.  The  Une  approaches  the 
Khine,  breaking  and  foaming  over 
rocks  near 

BhemfeldenStat,  (Inn:  Krone,  Post, 
saltwater  baths),  atown  of  1500  Dihab., 
surrounded  by  walls  and  closed  at 
either  end  by  gates  in  the  true  Swiss 
fashion.  It  stands  on  the  L  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  here  crossed  by  a  covered 
wooden  bridge,  above  and  below  which 
the  rocks  in  the  river  bed  form  con- 
siderable rapids  and  falls.  The  town 
is  partly  buut  of  fragments  of  Roman 
masonry  brought  from  the  ruins  of 
Augst.  Opposite  the  inn  is  a  hand- 
some fountain,  a  pUlar  of  bronze,  sup- 
porting a  standardbearer  with  the 
arms  of  the  town.  Duke  Bernard  of 
Saxe  Weimar  gained  a  battle  here  in 
the  Thirty  Years*  War  (1638)  in  which 
the  Due  de  Rohan  perished. 

The  success  of  Baron  v.  Glenck  at 
Schweitzerhall  (Rte.  1)  induced  se- 
veral companies  to  follow  his  example 
in  boring  for  salt.  Brine  was  reached 
in  1845  at  Rheinfelden  at  a  depth  of 
351  ft.,  and  below  it  was  a  bed  of 
rock  salt  80  feet  thick.  At  Ryburg, 
4  m.  to  the  E.,  the  salt  is  first  reached 
500  ft.  below  the  surface.  At  both 
places  the  brine  that  is  pumped  up 
IS  almost  saturated,  containing  26  per 


cent,  of  salt.  Their  joint  produce  is 
124,000  cwt.  The  companies  are 
bound  by  similar  conditions  to  those 
described  in  Rte.  1. 

Sachtngen  Stat,  has  a  fine  Abb^y  Cfu 
with  2  towers. 

KMn  Lauffenbttrg  Stat,  connected 
by  a  wooden  bridge  with 

Lauffenburg  (Iim :  Adler  (Aigle), 
clean,  rather  dear),  a  town  of  9(H) 
Inhab.  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
The  river  flows  in  a  deep-sunk  chan- 
nel, me^ed  with  rocks  which  fret  its 
bright ^ue-green  waters;  it  is  here 
interrupted  by  more  rapids  and  folks, 
in  German  called  Lavffen,  whence  the 
name  of  the  place.  Small  boats  can 
only  pass  them  by  unloading  their 
cargoes  above,  ana  bein?  let  down 
graduallr  by  stout  ropes,  held  by  men 
stationed  on  the  bank.  It  was  in 
descending  these  rapids  in  this  man- 
ner that  a  young  English  nobleman. 
Lord  Montague,  the  last  male  of  his 
line,  was  drowned — on  the  same  day 
that  his  fomily  mansion,  Cowdray,  in 
Sussex,  was  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  accident  is  commonly,  but  erro- 
neously, referred  to  the  Rhine  foil  at 
Schaffhausen. 

The  Fall  is  not  sMn  from  the  stat 

Waldahut  Jund.  SlS,  (Inns :  Rebstock 
(Vine),  clean  and  reasonable;  Ba- 
discher  Hof);  a  walled  town  of  1000 
Lihab,,  on  the  skirts  of  the  Black 
Forest.  [The  Swiss  Junct.  Rly. 
crosses  the  Rhine  and  ascends  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Aar  to 

Turgi' Junct,  Stat,,  near  a  small  vil- 
lage called  Coblenz  (Confluentia). 
the  Rhine  is  here  joined  by  the 
Aar.] 

The  Schaffhausen  railway  leaves 
the  Rhine  and  proceeds  along  a 
tolerably  level  but  duU  and  un- 
interesting country,  enlivened  only  by 
occasional  distant  views  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

Thiengen  Stat. 

At  Erzingen  Stat,  the  Baden  terri- 
tory is  quitted,  and  soon  afterwards 
canton  Schaffhausen  is  entered. 

Neuhausen  Stat,  (on  the  rt.  bank) 
— Inns :  Schweiser  Hof,  very  good  ; 
pleasant  gardens  extending  to  the 
Rhine;  the  obliging  landlord  has  ac- 


SwUzerhnd, 
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quired  the  ezdusiTe  right  of  fishing: 
pension,  40  fr.  a  week,  150  fr.  a  montL 
Bellerue,  H.  and  pension,  new,  very 
good,  [/mu  on  the  L  bank,  oppo- 
site Neuhausen — H.  du  Ch&teau  de 
Laufien  ;  omnibuses  to  Dachsen  Stat. 
H.  'Wltzig,  eood  and  cheap,  at  that 
Stat.:  noTiew.]    Bte.  9. 

FALLS  OF  THE  RHINE. 

Whether  the  traTeller  stop  at  Neu- 
hausen Stat  or  at  Dachsen  Stat,  he  will 
find  the  utmost  fitcilities  for  viewing 
the  Falls  from  all  points.  He  may  cross 


the  stone  bridge  above  the  Falls,  and 
return  by  Ferry  below  the  Falls. 
Our  advice  is  to  approach  them  first 
from  Laufen  Castle  on  the  L  bank. 
Thus  nothing  will  be  seen  of  it  until 
it  is  at  once  presented  in  its  most 
magnificent  pomt  of  view. 

It  will  take  at  least  2  hours  to  see 
the  faXlB  properly.      • 

The  garden  of  the  Castle  of  Laufen 
is  situated  on  a  high  rock  overlooking 
the  fidl;  a  charge  of  1  fir.  is  made  for 
each  person  admitted  to  the  castle  and 
the  walks.  Here  is  also  a  print-room; 
many  pretty  views  of  the  Rhine,  &c., 
may  be  found  for  sale,  also  maps  and 
guide-books.  There  are  several  plat- 
forms and  kiosks  in  the  g^ardens,  m>m 
which  views  of  the  fidls  are  obtained, 
and  several  flights  of  very  rude  stone 
and  wooden  steps  conduct  to  a  project- 


ing stage,  or  rude  balcony,  of  stout 
timbers,  the  Fischetz,  thrown  out,  like 
the  bowsprit  of  a  ship,  from  the  vertical 
diff  to  within  a  few  feet  of  the  fall.  It 
actif aUy  overhangs  the  roaring  shoot^ 
and,  though  jperfectly  secure,  trembles 
under  the  mipulse  of  the  water. 
Here,  covered  with  the  spray,  the 
traveller  may  ei^oy  the  full  gran- 
deur of  this  hell  of  waten;  and  it  is 
only  by  this  close  proximity,  amidst 
the  tremendous  roar  and  the  uninter- 
rupted rush  of  the  river,  passing  with 
the  swiftness  of  an  arrow  above  his 
head  and  beneath  his  feet,  that  a  true 
notion  can  be  formed  of  the  stupen- 
dous nature  of  this  cataract.  The 
best  time  for  seeing  the  fall  is  about  8 
in  the  morning,  when  the  iris  floata 
within  the  spray  (provided  the  sun 
shines),  and  by  moonlight.  The  river 
is  usuaUy  most  full  in  the  month  of 
July.  The  Rhine,  above  the  fdl,  is 
about  300  feet  broad;  the  height  of 
the  fall  varies  from  60  feet  on  one 
side  to  45  on  the  other;  but,  including 
the  rapids  above,  the  entire  descent  is 
not  less  than  100  feet  Two  isolated 
pillars  of  rock,  standing  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream,  divide  the  £Edl  into  3 
shoots.  Seen  from  behind,  these  pin- 
nacles ap|>ear  eaten  away  by  the  con- 
stant friction  of  the  water,  and  totter- 
ing to  their  fall;  yet,  though  the  rock 
is  soft,  the  waste  of  it  within  the  me- 
monrof  man  has  not  been  perceptible. 
The  river,  after  ito  leap,  forms  a 
large  semicircular  bay,  as  it  were  to 
rest  itself;  the  sides  of  which  are 
perpetually  chafed  by  the  heaving 
billows.  Here,  in  front  of  the  fal^ 
on  the  rt.  bank,  stands  the  Castle  of 
Wdrthf  a  square  tower,  containing  a 
camera  obscura,  whidi  shows  the  tail 
in  another  and  a  very  singidar  point 
of  view.  From  this  tower  to  the  foot 
of  the  rock  on  which  the  oastle  of 
Laufen  stands,  boata  ply,  to  ferry 
visitors  across,  oharg^g  ^  fr.  each. 
The  boats  are  much  toased  about  in 
their  passage,  but  make  it  without 
risk.  The  boatmen  below  the  ftills 
will  land  adventurous  travellers  on 
the  central  rock  at  4  fr.  each;  and 
those  who  have  a  steady  head  mar 
ascend  it,  and  view  the  fiiU  from  this 
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Tantage-gronnd.  These  boatmen  ap- 
pear to  enjoy  a  monopoly,  and  are 
insolent. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  illnmi- 
Bating  the  falls. 

The  discharge  of  water  at  the  Falls 
is  about  80,000  cub.  ft.  per  second. 
When  the  river  is  at  the  highest,  it 
has  been  known  to  diminish  to  8000 
ft  The  broken  xiature  of  its  bed  is 
such  that,  during  the  low  waters  in 
the  early  spring  of  1848  and  1858, 
men  were  able  to  cross  it  by  leaping 
fh>m  rock  to  rock.  An  iron  monu- 
ment commemorates  the  event. 

On  the  rocks  on  the  rt.  bank  are 
some  iron-works,  the  hammers  of 
which  are  worked  by  the  fall.  The 
buildings  and  smoky  chimneys  ma- 
terially injure  the  beauty  of  the  falls. 
Immeoiately  above  the  falls  is  the 
stone  bridge  of  the  Schaffhausen  and 
Zurich  Railway,  which  passes  near 
the  Castle  of  Laufen  and  the  falls. 
(Rte.  9.) 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  no  classic  or 
ancient  author  mentions  the  Bheinfall. 


SoHAFFHArsEN  Stat.  at  the  Ober- 
thor,  near  the  Promenade.  (/m» .-  in 
the  town—Couronne,  fair,  not  fiir 
from  the  station;  Post  (Schwam); 
Xion.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  Rhine, 
— Cerf  (Hirsch),  clean,  cheap.  For 
hotels  at  the  Falls  see  last  page.) 

Schaffhausen  (8700  Inhab.,  Prot) 
stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  just  above  the  spot  where 
the  rapids  and  falls  conmienoe,  which 
render  that  river  nnnavieable  as  far 
as  Basle.  It  was  original^  a  landing- 
place  and  magadne,  at  which  the 
portage  of  goods  began  and  ended, 
and  owes  its  origin  a£d  name  to  the 
boat  or  skiff  howes,  here  erected.  It 
is  distinguished  above  almost  every 
other  town  in  Switzerland  by  the  an- 
tique architecture  of  its  houses,  whose 
fronts  and  projecting  oriel  windows 
are  decorated  with  carvings  and 
stucco-work.  Many  of  them  were 
originally  entirely  covered  externally 
vriSx  fresco  paintings,  but  of  these 


there  are  now  few  examples:  ttue 
house  called  Zum  Bitter,  nearly-  cm- 
posite  the  Couronne,  is  one  of  t£e 
most  remarkable  of  those  that  re- 
main. The  houses  or  halls  of  the 
ancient  Guilds^  or  ZSnfte,  are  worthy 
of  attention  on  account  of  their  quaint 
inscriptions  and  allusive  ornaments. 
The  wall  and  turreted  gateways  of 
the  town  have  been  preserved,  and 
furnish  very  picturesque  subjects  for 
the  penciL  There  are  a  few  manu- 
factures of  iron,  silk,  and  cotton. 

It  is  almost  exclusively  on  aocount 
of  its  vicinity  to  the  celebrated  Falls 
of  the  Rhine  that  Schaffhausen  is 
visited.  It  has  little  resort,  except 
firom  the  passage  of  travellers,  it  beinsr 
one  of  the  portals  of  Switzerland,  ana 
there  is  litUe  within  the  town  to  de- 
serve notice.  On  the  height  above 
it  rises  the  curious  castle  c^ed  Mufi' 
noth  (Munitio?).  Its  tower  has  walls 
of  great  thickness  (18  feet),  built  in 
1564.  It  is  provided  with  bomb-^roof 
casemates,  and  is  a  curious  specimen 
of  the  transition  style  of  fortification. 
There  are  subterranean  passages  under 
it.  The  whole  is  shown  (1  fr.  for  a 
small  party). 

Frederick  Duke  of  Tyrol  (Empty- 
purse)  conveyed  away  Pope  John 
XXnL  from  the  justice  of  the  Council 
of  Constance,  1415,  and  kept  him  safe 
in  the  castle  of  Schaffhausen,  fbr 
which  he  was  placed  under  the  ban  of 
the  Empire. 

I7ie  Afwwfer— originally  the  Abbey 
of  All  Saints^was  founded  1052.  It 
is  a  building  in  the  Romanesque,  or 
round  arch^  style,  remarkable  for 
its  antiquity,  the  solidity  of  its  con- 
struction,  and  as  exhibitmg  an  unal- 
tered specimen  of  that  style.  The 
arches  of  the  nave  are  supported  by 
single  circular  columns,  and  those  in 
the  centre  of  the  transept  by  square 
piers  of  the  most  massive  kind.  The 
cloister  attached  to  the  chnrdi  con- 
tains a  profusion  of  monuments  of  the 
magistrates  and  patrician  families,  but 
everything  is  covered  with  plaster  and 
whitewash. 

The  public  walks  {FasistaUb)  out- 
side the  town  on  the  W.  side  com- 
mand fine  views  of  the  Rhine,  &c. 
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There  are  baths  close  to  the  Bhine 
and  a  swimming-bath  in  the  river. 

The  celebrated  wooden  bridge  over 
the  Bhine,  of  a  single  arch,  365  feet 
in  span,  was  burnt  bv  the  French  in 
1799,  and  is  replaced  by  one  of  ordi- 
nar^r  construction.  A  model  of  the 
original  may  be  seen  in  the  town 
library:  the  architect  was  a  carpenter 
firom  Appenzell,  named  Qrubenmann. 

The  Tovrn  Library  contains  the 
oollection  of  books  of  the  celebrated 
Swiss  historian  Miiller,  who  was  bom 
here. 

Bailways  to  Winterthur  and  Ziirich, 
to  Basle,  and  to  Constance. 

Diligencea  to  Donaueschingen  and 
Freiburg  (on  the  road  to  Strasbnrg 
and  Frankfurt). 

OmnibuM  to  ^be  Falls  (1  fr.). 

The  Falls  of  the  Bhine  are  about 
3  miles  below  Schaffhausen.  They 
are  easily  accessible  by  the  2  rlys. 
N.  and  S.  of  the  river,  Neuhaasen 
fitat.  on  the  N.,  and  the  Dach- 
sen  Sut.  of  the  Bly.  to  Zarich,  being 
but  10  min.  firom  the  fklls.  There  are 
now  good  hotels  on  both  banks. 
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SCHAFPHAUSEK  tO  CONSTANCE — RAIL. — 
LAKE  OF  CONSTANCE. 

There  are  2  routes,  both  recom- 
mendable.  A.  along  N.  bank  of  Bhine : 
rly.  5  trains  dailv,  1}  hr.  B.  road 
along  S.  side.  The  steamer  by  the 
river  has  ceased  to  run. 

A.  The  BaUway,  on  the  if.  side  of  the 
JRhme,  takes  a  N.  direction  bv  Her- 
blingen  Stat,  to  Thayingen,  where  it 
enters  Baden  and  proceeds  to  the 
Lower  Lake  near  Badolfszell. 

Singen  Stat, — (^Fnn,  poor  and  extor- 
tionate). Near  this  place  you  pass 
at  the  foot  of  JSohentwieL .  The  castle 
is  now  dismantled.    The  lofty  rock 


upon  which  it  stands  gives  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  Indian  hill-fort. 

Radolfszell Stat,— {Inn:  Poste,good) 
-—a  desolate  town,  with  a  fine  church, 
in  the  true  German-Gothic  style. 

The  scenerv  is  exceedingly  agree- 
able, often  striking.  The  woods  abound 
in  most  splendid  butterflies.  Collec- 
tions of  these  iusects  may  be  bought 
at  Singen,  and  also  at  BadolfszelL 

Beichenan  Stat 

Traversing  the  Isthmus  between  the 
Lower  Lake  of  Constance  and  the  bay 
of  Ueberlin^n,  the  rly.  reaches  the 
Bhine  opposite  Constance,  having  first 
traversed  the  island  on  which  stands 
the  convent  (now  a  manufactory) 
where  John  Huss  was  shut  up. 

The  Bhine  here,  suddenly  con- 
tracted from  a  lake  to  a  nver,  is 
crossed  by  a  wooden  bridge,  in  order 
to  reach 

Constance  Stat,     (See  next  page.) 

B.  The  Swiss  Road  runs  along  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Bhine,  past  the  Nunneries 
of  Faradies  and  Katherinethal,  the 
former  belonging  to  the  order  of  St. 
Clara,  the  latter  of  St.  Dominic;  but 
the  revenues  and  the  number  of  sisters 
in  both  are  now  much  reduced.  The 
Austrian  army  under  the  Archduke 
Charles  crossed  the  Bhine  atParadies 
1799. 

Di^ssenhofen^^Iwn:  Adler). 

Wagenhausen — (/na;  Ochse,  dean 
and  fair). 

[L  A  little  off  the  road  lies 

Stein  —  (Irms  :  Schwan  ;  Krone) 
—a  town  of  1270  Inhab.,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Bhine,  belonging  to  Schaff- 
hausen, united  by  a  wooden  bridge 
with  a  suburb  on  the  L  bank.  The 
Abbey  of  St,  George  is  a  very  ancient 
ecclesiastical  foundation.  The  owners 
of  the  ruined  castle  of  Hohenklingen, 
situated  on  the  rocky  height,  were 
originally  the  feudal  seie;neurs  of  the 
town,  but  the  citizens  obtained  inde- 
pendence from  their  masters  by  pur- 
chase. 

3  miles  £.  of  Stein,  at  a  height  of 
between  500  and  600  feet  above  the 
Bhine,  are  situated  the  Quarries  of 
(Ehningen,  remarkable  fbr  the  vast 
abundance  of  fossil  remains  of  terres- 
trial and  fresh-water  animals  found  in 
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them,  indading  mammaUft,  birds,  rep- 
tiles, fishes,  shells,  insects,  and  plants, 
some  of  them  identical  with  species 
now  living.  The  most  carious  disco- 
▼erj  is  that  of  the  perfect  skeleton  of 
a  fossil  fox,  made  by  Sir  Boderick 
Murchison:  a  very  ktrge  tortoise  had 
previously  been  broueht  to  light  The 
oeds  of  rock  in  which  the  quarries  are 
worked  consist  of  marls,  limestones, 
shales,  and  building-stone.  They  lie 
immediately  above  the  formation  called 
Molasse,  and  differ  in  their  organic 
contents  from  all  other  fresh-water 
formations  hitherto  discovered.1 

Above  Stein  the  Rhine  expands  into 
ft  lake  called  UrUersee  Qower  lake) 
connected  again  by  the  Khine  at  its 
upper  extremity  with  the  large  Lake 
of  Constance.  Feldbach^  also  a  nun- 
nery, belonging  to  sisters  of  the  Cis- 
tercian order,  is  passed  before  reach- 
ing 

Steckbom  (Irma:  Lowe;  Sonne). 
"In  the  broad  part  of  the  Rhine, 
where  it  is  still  rather  a  lake  than 
a  river,  is  the  Isle  of  Reichenau,  an- 
ciently famed  for  its  Benedictine  Mo- 
nastery, suppressed  in  1799,  founded 
by  one  of  the  successors  of  Charle- 
magne, of  which  the  C^nrch  (partly 
Romanesque)  and  Treasury  remain. 
In  the  Treasury  are  to  be  seen  the 
shrine  of  St.  Fortunata,  an  ivory  cibo- 
jrium,  a  cope,  a  crosier,  and  a  missal 
of  the  10th  century."— -F.  S. 

Ilznang,  a  smul  village  on  the 
opposite  shore  of  the  river,  within  the 
territory  of  Baden,  is  the  birthplace 
of  Mesmer,  the  inventor  of  animal  mag- 
netism. 

Near  the  villaffe  of  Berlmgen  the 
pretty  chdteau  of  me  Duchess  of  Dino 
appears;  and  a  little  further  that  of 
Arenet^bergj  once  the  residence  of  the 
late  Duchess  of  St.  Leu  (Hortense, 
ex-Queen  of  Holland),  and  of  her  son 
Prince  Louis  (now  the  Emperor  Louis 
Kapoleon),  before  he  made  his  at- 
tempt at  Strasbourg.  It  was  sold  in 
1843  to  a  Neuch&tol  gentleman,  and 
more  recently  repurchased  by  the 
Emperor. 

The  Castle  of  Gcttiieben,  on  the  1. 
of  the  road,  built  by  the  Bishops  of 
.Constance  1250,  on  the  Rhine,  at  the 


point  where  it  enters  the  XJnteraeew  is 
remarkable  for  having  been  the  prison 
of  John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Fmg^e, 
who  were  confined  within  its  dun^ecMis 
by  order  of  the  Emperor  Sigismuiid 
and  Pope  John  XXIIT.  The  latter 
was  himself  transferred  a  few  mooUis 
later  to  the  same  prison,  byorder  of 
the  Council  of  Constance.  The  build- 
ing is  now  the  property  of  Connt 
Beroldingen. 

Petershaiuen,  now  a  barrack  on  the 
rt  bank  of  the  Rhine  opposite  Con- 
stance, was  a  free  abbey  of  the  Empire. 

Constance.  Inns:  Brochet  (ffeehi)i 
Post  (Golden  Adler,  highly  reoom- 
mendM) ;  Algle  d'Or  ;  fGolden  Lowe, 
outside  the  territory  of  the  Customs 
League,  just  beyond  the  gate,  in  Swit- 
zerland, at  Ereutslingen,  good). 

The  Angler  can  find  no  better 
quarters  in  Switzerland  than  at  Con- 
stance for  lake  fishing. 

Constance,  a  city  of  8000  Inhab., 
instead  of  40,000,  which  it  onoe 
possessed,  is  remarkable  for  its  an- 
tiquity, since  its  streets  and  man^  <^ 
its  buildings  remain  unaltered  smoe 
the  15th  century.  Although  situated 
on  the  L  or  Swiss  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
it  belongs  to  Baden.  It  is  connected 
with  the  opposite  shore  by  a  lon^ 
iron  Bridge^  which  carries  both  roaa 
and  rly.,  and  occupies  a  projecting 
angle  of  eround  at  the  W.  extremity 
of  the  Bodensee,  or  lake  of  Constance; 
its  agreeable  position  and  interesting 
historical  associations  make  amen£ 
for  the  want  of  life  perceptible  within 
its  venerable  walls.  It  nas  of  late, 
however,  revived  considerably;  the 
government  have  formed,  at  a  large 
excuse,  a  Port  on  the  lake,  which 
focilitates  the  navigation,  while  it  is 
an  ornament  to  the  town:  and  several 
manufactories  of  cotton  and  muslin 
have  sprung  up.  The  ancient  bishop- 
ric, numbering  87  bishops,  was  termi- 
nated in  1802,  and  in  1805  Constance 
was  ceded  by  Austria  to  Baden. 

The  Minster  is  a  handsome  Grothic 
structure,  founded  1052,  rebuilt  in 
the  16th  century;  the  tower  with 
spire  of  open  work  in  1850-57,  with 
fine  open-work   turrets  in  the  W. 
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end;  the  doors  of  the  main  portal  are 
of  oak,  carved  with  the  Passion  of 
our  Lord,  executed  in  1470  by  one 
Simon  Bainder.  The  nave  is  sup- 
ported by  sixteen  pillars,  each  of  a 
single  block,  and  dates  from  the  13th 
century.  The  spot  where  the  •*  Arch- 
heretic  Huss"  stood,  as  sentence  of 
death  by  burning  was  pronounced  on 
him  by  nis  unrighteous]  udges,  is  still 
pointed  out.  I^bert  B^llam,  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  who  presided  over  the 
Snglish  deputation  to  the  council,  is 
buried  here,  in  front  of  the  high  altar, 
under  a  tomb,  which  is  very  remark- 
able, as  being  of  English  brass,  which 
is  fully  proved  by  the  workmanship. 
It  was  probably  sent  over  from  Eng- 
land by  his  executors.  He  wears  the 
Order  of  the  Garter.  Beneath  the  ch. 
is  a  very  ancient  cryptj  with  a  passage 
leading  from  it  towards  the  river.  Two 
aides  of  the  ancient  cloisters,  whose 
arches  are  filled  in  with  beautiful 
tracery,  are  yet  standing.  On  the  £. 
side  of  the  cathedral  is  a  chapel,  per- 
haps a  baptistery,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  a  Gothic  Holy  Sepulchre. 

There  are  some  missals,  plate  relics 
in  the  Sacristy^  also  a  beautiful  Go- 
thic fireplace  and  piscina.  In  the 
Vestry^room  above  are  a  range  of  cup- 
boards or  nresses  of  carved  oak,  none 
of  a  later  oate  than  the  xvth  century. 
There  is  a  beautiful  view  from  the 
tower  of  the  cathedral,  W.  over  the 
lake  and  mountains  of  Tyrol,  and  E. 
over  the  valley  of  the  Bhme. 

The  Dominican  Convent,  now  a  cot- 
ton-printing establishment,  is  the  place 
where  Huss  was  confined.  The  stone 
chamber  itsetf  has  been  removed  (at 


red  (at 
to  the 


least  all  that  remained  of  it) 
Eaufhaus.  The  church  fbrms  a  pic- 
turesque ruin,  in  the  early  style  of 
German  Gothic.  The  chapter-house 
is  even  older.  The  cloisters  are  per- 
fect. The  little  island  upon  which  this 
building  stands  was  fortified  by  the 
Romans,  and  a  portion  of  the  waU, 
towards  the  lake,  can  yet  be  discerned. 
The  BIy,  crosses  it. 

In  the  Ifall  of  the  Kctufhaus  (built 
1388,  as  a  warehouse),  close  to  the 
lake,  the  Great  Council  of  Constance 
held  its  sittings  1414-18,  in  a  large 


room  supported  by  wooden  pillars. 
That  famous  assembly,  composed,  not 
of  bishops  alone,  like  the  ancient 
councils,  but  of  deputies,  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  from  the  whole  of  Chris- 
tendom, including  princes,  cardinak 
(30),  patriarchs  (4),  archbishops  (20), 
bishops  (150),  professors  of  univer- 
sities and  doctors  of  theology  (200), 
besides  a  host  of  ambassadors,  inferior 
prelates,  abbots,  priors,  &c.,  was  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  remedying 
the  abuses  of  the  church.  It  exerted 
its  influence  in  curbing  the  Papal 
power,  by  deposing  the  infamous  John 
XXIIL  and  Benedict  XIII.,  and  by 
electing  in  their  place  Martin  V,  It 
was  by  the  act  of  this  council  that 
John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague 
were  seized  and  executed,  in  spite  of 
the  safe-conduct  granted  to  the  former 
b^  the  Emperor  Sigismund,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  assembly. 

The  chairs  occupied  by  the  Em- 
peror and  Pope,  a  model  of  the  dun- 
geon, now  destroyed,  in  which  Huss 
was  confined  ;  it  is  of  the  same  size  as 
the  original,  and  in  it  the  actual  door 
and  other  fragments  have  been  incor- 
porated;—also  the  car  on  which  he 
was  drawn  to  execution;  the  figure  of 
Abraham,  which  supported  the  pulpit 
from  the  Minster,  and  which  tne 
people  mistook  for  Huss,  and  de- 
faced accordingly,  and  some  other 
relics  of  the  council,  still  remain  in 
the  hall,  besides  a  collection  of  Boman 
and  German  antiquities,  dug  up  in  the 
neighbourhood.  1  fr.  is  charged  fbr 
admission. 

The  fiouse  in  which  ffuss  lodged, 
bearing  a  rude  likeness  of  him,  is 
pointed  out  in  the  Paul's  Strasse,  near 
the  Schnetzthor.  He  was  thrown  into 

5 risen,  soon  aftev  his  arrival,  in  the 
yancisoan  Concent,  now  a  ruin,  whence 
he  was  removed  to  a  moro  irksome 
dungeon,  affording  scarcely  room  to 
move,  in  the  before-mentioned  Domi^ 
nican  Convent. 

The  field,  outside  of  the  town,  in 
the  suburb  of  Brixhl,  in  which  he  suf-* 
f^red  martyrdom,  with  a  fortitude 
which  moved  even  his  judges  and 
executioners  to  admiration— nay,  even 
the  place  where  the  stake  was  planted; 
C 
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are  still  pointed  out;  and  rude  ima^s 
of  Huss  and  Jerome,  formed  of  clay 
taken  from  the  spot,  are  offered  for 
sale  to  the  stranger.    * 

Here  is  a  capital  Swimming  Bath 
at  the  Ecole  de  Natation  in  the  midst 
of  the  lake,  approached  by  a  long 
plank  bridge,  at  the  end  of  which, 
stuck  up  in  laree  letters  visible  far 
off,  may  be  read  the  temperature  of 
the  waters. 

Excursions  may  be  made  hence  to 
Beichenau  (p.  24),  Meinau,  and  Heili- 
geuberg.  llie  island  of  Meinau,  about 
4  m.  N.  of  Constance,  is  a  well-culti- 
vated little  estate,  yet  with  no  want 
of  trees.  The  house  was  once  a  com- 
mandery  of  the  Knights  of  the  Teu- 
tonic Order.  From  tne  terrace  of  the 
garden  there  is  a  magnificent  view 
over  the  lake,  of  the  mountains  of  the 
Vorarlberg  and  AppenzeU,  among 
which  the  Sentis  is  pre-eminent. 
Nearer  at  hand  the  cultivated  Ger- 
man shores,  with  the  towns  of  Mors- 
berg,  Friedrichshaven,  &c.,  complete 
the  picture.  Meinau  is  approached 
by  a  wooden  foot-bridge  ^  m.  long, 
connecting  it  with  the  snore;  there  is 
an  inn  on  the  island. 

From  Bohenrain,  1  hour's  walk,  is 
a  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

Railway  to  Schauffhausen  and  Basle 
(Baden  hue). 

Diligences  or  steamer  to  Bomans- 
hom,  thence  by  rail  to  Zurich  ;  — 
steamer  to  Rorschach,  thence  by  rail 
to  St.  Gall  or  Coire  (Railway  direct 
to  Ziirich  begun). 


Lake  of  Constance,  or  Boden  See, 
8  or  1 0  Steamboats  navigate  the  lake 
of  Constance.  The  time  and  place  of 
starting  are  promulgated  in  a  printed 
tariff,  which  will  be  found  hung  up 
in  all  the  inns  near  the  lake.  It  takes 
5  hours  to  go  from  Constance  to  Lin- 
dau,  and  3  to  Rorschach  or  Frled- 
richshafen.  The  steamers  take  car- 
riages. The  numerous  stoppages,  and 
the  shifting  of  passengers  from  one 
steamer  to  another,  are  annoyances 
for  which  travellers  must  be  prepared. 
The  lake  of  Constance,  called  by 
the  Germans  Boden  See^  and  anciently 


known  to  the  Romans  under  the  name 
Locus  Brigantinus  (from  Brigantia»  the 
modem  Bregenz),  is  bordered  by  the 
territories  of  5  different  states — ^Ba- 
den, Wiirtemberg,  Bavaria,  Austria, 
and  Switzerland,  and  a  portion  of  its 
coasts  belong  to  each  of  them.  It  is 
about  44  m.  long,  firom  Bregenz  to 
Constance,  and  30  from  Bregenz  to 
Friedrichshafen;  about  9  m.  wide  in 
the  broadest  part;  964  ft.  is  its  great- 
est depth ;  and  it  abounds  in  fish,  of 
which  25  species  have  been  enume- 
rated.   It  lies  1385  ft  above  iJie  sea. 

A  telegraph  iron  cable  has  been 
sunk,  ana  works  between  Rorschach 
and  Lindau  at  293  feet,  and  between 
Romanshorn  and  Friedrichshafen  is 
nearly  900  feet  in  depth. 

Its  main  tributary  is  the  Rhine, 
which  enters  at  its  £.  extremity,  and 
flows  out  under  the  walls  of  Constance. 
The  accumulated  deposits  of  the  river 
have  formed  an  extensive  delta  at  the 
upper  end  pf  the  lake,  and  are  an- 
nually encroaching  farther. 

Its  banks,  either  flat  or  gently  un- 
dulating, present  little  beauty  of 
scenery  compared  with  other  Swiss 
lakes;  but  they  are  eminently  distin- 
guished for  their  fertility,  and  its  S. 
shore  is  studded  with  a  picturesque 
line  of  ruined  castles  or  nill-fbrts  of 
the  middle  ages. 

At  its  £.  extremity  it  displays 
alpine  features  in  distant  glimpses  of 
the  snow-topped  mountains  of  vorarl- 
berg, but  tne  distant  Sentis  towers 
over  the  cultivated  slopes  which  border 
the  lake,  and  is  a  fine  feature  all  the 
wi^  from  Constance. 

Its  waters,  on  an  average,  are  lowest 
in  the  month  of  February,  and  highest 
in  June  and  July,  when  the  snows 
are  melting:  it  sometimes  swells  afoot 
in  24  hours  at  that  season. 

On  quitting  Constance,  to  the  rt.  is 
the  suppress^  Augustine  convent  of 
Kreuzlmgen,  now  turned  into  an  agri- 
cultural school,  with  70  or  80  pupils. 
The  edifice  dates  firom  the  end  of  the 
30  years'  war,  in  the  course  of  which 
thepreceding  building  was  destroyed. 

Tnd  Church  possesses  in  a  side 
chapel  some  curious  wood-carvings 
by  a  Tyrolese;  a  representation  of 
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the  Passion  with  seTeral  hnndred 
small  figures;  also  a  vest  embroidered 
with  pearls,  the  gift  of  Pope  John 
XXTT.  in  1414.  /»»:  Goldener  Uawe 
(H.  Delisle),  dean  and  reasonable. 

The  canton  of  ThurgoTia,  which 
occupies  the  S.  shore  of  uie  lake  from 
Constance  to  Arbon,  is  distinguished 
for  its  surpassing  fertility.  Inslead 
of  rocks  and  mountains^  and  alpine 
pastures,  the  characteristics  of  other 
parts  of  Switseriand,  this  canton  pre- 
sents richly-coltiTated  arable  land, 
waving  with  com  and  hemp ;  the  place 
of  forests  is  supplied  by  orcharcu;  it 
is,  indeed,  the  garden  and  granary  of 
Helvetia.  The  country  is  at  the  same 
time  thickly  peopled,  abounding  in 
-vUlaeee  and,  cheenul  cottages. 

The  nunnery  of  Mfinsterlingen, 
about  4  UL  further,  was  suppressed 
in  1838,  and  converted  into  an  hos- 
pital. The  surviving  sisters  are  al- 
lowed to  occupy  one  wing  of  the 
building  during  their  lifetime.  The 
old  convent  near  the  water  was  the 
scene  of  the  reconciliation  between  the 
.  Emperor  Sigismund  and  Duke  Fre- 
derick of  Austria,  1418. 

Romcmahom^Kxa.  10)— (H.  Bodan)— 
terminus  of  the  Rly.  from  Winterthur 
and  Zarich.  It  is  the  port  of  com- 
munication by  steamer  with 

Friedrkhahafenj  oa  the  N.  shore  of 
the  lake,  where  is  the  Villa  of  the 
King  of  WUrtemberg,  in  whidi  he 
usua^^  passes  a  part  of  the  summer. 
At  Fneorichshafen  {Inna :  Deutsches 
Hans,  at  the  Rly.  station;  Hotel 
Nestle,  nearer  the  steamers,  good  and 
moderate;  Konig  von  Wfirtembeiig ; 
Sonne;  Krone)  is  the  terminus  of  the 
Stuttgard  Rly.,  which  joins  the  Baden 
Rly.  at  BrucfasaL  See  Handbook  for 
South  Gebmant. 

Arhon  (Imu:  Kreuti;  Traube),  a 
walled  town  of  660  Inhab.,  close  upon 
the  lake.  The  Romans  under  Au- 
gustus built  a  fort  here,  upon  the 
high  road  from  Augst  and  Windisch 
to  Bregeni,  which  they  called  Arbor 
Felix.  It  was  abandcmed  by  ^em  to 
the  Allemanni  in  the  5th  century. 
The  Cattle^  on  an  eminence  overlook- 
ing the  lake,  was  built  1510,  but  its 
tower  is  said  to  rest  on  Roman  fbun* 


dations.  The  belfry^  detached  f^om 
the  church,  is  boarded,  not  walled,  on 
the  side  nearest  the  castle,  in  order 
that  no  force  hostile  to  the  lords  of 
the  castle  should  be  enabled  to  shelter 
themselves  in  it,  or  annoy  the  castle 
from  thence.  Ilie  monk  of  St.  GaJl 
is  said  to  have  died  at  Arbon  (640), 
and  the  place  was  a  favourite  residence 
of  Conradin  of  Hohenstaufen. 

Lindau  (Inns :  Bayrischer  Hof ; 
EjTone)  is  the  terminus  of  the  Bava- 
rian Rly.,  5  hrs.  from  Augsburg.  See 
Handbook  for  South  Germant. 

Bregma  (Inna:  Oesterreichtscher 
Hof;  Post  or  Goldener  Adler ; 
Schwaner  Adler;  Krone),  the  chief 
place  in  the  Yorarlberg.  Pedestrians 
mtending  to  travel  from  Switseriand 
into  the  Tyrol  may  find  it  a  good  plan 
to  pass  their  heavy  luggage  at  the 
Austrian  custom-house  here,  and  for- 
ward it  by  diligence  to  bmsbruck  or 
Botsen.  (See  Kte.  66,  and  Handbook 
FOB  Sooth  Germany). 

Horschach  (Rte.  65).  Rly.  Terminus 
of  the  Railways  to  St.  Gall  (Rte.  65) 
and  to  Coire  up  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine  (Rte.  66).  A  short  distance 
from  Rorschach  is  the  mouth  of  the 
Rhine,  E.  of  which  is  the  Yorarlberg 
ilk  Austrian  territory. 
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8CHAFFHAU8EN  TO  ZlJRICH — RHEINFALL 
RAILWAY. 

StatioQft.  £og.  UL 

ScbaffhAUseiu 

JOftchseD  3 

Andelflngen 7 

Winterthur 18 

EffreUkon   ......  2i 

WalUsellen 30 

Zurich .  35 

The  Rly.  station  at  Schaifhausen  is 
just  outside  the  town  on  the  S.W. 
After  leaving  the  town,  the  rly.  con- 
tinues on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine 
for  about  2  m.,  till  just  above  the 
falls,  when  it  turns  and  crosses  the 
river  by  a  very  long  stone  bridge. 
Immediately  afterwaras  it  enters  a 
tunnel  and  passes  under  the  Castle  of 
Laufen,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
pieces  of  rly.  scenery  in  the  world.  On 
emerging  from  the  tunnel,  which  is 
short,  a  rapid  view  of  the  falls  may 
be  caught  on  the  rt. 

Dachsen  Stat.  (Hotel  Witzig)  is 
about  10  min.  walk  from  the  Tails 
of  the  Rhine  and  Sohloss  Laufien 
hotel.  (8ee  Rte.  7.)  The  rly.  keeps 
for  a  short  distance  on  the  olifis  close 
to  the  Rhine,  but  high  above  it,  form- 
ing  a  road  wonderfully  picturesque, 
but  frightfully  expensive  to  the  rly. 
engineer,  and  then  quits  the  Rhine 
and  proceeds  through  a  fertile  coun- 
try somewhat  uninteresting,  but  with 
occasional  fine  views,  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Thur,  making  a  great 
bend  in  order  to  cross  that  river 
near 

Andelfinqen  Stat. 

The  Rly.  now  ascends  a  consider- 
able incline,  in  order  to  cross  the 
ridge  between  the  valley  of  the  Thur 
and  tha  valley  of  the  Toss,  and  affords 
a  fine  view  on  the  rt.  before  descend- 
ing into  the  broad  and  fertile  valley  of 
the  To88« 

Winterthur  Jvnot,  Stat,— {Buffet  at 
Stat.  Innst  *Adler,  nearest  the  Stat., 
goods  Wilder  ICann,  good; — Sonne) 
~an  industrious  manuntcturing  town 
of  6600  Inhab,  (chiefly  Protestants), 
consisting  of  two  long  parallel  streets, 
crossed    oy   eight    smaller   ones   at 


right  angles.  The  New  School  is  the 
only  conspicuous  buildine. 

The  weaving  of  muslin  and  the 
printing  of  cotton  are  the  most  thriv- 
ing branches  of  industry  here. 

This  is  the  junction  station  of  the 
Rorschach  and  St.  Gall  line  with  the 
Bomanshom  line  (Rte.  10). 

On  the  banks  of  the  Toss,  about 

3  m.  on  the  L  of  the  road,  and  nearly 

4  m.  from  Winterthur,  rises  the 
Cagile  of  Kyburg^  vow  the  property  of 
Princess  Sabansky,  memorable  in  his- 
tory as  the  seat  of  a  powerful  family 
of  counts,  who,  between  the  9th  and 
13th  centuries,  gained  possession  of 
the  N.  of  Switzerland,  as  far  as  the 
Rhine  and  lake  of  Constance,  and 
numbered  as  their  dependants  and 
vassals  100  lords  of  minor  castles, 
now  for  the  most  part  in  ruins.  The 
line  becoming  extinct  in  1264,  their 
domains  fell  to  the  share  of  Rudolph 
of  Habsburg ;  and  the  Austrian  n- 
mily,  though  long  since  dej^rived  of 
them,  still  retains  among  its  titles 
that  of  Count  of  Kybux^. 

The  ancient  Ciominican  Convent 
of  Toss,  on  the  road,  now  converted 
into  a  ftbctory,  was  the  chosen  retreat 
of  the  Empress  Agnes  after  the  mur- 
der of  her  father,  Albert  of  Austria. 
Here  her  daughter-in-law,  St.  Eliza- 
beth of  Hungary,  took  the  veil,  and 
died  in  the  odour  of  sanctity :  her 
monument,  with  the  arms  of  Hun- 
gary, is  visible  in  the  existing  church. 
The  cloisters,  built  with  the  church 
in  1469,  are  ornamented  with  frecos 
paintings  of  Bible  subjects. 

After  leaving  Winterthur  the  rly. 
follows  the  rather  picturesque  valley 
of  the  Toss,  passing  between  steep 
green  hills,  leaving  Kvburg  on  the  1., 
and  then  follows  another  stream  into 
the  valley  of  the  Olattj  up  which  on 
the  1.  there  is  a  fine  view  of  Gliirniach 
and  other  mountains. 

Wallisellen  Jvnct.  Stat. 

[Here  the  branch  Rly.  up  the  manu- 
facturing valley  of  the  Glatt  to  Riiti, 
and  thence  to  Coire  by  WaUenatadt, 
join8.3 

Shortly  after  leaving  Wallisellen  a 
long  tunnel  under  the  hill  of  Weid  is 
traversed;  on  emerging  from  it  the 
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Liimmat  is  crossed,  and  after  making 
some  yer/  sharp  curves  the  BXy, 
reaches 

ZiTBiCH.  —  Inns :  Hotel  Banr,  a 
lar^,  handsome,  comfortable  house, 
with  a  reading-room :  and  a  2nd 
hoose,  a  auieter  hotel,  with  ear- 
den,  and  ad  English  comforts,  close 
to  the  lake,  witn  a  fine  view,  called 
H.  Baur  an  Lac  These  are  two  of 
the  best  Inns  in  Switzerland,  and 
M.  Baur  u  the  most  polite  and  atten- 
tive of  landlords.  Charges:  Table- 
d'hote  at  5,  4  frs.;  B.,  2  frs.;  rooms 
looking  over  the  lake,  3  frs.;  bougie, 
1  fr.;  sitting-room,  6  to  10  frs.  In 
the  reading-room  the  TimsSf  CkUignani^ 
and  2  American  papers.  H.  Belle- 
rue,  on  the  lake,  sood.  H.  Bilharz,  for- 
formerlj  H.  BeUevue,  in  the  town. 
Schweizerhof,  on  the  river,  below  the 
bridge,  cheap.  Ziiricher  Hof  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  tne  Limmat,  view  of  the 
lake.  Schwerdt  (Epee).  Fancon, 
large  house.  Storck,  commercial. 
There  is  a  good  caf^^  restaurant  in 
the  Hotel  Baur. 

Since  the  branch  Rly.  has  been 
opened  from  Waldshut  to  Turgi  stat, 
on  the  Swiss  N.  £.  line  from  Basle  to 
Zurich,  passenffers  taking  the  fast 
morning  train  nrom  Frankfort  may 
reach  Zilrich  in  the  day  without 
stom>ing,  or  even  changing  carriages 
at  Basle. 

Ziirich,  the  most  important  manu- 
facturing town  of  Switzerland,  and 
the  capital  of  a  canton  distinguished 
above  all  others  for  prosperous  in- 
dustry, has  20,000  Inhab.,  or,  includ- 
ing Its  suburbs,  45,000,  nearly  all 
Protestants,  and  lies  at  the  N.  end 
of  the  lake  of  Zurich,  and  on  the 
banks  c^  the  Limmat,  just  where  it 
issues  out  of  the  lake  in  a  rapid  and 
healthful  stream,  clear  as  crystal,  and 
another  river,  the  Sihl,  flows  on  the 
W.  side  of  the  town.  A  Roman 
station,  2\iricum  (?X  on  this  spot,  pro- 
bably gave  rise  ooth  to  the  town  and 
its  name.  The  canton  became  one  of 
the  Swiss  confederacy  in  1351.  The 
Keformation  occasioned  more  bitter- 
ness here  than  in  any  other  canton, 
and    the     domestic    quarrels    have 


always  been  very  violent.  The 
flourishing  condition  of  the  town  i» 
visible  in  the  improvements  going 
forward  in  it,  and  in  the  number  of 
the  new  buildings  in  and  around  it. 
The  banks  of  the  Lake  (described  in 
Rte.  13)  and  the  Limmat,  and  aU  the 
neighbouring  hiUs,  are  thickly  dotted 
over  with  houses,  now  united  with  the 
town  itself  by  the  removal  (in  1833) 
of  the  useless  and  inconvenient  ram- 
parts, and  forming  a  wide  circle  of 
suburbs.  This  unfortunate  town  was 
the  scene  of  a  battle  in  Sept.  1799, 
when  87,000  French  under  Massena 
drove  out  the  Russians  under  Korsa- 
kof,  and  compelled  them  to  fall  back 
upon  the  Rhme  with  a  loss  of  8000 
men. 

Apart  from  its  agreeable  situation, 
and  thriving  manufactures,  there  is 
not  much  to  be  seen  in  ZUrich.  There 
are  no  fine  buildinp^s  here:  that  of  the 
most  consequence  is  the  Gross  Munster^ 
on  the  rt.  rank  of  the  Limmat,  sur- 
mounted by  2  W.  steeples.  It  is  vene- 
rable from  its  age,  and  worthy  of  re* 
spect  from  having  been  the  scene  of 
Zwingli's  bold  preachings  of  Reforma- 
tion in  the  church,  and  amendment  of 
morals.  It  is  a  massive  Romanesque 
edifice  of  the  11th  and  12th  centys.  % 
very  plain  within  and  without,  but  in* 
teresting  in  the  eye  of  the  architect 
and  antiquary.  It  has  no  W.  entrance, 
and  ends  square  to  the  E.  Its  nave  is 
supported  on  square  pillars  and  round 
arches:  beneath  it  is  a  very  perfect 
cr^pt  See  its  very  fine  N.  doorway 
with  detached  shafts  and  the  adjoining 
cloisters  raised  upon  small  low  triple 
arches,  with  slender  colamns  and  capi- 
tals of  various  patterns,  admirably 
carved. 

The  Fravk  MUnster^  close  to  the  Min- 
ster Bridge  (13th  centy.),  and  the 
Barfusser  Kerche  are  worthy  of  the 
architect's  attention. 

The  house  in  which  Ztcifujli  passed 
the  last  six  years  of  his  life  is  still 
standing  :  it  is  No.  185  in  the  Grosse 
Stadt 

The  Cfu  of  St  Peter  (with  the  large 
clock),  on  the  L  bank  of  the  Limmat, 
had  for  its  minister,  for  23  years, 
Lavater,  the  author  of  the  renowned 
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work  on  Physiognomy,  who  was  born 
at  Zurich.  On  the  capture  of  the 
town  by  the  French  army,  he  was  shot, 
within  a  few  steps  of  his  own  door, 
by  a  French  soldier,  to  whom,  but 
two  minutes  before,  he  had  given  wine 
and  offbred  money,  and  whue  he  was 
in  the  act  of  assisting  another  soldier 
who  had  been  wounded.  A  high  re- 
ward  was  offered  by  Massena,  the 
French  commander,  fer  the  discovery 
of  the  murderer :  but  Lavater  refused 
to  inform  against  him.  After  linger- 
ing through  three  months  of  excru- 
ciating agony,  Lavater  expired,  Jan.  2, 
1801,  at  the  parsonage  :  his  grave  is 
marked  by  a  simple  stone  in  the  church- 
yard of  St.  Annef  where  Ebel,  author  of 
the  Swiss  Guide,  and  Escher  von  der 
liinth  (Rte.  i:^),  are  also  buried. 

In  the  council-chamber  of  the  Bath-' 
haua,  a  massive  square  building  oppo- 
site the  Sword  Inn,  where  the  Diet  used 
to  meet,  is  an  extravagant  painting  of 
the  Oath  at  Griitli,  by  Henry  Fuseli 
(properly  Fussli),  who  was  born  here. 

The  Town  Library^  close  to  the  New 
stone  bridge,  in  a  building  formerly 
a  church  (Wasserkirche),  contains,  in 
addition  to  45,000  printed  volumes  and 
MSS.,  100  vols,  of  autograph  letters 
of  early  Reformers ;  3  Latin  letters  of 
Lady  Jane  Grey  to  BuUinger,  in  a  beau- 
tifully clear  and  regular  hand— a  few 
grammatical  errors  have  been  re- 
marked in  them;  Zwingli's  Greek  Bible, 
with  marginal  notes  (chiefly  Hebrew) 
by  himself ;  a  Roman  inscription,  giv- 
ing the  ancient  name  of  ZQrich,  7Vn'- 
cwn ;  a  bust  of  Lavater,  by  Dannecker; 
a  portrait  of  Zwingli  and  his  daughter, 
by  Hans  Asper ;  a  model  in  relief  of  a 
large  part  of  Switzerland,  interesting 
and  superior  to  that  at  Lucerne  ; 
some  very  cnrious  fossils  from  (Eh- 
ningen,  including  one  described  by 
Schenchzer  as  a  human  skull,  though 
in  reality  a  portion  of  a  salamander — 
fossils  of  the  Giants  slate,  chiefly 
fishes,  from  the  Plattenberg.  Here 
are  placed  a  number  of  antiquities 
founa  among  the  remains  of  Stnss 
Lake  DwelKngi,  of  which  Professor 
Keller  is  the  exponent. 

The  Old  Arsenal  (Altes-Zeughaus), 
near  to  Baur's  Hotel,  contains  some 


ancient  armour ;  also  a  cross-bow, 
said  to  be  (?)  that  with  which  William 
Tell  shot  the  apple  from  his  son's 
head;  Zwingli's  oattle-axe.  A  sword 
of  William  Tell,  and  a  battle-axe 
borne  by  Ulric  Zwingli  at  the  battle 
of  Kappel  (R.  16),  are  of  very  doubt- 
ful authenticity:  though  the  ma- 
lice of  the  enemies  of-  Zwingli  may 
have  led  to  the  assertion  that  he  took 
active  part  in  the  fight,  it  is  believed 
that  he  assisted  his  countrymen  merely 
with  exhortations  and  consolations  of 
religion;— and  several  tattered  stand- 
ards, taken  by  the  Swiss  from  their 
enemies,  including  one  of  Charles  the 
Bold  of  Burgundy.  This  collection  is 
inferior  to  those  m  several  ^ther  Swiss 
cantons. 

In  1832-3  a  University  was  esta- 
blished at  Zurich,  and  many  profes- 
sors, expelled  from  other  countries 
for  their  political  opinions,  have  re- 
paired hitner  as  teachers.  As  yet 
the  number  of  students  is  not  ereaU 
The  building  of  the  suppressed  Au- 
gustine convent  has  been  appropriated 
to  its  use,  and  considerable  aclditicus 
to  it  have  been  made.  The  Library 
contains  many  original  MSS.  of  the 
early  reformers  ;  and  the  Mvacnm  of 
Natural  History  some  good  specimens 
of  Swiss  minerals  and  fossils,  together 
with  the  Herbarium  of  John  Gessner, 
and  a  zoological  collection. 

The  Federal  Polytechnical  School 
is  established  here.  There  were  60 
pupils  in  1835,  and  546  in  1862. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features 
about  Ziirich  is  its  Promenades  and 
points  of  view.  One  of  the  best  of 
them  is  an  elevated  mound,  once  form- 
ing part  of  the  ramparts,  and  called 
Cats^  Bastion  (Kutz),  now  included  in 
the  Botanical  Garden,  which  is  prettily 
laid  out  in  walks  and  shrubberies,  and 
opened  to  the  public  without  restric- 
tion, a  privilefi|e  not  abused  :  it  com- 
mands a  deli^tful  view  of  the  town, 
lake,  and  distant  Alps.  Nothing  can 
be  more  delightful  than  the  view  at 
sunset  from  this  point,  extending  over 
the  smiling  and  populous  shores  of 
the  beautiful  lake  to  the  distant  peaks 
and  glaciers  of  the  Alps  of  Glarus, 
Uri,  and  Schwytz,  tinged  with  the 
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most  delicate  pink  by  the  sinking 
rays.  The  most  prominent  and  in- 
teresting of  the  Alpine  peaks  seen 
from  this,  beginning  at  the  E.,  are  the 
Sentis  in  AppenzeU,  barely  visible; 
Glamisch,  Dodi,  Klariden  m  Glarus, 
Achsenbnrg,  Rossberg,  and  Uri  Roth- 
stock.  The  collection  of  ^/pth^P^nto, 
embracing  700  species,  well  deserves 
the  attention  of  botanists. 

The  Hohe  Promenade^  a  raised  ter- 
race, stretching  above  the  lake  from 
the  heights  £.  of  the  town,  also  com- 
mands a  good  view,  but  more  confined 
than  the  former. 

Environs,  a.  The  Gasthaus  Zw  Weid, 
]  hr.  walk  on  the  Baden  road,  com- 
mands a  m&gnificent  view  of  the  Alps, 
the  town,  and  the  vale  of  the  Limmat. 

6.  The  Uetliberg,  2792  ft.  5  m.  W.  of 
the  town,  one  of  the  Albis  range  com- 
mands a  complete  panorama,  and  is 
easily  accessible  in  1  h.  to  the  foot 
of  the  hill  and  another  hour  to  the 
top.  The  Inn  on  the  top  is  good  and 
contains  10  rooms;  it  is  visit^  for  the 
sake  of  the  view  at  sunrise,  but  should 
be  avoided  on  Saturday  evening,  when 
it  is  generally  crowded.  Pedestrians 
might  prefer  sleeping  there,  to  spend- 
ing an  idle  afternoon  in  Ziirich.  From 
the  Uetliberg  to  the  Albis  Inn  (Rte.  16) 
is  an  agreeable  walk  of  3  hrs. 

c.  On  the  triangular  piece  of  ground 
at  the  junction  of  the  Limmat  and  Sihl, 
N.  of  the  Rly.  Stat.,  planted  with  shady 
avenues,  is  a  simple  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Solomon  Gessner,  author 
of  « The  Death  of  Abel,'  who  was  a 
native  of  Ziirich. 

Ziirich  is  historically  remarkable  as 
the  place  where  the  Iteformation  first 
commenced  in  Switzerland,  under  the 
guidance  and  preaching  of  Ulric 
Zwingli,  in  1519.  It  had  already,  at 
an  earlier  period,  afforded  safe  and 
hospitable  shelter  to  Arnold  of  Brescia, 
when  driven  out  of  Italy  for  inveigh- 
ing against  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Pope.  It  was  the  asylum  of  many 
eminent  English  Protestants  banished 
by  the  persecutions  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary :  they  met  with  a 
friendly  reception  from  its  inhabitants 
during  their  exile.    The  first  entire 


English  version  of  the  Bible,  by  Miles 
Coverdale,  was  printed  here  in  1535. 

Ziirich  is  the  native  place  of  Ham- 
merlin  the  reformer;  of  Gessner  the 
poet,  and  Gessner  the  naturalist ;  of 
Lavater;  and  of  PestaloEzi  the  teacher. 

The  principal  Manufactures  are 
those  of  silk,  the  weaving  of  which 
occupies  many  thousands  m  the  town 
and  along  the  shores  of  the  lake. 
There  are  one  or  two  laree  cotton- 
factories.  The  Papierhof  is  a  large 
paper  mill,  1  m.  S.  of  the  city  on  the 
river  Sihl.  The  cotton  and  sUk  goods 
made  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  canton,  are  the 
object  of  an  extensive  commerce  with 
Germany  and  Italy,  and  compete  in 
price  with  English  goods.  Mr.Escher's 
large  manufactory  of  machinery  em- 
ploys 700  persons,  including  several 
English  overseers.  Most  of  the  iron 
steamers  plying  on  the  Swiss  lakes 
are  made  by  him,  and  boats,  engines 
and  all,  are  actually  carried  in  pieces 
by  carts  over  the  St.  Gothard  to  the 
Italian  lakes.  Many  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  Ziirich  nave  the  reputa- 
tion of  great  wealth,  without  much 
polish ;  hence  the  expression,  "  Gros- 
sier  comme  un  Zurichois."  Those  in- 
habitants, however,  with  whom  the 
traveller  comes  in  contact,  are  certainly 
more  polished,  and  ready  to  oblige, 
than  the  generality  of  German  Swiss. 

A    fine  Hospital  behind  the    new 

Eromenade,  an  Orphan  House  ( Waisen- 
aus),  an  Asylum  for  blind  and  deaf 
(Blinden  Institut),  and  a  stone  bridge 
over  the  river,  have  risen  up  within  a 
few  years. 

English  Service  on  Sundays  in  St. 
Ann's  Church. 

The  Museitm  Club  contains  a  capital 
reading-room,  where  Galignani,  The 
Times,  John  Bull,  Examiner,  Athe- 
nasum,  and  Literary  Gazette,  Quarterly 
and  Edinburgh  Reviews  are  taken  in ; 
besides  more  than  300  of  the  best 
Continental  journals.  Travellers  can 
be  introduced  for  a  few  days  by  a 
member.    Open  8-12  a.m.  and  2-6  p.m. 

Those  who  enter  Switzerlana  on 
this  side  will  do  well  to  provide  them- 
selves with  maps,  &c.,  here. 

Leuthold  (next  door  to  H.  Baur, 


Switzerland. 
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speaks  Enelish)  lias  a  good  collec- 
tion of  guide-books,  maps,  prints,  sta- 
tionerj,  &c  He  is  the  publisher  of 
an  excellent  map. 

Booksellers— ^eyer  and  ZeUer ;  Orell, 
FaessU&Co.;  Schahelitz. 

Kerezy  chemist,  in  the  Wein  Platz, 
makes  up  English  prescriptions. 

Furrer  is  well  recommended  as  a 
voitnrier  and  job-master. 

The  Post  Office  is  a  handsome  build- 
ing, faced  with  Doric  pillars,  near  the 
Frau-Miinster  Kirche,  opposite  H. 
Baur. 

Baths  in  the  lake  near  the  Bau- 
schanze,  the  parity  of  which  is  not  to 
be  surpassed. 

Railways — To  Basle;  terminus  on 
the  Schutzenplatz ;  to  Romanshom 
and  Schaffhausen  ;  to  St.  Gall  and 
Rorschach;  to  Colre;  to  Berne;  to 
Zug  and  Lucerne. 

Steamboats  go  many  times  a  day 
fh)m  Zurich  to  the  other  end  of  the  lake 
(Rapperschwyl)  and  also  to  Schme- 
rikon  and  back.  The  Rigi  top  may 
be  reached  from  Zurich  in  9  hr^.,  and 
Lucerne  in  7  hrs.,  taking  the  steam- 
boats to  Horgen,  and  afterwards  9cross 
the  lake  of  Zug  (Rte.  15);  but  the 
rlwy.  to  Zug  is  quicker. 


ROUTE  10. 

B0MAN8H0RN   TO  ZilRICH,  BY  WDTTERr 
THDR. — RAILWAY. 

Eng.  m. 


RoroanshorD. 

** 

WelnfeWen  Stat 

.     .     U 

Mttllhelm  Stat  . 

.     .     19 

Fraucnfeld  Stat. 

.     25 

Winterihur  Stat, 

.     .     35 

IValUaetlen  Stat 

.     .     44 

Orlikon  Sut      . 

.     .    48 

ZdrtchSUt.    . 

.     .    61 

Romanshom  THdtel  Bodan),  terminus 
of  the  N.E.  Rly.,  and  station  for  the 
steamers  from  Friedrichshafen,  Liu- 
dau,  and  Bregenz,— a  small  village  oi\ 
the  lake  of  Constance.  From  a  ch&teau 


on  the  heights  above  it  there  is  a  fine 
view  over  the  lake  (Rte.  8). 

Weinfelden,  celebrated  for  its  wines. 
The  council  of  the  canton  Thurgau 
sits  here. 

Mullheim. — A  wooden  tower  has 
been  erected  on  the  summit  of  ffohenm 
rain,  a  hill  near  this,  on  account  of 
the  extensive  view.    (See  p.  26.) 

Frauenfeld  —  ( Itms :  Krone,  best : 
Hirsch) — the  chief  town  of  the  canton 
Thurgovie  (Germ.  Thurgau),  has 
3956  Inhab.,  and  is  situated  on  the 
river  Murg,  which  sets  \J\  motion  the 
wheels  of  several  cotton,  dyeing,  and 
printing  mills.  It  is  a  mean  and  un- 
interesting little  place.  The  Castle, 
on  a  basement  of  rock  fronting  the 
Murg,  was  built  in  the  11th  century, 
by  one  of  the  vassals  of  the  Counts  of 
Kybvrg. 

On  a  hill  to  the  S.  of  th^  town 
stands  the  Capuchin  Convent,  founded 
in  1595,  now  occupied  by  only  7  or  a 
brothers. 

WitUerthur  Junot,  Stat,  (see  Rte.  9).. 

Zurich  (Rte.  9), 


ROUTE  12. 

ZURICH  TO  BERNE,  RAILWAY. 

Eng.  m. 
Ztlrich. 

Baden 16 

Aaraa 31 

Henogenbacbsee  .     •     •    .    6G 
Berne .80 

The  distance  is  about  80  m.  The 
road  is  very  circuitous:  as  far  as 
Olten  it  is  the  same  as  to  Basle 
(Rte.  6).  At  Olten  it  joins  the  Basle 
and  Berne  line  (Rte.  5).  The  "  fast 
train  "  takes  very  nearly  4  hrs.,  and 
most  of  the  othera  a  much  longer 
time. 

Berne  (Rte.  24). 


C  3 
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ROUTE  13. 

ZURICH  TO  RAGATZ,  BY  THE  LAKES  OP 
ZURICH  AND  WALLEN8TADT. — RAIL. 

Whole  distance,  6i  Eng.  m. 

Eng.  m. 
Zttricta. 

Rapperachwyl  (by  water)  alxnit  19 

Uznach  (by  road  or  rly.)  ,    „  9 

Wesen  (by  road  or  rly.)  .    „  11 

Walleitttadt  (by  rly.)      .    „  12 

Bagau  (by  road  or  rly.)  .    „  13 

Those  who  wish  to  enjoy  fine  sce- 
nery will  prefer  the  lakes  to  the  rly. 
The  steamer  on  the  Lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt  is  given  up,  but  travellers  in 
settled  weather  will  do  well  to  hire  a 
boat  at  Wesen  or  Wallenstadt,  taking 
the  rly.  again  to  prosecute  their 
journey  if  they  are  so  disposed.  Little 
will  be  lost  by  taking  the  rly.  be- 
tween Rapperschwyl  and  Wesen,  or 
between  Wallenstadt  and  Ra^tz. 

There  are  three  or  four  trains  daily 
each  way :  travellers  have  no  difficulty 
in  makine  the  journey  partly  by  water 
and  partly  by  rly.,  so  as  to  arrive  at 
their  journey  s  end  by  daylight. 

Steamboats  traverse  the  Lake  of 
Zurich,  to  and  fro,  many  times  a  day, 
in  2  to  2^  hours.  Steamer  also  once  a 
day  to  Schmerikon  and  back.  They 
zi^^zag  from  one  side  of  the  lake  to  the 
other,  to  take  in  and  let  out  passengers 
at  the  different  towns. 

[DiligenceSf  &c.,  at  Horgen  for  Zug 
and  Arth  on  the  way  to  the  Rigi 
(Rte.  16);  and  at  ^chterswyl  for  Ein- 
siedeln  and  Schwytz.] 

The  Lake  of  Zurich  has  no  pre- 
tensions to  grandeur  of  scenery;  that 
must  be  sought  for  on  the  silent  and 
savage  shores  of  the  lakes  of  Lucerne, 
Brienz,  and  W&llenstadt ;  but  it 
has  a  charm  peculiarly  its  own  — 
that  of  life  and  rich  cultivation.  Its 
borders  are  as  a  beehive,  teeming 
with  population,  and  are  embellished 
and  enlivened  at  every  step  by  the 
work  of  man.  The  hills  around  it 
are  less  than  3000  feet  above  the 
sea,  and  descend  in  gentle  slopes 
down  to  the  water's  edge  ;  wooded 
on  their  tops,  clad  with  vineyards, 


orchards,  and  gardens  on  their  slopes, 
and  carpeted  with  verdant  pastures, 
or  luxuriantly  waving;  crops  of  eraiii 
at  their  feet  But  the  prmcipal  fea- 
ture in  this  landscape  is  the  nuntiber 
of  human  habitations :  the  hills  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other  are  dotted 
with  white  houses,  villas  of  citizens, 
cottars,  and  farms,  while  along  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  and  on  the  high 
road,  they  gather  into  frequent  clusters 
around  a  church,  forming  villages 
and  towns  almost  without  number. 
Every  little  stream  descending  from 
the  nill  is  compelled  to  do  duty  by 
turning  some  mill ;  at  the  mouths 
of  the  valleys  enormous  factories  are 
erected,  and  thus  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  on  either  side,  have  the  appear- 
ance of  one  vast  and  almost  uninter- 
rupted village. 

The  effect  of  this  lively  foreground 
is  heightened  by  the  appearance  of 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Sentis,  Dodi, 
and  Glamisch,  which  are  seen  at 
different  points  peering  above  the 
nearer  hills.  The  charms  of  the 
Lake  of  Ziirich  inspired  the  Idylls  of 
Gessner:  they  are  celebrated  in  an 
ode  of  Klopstock,  and  in  the  prose 
of  Zimmerman.  The  lake  is  a  long 
and  narrow  strip  of  water,  about  26 
miles  in  length  from  Ziirich  to 
Schmerikon,  and  not  more  than  3 
broad  at  the  widest  part,  between 
Stiifa  and  Wadenschwyl.  The  princi- 
pal river  falling  into  it  is  the  Linth, 
which  issues  out  at  Ziirich,  under  the 
name  of  Limmat. 

Scarcely  any  of  the  villages  or 
towns  on  the  lake  are  remarkable, 
except  as  the  seats  of  flourishing  in- 
dustry. A  few  only  of  the  principal 
places  are  enumerated  below,  with 
their  distance  by  land  from  Ziirich. 
The  banks  are  distinguished  as  rt. 
and  1.,  in  reference  to  the  course  of 
the  Limmat 

L  The  high  ridge  rising  on  the  W. 
of  Ziirich,  and  bordering  the  lake  for 
more  than  12  miles,  is  the  Albis, 

rt  Kiismnchi — (^Irm:  Sonne) — a  vil- 
lage of  2114  Inhab. ;  not  to  be  con- 
founded with  its  namesake  on  the 
Lake  of  Lucerne,  famous  in  the  his- 
tory of  TelL 


Switzerland, 
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1.  BSschlikon:  behind  this  are  the 
hatha  of  Nydelbad,  with  a  bath-house 
c^ed  Belvoir,  340  ft.  above  the  lake. 

rt.  Meilen — (Thiw.'  Lowe  j  Sonne) 
— a  very  considerable  village  of  3036 
Inhab.,  chiefly  silk-weavers,  with  a 
Gothic  church,  built  1490-9.  In  the 
lake  opposite  Meilen  the  first  disco- 
very oi  those  ancient  lacustrine  dwell- 
ing-places, which  have  attracted  so 
muon  attention,  was  made  in  1854  bv 
M.  Ferdinand  Keller,  of  Zurich.  Their 
remains  consisted  of  hundreds  of 
wooden  piles,  of  weapons  of  stone 
and  of  bronze,  of  earthen  vases,  rudely 
woven  stuife,  and  bones  of  various 

L  Thalwyl-^Inn:  Adler.)  An  ele- 
gant church  has  been  built  on  a  ter- 
race, whence  there  is  a  lovely  panorama 
of  the  lake,  with  the  mounts  of  Ap- 
pensell  and  Glarus  in  the  background. 

Lavater  is  said  to  have  written  a 
portion  of  his  work  on  Physiognomy  at 
the  parsonage  of  the  village  of  Ober- 
Bieden,  about  3^  m.,  farther  on. 

L  Horgen — (Itms:  Meyerho^  good, 
pleasant  garden;  Lowe,  clean).  Here 
passengers  bound  for  Lucerne  or  the 
Rigi,  by  'way  of  Zug,  disembark  and 
cross  the  hills  (Rte.  15). 

L  WSden8chicyl~-{lnn:  Seehof,very 
fair>---a  pretty  village  of  4357  Inhab., 
containing  silk  factories.  Above  it 
stands  the  casUe,  formerly  residence 
of  the  bailiff  (oberamtman),  now 
private  property. 

1.  RichUrswyl—^Inn:  Drei  Konige). 
Here  is  one  of  the  largest  cotton  fac- 
tories on  the  borders  of  the  lake. 
The  village  is  built  on  the  boundary 
line  of  cantons  Zurich  and  Schwytz ; 
behind  it,  the  road  to  Einsiedeln 
ascends  the  hills.  The  pilgrims  bound 
to  that  celebrated  shrine  usually  dis- 
embark here.  (See  Rte.  72.)  Dilujenoes 
thither  in  the  morning,  on  arrival  of 
steamers  in  2^  hrs.,  and  afternoon  to 
Schwytz.  Zimmerman  resided  here 
as  ph  ysician,  and  in  his  work  on  *  Soli- 
tuoe  justly  praises  the  extreme 
beauty  of  RichterswvL 

rt.  Siafa—{Inns:  Krone;  Sterne) — 
an  industrious  village,  the  largest  on 
this  side  of  the  lake,  with  3500  Inhab., 
by  whom  much  silk  and  cotton  is 


woven.  Gothe  resided  here,  1797. 
The  extremity  of  the  lake  beyond  this 
lies  out  of  the  limits  of  the  canton 
Zurich.  It  has  been  calculated  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  on  each  of 
its  banks,  hence  to  the  town  of  Zurich, 
a  distance  of  16  miles,  is  not  less  than 
12,000. 

On  approaching  Rapperschwyl  and 
its  long  bridge,  the  pretty  little  isle 
of  Aufnau  becomes  a  conspicuous  fea- 
ture and  ornament  to  the  landscape. 
It  has  some  celebrity  as  the  retreat 
and  burial-place  of  Uiric  Von  Hutten, 
a  Franconian  knight,  the  friend  of 
Luther  and  Franz  of  Sickingen,  dis- 
tineuished  equally  for  his  talents 
and  chivalrous  bravery,  but  withal  a 
bit  of  a  roue.  His  satirical  writings 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  spread 
of  the  Reformation,  but  raised  up 
against  him  such  a  host  of  enemies 
that  he  was  forced  to  fly  from  the 
court  of  Charles  V.,  and  take  refuge 
from  their  persecution,  first,  with 
Franz  of  Sickingen,  and,  after  his 
death,  in  this  little  island.  Zwingli 
had  procured  for  him  an  asylum  here, 
in  the  house  of  the  curate,  where  he 
died  a  fortnight  after  his  arrival 
(1523),  at  the  age  of  36.  He  was 
buried  by  a  faithful  friend,  but  all 
record  of  the  spot  in  which  he  lies 
has  long  since  disappeared. 

The  Bridge  of  Rapperschryl  is  one 
of  the  longest  in  the  world :  it  ex- 
tends from  the  town  to  a  tongue  of 
land  on  the  opposite  side,  completely 
across  the  lake,  a  distance  of  4800 
ft,  or  more  than  ^  of  a  mile.  It  is 
only  12  fL  broad,  is  formed  of  loose 
planks  laid  (not  nailed)  upon  piers, 
and  is  unprovided  with  raihng  at  the 
sides,  BO  that  only  one  carriage  can 
safely  pass  at  a  time.  It  was  origin- 
ally constructed  by  Leopold  of  Aus- 
tria, 1358  :  the  existing  bridge  dates 
from  1819. 

A  small  stone  pier  has  been  thrown 
out  into  the  lake  at  Rapperschwyl,  a 
little  below  the  bridge,  outside  the 
gate  of  the  town,  to  receive  passengers 
and  merchandise  from  the  steam- 
boat. A  Federal  Arsenal  has  been 
built  here. 
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The  Railteay  runs  quite  away  from 
the  Zurich  Lake  by 

Wallisellen  Junct.  Stat,  where  the 
line  to  Winterthur  diverges  1.;  next 
by  Dubendorf  and  Nanikon,  following; 
the  Glatt  Thai,  a  valley  teeming  with 
manufacturing  industry ;  and  passing 

Uster  Stat,  and  Wetzikon  Stat,,  re- 
markable for  the  lacustrine  deposits 
found  in  the  neighbourhood,  espe- 
cially at  Robenhausen  by  the  small 
Ffamken  See.  Rude  structures  have 
been  found  6  ft.  below  a  layer  of 
peat»  and  with  them  bones  of  3  spe- 
cies of  urochs;  also  chamois,  bisons, 
beavers,  boars,  &c.,  with  remains  of 
apples,  pears,  and  cherries.  View  of 
Alps  of  Glarus,  near 

Bubikon  Stat.  1.  rises  the  Bachtel 
(3444  ft.  high),  with  an  Inn  on  its 
top.— Fi«r.  The  Rly.  does  not  ap- 
proach the  Lake  of  Zurich  until  near 

rt  Rapperschv^yl  Stat.  (Inns :  H. 
du  Cygne  (Huber's),  good  and  civil 
landlord  ;  I).  2  fr.  50  c,  D.  apart 
3  fr.,  B.  1  fr.  50  c,  Br.  1  fr.  ;— H. 
du  Lac  ;  —  Freihof,  in  the  town). 
This  is  a  very  picturesque  old 
town,  in  canton  St.  Gall  (2500  In- 
hab.),  still  partly  surrounded  by 
walls,  and  surmounted  by  an  Old 
CastU  (Der  Grafenburg).  The  Church 
contains  some  curious  sacred  vessels. 
Near  it,  from  the  terrace  called  Lin- 
denhof,  a  fine  view  is  obtained.  It  is . 
about  19  m.  from  Ziirich,  and  the  same 
distance  from  Wesen.  Roads  run  from 
hence  to  St.  Gall,  and  across  the  bridge 
to  Einsiedeln  (Rte.  72)  and  Glarus,  by 
Lachen  (Rte.  74). 

N.E.  of  Rapperschwyl  is  a  moun- 
tain called  the  Bachtel  (3674  ft.), 
with  a  small  inn  at  the  top,  which  is 
visited  for  the  sake  of  the  waters  at 
Gyrenbad  and  of  view — inferior  to 
that  from  the  Rigi,  yet  commanding 
an  extensive  panorama.  The  summit 
is  most  conveniently  reached  from  the 
Rati  Stat.  (Rte.  14)  in  about  2^  hrs. 
Mines  of  lignite  are  worked  at  Diim- 
ten  and  Kcepfnach  at  the  foot  of  the 
BachteL 

Schmerikon  Stat.  (Fnn:  Ross),  at  the 
E.  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  Ziirich. 
The  castle  of  Grynau,  on  the  rt., 
stands  on  the  Linth,  a  little  above  its 


entrance  into  the  lake.  Pedestrians 
will  find  the  towing-path  along 
the  Linth  canal  shorter  than  the 
carriage«road  from  Schmerikon  to 
Wesen. 

Uznach  Stai.  {Inn:  zum  Linth-hof, 
very  fair)  —  a  small  town  of  1203 
Inhab.,  on  an  eminence,  the  sum- 
mit of  which  is  occupied  by  a  small 
square  tower  of  the  ancient  castle 
and  by  that  of  the  church.  Diligence 
to  Lachen,  Einsiedeln,  Schwytz,  and 
Brunnen  on  the  Lake  of  Lucerne. 
There  are  mines  of  brown  coal  at 
Oberkirch,  about  a  mile  from  Umach, 
in  a  hill  1500  ft  high.  Near  Usnach 
is  an  immense  cotton-mJll,  driving* 
24,480  spindles,  and  having  100  win- 
dows on  each  side.  It  is  supplied 
with  water  from  a  mountain-torrent 
descending  immediately  behind  it. 

Soon  after  leaving  Uznach,  the  val- 
ley of  Glarus  opens  out  into  view, 
with  the  snowy  mountains  near  its 
head,  a  very  beautiful  prospect  Out 
of  this  valley  issues  the  nver  Linth^ 
an  impetuous  torrent,  fed  by  glaciers, 
and  carrying  down  with  it  vast  quan- 
tities of  debris,  which  had  accumu- 
lated to  such  an  extent  25  years  ago, 
that  its  channel  was  obstructed,  and 
its  bed  raised  many  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  lower  part  of  the  vaUey. 
From  this  cause  arose  repeated  and 
most  dangerous  inundations,  which 
covered  the  fertile  district  on  its  banks 
with  stone  and  rubbish,  and  converted 
the  meadows  into  a  stagnant  marsh. 
Nearly  the  entire  valley  between  the 
lakes  of  Ziirich  and  Wallenstadt  was 
reduced  to  a  desert,  and  its  inhabit- 
ants, thinned  in  numbers  by  annual 
fevers,  arising  ft^m  the  pestilential 
exhalations,  anandoned  the  spot.  The 
valley  of  the  Linth  was  relieved 
from  this  calamity  •  by  Mr.  Conrad 
Escher,  who  suggested  to  the  Diet,  in 
1807,  the  ingenious  plan  of  digging  a 
new  bed  for  the  waters  of  the  Linth, 
and  turning  it  into  the  lake  of  Wal- 
leQstadt,  in  whose  depths  it  might  de- 
posit the  sand  and  gravel  which  it 
brought  down,  without  doing  any 
damage.  He  at  the  same  time  pro- 
posed to  improve  the  issues  of  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  by  digging  a  na- 
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yigable  canal  from  it  to  the  lake  of 
Zurich,  8o  as  to  carry  off  the  waters 
of  the  Linth,  and  the  other  streams 
faUing  into  it,  and  cause  it  to  drain 
the  interreninff  valley,  instead  of  in- 
undating it.  This  important  and  use- 
ful public  work  was  completed  by 
Escher  in  1822,  and  has  been  attended 
with  perfect  success.  In  consequence 
of  it  the  valley  is  no  longer  sterile 
and  unwholesome,  and  the  high  road 
to  Wesen,  which  was  often  cut  off  and 
broken  up  by  inroads  of  the  river,  is 
now  earned  in  a  straight  line  along 
its  rt.  bank.  Immediately  opposite 
the  opening  of  the  valley  of  the  Linth, 
at  whose  extremity  the  mountains  of 
Glarus  now  appear  in  all  their  gran- 
deur, a  simple  Monumental  Tablet  of 
black  marble  has  been  let  into  the 
face  of  the  rock  by  the  roadside,  to 
the  memory  of  the  public-spirited 
citizen  who  conferred  this  great  bene- 
fit on  the  surrounding  country.  He 
earned  from  it,  in  aiddition  to  his 
name,  the  title  Von  der  Lintk,  the  only 
title  which  a  republic  could  properly 
confer,  and  of  which  his  descendants 
may  be  more  proud  than  of  that  of 
count  or  baron.  The  total  cost  was 
60,000/.  The  Linth  is  here  crossed 
by  a  bridge  called  Ziegelbriicke,  over 
Whksh  runs  the  road  to  Glarus.  (Kte. 
7i.)  Near  it  are  a  cotton  manu- 
factory and  an  establishment  for  the 
education  of  the  poor  of  the  canton 
Glarus.  It  is  called  the  Linth  Co- 
lony, because  it  owes  its  origin  to 
a  colony  of  40  poor  persons,  after- 
wards increased  to  180,  who  were 
brought  hither  by  charitable  indiri- 
dualsfrom  the  over-peopled  villages 
of  the  canton,  and  setted  on  this  spot, 
which  was  the  bed  of  the  linth  pre- 
vious to  Escher's  improvements,  in 
order  to  reclaim  it  by  removing  the 
stones  and  rubbish,  and  rendering  it 
fit  for  cultivation.  They  were  lodged, 
fed,  and  allowed  a  small  sum  for 
wages,  the  expense  being  defrayed  by 
snl^ription.  After  having,  by  these 
means  and  by  the  correction  of  the 
Linth,  described  above,  restored  the 
valley  to  a  state  fit  for  agriculture, 
and  having  been  saved  Uiemselves 
from  starvation,  in  a  season  of  scarcity. 


they  were  dismissed  to  seek  their  for- 
tunes with  some  few  savings  to  begin 
the  world;  and,  what  was  of  more 
im^rtance,  with  industrious  habits, 
which  they  had  learned  while  settled 
here.  In  the  school  which  now  re- 
places the  colony,  40  children  from 
6  to  12  are  taught,  and  teachers  are 
also  instructed. 

The  Railway  runs  by  the  side  of 
the  Linth  Canal. 

Ziegelbriicke  Stat. 

Weten  Junct.  Stat,  is  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  village  and  lake. 
Here  the  rly.  to  Glarus  branches  rt. 

Wesen  (^Inn:  rapee)  is  a  village 
of  about  500  Inhab.,  at  the  W.  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt, 
and  in  the  midst  of  scenery  of  great 
magnificence. 

The  ascent  of  the  Speer  is  made  in 
3^  hrs.  from  Wesen :  it  commands  a 
noble  view.  From  the  summit  the 
traveller  may  reach  Nesslau  in  the 
Toggenburg  (Rte.  71)  in  2^  hrs. 

There  is  an  interesting  pass  without 
any  difficulties  from  Wesen  toWUdhaus 
(Rte.  7 1 )  in  the  Toggenburg.  It  crosses 
the  ridee  between  the  Leistkamm  and 
the  Gulmen,  and  may  be  accomplished, 
including  the  ascent  of  the  Gulmen, 
in  7  or  8  hours*  walking.  [A  car- 
riage may  be  hired  from  Wesen  to 
the  Rigi  ty  way  of  Einsiedeln  (Rte. 
72).  The  road  turns  out  of  that  to 
Ziirich  at  the  Inn,  Zum  Escher  Linth, 
crosses  the  canal,  andproceeds  through 
a  pretty  country  by  Galgcnen  and  La- 
chen  (Ox,  a  good  inn),  where  it  falls 
into  the  route  from  llttpperschwyl.] 

LAKE  OF  WALLENSTADT. 

(More  properly  Wallensee.  48  ft, 
above  Lake  of  Zttrich.) 

The  Railway  is  carried  along  the 
S.  shore,  through  10  tunnels  lighted 
by  openings  cut  through  the  rock. 
The  1.  side  of  the  carriage  should  be 
taken. 

There  is  no  carriage-road  on  either 
side  of  the  lake. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  the 
Linth  canal,  the  only  outlet  for  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  was  a  small  stream 
called  the  Magg,  which  encountered 
the  Linth  after  a  course  of  about  2 
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miles^  and  was  arrested  by  the  d6bris 
and  stones  brought  down  by  that 
river,  so  that  not  only  were  its  waters 
often  dammed  up  behind,  but  the  sur- 
face of  the  hike  was  raised  several 
feet  above  its  ordinary  level,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  overflowed 
the  valley  both  above  and  below  it, 
and  laid  the  villages  of  Wallenstadt, 
at  the  one  end,  and  Wesen,  at  the 
other,  under  water  for  many  months 
during  the  spring.  By  Escher's  cor- 
rection of  the  course  of  the  Linth,  its 
waters  are  now  carried  into  the  lake, 
where  they  have  already  formed,  by 
their  deposit  of  mud  and  gravel,  a 
delta  nearly  half  a  mile  long.  Another 
canal,  deep  and  protected  at  the  side 
with  strong  dykes,  now  supplies  the 
place  of  the  Magg,  and  drains  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  into  thatof  Ziirich. 

The  lake  of  Wallenstadt  is  about 
12  miles  long  by  3  broad;  its  scenery 
is  gprand,  but  somewhat  wanting  in 
variety,  and  therefore  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne. 
Its  N.  shore  consists  of  colossal 
cliffs  of  lime  and  sandstone,  regu- 
larly stratified,  and  so  nearly  preci- 
pitous that  there  is  room  for  no  road, 
and  only  for  a  very  few  cottages  at  their 
base,  while  their  steep  surface,  almost 
destitute  of  verdure,  g^ves  to  tnis  lake 
a  savage  and  arid  character.  The  S. 
side  consists  of  more  gradually  sloping 
hills  covered  with  verdure  and  over- 
topped by  the  tall  bare  peaks  of  more 
distant  mountains.  Here  there  are 
several  ^-illages,  and  a  ver^  rough  and 
irregular  path  runs  along  it.  The  lake 
has  the  reputation  of  being  dangerous 
to  navigate,  on  account  of  sudden  tem- 
pests; but  in  this  respect  it  does  not 
differ  from  other  mountain  lakes.  In 
Jan.  1 851,  however,  the  steamer  was 
submerged  by  a  squall,  and  every  soul 
on  board,  14  in  all,  perished.  It  was 
fished  up  from  a  great  depth. 

The  precipices  along  tne  N.  bank 
vary  between  2000  and  3000  feet  in 
height,  and  the  stranger  is  usually 
surprised  to  learn  that  above  them 
are  situated  populous  villages  and  ex- 
tensive pastures  crowded  with  cattle. 
Such  a  one  is  the  village  of  Amden, 
containing  3000  Inhab.,  nearly  2500 


feet  above  the  lake,  with  a  church, 
gardens,  and  orchards.  It  is  ap- 
proached  by  one  narrow  and  steep 
path,  which  nuiy  be  traced  sloping^ 
upwards  from  Wesen  along  the  fiice 
of  the  mountain.  Several  waterfalls 
precipitate  themselves  over  this  wall 
of  rock,  or  descend,  by  cashes  or  rents 
in  its  sides,  into  the  lake;  but  they 
dwindle  into  insignificance  by  the  end 
of  summer,  and  add  no  beauty  to  the 
scene.  The  principal  ones  are  the 
Beyerbacb,  9(X) feetnigh (above whic^ 
lies  Amden),  and  the  ^erenbach,  1200 
feet  high. 

The  hamlet  of  St.  Quinten  is  the 
only  one  on  this  side  of  the  lake. 
At  the  mouths  of  the  streams  and 
gullies,  on  the  opposite  (S.)  side  there 
are  numerous  villages,  such  as  Terzen 
and  Quarten,  whose  names  clearly 
refer  to  the  ancient  milituy  occupa- 
tion of  this  district  by  the  Joomans. 

The  rl^.  on  quitting  Wesen  Stat., 
and  leavug  rt  the  line  to  Glarus, 
twice  crosses  the  Linth  Canal,  and 
is  then  carried  along  the  S.  side  of 
the  Wallenstadt  Lake,  whose  preci- 
pitous rock  sides  are  penetrated  by  9 
tunnels.  In  the  intervals  and  through 
the  embrasures,  grand  views  of  the 
lake.  The  very  heavy  outlay  that  must 
have  been  ineurred  for  this  portion  of 
the  line  has  not  as  yet  shortened  the 
journey  from  Zurich  to  Coire  by 
more  than  1  hr.,  as  there  is  a  continu- 
ous rly.  line  by  St  Gall  and  Ror- 
schach; but  if  Uie  projected  line  into 
Italy  by  the  Lukmanier  should  ever 
be  completed,  the  Wallenstadt  Bl^. 
will  become  a  link  in  the  main  chain 
of  communication  between  Italy  and 
the  N.  of  Europe.    At 

Miihlehom  btat  (Here  is  a  homely 
little  Inru)   A  boat  can  be  hired  here. 

Murg  Stat.,  at  the  mouth  of  a  small 
valley. 

Near  this  a  large  cotton-fiEu^tory 
has  been  built  Behind  it  rises  the 
mountain  Miirtschenstock.  Its  sum- 
mit, 7270  feet  high,  apparently  in- 
accessible, is  traversed  urough  and 
through  b^  a  cavern,  which,  though 
of  large  size,  looks  from  the  lake 
like    the    eye   of    a    bodkin.      The 
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liole  is  best  seen  when  abreast  of 
the  Tillage  of  Miihlehom;  by  those 
not  aware  of  the  ficict,  it  might  be 
mistaken  for  a  patch  of  snow.  This 
peak  is  said  to  oe  a  fiEtFourite  resort 
of  chamois. 

The  N.£.  extremity  of  the  lake  is 
bounded  by  the  7  picturesque  peaks  of 
the  Sieben  Churfirsten,  orlCunUrsten. 
At  their  feet  lies 

WaHenstadiStat.—Irmi:  M^le^'Ov^ 
near  the  lake,  tolerable ;  Hirsch  (Cerf. 
or  Poste) — a  scattered  township  of 
800  Inhab.;  nearly  \  m.  from  the  lake, 
of  which  it  commands  no  view.  The 
flats  of  the  valley  around  and  above  it 
are  marshy,  and  the  neighbourhood 
was  formerly  very  unhealtny,  so  long 
as  the  irregularities  of  the  iinth  ob- 
structed the  passage  of  the  waters  of 
the  lake.  Wallenstadt  is  a  dull  place, 
and  travellers  have  no  need  to  stop 
here. 

[A  steep  and  rugged  path  by  the 
side  of  the  Chiirfirsten,  commanding 
magnificent  views,  leads  over  the  Hin- 
terruckin  6  hrs.  to  Wildhaus  (Rte.  71), 
whence  Appenzell  may  be  reached  in 
another  day  (Rte.  68\l 

There  is  consideraole  beauty  in  the 
scenery  of  the  valley  of  the  See*. 
There  are  rich  iron-mmes,  interesting 
to  visit,  in  the  Gonzen  Mount  above 
Seez;  their  yearly  yield  is  60,000  cwt. 
As  die  ore  is  hematite,  everything  is 
reddened  that  belong  to  the  miners, 
even  their  cats.  A  good  climber  will 
enjoy  a  scramble  to  the  top  of  the 
Gonzen,  one  of  the  finest  panoramic 
views  of  the  Rigi  class.  A  ladder  of 
50  steps,  chained  against  the  face  of  a 
cliff,  has  to  be  surmounted. 

Mels  Stat.  {Inn:  *Krone).  The  rly. 
enters  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  near 

Sargans  Junct.  Stat,  some  way  from 

Sargans — {Inns:  Rossli  ;  Lowe),  a 
picturesque  old  town  of  723  Inhab., 
on  an  eminence  surmounted  by  a 
castle,  near  the  junction  of  the  roads 
from  St  Gall  and  ZUrich  to  Coire. 
It  stands  upon  the  watershed  di- 
viding the  streams  which  feed  the 
Rhine  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  lake  of  Wallenstadt ;  and  this 
natural  embankment  is  so  slight 
about  200  paces  across  and  less  than 


20  feet  high)  that,  as  the  deposits 
brought  down  by  the  Rhine  are  con- 
stancy raising  its  bed,  it  is  not  impos- 
sible, though  scarcely  probable,  that 
the  river  may  change  its  course,  re- 
linquish its  present  route  by  the  lake 
of  Constance,  and  take  a  shorter  cut 
by  the  lakes  of  Wallenstadt  and  Zii- 
nch.  It  was  calculated  by  Escher  von 
der  Linth,  from  actual  measurements, 
that  the  waters  of  the  Rhine  need  rise 
but  19^  feet  to  pass  into  the  lake  of 
Wallenstadt;  and  it  is,  indeed,  re- 
corded that  the  river,  swollen  by  long 
rains  in  1618,  was  prevented  taking 
this  direction  only  by  the  construction 
of  dams  along  its  banks.  Geologists 
argue,  from  the  identity  of  the  de- 
posits of  gravel  in  the  valley  of  the 
Upper  Rhine  with  those  in  the  vale 
orSoez,  that  the  river  actually  did 
pass  out  this  way  at  one  time.  The 
rly.  from  Zurich  by  Winterthur,  St. 
Gall,  and  Rorschach  falls  in  here. 

The  remainder  of  this  route  up  the 
valley  of  the  Rhine,  by 

JRagatz  Stat.  (Rte.  66)  to 

Coire  Termmust  is  described  in  Rte. 
66. 


ROUTE  15. 

ZfimCH  TO  LUCfEEKE  AND  THE  RIGI,*  BY 
ROBGEN,  ZUO,  AND  IMMEN8EE. 

Eng.  m.  hra.  mfn. 
ZflTlch. 
Horgen  (steamer) .  . 
Zug  (diligence)  .  . 
Immensee  (steamer)  . 
Kfissnacht  (diligence). 
Loceme  (steamer) 

35    s    7      0 
The  Rly.  from  Ziirich  to  Lucerne  is 
in  Rte.  16. 

This  is  a  very  pleasant  expedition 
in  fine  weather.  The  times  above  given 
are  those  actually  occupied,  including 
stoppages,  which  are  of  course  consi- 
derable. Passengers  can  book  through 
from  Zurich,  and  have  no  trouble  with 
their  luggage,  fare  7  fr.  40.  The 
steamers  are  so  arranged  as  to  meet 
*  See  Map,  p.  61. 
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the  diligences,  and,  what  with  hills 
and  stoppages,  a  tolerable  pedestrian 
can  cross  irom  Hoi^n  to  Zug,  and 
from  Immensee  to  iuissnacht,  as  fast 
as  the  diligence.  The  summit  of  the 
Rigi  may  be  reached  by  Immensee 
or  Arth  in  9  or  10  hrs.  n-om  Zurich. 
Those  bound  for  this  excursion  will 
do  well  to  leave  Zurich  by  the  first 
steamboat  in  the  morning,  so  as  not 
to  be  harried  in  the  ascent,  and  to 
find  rooms  at  Rigi  Kulm  HoteL  Those 
who  neglect  this  precaution  should 
use  the  telegraph  to  secure  rooms. 

J3brgen{Inns:  Meverhoff,  pleasantly 
situated;  Lowe).  Up  to  this  place  see 
Rte.  1 4.  Passengers  are  made  to  walk 
nearly  ^  m.  from  the  quay  to  the  dili- 
gence office:  those  who  mean  to  hire 
a  carriage  to  Zug  (12  or  14  fr.)  should 
send  up  for  one.  A  brown  coal  or 
lignite  is  found  here;  not  fit,  however, 
for  steam-boilers.  The  road  immedi- 
ately begins  to  ascend  by  a  series  of 
zigzags,  affording  fine  views  over  the 
lake;  and  from  a  spot  called  Bocke, 
about  i  m.  off  the  road,  a  still  finer 
view  is  obtained.  The  ascent  occu- 
pies full  l^hr.,  after  which  the  descent 
IS  at  once  commenced,  the  road  run- 
ning for  the  most  part  along  the  rt 
bank  of  the  Sihl,  crossing  it  at  the 
village  of 

Sihibriicke,  by  a  covered  bridge, 
which  conducts  from  canton  Ziirich 
into  canton  Zug.  [A  good  road  leads 
1.  from  Sihbrucke  (2|  hrs.  on  foot) 
to  Egeri  and  its  lake  (Rte.  72).  The 
new  watering-place  of  Schonbrunn 
is  halfway.  Sgeri  is  a  thriving  town, 
from  its  cotton  manufacture  and  em- 
broidery, (/hn:  Good  but  homely 
quarters  at  the  Wirthschaft  and  Brau- 
erei.)  The  Lake  of  Egeri  2383  ft,  is 
romantic  in  scenery.  Zug  may  be 
reached  from  Egeri  in  1^  hr.  by  fol- 
lowing the  river  that  issues  from  the 
lake  to  the  paper-mill;  then  crossing 
it  and  keeping  above  Allenwinden.j 
From  the  ridge  which  succeeds,  the 
Rigi  and  Pilatus  mountains  are  first 
seen. 

Baar  (numerous  inns),  an  extensive 
village  with  a  lar?e  cotton-mill.  [A 
path  through  the  forest  leads  direct  to 
ISchonbrunn.] 


Zug  (Inns:  Hirsch  (Cerf),  good; 
Lowe,  civil,  and  well  situated ; 
Couronne  ;  Bellevue)  —  capital  of 
canton  Zug,  in  size  the  smallest 
state  of  the  Confederation,  has  3323 
Inhab.,  and  is  prettily  situated  at 
the  N.E.  corner  of  the  lake.  It  has 
an  antiauated  look,  surrounded  by  its 
old  walls,  and,  being  without  trade, 
has  a  sUent  and  deserted  air.  Its  in- 
habitants, exclusively  Roman  Catho- 
lics, are  chiefly  occupied  with  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  The  rich  crops,  vine- 
yards, orchards,  and  gardens,  on  the 
Dorders  of  the  lake,  proclaim  a  soil 
not  ungrateful  to  the  cultivator. 

There  is  a  Capuchin  Convent  and  a 
Nunnery  here.  The  picture  by  Ca- 
racci  in  the  former,  mentioned  by  the 
guide-books,  is  none  of  his,  but  is  by 
an  inferior  artist,  Flamingo,  and  of  no 
great  merit 

There  are  some  old  arms  in  the 
Arsenal^  and  a  standard  taken  at 
Arbedo. 

The  C%.  of  St,  Michael^  a  little  way 
outside  of  the  town,  like  many  of 
the  churches  in  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic cantons,  has  a  curious  honehouse 
attached  to  it,  containing  many 
hundred  skulls,  each  inscribed  with 
the  name  of  its  owner.  It  is  the 
custom  for  the  relations  of  the  dead 
to  cause  their  skulls  to  be  taken  up, 
cleaned,  labelled  with  their  names 
and  date  of  birth  and  death,  and  then 
placed  in  the  bonehouse  t  The  church- 
yard in  which  it  stands  is  filled  with 
quaint  gilt  crosses  by  way  of  monu- 
ments, and  the  gpraves  are  planted 
with  flowers.  The  Cemetery  deserves 
a  visit;  the  display  of  armorial  bear- 
ings, coats,  and  crests,  even  on  the 
humblest  tomb,  is  remarkable. 

It  is  recorded  that  in  the  year  1435 
a  part  of  the  foundations  of  the  town, 
weakened  probably  by  an  attempt  to 
draw  off  part  of  the  water  of  the  take, 
gave  way,  whereby  two  streets,  built 
on  the  ground  nearest  the  water,  were 
broken  off  and  submerged  ;  26  houses 
were  destroyed,  and  45  human  beings 
perished  ;  among  them  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  town.  His  child,  an 
infant,  was  found  floating  in  his  cradle, 
on  the  surface  of  the  lake ;  he  was 
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rescaed,  and  afterwards  became  lan- 
dammann  of  the  canton. 

At  Felsenegg,  on  the  mountain 
above  the  town,  a  pension  has  been 
bnilt  by  the-proprietor  of  the  Belle- 
me  in  Zue.,  It  is  frequented  as  a 
watering-place;  j^nsion  4  to  5  fr. 
a  da^,  is  reached  in  1^  hr.  hy  a  good 
camage-ruad. 

BaHicay  to  Lucerne,  winding  round 
the  N.E.  and  N.  shores  ot  the  Lake 
of  Zug  (Rte.  16). 

Passengers  for  Arth  or  Immensee 
maj  proceed  either  hy  road  or  by 
sUamer»  Time  for  dinner  is  allowed 
to  those  who  have  come  by  dih'gence 
from  Horgen  before  the  starting  of 
the  steamers,  which  touch  first  at 
Immensee  and  then  at  Arth.  (Rte.  17.) 

An  exoeUent  road  to  Arth  winds 
round  the  base  of  the  Rossberg, 
famous  for  the  catastrophe  caused  by 
the  fall  of  a  portion  of  it.  (See  R.  1 7.) 
Kear  the  chapel  of  St.  Adrian  a  small 
monument  has  been  erected  on  the 
spot  where  the  arrow  is  supposed  to 
have  fallen  which  Henry  von  Hunen- 
berg  shot  out  of  the  Austrian  lines 
into  the  Swiss  camp,  before  the  battle 
of  Morg^rten,  bearing  the  warning 
words,  "Beware  of  Morgarten."  It 
was  in  consequence  of  this  that  the 
confederates  occupied  the  nosition  in- 
dicated, and  it  contributea  mainly  to 
their  victory  on  that  memorable  field. 
Morgarten  (Rte.  72)  lies  within  this 
canton,  about  14  m«  W.  of  Zug,  on  the 
lakeof  EgerL 

Arth  —  Inns !  Schwarzer  Adier 
(Black  Eagle),  good,  but  bad  smells ; 
Hotel  du  Rigi~a  village  of  2129  Inh., 
occupies  a  charming  position  on  the 
lake  of  Zug,  between  ^e  base  of  the 
Rigi  and  the  Rossberg.  There  is  a  Ca- 
puchin convent  here.  In  the  Treasury 
of  the  Church  some  interesting  curi- 
osities are  preserved,  including  an 
ancient  and  richly-worked  crucifix 
and  chalice  of  silver,  which  belong^ 
to  Charles  the  Bold,  and  were  left  by 
him  to  his  Swiss  conquerors  on  the 
field  of  Grandson,  besides  some  gaudy 
priests'  robes.  It  is  about  3  m.  by 
the  road  which  winds  along  the  base 
of  the  Rigi  to 
Immense^    Inn:  H.  du  Bigi,  com- 


fortable and  moderate.  Omnibus  to 
Kussnacht. 

The  Lake  of  Zug,  whose  surface  is 
1340  feet  above  the  sea,  is  8  m.  long, 
and  about  f  broad.  Its  banks  are  low, 
or  gently-sloping  hills,  except  on  the 
S.  side,  where  the  Rigi,  rising  ab- 
ruptly from  the  water's  edge,  presents 
its  precipices  towards  it,  forming  a 
feature  of  considerable  grandeur,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Pilatus  rising  be- 
hind it.  The  Efifi,  or  Ross-berg,  rising 
in  the  S.E,  comer,  is  also  lofty  and 
steep  ;  the  lake,  at  its  base,  is  not  less 
than  1200  ft.  deep. 

For  a  description  of  the  road  between 
Immensee  and  Lucerne  see  Rte.  17. 

ASCENT  OF  THE  RIGI. 

The  JSigi,  or  Righi  (Jtegina  Mon- 
tium  is  only  a  fanciful  derivation  of 
the  name),  a  mountain,  or  rather 
group  of  mountains,  rising  between 
the  lakes  of  Zug  and  Lucerne,  owes 
its  celebrity  not  to  its  height,  for  it  is 
only  5905  ft.  above  the  sea,  or  3537 
ft.  above  the  Lake  of  Zug,  but  to  its 
isolated  situation;  which  converts  it 
into  a  natural  observatory.  It  has  also 
the  advantage  of  being  very  accessible ; 
no  less  than  6  mule-paths  lead  up  to 
the  summit,  so  that  it  is  daily  resorted 
to  in  summer  by  hundreds  of  travellers 
of  all  countries  and  ages,  and  of  both 
sexes.  The  upper  part  of  the  moun- 
tain is  composed,  like  the  Rossberg, 
of  the  brecciated  rock  called  Nagel- 
fiue.  Externallv,  the  entire  summit 
is  clothed  witn  verdant  pastures, 
which  support  more  than  3000  head 
of  cattle  in  summer,  and  the  middle 
and  lower  region  are  girt  round  with 
forests. 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  at- 
mosphere at  high  elevations,  travel- 
lers should  prepare  themselves  for 
disappointment,  since  the  trouble  of 
an  ascent  is  often  repaid  with  clouds 
and  impenetrable  mist,  instead  of  a 
fine  sunrise  and  extensive  prospect. 
He  is  wise,  therefore,  who,  in  fine 
weather,  manages  to  reach  the  summit 
before  the  sun  goes  down — he,  at  least, 
has  two  chances  of  a  view.  It  not 
unfrequently  happens,  however,  that 
the  traveller  who  has  commenced  the 
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ascent  in  sunshine  and  under  a  clear 
sky  is  overtaken  by  clouds  and  storms 
before  he  reaches  the  top. 

Horses  and  Guides, 
There  are  5  principal  bridle-paths 
to  the  top  of  the  Rigi : — 
cu  from  Goldau  or  Arth. 

b.  from  Immensee. 

c.  from  Kussnacht. 

d.  from  Weggis  or  Fitznau. 

e.  from  Gersau. 

The  summit  may  be  reached  in  10 
hrs.  from  Zurich  by  Immensee  or 
Goldau,  and  in  4  or  5  hrs.  from 
Lucerne  by  Kiissnacht  (Rte.  17)  or 
Weggis.  At  all  these  places,  and  at 
most  of  the  villages  round  the  moun- 
tain, horses,  guides,  and  porters  may 
be  procured  at  prices  regulated  by 
tariE 

The  usual  charge  for  a  horse  is  10  fr. 
to  the  top  (including  toll  for  road),  and 
6  to  return  next  day  by  the  same  road; 
7^  by  a  different  road  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mountain,  with  a  orink- 
mone  V  of  1  fr.  or  2  fr.  a-day  to  the  boy 
who  leads  the  horses.  A  porter,  to 
carry  baggage,  6  fr.  and  3  to  return. 
A  horse  may  be  hired  for  6  fr.  up  to 
the  convent  of  Maria  sum  Schnee, 
below  which  is  the  steepest  part  of 
the  ascent.  CJtaises  h  porteur  mav  be 
procured  for  ladies  who  do  not  like  to 
ride  or  walk,  and  each  bearer  receives 
6  fr.  up  or  9  fr.  up  and  down.  At 
Weggis  and  elsewhere  a  boy  to  show 
the  path,  who  will  carry  a  light  knap- 
sack, maybe  hired  for  1^  or  2  fr.  In  the 
height  of  summer,  when  the  concourse 
of  visitors  is  immense,  those  who  are 
anxious  may  send  up  a  telegraphic  de- 
spatch from  Ziirich  or  Lucerne  (charge 
1  fr.)  to  secure  beds  at  the  lUgi-kulm 
inn,  and  for  a  franc  extra,  before  start- 
ting,  you  may  ascertain  the  number  of 
the  room  secured  for  you.  The  pedes- 
trian, anless  he  desire  to  be  relieved  of 
his  baggaee,  has  not  much  need  of  a 
guide,  as  the  paths  are  most  distinctly 
marked,  and  are  traversed  by  so  many 
persons  that  he  can  scarcely  miss  his 
way.  To  those  who  ride  on  horse- 
back, the  man  who  leads  the  horse 
will  serve  as  guide. 


a.  Ascent  f rem  CMdaUf  or  Arth, 

hrs.  min. 
Goldaa,  or  Arth 

Unter  Dfichll  .     ...     1        0 
Maria  zuin  Schnee    •     .    0      60 

Staffel 0      45 

Kulm 0      40 

Goldau  (Rte.  17)  may  be  reached 
from  Arth  in  20  min.  by  omnibus.  It  is 
generally  preferred  as  a  starting-point, 
and  all  tilings  considered  it  is  the 
best,  because  the  ascent  from  Arth, 
before  it  Joins  the  Goldau  track,  is 
steeper  and  more  difficult  for  horses. 
There  is  an  advantage  in  ascending 
the  Rigi  frx)m  this  side,  because  the 
path  runs  along  a  deep  gully  in  the 
interior  of  the  mountam,  the  sides  of 
which  protect  the  traveller  from  the 
afternoon  sun  (a  thing  of  importance \ 
and  shut  out  all  view  until  the  summit 
is  reached,  where  it  bursts  at  once  upon 
the  sight:  the  other  paths  wind  round 
the  exterior  of  the  mountain. 

From  Goldau  the  path  strikes  at 
once  from  the  inn  of  the  Cheval  Blanc 
up  the  side  of  the  mountain;  at  first 
across  fields  strewn  with  blocks  from 
the  Rossberg,  which,  by  the  force 
acquired  in  their  descent  down  one 
side  of  the  valley,  were  actually  car- 
ried up  the  opposite  slope. 

Near  a  small  public-house,  called 
Unter  Dachliy  where  the  guides  usually 
stop  to  give  breath  to  their  animals 
and  a  ?las8  of  schnaps  to  themselves, 
the  patn  was  very  steep,  but  has  lately 
been  improved. 

This  18  a  good  point  for  surveying 
the  fall  of  the  Rossberg  in  the  vale 
of  Goldau  below.  The  long  train  of 
rubbish  thrown  down  by  that  convuU 
sion  can  be  traced  stretching  across 
to  the  lake  of  Ldwertz,  which  it  partly 
filled  up  (see  Rte.  17).  The  steep 
footpath  from  Arth  £&lls  into  our  road 
here.  Here  begin  "  the  Stations,"  a 
series  of  13  rude  pictures  fastened 
upon  poles,  each  representing  an 
event  in  our  Lord's  jPassion,  which 
lead  up  to  the  pilgrimage  ch.  Mary- 
of-the-Snow  or  KKfsterli,  At  the 
chapel  of  Malchus,  containing  the 
Bearing  of  the  Cross,  the  path  from 
Lowertz  falls  into  'our  route,  and  soon 
afterwards  there  is  a  steep  path  on 
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the  rL  leading  towards  the  Culm, 
bat  avoiding'  Maria  zum  Schnee  and 
the  Staffel.  Pedestrians  sometimes  go 
that  way,  but  the  track  is  ill-marked 
and  the  gpround  so  rough  that  it  is 
merally  found  to  take  more  time 
Uian  the  regular  path. 

Maria  zvm  Schnee  is  a  little  ch.  much 
frequented  by  pilgrims,  especially  on 
the  5th  of  August,  on  account  of  the 
indulgences  granted  by  the  Pope  at 
the  end  of  the  17th  century  to  alt  who 
make  this  pious  journey.  Adjoining  it 
is  a  small  fioepice,  klosterli,  inhabited 
all  the  year  by  3  or  4  Capuchin  bro- 
thers, who  do  the  duty  of  the  church, 
being  deputed  by  the  fraternity  at 
Arth  on  this  service.  The  church  is 
surrounded  by  a  group  of  inns  and  pen- 
sions, the  best  of  which  (the  Sonne  and 
Schxcerdt)  are  sometimes  resorted  to 
by  invalids,  who  repair  hither  to  drink 
eoat*s  whey,  and  might  even  a£ford  a 
homely  lo<^ng  to  travellers  benighted 
or  unable  to  find  room  in  the  two  inns 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain:  the  others 
are  public-houses,  chiefly  occupied  by 
pilgrims.  A  very  steep  roaa  and  a 
very  long  half-nour's  walking,  up 
sloping  meadows,  brings  the  tra- 
veller to  the  inn  called  Rigi-Staffel. 
(See  p.  45.) 

The  ascent  from  Arth  is  by  a  steep 
path  which  falls  into  the  Gofdau  path 
in  about  an  hour,  as  above  mentioned. 

b.  Ascent  f rem  Immensee,  . 
This  track  is  rather  less  steep,  and 

about  a  mile  longer,  than  that  from 
Arth  or  Goldau;  but  as  it  lies  in  great 
part  along  a  projecting  rids^  or  spur 
of  the  mountain,  it  Is  mu^  exposed 
to  the  afternoon  sun,  and  therefore 
very  hot.  Those  who  have  not  dined 
at  tne  inn  at  Immensee  may  find  good 
bread,  milk,  butter,  &c.,  at  a  neat 
chalet  below  the  steeper  part  of  the 
ascent.  About  half  way  up  this  joins 
the  path  from  Kussnacht. 

c.  Ascent  from  KUssnachi, 
Kussnacht  is  reached   by  steamer 

from  Lucerne,  and  the  ascent  reauires 
3  hrs.  to  mount,  2^  to  descend.  A 
mule-path,  as  long  as  that  from  Goldau, 
and  in  some  places  more  steep.   A  toll 


is  paid  on  this  road  for  mules.  By  a 
detour  of  ^  an  hour,  Tell's  Chapel  (see 
Bte.  17)  may  be  visited  in  going  or 
returning.  Leaving  Kiissnacht  and 
passing  on  the  L  the  ruins  of  Gessler's 
Castle  (Rte.  17),  the  path  is  carried 
in  zigzags  up  the  steepest  part  of  the 
mountain,  through  forests,  and  across 
the  pastures  called  Seeboden.  The 
lake  of  Lucerne  is  in  sight  almost  the 
whole  way.  The  horse-path  emerges  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  Staffel . 
inn,  but  a  steep  foot-path  strikes  off 
to  the  1.  some  distance  below,  and 
leads  direct  to  the  very  top. 

d.  Ascent  from  Weggis. 

hn.  min. 
Weggis. 
Heillgenkretite.     ...     1      0 

KAlibad 1      0 

btaffel 0    40 

Kulm 0    40 

It  is  best  to  descend  from  the  Bigi 
top  to  WeggiSf  and  there  take  the 
steamer. 

Weggis.  Inns:  Eintracht  (Con- 
cordia); Lowe  (Lion) — a  small  village 
on  a  uttle  ledge  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rigi,  on  the  lake  of  the  Foiur  Can- 
tons, is  the  spot  where  those  who 
approach  the  Bigi  by  water,  from 
Lucerne,  land.  It  supports  more  than 
40  horses,  and  glides  in  cori*esponding 
numbers.  The  steamer  to  and  from 
Lucerne  and  Flilelen  touches  here  6 
times  daily  (^  hr.).  A  bad  path, 
winding  round  the  foot  of  the  Bigi, 
connects  Weggis  with  Kussnacht;  but 
the  chief  conmiunication  is  carried  on 
by  water. 

The  mule-path  up  the  Bigi  from 
Weggis  is  steeper  than  the  three 
prec^ng:  3f  hrs.  up;  2^  down.  It 
strikes  up  the  mountain  immediately 
opposite  the  landing-place,  and  keep- 
ing to  the  rt.  winds  along  the  outside 
of  the  mountain,  in  constant  view  of 
the  lake,  passing,  first,  the  little  chapel 
of  Heiligonkreutz  (Holy  Cross),  and 
then  leading  up  to  a  singular  natural 
arch  (called  Hochstein,  or  Felsenthor), 
formed  by  2  vast  detached  blocks  of 
nagelflue  (pudding-stone),  holding  sus- 
pended a  third,  beneath  which  the  path 
IS  carried.  These  broken  fragments 
serve  to  illustrate  the  tendency  which 
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this  rock  has  to  cleave  and  split,  and 
to  this  cause  may  be  attributed  a  sin* 
gular  torrent  of  mud,  which,  in  the  vear 
1795,  descended  from  the  flank  or  the 
Bigi  upon  the  village  of  Weggia,  de- 
stroying 30  houses  and  bunring  nearly 
60  acres  of  good  land.  It  advanced 
slowly,  like  a  lava-current,  taking  a 
fortnight  to  reach  the  lake,  so  mat 
the  Inhabitants  had  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.  It  is  supposed  to 
•  have  been  produced  by  springs,  or 
rain-water,  percolating  the  cracks  of 
the  naeelflue,  and  converting  the 
layer  of  clay,  which  separates  it  from 
the  beds  beneath  it,  into  soft  mud. 
Had  there  been  any  great  fracture  in 
the  nagelflue,  it  is  probable  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  mountain  would 
have  given  way'  and  slipped  down 
into  the  lake,  since  the  strata  of  the 
Eigi  slope  at  a  very  steep  anele. 
Had  this  been  the  case,  a  catastrophe, 
similar  to  that  of  the  Bossberg,  might 
have  ensued.  As  it  was,  the  softened 
clay  was  squeezed  out  by  the  weight 
of  the  superincumbent  mass  of  the 
mountain,  and  formed  this  deluge  of 
mud,  traces  of  which  are  still  visible 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain. 

A  little  beyond  the  arch  the  path 
begins  to  turn  to  the  1.  or  N.,  and  tnen, 
at  the  point  where  the  branch-path 
diverges  to  Klosterli,  comes  to  the  Cold 
Bath  (kaltes  Bad),  where  a  source 
of  very  pure  cold  water,  41°  Fahr., 
issuing  out  of  the  rock,  supplies  the 
bathing  establishment  of 

BigiKaltbad,  ^121  ft.  (3310  ft.  above 
Lake  of  Lucerne),  a  handsome,  well- 
furnished  HoUlf  affording  every  com- 
fort and  accommodation  for  140 
ffuests;  house  well  warmed;  table- 
d*hdte,and  good  cook;  a  fine  healthy 
situation,  overlooking  the  lake,  and 
sheltered  from  the  N.  and  W.  (break- 
fast at  8,  dinner  at  12,  tea  at  4,  supper 
at  8).  Beading-room.  Baths  and 
whey.  Post  to  and  from  Lucerne 
daily.  Telegpraph  stat.  The  season 
is  from  June  to  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember. The  society  is  chiefly  Ger- 
man, and  good.  Walks  to  the  Kan- 
zeli,  fronting  Pilatus  (10  min.),  and  on 
to  the  Bothstock,  grand  sunset  view, 
1|  h.;  to  the  Kulm,  1  hr.;   to  Klos- 


terli, I  hr.;  to  the  Dossen,  1^  hr. ;  to 
Bigi  Scheideck,  2  hrs.;  to  the  Sta- 
lactite Caves  on  the  road  to  Fltznau, 

1  hr.;  to  Weggis,  1)  hr.;   to  Arth, 

2  hrs. 

It  was  once  the  custom  for  pati- 
ents at  the  Kaitbad  to  lie  down  in  the 
bath  with  their  clothes  on,  and  after- 
wards to  walk  about  in  the  sun  until 
they  dried  on  the  back;  but  this 
method  is  no  longer  regarded  as 
essential  to  effect  a  cure.  Close  to 
the  cold-bath  is  a  little  chapel  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin,  to  which  pilgrims 
repair,  and  in  which  mass  is  daily  said 
for  the  shepherds  on  the  Bigi. 

The  Spring  is  called  the  Sisters* 
JFbuntatn,  from  a  tradition  that  3  fair 
sisters  sought  refuge  here  from  the 
pursuit  of  a  wick^  and  tyrannical 
Austrian  bailiff,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  amidst  the  clefts 
of  the  rocks  in  the  exercise  of  piety. 

The  path,  after  leaving  the  Ealtbad, 
keeps  a  N.W.  direction  till  it  reaches 
the  S.W.  angle  of  the  mountain,  leav- 
ing on  the  left  of  the  path  some  pro- 
jecting spurs,  which  furnish  admirable 
points  01  view,  in  some  respects  supe- 
rior to  that  from  the  summit.  Then 
turning  N.E.  across  pastures,  the  path 
reaches  the  Staffcl  (see  below). 

Whatever  route  may  be  chosen  for 
the  ascent,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  descent  should  be  made  to  Weg- 
gis. The  varied  and  exquisite  views 
of  the'  Lake  of  Lucerne  and  the  oppo- 
site ranges  of  Uri  and  Unterwalden 
are  often  found  to  leave  a  more  per- 
manent impression  than  the  panorama 
from  the  summit. 

e.  Ascent  from  Oersau, 
(Bte.  18.)  4^  hrs. 

Crossing  the  meadows,  and  by  a  cas- 
cade of  the  Boehrlibach,  and  amongst 
huge  blocks  of  fallen  rock,  the  little 
inn  of  Unter  Geschwand  is  reached 
(1 J  hr.).  After  passing  the  chapel  of 
St.  Joseph,  and  taking  care  to  keep 
to  the  1.,  the  baths  and  hotel  are 
reached  of 

Rigi  Scheideckf  which  accommodates 
1 50  visitors.  Magnificent  view,  partly 
differing  from  that  from  the  kulm. 
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Many  pleasant  walks.  The  Scheideck 
is  3  hrs.  from  Gersaa,  and  thence  in 
1  hr.  Maria  zum  Schnee,  on  the  Gol- 
dau  track,  is  reached.   . 

There  are  several  other  paths  up 
the  Rig^  more  or  less  fit  for  horses; 
one  of  the  most  interesting  is  that  to 
FiUnau,  From  the  Staffelhaus  this 
path  divei^  1.,  passing  a  water&ll, 
behind  which  is  a  cavern,  the  vesti* 
bule  of  which  is  100  ft.  deep,  and  it 
is  said  to  lead  to  others  penetrating 
through  the  mountain.  In  £*itsnan  on 
the  take  of  Lucerne  is  a  neat  little 
Inn,  The  daughters  of  the  house 
are  good  singers.  Thence  by  boat  in 
1  hr.  to  Buochs.  Another  way  is 
from  Lowerts  (Rte.  17). 

SttmmH  of  the  Rigu 

An  the  principal  paths  oonvei^ 
and  unite  in  front  of  the  Staffelhaus^ 
a  tolerable  inn,  cheaper  than  the  Kulm^ 
perhaps,  but  kept  by  the  same  family. 
It  is  ^  an  hour's  walls  below  the  Kulm, 
and  it  is  a  bad  plan  to  stop  short  of 
it,  since  those  wno  rest  here  must  get 
up  half  an  hour  earlier  next  morning 
if^they  wish  to  catch  the  sunrise  from 
the  top. 

The  Kulm^  or  culminating  point  of  the 
Rigi,  is  an  irregular  space  of  ground 
of  some  extent,  destitute  of  trees,  but 
covered  with  turf.  A  few  feet  from  the 
top  stands  the  Inn,  a  group  of  large 
building^  affording  eo^  accommoda- 
tion, considering  the  height,  which  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  most  elevated  moun- 
tain in  Britain,  being  5676  ft.  above  the 
sea  level,  and  4270  ft  above  the  Lake 
of  Lucerne.  An  enormous  building 
was  added  in  1857,  containing  a  vast 
saUe-^-maneer,  and  many  other  rooms. 
Unfortunately  it  is  so  near  the  top, 
and  so  hi^h,  as  partially  to  interfere 
with  the  view.  Charges:  tea  or  break- 
fiwt,  \\  F.  fr. ;  supper  (}  hr.  after  sun- 
get\  without  wme,  4  fr. ;  bedroom, 
S  fr.;  servants,  1  fr.  About  20,000 
persons  are  said  to  visit  this  hotel  in  a 
year!  The  arrangements  are  generally 
good,  but  complaints  of  inattention 
and  incivility  are  sometimes  made. 
It  is  fair  to  remember  that  the  constant 
pressure  ,of  a  crowd  of  hungry  and 
impatient   guests   must   try  to    the 


very  utmost  the  patience  and  activity 
of  the  entire  household.  Travellers  not 
on  foot  should  bring  cloaks  with  them, 
as  the  cold  is  often  intense;  and  the 
thermometer  marking  76^  in  Lucerne 
at  midday,  was  37°  on  the  Rigi  at  sun- 
set, and  81°  at  sunrise.  The  house  is 
wanned  with  stoves  even  in  summer. 
The  following  notice  is  hung  up  in 
every  room  : — •*  On  avertit  MM.  les 
Strangers  qu'il  est  defendu  de  prendre 
les  couvertures  de  lit  pour  sortir  au 
sommet;"  a  threat  which  seems  more 
likely  to  have  suggested  than  pre- 
vented the  commission  of  so  oomtort- 
able  an  offence.  In  1855  the  landlord 
paid  for  a  piece  of  ground  on  which 
the  new  building  stands  (96  ft.  by 
55  ft.\  BO  less  than  54,000  fr.,  or 
more  than  2000iL  to  the  canton. 

During  the  height  of  summer, 
when  travellers  are  most  numerous, 
the  Kulm  inn  is  crammed  to  over- 
flowing every  evening;  numbers  are 
turned  away  from  the  doors,  and  it 
is  not  easy  to  procure  beds,  food,  or 
even  attention.  In  the  evening  the 
guests  are  collected  at  a  table-d'hote 
supper;  after  which  most  persons  are 
glaa  to  repair  to  rest  It  takes  some 
time,  however,  before  the  hubbub 
of  voices  and  the  trampling  of  feet 
subside ;  and,  not  unnrequently,  a 
few  roystering  German  students  pro- 
long tneir  potations  and  noise  far 
into  the  night  The  beds,  besides, 
are  not  very  inviting  to  repose;  and 
are  often  damp,  though  of  the  thou- 
sands who  annually  visit  the  Rigi 
none  ever  appear  to  suffer  from  it. 
Whether  the  inmate  have  slept  or 
not,  he,  together  with  the  whole 
household,  is  roused  about  an  hour 
before  sunrise  by  the  gating  sounds 
of  a  long  wooaen  horn,  which  is 
played  until  every  particle  of  sleep  is 
dispelled  from  the  household.  Then 
commences  a  general  stir  and  com-> 
motion,  and  everybody  hastens  out 
with  shivering  limbs  and  half-open 
eyes  to  gasse  at  the  elorious  prospect 
of  a  sunrise  from  the  Rigi.  Fortu-* 
nate  are  they  for  whom  the  view  is 
not  marred  by  clouds  and  rain,  a 
very  common  occurrence,  as  the  leaves 
of  the  Album  kept  in  the  ion  wiU 
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testify.  Indeed  the  following  rerses 
describe  the  fate  of  a  large  majority 
of  those  who  make  this  expedition: — 

Nine  weary  uphill  miles  we  «ped. 

The  setting  son  to  see ; 
S«|lky  and  grim  he  went  to  bed, 

Solky  and  grim  went  we. 

Seven  sleepless  houxa  we  tossed,  and  then, 

The  rising  sun  to  see. 
Sulky  and  grim  we  rose  again. 

Sulky  and  grim  roee  he. 

Long  before  dawn  an  assemblage 
of  between  200  and  300  persons  is 
often  collected  on  the  Rigi  Culm, 
awaiting  the  sunrise,  to  enjoy  this 
prospect  in  the  cold.    A 


flare  of  light  in  the  E.,  which  gra- 
ually  dims  the  flickering  of  the  stars, 
is  the  first  token  of  the  momine; 
it  soon  becomes  a  streak  of  gold 
along  the  horizon,  and  is  reflected 
in  a  pale  pink  tint  upon  the  snows  of 
the  ^mese  Alps.  Summit  after 
summit  slowly  catches  the  same  golden 
hue;  the  dark  space  between  the 
horizon  and  the  Rigi  is  next  illumi- 
nated ;  forests,  lakes,  hills,  rivers,  towns 
and  villages,  gradually  become  re- 
vealed, but  look  cold  and  indistinct 
until  the  red  orb  surmounts  the  moun- 
tain top,  and  darts  his  beams  across 
the  landscape.  The  shadows  are  then 
rolled  back,  as  it  were,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  whole  scene  around  is 
glowing  in  sunshine.  The  view  is 
best  seen  during  the  quarter  of  an 
hour  preceding  and  following  the 
first  appearance  of  the  sun;  after 
that  the  mists  begin  to  curl  up,  and 
usually  shroud  parts  of  it  firom  the  eve. 
The  most  striking  portion  of  tnis 
wonderful  panorama,  which  is  said  to 
extend  over  a  circumference  of  300 
m.,  is  undoubtedly  the  lakes  of  Lu- 
cerne and  Zug;  the  branching  arms 
of  the  former  extend  in  so  many  differ- 
ent directions  as  to  bewilder  one  at 
first,  and  both  lave  the  base  of  the 
mountain  so  closely  that  the  spectator 
might  fancy  himself  suspended  in  the 
air  above  them,  as  in  a  balloon,  and 
think,  by  one  step  from  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  to  plunge  into  them. 
The  peculiar  g^eemsh  mue  tint  which 
sheets  of  water  assume  when  seen  firom 
»  height  has  also  something  exceed- 


ingly beautiful  Eight  other  lakes 
may  be  seen  from  the  Rigi,  but  they 
are  so  small  and  distant  as  to  "  look 
like  pools  ;  some  almost  like  water 
spilt  upon  the  earth." 

On  th€  N.  side  the  eye  looks  down 
into  the  lake  of  Zug,  and  the  streets 
of  Arth ;  at  the  end  of  the  lake  the 
town  of  Zug,  and  behind  it  the  spire 
of  the  Ch.  of  Kappel,  where  Zwingli, 
the  Reformer,  fell  in  battle.  Tliis  is 
backed  by  the  chain  of  the  Albis,  and 
through  gaps  in  its  ridge  may  be  dis- 
cerned a  few  of  the  houses  of  the  town 
of  Ziirich,  and  two  little  bits  of  its 
lake.  Over  the  1.  shoulder  of  the 
Rossberg  a  peep  is  obtained  into  the 
lake  of  Egeri,  on  whose  shores  the 
3wiss  gained  the  victory  of  Morgarten. 
The  N.  horizon  is  bounded  by  the 
range  of  the  Black  Forest  hills. 

ITie  prospect  on  the  W,  is  more  open- 
and  map-like,  and  therefore  less  inte- 
resting. Close  under  the  Rigi  lie 
Tell's  chapel,  on  the  spot  where  he 
shot  Gessler,  and  the  village  and  bay 
of  Kiissnacht  Farther  off,  nearly  the 
whole  canton  of  Lucerne  expands  to 
view; — ^the  Reuss  windingthrou|;h  the 
midst  of  it.  Above  the  Reuss  is  the 
lake  of  Sempach,  the  scene  of  another 
triumph  of  Swiss  valour.  Lucerne, 
with  its  coronet  of  towers,  is  distinctly 
seen  at  the  W.  end  of  the  lake,  and  on 
the  1.  of  It  rises  the  gloomy  Pilatus, 
cutting  the  sky  with  its  serrated  ridge. 
The  remainder  of  the  W.  horizon  is 
occupied  by  the  chain  of  the  Jura. 

On  ihe  S.  the  mass  of  the  Ri^  forms 
the  foreground,  and  touching  the 
apposite  mountains  of  Unterwalden, 
only  allows  here  and  there  a  small 
portion  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  be 
seen.  On  this  side  the  objects  visible 
in  succession,  from  rt  to  L,  are  the 
lakes  of  Alpnach  and  Samen,  buried 
in  woods,  by  the  side  of  which  runs 
the  road  to  the  Briinig;  the  mountains 
called  Stanzer  and  Buochserhom,  and 
behind  them  the  nmgnifteent  white 
chain  of  the  hig^  Alps  of  Berne,  Un- 
terwalden, and  iJri,  m  one  unbroken 
ridge  of  peaks  and  glaciers,  including 
the  Jnngfrau,  Eiger,  Finster  Aar- 
hom,  the  Titlis  (the  highest  peak  in 
Unterwalden^  the  Uri  Rothstock,  and 
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the  Bristexistoclc,  between  which  and 
the  SeelUberg  runs  the  road  of  St 
Gothard. 

On  the  E,  the  Alpine  chain  continues 
to  stretch  uninterruptedly  alon^  the 
borizon,  and  includes  the  pre-eminent 
peaks  of  the  Dodi,  on  the  borders  of 
the  Grisons,  of  the  Glamisch,  in  can- 
ton Glarus,  and  of  the  Sentis,  in  Ap- 
penzelL  In  the  middle  distance,  above 
the  lake  of  Lowertx,  lies  the  town  of 
Schwy tz,  the  cradle  of  Swiss  freedom, 
backed  br  the  two  singular  sharp 
peaks  called,  from  their  shape,  the 
Mitres  (Mythen).  Above  them  peers 
the  craggy  crest  of  the  GliUnisch;  and 
to  the  rt  of  them  is  the  opening  of 
the  Muotta  Thai,  famous  for  the 
bloody  coniticts  between  Suwarrow 
and  Massena,  where  armies  manoeuvred 
and  foueht  on  spots  which  before  the 
shepherd  and  cnamois  hunter  alone 
used  to  tread.  Farther  to  the  L  rises 
the  mass  of  the  Rossberg, — the  nearest 
moantain  neighbour  of  the  RigL  The 
whole  scene  of  desolation  caused  by 
its  fall  (see  Rte.  17);  the  chasm  on  the 
top,  whence  the  ruin  came;  the  course 
of  the  terrific  avalanche  of  stones,  di- 
verging and  spreading  in  their  descent; 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  partly  filled  up 
by  it,  and  the  pools  ana  pudales  caused 
in  the  valley  by  the  stoppasre  of  the 
watercourses,  are  at  once  displayed 
in  a  bird's-eye  view. 

The  very  distant  bare  peak  seen 
above  the  top  of  the  Bossberg  is  the 
Sentis. 

The  Spectre  of  the  Bigi  is  an  atmo- 
spheric phenomenon  not  unfrequently 
observed  on  the  tops  of  high  moun- 
tains. It  occurs  when  the  cloudy 
vapours  happen  to  rise  perpendicularly 
from  the  valley  beneath  the  mountain, 
on  the  side  opposite  to  the  sun,  with- 
out enveloping  the  summit  of  the  Rigi 
itself.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
shadows  of  the  Bigi  Kulm  and  of  any 
person  standinjp;  on  the  top  are  cast 
upon  the  wall  ofmist  in  greatly  magni- 
fied proportions.  The  s£^ow  is  encir- 
cled Dy  a  halo,  assuming  the  prismatic 
colours  of  the  rainbow,  and  tnis  some- 
times doubled  when  the  mist  is  thick. 

Two  melancholy  accidents  have 
occurred  on  the  top  of  the  Rig^: — in 
1820  a  guide  who  had  attended  an 


English  ftunilv  was  struck  dead  by 
lightning  as  he  stood  watching  the 
clouds:  in  1826  a  Prussian  officer, 
who  had  reached  the  summit,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  children,  fell 
from  a  very  dangerous  seat  which  he 
had  selected  on  the  brow  of  a  preci- 
pice (the  only  ^t  where  the  summit 
IS  really  a  precipice),  and  was  dashed 
to  pieces  at  the  bottom.  According 
to  another  account,  the  miserable 
man  tJirew  himself  ofi^  harin^  pre- 
viously announced  his  intention  of 
committing  suicide  to  his  wife,  who 
summonecT  the  guide  to  arrest  him, 
but,  after  a  severe  struggle,  her  hus- 
band got  loose,  and  efi^ted  hia  pur- 
pose. 

ROUTE  16. 

ZilBICH  TO  LUCERNE,  OVER  THE  ALBIS, 
OR  BY  RAILWAY. 

The  direct  Rly.  from  Zurich  to  Zug 
and  Lucerne  (4  trains  daily  in  less 
than  2  hrs.)  opened  1864. 

StAtloDB.  Eng.  m. 

Urdorf 

Bonstetten 

Affoltem . 

MeUmaaihaiueD     ..... 

Zug        I 

Chaam 

Bothkreutz 

SisikoD 

EbUcon 

Lucerne 

In  fine  weather  it  is  worth  while 
to  take  the  carriage-road  over  the 
Aibis  for  the  sake  of  the  very  beau- 
tiful view  of  the  chain  of  the  Alps, 
and  of  a  large  part  of  Switzerland, 
which  is  seen  from  its  summit.  The 
distance  is  about  38  m.,and  the  diligence 
takes  more  than  6  hrs.  to  accomplish 
it.  The  road  skirts  the  shore  of  the 
lake  at  first,  but  at  Adliswyl,  4}  m.  it 
crosses  the  river  Sihl,and  soon  after  in 
numerous  zigzags  begins  to  ascend  to 

4m.  Ober^Aibis.  Inn:  Hirsch,  which 
affords  moderate  accommodation  and 
a  magnificent  prospect.  The  best 
point,  however,  for  seeing  the  view, 
IS  the  Signal  (Hochwacht,  called  also 
Schnabel),  a  height  off  the  road,  about 
a  mile  above  tne  inn :  it  takes  in 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Ziirichsee. 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  between 
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it  and  the  lake,  the  vale  of  the  Sihl 
intenrenes.  Its  wooded  slopes  were 
the  favoarite  retreat  of  the  pastoral 
poet  Gessner;  they  were  occupied  in 
1799  by  two  hostile  armies  —  that  of 
the  French  under  Massena,  who  en- 
camped on  the  slope  of  the  Albis,  and 
that  of  the  Russians,  who  occupied 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Sihl.  They 
watched  each  other  firom  hence  for 
more  than  3  months  ;  until  Massena, 
bj^  a  masterly  movement,  crossed  the 
Limmat,  cut  off  part  of  the  Russian 
force,  and  compelled  the  rest  to  a  hasty 
retreat  On  the  W.  are  seen  the  little 
lake  of  Tiirl,  the  bath  at  Wengi, 
near  Aengst,  and  at  a  distance  of 
10  miles  the  beautiful  convent  of 
Muri  in  Argovie.  Not  fiir^from  the 
lake  is  the  church  of  Kappel,  where 
Zwingli  died  ;  farther  off  the  lake 
of  Zug,  and  behind  it  tower  the  Rigi 
and  Pilatus  mountains,  disclosing  be- 
tween them  a  little  bit  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne.  The  grandest  feature, 
however,  of  the  view  is  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Alps,  from  the  Sentis  to 
the  Jungfrau,  wnich  fills  up  ^e  hori- 
zon.   It  nas  been  engraved  by  Keller. 

In  posting  you  must  take  an  extra 
horse  (renfort)  either  from  Ziirich  or 
Zug  up  to  the  summit;  1  post  is 
charged.  The  greatest  height  which 
the  road  attains  is '2404  fU  above  the 
sea,  1000  ft  above  Zurich  lake,  after 
which  it  descends,  passing  on  the  rt. 
the  little  lake  of  Turl. 

The  road  is  carried  along  the  W. 
slope  of  the  Albis,  from  its  summit  to 
Hansen^  near  which  village  b  3  m.  AlbiS' 
hnmn,  a  lar^e  and  handsome  water- 
cure  establishment,  in  which  travellers 
in  general  are  also  received  at  the 
rate  of  5  fr.  a  day,  board  and  lodging. 
It  is  a  pleasant  residence  from  the 
beauties  of  its  situation,  its  views  of 
the  Bernese  Alps,  and  the  salubrity  of 
its  air  and  water.  It  is  under  the 
management  of  Dr.  Brunner. 

Beyond  Hansen  the  road  passes 
1  m.  Kappel,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
which  has  obtained  a  woful  cele* 
brity  in  Swiss  history  as  the  spot 
where  the  Confederates,  embittered 
against  each  other  by  religious  dis- 
cord, dyed  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  one  another,  and  where  Zwingli 


the  reformer  fell,  Oct  11th,  1531. 
Many  of  the  best  and  bravest  of  the 
citizens  of  Ziirich  perished  on  that 
day  of  civil  broiL  Zwingli,  who, 
in  accordance  with  the  custom  of 
the  time  and  country,  attended  his 
flock  to  the  field  of  battle,  to  afford 
them  spiritual  aid  and  consolation, 
was  struck  down  in  the  fight,  and 
found  bv  a  soldier  of  Unterwalden, 
who  did  not  know  him,  but  who, 
ascertaining  that  he  refused  to  call  on 
the  Virgin  and  saints,  despatched  him 
with  his  sword,  l^s  body,  when 
recognised  by  his  foes,  was  burnt  by 
the  conunon  hangman.  Amontmient^ 
consisting  of  a  rough  massive  block  of 
stone  by  the  road-side,  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  tree  which  marked  the 
spot  where  he  felL  The  Gothic  church 
of  Kappel,  anciently  attached  to  a 
convent  suppressed  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  Reformation, 
was  built  in  1280. 

In  descending  from  Ober- Albis,  Zug 
may  be  avoided  altogether,  and  the 
shorter  road  by  Knonau  taken. 

The  Rlujy,  from  Zurich  (4  trains 
daily  in  2^  to  3  hrs.)  quits  the  line 
to  Olten  at  Altstetten  Junct  Stat, 
after  crossing  the  Sihl.  Beyond  Bon- 
stetten  Stat  it  penetrates  a  tunnel. 
Near  Affoltem  Stat  1.  lies  the  Lake  of 
Tiirl  (see  above).  The  stream  of  tlie 
Lorze,  descending  from  the  Lake  of 
Egeri,  is  crossed  before  reaching 

4^  m.  Zug  Stat.  (Rte.  15;. 

The  Rly.  to  Lucerne  skirts  the  N. 
shore  of  the  Lake  of  Zug,  by 

Chaam  Stat. (Inn:  Rabe).  At  Roth- 
kreutz  the  rlwy.  enters  the  valley  of 
the  Reuss,  which  is  crossed  by  a  long 
iron  bridge  beyond 

Ebikon  Stat, 

Lucerne  Termmus  (Luzem).  Inns : 
H.  des  Suisses  ^Schweizer  Hof);* 
Englischer  Hof ;  Doth  good ;  views 
from  the  windows  of  both  superb; — 
H.  du  Rigi,  comfortable,  enlarged ; — 
Schwann,much  improved,  a  really  good 
house  and  oivil  people.  These  4  Inns 
face  the  lake,  and  are  near  the  steam- 
ers. Balances  (Waage),  good;  very 
cheap;  en  pension,  5  fr.  a  day ;  good 

•  Fferfa^M  ratiier  fUlen  off,  1863. 
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BOUTE  16. — LITCERNE.      BRIDGES.      THE  ARSENAL.  .         Sect  I. 


Tavel  wine.  As  the  principal  hotels 
are  sometimes  full,  it  may  be  useful  to 
give  a  list  of  the  second-rate  houses, 
arranged  as  far  as  known  in  the  order 
of  merit— Kossli,  Adler,  Hirsch,Mdh- 
ren,  Kreuz,  Wilder  Mann.  In  and 
about  Lucerne  are  many  Pensions — 
Worley's  English  Boarding-house, 
clean  and  comfortable.  Pension  Morel, 
comfortable;  Miiller's  Hotel  et  Pen- 
sion Seeburg,  half  an  hour's  walk 
from  the  town,  fine  views;  Kaufmann's 
and  Damman's  Pensions  are  also  well 
spoken  of. 

Lucerne,  chief  town  of  the  canton, 
lies  at  the  N.  W.  extremity  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  and  is  divided  into  two 
parts  by  the  river  Beuss,  which  here 
issues  out  of  it.  Its  population  is  about 
11,600,  all  Roman  Catholics,  except 
about  680  Protestants.  Lucerne  is 
the  residence  of  the  Papal  Nuncio. 

It  is  not  a  place  of  any  considerable 
trade  or  manufactures,  but  their  ab- 
sence is  more  than  compensated  by  the 
exquisitely  beautiful  scenery  in  which 
it  IS  situated  on  the  borders  of  the 
finest  and  most  interesting  of  the  Swiss 
lakes,  between  the  giants  Pilatus  and 
Rigi,  and  in  sight  of  the  snowy  Alps  of 
Schwytz  and  Engelberg.  The  town  is 
still  surrounded  on  the  land  side  by  a 
long  iro//,  with  numerous  picturesque 
watch-towers,  ereQtA^  in  1:^85;  but  its 
chief  peculiarity  is  its  bridges.  The 
lowest,  or  Mill-bridge^  is  hung  with 
paintings,  nearly  washed  out,  of  the 
Dance  of  Death:  the  second  or^euss- 
hriichej  Is  the  only  one  uncovered  and 
passable  for  carriages  ;  the  upper,  or 
Kapellbrucke,  a  cooiand  shady  walk  in 
a  hot  day,  runs  in  a  slanting  direction 
across  the  mouth  of  the  Beuss,  whose 
dear  and  pellucid  sea-green  waters 
may  here  be  surveyed  to  great  ad- 
vantage, as  they  rush  beneath  it  with 
the  swiftness  of  a  mountain  torrent 
Against  the  timbers  supporting  the  roof 
of  this  bridge  are  suspended  77  pictures ; 
those  seen  in  crossing  from  the  rt.  to 
the  1.  bank  represent  the  life  and  acts 
of  SL  Leger  and  St.  Maurice,  Lucerne's 
patron  saints.  The  subjects  of  those 
seen  in  the  opposite  direction  are  taken 
from  Swiss  history,  and  are  not  with- 
out soma  merit,  but,  being  lighted  only 


by  the  glare  reflected  upwards  from 
the  water,  are  not  easily  distinguished. 
Near  the  middle  of  the  Kapell-briicke, 
rising  out  of  the  water,  stands  a  very 
picturesque  watch-tower,  called  Wass- 
ertfiwtn,  forming  a  link  of  the  old 
fortifications  of  the  town.  It  is  said 
to  have  once  served  as  a  light-house 
{Lucema)  to  boats,  and  hence  som^«> 
have  derived  the  present  name  ot 
Lucerne.  The  HofbrUcke,  the  longest 
of  all  the  bridges,  was  entirely  re- 
moved, 1852  :  the  intervening  space 
between  it  and  the  shore  having  been 
filled  up.  The  Hotel  des  Suisses  and 
Swan  and  a  fine  row  of  houses  stand  on 
this  space,  which  is  also  the  landing- 
place  of  the  steamboats. 

In  churches  and  other  public  build- 
ings Lucerne  has  no  very  prominent 
obiects.  The  church  of  St  Leger,  also 
called  Hof-  or  Stiftskirche,  is  modem, 
except  the  two  towers,  which  date 
from  1506.  The  bells  in  it  are  fine 
and  curious.  The  ac^oining  church- 
yard is  filled  with  quaint  old  monu- 
ments, and  the  view  from  the  cloister 
windows  is  fine. 

Post  and  Telegraph-office^  on  the  L 
bank  of  the  Reuss,  near  the  Jesuits'  ch. 

The  old  Arsenal  (Zeughaus),  near 
the  gate  leading  to  Berne,  is  one- 
of  those  venerable  repositories  com- 
mon to  the  chief  towns  of  all  the 
cantons,  in  which  are  deposited  the 
muskets,  artillery,  &c,  for  arming 
their  contingents  of  troops.  It  con- 
tains some  rusty  suits  of  ancient 
armour,  and  several  historical  relics 
and  trophies  of  Swiss  valour,  such  as 
the  yellow  Austrian  banner,  and  many 
pennons  of  knights  and  nobles,  taken 
at  the  battle  of  Sempach  ;  the  coat  of 
mail  stripped  from  tne  body  of  Duke 
Leopold  of  Austria,  who  fell  there  : 
the  iron  cravat,  lined  with  sharp  spikes, 
destined  for  the  neck  of  Gundoldmgen, 
the  Schultheiss  and  general  of  the 
men  of  Lucerne,  who  died  in  Ihe  hour 
of  victory.  Two  Turkish  flags  were 
captured  at  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  and 
a  long  Moorish  standard  was  brought 
from  TuniS;  1640,  by  a  knight  of 
Malta,  who  was  a  native  of  Lucerne. 

An  exoellentco//0c^Mmo/  Svaiss  birds  and 
quadrupedSf  extremely  well  mounted. 


BOUTE  16. — LAKE  OF  LUCERNE. 
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BOUTB  16. — LUCERNE,      THOBWALDSEN's  LION.  Sect.  I, 


has  been  formed  by  a  Mr.  StaufFer, 
and  is  exhibited  near  to  Thorwaldsen's 
Lion.  It  is  probably,  after  that  of 
Berne,  the  most  complete  collection 
of  the  kind  to  be  seen  in  Switzerland: 
charge,  1  fr.  each  person. 

General  Pfyffer*8  model  (in  relief)  of 
a  part  of  Switzerland  may  interest 
those  who  desire  to  trace  on  it  their 
past  or  future  wanderings.  It  is 
placed  in  a  well-lighted  room  near 
the  Englischer  Hof.     X  fr.  admission. 

The  Gothic  Fountains,  which  are  to 
be  observed  in  all  parts  of  Switzer- 
land, are  here  of  singpilar  beauty  and 
originality. 

The  English  church  service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  in  the  En^ish 
ch.  near  the  Schweitzer  Hof.  The 
clergyman  depends  entirely  on  volun- 
tary contributions  of  visitors,  having 
no  stipend. 

Miiller  is  a  good  chemist 

Physician,  Dr.  Stieger :  speaks  Eng- 
lish, and  is  attentive  to  his  patients. 

At  E^lin  Brothers,  in  the  Kapel 
Strasse,  books,  prints,  panoramas,  and 
maps  relating  to  Switzerland  may  be 

The  most  interesting  of  the  sights  of 
Lucerne  is,  without  doubt,  the  *Monu' 
ment  to  the  memory  of  the  Siciss  Guards, 
who  fell  while  defending  the  Royal 
Family  of  France  in  one  of  the  bloody 
massacres  of  the  first  French  Rje- 
volution,  August  10,  1792.  It  is 
situated  in  a  garden,  a  little  way 
beyond  St.  Leger's  ch.  on  the  ZUrich 
road.  The  design  is  by  Thorwaldsen, 
executed  by  Ahom,  a  sculptor  of  Con- 
stance. It  represents  a  lion  of  colos- 
sal size,  wounded  to  death,  with  a 
spear  sticking  in  his  side,  yet  endea- 
vouring in  his  last  gasp  to  protect 
from  injury  a  shield  bearing  the  fleur- 
de-lis  of  the  Bourbons,  which  he  holds 
in  his  paws.  The  figure,  hewn  out  of 
the  living  sandstone  rock,  is  28  ft. 
long  and  18  high,  and  whether  as  a 
tribute  to  fallen  valour,  or  as  a  work 
of  art,  of  admirable  design  and  no 
mean  execution,  it  merits  the  highest 
praise.  It  is  the  most  appropriate 
monument  in  Europe.  Beneath  it 
are  carved  the  names  of  the  officers 
who  fell  in  defending  the  Taileries, 


Aug.  10  and  Sept.  2  and  3,  1792. 
The  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  this  brave 
band,  who,  at  the  sacrifice  of  their 
own  lives,  protected  Louis  and  his 
family  when  deserted  by  their  natural 
defenders,  almost  make  us  forget  that 
they  were  mercenaries.  There  is 
a  quiet  solitude  and  shade  about  the 
spot  which  is  particularly  pleasing 
and  refreshing.  The  rocKs  around 
are  mantled  with  fern  and  creepers, 
forming  a  natural  framework  to  the 
monument ;  and  a  streamlet  of  clear 
water,  trickling  down  from  the  top  of 
the  rock,  is  received  into  a  basin- 
shaped  hollow  below  it,  forming  a 
mirror  in  which  the  sculpture  is  re- 
flected. One  of  the  very  few  survivors 
of  the  Swiss  Guard,  dressed  in  its  red 
uniform,  acts  as  guardian  of  the  mo- 
nument, and  cicerone  to  the  stranger. 
The  cloth  for  the  altar  of  the  little 
chapel  adjoining  was  embroidered 
expressly  for  it  by  the  late  Duchess 
d'Angoiiieme. 

There  are  many  pretty  vtalks  and 
points  of  view  near  Lucerne;  one  of  the 
most  interesting  is  to  the  Lime-tree, 
under  which  is  a  dial  pointing  to  the 
mountains  on  the  horizon ;  another  is 
the  villa  called  Allemtmden,  perched 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  outside  the 
Weggis  gate,  from  which  it  may  be 
reached  in  a  walk  of  15  minutes,  oy  a 
path  winding  up  the  hill  outside  the 
town  walls.  The  GOtchi,  close  to  the 
town,  and  Gibraltar,  both  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  Reuss,  are  also  points 
which  command  a  fine  prospect. 

At  Krienz,  f  h.  S.W.  of  Lucerne,  are 
ironworks,  and  a  silk  manufacture. 
The  castle  of  Schaunzee  crowns  a  hill 
behind  it 

Steamers  several  times  a  day  to 
Fluelen  and  the  other  villages  on  the 
lake.  From  Fluelen  diligences  pro- 
ceed over  the  St.  Gotthard.  Tra« 
vellers  book  from  Lucerne. 

Railioays  to  Basle,  Berne,  Zvg,  and 
Zurich. 

Excursions.-'The  Rigi  summit  may 
be  reached  in  4j^  hrs.  from  Luceme->- 
by  steamer  to  Weggis,  f  hr.  thence  to 
the  summit  on  foot  or  on  horse. 

No  one  should  leave  Lucerne  with- 
out exploring  the  beauties  of  its  Lake 


Switzerland,     route  16. — lucerne,    mount  PiTJk.TUS. 
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(Kte.  1 8) — called  in  German  Y ierwsld- 
stadter  See— the  grandest  in  Earope 
in  point  of  scenery,  particalarlv  tne 
fiurmer  end  of  it,  caUea  the  bay  of  Uri ; 
and  much  additional  pleasure  will  be 
dsrived  if  the  traYeller  who  under- 
stands German  will  take  Schiller's 
« Wilhelm  Tell'  as  a  pocket  com- 
panion, in  which  admirable  poem  so 
many  of  the  soenesare  localizea.  Short 
excursions  may  with  advantage  be 
made  in  a  row-boat;  but  the  £.  end 
of  the  lake,  and  especially  the  bay  of 
Uri,  being  exposed  to  sudden  gusts 
of  wind,  may  best  be  visited  from 
Xiuceme  in  the  steamer. 

Those  who  intend  to  traverse  the 
lake,  and  visit  the  Rigi,  and  to  re- 
turn afterwards  to  Lucerne,  should 
combine  the  two  expeditions,  which 
may  be  effected  in  two  days,  this — 
go  to  Kiissnacht  or  to  Arth  and  ascend 
from  Goldau,  descending  next  day  on 
the  opposite  side,  and.  embarking  on 
the  lake,  either  at  We^gis  or  Gersau, 
pass  up  the  bay  of  Un,  and  by  Tell's 
chapel,  returning  by  water  to  Lucerne 
the  2nd  evening. 

**Motmt  PU^,  This  most  interest- 
ing and  recompensing  ascent  can  now 
be  easily  accomplished  even  by  ladies. 
There  are  2  ^ood  Iwm  near  the  top, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  highest  ridge, 
but  no  mule -path  connects  them  ;  the 
excellent  patns  that  reach  up  to  the 
ridge,  from  Hemswyl  on  the  N., 
Alpnach  on  the  S.,  are  separated  by 
40  feet  of  ladder,  which  the  jealousies 
of  rival  inns  seem  to  maintain  as  a 
barrier.  The  views  from  Pilatua*  sum- 
mit are  even  finer  than  those  from  the 
Rigi,  especially  over  the  Alpine  chain. 
It  lias  altogether  7  summits,  exceed- 
ingly rugged  and  precipitous;  but 
5 re-eminence  is  accorded  to  the  Wid- 
erfeld.  The  new  road  to  the  Brunig 
passes  by  Hergisvoyl  {Inn:  «BossIi), 
which  is  reached  by  steamer  (or  row- 
boat  in  2  hrs.).  Here  horses. may  be 
procured.  A  bridle-path,  made  at  an 
expense  of  1000/.,  leads  first  through 
orchards  and  meadows,  and  then  along 
the  N.  side  of  the  mountain,  in  about 
4  hrs.  to  the  Joch  or  col,  6287  ft.,  con- 
necting the  Klimsenhom  with  the 
Oberhaupt.    Here  is  built  the 


Hotel  of  the  Klimsenhom  (2  houses 
belonging  to  the  same  landlord,  with 
an  attached  chapel).  Extensive  view 
from  the  Klimsenhom,  10  min.  walk 
from  the  inn.  A  well-made  zigzag 
path  leads  onwards  to  the  foot  of  the 
Oberhaupt  (40  min.  walk),  where  it 
stops,  for  the  ridge  itself  cannot  be 
climbed  over.  It  is,  however,  bored 
through  by  a  nearly  vertical  fissure 
about  40  ft.  deep,  called  the  JCrisiloch, 
in  which  a  commodious  ladder,  or 
rather  rude  staircase,  is  placed.  On 
surmounting  this  the  traveller  emerges 
on  one  of  the  peaks,  from  which  uie 
whole  range  of  the  Bernese  mountains 
suddenly  burst  upon  him,  having  been 
previously  concealed  by  the  mountain. 
There  are  few  more  striking  scenes 
in  all  Switzerland.  A  descent  of  5  min. 
by  an  excellent  path  leads  to  the 
Bellevue  Hotels  6961  ft.,  very  comfort- 
able, a  small  library  of  books,  built 
on  the  depression  between  the  Ober- 
haupt ana  the  Esel.  The  view  from 
the  Esel,  10  m.  above  the  hotel,  is  the 
finest  of  those  accessible  by  paths.  A 
well-made  mule-path  leaas  from  tLe 
Bellevue  Hotel  to  Alpnach.  It  has 
even  been  used  as  a  char-road.  An 
English  lady  and  her  daughter  left 
Alpnach  in  a  char  with  1  horse  at 
3 J  r.M.  (July  28,  1863),  and  reached 
the  Bellevue  Hotel  at  8  p.m. 

Unfortunately  Pilatus  is  very  sub- 
ject to  clouds,  otherwise  the  mountain 
is  far  more  interesting  than  the  Higi, 
and  the  view  fn)m  It  m  some  respects 
finer,  though  a  less  complete  pano- 
rama, and  the  grandeur  of  its  own 
serrated  outline,  which  forms  so  im- 
portant a  feature  of  the  Bigi  view,  is 
of  course  wanting.  The  peaks  best 
seen  are  the  Wetterhom,  Viescher- 
horner,  Eiger,  Monch,  and  Jungfrau ; 
the  Lake  of  Lucerne  lies  open  as  far 
as  Bnmnen. 

A  traveller  lost  his  way  among  the 
rocks  above  Hergiswyl  and  was  killed 
in  1857. 

According  to  a  wild  tradition  of 
considerable  antiquity,  this  mountain 
derives  its  name  from  Pilate,  the 
wicked  governor  of  Judsea,  who, 
having  been  banished  to  Gaul  by  Ti- 
berius, wandered    about  among  the 
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moantains,  stricken  by  conscience, 
until  lie  ended  his  miserable  existence 
by  throwing  himself  into  a  lake  on 
the  top  of  the  Pilatus.  The  moun- 
tain, in  consequence,  labours  under  a 
very  bad  reputation.  From  its  posi- 
tion as  an  outlier,  or  advanced  guard 
of  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  it  collects 
the  clouds  which  float  over  the  plains 
from  the  W.  and  N. ;  and  it  is  re- 
marked that  almost  all  the  storms 
which  burst  upon  the  lake  of  Lu- 
cerne fi'ather  and  brew  on  its  summit. 
Thi9  almost  perpetual  assembling  of 
clouds  was  long  attributed  by  the 
superstitious  to  the  unquiet  spirit 
still  hovering  round  the  sunken  bod}', 
which,  when  disturbed  by  any  in- 
truder, revenged  itself  by  sending 
storms,  and  darkness,  and  hail  on 
the  surrounding  district.  So  pre- 
valent was  the  belief  in  this  super- 
stition, even  down  to  times  compara- 
tively recent,  that  the  government  of 
Lucerne  forbade  the  ascent  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  naturalist  Conrad 
Gessner,  in  1555,  was  obliged  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  a  special  order,  re- 
moving the  interdict  in  his  case,  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  his  researches 
upon  the  mountain. 

According  to  some,  the  name  Pila- 
tus is  only  a  corruption  of  Pileatus 
(capped),  arising  from  the  cap  of 
clouos  which  rarely  quits  its  barren 
brow,  and  which  are  sometimes  seen 
rising  from  it  like  steam  from  a 
caldron.  The  peasants  profess  to  be 
able  to  foretell  the  weather  from  the 
appearance  of  the  clouds  on  the  top, 
and  have  a  saying, — 

"  Wenn  Hiatus  trHgt  Rein  Hut 
Daiiii  wird  das  Wetier  pit. 
Tragi  er  aber  elnen  I  'egpn. 
So  giebt's  wohl  Klcher  Kogpn." 

The  mountain  consists,  from  its  base 
to  its  summit,  of  nummulite  limestone 
and  sandstone;  the  strata  incline  to 
the  S.,  and  abound  in  fossil  remains, 
especially  near  the  summit,  around 
the  Briindlis  Alp  and  the  Castelen 
Alp. 


ROUTE  17. 


LUCERNE  TO  SCHWYTZ — THE  PALL 
OF  THE  R08SBEB0. 


Lucerne. 

KOflsnacht 

Arth 

SchwytB 


Leagues.   Eng.  nu 


2i    « 
1*    = 

2*    « 
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7  21 

(&e  Map,  p.  61.) 

A  good  post'TotA  to  Schwytz.  Dili- 
gence starts  from  Kiissnacht,  passen- 
gers booked  on  board  the  steamers. 

Schwytz  may  also  be  reached  rather 
more  quickly  by  steaming  to  Brunnen. 

The  road  to  Kiissnacht  runs  nearly 
all  the  way  in  sight  of  the  lake  of 
Lucerne,  and  of  the  Alps  of  Engel- 
berg  and  Berne  beyond.  On  a  head- 
land at  the  angle  of  the  pjeen  bay  of 
Kiissnacht,  stands  the  ruined  castle  of 
New  Habsburg,  destroyed,  1352,  by 
the  Lucerners. 

Kusmacht-^  Inns :  H.  du  Lac ;  Hirsch ; 
Rossli.  The  road  from  Kiissnacht  to 
Immensee  lies  through  the  celebrated 
Hollow  Way,  and  on  the  rt.  a  ruined 
wall  is  pointed  out  which  goes  by  the 
name  of  Qessle/s  Castle,  The  Hollow 
Way  (Hohle  Gasse)  is  a  narrow  green 
lane,  overhung  with  trees  gn*owing 
from  the  high  banks  on  each  side. 
Here  Tell,  after  escaping  from  Gess* 
ler's  boat  on  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  lay 
in  wait  for  his  enemy,  and  shot  him 
as  he  passed,  fW)m  behind  a  tree,  with 
his  unerring  arrow.  It  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  researches  into  the 
archives  of  Kiissnacht  have  clearly 
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proTed  that  the  ruin  called  Gessler's 
Castle  never  belonged  to  him.  The 
**  HoUow  Way"  has  been  mnch  filled 
op  in  making  the  new  road. 

On  emerging  from  the  Hollow  Way 
TWTs  Chapel  is  seen  by  the  roadside.  By 
a  singalar  anomaly  a  place  of  worship, 
ormnsXSy^  dedicated  to  ••  The  Fourteen 
Helpers  in  Need"  (Our  Saviour,  the 
Virgin,  and  Apostles),  now  commemo- 
rates a  deed  of  blood,  which  tradition, 
and  its  supposed  connection  with  the 
origin  of  Swiss  liberty,  appear  to  have 
sanctified  in  the  e^es  of  the  people,  so 
that  mass  is  periodically  said  in  it, 
while  it  is  kept  in  constant  repair,  and 
bears  on  its  outer  wall  a  fresco  repre- 
senting Gessler's  death. 

Immenaee.  Comfortable  little  Inn. 
The  road  now  skirts  the  lake  of  Zug 
(Rte.  15),  or  the  tourist  may  take  the 
steamer  to  Arth ;  and  2  m.  mrther  is 

Goldcm — Inn ;  Rossli  (Cheval  Blanc) ; 
goody  civil  people. 


FALL  OF  THE  HOSSBEBG. 

**  Mountains  have  fallen. 
Leaving  a  gap  in  the  douda,  and  with  the 

ahock 
Foeking  their  Alpine  brethren ;  filling  ap 
The  ripe   green    valleya  with  deatrucUon's 

sphntera, 
Pamming  the  rivera  with  a  sadden  dash. 
Which  enuhed  the  waters  into  mist,  and  made 
Their  fonntaina  And  another  channel — thas, 
Thus,  in  its  old  age,  did  Mount  Roaoaberg." 
Bffron, 

On  approaching  Goldan  the  tra- 
Teller  may  perceive  traces  of  the 
dreadful  catastrophe  which  buried  the 
orig^inal  and  mnch  larger  village  of 
that  name,  and  inundated  the  valley 
for  a  considerable  distance  with  a  de* 
luge  of  stones  and  rubbish.  The  moun- 
tain which  caused  this  calamity  still 
remains  scarred  f^om  top  to  bottom : 
and  nothing  grows  upon  its  barren 
surface ;  but  in  the  course  of  years  the 
Talley  itself  has  in  many  pfaces  be- 
come green,  and  the  fallen  rocks  bear 
trees,  lichens,  and  vegetation,  and  the 
^reat  similarity  to  mountain  valleys 
in  general  shows  how  often  in  past 
ages  such  catastrophes  must  have 
happened,  though  no  record  of  them 
has  been  preserved. 


The  Rossberg,  or  Kufiberg,  is  a 
mountain  4958  ft.  high;  the  upper 
part  of  it  consists  of  a  conglomerate 
or  pudding-stone,  formed  of  rounded 
masses  of  other  rocks  cemented  to- 
other, and  called  by  the  Germans 
Nagelflue,  or  Nail-rock,  from  the 
knobs  and  protuberances  which  its 
surface  presents,  resembling  nail- 
heads.  From  the  nature  of  the  struc- 
ture of  this  kind  of  rock,  it  is  very 
liable  to  become  cracked,  and  if  rain- 
water or  springs  penetrate  these  fis- 
sures they  will  not  fail  to  dissolve  or 
moisten  the  unctuous  beds  of  clay 
which  separate  the  nagelflue  from  the 
strata  below  it,  and  cause  large  por- 
tions of  it  to  detach  themselves  from 
the  mass.  The  strata  of  the  Rossberg 
are  tilted  up  from  the  side  of  the 
lake  of  Zug,  and  slope  down  towards 
Goldau  like  the  roof  of  a  house.  The 
slanting  direction  of  the  seams  which 
part  the  strata  is  well  seen  on  the 
road  from  Arth.  If,  therefore,  the 
clay  which  fills  these  seams  be  washed 
out  by  rains,  or  reduced  to  the  state 
of  a  viscous  or  slimy  mud,  it  is  evident 
that  such  portions  of  the  rock  as  have 
been  detached  from  the  rest  by  the 
fissures  above  alluded  to,  must  slip 
down,  like  the  masses  of  snow  which 
fall  from  the  roof  of  a  house  as  soon 
as  the  lower  side  is  thawed,  or  as  a 
vessel  when  launched  slides  down  the 
inclined  plane  purposel^r  greased  to 
hasten  its  descent.  Within  the  period 
of  human  records  destructive  land- 
slips had  repeatedly  fallen  from  the 
Rossberg,  and  a  great  part  of  the 

Siles  of  earth,  rock,  and  stones,  which 
eform  the  fsuce  of  the  valley,  derive 
their  origin  from  such  catastrophes 
of  ancient  date;  but  the  most  de- 
structive of  all  appears  to  have  been 
the  last.  The  vacant  space  along  the 
top  of  the  mountain  caused  by  the 
descent  of  a  portion  of  it,  calculated 
to  have  been  a  leaeue  long,  1000  ft. 
broad,  and  100  ft.  thick,  and  a  small 
fragment  at  its  fe-rther  extremity, 
which  remained  when  the  rest  broke 
off,  are  also  very  apparent,  and  assist 
in  telling  the  story.  The  long  and 
wide  inclined  plane  forming  the  side 
of  the  mountain,  now  ploughed  up 
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and  scarified  as  it  were,  was  pre- 
viously coyered  with  fields,  woods, 
and  houses.  Some  of  the  buildings 
are  still  standing  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  precipice  which  marks  the  line 
of  the  fracture. 

The  catastrophe* is  thus  described 
in  the  narrative  published  at  the 
time  by  Dr.  Zay,  of  Arth,  an  eye- 
witness:— 

**  The  summer  of  1806  had  been 
▼ery  rainy,  and  on  the  1st  and  2nd 
September  it  rained  incessantly.  New 
crevices  were  observed  in  the  flank  of 
the  mountain,  a  sort  of  cracking  noise 
was  heard  internally,  stones  started 
out  of  the  ground,  detached  fragments 
of  rocks  rolled  down  the  mountain; 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
2nd  of  September,  a  large  rock  be- 
came loose,  and  in  falling  raised  a 
cloud  of  black  dust  Toward  the 
lower  part  of  the  mountain,  the 
ground  seemed  pressed  down  from 
above;  and  when  a  stick  or  a  spade 
was  driven  in,  it  moved  of  itself.  A 
man,  who  had  been  digging  in  his 
garden,  ran  away  from  fright  at  these 
extraordinary  appearances;  soon  a 
fissure,  larger  than  all  the  others,  was 
observed;  insensibly  it  increa^sed; 
springs  of  water  ceased  all  at  once 
to  flow;  the  pine-trees  of  the  forest 
absolutely  reeled;  birds  flew  away 
screaming.  A  few  minutes  before 
five  o'clock  the  symptoms  of  some 
mighty  catastropne  became  still 
stronger;  the  whole  surface  of  the 
mountain  seemed  to  glide  down,  but 
so  slowly  as  to  afford  time  to  the 
inhabitants  to  go  awa^.  An  old  man, 
who  had  often  predicted  some  such 
disaster,  was  quietly  smoking  his 
pipe  when  told  by  a  young  man,  run- 
ning by,  that  the  mountain  was  in  the 
act  of  falling;  he  rose  and  looked 
out,  but  came  into  his  house  again, 
saying  he  had  time  to  fill  another 
pipe.  The  young  man,  continuing  to 
fly,  was  thrown  down  several  times, 
and  escaped  with  difliculty;  looking 
back,  he  saw  the  house  carried  off  all 
at  once. 

**  Another  inhabitant,  being  alarmed, 
took  two  of  his  children  and  ran  away 
with  them,  calling  to  his  wife  to  fol- 


low with  the  third;  but  she  went  in 
for  another,  who  still  remained  (Ma- 
rianne, aged  five) :  just  then,  Fran- 
cisca  Ulrich,  their  servant,  was  cross- 
ing the  room,  with  this  Marianne, 
whom  she  held  by  the  hand,  and  saw 
her  mistress;  at  that  instant,  as  Fran- 
cisca  afterwards  said,  *  The  house  ap- 
peared to  be  torn  from  its  foundation 
(it  was  of  wood),  and  spun  round  and 
round  like  a  tetotum;  I  was  some- 
times on  my  head,  sometimes  on  my 
feet,  in  total  darkness,  and  violently 
separated  from  the  child.*  When  the 
motion  stopped,  she  found  herself 
jammed  in  on  all  sides,  with  her  head 
downwards,  much  bruised,  and  in  ex- 
treme pain.  She  supposed  she  waa 
buried  alive  at  a  great  depth ;  with 
much  difliculty  she .  disengaged  her 
right  hand,  and  wiped  the  blood  from 
her  eyes.  Presently  she  heard  the 
faint  moans  of  Marianne,  and  called 
to  her  by  her  name;  the  child  an- 
swered that  she  was  on  her  back 
among  stones  and  bushes,  which  held 
her  fast,  but  that  her  hands  were  free, 
and  that  she  saw  the  light,  and  even 
something  green.  She  asked  whether 
people  would  not  soon  come  to  take 
them  out  Francisca  answered  that 
it  was  the  day  of  judgment,  and  that 
no  one  was  left  to  help  them;  but  that 
they  would  be  released  by  death,  and 
be  happy  in  heaven.  They  prayed 
together.  At  last  Francisca  s  ear 
was  struck  by  the  sound  of  a  bell, 
which  she  knew  to  be  that  of  Steinen- 
berg:  then  seven  o'clock  struck  in  an- 
other village,  and  she  began  to  hope 
there  were  still  living  beings,  and 
endeavoured  to  comfort  the  child. 
The  poor  little  girl  was  at  first  cla- 
morous for  her-  supper,  but  her  cries 
soon  became  fainter,  and  at  last  quite 
died  away.  Francisca,  still  with  her 
head  downwards,  and  surrounded  with 
damp  earth,  experienced  a  sense  of 
cold  in  her  feet  almost  insupportable. 
After  prodigious  efforts  she  suc- 
ceeded in  disengaging  her  legs,  and 
thinks  this  saved  her  life.  Many 
hours  had  passed  in  this  situation, 
when  she  aeain  heard  the  voice  of 
Marianne,  who  had  been  asleep,  and 
now  renewed  her  lamentations.    la 
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the  mean  time  the  unfortunate  &ther, 
whoi  with  much  difficulty,  had  saved 
himself  and  two  children,  wandered 
aboot  till  daylight,  when  he  came 
among  the  ruins  to  look  for  the  rest 
of  his  family.  He  soon  discovered 
his  wife,  by  a  foot  which  appeared 
above  ground:  she  was  dead,  with  a 
ehild  in  her  arms.  His  cries,  and  the 
noise  he  made  in  digging,  were  heard 
by  Marianne,  who  called  out  She 
was  extricated  with  a  broken  thigh, 
and,  saying  that  Francisca  was  not  far 
off;  a  fiEirUier  search  led  to  her  release 
also;  but  in  such  a  state  that  her  life 
was  despaired  of:  she  was  blind  for 
some  days,  and  remained  subject  to 
convulsive  fits  of  terror.  It  appeared 
that  the  house,  or  themselves  at  least, 
had  been  carried  down  about  1500 
feet  from  where  it  stood  before. 

**  In  another  place,  a  child  two  years 
old  was  found  unhurt,  lying  on  its 
straw  mattress  upon  the  mud,  without 
any  vestige  of  the  house  from  which 
he  had  b^n  separated.  Such  a  mass 
of  earth  and  stones  rushed  at  once  into 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  although  5  m. 
distant,  that  one  end  of  it  was  filled 
up,  and  a  prodigious  wave  passing 
completely  over  the  island  of  Schwan- 
an,  70  feet  above  the  usual  level  of 
the  water,  overwhelmed  the  opposite 
shore,  and,  as  it  returned,  swept  away 
into  the  lake  many  houses  with  their 
inhabitants.  The  village  of  Seewen, 
situated  at  the  farther  end,  was  inun- 
dated, and  some  houses  washed  away; 
and  the  flood  carried  live  fish  into  the 
village  of  Steinen.  The  chapel  of  Olten, 
built  of  wood,  was  found  half  a  league 
from  the  place  it  had  previously  occu- 
pied, and  many  lara^  blocks  of  stone 
completely  changedtheir  position. 

**  The  most  considerable  of  the  vil- 
lages overwhelmed  in  the  vale  of  Arth 
was  Goldau,  and  its  name  is  now 
affixed  to  the  whole  melancholy  story 
and  place.  I  shall  relate  only  one 
more  incident: — A  party  of  eleven 
travellers  from  Berne,  l)elonging  to 
the  most  distinguished  families  there, 
arrived  at  ArUi  on  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember, and  set  off  on  foot  for  the  Rigi 
a  few  minutes  before  the  catastrophe. 
Seven  of  them  had  got   about  200 


yards  a-head, — the  other  four  saw 
them  entering  the  village  of  Goldau; 
and  one  of  the  latter,  Mr.  R.  Jenner, 
pointing  out  to  the  rest  the  summit  of 
the  Rossberg  (full  4  m.  off  in  a 
straight  line),  where  some  strange 
commotion  seemed  taking  place,  which 
they  themselves  Tthe  four  behind) 
were  observing  with  a  telescope,  and 
had  entered  into  conversation  on  the 
subject  with  some  strangers  just  come 
up;  when,  all  at  once,  a  flight  of 
stones,  like  cannon-balls,  traversed 
the  air  above  their  heads;  a  cloud  of 
dust  obscured  the  valley;  a  frightful 
noise  was  heard.  They  fled !  As 
soon  as  the  obscurity  was  so  far  dissi- 
pated as  to  make  objects  discernible, 
they  sought  their  friends;  but  the  vil- 
lage of  Goldau  had  disappeared  under 
a  neap  of  stones  and  ruboish  100  feet 
in  height,  and  the  whole  valley  pre- 
sented  nothing  but  a  perfect  chaos  1 
Of  the  unfortunate  survivors,  one  lost 
a  wife  to  whom  he  was  just  married, 
one  a  son,  a  third  the  two  pupils  under 
his  care:  all  researches  to  discover 
their  remains  were,  and  have  ever 
since  been  fruitless.  Nothing  is  left 
of  Gi>ldau  but  the  bell  which  hung  in 
its  steeple,  and  which  was  found 
about  a  mile  offi  With  the  rocks  tor- 
rents of  mud  came  down,  acting  as 
rollers;  but  they  took  a  different  di- 
rection when  in  the  valley,  the  mud 
foUowjng  the  slope  of  the  ground  to- 
wards the  lake  of  Lowertz,  while  the 
rocks,  preserving  a  straight  course, 

f  lanced  across  the  valley  towards  the 
Ug^.  The  jocks  above,  moving  much 
faster  than  those  near  the  ground, 
went  farther,  and  ascended  even  a 
gpreat  way  up  the  Rigi ;  its  base  is  co- 
vered with  large  blocks  carried  to  an 
incredible  height,  and  by  which  trees 
were  mowed  down,  as  they  might 
have  been  by  cannon. 

'*  A  long  track  of  ruins,  like  a  scarf, 
hangs  Arom  the  shoulder  of  the  Ross- 
berg, in  hideous  barrenness,  over  the 
rich  dress  of  shaggy  woods  and  green 
pastures,  and  grows  wider  and  wider 
down  to  the  lake  of  Lowertz  and  to 
the  Rigi,  a  distance  of  4  or  5  m.  Its 
greatest  breadth  may  be  3  m.,  and 
the  triangular  area  of  ruins  is  fully 
D  3 
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equal  to  that  of  Paris,  taken  at  the 
external  boulevards,  or  about  double 
the  real  extent  of  the  inhabited  city. 
I  notice,  however,  that  the  portion  of 
the  strata  at  the  top  of  the  Rossber^, 
which  slid  down  into  the  valley,  is 
certainly  less  than  the  chaotic  accu- 
mulation below;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  considerable  part  of  it  comes 
from  the  soil  of  the  valley  itself, 
ploughed  up  and  thrown  into  ridges 
like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  hurled 
to  prodigious  distances  by  the  impulse 
of  the  descending  mass,  plunging  upon 
it  with  a  force  not  very  inferior  to 
that  of  a  cannon-balL" 

The  effects  of  this  terrible  convul- 
sion were  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
villages  Goldau,  Bussingen,  and  Ro- 
then,  and  a  part  of  Lowertz;  the  rich 
pasturages  in  the  valley  and  on  the 
slope  of  the  mountain,  entirely  over- 
whelmed by  it  and  ruined,  were  esti- 
mated   to  be    worth    150,000/.;    Ill 
houses,  and  more  than  200  stables 
and  chalets,  were  buried  under  the 
debris  of  rocks,  which  of  themselves 
form  hills  several  hundred  feet  high. 
More  than  450  human  beines  perished 
by  this  catastrophe,  and  whole  herds 
of  cattle  were  swept  away.    Five  mi- 
nutes sufficed  to  complete  the  work  of 
destruction.    The  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  were 
first    roused    by    loud    and    grating 
sounds  like  thunder :  they  looked  to- 
wards the  spot  from  which  it  came, 
and  beheld  me  valley  shrouded  in  a 
cloud  of  dust ;  when  it  had  cleared 
away,  they  found  the  fai^  of  nature 
changed.    The  houses  of  Goldau  were 
literiOly  crushed  beneath  the  weight 
of  superincumbent  masses.    Lowertz 
was  overwhelmed  by  a  torrent  of  mud. 
The  danger    of   further    calamity 
from  the  faU  of  other  portions  of  the 
mountain  is  by  no  means  past,  even 
now.     On  July  3rd,  1823,  a  shepherd 
boy  climbed  up  to  the  peak  of  the 
Bossbere,  called  Spitzbiihel,  to  gather 
herbs.    In  crossing  over  towards  Zug 
he  came  to  a  fissure,  which  he  leaped 
across ;  but  on  his  return  he  found  it 
so  much  widened,  that  he  could  not 
venture  to  repeat  his  jump,  and  was 
obliged  to  make  a  circuit  to  reach 


home.  By  the  6th  of  July  the  rent 
had  increased  to  a  width  of  40  or  50 
feet,  and  to  the  depth  of  nearly  twice 
that  number  of  feet.  Great  appre- 
hensions were  entertained  lest  th« 
mass  thus  separated  should  in  falline 
take  the  direction  of  the  Inn  ana 
Church  of  Goldau :  however,  on  the 
11th,  after  the  crack  had  widened  to 
1 50  ft.,  with  a  depth  of  1 20,  and  a  length 
of  200,  down  came  the  huge  fragment; 
it  was  shattered  to  pieces  in  its  Ml, 
and  threw  up  the  waters  of  the  lake 
of  Lowertz  5  ft.,  but  did  no  damage. 

Those  who  desire  a  near  view  of 
the  landslip  should  ascend  the  Gnyp- 
enstock,  whose  summit  may  be  reached 
in  3  hours  from  Arth. 

The  church  and  one  of  the  inns 
at  Goldau  stand  on  the  site  of  the 
village  overwhelmed  by  the  Rossberg; 
its  inhabitants,  thus  destroyed  in  the 
midst  of  security,  are  said  to  have 
been  remarkable  for  the  purity  of 
their  manners  and  their  personal 
beauty.  The  church  contains  two 
tablets  of  black  marble  inscribed  with 
the  names  of  some  of  the  sufferers, 
and  with  particulars  of  the  sad  event 
The  high-road  traverses  the  talus  or 
debris,  which  extends  from  the  top  of 
the  Kossberg  far  up  the  Rigi  on  the 
rt.  It  ascends  vast  hillocks  of  rub- 
bish, calculated  to  be  30  feet  deep 
hereabouts;  but  near  the  centre  of  the 
valley  probably  200  feet,  and  winds 
among  enormous  blocks  of  stone  al- 
ready beginning  to  be  moss-grown, 
and  with  herbage  springing  up  be- 
tween them.  Among  these  mounds 
and  masses  of  rock  numerous  pools 
are  enclosed,  arising  from  springs 
dammed  up  by  the  faSlen  earth. 

Lowertz,  orLauerz,  standing  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake  round  which  o«r 
road  is  carried  on  a  terraced  embank- 
ment, lost  its  church  and  several  of  its 
houses  in  the  same  catastrophe.  The 
lake  was  diminished  by  one  quarter 
in  consequence  of  the  avalanche  of 
mud  and  rubbish  which  entered  it, 
and  its  waters  were  thrown  up  in  a 
wave  70  feet  high  to  the  opposite  bank, 
so  as  to  cover  the  picturesque  island, 
and  sweep  away  a  small  chapel  which 
stood  upon  it.    The  ruined  CastU  of 
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Sehieamauy  still  existmg  upon  it,  has 
aa  historical  interest  from  having 
been  destroyed  at  the  first  rising  of 
the  Swiss  Confederates  in  1308,  to 
avenge  an-  outrage  committed  by  the 
Seigneur,  in  carrying  off  a  damsel 
■gainst  her  will,  and  detaining  her  in 
confinement.  '*  There  is  a  mold  and 
sombre  tradition  attached  to  this 
Island,  that  *once  a  year  cries  are 
heard  to  come  from  it,  and  suddenly 
the  ghost  of  the  tyrant  is  seen  to 
paas,  chased  by  the  vengelul  spirit  of 
a  ]^e  girl,  bearing  a  torch,  and 
shrieking  wildly.  At  first  he  eludes 
her  swiftness;  but  at  length  she  gains 
upon  him,  and  forces  him  into  the 
lake,  where  he  sinks  with  doleful 
straggles;  and,  as  the  waves  close 
over  the  condemned,  the  shores  ring 
with  fearful  and  unearthly  yellings.  ' 
[Near  the  village  of  Lowertz  another 
footpath  strikes  up  the  Rigi,  which  is 
shorter  than  going  ronnd  by  Groldauibr 
travellers  appron^ing  firom  Schwytz 
or  Brunnen.  About  3  m.  above  Low- 
erts  it  fiedls  into  the  path  firom  Gol- 
dan.  (Rte.  15.)  The  Rigi  Knlm  may 
be  reached  by  it  in  3  hours.] 

Seewen — (Inn:  ZumKreuts) — avil* 
lage  at  the  £.  extremity  of  the  lake, 
is  resorted  to  on  account  of  its  chaly- 
beate springs.  Baths,  &c.,  have  been 
established  here.  A  direct  road  to 
Brunnen  here  turns  to  the  rL ;  it  is 
1^  m.  shorter  than  that  by  Schwytc, 
but  is  not  good. 

Schwytz— (^Inna :  Rossli,  clean  and 
reasonable; — ^H.  Hettinger;  Pension 
Yiitz,  10  min.  walk,  comfortable,  and 
prettily  situated) — is  a  mere  village, 
though  the  chief  place  in  the  canton — 
'*  the  heart's  core  of  Helvetia" — ^from 
which  comes  the  name  Switzerland, 
and  contains  5748  Inhab.  (nearly 
all  Roman  Catholics,  including  the 
acyoining  scattered  houses  and  vil- 
lages, which  all  belong  to  one  parish. 
It  lies  picturesquely,  about  3  m.  from 
Brwnnen  (Rte.  18),  its  port  on  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  at  the  foot  of  the  very 
conspicuous  double-peaked  mountain, 
called  Mythen  (Mitres),  the  loftiest 
of  whose  horns  is  5860  feet  above  the 
sea;  and  they  flank  the  summit  of  the 
Hacken  Pass. 


A<yoining  the  Parish  Chwckt  a  mo- 
dem building,  finished  in  1774,  is  a 
small  Gothic  chapel,  called  Kerker, 
erected,  according  to  tradition,  at  a 
time  when  admission  to  the  diiireh 
was  denied  the  people  by  a  ban  of  ex- 
communication from  tne  Pone.  It 
was  built  in  great  haste,  half  of  it 
within  three  days,  and  the  mass  was 
secretly  administered  within  it. 

In  the  Cemetery  of  the  parish  church 
is  the  grave  of  Aloys  Riding,  the  pa- 
triotic leader  (Landeshauptman)  of 
the  Sv^ss  against  the  French  Repub- 
licans, in  1798.  **  Cujus  nomen  summa 
laus,"  says  his  epitaph. 

The  Bathhaust  a  building  of  no  great 
antiquity  nor  beauty,  in  which  the 
Council  of  the  canton  holds  its  sittings, 
is  decorated  with  ^rtraits  of  43  Lan-i 
dammen,  and  a  painting  representing 
Uie  events  of  the  early  Swiss  history, 

The  Arsenal  contains  banners  taken 
by  the  Schwytzers  at  Morgarten,  and 
others  borne  by  them  in  the  battles  of 
Laupen,  Sempach,  Kappel,  Morat, 
&c;  also  a  consecrated  standard  pre- 
sented by  Pope  Julius  IL  to  the 
Schwytzers. 

The  Archiv  (record-ofiice)  is  a  tower 
of  rough  masonry  several  stories  high, 
and  was  probably  once  a  castle:  its 
walls  are  remarkably  thick,  and  be^ 
neath  it  are  dungeons. 

Schwytz  possesses  a  Capuchin  con- 
vent, and  a  Dominican  nunnery,  founds 
ed  in  1287.  A  Jesuit  convent  and 
Ch.,  built  1847,  on  the  hill,  has  never 
been  occupied. 

Modei  of  the  valley  of  Muotta,  illus- 
trating the  French  and  Russian  cam- 
paign at  M.  Schindlem*s. 

Siligences  to  Lucerne,  Ziirich,  Rich* 
terschwyl,  Einsiedeln,  St.  Gall,  and 
Glarus. 

The  Schwytzers  first  became  known 
in  Europe  about  the  year  1200,  in  a 
dispute  which  the  natives  of  this  dis- 
trict had  with  the  tenants  of  the 
monks  of  Einsiedeln.  The  holy  Fa- 
thers, concealing  from  the  Emperor 
the  very  existence  of  such  a  race  as 
the  men  of  Schwytz,  had  obtained 
from  him  a  grant  of  their  possessions, 
as  waste  and  unoccupied  lands.  The 
Schwytzers,    however,  were  able  to 
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maintain  their  own  property  by  their 
own  swords,  until  at  length  the  Em- 
peror Frederick  II.  confirmed  to  them 
their  rights. 

The  name  Swiss  ^Schwytzer)  was 
first  given  to  the  innabitants  of  the 
three  Forest  cantons  after  the  battle 
of  Morgarten,  their  earliest  victory,  in 
which  the  men  of  Schwytz  had  taken 
the  lead,  and  prominently  distin- 
guished themselves  above  the  others. 

At  Ibachy  a  village  on  the  Muotta 
(through  which  the  road  to  Brunnen 
passes),  may  be  seen  the  place  of  as- 
semblage where  the  Cantons-Landes- 
Gemeinde — consisting  of  aU  the  male 
citizens  of  the  canton — ^formerly  met 
in  the  open  air  to  choose  their  magis- 
trates, from  the  Landammans  down 
to  the  lowest  officer.  Here  they  used 
to  deliberate  and  vote  on  the  afiBurs 
of  the  state,  decide  on  peace  or  war, 
form  alliances,  or  despatch  embassies 
— a  singular  example  of  universal 
suffrage  and  the  legislation  of  the 
masses.  The  business  was  opened  by 
prayer,  and  by  the  whole  assembly 
kneeling,  and  taking  an  oath  faithfully 
to  discharge  their  legislative  duties. 
According  to  the  Constitution  of  1833, 
the  General  Assemblies  of  the  canton 
are  now  held  at  Rothenthum,  on  the 
road  to  Einsiedeln.  At  present  the 
meeting  of  the  Circle  only  is  held 
here. 
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THE  LAKE  OF  LUCERNE.   LUCERNE  TQ 

FLUELBN.     {See  Map,  p.  51). 

Steamers  5  times  a  day  (1863)  be« 
tween  Lucerne  and  Flfielen  (26  Eng. 
m.)  and  back — to  Wegg^s  in  J  hr.^ 
Beckenried  in  1}  hr.~Gersau  in  1  f  hr. 
— Bronnen,  2^  hrs. — Fliielen  in  3  hrs. 
Fare — 1st  class,  4  fr.  60,  to  Fliielen. 
Return-tickets  for  3  days  6  fr.  Pas- 
sengers for  SchwTE  and  for  the  St. 
Gotthard  line  are  booked  on  board. 

The  scale  of  charges  for  conveying 
carriages,  including  embarking,  is 
fixed  by  tariff  in  the  Indicateur. 

Boats  may  be  hired  at  all  the  ports 
on  the  lake,  and  are  convenient  when 
the  steamer's  time  is  not  suitable.  The 
charges  are  fixed  by  tariff,  which  may 
be  seen  at  the  inns,  bat  the  men  ex- 
pect a  bonnemain. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  dancers 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  arising  rrom 
storms:  sudden  and  tempestuous  winds 
no  doubt  do  sometimes  occur  ;  but  the 
boatmen  can  always  foresee  tiie  ap- 
proach of  a  storm,  and  are  very  care- 
ful not  to  subject  themselves  to  any 
risk.  The  clumsy  flat-bottomed  boats 
are  only  fit  for  the  dead  calm  which 
generally  prevails,  and  would  be  use- 
leaa  if  there  was  often  bad  weather ; 
yet  instances  of  accidents  are  hardly 
known— either  the  boatmen  will  not 
stir  out,  or  put  into  shore,  which  is 
always  near,  on  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  bad  weather.  Those  who 
trust  themselves  on  the  lake  in  boats 
should  implicitly  follow  the  advice  of 
the  boatmen,  and  not  urge  them  to 
venture  when  disinclined,  neither  they 
nor  their  boats  being  fit  for  bad 
weather. 

The  winds  on  the  lake  are  singularly 
capricious  and  variable,  blowing  at  the 
same  time  from  opposite  quarters  of 
the  compass  in  different  parts  of  it, 
so  that  tne  boatmen  say  that  there  is 
a  new  wind  behind  every  promontory. 
The  most  violent  is  the  S.  wmd,  or  Fohn, 
which  occasionally  rushes  so  furiously 
down  the  bay  of  tJ ri  as  to  prevent  the 
progress  of  any  row-boat,  and  renders 
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it  difficult  for  even  a  steftmer  to 
make  headway.  During  fine  weather, 
in  summer,  the  north  wind  blows 
along  the  bay  of  Uri  from  ten  to  three 
or  four,  after  which  it  dies  away,  and 
18  succeeded  by  the  S.  wind.  The 
boatmen, in  comingfrom  Lucerne, en- 
deavour to  reach  Fiiielen  before  the 
wind  turns. 

The  Lake  of  Lucerne,  or  of  the  Fbnr 
Forest  CcoOons  (Vier-Waldstadter- 
8ee),  so  called  from  the  cantons  of 
Uri,  Unterwalden,  Schwyts,  and  Lu- 
cerne, which  exclusively  form  its 
shores,  is  distinguished  above  every 
lake  in  Switzerland,  and  perhaps  in 
Europe,  by  the  beauty  and  sublime 
grandeur  of  its  scenery.  It  is  hardly 
leas  interesting  from  the  historical 
recollections  connected  with  it.  Its 
shores  are  a  classic  region — the  sanc- 
tuary of  liberty  ;  on  them  took  place 
those  memorable  events  which  gave 
freedom  to  Switzerland  —  here  the 
first  Confederacy  was  formed ;  and, 
above  all,  its  borders  were  the  scene 
of  the  heroic  deeds  and  signal  ven- 
geance of  William  Tell,  on  which 
account -they  are  sometimes  called 
Tell's  Country. 

The  lake  lies  at  a  height  of  1406  ft. 
above  the  sea-level :  it  is  of  very  ir- 
r^^ar  shape,  assuming,  near  its  W. 
extremity,  the  form  of  a  cross.  Its 
various  nays,  branching  in  different 
directions,  are  navigated  by  separate 
lines  of  steamers,  and  are  each  named 
after  the  chief  town  or  villa^  situated 
on  them :  thus  theW.  branch  is  properly 
the  lake  of  Lucerne ;  then  come  the 
bays  of  Alpnach  on  the  S.,  Kiissnacht 
on  die  N.,  Buochs,  stretching  £.  and 
W.  ;  and  lastly,  the  bajr  of  Uri,  run- 
ning N.  and  S.,  entirely  enclosed 
within  the  mountains  of  that  canton. 

Quitting  Lucerne,  the  steamboat 
soon  arrives  abreast  of  a  promontory 
on  the  1.,  called  Me^genhom,  close 
off  which  lies  a  small  island,  the  only 
one  in  the  lake.  A  Frenchman,  the 
Abbe  Reynal,  took  upon  himself  to 
raise  upon  it  a  monument  to  the 
founder  of  Swiss  liberty  ;  it  consisted 
of  a  wooden  obelisk,  painted  to  look 
like  granite,  with  Tell's  apple  and 
arrow  on  the  top.    This  gingerbread 


memorial  of  vanity  and  bad  taste  was 
luckily  destroyed  by  lightning.  Thus 
fiftr  the  shores  of  the  lake  are  undu- 
lating hills,  clothed  with  verdure,  and 
dotted  with  houses  and  villas — a  smil- 
ing scene  to  which  the  dark  ridge 
of  Pilatus  adds  a  solitary  feature  of 
grandeur.  After  doubling  the  cape 
of  the  Meggenhom,  the  bay  of  Kiiss- 
nacht opens  out  on  the  X,  that  of 
Alpnach  on  the  rt.,  and  the  traveller 
finds  himself  in  the  centre  of  the 
cross  or  transept  (so  to  call  it)  of  the 
lake.  From  this  point  Mount  Pilate 
is  seen  to  great  advantage — clouds 
and  darkness  almost  invariably  rest 
upon  his  head,  and  his  serrated  ridge 
and  gloomy  sides  have  a  sullen  air  m 
the  midst  of  the  sunny  and  cheerful 
landscape  around.  The  superstitions 
connected  with  this  mountain  are 
mentioned  in  Rte.  16. 

Looking  up  the  bay  of  Eussnacht 
the  ruined  castle  of  Neu  Habsburg  is 
seen  on  the  1.  perched  on  a  cliff ;  and, 
at  the  further  extremity  of  the  village 
of  Kiissnacht,  a  fort  belonging  to  the 
counts  of  that  name.  The  colossal 
mass  of  the  Rigi  occupies  the  ofher 
side  of  the  bay.  Its  sides  are  girt 
with  forests,  oelow  which  runs  a 
fringe  of  fields  and  gardens,  dotted 
with  cottages ;  while,  above,  it  is 
clothed  to  its  very  summit  with  ver- 
dant pastures,  feeding  a  hundred 
flocks; — an  agreeable  contrast  to  his 
opposite  neighbour  Pilate. 

After  weathering  the  promontory 
of  Tanzenburg,  a  spur  or  buttress  de- 
scending from  the  Rigi,  the  village  of 
Weggis  appears  in  sight :  it  is  the 
usual  port  of  embarkation  for  travel- 
lers returning  from  the  Rig^,  and  may 
be  reached  in  about  an  hour  from  Lu- 
cerne. The  high  precipices  opposite 
Weggis  belong  to  canton  Unterwalden, 
but  Sie  narrow  ledge  of  meadow  at 
their  base  is  in  canton  Lucerne. 

Two  rocky  headlands  projecting 
from  the  Rigi  on  one  side,  and  the 
Burgenburg  on  the  other —  signifi- 
cantly called  the  Noses  (Nasen) — now 
appear  to  close  up  the  lake  ;  but  as 
the  boat  advances,  a  narrow  strait, 
not  more  than  1^  m.  wide,  is  disclosed 
between  them.    Once  through  these 
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narrows,  and  the  noses  seem  to  have 
overlapped  each  other,  and  the  tra- 
veller enters,  as  it  were,  a  new  lake 
shut  out  bv  high  mountains  from  that 
which  he  has  traversed  before.  This 
oval  basin  is  called  the  OiUf  of  Buoc/u, 
from  the  little  village  at  the  bottom 
of  the  bay  on  its  S.  shore,  behind 
which  rise  two  grand  mountains,  the 
Buochser  and  Stanfer-Hom. 

Bwkenried  {Inn :  Sonne  ;  Mond  ; 
Krone;  Adler),  a  very  thriving  place, 
many  houses  in  construction,  was 
once  the  place  of  assembly  of  the 
council  of  the  4  cantons.  The  steamers 
here  land  passengers  bound  for  Buachs 
(3  m.)  or  StoM  (6  m.).  Carriages 
may  be  hired  here,  and  there  is  an 
omnibus  daily  for  Lungem  and  the 
Briinig  (lite.  19). 

There  is  a  pleasant  walk  from  Beck- 
enried  to  Griitli,  by  a  charming  path, 
leading  in  2^  hrs.  by  Emetten,  the 
Seelis-see  and  the  village  of  Seelis- 
berg.  A  splendid  view  of  the  lake 
from  the  top  of  the  ascent  between 
Beckenried  and  Emetten. 

On  the  opposite  shore,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Bigi,  nestles  the  little  village 
Gersau  —  (^Inn  and  Pension:  Sonne, 
small,  but  clean)  —  which,  with  the 
email  strip  of  cultivated  and  meadow 
.land  behind  it,  formed,  for  four  cen- 
turies, an  independent  state,  undoubt- 
edly the  smallest  in  civilized  Europe. 

Its  entire  territory  consisted  of  a 
slope  leaning  aeainst  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  produced  probably  by  the 
earth  and  rubbish  washed  dovm  from 
above,  by  two  mountain  -  torrents 
breaking  out  of  ravines  behind  it 
The  whole  extent  of  land  cannot  mea- 
sure more  than  3  m.  by  2,  which 
would  make  a  very  smiul  parish  in 
England  ;  scarcely  an  acre  of  it  is 
level  ground,  but  it  is  covered  with 
orchards,  and  supports  a  population 
of  1348  souls,  dwelling  in  174  houses, 
82  of  which  form  the  village. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  people  of 
Gersau  bought  their  freedom  rrom  a 
state  of  villenage  in  1390,  with  a  sum 
of  690  lbs.  of  pfennings,  scraped  to- 
gether after  10  years  of  hard  toil,  to 
satisfy  the  Ix>ras  of  Moos,  citizens  of 
liuceme,  whose  serfs  they  had  pre- 


viously been.  They  maintained  their 
independence  apart  from  any  other 
canton,  and  governed  by  a  landani- 
man  and  council,  chosen  from  among 
themselyes,  until  the  French  occupied 
Switzerland  in  1798,  since  which  they 
have  been  united  with  the  canton 
Schwyts.  Though  Gersau  possessed 
a  criminal  jurisdiction  of  its  own,  to- 
gether virith  a  gallows  still  left  stand- 
ing, no  instance  of  a  capital  execution 
occurred  during  the  whole  of  its  ex-  ., 
istenoe  as  a  separate  state. 

There  is  something  very  pleasing 
in  the  aspect  of  Gersau  on  the  margin 
of  its  qmet  cove,  shrouded  in  orchards 
and  shut  out  from  the  rest  of  the  world 
by  the  precipices  of  the  Bigi;  for, 
although  there  is  a  path  hence  to 
Brunnen,  and  another  to  the  top  of 
the  monntain,  they  are  difficult  and 
little  used.  Its  picturesque,  broad- 
brimmed  cottages  are  scattered  among 
the  fields  and  chesnut  woods  nearly 
to  the  summit  of  the  slopes;  some 
perched  on  slofMng  lawns,  so  steep  that 
they  seem  likely  to  slip  into  the  lake. 
A  road  has  been  made  from  Gersaa 
along  the  lake  to  Brunnen,  and  a  path 
leads  up  the  Bigi  by  the  Rigi  Schei- 
deck  Inn  (Rte.  15\ 

The  steamer  calls  off  Gersau,  which 
is  reached  in  1^  hr.  from  Lucerne. 
As  soon  ss  it  is  left  behind,  the  sin- 
gular bare  peaks  of  the  Mythen 
FMitres)  start  up  into  view, — at  their 
toot  the  townof  Schwytsis  hvalt,  3  nu 
inland,  and  in  front  of  them  stands 
the  village  of 

Brunnen  —  (Inns :  Golden  Adler ; 
Cheval  Blanc ;  the  Pension  Auf  der 
Biauer,  at  Gutsch,  is  well  spoken  of, 
as  affording  quiet,  cottage  accommoda- 
tion, and  ^kmI  cooking)— -the  bustling 
port  of  the  canton  Schwytz,  built  at  the 
month  of  the  river  Muotta.  Its  position 
in  reference  to  the  surrounding  scenery 
is  one  of  the  most  fortunate  on  the 
lake,  commanding  a  view  along  two 
of  its  finest  reaches.  Mt.  Pilatus  is 
well  seen  froni  this.  The  warehouse, 
called  Sust,  bears  on  its  outer  walls 
a  rude  painting  of  the  three  Con- 
federates, to  commemorate  the  first 
alliance  which  was  formed  on  this 
spot  between  the  Eorest  Cantons  in 
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1315,  after  the  batUe  of  Morgarten. 
AloTB  Reding  here  raised  the  standard 
of  revolt  against  the  French  in  1798. 
[Those  who  intend  to  ascend  the 
K&  firom  this,  osnally  take  a  char  to 
Gmdaa  (charge  9  frs.)  :  —  for  pe« 
destrians  there  is  a  shorter  footpath 
from  Lowertx  (see  Rte.  17).  The 
Stoss,  2^  hrs.  to  the  SJE,  of  Bnnmen, 
and  especially  the  Frohnalp,  1^  hr. 
&  from  the  Stoss,  command  magnifi- 
cent Tiews.  The  Frohnalp  Pension  is 
nearly  opposite  Seelisberg;  it  is  ele- 
vated and  airy.] 

Diligences  for  SL  Gall,  Einsiedeln, 
and  Zag. 

Opposite  Bmnnen,  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons  changes  at  once  its  di- 
rection and  its  character.  Along  the 
bay  of  Uri,  or  of  Fl&elen  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  it  stretches  nearly  N. 
and  S.  Its  borders  are  perpendicular, 
and  almost  nnintemipted  precipices  ; 
the  basements  and  buttresses  of  co- 
lossal mountains,  hieher  than  any  of 
those  which  OTerlook  the  other 
branches  of  the  lake;  and  their  snowy 
summits  peer  down  from  above  the 
clouds,  or  through  the  gullies  in  their 
sides,  upon  the  dark  giuf  below.  At 
the  point  of  the  promontory,  opposite 
Brunnen,  stands  a  small  inn,  called 
Treib,  with  a  little  haven  in  front, 
in  which  boats  often  take  shelter. 
The  small  village  of  Scelisberg  stands 
on  the  slope  of  the  mountain  above 
Treib ;  just  beyond  which  is  the 
popular  Pension  (and  Ourhaus)  of 
Sonnenherq^  1  hr.  from  Treib,  2(  hrs. 
ftt>m  Becicenried,  and  by  a  steep  climb 
of  I  hr.  .from  Griitli.  It  is  about 
1300  fieet  above  the  lake,  and  is  filled 
to  overflowing  during  the  season. 
Kew  milk  every  morning  at  6.  8on- 
fienberg  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
brow  of  a  precipice,  immediately 
under  the  Oberbauen  or  Seelisbeiger 
Kulm  (8  hrs.  ascent),  and  the  Uri 
Bothstock,  and  looks  directly  down 
on  the  briffht  waters  of  the  lake.  It 
is  surrounded  by  fragrant  fir-woods, 
and  many  pretty  walks  lead  from  it. 
One  may  bathe  in  the  lake  of  Seelis- 
berg.  Panorama  from  the  Seelisberger 
Kulm,  practicable  for  good  lady 
walkers,  is  first  class.     There  is  a 


footpath  from  Treib  to  FInelen  over 
the  mountains  by  Seelisberg,  Bauen, 
Isenthal,  and  Seedorf.  There  is  a 
similar  and  equally  difiicult  path  from 
Schwyts  to  Morsebach,  Sisikon  (or 
Sissigen),  Tellenrtith,  to  Altorf,  which 
was  nevertheless  traversed  by  the 
French  General  Lecourbe,  with  his 
army,  in  pursuit  of  Suwarrow,  in  the 
night,  by  torchlight,  in  1799.  The 
want  of  Doats  to  transport  his  forces 
across  the  lake  compelled  him  to  this 
daring  exploit.  On  turning  the  comer 
of  the  promontory  of  Treib,  a  singular 
rock,  called  Wytenstem,  rising  like  an 
obelisk  out  of  the  water,  is  passed,  and 
the  bay  of  Uri,  in  all  its  stupendous 
grandeur,  bursts  into  view. 

**  It  is  upon  this  that  the  superiority 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  all  other 
lakes,  or,  as  fiir  as  I  know,  scenes 
upon  earth,  depends.  The  vast  moun- 
tains rising  on  every  side  and  closing 
at  the  end,  with  their  rich  clothing  of 
wood,  the  sweet  soft  spots  of  verdant 
pasture  scattered  at  their  feet,  and 
sometimes  on  their  breast,  and  the 
expanse  of  water,  unbroken  by  islands, 
and  almost  undisturbed  by  any  signs  of 
living  men,  make  an  impression  which 
it  would  be  foolish  to  attempt  to  con- 
vey by  words." — Sir  James  Mackintosh, 

After  passing  the  Wytenstein  about 
a  mile,  the  precipices  recede  a  little, 
leaving  a  small  ledge,  formed  by  earth 
fallen  from  above,  and  sloping  down 
to  the  water's  edge.  A  few  walnut 
and  chesnut  trees  have  here  taken 
root,  and  the  small  space  of  level 
ground  is  occupied  bv  a  meadow  con- 
spicuous among  tne  surrounding 
woods  from  the  brightness  of  its  ver- 
dure. This  is  Grutli  or  Hatli,  the 
spot  pointed  out  by  tradition  as  the 
rendezvous  of  the  3  founders  of  Swiss 
freedom,  —  Werner  Staufiacher,  of 
Steinen,  in  Schwytz ;  £mi  (Arnold) 
an  der  Halden,  of  Melchthal,  in  Un- 
terwalden  ;  and  Walter  Fiirst,  of  At- 
tinghausen,  in  UrL  These  **  honest 
conspirators*'  met  in  secret  in  the 
dead  of  night,  on  this  secluded  spot, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1307,  to  form 
the  plan  for  liberating  their  country 
from  the  oppression  of  their  Austrian 
governors.    They  here  *•  swore  to  be 
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faithfol  to  each  other,  hut  to  do  no 
wrong  to  the  Count  of  Habshurg,  and 
not  to  maltreat  his  governors." 

^  These  poor  mountaineers,  in  the 
14th  cent,  furnish,  perhaps,  the  only 
example  of  insurgents  wno,  at  the 
moment  of  revolt,  bind  themselves  as 
sacredly  to  be  just  and  merciful  to 
their  oppressors  as  to  be  faithful  to 
each  other  ;'*  and,  we  may  add,  who 
carried  out  their  intentions.  The 
scheme  thus  concerted  was  carried 
into  execution  on  the  following  new 
year's  day  ;  and  such  was  the  origin 
of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

According  to  popular  belief,  which 
everywhere  in  Switzerland  connects 
political  events  with  notions  of  reli- 
gion, the  oath  of  the  Griitli  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  miracle,  and  3  springs 
gushed  forth  from  the  spot  upon  which 
the  3  confederates  had  stood.  In  token 
of  this  every  stranger  is  conducted  to 
a  little  hut  'built  over  the  3  sources  of 
pure  water,  and  is  invited  to  drink 
out  of  them  to  the  memory  of  the  3 
founders  of  Swiss  freedom.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  the  3  sources  are  not 
merely  1  split  into  3  ;  but  few  would 
search  to  aetect  *'  the  pious  fraud." 

The  view  from  Griitli  is  delie^htfuL 
A  small  scar  may  be  observed  from 
hence  on  the  face  of  the  opposite 
precipice  of  the  Frohnalpstock,  formed 
by  the  fall  of  a  piece  of  rock.  The 
fragment  which  has  left  such  a  trifling 
blemish  was  about  1200  ft.  wide ; 
when  it  fell  it  raised  such  a  wave  on 
the  lake  as  overwhelmed  5  houses  of 
the  village  of  Sissigen,  distant  1  mile, 
and  1 1  of  its  inhabitants  were  drowned. 
The  swell  was  felt  at  Lucerne,  more 
than  20  miles  off. 

The  immediate  shores  of  the  bay 
of  Uri  are  utterly  pathless,  since,  for 
the  most  part,  its  sides  are  precipices, 
descending  vertically  into  the  water, 
without  an  inch  of  foreground  be- 
tween. Here  and  there  a  small  sloping 
ledge  intervenes,  as  at  Griitli,  and  on 
one  or  two  other  spots  room  has  been 
found  for  a  scanty  group  of  houses,  as 
at  Sisikon,  Bauen,  Isleten,  &c.  The 
strata  are  singularly  contorted  in 
many  places. 

A  httle  shelf,  or  platform,  at  the 


foot  of  the  Achsenburg,  on  the  £. 
shore  of  the  lake,  called  the  TeUen^ 
Platte,  is  occupied  by  Tell's  Chapel, 
and  may  be  reached  in  {  hr.  by  boat 
from  Griitli.  Here,  according  to  the 
tradition.  Tell  sprang  on  shore  out 
of  the  b<Mit  in  which  Uessler  was  car- 
rying him  a  prisoner  to  the  dungeon 
of  Kiissnacht  (Rte.  15),  when  the 
sudden  storm  on  the  lake  compelled 
him  to  remove  Tell's  fetters,  in  order 
to  avail  himself  of  his  skill  as  steers- 
man :  thus  affording  the  captive  an 
opportunity  to  escape.  The  chapel, 
an  open  arcade  lined  with  rude  and 
&ded  paintings,  representing  the 
events  of  the  delivery  of  Switxerland, 
was  erected  by  canton  Uri  in  1388, 
only  31  years  after  Tell's  death,  and 
in  the  presence  of  114  persons  who 
had  known  him  personally — a  strong 
testimony  to  prove  that  the  events  of 
his  life  are  not  a  mere  romance. 
Once  a  year,  on  the  first  Friday  after 
the  Ascension,  mass  is  said  and  a 
sermon  preached  in  the  chapel,  which 
is  attenaed  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  who  repair  hither 
in  boats,  forming  an  aquatic  pro- 
cession. 

The  murder  of  Gessler  by  Tell, 
notwithstanding  the  provocation,  was 
a  stain  on  the  Swiss  revolution, 
marked  as  it  was  equally  by  the  just 
necessity  which  led  to  it  and  the  wise 
moderation  which  followed  it,  in  pre- 
venting the  shedding  of  blood,  so 
that  even  the  tyrannical  bailiffs  of  the 
Emperor  were  conducted  unharmed 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  there  set  free:  an  act  of  forbeiu*- 
ance  the  more  surprising  considering 
that  many  of  the  Swiss  leaders  were 
smarting  under  personal  wrongs  in- 
flicted by  these  Bailifis  or  Zwing- 
Herrn. 

Tell,  acting  by  the  impulse  of  his 
individual  wrongs,  liad  well  ni?h 
marred  the  designs  of  the  confe&- 
rates  by  precipitating  events  before 
the  plan  was  properly  matured.  Yet 
there  is  something  so  spirit-stirring 
in  the  history  of  **  the  mountain 
Brutus,"  that  there  is  no  doubt  the 
mere  narration  of  it  contributed  as 
much  towards  the  success  of  the  in* 
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surrection  and  the  freedom  of  Switser- 
land,  by  rousing  the  minds  of  a  whole 
people,  as  the  deep  and  well-concerted 
scheme  of  the  3  conspirators  of  Grutli. 
It  ought  to  be  addea  that  there  have 
been  fierce  disputes  as  to  the  existence 
of  Tell,  and  that  a  similar  storj  is  re- 
lated as  having  occurred  in  Denmark 
to  one  Toko  in  the  10th  cent. 

The  Tiew  from  Tell's  chapel  is  ex- 
ceedingly fine.  The  following  are 
the  remarks  of  Sir  James  Mackmtosh 
on  this  scene: — **  The  combination 
of  what  is  grandest  in  nature,  with 
whatever  is  pure  and  sublime  in  hu- 
man conduct,  aflected  me  in  this  pas- 
sage (along  the  lake)  more  power- 
fuUy  than  any  scene  which  I  had  ever 
seen*  Perhaps  neither  Greece  nor 
Rome  would  have  had  such  power 
over  me.  They  are  dead.  The  pre- 
sent inhabitants  are  a  new  race,  who 
regard  with  little  or  no  feeline  the 
memorials  of  former  ages.  This  is, 
perhaps,  the  only  place  in  our  globe 
where  deeds  of  pure  virtue,  ancient 
enough  to  be  venerable,  are  conse- 
crate by  the  religion  of  the  people, 
and  continue  to  command  interest 
and  reverence.  No  local  superstition 
so  beautiful  and  so  moral  anywhere 
exists.  The  inhabitants  of  Tnermo- 
pylsB  or  Marathon  know  no  more  of 
these  ficmious  spots  than  that  they  are 
so  many  square  feet  of  earth.  Eng- 
land is  too  extensive  a  country  to 
make  Rnnny^mede  an  object  of  na- 
tional affection.  In  countries  of  in- 
dustry and  wealth  the  stream  of  events 
sweeps  away  these  old  remembrances. 
The  solitude  of  the  Alps  is  a  sanc- 
tuary destined  for  the  monuments  of 
ancient  virtue;  Griitli  and  Tell's 
chapel  are  as  much  reverenced  by  the 
Alpine  peasants  as  Mecca  by  a  devout 
Musselman ;  and  the  deputies  of  the 
3  ancient  cantons  met,  so  late  as  the 
year  1715,  to  renew  their  allegiance 
and  their  oaths  of  eternal  union." 

The  depth  of  the  lake,  opposite 
Tell's  chapel,  is  800  ft.  After  round- 
ing the  cape  on  which  it  stands,  Flil- 
elen  appears  in  view.  On  the  W. 
shore  the  valley  of  Isenthal  opens 
out;  terminated  by  the  grand  snowy 
peaks  of  the  UriHothsiock  on  one  side. 


while  in  the  centre  the  vista  is  closed 
by  the  grand  conical  peak  of  the 
^ristfnstock. 

The  Uri  RothstocJe^  for  its  height, 
10,376  ft.,  is  one  of  the  easiest  moun- 
tains in  Switzerland.  Those  who  wish 
to  ascend  it  may  take  a  boat  from 
firunnen  or  Fliielen  tolsleten,  whence 
it  is  5  m.  to  Isenthal^  at  which  place 
there  is  tolerable  accommodation  for 
the  night  Next  morning  start  with 
one  of  the  Imfangers  as  a  guide  (b  fr. 
for  each  person),  and  return  at  night. 

Fliielen^  the  port  of  the  canton  Uri, 
may  be  reached  by  steam  in  20  mi- 
nutes from  Tell's  chapeL  Here  begins 
the  carriage-road  over  the  St.  Go- 
thard.   (Rte.  34.) 

Omnibus  from  Altorf  to  meet  the 
steamer. 
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A  good  carriage-road  has  been 
made  across  the  Briinig:  its  beauties 
are  fully  equal  to  those  of  the  former 
path,     (See  Map,  p.  51.) 

From  Lucerne,  steamer  to  Stanstad 
35  min.;  on  to  Alpnacht,  20  min., 
55  min.  in  aD;  fare  2  fr.  Diligence 
from  Alpnacht  over  to  Briinig,  to 
Brienz,  &c.  Passengers  booked  on 
board  the  steamer,  or  at  the  post-office, 
Lucerne.  Leaving  Lucerne  in  the 
morning,  Brienz  is  reached  by  the 
diligence  in  time  for  the  steamers  to 
Interlaken,  and  thence  by  the  rly. 
on  to  Berne. 

From  Lucerne  the  traveller  by 
water  proceeds  through  a  strait  be- 
tween tne  village  of  Slanzstad  on  the 
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L  and  the  spur  of  the  Pilatus,  called 
Lopper,  on  the  rt,  into  that  beautiful 
and  retired  g^f  of  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons,  called  the  Lake  of  Alp- 
nach.  The  castle  of  Botzberg,  on  its 
£.  shore,  is  remarkable  as  me  first 
stronghold  of  the  Austrians  of  which 
the  Swiss  confederates  gained  posses- 
sion on  New-jear's  day,  1308.  One  of 
the  part^,  the  accepted  lover  of  a  dam- 
sel withm  the  castle,  being,  according 
to  the  practice  of  Swiss  lovers  even  at 
the  present  time,  admitted  by  a  ladder 
of  ropes  to  a  midnight  interview  with 
his  mistress,  a  girl  living  within  its 
walls,  succeeded  in  introducing,  in 
the  same  way,  20  of  his  companions, 
who  found  no  difficulty  in  surprising 
and  overpowering  the  g^arrison.  The 
loves  of  Jageli  and  Anneli  have,  from 
that  day  torth,  been  celebrated  in 
Swiss  song.  A  series  of  simultaneous 
risings  in  other  parts  of  the  Forest 
Cantons  proved  equally  successful, 
and  in  24  hours  the  country  was  freed 
from  the  Austrian  rule. 

Stanzstad  (^Inns:  Zum  Winkelried; 
Rossli)  is  a  small  village  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  imm^ately  op- 
posite Winkel,  under  the  Rotsberg. 
It  is  distinguished  by  its  tall  watch- 
tower,  5  centuries  old.  In  1315,  a 
little  before  the  battle  of  Morgarten, 
a  vessel  laden  with  Austrian  par- 
tisans was  crushed  and  swamped  by 
a  millstone  hurled  from  the  top  of 
this  tower. 

An  embankment  has  been  thrown 
over  the  narrow  mouth  of  the  Alpnach 
arm  of  the  lake,  with  a  bridge  (Achen- 
briicke)  in  the  centre,  which  can  be 
raised  to  let  the  steamer  pass,  between 
Stanzstad  and  the  Lopper.  Omnibus 
daily,  Stanzstad  to  Beckenried. 

Gettad,  or  Aipnach^am^Gestad,  at  the 
8.  end  of  the  bay  (1^  hr.  from  Winkel) 
(Inn:  Cheval  Blanc — not  good),  is 
the  principal  port  for  travellers  going 
to  or  coming  from  the  Briinig.  A 
1 -horse  char  to  Lungern  costs  12  fr. 
and  drink-money  1  fr. ;  a  2-horse  car- 
riage 20  fr.  and  2  fr.  <hrink-money. 

The  carriage-road  from  Lucerne  to 
Alpnach-am-Gestad  runs  across  the 
promontory  to  Winkel  on  the  lake, 
thence  skirting  it  to  Hergiswyl  {Inn, 


Bossli*),  from  which  the  bridle-patibi 
ascends  the  Pilatus  to  the  KHmsenhom 
hoteL  It  next  coasts  around  the 
base  of  the  Lopper,  one  of  the  but- 
tresses of  Pilate,  to  the  Achenbrflcke, 
and  continues  by  the  shore  of  the 
Alpnach  Lake  to  Gestad. 

Alpnach  (Inna:  Hotel  Pilate,  weU 
spoken  of^  horses  for  the  ascent  of 
Pilatus  (to  the  BMnue  Hotel) ; 
Schliissel).  It  is  a  scattered  village 
of  1400  Inhab.  at  the  foot  of  the 
Pilatus  (Bte.  17),  which  extends 
1^  mile  from  the  water-side.  The 
extensive  forests  which  clothe  the 
sides  of  that  mountain  belong,  for  the 
most  part,  to  Alpnach,  and  would  be 
a  source  of  wealth  to  its  inhabitants  if 
they  could  be  got  at  more  easily.  It 
was  with  a  view  of  turning  to  account 
the  fine  timber  growing  on  spots 
barely  accessible  b^  ordinary  means, 
owing  to  their  height  and  the  rug- 
gedness  of  the  ground,  that  the  cele- 
brated Slide  of  Alpnach  was  con- 
structed. This  was  a  trough  of  wood 
formed  of  nearly  30,000  trees,  fast- 
ened together  lengthwise,  5  or  6  feet 
wide  at  the  top,  and  8  or  4  feet  deep, 
extending  from  a  height  of  2500  feet 
down  to  the  water's  edge.  It  was 
planned  and  executed  by  a  skilful 
engmeer  from  Wiirttemberg,  named 
Rupp.  The  course  of  this  vast  in- 
cline plane  was  in  some  places  cir- 
cuitous; it  was  supported  partly  on 
uprights;  and  thus  was  carried  over 
3  deep  ravines,  and,  in  two  instances, 
passed  underground.  Its  average  de- 
clivity did  not  exceed  1  foot  in  17,  yet 
this  sufficed  to  discharge  a  tree  100 
ft.  long  and  4  ft  in  diameter,  in  the 
short  space  of  6  minutes,  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  trough,  where  it 
was  launched,  into  the  lake  below,  a 
distance  exceeding  8  Eng.  m.  The 
trees  were  previously  prepared  by 
being  stripped  of  their  orancfaes, 
barked,  ana  rudely  dressed  with  the 
axe.  The  bottcon  of  the  trough  was 
kept  constantly  wet  by  allowing  a 
rill  of  water  to  trickle  down  it,  and 
thereby  diminish  the  friction.  Pro- 
fessor Playfiur,  who  has  written  a 
most  interesting  account  of  the  slide, 
says  that  the  trees  shot  downwards 
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with  a  noise  like  the  roar  of  thunder 
and  the  rapidity  of  lightnmg,  seeming 
to  shake  the  earth  as  they  passed 
Though  the  utmost  care  was  taken 
to  remove  every  obstacle,  it  sometimes 
hi^pened  that  a  tree  stuck  by  the 
way,  or,  being  arrested  suddenly  in 
its  progress,  leaped  or  bolted  out  of 
the  trough  with  a  force  capable  of 
cutting  the  trees  growing  at  the  side 
short  off,  and  of  diuhing  the  log  itself 
to  atoms.  To  prevent  such  accidents, 
watchmen  were  stationed  at  regpilar 
distances  along  the  sides  during  the 
operation  of  oischarging  the  wood, 
and  a  line  of  signals,  similar  to  those 
in  use  on  modem  railways,  were 
established,  showing,  by  a  concerted 
signal,  when  anything  went  wrong. 
The  timber,  when  discharged,  was 
collected  on  the  lake  and  floated  down 
the  Reuss  into  the  Rhine,  where  it 
was  formed  into  rafts,  such  as  are 
commonly  met  with  on  that  river, 
and  sold  m  Holland  for  ship-buildin? 
and  other  purposes.  Napoleon  had 
contracted  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
timber,  to  supply  his  dockyards;  but 
the  peace  of  1815,  by  diminishing  the 
demand,  rendered  the  speculation  un- 
profitable, and  the  slide,  having  been 
long  abandoned,  was  taken  down  in 
1819.  Similar  slides,  nearly  as  long, 
are  common  throughout  the  great 
forests  of  the  Tyrol  and  Styria.  (See 
Bandbook  for  South  Germany.)  In  1833 
some  French  speculators  constructed 
a  cart-road  up  the  Pilatus  into  the 
centre  of  its  forests,  and  the  timber 
squared  or  sawn  into  planks  was 
brought  down  on  the  axle,  drawn  by 
20  or  30  horses  and  oxen. 

The  Ch,  of  Alpnnchy  a  handsome 
modem  edifice,  with  a  taper  spire, 
was  built  with  the  timber  brought 
down  by  the  slide. 

In  the  canton  Unterwalden,  which 
we  are  about  to  traverse,  by  an  ancient 
law  every  inhabitant  was  bound  to 
guide  the  stranger  who  questions  him 
on  his  way,  without  fee  or  charge. 
The  road  ascends  the  valley  along  the 
left  bank  of  the  Aa,  about- 6  m.  to 
Somen, 

IBeckenried  io  the  Brihwj.  Becken- 
ried  is  a  village  of  1400  Inhab.,  beau- 


ttfblly  situated  on  the  Lake  of  Lucerne. 
The  Soleil  is  a  good  and  clean  Inn,  It 
can  furnish  chars  or  horses.  The 
steamers  from  Fliielen  land  passen- 
gers at  Beckenried  and  at  Buochs. 

The  char  or  diligence  road  runs 
round  the  bay  of  Buochs^  passing 
through  the  village  of  Buochs.  (/hyu  .* 
Krentx ;  Krone)  to 

Stani  —  Inns :  Krone  (Crown)  j 
En^l  (Angel) — capital  of  the  lower 
division  (Nidwalden)  of  canton  Un- 
terwalden, contains  1870  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Inhab.  It  was  in  the  Rathhaus 
of  Stans  that  the  venerable  Swiss 
worthy  Nicolas  Von  der  Flue  appeased 
the  burning  dissensions  of  tne  con- 
federates, in  1481,  by  his  wise  and 
soothing  counsels.  In  the  existing 
building  there  is  a  picture  represent- 
ing him  taking  leave  of  his  family. 
In  the  market-place  is  a  statue  of 
Arnold  of  Winkelried,  a  native  of 
Stanz,  with  the  "sheaf  of  spears"  in 
his  arms.  (See  Rte.  4.)  His  house 
is  also  shown  here,  now  occupied  Inr  a 
fomily  named  Kaiser,  that  of  Win- 
kelried being  extinct.  It  is  a  large 
ancient  f&rm-house,  of  which  one 
portion,  including  a  low  archway  with 
groined  entrance  and  dwarf  pillars, 
may  be  as  old  as  the  time  of  Win- 
kelried. The  field  on  which  it  stands 
is  called  in  old  records  "the  mea- 
dow of  Winkelried's  children."  On 
the  outer  walls  of  the  bone-house, 
attached  to  the  handsome  Parish 
Churchy  is  a  tablet  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  unfortunate  people  of 
Nidwalden  (386  in  number,  includ- 
ing 102  women  and  25  children)  who 
were  massacred,  in  defending  their 
homes,  by  the  French  in  September, 
1798.  In  that  year  this  division  of 
the  canton  was  the  only  part  of 
Switzerland  which  refused  tne  new 
constitution  tyrannically  imposed  on 
it  by  the  French  republic.  The  an- 
cient spirit  of  Swiss  independence, 
fanned  and  excited  by  the  exhort- 
ations of  the  priests  (which  in  this 
instance  must  oe  termed  fanatic,  as 
all  resistance  was  hopeless  and  use- 
less), stirred  up  this  ill-fated  com- 
munity to  engage  an  army  ten  times 
greater  tban  any  force   they  could 
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oppose  to  it,  and  consistiiig  of  veteran 
troops.  At  a  time  when  the  larger 
and  more  powerful  cantons  had 
yielded,  almost  without  a  strucele, 
the  brave  but  misguided  men  of  Un- 
terwalden  and  Scnwytz  afforded  the 
solitary  proof  that  Swiss  bravery  and 
love  of  nreedom  were  not  extinct  in 
the  land  of  TelL  Their  desperate 
resistance,  however,  served  only  to 
inflame  the  fury  of  their  foes.  After 
a  vain  attempt  made  by  the  French  to 
starve  the  tJnterwaldeners  into  sub- 
mission, •*on  the  3rd  of  September, 
1798,  General  Schauenburg,  the  French 
commander,  directed  a  general  attack 
to  be  made,  by  means  of  boats  from 
Lucerne,  as  well  as  by  the  Oberland. 
Repulsed  with  great  spirit  by  the 
inhabitants,  only  2000  strong,  the 
attack  was  renewed  every  day 
from  the  3rd  to  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember. On  this  last  day,  towards 
two  in  the  afternoon,  new  reinforce- 
ments havinj?  penetrated  by  the  land 
side,  with  field-pieces,  the  invaders 
forced  their  way  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  country.  In  their  despair  the 
people  rushed  on  them  with  very  in- 
ferior arms.  Whole  fiimilies  ^rished 
together ;  no  quarter  was  given  on 
either  side.  18  young  women  were 
found  among  the  dead,  side  by  side 
with  their  fathers  and  brothers,  near 
the  chapel  of  Winkelried.  63  persons 
who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  church 
of  Stanz  were  slaughtered  there,  with 
the  priest  at  the  altar.  Every  house 
in  tne  open  country,  in  all  600,  was 
burnt  down  ;  Stanz  itself  excepted, 
which  was  saved  by  the  humanity  of 
a  chef  de  brigade.  The  inhabitants 
who  survived  this  day,  wandering  in 
the  mountains  without  the  means  of 
subsistence,  would  have  died  during 
the  ensuing  winter  if  they  had  not  re- 
ceived timely  assistance  ^om  the  other 
cantons,  from  Germany  and  England, 
and  from  the  French  army  itseli^  after 
its  first  fury  was  abated.*  — Simond, 

The  attack  upon  Stanzstad  was 
conducted  by  General  Foy,  afterwards 
so  prominent  a  leader  of  the  liberal 
party  in  France.  That  unfortunate 
village  was  totally  consumed. 

Kems^  a  small  yiUage  7  m.  beyond 


Stanz,  with  a  tolerable  Inn.  The 
pedestrian  may  either  make  a  short 
cut  to  Sachselen  avoiding  SameA,  or 
may  take  a  boat  at  Samen  to  the 
u^per  end  of  the  lake  of  Samen.  A 
mile  and  a  half  beyond  Kerns  the  rdkd 
from  Beckenried  meets  the  road  from 
Lucerne  at] 

Samen (/mis ;  Samen  Hof ;  Aigle 

d'Or,  fair.)  This  village,  of  3000 
Inhab.,  is  the  capital  of  the  divi- 
sion of  the  canton  called  Obwalden, 
and  the  seat  of  the  Government. 
It  is  pleasingly  situated  at  the 
extremity  of  the  lake  of  Samen,  at 
the  foot  of  an  eminence  called  Lan- 
denberg,  a  spot  memorable  in  Swiss 
history  as  the  residence  of  the  cruel 
Austrian  bailiff  of  that  name  who  put 
out  the  eyes  of  the  aged  Henry  an 
der  Halden,  father  of  one  of  the  he- 
roes of  Grutli.  This  act  of  atrocity 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  popu- 
lar mind,  contributing,  with  other 
events,  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Swiss 
insurrection.  On  New-year's  morn- 
ing, 1308,  20  peasants  of  Obwalden 
repaired  to  the  castle  with  the  cus« 
tomary  presents  of  game,  poultry,  &c., 
for  the  seigneur,  who  had  gone  at 
that  hour  to  mass.  Admitted  within 
the  walls,  they  fixed  to  their  staves 
the  pike-heads  which  they  had  con- 
cealed beneath  their  dress,  blew  a 
blast  as  a  signal  to  30  confederates 
who  lay  in  ambush,  under  the  alders, 
outside  of  the  gate,  and,  in  coniunc- 
tion,  captured  the  stronghold  almost 
without  resistance.  No  vestige  of  the 
castle  now  remains:  the  terrace  which 
occupies  its  site,  and  commands  a 
most  beautiful  yiew,  has  since  1646 
served  for  the  annual  convocations  of 
the  citizens  of  the  canton,  who  meet 
there  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  elect- 
ing their  magistrates.  A^oining  it 
is  the  public  shooting-house,  for  the 

Eractioe  of  rifle  shooting.  The  upper 
alf  of  the  village  was  burnt  some 
years  ago.  The  lower  half  is  very  old; 
and  there  is  a  bridge  across  the  river 
nearly  300  years  old,  constructed,  like 
many  of  the  Swiss  bridges,  on  the 
modem  principle  of  having  the  arch 
above  the  roadway. 
The  Sathhaus,  a  plain  edifice,  not 
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unlike  the  coart-hoase  of  an  English 
county  town,  contains,  in  its  "busi- 
ness-fike  council  chambers,*'  portraits 
of  the  landammen  from  1381  to  1824. 
**The  artists  have  been  particularly 
saooessfbl  in  delineating  tne  beards. 
There  is  one  pictare,  however,  better 
than  the  rest,  of  Nicholas  von  der 
Flue,  one  of  the  worthies  of  Switzer- 
land, more  particularly  respected  in 
this  canton,  where  effigies  of  him 
abound.  He  enjoys  the  rare  reputa- 
tion of  a  patriot,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  peace-maker,  having  spent  his 
life  in  allaying  the  bitterness  and  dis- 
sensions Detween  his  countrymen, 
which,  at  one  time,  threatened  the 
destruction  of  the  Helvetian  Republic. 
After  an  active  life,  in  which  he 
acquired  a  good  reputation  as  a  soldier 
in  the  field,  and  an  adviser  in  council, 
at  50  years  of  age,  he  retired  from 
the  world  into  the  remote  valley 
of  Melchthal,  where  he  passed  his 
time  as  a  hermit  iii  a  humble  cell,  in 
exercises  of  piety.  His  reputation, 
however,  for  wisdom  as  well  as  virtue, 
was  so  high  that  the  counsellors  of 
the  confederacy  flocked  to  him  in  his 
solitude  to  seek  advice,  and  his  sudden 
appearance  before  the  Diet  at  Stanz 
and  his  conciliating  counsels  pre- 
vented the  dissolution  of  the  confe- 
deracy. After  enjoying  the  respect  of 
men  during  his  lifetime,  he  was  ho- 
noured after  his  death  (1487)  as  a  saint 

The  valley  of  Samen,  bounded  by 
gently  sloping  hills,  has  nothing  Al- 
pine m  its  scenery;  its  character  is 
quiet,  and  pastoral,  and  pleasing.  The 
successful  experiment  of  letting  off 
the  waters  of  the  lake  of  Lungem  has 
led  to  a  similar  project  of  reducing 
jthat  of  Samen,  which  will  probably  hS 
<:arried  into  effisct  sooner  or  later. 

[The  Storegg  and  Jauohli  passes 
from  Samen  to  Engelberg  are  de- 
scribed in  Bte.  31.] 

The  road  skirting  the  E.  shore  of 
the  lake  traverses  the  pretty  village  of 

Sachaelen  (Inna:  Kreutx,  good  ;  En- 
gel,  comfortable.)  Within  the  Pariah 
Church,  Nicholas  von  der  Flue,  the 
hermit  and  saint,  is  interred.  His 
bones  lie,  but  do  not  repose,  in  a 
(lass  case  above  the  high  altar,  the 


shutters  of  which  are  opened  for  tra- 
vellers, and  are  also  withdrawn  at 
stated  seasons  in  order  to  be  exhi- 
bited to  the  crowds  of  pilgrims  who 
repair  hither  to  pay  their  vows  to  the 
saint.  Within  the  nbs,  where  the  heart 
was,  there  is  now  a  jewelled  cross,  and 
from  the  breast  hang  several  military 
orders  gained  by  natives  of  Unterwal- 
den  in  military  service, but  offered  up  to 
the  use  of  the  dead  saint,  who  is  known 
to  the  peasants  by  the  name  of  Bruder 
Klaus.  There  is  a  wooden  figure  in 
the  transept,  clothed  virith  the  saint^s 
veritable  robes.  The  walls  are  lined, 
by  devotees,  with  votive  tablets  offered 
to  the  shrine  of  St.  Nicholas,  record- 
ing miracles  supposed  to  have  been 
performed  by  him. 

The  village  Gyswyl  was  half  swept 
away  in  1629  by  an  inundation  of 
the  torrent  LaniDach,  which  brought 
so  much  rubbish  into  the  valley  as 
to  dam  up  the  waters  of  the  Aa.  A 
lake,  thus  created,  lasted  for  130 
years,  when  it  was  finally  let  off 
by  an  artificial  canal  into  the  lake  of 
Samen. 

[The  summit  of  the  Rothham,  cele- 
brated for  its  view,  may  be  reached  in 
6  hours  from  Gyswyl;  the  path,  at 
least  for  the  first  3  hours,  is  good;  the 
descent  into  the  valley  above  Sorenberg 
is  not  so  good.    (See  Rte.  25  e.)] 

The  steep  ascent  of  the  KaiseralM 
requires  to  be  surmounted  before  the 
road  reaches  a  higher  platform  in  the 
valley  occupied  by  the  Lake  of  Lungem. 

This  lake  was  formerly  a  beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  embowered  in  woods 
sweeping  down  to  its  margin,  and 
partty  enclosed  by  steep  banks.  The 
dwellers  on  its  shores,  less  influenced 
by  admiration  of  its  picturesqueness 
than  by  the  prospect  of  enriching 
themselves  in  the  acquisition  of  500 
acres  of  good  land,  previously  buried 
under  water,  tappea  it  a  few  years 
ago,  lowering  its  surface  by  about  120 
feet,  and  r^ucmg  its  dimensions — 
and  thereby  its  beauty — by  nearly  one 
half. 

The  cost  of  this  enterprise  was 
51,826  f.  (5000n  and  19,000  days' 
labour  peiformea  by  the  peasants. 
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Ltmgem  (Imu:  Lowe,  good;  Hotel 
Briinig,  Post),  about  10  m.  from 
Sarnen,  the  last  village  in  the  valley, 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Briinig, 
and  at  the  S.  end  of  the  lake,  now  re- 
moved by  the  drainage  some  distance 
from  it 

The  carriage-road  over  the  Briinig, 
leaving  the  old  mule-path  I.,  ascends 
in  well-constructed  si^ag  sweeps 
through  the  forest  until  it  reaches  the 
summit. 

[There  Ls  a  short  cut  for  pedestrians 
to  Brienz.]  From  this  the  ascent  of 
the  Wylerhom  (5895  ft.)  may  be  made. 

The  culminating  point  of  the  pass 
of  the  Briinig  is  3294  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  From  the  summit,  near  the 
frontier  of  canton  Berne,  a  charming 
and  first-rate  view  Ls  obtained  along 
the  entire  valley  of  Nidwalden, 
backed  by  the  Filatus,  with  the 
Lungern  See  for  a  foreground,  form- 
ing altogether  one  of  Uie  most  deli- 
cious scenes  in  Switzerland.  From 
the  brow,  the  valley  of  Hasli,  with  the 
Aar  winding  through  the  midst,  opens 
out  to  the  view  of  the  traveller,  backed 
by  the  gigantic  and  snow-white  crests 
of  the  Wetterhom,  Eiger,  and  others 
of  the  Bernese  Alps,  and  in  firont  of 
them  the  Faulhom. 

Close  to  a  small  tavern,  formerly  a 
toll-house,  from  which  there  is  a  fine 
view,  the  road  divides  :  the  carriage- 
road  on  the  rt.  leads  to  the  lake 
of  Brienz  ;  the  bridle  -  path  1.  to 
Meyringen,  seated  in  the  midst  of 
the  rich  fiat  which  forms  the  bottom 
of  the  valley.  From  the  opposite  pre- 
cipices two  or  three  streaks  of  wnite 
may  be  discerned:  these  are  the  Falls 
of  the  Eeichenbach,  the  Oltschibach, 
and  others. 

1^  hr.  will  take  the  traveller  down 
to  Meyringen  (Rte.  25  d)  (5J  m.)  ;  1  hr. 
wiU  take  him  down  the  steep  descent, 
by  the  new  road,  to  Brienzwyler 
bridge  on  the  road  from  Brienz  to 
Meyringen,  whence  it  is  about  3  m. 
over  a  dull  flat  road  to 

Brienz,    (Rte.  25  E.) 


ROUTE  20. 

8ARNEN  TO  ENOELBEBO  OR  MEYBmCEK, 
BY  THE  MELCHTHAL. 

Pedestrian  travellers,  bound  from 
Lucerne  to  Meyringen  or  Engelberg, 
may  vary  their  route  in  an  agree- 
able way  by  passing  through  the 
Melchthal,  which  opens  out  to  the 
£.  of  Samen  (Rte.  19).  At  its 
mouth,  dose  to  the  chapel  of  8U 
Niklauaen,  stands  an  isolated  tower, 
one  of  the  most  ancient  buildings  in 
the  canton,  dating  from  the  earliest 
Christian  times,  when  it  was  erected 
probably  as  a  belfry.  Melchthal  was 
the  native  place  of  Arnold  an  der 
Ualden,  one  of  the  conspirators  of 
Grtitli.  (Rte.  18.)  While  ploughing  his 
field  near  Schild,  he  was  interrupted 
by  a  messenger  sent  from  the  bailiff 
Landenberg  to  seize  his  yoke  of  oxen. 
Enraged  by  the  insolence  of  the  ser- 
vant, and  the  injustice  of  the  demand, 
Arnold  beat  the  man  so  as  to  break 
his  finger;  and  fearing  the  tyrant's 
vengeance  fled  over  the  mountains  into 
Uri,  little  anticipating  that  his  rash  act 
would  be  visited  by  the  t^'rant  upon 
his  father,  by  depriving  him  of  sight. 
Nearly  opposite  to  St.  Niklausen  is 
the  Bcmft,  the  site  of  the  hermitage  of 
the  venerable  Nicolas  von  der  Flue 
(see  Rte.  19).  The  scenery  of  the 
valley  which  lies  between  the  range 
of  the  Hochstollen  (highest  point 
8157  ft)  and  the  Lauberstock  (8395 
ft.)  is  very  agreeable.  Countless 
chalets  and  hay-sheds  cover  the  slopes 
on  either  side. 

Three  ways  lead  from  the  Melchthal 
to  Engleberg. 

(a)  Storegg  Pass  (6709  ft)  turns  off 
1.  just  beyond  the  bridge  1  m.  from 
Ranft  and  4  m.  from  Kerns  or  Samen. 
It  is  frequented,  but  difficult  to  follow ; 
a  guide  should  be  applied  for  at  tho 
cure's  of  Melchthal,  1  m.  farther  up 
the  valley.    A  steep  ascent  of  2  hrs. 
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leads  to  the  Col,  where  freauently 
snow  lies  in  patches.  Then  a  descent 
of  ^  h.  to  the  Lutemsee,  a  small  lake 
which  is  left  on  Uie  L;  Uien  a  descent 
of  1  hr.  to  junction  of  Jauchli  ruad 
(see  below),  and  }  hr.  on  to  Engelberg. 

rb)  Jauchli  Pass  (7136  ft.)-  the  turn 
is  from  the  end  of  the  char-road,  1  m. 
beyond  MelchthaL  Steep  zigzags  lead 
up  grassy  slopes  in  2  hrs^  to  the  Col, 
wnere  there  is  usually  snow.  The 
path  passes  through  a  narrow  gap, 
where  there  is  deep  moss  and  many 
flowers.  Then  a  descent  of  1}  hr.  to 
junction  of  Storegg  route,  and  |  hr. 
on  to  Eneelberg. 

(c)  F^lowing  the  Melchthal,  the 
Melchsee  (6432  ft.)  near  a  group  of 
chalets  of  the  same  name  is  reached. 
The  stream  that  runs  from  it  is  lost 
in  the  ground  and  reappears  after  an 
interral.  A  mountain-path  leads  from 
it  into  the  Gentelthal  about  1  hr. 
below  £ng8tlen«« 


ROUTE  22. 

1.UCERNE  TO  BERNE  [OR  THUN],  BY 
THE  ENTLEBUCH  AND  THE  EMMEN- 
THAL,  AND  LANONAU  (rAIL), 

Post  road.    6J  posts  =  57  Eng.  m. 
Railway^  Langnau  to  Berne. 
Diligence,  Lucerne  to  Langnau,  in' 
7  hrs. 

Posts.    Eng..m. 
Scbacben     .    «     .    i^    =    10 
Escholzmatt     .     .    9      s    18 

I^nguraStat 10 

Benje     .     .     .     .    li   a    ii 

This  is  the  best  and  shortest  of  the 
two  carrto^^-roads  to  Berne,  and  may 
still  be  adopted  by  pedestrians,  or  by 
those  who  wish  to  see  two  of  the  finest 
pastoral  yalleys  in  Switzerland.  A 
rly.  is  begun.  After  a  short  detour 
the  road  enters  a  narrow  yalley, 
and  follows  the  course  of  the  stream 


past  Krienz,  where  there  are  some 
iron-works,  and  then  falls  into  the 
yalley  of  the  Kleine  Emme^  which  it 
follows. 

Schachmy  a  little  beyond  which  the 
Free  Corps  were  defeated  in  1845  by 
the  men  of  Lucerne. 

From  Schachen  there  ia  a  road 
oyer  the  Brcemegg  pass,  commanding 
a  fine  yiew,'and  mlling  into  the  main 
road  at  Entlebuch,  but  by  the  main 
road  it  takes  about  4  hours  from  Lu- 
cerne to  reach  the  yiUi^  of 

Entl^mch,  at  the  W.  foot  of  the 
Bramegg  (/iww  ;  H.  du  Port,  Drei 
Konige),  prettily  situated  on  a  slope, 
with  the  torrents  Entle  and  Emme 
roaring  beneath  it. 

From  Entlebuch  is  a  road  formerly 
a  char-road,  not  marked  in  the  maps, 
to  Alpnach  (Bte.  19),  by  the  side  of 
the  Schlierenberg. 

The  yale  of  Entlebuch  is  about  30 
m.  long,  and  is  flanked  by  mountains 
coyered  with  woods  and  pastures. 
The  men  of  the  yalley  are  celebrated 
as  the  best  wrestlers  in  Switzerland. 
They  hold  4  or  5  great  wrestling- 
matches,  called  Schwing  Feste,  be- 
tween the  months  of  June  and  Oct. ; 
the  chief  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Sept., 
when  they  try  their  skill  against  the 
athletes  of  the  neighbouring  valleys. 
The  Bernese  highlanders  are  formid- 
able riyals.  The  Entlebnchers  haye 
been  long  renowned  for  their  courage 
and  independence.  In  1405  Lucerne 
bought  this  yalley  from  Austria,  and 
bought  up  the  feudal  rights  of  the 
nobles  oyer  it|  substituting  a  Lucerne 
bailli. 

Escholzmatt  (Inns  :  Lowe,  good ; 
Krone^  is  a  scattered  yillage,  in  a 
yery  hi^h  situation.  A  little  way 
beyond  it  the  road  quits  the  Entle- 
buch, and  descends,  by  the  side  of  the 
nfis  torrent,  into  the  canton  of  Berne. 

Near  Triibschachen  is  a  handsome 
hospital  of  wood  for  luO  orphans  and 
300  paupers. 

Langnau  (Inns :  Cerf,  quiet  and  good ; 
H.  zum  Emmenthal,  clean)  is  the  prin- 
cipal place  in  the  EmmentJialf  Pop.  60U0. 
An  extensive,  fertile,  and  industrious 
valley,  famed  for  its  cheeses  (made  on 
the  high  pastures  near  the  tops  of  the 
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hills,  and  exported  all  orer  Germany), 
and  for  its  manufactures  of  linen.  Its 
meadows  are  of  the  brightest  ver- 
dure; the  cottages  neat  and  substan- 
tial, with  pretty  wardens  before  them. 
The  Emme,  which  traverses  it,  and  its 
tributaries,  at  times  commit  serious  de- 
vastations, by  inundating  their  banks 
and  overspreading  them  with  gravel 
and  debris.  Such  an  occurrence  in 
August,  1837,  occasioned  by  a  thunder- 
storm, created  serious  injury,  destroy- 
ing many  houses  and  almost  all  the 
bridges:  several  lives  were  lost. 

Railway  from  Langnau  to  Berne,  3 
trains  daily  in  1  hr.  The  Ilfis  is 
crossed,  and  afterwards  the  Emme, 
before  reaching  Signau  Stat, — -{Inn: 
Ours,  tolerable)  —  a  pretty  village, 
with  a  ruined  castle  above  it. 

Next  follows  Zaziwrl,  Konolfingen, 
Ta^rtsche  Stats.,  ana  Worb  Stat.,  an 
industrious  village,  with  a  Gothic 
castle  above  it. 

Giimling  Junct.  Stat,  is  on  the  rly. 
from  Berne  to  Thun  (Rte.  25  a). 

Berne  Terminus  (in  Rte.  24). 


ROUTE  24 

LUCERNE  TO  BERKE,  BT  RAILWAY. 

This,  although  involving  a  long 
detour,  is  still  the  quickest  mode  of 
reaching  Berne  from  Lucerne,  and 
takes  about  5  hrs. 
Lucerne  to  Olten.  (See  Rte.  4.) 
Olten  to  Berne.  (See  Rte.  5.) 
Berne. — Itms:  three  large  houses 
near  the  rly.  and  close  to  the  Federal 
Hidl  :  Zanringerhof  and  Schweiz- 
erhof,  clean,  good,  and  moderate; 
Bernerhof,  a  very  handsome  hotel; 
H.  de  I'Europe,  good.  In  the  centre 
of  the  town  are  the  Falke  (Faucon), 
obliging  landlord  (charges— Br.,  1^  fr. ; 
tea,  do. ;  B.,  2^  fr.;  table-d'hote  at  1, 
3  fr. ;  at  5,  4 fr.); — HL  du  Maure (Zum 
Mohren),  dean,  good,  and  moderate; 
H.  des  Boulanger^  (Pfistern\  The 
Abbayes,  or  houses  of  the  guilds,  such 
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M  the  Distelfwang,*  or  Abbaye  aiix 
GentiJshommes,  and  the  Abbaye  du 
Since,  afford  comfortable,  quiet,  and 
moaerate  accommodation  to  travellers. 
There  are  several  Fensums,  of  which 
the  Pension  Jaggi  at  la  Yill,ette  is 
weU  recommended. 

The  sights  of  Berne  may  be  taken  in 
a  walk  through  the  town  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  :  —  Starting  from  the 
rly.  Stat.,  walk  E.,  and  straight  down 
the  principal  street,  called  in  ccnsecu- 
tive  portions  of  its  length  (Spitalgasse, 
Harktgasse,  Klamgasse,  and  Gericht- 
igkeitsgasse),  along  its  arcades  and 
under  its  clock  towers,  to  the  Nydeck 
Bridge,  and  over  it  to  the  Bears  (1 J  m. 
firom  the  rly.  stat.).  In  returning  he 
must  diverge  200  yards  to  the  1.,  to  see 
the  Munster  platz  (Minster  and  view), 
and  again  to  the  Bundes  Rathhans 
(Federal  Assembly).  The  Munster  is 
halfway  between  the  rly.  stat,  the 
Bears,  and  the  Bundes  Kathhaus  close 
by  iL  Finally,  crossuie  the  Aar,  as- 
cend to  the  Sch&azli^  tne  best  point 
of  view  near  Berne,  and  return  by  the 
new  Botanic  Garden  and  rly.  bridge 
to  the  station. 

Berne,  capital  of  the  largest  of  the 
Swiss  cantons  (Pop.  467,141;  aD  but 
58,319  are  Protestants),  and,  since 
1849,  permanent  seat  of  the  Swiss 
Government  and  Diet,  and  residence 
of  most  of  the  foreign  ministers,  con- 
tains 29,016  Inhab. 

Berne  is  built  on  a  lofty  sandstone 
promontory,  formed  bj  tne  winding 
course  of  the  Aar,  which  nearly  sur- 
rounds it,  flowing  at  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  gully,  with  steep  and  in  places 
precipitous  sides  (stalden).  The  incon- 
venient ascent  and  descent  by  which 
the  town  could  alone  be  reached  from 
the  £.  formerly,  has  been  remedied 
by  a  lofty  Bridge  (Pont  de  Nydeck), 
partly  of  granite,  derived  from  erratic 
blocks  lying  on  the  Kirchet  hill, 
thrown  over  this  gully.  It  is  900  ft. 
long,  and  the  centriu  arch  over  the  Aar 
150  ft,  wide  and  93  ft  high  (a  small 
toll  is  paid).  The  distant  aspect 
of  the  town,  planted  on  this  elevated 

*  Z\cang,  a  local  word   for  guild:  Diitel, 
thistle,  the  emblem  of  the  gentlemen  who 
held  their  meetings  or  club  under  this  sign. 
[8witz,'\ 


platform,  1700  ft.  above  the  sea,  is  im- 
posing; and  there  is  something  striking 
m  its  interior,  from  the  houses  aU 
being  built  of  massive  stone.  It  has 
this  peculiarity,  that  almost  all  the 
houses  rest  upon  arcades  (Lauben), 
which  furnish  covered  walks  on  each 
side  of  the  streets,  and  are  lined  with 
shops  and  stalls,  like  "  the  Rows  "  in 
the  city  of  Chester.  The  lowness  of 
the  arches,  however,  and  the  solidity 
of  the  buttresses  supporting  them, 
render  the.se  colonnades  e[loomy  and 
close.  The  chief  street  of  shops  and 
business  runs  through  the  town,  along 
the  top  of  the  ridge.  Overhanging 
the  Aar,  and  removed  from  the  main 
streets,  are  the  more  aristocratic  resi- 
dences of  the  exclusive  patricians,  and 
look  really  like  "gentlemen's  houses*' 
—  a  rare  thing  in  a  continental 
town. 

RiBs  of  water  are  carried  through 
the  streets  to  purify  them,  and  they 
are  abundantly  furnished  with  Form- 
tainSf  each  surmoimted  by  some  quaint 
effigy.  One  of  these,  the  Kinderfres- 
ser-irunnen  (Ogre*s-fountain),  on  the 
Com-house-square,  receives  its  name 
from  a  figure  (probably  Saturn)  de- 
vouring a  child,  with  others  stuck  in 
his  girdles  and  pockets  ready  for  con- 
sumption. Some  bear  the  figures  of 
armed  warriors,  such  as  David:  an- 
other is  surmounted  by  a  female 
figure;  but  the  favourite  device  is  the 
Bear,  Thus,  the  upper  fountain  in 
the  principal  street  is  surmounted  by 
a  bear  in  armour,  with  breast-plate, 
thigh-pieces,  and  helmet,  a  sword  at 
his  side,  and  a  banner  in  his  paw. 
The  Srhutzen  Brttnnen  is  the  figure  of 
a  Swiss  cross-bowman  of  former  days, 
attended  by  a  young  bear  as  squire; 
and  two  stone  bearsy  larger  than  life, 
Stand  as  sentinels  on  either  side  of  the 
Morat  gate. 

Along  the  line  of  the  principal 
street,  which  extends  from  the  Rly. 
Stat  to  the  Nydeck  Bridge  over  the 
Aar,  are  three  antique  watch-towers. 
The  Cloch'totrer  (Zeitg^lochenthurm) 
stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  though,  when  originally  built, 
in  1191,  by  Berchtold  V.,  of  ZShrin^. 
gen,  it  guarded  the  outer  wall.  Ita 
G 
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droll  clockwork  puppets  are  objects 
of  wonder  to  an  admiring  crowd 
of  gaping  idlers.  A  minute  before 
the  hour  strikes,  first  a  wooden  cock 
appears,  crows  twice,  and  flaps  his 
wings;  and  while  a  puppet  strikes 
the  hour  on  a  bell,  a  procession  of 
bears  issues  out,  and  passes  in  front 
of  a  figure  on  a  throne,  who  marks 
the  hour  by  ^ping  and  by  lowering 
his  sceptre.  Further  on  in  the  street 
stands  the  Kaficht  Thm-m  (cage  tower), 
now  used  as  a  prison;  and  beyond  it 
Chnstopher*s  tower,  also  called  Goliath's, 
from  the  figure  of  a  giant  upon  it. 
Projects  are  entertained  of  pulling 
down  these  curious  towers,  in  order 
to  widen  the  street 

The  great  charm  of  Berne  is  the 
view  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  which  the 
town  and  every  eminence  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood command  in  clear  weather 
From  the  *MwisterPl'itZyfi\ohy  terrace, 
planted  with  shady  rows  of  trees, 
overlooking  the  Aar,  behind  the  Min- 
ster, six  snowy  peaks  of  the  great 
chain  are  visible,  and  from  the  Enghe 
terrace,  outside  of  the  town,  at  least  a 
dozen  rise  into  view;  they  appear  in 
the  following  order,  beginning  from 
the  E.:— 1.  Wetterhorn;  2.  Sch reek- 
horn;  3.  Finster-Aarhorn;  4.Eigher; 
5.  Monch;  6.  Jungfrau;  8.  Gletscher- 
hom;  9.  Mittaghorn;  lO.Blumlis  Alp; 

11.  In  the  middle  distance,  Niessen; 

12.  Stockhorn.    (See  Woodcut.) 
There  cannot  be  a  more  sublime 

sight  than  this  view  at  sunset;  espe- 
cially at  times  when,  from  a  peculiar 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  the  slanting 
rays  are  reflected  from  the  Alpine 
snows  in  hues  of  glowing  pink.  It  is 
hardly  possible  to  gaze  on  these  Alps 
and  glaciers  without  desiring  to  explore 
their  recesses,  which  enclose  some  of 
the  most  magnificent  scenery  in  Swit- 
zerland. The  Platform  itself,  supported 
by  a  massive  wall  of  masonry,  rises 
108  ft.  above  the  Aar;  yet  an  inscrip- 
tion on  the  parapet  records  that  a 
young  student,  mounted  on  a  spirited 
norso,  which  had  been  frightened  by 
some  children,  leaped  the  precipice, 
and  reached  the  bottom  with  no  other 
hurt  than  a  few  broken  ribs.  The 
horse  was  killed  on  the  spot.    The 


rider  became  minister  of  Kerzerz,  and 
lived  to  a  good  old  age! 

[Here  is  placed  a  bronze  SUxtne 
of  Berchtold  K,  of  Zdhriiigen,  founder 
of  Berne,  1847. 

The  *3finster,  a  fine  Gothic  build- 
ing in  the  Flamboyant  style,  was 
begun  in  1421,  and  finished  1457, 
possibly  from  the  designs  of  Erwin 
of  Steinbach,  who  built  Strasburg 
Minster,  or  one  of  his  family ; 
and  many  of  the  ornaments,  such  as 
the  open  parapet  running  round 
the  roof,  and  varying  in  pattern  be- 
tween each  buttress,  are  not  inferior 
in  design  or  execution  to  those  of 
Strasburg.  The  chief  ornament  is  the 
great  W.  portal^  bearing  sculptured 
reliefs  of  the  Last  Judgment,  flanked 
by  figures  of  the  wise  and  foolish  Vir- 
gins, &c.  (date,  1475-85).  The  inte- 
rior is  not  remarkable;  but  the  Organ 
is  fine,  and  is  played  on  daily.  In  the 
windows,  and  on  the  roof,  are  the  coats 
of  arras  of  the  aristocratic  burghers 
of  Berne.  4  tall  windows  of  very  fine 
painted  glass  in  the  choir  deserve 
notice;  (date,  end  of  15th  cnty.), 
eg,  the  so-called  "wafers-window," 
with  a  symbolical  representation  of 
the  Eucharist.  The  stalls  in  the  choir 
(1512)  are  well  carved  with  figures  of 
the  Apostles  on  one  side,  and  prophets  . 
on  the  other.  Along  the  walls  arc  tab- 
lets, bearing  the  names  of  18  officers 
and  683  soldiers,  citizens  of  Berne, 
who  fell  fighting  against  the  French, 
at  Grauholz,  netu*  ZoUikofen,  1798. 
There  is  also  a  monument  erected  by 
the  town,  in  1600,  to  Berchtold  of 
Zahringen,  founder  of  Berne. 

On  the  MUnster  Platz,  opposite  the 
W.  door  of  the  cathedral,  has  been 
erected  a  bronze  Montmiental  Statue  of 
Rudolph  V.  Erlach,  the  conqueror  at 
Laupen,  with  4  bears  at  the  corners. 

The  Museum  contains  one  of  the 
best  collections  of  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  Switzerland  to  be  found 
in  the  country.  It  is  open  to  the 
public  3  times  a  week  :  strangers  may 
obtain  admittance  at  all  times  by  pay- 
ing 1  fr.  for  1  to  3  persons. 

In  the  zoological  department  there 
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are  stuffed  specimens  of  the  bear  at 
all  ages.  Two  young  cubs,  about  the 
size  of  kittens,  respectively  8  and  21 
days  old— hideous  and  uncouth  mon- 
sters— enable  one  easily  to  discover 
the  origin  of  the  vulgar  error  that  the 
bear  was  licked  into  shape  by  its 
mother.  The  lynx  of  the  Alps,  and 
the  steinbock,  both  from  the  Bernese 
chain,  are  interesting  from  their  rarity ; 
these  animals  have  nearly  disappeared 
from  Europe.  Here  is  deservedly  pre- 
served the  skin  of  Barry,  one  of  the 
dogs  of  St.  Bernard,  who  is  recorded 
to  have  saved  the  lives  of  15  human 
beings  by  his  sagacity.  A  chamois 
with  three  horns,  one  growing  out  of 
the  nose  ;  a  specimen  of  a  cross  breed 
between  the  steinbock  and  domestic 
goat,  which  lived  7  years;  a  wild  boar, 
of  gigantic  size  and  bristling  mien,  are 
also  worth  notice. 

In  the  Ornithological  department  are 
the  liimmergeyer  (vulture  of  lambs), 
the  feathered  monarch  of  the  Alps, 
and  inferior  in  size  to  the  condor  alone 
among  birds.  It  breeds  only  on  the 
highest  mountains. 

In  addition  to  the  native  birds  of 
Switzerland,  there  are  specimens  of 
several  foreign  and  tropical  birds  which 
have  found  their  way  into  Switzerland 
by  accident  ;  viz.,  a  flamingo,  killed 
near  the  lake  of  Morat,  and  a  pelican 
from  Constance. 

The  geology  of  Switzerland  may 
be  well  studied  in  the  very  complete 
series  of  fossils  collected  by  M.  Studer 
and  others.  There  are  a  number  of 
beautiful  specimens  of  all  the  rarest 
and  finest  minerals  from  St.  Gothard. 
The  illustration  of  Swiss  Botany  is 
equally  complete. 

Several  plans  in  relief  of  various 
parts  of  Switzerland  will  prove  equally 
instructive  to  the  student  of  geography 
and  geology. 

Antiquities.— Obs.  some  Roman  anti- 
quities dug  up  in  Switzerland ;  the  Prie 
Dieu  of  Charles  the  Bold,  and  part  of 
his  tent  hangings,  captured  by  the  Ber- 
nese at  Grandson ;  the  pointed  shoes 
worn  by  the  Bernese  nobles  in  the 
16th  century  ;  some  dresses,  &c. 
from  the  South  Sea  Islands,  brought 


over  b^  Weber,  the  artist,  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition,  who  was 
of  Swiss  origin. 

The  Tovcn  Library  is  a  good  collec- 
tion of  40,000  volumes,  and  is  well 
stored  with  Swiss  history.  Haller, 
who  was  born  at  Berne,  was  librarian. 
The  butter-market  is  held  beneath 
this  building. 

On  the  N.  side  of  the  town  is  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  by  the  archi- 
tects Deperthes  of  Kheims  and  Miiller 
of  Freiburg,  of  rich  Gothic  ;  lined  in- 
side with  marbles. 

Behind  the  Com-haus  is  the  Picture 

Gallery,  in  an  old  desecrated  ch.     It 

I  contains  some  good  modern  paintings 

by  Swiss  and  French  artists,  Robert, 

Calame,  Diday,  Girardet,  &c. 

The    Bnndes-  Bathhaus    or    Federal 
Council   Hall,  built    1857,    near    the 
I  Museum  and  Casino  Terrace,  by  far 
j  the  largest  and  handsomest  building 
I  in  the  town  (Studer,  architect),  in- 
I  eludes  all  the  departments  of  the  Swiss 
Legislature,  the  Diet,  and  the  various 
Public  Offices.      The  Diet  (Bundes- 
versammluny)  consists  of  2  boaies,  the 
Stdtidc-rath  (44  Deputies  of  the  Can- 
tons)  and   National-rath,   who  meet 
generally  in  July,  in  2  separate  halls. 
The  debates  are  opep  to  the  public. 
At  other  times  the  building  is  shown 
by   the  doorkeeper.     In  front  is  a' 
marble  fuuntainj  with  statues  in  bronze 
of  the  Four  Seasons,  and  4  swans. 

Berne  is  celebrated  for  the  number 
and  excellence  of  its  Charitable  Insti- 
tutions :  they  are,  perhaps,  more  care- 
fully attended  to  than  any  in  Europe. 
There  is  a  public  granary  in  case  of 
scarcity,  two  orphan-houses,  an  Infir- 
mary, and  an  extensive  Hospital,  bear- 
ing the  inscription  "  Christo  in  pau- 
peribus."  The  new  Prison  and  Peni- 
tentiary is  an  enormous  building  and 
said  to  be  well  conducted. 

EnglisJi  Church  service  is  performed 
twice  on  Sunday,  at  11  and  3^ 
o'clock,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Burger 
Spital. 

Since   1834  a    University  or   high 
school  has  been  established  at  Berne. 
The  hear  forms  the  armorial  badge 
of  the  town,  the  word  **  bern"  signify- 
ing "  bear**  in  old  German,  and  he  is  as 
£  2 
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great  a  favourite  here  as  in  the  house 
of  Bradwardtne.  Not  onl^  is  his 
effigy  on  sign-posts,  fountains,  and 
buildings,  but  for  several  hundred 
years  living  specimens  of  the  favourite 
were  mainiained  by  the  town,  until 
the  French  revolutionary  army  took 
possession  of  Berne,  1798,  and  the 
bears  were  led  away  captives,  and 
deposited  in  the  Jarain  des  Plantes, 
where  one  of  them,  the  celebrated 
Martin,  soon  became  the  favourite  of 
the  French  metropolis.  But  when  the 
ancient  order  of  thines  was  restored  at 
Berne,  one  of  Uie  first  cares  of  the 
citizens  was  to  re|>lace  and  provide  for 
their  ancient  pensioners.  There  is  a 
foundation  for  the  support  of  the 
bears,  who,  after  having  been  reduced 
to  one  miserable  animal,  have  been 
renovated,  and  have  been  removed 
fivm  ike  Aarberg  Gate  to  a  com- 
modious den  near  the  Nydeck  bridge. 
No  traveller  will  quit  Berne  without 
paying  them  a  visit,  unless  he  wishes 
to  nave  the  omission  of  so  important 
a  sight  thrown  in  his  teeth  whenever 
Berne  is  mentioned. 

The  fortifications  of  the  town,  no 
longer  of  use  as  defences,  are  con- 
verted into  Promenad^t  and  make  very 
agreeable  walks.  The  banks  of  the 
Aar,  seen  firom  them,  especially  from 
the  Grosse  Schanze,  are  most  pic- 
turesque; and  the  Alps,  when  visi- 
ble, form  a  baokg^und  of  the  utmost 
sublimity. 

They,  however,  as  well  as  the  city 
of  Berne  itself,  are  better  seen  from 
a  terrace  walk  called  the  Enghe, 
about  20  min.  walk  to  the  N.  from  the 
Riy.  Stat.,  outside  the  town  gate,  but 
not  crossing  the  river,  the  favourite 
resort  of  tne  citixens.  N.B.  Good 
coffee  and  krimpel  kuchen.  On  the  way 
to  it,  beyond  the  gate,  is  the  Shooting- 
Ao?»«,  where  rifle  matches  take  place. 

There  is  a  pleasant  walk  by  a  foot- 
path through  the  Enghe-wald  to 
Beichenbach  (Rte.  5),  once  the  re- 
sidence of  Rudolph  von  Erlach. 

Two  other  more  distant  and  ele- 
vated points,  most  advantageous  for 
commanding  the  panorama  of  the 
Alps,  are  the  hill  of  Altenberg,  ^  hr.*s 
walk  on  the  N.  of  the  town,  reached 


by  a  footbridge  across  the  Aar,  or 
more  easily  by  the  railway-bridge,  or 
better  than  all  the  Schdnzli,  a  prome- 
nade with  a  large  cafe,  commanding 
a  very  fine  view,  at  the  end  of  the 
hill  nearest  the  railway-bridge.  More 
distant  from  Berne  is  the  Gurten,  a 
hill  about  4  m.  S.  of  the  town,  with  a 
still  more  extensive  view. 

At  Tiefenau  J  h.  N.  of  Berne,  is  an 
ancient  Gallic  battlefield,  whence  hun- 
dreds of  swords,  rings,  spearheads, 
&C.,  have  been  collected. 

The  Casino,  a  handsome  building  in 
the  Ober-Graben,  contains  a  reading- 
room,  supplied  with  newspapers,  a 
ball-room,  &c.  There  is  also  a  Theatre 
in  the  town. 

Dalp  &  Co.  are  the  principal  book- 
sellers, and  keep  a  good  supply  of 
maps,  views,  and  costumes,  &c,  of 
Switzerland.  J.  R.  Dill,  artist,  has 
published  elaborate  Panoramic  Views 
from  the  .^]ggischhom,  Sidelhom, 
Gdrner  Grat,  Niesen,  and  Grimsel. 
Travellers  about  to  ascend  these 
mountains,  will  do  well  to  obtain 
these  excellent  clue- views  at  Berne. 

Jacob  Konig,  near  the  Clock-tower, 
is  an  excellent  watchmaker. 

Passports. — The  Foreign  ministers 
to  the  Swiss  ConfSederation  reside  at 
Berne,  English  and  Austrian  ministers 
sign  passports  only  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, from  10  to  11  or  12. 

History  of  Berne, — It  was  founded 
in  1191  by  Duke  Berchthold  V.  of 
Zilhringen,  and  was  so  called  by  him 
because  he  had  killed  a  bear  on 
the  spot,  and  both  he  and  the  bear 
are  still  held  in  great  respect  It 
joined  the  Swiss  confederation  in 
1353,  having  been  for  many  years  an 
ally.  Until  1798  it  held  Argan,Vaud, 
and  other  districts,  as  tributaries,  and 
is  reported  to  have  governed  them 
tyrannically.  The  government  latterly 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  small  number 
of  aristocratic  families,  who  lost  their 
power  in  1798,  partly  recovered  it  in 
1814,  and  lost  it  again  in  1831.  The 
history  of  Berne,  which  is  very  cnri- 
.  ous,  is  well  related  in  the  Hist  of  Sw. 
published  by  the  U.  K.  S.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  a  Yon  Erlach  led  the 
Swiss  to  the  battle  of  Lanpen  in  1339, 
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and  aVoD  Erlach  led  them  agvintt 

the  French  in  1798.    Until  184«  the  .     p,^^  ^  ««.^      j>» 

SwiM  government  was  carried  on  by  ^'  ^*^  ^  Thm.-FaiL 

Berne,  Ziirich,  and  Lucerne  alter-  One  hour  by  rly.,  four  trains  a  day, 
nately,  the  governing  canton  for  the  In  fine  weather  the  snowy  Alps  are 
year  being  called  the  Vorort.  in  sight  nearly  the  whole  way.    The 

scenery  of  the  valley  of  the  Aar  is  very 
pleasine;  laid  out  in  pasture-lands^ 
with  abundance  of  villages,  and  sub- 
stantial farm-houses,  with  broad  roofs, 
surrounded  by  neat  gardens.  The 
river  itself  runs  at  some  distance  on 
the  rt.,  and  is  rarely  visible.  The 
principal  village  passed  on  the  way  is 
MUnaingen  Stai,,  memorable  in  recent 
Swiss  annals  as  the  spot  where  the 
great  public  meetings  of  the  men  of 
the  canton  were  held  in  1831  and  in 
1849,  which  adopted  new  constitutions, 
and  overthrew  the  rule  of  the  oli* 
garchy. 

The  Stockhom,  with  its  conical  peak, 
and  the  Nwten^  two  limestone  moun- 
tains, forming,  as  it  were,  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  nigh  Alps,  posted  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  lake,  become  con- 
spicuous oljects.  The  river  Aar  is 
crossed. 

Tfam  Stat.,  on  1.  bank  of  Aar.  Pas- 
sengers bound  for  Interlaken,  and  not 
wifihinff  to  sto]^  at  Thun,  proceed  1 
m.  furuier  (5  nun.)  to 

Scherzlingen.  Terminus  on  the  shore 
of  the  lake,  where  travellers  step  on 
board  the  steamer  to  Neuhaus. 

Thun,  Fr.  U'houne —- Inns :  H.  de 
Belle vue,  outside  the  town— well  situ- 
ated in  a  garden  commanding  a  view 
of  the  Aar — belongs  to  MM.  Knechten- 
hofcr,  who  are  also  proprietors  of  the 
steamboat,  rather  oear  ;— H6tel  and 
Pension  Baumgarten;  clean  and  plea- 
sant, in  a  nice  garden; — Freyenhof, 
within  the  town,  very  good,  frequented 
by  Swiss  officers,  but  no  food  Is  served 
from  the  kitchen  before  the  hour  of 
the  table-d'hdte ; — Faucon ;— Kreu2; 
— Couronne. 

There  is  not  a  more  picturesque 
town  in  Switzerland  than  Thiin,  380o 
Inhab.  ;  situated  about  a  mile  from 
the  lake,  upon  the  river  Aar,  which 
here  rushes  out  of  it  as  clear  as  cr ys- 
taL  Pre-eminent  above  the  other 
build ines  rise  a  venerable  chuch, 
reached  by  a  staircase  from  the  Bridge 


ROUTE  25. 

THE  BERNESE  OBERLAira 

A.  BEKNS  TO  THUN  AND  INTERLAKEN. 

B.  INTERLAKEN  TO  LAUTERBRDNNEN. 

C.  LAUTRRBRUNNEN    TO   GRINDELWALD 

— WENOERN  ALP. 

D.  GRINDELWALD     TO      METRINGEN  — 

GREAT  BCHEIDECK — FAULHORN. 

E.  MEYRINOEN  TO  BRIENZ  AND  THUN — 

GIESBACH. 

It  was  in  this  magnificent  highland 
district  that  Byron  **repeopled  his 
mind  from  nature,**  and  gathered 
many  of  the  ideas  and  images  which 
he  has  so  exquisitely  interwoven  in 
his  tragedy  of  Manfred,  the  scene  of 
which  nes  among  the  Bernese  Alps. 

A  traveller  in  the  Oberland  should 
be  supplied  with  plenty  of  patience 
and  small  change.  ISowhere  are  the 
arts  of  mendicancy  better  under- 
stood, or  more  generally  practised. 
Numerous  gates  intercept  the  fre- 
quented foot-paths,  and  at  the  ap- 
proach of  a  stranger  children  run  out 
to  open  it  stretchmg  forth  their  hands 
for  alms.  At  one  shed  a  live  chamois, 
at  the  next  a  marmot  is  exhibited; 
every  echo  is  turned  to  profit  by  old 
men  with  horns,  or  young  men  with 
pistols  ;  troops  of  girls  produce  Ques- 
tionable noises  which  they  call  Alpine 
music.  Each  traveller  must  choose 
for  himself  whether  to  resist  and  fret 
at  the  annoyance,  or  to  purchase 
peace  at  a  small  outlay  of  sous. 
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up  the  hill-sides,  and  a  picturesque 
feudal  castle  of  the  Counts  of  Kyburg 
(1429).  The  town  seems  to  have  been 
of  great  importance  formerly,  and  in 
the  14th  centy.  reckoned  70  noble 
families  within  its  walls.  It  is  a  very 
curious  old  town,  but  contains  no 
particular  object  especially  worthy  of 
notice.  It  is  from  its  position  and  its 
beautiful  environs,  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  places  of  residence  in  Swit- 
zerland, and,  being  a  starting-place 
for  those  who  visit  the  Bernese  high- 
lands, it  is  thronged  with  a  constant 
succession  of  travellers  through  the 
whole  summer. 

Here  is  the  Military  College  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation,  for  educating 
officers,  and  the  principal  artillery  and 
cavalry  barracks  of  the  country.  Re- 
views take  place  every  summer  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  Castle  of  Schadau  is  a  large  and 
singular  Gothic  castle,  built  (1850)  by 
M.  Koug^emont,  of  Paris,  between  the 
Aar  and  the  lake. 

The  view  from  the  Churchyard  ter- 
race **  alon^  the  lake,  with  its  girdle 
of  Alps  (the  Blumlis  Alp  being  the 
most  conspicuous),  fine  eiaciers,  and 
rocks  wooded  to  the  top,  is  mentioned 
by  B^on.  A  more  extensive  prospect 
is  gained  from  the  grounds  of  a  pretty 
country  house,  called  the  /aro/jMiJW, 
about  i  mile  above  the  Hotel  Belle vue. 
The  Jungfrau,  Monch,  and  Eigher 
are  visible  from  hence.  The  Church' 
yard  of  ^schi,  about  3  hrs.  drive  from 
Thun,  on  the  S.  side  of  the  lake,  is  a 
charming  excursion,  easily  made  and 
without  fatigue  (see  Rte.  37). 

M.  Knechtenhofer  has  built  a  chapel 
for  the  English  service  in  the  grounds 
of  his  hotel. 

The  charges  for  vehicles  and  saddle- 
horses  throughout  the  Bernese  Ober- 
land  have  been  fixed  by  a  tariff  which 
is  hung  up  in  the  principal  inns  and 
in  the  lake  steamers.  The  voituriers 
are  also  bound  to  produce  the  tariff 
when  called  upon  to  do  so.  The  gene- 
ral rate  is  10  frs.  a  day  for  each  horse, 
but  this  rate  is  increased  or  diminished 
when  the  excursion  is  considered  to 
be  more  or  less  than  an  ordinary 
day's  journey. 


Lake  of  Thun — Thun  to  Interlahen. — 
Steamboats  ply  between  Thun  (Scherz- 
ligen")  and  "jNeuhaus  twice  a  day  to 
and  fro.  The  voyage  takes  up  If  hr. 
Fare2fr. 

The  steamer  does  not  take  car- 
riages ;  but  a  good  carriage-road  runs 
to  Interlaken  (2  posts),  along  the 
S.  shore  of  the  lake.  The  distance, 
about  15  Eng.  m. 

It  is  a  pleasant  walk  along  the  K. 
side  of  the  lake.  After  Merlingen,  the 
path  rises  high  ;  it  is  easy  to  miss  it 
m  the  woods. 

The  lake  is  about  10m.  long.;  1775 
ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

The  banks  of  the  lake  near  Thun  are 
occupied  with  neat  villas  and  cheer- 
ful gardens  ;  farther  on,  its  N,  shore 
is  precipitous.  Among  its  scanty  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  the  most  important 
is  Oberhofen,  distinguished  by  the 
square  tower  of  its  castle.  It  was  the 
property  of  the  late  Count  Pourtales, 
Prussian  ambassador  to  Paris. 

The  S.  shore  is  more  striking.  Here 
the  two  remarkable  mountains,  the 
Stock/iom,  with  a  sharp  peak  pro- 
jecting like  a  horn,  or  thorn,  and  the 
pyramidal  mass  of  the  Niesen,  with  its 
conical  top  and  white  Inn,  stand  sen- 
tinels at  the  entrance  of  the  Kander 
and  SimmenthaL  The  river  Kander, 
conducted  into  the  lake  bj  an  artificial 
channel  formed  for  it  in  1714,  has 
deposited  around  its  mouth,  within 
less  than  a  century  and  a  half,  a  delta 
or  sand-bank  of  several  hundred  acres. 
The  progress  and  extent  of  this  recent 
formation,  so  interesting  to  geologists, 
have  been  ably  investigated  by  Sir 
C.  LyelL 

l^Ascent  of  the  Niesen.  An  interesting 
excursion  may  be  made  from  Thun  to 
the  summit  of  the  Niesen,  which,  from 
its  position,  commands  one  of  the  finest 
panoramic  views  of  the  Bernese  Alps. 
A  carriage-road  of  7  m.  conducts  from 
Thun  across  the  entrance  of  the  Sim- 
menthal  to  Wimmis,  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain.  The  ascent  from  Wim- 
mis to  the  summit  will  take  about  4^ 
hrs. ;  the  descent  3  hrs.  The  charge 
for  a  horse  from  Wimmis  to  the  sum- 
mit and  down  again  on  the  same  day  is 
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15  fr.  At  5  nin.  walk  from  the  sum- 
mit is  a  wooden  hotel,  making  up  24 
beds.  It  may  be  recommended  for 
ito  cleanliness,  though  not  for  its 
cookery. 

The  naar  view  from  the 'summit 
(7763  £ng.  ft.)  embraces  the  snowy 
mountains  of  the  Oberland  from  the 
AXteU  and  Rinderhom  on  the  W.  to 
the  Wetterhom  on  the  E. — the  finest 
object  being  the  Blumlis  Alp,  and  the 
range  extending  from  thence  to  the 
Jungfrau.  The  more  distant  view 
comprises  the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc 
and  the  Dent  du  Midi;  Monte  Rosa 
and  the  Matterhom  are  either  par- 
tially or  totally  hidden  behind  the 
peaks  of  the  Oberland*  Directly 
downwards  the  eye  rests  on  the  two 
lakes  of  Thun  and  Brienz,  on  the 
town  of  Thun,  and  the  villages  of 
Brienz  and  Interlaken.  A  panoramic 
▼lew  has  been  published  by  Dill,  and 
is  hung  np  in  the  inn.3 

8pietz.  S,  At  the  foot  of  the  Niesen, 
on  a  projecting  tonfi^ue  of  land,  stands 
the  picturesque  casue,  founded,  accord- 
iBg  to  tradition,  by  Attila  (?),  and 
belonging  to  the  family  of  Brlach.  At 
Spietzwyier  there  is  a  neat  /nn. 

N.  When  about  two-thirds  over  the 
lake,  a  projecting  promontory  of  pre- 
cipitous rock,  called  the  Nose,  is 
passed,  and  a  fine  view  is  obtained  of 
the  Eigher  and  Monch,  which  fill  up 
the  extremity  of  the  lake  with  the 
white  mass  of  their  snow.  To  the 
Tk  of  them  appears  the  Jungfrau. 

In  front  of  the  Nase  the  lake  is 
720  ft.  deep.  N.  Behind  the  village 
Merligen  runs  the  Justis  Thai:  at  a 
distance  of  between  2  and  2^  h.  walk 
np  it,  in  the  cli£b  forming  its  W. 
boundary,  is  a  cave  called  Schafloch, 
which  in  the  height  of  summer  always 
contains  ice.  Such  ice  wells  are  not 
nncommon  in  the  Jura,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  For  as  air  when 
It  is  cold  is  denser  than  when  it  is 
warm,  all  depths  that  do  not  admit  of 
ventilation  become  receptacles  of  the 
coldest  air.  It  subsides  into  them,  and, 
once  there,  cannot  be  displaced.  This 
cave  has  2  branches ;  that  in  which  the 
ioe  occurs  runs  straight  from  the  en- 
trance for  about  60  ft*,  when  it  suddenly 


narrows,  and  dips  down  12  or  1 5  ft. ; 
near  the  extremity  is  a  gulf  filled 
with  water.    Lights  must  be  taken. 

N.  Farther  on,  in  the  face  of  the 
mountain  overhanging  the  lake,  is  the 
Cave  of  St,  Beatus,  alwve  a  small  cas- 
cade, which  may  be  seen  leaping  into 
the  lake.  St.  Beatus,  according  to  tra- 
dition a  native  of  Britain,  converted 
the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  Helvetia 
to  Christianity.  Being  minded  to  take 
up  his  residence  on  the  shores  of 
the  lake,  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  a 
grot  well  suited  to  a  hermit's  abode, 
which  happened  at  the  time  to  be 
occupied  by  a  dragon.  The  monster, 
however,  was  easily  ejected  without 
force,  and  bimplv  by  hearing  a  notice 
to  quit  addressea  to  him  by  btBeatus. 
Among  the  miracles  performed  by  the 
anchorite,  in  addition  to  the  above, 
must  be  mentioned  that  of  his  crossing 
the  lake  on  his  cloak,  which,  when 
spread  out  on  the  water,  served  him 
instead  of  a  boat  A  rivulet  issues 
out  of  the  cave,  and  is  subject  to 
sudden  rises,  which  fill  the  caveiii  to 
the  roof,  and  are  accompanied  by  a 
loud  report,  like  that  of  a  cannon.  It 
may  be  reached  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  from  the  shore. 

At  Neuhaus  a  group  of  houses  and 
cabarets  at  the  end  of  tne  lake,  about  10 
m.  from  Thun,  and  about  2^  m.  from 
Interlaken,  the  passengers  are  landed. 
There  is  a  booking-ofiice  here  for 
taking  through  tickets  in  all  directions. 
A  long  array  of  carriages,  porters, 
guides,  and  horses,  wiU  be  found 
awaiting  their  disembarkation:  also  a 
diligence  which  runs  to  Interlaken; 
fare  1  fr.  One-horse  char,  2  frs. ; 
two-horse,  3  frs.  Those  bound  to 
Grindelwald  by  the  carriage-road, 
would  take  their  char  or  carriage 
from  here. 

Unteraeen,  a  village  of  1000  Inhab., 
composed  (except  the  Castle  on  the 
martet-place,  and  Rathhaus)  of  wooden 
houses,  many  of  them  brown  from  age, 
being  two  centuries  old.  It  suffered 
from  an  inundation  Aug.  1851,  which 
swept  away  its  bridge  and  some  of  its 
houses,  and  the  landlord  of  H.  des 
Alpes  was  drowned  at  the  same 
time. 


80 


ROUTE  25  A. — INTE&LAKEN. 


Sect.  L 


It  is  situated  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  lakes  of  Thun  and  Briens, 
whence  its  name,  and  that  of  its  im- 
mediate neighbour,  Interlaken,  both 
signifying  "  between  the  lakes."  In- 
terlaken has  of  late  become  so  com- 
pletely a  fashionable  watering-place, 
that  those  who  wish  for  quiet  and 
e.>onomv  resort  to  the  pensions  here, 
of  which  there  are  several.  The  Hotel 
and  Pension  Beausite  (4  fr.  25  c.  a-day) 
is  very  well  spoken  of. 

The  manufactory  of  Parquet  foorings 
of  MIML  Seller  is  worth  a  visit. 

*«*  Travellers  having  made  up 
their  minds  at  which  house  they  will 
put  up,  in  Interlaken,  should  insist 
on  being  driven  to  it,  and  not  be  de- 
terred by  being  told  that  "it  is  full" 
— a  common  trick  with  persons  inte- 
rested in  other  houses. 

Interlaken,  Inm:  H.  and  pension, 
Junefrau-Blick,  new,  1865,  and  very 
g^a,  stands  on  a  commanding  emi- 
nence a  little  way  out  of  the  town  ; 
far  the  largest  and  best  situated. 
It  is  raisea  above  the  damp  air 
of  the  plain,  and  commands  views 
of  both  lakes.  H.  Belvedere,  good  ; 
Schweizer  Hof ;  Hotel  d'Interlaken  ; 
H.  and  pension  des  Alpes  (H.  du  Lac, 
on  the  Lake  of  Brienz;  H.  Beau  Site; 
H.  Ritschard,  large,  good,  chiefly  Ger- 
man. There  are  at  least  a  doxen 
pensions  or  boarding-houses  here, 
where  travellers  are  received  for  one 
day,  paying  as  at  an  hotel,  or  for 
a  stay  of  5  or  even  3  da^s  en  pen- 
sion, at  lower  charges,  varying  between 
5  and  6  fr.  a-day,  exclusive  of 
wine,  for  boarding  and  lodging.  The 
principal  pensions  are  Striibe  s; — the 
Casino  affords  as  good  accommoda- 
tion as  any  in  the  place;  —  Cam- 
pagne  Fesenegg,  near  the  Brienz 
road.  At  most  of  these  houses  there 
is  a  daily  table-d'hote,  and  during  the 
season  balls  are  now  and  then  given 
at  one  or  other.  Pension  Ober,  very 
comfortable. 

In  1859  a  Kursaal,  designed  after 
the  fashion  of  those  at  the  German 
Baths,  with  restaurant,  reading-rooms, 
a  ball  and  concert  room,  play-tables. 


&c.,  was  opened  for  the  general  benefit 
of  the  visitors;  entrance  1  fr.    Fortu-  . 
nately    the  Bernese  government  has 
interdicted  the  hazard-tables,  which 
the  managers  desired  to  introduce. 

Interlaken  has  few  sights  or  lions 
for  the  tourist  or  passmg  traveller, 
who  need  not  stop  here,  umess  he  re- 
quire to  rest  himself.  Its  beautiful 
position,  however,  on  a  little  plain 
oetween  the  lakes,  in  full  view  oi  the 
Jung^u,  whose  snowy  summit  is 
seen  through  a  ^pin  the  minor  chain 
of  Alps,  its  vicinity  to  numerous  in- 
teresting sites,  ana  some  of  the  most 
pleasing  excursions  in  Switzerland, 
together  with  its  cheapness  as  a  place 
of  residence,  have  spread  its  reputa- 
tion through  Europe,  and  have  con- 
verted it  into  a  sort  of  watering- 
place,  thronged  with  English,  German, 
American,  and  other  foreign  visitors. 
The  village  itself,  a  collection  of  white* 
washed  lodging-houses,  with  trim  g^reen 
blinds,  has  nothing  Swiss  in  its  cha- 
racter. Still,  however,  though  no  longer 
a  place  of  retirement,  Interlaken  must 
not  be  disparaged;  its  almost  endless 
walks  and  rides,  its  boating  parties  on 
the  two  lakes,  its  picnics  and  balls, 
would,  in  the  society  of  friends,  afibrd 
amusement  for  a  season.  In  front  of 
the  lodging  •houses  runs  a*  magnifi- 
cent Avenue  of  huge  Walnut-trees,  most 
inviting  from  its  cool  shade. 

Excursions,  {a)  The  wooded  slopes  of 
the  Harder^  a  hill  on  the  opposite  oank 
of  the  Aar,  are  rendered  accessible  by 
easy  paths,  commanding  a  delightful 
view.  Keep  to  the  paths,  and  beware 
of  the  slippery  ana  really  dangerous 
grass  along  the  ridge :  an  English 
lady  perished  here  in  1850.  (6)  The 
Rvgenj  distance  about  2  m.,  commands 
a  very  beautiful  view.  Walks  and 
drives  have  been  cut  through  the  ad- 
joining woods,  (c)  The  old  Castle  of 
Unaptamen  is  within  an  easy  walk  even 
for  ladies;  while  {d)  the  Giesbach  falls, 
( e)  Lauterbrunnen,  with  theStaubbach, 
and  (/ )  Grindelwald  with  its  glaciers, 
are  within  a  short  morning's  row  or 
ride,  ig)  The  top  of  the  Wengem 
Alp  may  be  reached  from  this  in  5  hrs., 
and  (A)  the  Faulhom  in  6  hrs.  (•)  The 
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Moigenberg,  iometimes  called  Onmi- 
horn  (7400  ft),  is  easy  of  ascent,  and 
commands  a  remarkably  fine  view.  It 
is  the  extremity  of  the  range  which 
walls  in  the  lake  of  Brienx  on  the  S. 
ij)  The  ''Schynige  Platte,"  which 
crown  the  1.  portal  of  the  Lauterbrun- 
nen  valley.  The  view  from  it  is  one 
of  the  finest  that  can  be  obtained  of 
the  Oberland  range,  and  for  ladies  it  is 
the  easiest  of  access.  A  carriage  takes 
I  h.  to  Qsteig.  The  same  horses  are 
used  for  the  ascent,  which  leaves  the 
Lauterbmnnen  road  immediately  be- 
hind the  ch.  of  Gsteig,  and  reaches  the 
Schynige  Platte  in  3  hrs.  (/na,  small, 
good).  The  view  comprises  the  whole 
range  of  the  Oberland  Mts.,  from  the 
Wellhom  to  the  Blumlis  Alp.  The 
mole-path  up  to  the  Inn  is  good,  thence 
a  rough  patn,  not  fit  for  mules,  leads 
in  i  hr.  to  the  Taubenhom,  whence 
the  view  is  panoramic.  A  footpath, 
which  is  to  be  improved  into  a  mule- 
path,  leads  from  the  8ch.  Platte  in 
3^  hrs.  to  the  Eaulhom.  {k)  Ano- 
ther interesting  excursion  is  that  of 
the  Suleck,  whose  summit  may  be 
reached  in  '6^  hrs.  by  Isenfiuh.  Many 
others  of  th^  surrounding  mountains 
will  repay  an  ascent.  The  streams 
usually ong^nate in  smallglaciers, not 
seen  from  the  valley.  They  are  de- 
scribed in  the  following  tour  of  the 
Oberland.  The  view  from  the  church- 
yard of  Aeschi^  on  the  S.  shore  of  the 
lake  of  Thun,  fbrms  a  deserving  ob- 
ject of  a  day's  excursion.  You  leave 
the  carriage-road  to  Thun  at  Leis- 
sigen,  and  take  a  footpath  on  the  1. 
along  a  lane  fbr  5  m.  The  carriage 
may  wait  at  Spietz.  (See  Rte.  37.) 

At  Urfcrs  Subscription  Reading- 
room  and  Library  •  The  Times,*  *  Gali- 
gnani,'  *  Del)at8,  &c.,  are  taken  in. 

The  English  Church  Service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  twice  in  the  Old 
church  by  an  English  clergyman,  for 
whom  a  small  stipend  is  formed  b> 
voluntary  contributions  among  his 
countrymen. 

Dr.  Mani^  phtjsicicm^  speaks  English, 
and  keeps  an  Emflish  dispensary.  His 
goat*8  wheg  establishment  is  much  re- 
sorted to  by  invalids. 


Jfotmtain-poimes  may  be  hired  at 
Interlaken  at  11  fr.  a-clay,  bonnemain 
included,  for  one  pony,  or  10  fr.  each 
when  sevend  are  taken.  The  Guides 
abound,  and  are  paid  by  tarifT,  at  the 
rate  of  6  frs.  per  mem,  but  expect  1  fr. 
bonnemain.  Instances  of  gross  mis* 
conduct  are  very  rare ',  but  there  is 
no  remedy  except  an  appeal  to  a  magis- 
trate, who  usually  seems  to  consider 
the  tonrist  fair  game. 

B.  Interlaken  to  Lauterhrunnen, 

About  2  hours'  walk — a  drive  of  1  i  h. 
Carriage  there  and  back,  with  a  halt 
of  2  hrs.,  one  horse,  8  fr.;  two  horses, 
15  fr.  After  passing  a  tract  of  ver- 
dant meadow-land,  on  which  great 
wrestling-matches  (one  of  which  has 
been  described  by  Madame  de  Stael) 
I  are  periodically  held,  the  road  passes 
I  on  the  rt  the  C<utle  of  Unsptmnen: 
it  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  state, 
but  a  square  tower,  with  a  flanking 
round  turret,  rise  picturesquely  above 
the  brushwood  surrounding  them.  It 
is  the  reputed  residence  of  Manfred, 
and  its  position  in  front  of  the  high 
Alps  renders  it  not  unlikely  thatByron 
may  have  had  it  in  his  eye.  The  real 
owners  of  the  castle  were  the  barons 
of  Unspunnen,  a  noble  and  ancient 
race,  who  were  lords  of  the  whole 
Oberland,  from  the  Grimsel  to  the 
Gemmi  Bnrkard,  the  last  male  de- 
scendant  of  this  family,  had  a  beau- 
tiful and  only  daughter,  Ida,  who  was 
beloved  by  a  young  knight  attached 
to  the  Court  of  Berchtold  of  Ziih- 
ringen,  between  whom  and  Bnrkard 
a  deadly  feud  had  ^  long  subsisted. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  youth- 
fiil  Rudolph  of  Wadenswyl,  despair- 
ing of  obtaining  the  father's  consent 
to  their  union,  scaled  the  castle-walls 
by  night,  carried  Ida  off,  and  made 
her  his  bride.  Many  years  of  bloody 
strife  between  the  two  parties  followed 
this  event.  At  length  Rudolph,  tak- 
ing his  infant  son  by  Ida  along  with 
him,  presented  himself,  unarmed  and 
without  attendants,  toBurkard,  in  the 
midst  of  his  stronghold.  Such  an 
appeal  to  the  old  man^s  affections  and 
generosity  was  irresistible  ;  he  melted 
£  3 
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into  tears,  forgot  his  wrongs,  and,  re- 
ceiving his  children  into  his  bosom, 
made  Rudolph*s  son  the  heir  of  his 
vast  possessions.  At  the  time  of  the 
reconciliation,  the  old  baron  had  said, 
"  Let  this  day  he  for  ever  celebrated 
among  us  ;"  and  mral  games  were  in 
consequence,  for  many  years,  held  on 
the  spot.  These  were  revived  in  1805 
and  1808,  and  consisted  of  gymnastic 
exercises,  wrestling,  pitchmg  the 
stone,  &C.,  iB  whicn  the  natives  of 
the  different  cantons  contended  with 
one  another,  while  spectators  from 
far  and  near  collected  on  a  natural 
amphitheatre.  A  huge  fragment  of 
rock,  weighing  184  Ibc,  which  was 
hurled  10  ft.  by  an  athlete  from  Ap- 
pensell,  may  still  be  seen  half  buried 
m  the  g^und. 

li^eaving  behind  the  tifla^es  of 
Wylderswyl  and  Muhlinen,  wkose 
inhabitants  are  sadly  afHicted  with 
goitre  (§  18),  the  road  plunges  into 
the  narrow  and  savage  gorge  of  this 
torrent  LMtachine,  Sot  far  up,  the 
road  passes  a  spot  of  evil  repute  as 
the  scene  of  a  fratricide — ^**ju8t  the 
nlace  for  such  a  deed."  It  wa«  marked 
by  an  Inscriptien  in  tJie  'face  of  a 
projecting  rock«  called,  from  the 
murder,  the  Evil  Stone  (Bose  Stein), 
or  Brother's  Stone.  The  encroach- 
ments of  the  river  upon  the  road 
rendered  it  necessary  to  blast  a  por- 
tion of  the  rock  in  order  to  widen 
the  carriageway,  in  doing  which  the 
inscription  has  been  displaoed.  The 
murderer  of  hb  brother,  according  to 
the  story,  was  lord  of  the  Castle  of 
Bothenflue,  which  stood  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  vaUey.  Stung  with 
remorse,  he  fleS  away  from  the  sight 
of  man,  wandered  an  outcast  amoife 
the  wilds  like  Cain,  and  perished 
miserably. 

At  the  hamlet  of  Zweiliitschinen^ 
about  two  miles  from  the  entrance 
of  the  valley,  it  divides  into  two 
branches:  that  on  the  1.,  from  which 
flows  the  Black  Lutschine,  is  the  val- 
ley of  Grindelwald.  The  carriage- 
road  to  Grindelwald  (Rte.  c)  crosses 
the  bridge  and  leads  up  the  valley, 
terminated  by  the  gigantic  mass  and 
pverlasting  snows  of  the  Wetterhom 


(Rte.  25  d)  ;  that  of  the  rt,  traversed 
by  the  White  Lutschine,  is  the  valley 
of  the  Lauterbrunnen,  and  it  ought 
to  be  visited  first. 

The  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen  is 
remarkable  for  its  depth,  its  con- 
tracted width,  and  for  the  precipices 
of  limestone,  nearly  vertical,  which 
enclose  it  like  walls.  Its  name,  lite- 
rally translated,  means  "nothing  but 
fountains;"  and  is  derived,  no  doubt, 
from  the  number  of  streamlets  which 
cast  themselves  headlong  from  the 
brows  of  the  cliffs  into  the  valley 
below,  looking  at  a  distance  like  so 
many  pendulous  white  threads. 

The  road  to  Lauterbrunnen  passes 
under  the  base  of  a  colossal  preci- 
pice, called  Hunnenilue,  whose  face 
oisplayB  singular  contorti<His  in  the 
limestone  strata.  If  the  clouds  permit, 
the  summit  of  the  Jungfrau  now 
bursts  into  sight;  and  soon  after,  sur- 
mounting a  steep  slope,  we  reach 

Lauterbnmnefi,  Irm :  Capricorn 
(Steinbock),  good,  rather  dear;  20 
horses  are  kept  here. 

This  village  contains  about  1350 
Inhab^,  dweUing  in  rustic  houses, 
scattered  widely  apart,  along  both 
banks  of  the  torrent.  It  lies  2450  ft. 
above  the  sea,  so  sunk  between  pre- 
cipices that,  in  summer,  the  sun  does 
not  appear  tiU  7  o'clock,  and  in  win- 
ter not  before  12.  Only  the  hardier 
species  of  grain  grow  nere,  and  the 
climate  is  aJmost  too  rough  for  pears 
and  applea.  About  30  shoots  of  water 
dangle  from  the  edge  of  the  ramparts 
which  form  the  sides  of  the  vuley; 
and,  when  their  tops  are  enveloped  in 
clouds,  appear  to  Durst  at  once  from 
the  sky:  many  of  them  are  dried  up 
in  summer.  These  minor  falls,  how- 
ever, are  all  eclipsed  by  that  of  the 
StaMacht  distant  about  ^  &  milo  from 
the  inn.  It  is  one  of  the  loftiest  falls 
in  Europe,  measuring  between  800  and 
900  feet  m  height;  and  from  this  canse, 
and  from  the  comparatively  small  body 
of  water  forming  it,  it  is  shivered  by 
the  wind  into  spray  like  dust  long 
before  it  reaches  the  bottom  (whence 
its  name — literally,  Z)wsi-stream). 

Strangers,  who  expect  in  the  Staub- 
bach  the  rushing  and  roaring  rapidity 
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of  ^  a  cataract,  will  here  be  disap- 
pointed; bat,  in  the  opinion  of  nuinj, 
this  want  is  atoned  for  by  other  beau- 
ties peculiar  to  this  faD.  The  friction 
of  the  rock,  and  the  resistance  of  the 
air,  retard  the  descent  of  the  water, 
giTing  it,  when  seen  in  front,  the 
appearance  of  a  beautiful  lace  veil 
suspended  from  the  precipice,  and 
imitating,  in  its  centre,  the  folds  of 
the  drapeiT.  When  very  full,  it 
■hoots  out  nom  the  rock,  and  is  bent 
by  the  wind  into  flickering  undula- 
tions. Byron  has  described  it  ado- 
rably, boUi  in  prose  and  verse: — 

**  The  torrent  is  in  shape,  curving 
over  the  rock,  like  the  tail  of  a  white 
horse  streaming  in  the  wind — such  as 
it  might  be  conceived  would  be  that  of 
the  *pale  horse'  on  which  Death  is 
mounted  in  the  Apocalypse.  It  is 
neither  mist  nor  water,  but  a  some- 
thine  between  both :  its  inmiense 
height  gives  it  a  wave  or  curve — ^a 
spreading  here  or  condension  there 
—  wonderful  and  indescribable." — 
JownoU, 

*'  It  it  not  noon^the  aunbow't  nya  still  uneh 

The  torrent  with  the  many  hue*  ofhesTen, 

And  roll  the  shifted  silver's  wavinfFOolamn 


O'er  the  crugs  headlong  perpendicalar. 
And  flinK  its  lines  of  foaming  light  Hlong, 
And  to  and  fto,  lilce  the  pale  courser's  tail. 


The  giant  steed  to  be  bestrode  by  Deatb, 
▲s  told  in  the  Apocalypse."  Manfred. 

The  Staubbach  is  seen  to  perfection 
before  noon,  when  the  iris  lormed  by 
the  sun  falling  fuU  upon  it,  **like  a 
rainbow  come  down  to  pay  a  visit — 
moving  as  you  move,"  and  the  shadow 
of  the  water  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
give  an  additional  interest  At  other 
times  it  is  as  well  seen  from  the  inn 
as  from  the  nearest  point  which  can  be 
reached  without  booming  drenched 
with  spray.  Wordsworth  has  called 
it  •♦  a  skv-bom  waterfidl;"  and  when 
the  clouds  are  low  and  rest  on  the 
sides  of  the  valley,  it  literally  appears 
to  leap  from  tne  sky.  In  wmter, 
when  the  torrent  is  nearly  arrested 
by  the  frost,  a  vast  pyramid  of  ice 
is  formed  by  the  drippmg  of  the  water 
from  above,  increasing  gradually 
upwards  in  the  manner  of  a  stalag- 
mite, until  the  colossal  icicle  reaches 
nearly  half  way  up    the  precipice. 


There  is  a  smaller  upper-ftiU  above 
the  one  seen  from  Lauterbnmnen. 
A  footpath  leads  up  to  it  in  )  of  an 
hour,  but  few  think  it  worth  the 
trouble  of  the  ascent. 

Ulrich  Lauener,  of  Lanterbrunnen, 
is  a  celebrated  guide.  His  brother 
Johann  lost  his  life  in  pursuit  of 
chamois  on  the  precipices  of^the  Jung- 
frau.  A  younger  brother.  Christian 
Lauener,  is  a  good  and  steady  guide. 

[A  very  Interesting  ^Excursion  may 
be  made  from  Lauterbnmnen  to  the 
range  immediately  £.  of  the  village. 
About  200  yards  beyond  the  village 
a  good  horse-road  ascends  rapidly  to 
the  rt.,  crosses  the  stream  of  the  Staub« 
bach  above  the  falls,  and  reaches  in 
2^  hrs.  the  highland  village  of  Miirren. 
*Inn  (H.  du  Silberhorn);  it  is  well  to 
agree  about  prices  beforehand,  espe- 
cially if  you  stay  2  or  3  days.  The 
view  of  the  Oberland  chain  is  very  fine, 
and  is  further  improved  by  ascending 
to  a  point  about  half  an  hour  above  the 
inn.  The  Jungfrau  is  seen  from  top 
to  bottcmi,  better  than  from  Wengem 
Alp.  But  the  main  object  of  attraction 
is  the  adjoining  peak  of  the  SckUthom 
(9799  £ng.  fcX  commanding  one  of 
the  finest  views  in  the  whole  range 
of  the  Alps.  It  may  be  reached  from 
Miirren  in  from  3  to  4  hrs.,  the  greater 
part  of  the  way  by  an  excellent  horse- 
path, but  at  the  end  over  some  snow, 
oy  a  steep  and  rather  difficult  ascent, 
in  some  states  of  the  snow.  It  has  been 
frequently  accomplished  by  ladies, 
A  melancholy  catastrophe  occurred 
here,  1 865 :  Mrs.  Arbuthnot,  while 
making  the  ascent  with  her  husband, 
was  struck  dead  by  lightning.  Moun- 
taineers may  descend  into  the  Seefnen- 
Thai  (Rte.  36),  and  thence  into  the 
Upper  Valley  of  Lauterbnmnen. 
Guides  may  be  had  in  abundance  at 
Miirren. 


Upper  Valley  of  Zauterbnmn, 

Of  the  multitudes  who  visit  Lau* 
terbrunn,  a  very  small  proportion 
trouble  themselves  to  explore  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley,  the  scenery 
ot  which  is  of  the  highest  order  of 
beauty.    The  fall  of  the  Schmadribach 
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is  quite  a  sufficient  object  for  a  day's 
excursion;  being,  in  truth,  inferior  to 
few  in  Switzerland.  It  is  a  Urge  body 
of  water,  which,  issuing  from  the  gla- 
cier,  throws  itself  immediately  over  a 
precipice  of  great  height,  and  again 
makes  two  more  leaps,  of  inferior 
height,  but  great  beauty,  before  reach- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  valley.  The 
road  on  leaving  Lauterbrunnen  con- 
tinues nearly  on  a  level,  underneath 
the  magnificent  crags  of  the  Black 
Monk,  while  numerous  cascades  of  the 
Staubbach  character,  leap  from  the 
lofty  crags  on  the  rt.  into  the  valley. 

The  curious  little  cascade  of  the 
Trtimmelbach,  issuing  from  a  deep 
ravine  under  the  Jungfrau,  may  be 
visited  by  the  way.  The  road  as  far 
as  Steckelberg,  about  1  hr.  from  Lau- 
terbrunnen, is  practicable  for  a  small 
char,  beyond  that  place  it  is  so  nar- 
row that  horses  can  alone  go  for  ano- 
ther f  hr.,  as  far  as  the  hamlet  of 
lyaclisel  Lauinm,  opj^site  which  will 
be  seen  the  remains  of  an  ava- 
lanche, called  by  the  same  name, 
which  falls  annually  from  the  Jung- 
frau, and  spreads  its  ruins  over  a 
siuface  of  many  hundred  acres.  An 
hour  farther,  in  which  there  is  a  steep 
ascent  to  be  surmounted,  stands  a 
single  chdlet,  near  the  foot  of  the 
lower  fall;  from  which  there  is  ^an 
hour's  sharp  ascent  to  the  foot  of  the 
upper  fall.  Deciduous  trees  cease 
below  Trachsel  Lauinen;  thence  to 
the  fall,  the  way  lies  generally  through 
pine  forests,  and  the  pasturage  is 
abundant  to  a  much  greater  height 
High  above  tower  the  summits  of  the 
chain,  which,  branching  from  the 
Jungfrau,  is  continued  in  an  unbroken 
line  of  ice  to  the  Gemmi. 

If  the  path  hitherto  taken  to  the 
upper  fall  be  still  further  followed,  it 
leads  over  some  marshy  land  and,  in 
f  hr.  sharp  ascent  to  the  rt.,  to  the 
highest  pasturaees  in  this  part  of  the 
Alps,  immediately  under  tne  glaciers 
of  the  Breithorn.  The  view  hence  is 
very  fine.  The  Steinberg  (Rte.  35) 
may  be  easily  reached  by  descending 
a  rather  faintly-marked  path  to  the  rt., 
leading  close  to  the  Tschingel  glacier, 
aud  in  ^  hr.  to  a  cowhouse.    The 


stream  must  here  be  crossed,  and  the 
higher  path  followed,  when  the  Stein- 
berg is  attained  almost  on  a  level. 
The  view  from  this  point  is  mag-* 
nificent,  and  embraces  toe  whole  range 
of  the  giants  of  this  portion  of  the 
Alps  from  the  Jungfrau  to  the  Blumlis, 
in  close  proximity.  It  is  quite  possible 
to  descend  from  the  Steinberg  and 
ascend  the  Miirren  without  going  into 
the  valley.  The  path  is  not  difficult 
to  find,  as  it  is  tolerably  well  marked 
near  the  Steinber^^  chalet,  and  its 
direction  thenoe  easily  seen .  It  enters 
the  mule-road  to  Miirren  near  the  fine 
fall  of  the  stream,  issuing  from  the 
Sefinen  Thai 


C.  Lauterbrunnen  to  Orindelwald, — a.  By 
the  char-road,  b.  By  the  Wengem  Alp, 

Both  Lauterbrunnen  and  Grindel- 
wald  may  be  visited  in  one  rather 
long  day  from  Interlaken,  returning 
in  the  evening.  If  the  Wengem  Alp 
route  is  chosen,  a  char  may  be  taken 
at  Interlaken,  and  the  saddle-horses 
may  be  used  to  draw  the  char,  saddles 
being  taken  with  it.  The  char  may 
then  be  left  at  Lauterbrunnen,  and 
will  be  run  down  by  boys  to  the 
junction  of  the  Grindelwald  road, 
where  it  will  be  found  by  the  tourists, 
who  will  in  the  mean  time  have 
crossed  the  Wengem  Alp,  and  come 
down  from  Grin&lwald  on  the  char- 
horses.  One  horse,  20  fr.;  two  horses, 
40  fr.  for  this  expedition. 

^  a.  By  the  high-road  the  time  occu- 
pied in  going  from  Lauterbrunnen  to 
Grindelwald  is  about  2  hrs. — the  dis- 
tance about  9  m.  It  is  necessary  to 
return  down  the  valley  as  far  as  the 
Zwei-Lutschinen,  then,  crossing  the 
White,  to  ascend,  by  the  side  of  the 
Black  Lut8chiiie,a  long  ascent  through 
a  valley,  not  unlike  that  of  Simla  at 
the  base  of  the  Himalayas,  witb  the 
precipices  of  the  Wetterhom  and  the 
peaks  of  the  Either  in  the  background. 
Nearer  to  Grindelwald  the  two  gla- 
ciers appear  in  sight. 

6.  In  fine  weather  there  are  few 
more  interesting  or  exciting  ioumeys 
on  horseback  among  the  Alps  than 
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that  over  the  Wengem  Alp,  or  Lesser 
Sckeideck,  Independently  of  the  glori- 
oas  view  of  the  Jungfrau,  and  other 
giants  of  the  Bernese  chain,  it  is  from 
the  Wengem  Alp  that  avalanches  are 
seen  and  heard  in  greatest  perfec- 
tion, and  no  one  should  ahandon  the 
expedition  without  an  effort.  It  occu- 
pies 7  hrs.,  including  2  hr8.halt  at  the 
summit.  It  is  constantly  traversed  by 
ladies  on  horseback,  or  in  a  chaise  a 
porteur  (§  10).  Those  who  are  at  all 
able  to  walk  need  take  a  horse  to  the 
summit  only,  for  which  one  day  is 
charged ;  for  the  whole  joamey,  1^ 
day. 

The  bridle-path  turns  off  at  the  chapel 
nearly  opposite  the  Staubbach,  and 
after  crossme  the  river  ascends  steep 
zigzags,  which  lead  out  of  the  valley  ot 
Lauterbrunnen,  in  order  to  surmount 
the  ridge  separating  it  from  that  of 
Grindelwald.  After  nearly  an  hour  of 
toilsome  ascent,  passing  tne  houses  of 
a  scattered  hamlet,  it  reaches  a  more 
gradual  slope  of  meadow  land.  The 
valley  of  Lauterbrunn,  beneath  whose 
precipices  the  traveller  has  previously 
crept  with  some  little  awe,  presents 
from  this  height  the  aspect  of  a  mere 
trench;  the  Staubbach  is  reduced  to 
a  thin  thread,  and  its  upper  fall,  and 
previous  winding,  before  it  makes  its 
final  leap,  are  exposed  to  view  and 
looked  down  upon.  The  path  winds 
to  the  rt  round  the  shoulder  of  the 
hill,  and  then,  becoming  steep  and  slip* 
pery,  crosses  the  meadows  advancing 
towards  the  Jungfrau,  which  now 
rises  in  front  of  the  spectator,  with 
its  vast  expcuise  of  snow  and  glacier, 
in  all  its  magnificence.  Not  only  its 
summit,  but  all  the  mass  of  the 
mountain  above  the  level  of  the  spec- 
tator, is  white  with  ]^rpetual  snow 
of  virgin  purity,  which  breaks  off 
abruptly  at  the  edge  of  a  black  pre- 
cipice, forming  one  side  of  a  ravine 
8^)arating  the  Jungfrau  firom  the 
Wengem  Alp.  It  appears  to  be  within 
gun-shot  of  the  spectator — ^so  colossal 
are  its  proportions,  that  the  effbct  of 
distance  is  lost. 

About  half  an  hour's  walk  short 
of  the  col  of  the  Lesser  Scheideck 
(where  also  there  is  an  Inn)  is  a  very 


tolerable  Ttm,  J7.  de  la  Jungfratt^ 
containing  20  beds  to  accommodate 
strangers  who  choose  to  await  the  sun- 
rise at  this  elevation,  on  the  brow  of 
the  ravine,  5350  ft.  above  the  sea-level, 
directly  facing  the  Jungfrau.  From 
this  point  the  mountain  is  best  seen, 
as  well  as  the  avalanches  descending 
from  it.  The  precipice  before  alluded 
to,  which  forms  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tain, is  channelled  with  furrows  or 
grooves,  down  which  the  avalanches 
descend.  They  are  most  numerous 
a  little  after  noon,  when  the  sun  and 
wind  exercise  the  greatest  influence 
on  the  glacier  in  loosening  masses  of 
it,  and  causing  them  ty  break  off 

The  attention  is  first  arrested  by  a 
distant  roar,  not  unlike  thunder,  and 
in  half  a  minute,  a  gush  of  white 
powder,  resembling  a  small  cataract, 
is  perceived  issuing  out  of  one  of  the 
upper  grooves  or  gillies;  it  then  sinks 
into  a  low  fissure,  and  is  lost  only 
to  reappear  at  a  lower  stage  some 
hundr^  feet  below;  soon  after  an- 
other roar,  and  a  fresh  gush  from  a 
lower  gully,  till  the  mass  of  ice,  reach- 
ing the  lowest  step,  is  precipitated 
into  the  gulf  below.  By  watchm?  at- 
tentively the  sloping  white  side  of  the 
Jungfrau,  the  separation  of  the  frag- 
ment of  ice  from  the  mass  of  the 
glacier  which  produces  this  thunder, 
may  be  seen  at  the  moment  when  dis- 
engaged and  before  the  sound  reaches' 
the  ear.  Sometimes  it  merely  slides 
down  over  the  surface,  at  others  it 
turns  over  in  a  cake;  but  in  an  instant 
after  it  disappears,  is  shattered  to 
atoms,  and,  m  passing  through  the 
different  gullies,  apparently  ground 
to  a  fine  powder.  Independent  of  the 
sound,  which  is  an  awful  interruption 
of  the  silence  usually  prevailing  on  the 
high  Alps,  there  is  nothing  grand  or 
striking  in  these  falling  masses:  and, 
indeed,  it  is  difficult,  at  first,  to  believe 
that  these  echoing  thunders  arise 
from  so  slight  a  cause  in  appearance. 
The  spectator  must  bear  in  mind  that 
they  are  at  the  distance  of  1  m.  from 
him,  that  at  each  discharge  whole  tons 
of  ice  are  hurled  down  &e  mountain, 
and  that  the  seeming  dust  to  which 
it  is  reduced  includes  block  s  capable 
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of  sweeping  away  large  trees,  if  sach 
occurred  in  their*  course.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  summer  three  or 
four  such  discharges  may  be  seen  in 
an  hour;  in  cold  weather  they  are  less 
numerous ;  in  the  autumn  scarcely 
any  occur.  The  avalanches  finally 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Triimle- 
ten,  the  uninhabited  ravine  dividing 
the  Jungfrau  from  the  Wengem  Alp, 
far  deeper  than  travellers  along  the 
mule- track  have  any  idea  of;  and,  on 
melting,  send  forth  a  stream  which 
falls  into  the  Lutschine,  a  little  above 
Lauterbrunnen.  [Mr.  Galton  visited 
in  August,  1863,  the  principal  gully 
down  which  th%  avalanches  find  their 
way  to  the  Triimleten  Thai,  and  found 
the  excursion  perfectly  practicable 
and  free  from  danger,  in  1^  or  2  hrs. 
from  the  Inn.  The  guides  in  1864 
pointed  out  a  still  easier  way.  The 
stream  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley  is 
crossed  hy  a  bridge;  then  a  talus  of 
snow  and  ice  that  nas  fallen  from  the 
Guggi  glacier:  thence  along  a  slope 
of  swanl  to  the  rocky  cliffs  of  the 
Jungfrau  by  the  side  of  the  gully. 
**  When  the  avalanches  appeared,  the 
sights  and  sounds  were  worthy  of 
the  scale  on  which  they  were  enacted. 
The  perpendicular  fall  of  the  de- 
tached masses  of  snow  and  ice  before 
they  reach  the  head  of  the  gully, 
must  be  2000  ft.  The  length  of  the 
'gully  is  nearly  1000  ft.  more,  and 
the  talus  of  ice  debris  extends  through 
almost  2000  ft.  beyond.  Hence  me 
entire  fall  of  the  avalanche  is  nearly 
5000  ft.  of  perpendicular  descent.  The 
avalanches  give  timely  notice  of  their 
coming  by  a  prodigious  roar  and  a 
menacing  cloua  of  snow-dust,  shot  out 
overhead  When  they  appeared  as 
an  ice  cataract  at  the  foot  of  the 
^lly,  the  hurtling  of  the  ice-balls 
in  the  air  (ground  mto  that  shape  by 
mutual  attraction),  and  their  crasn 
when  they  ^1  was  almost  frightful. 
The  storm  was  irregular  in  its  out- 
bursts. Frequently  there  were  vast 
gushes  of  water,  aue  to  some  sub- 
glacial  reservoir,  whose  foremost  wall 
had  partly  supplied  the  avalanche. 
When  fragments  of  snow  and  ice 
reached  the  talus  or  slope,  they  slide 


swiftly  and  steadily,  side  by  side,  vrith 
a  rustling  sound.  They  are  all  of 
them  rounded  balls,  mostly  of  about 
1  f L  in  diameter,  and  never  exceeding 
1  yard.  There  were  two  good  points  of 
view  by  the  side  of  the  talus;  one  was 
near  a  gorge  which  interrupted  the 
regularity  of  its  course,  and  the  oth^ 
was  much  lower  down,  at  the  place 
whence  almost  the  entire  ioe  cascade, 
as  well  as  the  talus,  could  be  seen  in 
one  long  straight  line.  But  by  far  the 
grandest  position  is  at  the  very  foot 
of  the  guUy;  to  reach  this  requires 
help  from  a  guide.  Overhanging  slabs 
of  rock  afford  a  niche  within  80  yards 
of  its  mouth,  that  seems  -perfectly  se- 
cure from  any  fall  of  snow  over  the 
face  of  the  cliff  that  is  likely  to  occur 
in  the  summer-time. 

A  large  party,  mostly  of  ladies  and 
children,  made  the  expedition  in  1864 
without  difficulty,  from  the  Jungfrau 
Hotal  to  the  side  of  the  avalanche 
path,  in  2|  hrs.,  all  delays  included. 
They  rode  for  1  hr.  6  min.,  and  leaving 
the  horses  to  await  their  return,  at  a 
group  of  mayens,  1450  ft  below  the 
level  of  the  Jungfrau  Hotel,  walked 
the  rest  of  the  way.  Leaving  the 
Jungfrau  Hotel  the  route  follows  the 
main  road  towards  Lauterbrunnen 
for  22  min.,  then  turns  L,  down  to  a 
cattle-stable,  whose  large  roof  shows 
clearly  some  300  ft  below  the  road, 
and  8  min.  short  of  the  Bellevue  H. 
fThence  down  a  grass-field,  bearing 
right  towards  Miirren,  which  is  con- 
spicuously perched  in  the  far  distance 
on  its  Alp.  Then  through  a  forest 
(part  of  the  way  steep  and  slippery 
for  horses),  past  a  single  small  mayen, 
to  a  grouT)  of  them  ;  here  the  horses 
must  be  left.  Then  on  foot  over  a 
bridge,  and  onwards  bearing  to  the  rt, 
without  ascending,  winding  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  small  hill  opposite,  to 
the  side  of  the  Guggi  glacier,  or  ra- 
ther avalanche  path.  The  rte.  con- 
tinues for  5  min.  alongside  its  moraine, 
but  separated  from  it' by  a  torrent, 
which  pours  into  an  ice  cavern.  Below 
this  cavern,  25  min.  from  the  mayens, 
the  glacier  is  crossed,  at  a  level  of 
1600  ft.  below  the  Jungfrau  HoteL  It 
is  120  yards  broad,  and  so  distant  from 
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tbe  ice  cliifs  that  feed  it,  that  a  person 
need  hardly  hasten  his  usual  pace,  even 
if  an  avalanche  were  to  detach  itself 
when  he  was  exactly  halfway  across, 
and  in  the  very  centre  of  its  path. 
The  opposite  side  of  the  valley  is  as- 
oendea  by  a  goat-track,  dose  to  the 
rock  that  first  shows  signs  of  her- 
bafl;e,  reckoning  from  the  L  There 
is  here  a  **mauvais  pas"  up  which 
children  will  scramble  without  assist- 
ance. It  is  a  much  better  way  than 
that  which  was  described  by  Mr. 
Galton,  lower  down  to  the  rt. 

Henceforward  the  way  lies  for  20 
min.  over  thick  rrass,  and  among 
rhododendron  boshes,  till  it  reaches 
the  side  of  the  ravine,  down  which  the 
avalanches  pour.  It  is  better  to  wait 
on  the  grass,  100  yards  from  its  brink, 
running  to  the  scene  as  soon  as  the 
avalanche  has  begun  to  fall,  and  is 
clearly  not  likely  to  overpass  the 
bounJs  of  its  regular  channel  Its 
sides  bear  marks  of  being  swept  by 
avalanches  in  the  spring,  but  they 
are  rarely,  though  sometimes,  touched 
by  the  falling  snow  in  sununer.  To 
reach  the  actual  foot  of  the  gorge 
through  which  the  avalanche  dashes, 
requires  a  scramble  up  to  a  somewhat 
hi^er  terrace;  in  effecting  which  a 
guide  and  a  rope  would  be  required 
b^  all  except  good  mountaineers,  and 
might  be  acceptable  even  to  them.] 

A  part  of  Lord  Byron's  *  Manfred  * 
was  either  written  or  mentally  com- 
posed on  the  Wengem  Alp,  in  full 
view  of  the  Jungfrau.  He  says  in  his 
Journal,  **  Heard  the  avalanches  fall- 
ing every  five  minutes  nearly.  The 
clouds  rose  from  the  opposite  valley, 
curling  up  perpendicular  precipices, 
like  the  foam  of  the  ocean  of  hell 
during  a  spring  tide — it  was  white 
•and  sulphury,  and  immeasurably 
deep  in  appearance.  The  side  we 
ascended  was  not  of  so  precipitous 
a  nature;  bat, on  arriving  at  the  sum- 
mit, we  looked  down  upon  the  other 
side  upon  a  boiling  sea  of  cloud,  dash- 
ing against  the  crags  on  which  we 
stood — ^these  crags  on  one  side  quite 
perpendicular.  In  passing  the  masses 
of  snow,  I  made  a  snowball,  and  pelted 
Hobhouse  with  itJ*—Swiu  Journal. 


**  Ye  toppling  cnga  of  {e»~ 
Te  tnaUtnehes,  whom  a  breath  draws  down 
In  nountainooa  o'erwhelming,  come  and  croeli 

me  I 
/  hear  ye  momently  oftow,  heueath^ 
Cruih  with  a  frequent  cotifiict;  but  ye  past, 
And  only  fall  on  thinf^  that  still  would  live ; 
On  the  young  flouriahini;  Torest,  or  the  hat 
And  hamlet  of  the  harm  less  TillAi(er. 
The  mists  boil  op  arouud  the  glaciers ;  cloude 
Bite  curling  fitr  beneath  me,  white  and  sul- 
phury, 
like  fonm  from  the  roueed  ocean  qfdeep  hell  I" 
Aku\fred. 

A  day  may  be  ei^oyably  spent  on 
the  Wengem  Alp  m  thoroughly 
taking  in  the  grand  scenery  which  it 
commands.  The  Lauberhom,  with  a 
more  extensive  and  varied  view,  may 
be  easily  reached  in  about  1^  hr.  from 
either  of  the  inns  on  the  pass. 

Beyond  the  Jungfrau  Hotel  the 
track  is  tolerably  level,  and  in  about 
2  miles  the  col  or  summit  of  the  pass 
is  attained  ^6690  ft.),  where  also  tnere 
is  a  tolerable  fnn  (H.  Bellevue).  The 
view  is  very  fine,  including,  besides 
the  Jungfrau,  the  Monch,  the  two 
Eirhers,  and  the  Wetterhom.  Tra- 
vellers should  on  no  account  omit 
walking  J  hr.  to  the  very  verge  of  the 
valley  Tlocal  jealousies  have  pre- 
vented the  formation  of  a  footpath). 
They  should  walk  past  the  flagstaff, 
and  keep  gently  rising,  following  the 
inns  and  outs  of  the  small  spurs  in 
their  way,  and  past  a  watering-place 
for  cattle,  till  they  arrive  suddenly  on 
the  edge  of  a  cliff  overlooking  the 
Triimleten  Thai,  and  become  aware 
of  its  little  suspected  depths  and  the 
avalanche  debris  which  strew  its 
bottom.  The  grandeur  of  the  Jung- 
frau range  greatly  rises  in  the  estima- 
tion of  those  who  have  seen  it  from  here. 
The]  Jvngfrau^  or  Virgin,  received  its 
name  either  firom  the  unsullied  purity 
t)f  the  snow,  or  because  its  crest  was 
long  deemed  inaccessible  to  human 
foot  Like  most  of  the  other  peaks 
of  the  Alps,  she  has  lost  her  claim 
to  the  title  on  the  latter  score,  the 
highest  peak  having  most  probably 
b^n  reached  for  the  first  time  in 
1811,  and  again  in  1812,  b^  the 
brothers  Meyer,  of  Aarau;  it  was 
again  attained  in  1828  by  6  peasants 
from  Grindelwald  ;    and,  in  August, 
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1841,  by  M.  Agassiz,  of  Keuchatel, 
accompanied  by  Professor  Forbes,  of 
Edinburgh,  ana  a  Swiss  and  French 
gentleman.  The  course  they  pursued 
was  by  the  Ober-Aar  glacier  to  that 
of  Viesch,  and  then  by  following  up 
the  Aletsch  glacier  from  the  Marjelen- 
see.  It  has  since  been  ascended  by 
M.  Studer  and  by  several  English 
travellers.  The  Jungfrau  rises  to  an 
elevation  of  13,671  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  The  Silber-homer,  ascended 
in  1863  by  Messrs.  Fellenberg  and 
Boedecker,  are  inferior  peaks  of  the 
Jungfrau.  Farther  on  apx>ear  the 
Monch,  or  Klein  Eigher,  13,438  fL, 
and  the  Great  Eigher  (^Giant),  13,044 
ft.  On  approaching  Gnndenwald,  the 
Schreckhom  (Peak  of  Terror),  13,394 
ft,  comes  into  sight.  The  sharp, 
needle-formed  point  of  the  Fluster- 
Aarhom,  the  highest  of  the  group, 
14,039  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  is  onhr 
visible  at  intervals  peering  above  his 
brethren.  The  glaciers,  which  cling 
around  these  peaks,  and  fill  up  the  de- 
pressions between  them,  extend  with- 
out interruption  from  the  Jungfrau 
to  the  Grimsel,  and  from  Grindel- 
wald,  in  canton  Berne,  nearly  to  the 
hamlets  of  Viesch  and  Morii,  in  the 
Valais.  The  extent  of  this  glacier 
field  has  been  calculated  at  1 15  sauare 
miles,  or  about  one-sixth  of  all  the 
glaciers  among  the  Alps. 

The  descent  to  Grindelwald  takes 
up  about  2^  hrs.,  milk,  strawberries, 
and  beggars  at  frequent  intervals  by 
the  wayside.  The  path  is  steep, 
and  for  20  min.  lies  over  marshy 
ffround.  It  passes  within  sight  of  a 
forest  said  to  have  been  mown  down 
by  the  fall  of  avalanches,  but  more 
probably  decaying,  as  is  not  unusual 
on  the  higher  grounds  at  present. 
The  trunks,  broken  short  off  close  to 
the  ground,  still  stand  like  stubble 
left  by  the  scythe.  Byron  describes 
•*  whole  woods  of  withered  pines — 
all  withered;  trunks  stripped  and 
barkless;  branches  lifeless;  done  by  a 
single  winter — their  appearance  re- 
minded me  of  me  and  my  fiamily." 

In  descending  into  the  valley,  the  , 
Wetterhoni  (ascended  by  Mr.  Wills  in 
1855)  is  seen  in  front,  and  on  the  1.  | 


the  Faulhom,  surmounted  by  its  inn. 
On  the  rt.,  low  down,  appears  the 
white  lower  glacier  of  Gnndelwald, 
issuing  out  of  a  gorge,  on  a  level  with 
the  habitations  of  the  valley. 

Ormdelwald, — Inns:  Bar  (Bear)  at 
the  W.  of  the  village;  Adler  (Eagle) 
at  the  E.  end.  Also  H.  du  Glacier, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  village  from 
Lauterbrunnen;  and  another  H.,  the 
Eiger,  between  the  Adler  and  the 
Bar.  The  pension  of  the  Adler  is  a 
charming  residence. 

The  village  of  Grindelwald,  con- 
sisting of  picturesque  wooden  cottages, 
widely  scattered  over  the  valley,  stands 
at  a  height  of  3250  ft.  above  the  sea, 
from  which  cause,  and  from  its  vici* 
nity  to  the  glaciers,  the  climate  of  the 
valley  is  cold,  and  unstable  even  in 
summer.  Its  inhabitants  are  chiefly 
employed  in  rearing  cattle,  of  which 
6000  head  are  fed  on  the  neighbouring 
pastures;  and  many  act  as  guides. 
Peter  Bohren  is  perhaps  the  best. 
Christian  BleuverandHildbrand  Burg- 
ner  are  also  recommended  for  difficult 
mountain  excursions.  Christian  Boh- 
ren has  been  well  spoken  of  as  a  gene- 
ral guide.  The  younger  females  pick 
up  a  few  hal^ence  by  singing  Ranz  de 
Vaches  at  the  inns,  and  most  of  the 
children  are  beg^^ars  —  occupations 
arising  from  the  influx  of  stran^^ers 
into  the  valley,  which  has  exercised 
an  injurious  influence  upon  its  morals 
and  ancient  simplicity  of  manners. 
The  valley  has  not  oeen  inhabited 
above  400  years,  and  the  peasants 
assert  that  the  climate  becomes 
gradually  worse,  and  give  instances 
which  seem  to  bear  out  their  state- 
ment It  is  certain  that  there  were  in 
former  days  several  paths  into  the 
Valais  which  are  now  impassable; 
and  it  is  said  that  the  peasants  of 
Grindelwald  used  to  cross  to  the 
Valais  to  be  married. 

Grindelwald  owes  its  celebrity,  as  a 
place  of  resort  for  travellers,  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  mountains  which  sur- 
round it,  and  to  its  two  Olaciers  (§  16), 
which,  as  they  descend  into  the  very 
bottom  of  the  valley  below  the  level 
of  the  Tillage,  and  almost  within  a 
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Btone's-throw  of  human  habitations, 
are  more  easily  accessible  here  than 
in  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  Three 
gigantic  mountains  form  the  S.  side 
of  the  valley — the  Eigher,  or  Giant; 
the  Mettenberg  (Middle  Mountain), 
which  is,  in  fact,  the  base  or  pedestal 
of  the  magnificentpeak  called  Schreck- 
hom;  and  the  Wetterhom  (Peak  of 
Tempests),  at  the  upper  end.  Be- 
tween these  three  mountains  the  twu 
glaciers  of  Grindelwald  issue  out. 
They  are  branches  of  that  vast  field 
or  ocean  of  ice  mentioned  above  as  oc- 
cupying the  table-land  and  high  valleys 
amidst  the  Bernese  Alps,  and,  being 
pushed  downwards  by  the  constantly- 
increasing  masses  above,  descend  far 
below  the  line  of  perpetual  snow  (}  16). 
Their  chief  beauty  arises  from  their 
being  bordered  by  forests  of  fir,  which 
form,  as  it  were,  a  graceful  fringe  to 
the  white  ice,  whik  the  g^een  pas- 
tures, with  which  they  are  almost  in 
contact  near  the  base,  contrast  agree- 
ably with  their  frozen  peaks.  Though 
inferior  in  extent  to  those  of  Char 
mouni,  of  the  Aar  and  of  Aletsch, 
the  traveller  who  has  seen  even  them 
-will  do  well  to  explore  the  Glaciers  of 
Grindelwald. 

T?i6  Lwcer  Glacier^  also  called  the 
smaller,  although  four  times  as  large 
as  the  upper  one,  forces  its  way  out 
between  the  Eigher  and  Mettenberg, 
and  it  descends  to  a  point  only  3200 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.     A 

K.th  ascends  along  its  left  margin, 
neath  the  precipices  of  the  Metten- 
berg, and  past  a  ch&let  where  wine 
can  be  got,  commanding  a  view  of  the 
bristling  minarets  of  ice,  of  the  lower 
portion  of  the  glacier,  and  affording 
means  of  paying  a  visit  to  its  middle 
portion,  which  is  one  of  the  pleasantest 
excursions  on  the  Alps ;  with  a  local 
guide  occupying  5  or  6  hrs.  in  the 
whole,  including  1  or  2  on  the  ice,  and 
not  fatiguing,  it  is  not  ^ood  for  timid 
persons,  as  the  path  skirts  some  for- 
midable precipices,  and  the  recent 
shrinking  of  the  ice  compels  travellers 
to  descend  by  a  ladder  of  perhaps  50 
steps,  clamped  to  the  face  of  the  cliff, 
a  small  fee  is  paid  for  descending  it; 


but  it  is  taken  by  ladies,  who  may  ride 
on  horseback  for  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  and  be  conveyed  to 
the  ladder  in  a  chaise  li  porteur.  It 
offers  to  those  who  cannot  mount  great 
heights  one  of  the  |^randest  and  wQdest 
glacier  views  imagmable,  the  cultivated 
vallepr  beine  completely  hidden,  and 
nothing  visiole  but  the  enormous  peaks 
of  the  Eieher,  Schreckhom,  Yiescher- 
homer,  &c.,  which  form  a  superb  am- 
phitheatre, very  little  inferior  to  the 
scene  from  the  Jardin.  In  1821  M. 
Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Yevay,  was 
lost  in  one  of  the  crevices.  Su^i- 
cions  were  entertained  that  the  guide 
who  accompanied  him  had  murdered 
him,  and  search  was  immediately 
commenced  for  the  body.  After  12 
days  of  fruitless  attempts,  it  was  at 
lengrth  drawn  out  by  a  g^ide  named 
Burgener,  who  was  let  down  fi^m 
above  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  by  a 
rope,  with  a  lantern  tied  to  his  neck. 
The  wat<$h  and  the  purse  of  the  un- 
fortunate man  were  found  upon  him, 
so  that  the  suspicions  regarding  the 
guide  were  proved  to  be  groundless. 
He  was  buned  in  the  church  of  Grin- 
delwald. 

In  following  the  path  to  the  chAlet 
we  arrive  at  a  singular  depression  in 
the  rocks,  called  Martmsdruck,  pointed 
out  to  the  traveller,  and  opposite  to  it, 
in  the  crest  of  the  Eigher,  a  small  hole, 
called  Martirulochj  through  which  the 
sun*s  rays  shine  twice  a-year.  Once 
on  a  time,  according  to  the  tradition, 
the  basin  now  occupied  by  the  Eis- 
meer  was  filled  with  a  lake,  but  the 
space  between  the  Mettenberg  and 
the  Eigher  being  much  narrower  than 
at  present,  the  outlet  from  it  was  con- 
stantly blocked  up,  and  inundations 
produced,  which  ruined  the  fields  of 
the  peasants  in  the  valley  below.  At 
length  St  Martin,  a  holy  giant,  came 
to  uieir  rescue;  he  seated  himself  on 
the  Mettenberg,  resting  his  staff  on 
the  Eigher,  and  then,  with  one  lusty 
heave  of  his  brawny  back,  not  only 
burst  open  the  present  wide  passage 
between  the  two  mountains,  out  left 
the  marks  of  his'  seat  on  the  one,  and 
drove  his  walking-stick  right  through 
the  other. 
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A  rery  fine  ayalanche  is  occa- 
sionally seen  £1*001  this  path  to  fall 
from  the  precipices  on  the  other  side 
of  the  glacier.  In  about  2  hrs*.  walk 
from  Grindelwald  the  path  reaches  the 
place  where  it  becomes  necessary  to 
take  to  the  level  ice,  and  the  ladder 
is  descended.  The  path  thus  far  is 
the  beginning  of  the  Strahleck  pass 
(Bte.  27  a).  The  tourist  may  now 
take  a  promenade  on  the  ice  to  the 
ch&lets  of  Stiereck,  or  making  a  par- 
tial circuit  round  the  Mettenberg, 
climb  it  as  high  as  he  has  a  mind.  At 
every  step  the  grandeur  of  the  ice- 
field in  front  of  him  increases. 

At  the  foot  of  the  lower  Glacier  i 
hr.  from  the  Inn,  is  a  grotto  hewn  in 
the  ice,  the  beauty  of  the  blue  light 
transmitted  through  its  walls  repays 
the  50  cents  the  maker  of  it  exacts 
from  visitors.  The  foot  of  the  gla- 
cier is  otherwise  as  dirty  and  unat- 
tractive as  the  feet  of  glaciers  usually 
«re. 

An  extensive  qnarry  of  ice  for  the 
markets  of  Paris  and  elsewhere  has 
l>een  established  here,  and  is  in  full 
operation  after  the  busy  season  of 
the  year.  Hundreds  of  workmen  hew 
squared  blocks,  which  are  wheeled  to 
a  cottage  on  the  west  end  of  Grindel- 
wald, thence  it  is  carted  to  Neuhaus, 
shipped  to  Thun,  and  taken  direct  to 
its  destination  by  rail. 

Srhe  glacier  passes  from  Grindel- 
d  to  the  ^ggischhom  are  &ye 
in  number,  and  occupy  respectively 
from  16  to  22  hrs.  actual  walking. 
Those  between  the  Monch  and  the 
Viescher  Homer,  and  between  the 
MSnch  and  the  Jungfrau,  are  the 
shortest  The  former  is  the  easier, 
the  latter  is  said  to  be  the  noblest  of 
alL] 

The  Upper  Glacier  may  be  visited 
going  over  the  Scheideck.  The  ice  of 
Its  lower  portion  has  an  unusually 
dean  and  pure  surface. 


Ascent  of  thd  Faulhom, 

The  Faulhom  is  a  mountain  8674- 
fL  above  the  sea-level,  situated  be- 


tween the  valley  of  Grindelwald  and 
the  lake  of  Brienz,  and  commanding, 
from  its  summit,  an  excellent  near 
view  over  the  neighbouring  chain  of 
Bernese  Alps.  On  this  account  it  is 
ascended  in  the  summer-time,  like 
the  Rigi,  by  travellers.  It  may  be 
reached  from  Grindelwald,  or  from 
the  summit  of  the  great  Scheideck 
pass,  and  probably  this  year,  1865, 
from  the  Schynige  Platte,  by  horse; 
or  from  the  Giesbach,  on  the  lake  of 
Brienz,  by  foot. 

Ladies  who  do  not  ride  may  be 
carried  from  Grindelwald  in  **  chaises 
&  porteurs,"  with  4  bearers  to  each 
chair,  at  6  frs.  each ;  or  if  the  party 
sleep  on  the  Faulhom,  9  frs.  A 
guide  to  the  top  is  well  paid  with 
6  frs.,  or  9  if  tney  remain  aU  night : 
a  horse  15  frs.  up  and  down;  but 
30  fr.(an  extravagant  price)  is  charged 
for  horses  from  Interlaken.  The  Inn 
on  the  summit  is  closed  in  October. 
It  has  24  beds  and  a  fair  larder,  but 
the  charges  are  sometimes  extrava- 
gant. In  the  height  of  summer  you 
must  secure  beds  beforehand,  or  be 
early  on  the  top.  The  path  from 
Grindelwald  leads  over  the  Bach 
Alp,  by  the  side  of  a  small  lake, 
1000  ft  below  the  summit,  3j  hrs. 
from  Grindelwald.  The  view  of  the 
Bernese  Alps  from  the  top  forms 
the  chief  feature  of  the  panorama, 
which  in  this  respect,  and  from  the 
proximity  of  the  Faulhom  to  those 
snowy  giants,  far  surpasses  the  pro* 
spect  from  the  Bigi.  On  the  other 
hand,  though  the  hikes  of  Thun  and 
Brienz  are  both  visible,  only  a  small 
strip  of  each  appears,  which  is  but  a 
poor  equivalent  for  the  wide  expanse 
of  blue  water  which  bathes  the  foot 
of  the  RigL 

There  is  a  footpath  from  the  top  of 
the  Faulhom,  passing  the  waterfall  of 
the  Giesbach  above  the  lake  of  Brienz : 
the  distance  is  about  14  miles,  but 
it  is  slightly  marked;  and  not  to  be 
attempted  without  a  guide.  A  cir- 
cuitous but  tolerably  easy  path  leads 
in  2  hrs.  from  the  Faulhom  to  the  Inn 
at  the  summit  of  the  Scheideck. 

Those  who  cannot  reach  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Faulhorn  will  be  well  re- 
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paid  for  moimtmg  its  slope  for  an 
nonr  or  two  on  the  road,  in  order  to 
set  the  fine  view  of  the  S.  side  of  the 
Grindelwald  yalle7,  which  cannot  be 
seen  from  Qrindelwald  itself  or  from 
the  bottom  of  the  yallej. 

[A  far  superior  expedition  for 
mocLerate  mountaineers,  and  not  much 
longer,  is  to  the  top  of  the  Schwartz- 
horn,  from  Rosenlaui,  or  from  the 
Great  Scheideck.  Take  a  rope.  The 
Tiew  extends  mu(^  more  widely  to  the 
£.  The  mountain  is  some.  1000  ft. 
higher,  and  is  more  isolated  than  the 
Faulhom.] 

D.  Grmdeltoald  to  Eeiohenbach  or  Mey- 
ringen^  by  the  Qrtat  Scheideck, 

Hours. 
Grindelwald. 

Scheideck 3 

Koeealaui 3 

Reichenbach    .....    2i 

n 

About  20  Eng.  m. ;  6  hrs.  fSast 
walking.  On  horseback,  for  ladies, 
it  is  a  ride  of  at  least  9  hours,  in- 
cluding halts.    No  guide  is  required. 

[An  hour's  walk  up  the  valley  from 
Grmdelwald,  and  a  slight  detour  to 
the  rt.  of  the  direct  path  to  Meyringen, 
leads  to  the  Upper  Glacier.  (See  above.) 

The  first  hour  from  Grindelwald  is 
through  the  meadows  in  the  valley; 
afterwards  the  ascent  is  easy,  and 
during  the  whole  of  it  the  Wetterhom 
(Peak  of  Tempests)  overhangs  the 
path,  an  object  of  stupendous  sub- 
limity. It  rises  in  one  vast  preci- 
pice of  fdpine  limestone,  apparently 
close  above  the  traveller's  head, 
though  its  base  is  more  than  a  mile 
off.  Avalanches  descend  from  it  in 
the  spring  and  summer  through  four 
different  channels,  sometimes,  though 
very  rarely,  extending  to  the  path, 
and  travellers  have  been  exposed  to 
danger  from  them.  Mr.  Wilis,  in  his 
•  "Wanderings  among  the  High  Alps,' 
has  given  an  interesting  account  of 
his  ascent  of  the  outermost,  or  most 
northerly,  of  the  three  peaks  of  the 
Wetlerhom,  that  whose  sharp  sum- 
mit is  seen  in  passing  the  Great 
Soheideok. 


Upon  the  slope  in  front  of  the 
Wetterhom  a  man  usually  stations 
himself  to  blow  the  alpine  horrid 
a  rude  tube  of  wood,  6  or  8  ft.  long. 
A  few  seconds  after  the  horn  has 
ceased,  the  simple  notes  of  the  instru- 
ment are  caught  up  and  repeated  by 
the  echoes  of  the  vast  cuff  of  the 
Wetterhom,  and  return  to  the  ear 
refined  and  softened,  yet  perfectly 
distinct,  as  it  were  an  aerial  concert 
warbling  among  the  crags. 

The  view  down  the  viuley  of  Grin- 
delwald, from  the  Scheideck,  is  very 
striking :  its  green  pastures  contrast 
agreeably  with  the  oare  wall  of  the 
Wetterhom.  Beyond  it,  on  the  1., 
rises  the  sharp  crest  of  the  Eigher, 
resembling  the  up-turned  edge  of  a 
hatchet  On  the  Scheideck  (6480  ft. 
above  the  sea-level)  stands  an  Inn^ 
Steinbock,  with  rough  sleeping  and 
indifferent  accommodation. 

The  prospect  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, into  the  vale  of  the  Reichenbach 
or  of  Rosenlaui,  is  not  so  remarkable. 
Two  small  glaciers  are  seen  sus- 
pended on  shelfs  of  the  precipitous 
range  oonnectin?  the  Wetterhom  and 
Wellhorn;  further  on,  between  the 
Wellhom  and  Engel-horner  (angels' 
peaks),  the  Glacier  of  Rosenlaui  lies 
embedded.  By  a  d6tour  to  the  rt.  a 
curious  glacier,  the  Lower  Glacier  of 
Schwarzwald,  may  be  visited.  It  is 
composed  altoeether  of  snow  and  frag- 
ments of  ice  that  fall  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  Wetterhom  into  the  valley 
which  separates  this  part  of  the  track, 
over  the  Scheideck,  from  the  mountain. 
1^  hr.  in  descending  from  the  Stein- 
bock inn,  partly  through  a  wood  of 
firs,  brings  the  traveller  to  the 

Baths  of  Hosenlatii,  a  clean  Irm,  re- 
built on  a  larger  scale.  Bar,  2  hrs.  from 
the  summit,  very  prettily  situated,  near 
a  source  of  mineral  water,  resem- 
bling closely  that  of  Harrogate,  which 
supplies  baths.  Wood  carving  is  very 
well  executed  here.  A  few  yards  be- 
hind it  the  Reichenbach  torrent  issues 
out  of  a  cleft  in  the  rock.  About  20 
min.  from  the  baths  is  the  Glacier  of 
JioserUauif  which  is  smaller  than  thof^e 
of  Grindelwald,  but  is  celebrated  above 
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all  others  in  Switierland  for  the  un- 
tarnished purity  of  its  white  sur&ce, 
and  the  clear  transparent  asnre  of  its 
icebergs.  This  peculiarity  arises 
doubtless  from  its  naving  no  medial 
moraine  (see  §  16).  The  adrance  and 
retreat  of  the  glacier  may  be  very 
well  observed  here,  as  its  l>ed  is  a  flat 
rock,  and  this  glacier  is  well  worth  a 
visit.  A  steep  path  on  the  1.  of  the 
glacier  leads  in  about  ^  an  hour  to 
the  summit  of  a  cliff  which  proiects 
midway  into  the  icy  sea,  and  toucU  its 
course  considerably.  It  forms  a  good 
point  of  view.  The  torrent  issuing 
m>m  this  glacier  has  worn  a  deep 
chasm  in  the  mountain  side,  in  which, 
from  the  frail  bridge  thrown  across  it, 
the  waters  may  be  seen  boiling  some 
200  ft.  below. 

The  path  to  Meyringen  runs  by  the 
side  of  this  stream,  first  crossing  a 
charming  little  ffreen  plain,  carpeted 
with  soft  turf,  like  that  of  an  English 
lawn,  and  dotted  with  ch&lets.  The 
view  up  the  valley  from  this  point  de- 
serves particular  notice :  it  is  a  fia- 
vourite  subject  for  the  pencil  of  the 
artist.  The  Wetterhom,  the  Well- 
horn,  and  the  craggy  peaks  called  £n- 
gel-horner,  form  a  mountain  group 
unrivalled  for  picturesqueness. 

Below  this  tne  valley  contracts;  nu- 
merous waterfalls  are  seen  dangling 
from  its  sides  :  one  of  them,  from  its 
height  and  tenuity,  is  called  the  Rope- 
fall  (Seilbach)  ;  and  now  a  bird's-eye 
view  opens  out  into  the  vale  of  Haslif 
or  Meyringen,  which,  in  comparison 
with  the  narrow  glens  of  Grindelwald 
and  Lauterbrunnen,  deserves  the  name 
of  a  plain,  though  bounded  by  moun- 
tains high  and  steep. 

The  latter  part  of  the  descent  lead- 
ing into  it  is  steep  and  rugged,  and 
is  paved  with  smooth  and  slippery 
blocks  of  stone.  On  this  aocoant 
travellers  are  usually  invited  to  dis- 
mount, and  descend  on  foot.  The 
stream  oi  the  Reichenbach  performs 
this  descent  of  nearly  2000  ft.  in  a 
succession  of  leaps,  the  longest  of 
which  are  the  celebrated  Falls  of  the 
Beichenbach.  The  upper  fall  is  si- 
tuated at  a  short  distance  to  the  1. 
of  the  road,  near  the  village  called 


Zwlrghi.  A  small  fee  is  exacted  for 
the  liberty  to  cross  the  meadow  be- 
tween it  and  the  road,  and  a  hut 
called  Belvedere  is  built  beside  it. 
But  it  is  best  seen  from  a  rocky  head- 
land shooting  out  in  front  of  tne  bare 
amphitheatre  of  eliils  over  which  the 
cataract  dashes,  and  just  above  the 
struggling  torrent,  hurrying  down- 
wards after  its  fall.  A  little  lower  is 
another  but  inferior  fall;  and  by  a 
third,  still  lower,  the  stream  gains  the 
level  of  the  valley,  and  hastens  to 
join  its  waters  to  the  Aar.  The  lowest 
fall  is  very  near  to  the 

Beichenbach  Hotels  2^  hrs.  from  Ro- 
senlaui,  is,  when  not  overcrowded, 
a  comfortable  house,  making  up  40 
beds,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
near  the  hamlet  of  Willigegn,  and  is 
provided  with  hot  and  cold  baths. 
Table-d'hdte  3  iVs.,  bed  2  frs.,  break- 
fast 2  frs.  H.  des  Alpes,  also  very 
comfortable.  In  fact,  smce  the  Reich- 
enbach Hotel  has  been  built  and  fur- 
nishes horses  and  chars,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  going  to  Me3rrin^;en 
either  on  this  route  or  on  the  Grim- 
sel  route.  These  hotels  are  dis- 
tant about  \  m.,  by  a  footpath  and 
bridge  over  the  Aar,  from  the  village 
of 

Meyringen ^-(^Tnns:  Sauvage,  best; 
ask"  for  the  fish  called  **  Lotte";— Rei- 
chenbad ;  —  Alpes ;  —  Couronne) —  on 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Aar,  the  chief  place 
in  the  vale  of  Hasli,  is  an  excellent 
specimen  of  a  Swiss  vUlage  (2359  Prot. 
Inhab.).  The  nicturesoueness  of  its 
situation  is  much  praised.  Brockedon 
says,  *•  The  vale  of  Meyringen  concen- 
trates as  much  of  what  is  Alpine  in 
its  beauties  as  any  valley  in  Switaser- 
land."  Its  precipitous  and  wooded 
sides,  streaked  with  white  cascades 
almost  without  number,  and  here  and 
there  overtopped  by  some  snow-white 
peak,  are  inaeed  beautiful  features; 
yet  the  fiat  plain,  3  m.  broad,  half 
marsh  and  half  dry  gravel,  from  inun- 
dations of  the  river,  is  unpleasing 
from  many  points ;  and  as  a  dwelling- 
place  it  has  serious  drawbacks  from 
the  danger  to  which  it  is  exposed  of 
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Imng  swept  away  or  inandated,  if  not 
buried,  by  the  neighbouring  torrents. 
It  was  to  guard  against  such  accidents 
that  the  stone  dyke,  1000  ft.  long  and 
8  wide,  was  constructed ;  but  its  pro- 
tection has  not  been  altogether  effec- 
tual The  chief  cause  and  instrument 
of  all  the  mischief  is  the  Alpbach,  a 
mountain  torrent  pouring  down  from 
the  height  behind  the  vil&ge,  out  of  a 
narrow  gorg^  The  district  in  which 
it  rises,  and  through  which  it  takes 
its  course,  is  composed  of  the  rock 
known  to  geologists  as  the  lias  marL 
Being  yery  soft,  it  is  easily  disin- 
tegrated and  washed  away,  so  that 
the  torrent,  when  swollen  by  rain  or 
snow,  collects,  and  bears  along  with 
it  heaps  of  black  sand  and  rubbish, 
intermixed  with  uprooted  fir-trees, 
and  is  conyerted  almost  into  a  stream 
of  mud,  on  which  masses  of  rock 
float  like  corks.  A  torrent  of  such 
consistence  is  easUy  interrupted  in 
its  course  through  the  narrow  cre- 
yices  which  it  seems  to  haye  sawn 
for  itself  by  the  force  of  its  current : 
it  then  gathers  into  a  lake  behind 
the  obstacles  which  impede  it,  until 
it  is  increased  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  bear  •rerything  before  it,  and  to 
spread  desolation  oyer  the  yalley 
through  which  its  course  lies.  A 
catastrophe  of  this  sort,  in  1762, 
buried  a  lar^  part  of  the  tillage  of 
Meyringen,  in  one  hour,  20  ft  deep 
in  rubbish,  firom  which  it  has  hardly 
yet  emerged.  The  church  was  fiUea 
with  mua  and  nra^^l  to  the  height 
of  18  ft,  as  is  denoted  by  the  black 
line  painted  along  its  wsdls,  and  by 
the  debris  which  still  covers  many  of 
the  fields  and  gardens  around.  In 
1733  an  inundation  of  the  same  stream 
carried  away  many  houses. 

There  are  2  churches  here,  and  the 
Swiss  Goyemment  has  lately  giyen 
up  one  of  them  for  the  Engtish  ser- 
v&e.  The  Key.  B.  J.  May,  head 
master  of  the  Nottingham  Collegiate 
School,  has  made  himself  responsible 
for  the  expense  of  fitting  up  the  ch., 
and  solicits  subscriptions. 

Travellers  should  visit  the  Fall  of 
the  Alpbach  about  9  in  the  morning, 
on  account  of  the  triple  bow,  or  iris, 


formed  in  its  spray  when  the  sun 
shines  on  it  The  inner  iris  forms 
nearly  a  complete  circle,  and  the  outer 
ones  are  more  or  less  circular  as  iJie 
water  in  the  falls  is  abundant  or  not 
The  spot  whence  it  is  visible  is  within 
the  spray  from  the  cataract,  so  that 
those  who  would  enjoy  it  must  pre- 
pare for  a  wetting. 

On  a  rock  above  the  rillage  rise 
the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  JiesH:  it 
belonged  to  an  ancient  and  noble 
family,  to  whom  the  praise  is  riven  of 
never  tyrannizing  over  their  numble 
dependants.  The  men  of  Hasli  are 
celebrated  for  their  athletic  forms  and 
strength.  They  hold  <6chwingfeste, 
or  wrestling  matches,  every  year,  in 
July,  August,  and  September,  with 
their  neighbours  of  Unterwalden  and 
Grindelwald.  The  women,  again,  en- 
joy the  reputation  of  being  prettier,  or 
rather  less  plain,  than  those  of  most 
other  Swiss  valleys.  Their  holiday 
costume  is  peculiar  and  not  ungraceful, 
consisting  of  a  bodice  of  black  velvet 
reaching  up  to  the  throat,  starched 
sleeves,  a  yellow  petticoat,  and  a  round 
black  hat,  not  unlike  a  soup-plate,  and 
about  the  same  size,  stuck  on  one  side 
of  the  head,  and  allowing  the  hair  to 
fall  in  long  tresses  down  the  back. 


E.  Meyrifujen  to  Tnterlaken,  hy  Brienx 
and  the  Oieasbach  Falls, — Hothhom, 

H  hr.  drive  or  7  Eng.  m.  to  Brienz, 
and  thence  to  Interlaken  by  water. 
10  m.    Char  6  fr. 

There  is  an  excellent  char-road 
down  the  valley,  passing  numerous 
cascades  leaping  down  the  wall  of 
rock.  After  proceeding  for  about  4 
m.  along  the  L  bank  of  the  Aar,  it 
crosses  the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge, 
just  at  the  point  where  the  branch  of 
theBriinig  road  leading  to  Brienz  (Bte. 
19)  descends  into  the  valley.  The  Aar 
pursues  its  course  through  monotonous 
marsh  and  flat  meadow  land;  but  near 
its  influx  into  the  Lake  of  Brienz,  the 
form  of  the  mountains  on  its  1.  bank, 
above  which  towers  the  Faulhom,  is 
grand.    In  skirting  the  margin  of  the 
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lake,  the  road  crosses  vast  heaps  of 
debris,  covering  acres  of  land  once 
fertile.  A  torrent  of  mud,  in  1797, 
destroyed  a  considerable  part  of  two 
viUaGfCs  near  Kienholz ;  and  a  land- 
slip from  the  Brienzergrat,  the  moun- 
tain immediately  behind  Brienz,  over- 
whelmed, in  November,!  824,40  acres  of 
land,  and  swept  6  persons  into  the  lake. 
Brienz — Inns  :  JL*Ours,  good  ;  near 
the  landing-place ;  Weisses  Kreutz 
(Croix  Blanche),  clean,  at  Tracht  (both 
rather  dear).  There  is  also  an  hotel  at 
Kienholz,  the  Bellevue,  about  a  mile 
from  Brienz,  towards  Meyringen. 
Carriafi^es  may  be  hired  at  Brienz, 
over  the  Briipig  Pass  to  Lungern  : 
also  to  Meyrm^en  or  Reichenbach. 
The  landlord  of  1  Ours  is  an  intelligent 
man  who  speaks  German,  French, 
English,  and  Italian.  Brienz  is  a 
sm^  village  at  the  K  end  of  the  lake, 
on  a  narrow  ledge  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  remarkable  onXy  for  its 
beautiful  situation,  and  its  vicinity  to 
the  G  iessbach  Fall.  Ask  for  the  Lotte^ 
a  fish  of  the  lake  (gadus  mustela). 
This  is  a  good  place  for  buying 
carved  wood-ware.  From  Brienz  the 
traveller  may  ascend  the  RotJihom,  the 
highest  point  of  the  chain  running 
behind  (N.  of)  Brienz,  which  com- 
mands a  view  nearly  as  fine  as  the 
Faulhorn.  Its  top  may  be  reached 
in  about  4  hours  oy  a  stout  walker, 
in  5  by  a  horse,  and  in  6  by  a  chaise  a 
porteurs.  The  upward  path  lies  at  first 
through  a  region  of  fine  forest-trees, 
chiefly  beech,  but  including  many 
oaks :  to  these  succeed  larch,  and 
above  them  one-lhird  of  steep  ascent 
over  a  bare  and  barren  track.  On  the 
ascent,  fine  views  are  obtained  through 
vistas  in  the  forest  of  the  Lake  of 
Brienz.  On  the  top  a  chalet  was  built, 
but  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1846, 
and  is  not  rebuilt.  The  summit  is 
higher  than  the  Kigi,  and  not  so  high 
as  the  Faulhorn.  It  takes  2  or  3  hrs. 
to  descend.  The  chief  features  of 
the  view  are— S.  the  range  of  Ber- 
nese Alps,  with  a  foreground  of 
the  lake  of  Brienz  close  under  the 
mountain,  and  a  peep  of  the  lake  of 
Thun  in  the  gap  above  Interlaken. 
Besides  this,  the  vale  of  Meyringen, 


from  the  lake  of  Brienz  up  nearly  to 
the  Grimsel,  the  range  of  the  Titlis  and 
Sustenhom,  the  lake  of  Sarnen,  with 
a  smaU  lake  that  may  be  seen  in 
the  foreground,  a  considerable  part 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  the  Kigi 
rising  from  it,  and  a  bit  of  the  lake 
of  Zug,  are  visible.  Pilate  makes  a 
prominent  figure.  The  lake  of  Con- 
stance also  appears,  and  a  long  strip 
of  the  lake  of  KeuchateL  The  view 
of  the  high  Alps  from  the  Bothhom 
is  not  so  fine  as  that  from  the  Faul- 
horn, but  that  of  the  lower  country 
is  finer. 


Lake  of  Brienz, — Giesshach  Falls* 

A  small  Steamer  runs  daily,  in  1 
hr.,  between  Brienz  and  Interlaken, 
touching  at  the  G iessbach  every  trip. 
If  the  traveller  misses  the  steamer,  or 

E refers  a  row-boat,  it  takes  about  3 
rs.,  including  a  digression  to  G  iess- 
bach.   Boat,  10  fr.,  2  fr.  bonnemain. 

The  lake  of  Brienz  is  about  8  m. 
long ;  its  surface  is  1781  ft.  above  the 
sea  level ;  near  the  mouth  of  the 
G  iessbach,  500  ft.  deep,  b^  in  the 
deepest  part  2100  ft.  ?  Its  surface  is 
about  30  ft.  higher  than  the  lake  of 
Thun. 

There  «is  a  carriage-road,  much 
improved,  but  rough  in  parts,  between 
Interlaken  and  Brienz.  By  this  and 
the  new  road  of  the  Briinig  the  en- 
tire distance  from  Interlaken  to  the 
Lake  of  Lucerne  is  open  for  carri- 
ages. There  is  also  a  very  pretty 
foot-road  alon^  the  S.  side  of  the 
lake  by  the  Giessbach.  It  takes  25 
min.  to  row  from  Brienz  to  the  landing- 
place,  close  to  the  outlet  of  Vie  Giess- 
bach, where  travellers  begin  to  ascend 
the  very  steep  though  excellent  road, 
that  leads  in  20  min.  to  the  Falls. 
Thev  are  a  succession  of  cascades, 
leapmg  step  by  step  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain ;  and,  though  inferior 
in  height  to  the  Beichenbach,  surpass 
it  in  l^auty,  and  in  the  adjuncts  of  a 
rich  forest  of  fir,  through  the  midst 
of  which  they  break  their  way.  The 
Giessbach  is  one  of  the  prettiest  of 
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waterfalls :  there  is  nothing  wild 
about  it,  and  the  immediate  contact 
of  green  turfy  knolls  and  dark  woods 
has  the  effect  of  a  park  scene.  It  is 
possible  to  pass  behind  the  third  fall 
Dy  means  of  a  gallery  constructed 
beneath  the  shelving  rock,  from  which 
it  casts  itself  down ;  and  the  effect  of 
the  landscape  seen  athwart  this  cur- 
tain of  water  is  singular.  An  excel- 
lent Itotel,  making  up  about  100  beds, 
has  been  opened  close  to  the  Falls. 
It  affords  by  far  the  best  quarters 
in  the  Bernese  Oberland.  Paths 
have  been  cut  through  the  woods  to 
the  best  points  of  view;  and  the  Falls 
are  lighted  up  with  Bengal  lights 
every  night.  The  effect  is  very  beau- 
tiful, it  is  like  a  fairy  scene  at  an 
opera,  1  fr.  per  head  is  charged  in  the 
Hotel  bills,  on  account  of  it.  The 
cottage  opposite  the  Falls  was  for- 
merly inhabited  by  the  schoolmaster 
of  Brienz,  whose  fiunily  and  him- 
self were  celebrated  as  the  best 
choristers  of  native  airs  in  Switzer- 
land. Good  specimens  of  the  Swiss 
manufacture  of  carved  wood  may  be 
purchased  at  the  Giessbach. 

[There  is  a  path  from  the  Giess- 
bach to  the  top  of  the  Faulhoru,  a 
walk  of  nearly  5  hrs.,  and  difficult  to 
find.] 


ROUTE  26. 

PASSES  OP  THE  GRIMSEL  AND  FURCA — 
MEYRIN6EN  OR  REICH ENBACH  TO  UOS- 
PEHTHAL. 

Hours. 
Mejringen  or  Reichenbacb. 

Gnttanen 3^ 

Handek \k 

Orimeel  Hospice   ....  2 

Majenwuidlun    ....  If 

Furca 2* 

Realp 2 

Hospentiuil U 

A  good  char-road  has  been  carried 
past  Heichenbach  Baths  over  the  Eir- 


chet  to  Imhof,  beyond   which  is  a 
much -frequented  bridle-path^ 

This  is  an  important  line  of  com- 
munication to  the  tourist.  It  is 
striking  in  itself,  for  i£  passes  the 
falls  of  Handek,  and  the  glacier  of 
the  Rhone.  Many  and  most  interest- 
ing excursions  diverge  from  it. 

To  those  coming  from  Brienz  or 
down  the  Scheideok  (Rce.  25 1>),  Bei- 
chenbachis  the  best  starting  point,  and 
it  is  unnecessary  to  go  to  Meyringen. 
But  those  coming  across  the  Briinig 
or  from  Meyringen  cross  the  Aar  by 
a  wooden  bridge,  and  in  about  20  min« 
fall  into  the  Keichenbach  road. 

The  vale  of  Ilasli  now  contracts,  and 
in  about  2  m.  is  crossed  by  a  mound 
or  hill  near  800  ft.  high,  c^Ied  the 
Kirchet,  which  appears  at  one  time 
to  have  dammed  up  the  waters  of  the 
Aar.  At  present  they  force  their 
way  through  a  singularly  narrow 
rent,  which  cleaves  the  eminence 
from  top  to  bottom.  At  this  point 
is  a  remarkable  arched  cavern,  called 
the  Finster  Aar  Schlucht^  which  ex- 
tends by  a  precipitous  but  quite 
practicable  descent,  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Kirchet  to  the  Aar.  It 
is  a  fissure  in  the  limestone  rock 
through  which  water  has  formerly 
flowed;  and  from  the  great  size  of 
the  opening,  it  would  seem  that  a 
stream  as  large  as  the  Aar  must  at 
one  time  have  passed  through  it.  It 
may  be  seen  without  occasioning  the 
traveller  more  than  an  hour's  delay. 
There  is  a  sign-post  1.  of  the  road  to 
direct  him.  The  beautiful  scenery  at 
the  upper  mouth  of  the  cavern,  and  the 
savage  grandeur  of  the  perpendicular 
rocks,  as  the  path  emerges  upon  the 
margin  of  the  Aar,  will  amply  compen- 
sate the  labour  of  the  descent.  On  the 
Kirchet  are  erratic  blocks  of  granite  on 
the  limestone,  the  origin  of  which  has 
been  discussed  by  M.  Agassiz,  Prof. 
Bernard  Studer,  and  by  Prof.  Kamsay, 
(See  §  16).  The  path,  leaving  for  a 
short  time  the  river  on  the  1.  and 
the  char-road  on  the  rt,  mounts  the 
steep  eminence  of  the  Kirchet  in 
zigzags,  and  then  descends  into  the 
retired  ^reen  valley  of  Upper  Uasli, 
which    IS   in   the  form  of  a  basin. 
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•aiTounded  hy  hills,  and  was  once 
probably  a  lake.  [Two  valleys  open 
out  into  it;  on  the  S.  that  of  Urbach, 
on  the  R  that  of  Gadmen,  up  which 
runs  the  path  leading  bythe  pass  of 
the  Susten  (Rte.  32)  to  Wasen.  By 
taking  the  path  to  the  rt  on  descend- 
ing m>m  the  Kirchet,  a  detour  may 
be  made  into  the  Urbach  Thai,  the 
scenery  of  which  is  wild  and  striking. 
An  ill-traced  path  along  the  W.  slope 
of  the  valley  of  the  Aar  leads  from 
the  opening  of  the  Urbach  Thai  to 
Guttanen.!  On  the  L  lies  the  village 
Im-Grun<C  and,  crossing  the  Aar, 
another  viUage,  called  Im-Ifof,  situated 
between  it  and  the  Gadmen  river,  is 
passed ;— all  in  the  little  plain.  The 
char  road  here  ceases.  From  Ln-Hof 
{Tnn^  good  wine)  a  path  branches  off 
to  Engelberg  over  the  Joch  pass 
(Bte.  33).  Another  ravine  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  second  enlargement  of 
the  valley  called  Im-Boden.  Hieher 
up  is  '*  the  small  and  lonely  vUlage^'  of 

OuUanen — Inn^  fair.  The  best  place 
for  a  midday  halt  to  rest  the  mules  is 

Handeh  (^fnn,  clean  and  good).  It  is 
best  to  sleep  here  if  it  oe  late,  and 
there  be  a  chance  of  the  Hospice  being 
crowded.  About  1^  hour's  walk  be- 
yond Guttanen.  It  stands  close  to 
the  Falls  of  the  Aar^  perhaps  the  finest 
eataract  in  Switzerland,  from  its 
height  (more  than  200  ft),  the  quan- 
tity and  rush  of  water,  the  gloom  of 
the  fforge  into  which  it  precipitates 
itself  and  the  wild  character  of  the 
rocky  solitude  around  it  It  is  also 
remarkably  easy  of  access,  so  that  the 
traveller  may  form  a  full  estimate  of 
its  grandeur;  surveying  it>  first,  from 
below,  through  the  vista  of  black 
rocks  into  which  it  plunees,  and  after- 
wards from  above,  stretching  his  neck 
over  the  brow  of  the  precipice  from 
which  the  river  takes  its  leap,  and 
watchine  it  (if  his  nerves  be  steady) 
till  it  is  lost  in  the  spray  of  the  dark 
abyss  below. 

The  view  from  this  point,  not  more 
than  5  or  6  ft.  above  the  fall  which 
few  will  hesitate  to  call  the  best,  is 
exceedingly  impressive  and  stimulat- 
ing. So  pientiiul  is  the  rush  of  water 
that  it  reaches  more  than  halfway 


down  in  one  unbroken  glassy  sheet 
before  it  is  tossed  into  white  foam} 
and,  what  adds  to  its  beauty,  is,  that 
another  stream  (the  Erlenbach  of 
Handek),  pouring  in  from  the  right 
at  this  very  spot,  takes  precisely  the 
same  leap,  mineling  its  tributary  wa- 
ters midway  with  the  more  powerful 
column  of  the  Aar.  Between  10 
o'clock  and  1  the  iris  may  be  seen 
hovering  over  the  falL 

The  dark  forest  of  fir  through 
which  the  route  has  wound  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  now  dwindles  away 
into  a  few  dwarf  bushes,  and  disap- 
pears entirely  a  little  above  HandeK. 
To  them  succeed  the  scanty  vegeta- 
tion of  rank  grass,  rhododendron,  and 
lichen;  and  even  this  partial  covering 
disappears  prematurely,  in  some  places 
being  abraded  and  peeled  off.  There  is 
a  spot  about  2  m.  above  Handek,  called 
Bdse  Seite,  or  ffelleplatte,  where  the 
path  crosses  the  bed  of  an  ancient  ela- 
cier  which,  in  former  times  extending 
thus  far  down  the  valley,  has  ground 
smooth  and  polished,  by  its  weight  and 
friction,  the  surface  of  the  sloping 
and  convex  granite  rock,  leaving,  here 
and  there  upon  the  surface,  horizontal 
grooves  or  furrows,  which  may  be 
compared  to  the  scratches  made  by 
a  diamond  upon  glass.  This  polished 
rock  (roche  montonn^)  extends  for  a 
space  of  nearly  i  m.  Professor  Agas- 
sis has  here  left  his  autograph  in  the 
gpranite.  It  used  to  be  customary  and 
prudent  to  dismount  here,  and  cross 
this  bad  bit  of  road  on  foot,  since  the 
surface  of  the  rock,  though  chiselled 
into  grooves,  to  secure  a  footing  for  the 
horses,  was  very  slippery ;  but  a  secure 
path,  and  a  stout  post  and  rail  on  the 
side  of  the  abyss,  is  now  carried  over 
the  slippery  rock.  The  valley  of  the 
Aar,  up  which  the  narrow  path  is  car- 
ried, looks  stem  and  forbidding  from 
its  sterility,  and  the  threatening  cliffii 
of  granite  which  overhang  it.  The 
Aar  is  crossed  several  times  by  dizzy 
bridges  of  a  single  arch,  formed  of 
granite  slabs  without  a  parapet.  There 
is  but  one  human  habitation  between 
Handek  and  the  Hospice,  the  miserable 
chalet  of  the  Raterichsboden,  where 
the  ravine  expands  once  more  into 
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a  basin-ahaped  hollow,  probably  once 
a  lake  be(^  with  a  marshy  biottom, 
affording  scanty  herbage  for  a  few 
goats,  with  a  dismal  valley  leading 
to  the  mountain  Nagelis  Grattli  on 
the  left.  A  little  above  this  the  path 
quits  the  Aar,  which  rises  in  the 
Aar-glacier,  about  2  miles  higher  up 
on  the  rt.,  and  ascending  a  glen, 
strewed  with  shattered  rocks,  reaches 
The  Hospice  of  the  Grimsel  (a  large 
mountain  Inn)  was  originally  a  con- 
ventual estabUfihment,  and  after  the 
Reformation  was  supported  by  the 
neighbouring  communes,  in  order  to 
shelter  those  who  travel  fh>m  necessity, 
and  to  afford  a  gratuitous  aid  to  the 
poor.  It  is  now  daily  occupied  during 
the  summer  months  by  travellers  for 
pleasure,  sometimes  to  the  number  of 
200  at  once,  who  sit  down  at  a  table- 
d'hote  usually  about  7  o'clock  in  the 
evening :  the  fare  is  good,  the  bed- 
rooms very  small,  but  the  charges 
are  not  high.  It  is  often  so  full  in 
summer  that  those  who  arrive  late 
are  liable  to  fare  ill,  and  it  is  often 
impossible  to  secure  single -bedded 
rooms.  It  is  a  massy  building  of 
rough  masonry,  designed  to  resist  a 
weight  of  snow,  and  with  few  windows 
to  fl^mit  the  cold.  It  contains  50  beds, 
in  cells  divided  by  thin  partitions, 
and  affords  good  fare,  better  far  than 
might  be  expected  in  a  spot  more 
than  6000  ft.  above  the  sea,  ana  removed 
by  many  miles  from  any  other  human 
dwelling.  The  establishment  includes 
a  man  cook,  a  washerwoman,  and  a 
cobbler,  and  they  have  clothes  to  lend 
to  drenched  travellers  whil^  their  own 
are  drying.  It  is  occupied  by  the 
innkeeper  who  rents  it  from  March 
to  November.  One  servant  passes 
the  winter  in  the  house,  with  a  suffi- 
cient provision  to  last  out  the  time 
of  his  banishment,  and  two  dogs,  to 
detect  the  approach  of  wanderers,  for 
even  in  the  depth  of  winter  the  hos- 
pice is  resorted  to  by  traders  from 
Hasli  and  the  Valais,  who  exchange 
the  cheese  of  the  one  valley  for  the 
wine  and  spirits  of  the  other.  Its 
situation  is  as  dreary  as  can  be  con- 
ceived, in  a  rocky  hollow,  about  700 
ft.  below  the  summit  of  the  pass,  sur- 


rounded  by  barren  slopes  and  steep 
precipices.  The  rocks  around  are 
bare  and  broken,  scarcely  varied  by 
patches  of  snow,  which  never  meft 
even  in  summer,  and  by  strips  of 
grass  and  green  moss,  which  shoot  up 
between  the  crevices,  and  are  eagerly 
browsed  by  a  flock  of  1 50  goats.  A 
considerable  supply  of  peat  is  dug 
from  a  bog  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
door.  In  the  bottom  of  this  naked 
basin,  close  to  the  house,  is  a  black 
tarn,  or  lake.  Althou|;h  entirely  co- 
vered with  deep  snow  in  winter,  it  is 
rarely  frozen,  as  it  is  supplied  from  a 
warm  spring.  Beyond  it  lies  a  small 
pasturage,  capable  of  supporting  for  u 
month  or  two  the  cows  oelong^ng  to 
the  Hospice,  and  the  servants  cross 
the  lake  twice  a-day,  in  a  boat,  to 
milk  them.  It  is  a  landscape  worthy 
of  Spitsbergen  or  Nuova  Zembla. 
This  wilderness  is  the  haunt  of  the 
marmot,  whose  shrill  whistle  fre- 
quently breaks  the  solitude  ;  and  the 
chamois,  become  rare  of  late,  still 
frequents  the  neighbouring  glaciers  ; 
both  animals  contribute  at  times  to 
replenish  the  larder  of  the  Hospice. 

On  the  22nd  March,  18.;8,  the 
Hospice  was  overwhelmed  and  crushed 
by  an  avalanche,  which  broke  through 
the  roof  and  floor,  and  fllled  all  the 
rooms  but  that  occupied  by  the  ser- 
vant, who  succeeded  with  difficulty  in 
working  his  own  way  through  the 
snow,  fUong  with  his  dog,  and  reached 
Meyringen  in  safety.  The  evening 
before,  the  man  had  heard  a  myste- 
rious sound,  known  to  the  peasants 
of  the  Alps  and  believed  by  them  to 
be  the  warning  of  some  disaster  :  it 
appeared  so  like  a  human  voice  that 
the  man  supposed  it  might  be  seme 
one  in  distress,  and  went  out  with  his 
dog  to  search,  but  was  stopped  by 
the  snow.  The  next  morning  the 
sound  was  again  heard,  and  then  came 
the  crash  of  the  falling  avalanche. 
The  Hospice  has  been  rebuilt  and 
enlarged  since  a  fire  caused,  1852,  by 
an  incendiary  (the  landlord,  an  old 
man  62  years  of  age,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  renewal  of  his  lease,  which  ran 
out  1853).  His  crime  was  discovered, 
owing  to  a  change  of  wind,  before  the 
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building  was  destroyed,  and  the  crimi- 
nal tri^,  and  sentenced  to  20  years' 
imprisonment. 

*'In  Angust,  1799,  the  Qrimsel  be- 
came the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable skirmishes  in  the  campaign. 
The  Austrians  were  encamped  upon 
the  Grimsel  with  the  view  of  pre- 
Tenting  the  French  from  penetrating 
into  the  Valley  of  the  Rhone  by  means 
of  that  pass.  They  had  possession  of 
the  whole  declivity  fVom  the  sununit 
of  the  pass  to  the  Hospice,  and  also 
of  the  platform  on  which  the  Hospice 
stands.  Their  force  consisted  of  rather 
less  than  1500  men.  The  French 
troops  under  General  Gudin,  con- 
sisting of  about  3600  men,  were  posted 
in  the  Oberhasli  valley  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Guttanen.  The  Aus- 
trian commander.  Colonel  Strauch, 
naturaUjT  relied  upon  the  strength  of 
his  position,  which  had  not  only  the 
advantage  of  a  great  declivity,  but  of 
the  numerous  narrow  fissures  in  the 
rocks,  which  might  be  defended  by  a 
few  men,  protected  by  the  upright 
masses  of  granite,  against  a  large 
army.  The  French  General  also  con- 
sidered the  position  to  be  impregnable 
to  an  attack  in  front,  and  was  there- 
fore placed  in  a  situation  of  gpreat 
anxiety  by  receiving  positive  orders 
from  Massena,  who  had  then  the  chief 
command  of  the  French  armv  in 
Switzerland,  to  force  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel  on  the  14th  of  August 
Fahner,  the  landlord  of  the  Inn  at 
Guttanen,  then  undertook  for  a  re- 
ward to  guide  the  French  over  a 
mountain  called  Nageli's  Griitli  to 
the  summit  of  the  Grimsel  at  a 
higher  level  than  the  Austrian  posi- 
tion. 

"  The  next  morning  early  Gudin 
confided  about  400  men  to  the  guid- 
ance of  Fahner  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
he  sent  a  small  detachment  over  and 
round  the  Sidelhorn,  who  were  also 
to  descend  from  the  higher  parts  of 
that  mountain  upon  the  Grimsel,  and 
there  meet  the  party  guided  by  Fahner 
over  the  mountain  on  the  opposite 
side.  Gudin  himself  advanced  with 
the  main  body  of  his  troops  up  the 
Oberhasli  valley  to  the  platform  on 


which  the  Hospice  now  stands,  and 
attacked  the  Austrian  position  in  front 
— with  the  characteristic  impetuosity 
of  French  soldiers.  The  Austrisn 
commander  was  convinced  that  the 
attack  could  not  succeed  in  this  direc- 
tion, but  drew  down  the  g^reater  part 
of  his  force  from  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  in  order  to  repel  it  with  ef- 
fect, and  some  sharp  fighting  ensued. 
Suddenly  the  Austrians  were  alarmed 
by  firing  on  the  heights  to  their  rear  : 
and  its  continuance,  together  with  the 
appearance  of  French  soldiers  in  that 
direction,  convinced  them  that  an  im- 
portant attack  was  commenced  in  a 
quarter  from  which  they  least  ex- 
pected it.  The  appearance  of  the 
enemy  in  their  rear,  with  numbers  as 
unknown  as  the  means  by  which  they 
came  there,  induced  the  Austrians  to 
waver  ;  and  the  impetuous  advance  of 
Gudin  produced  a  panic  which  ended 
in  a  disorderly  flignt  up  the  Grimsel 
in  the  direction  of  Obergesteln,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Rhone.  On  the  summit 
of  the  Grimsel,  however,  they  again 
met  with  the  enemy ;  for  by  this  time 
the  troops  despatched  by  Gudin  over 
the  Sidelnom  had  nearly  reached  their 
destination,  and  had  almost  effected 
their  junction  with  the  party  led  by 
Fahner;  so  that  the  two  ends  of 
the  formidable  serpent  were  nearly 
brought  together  just  as  the  fiying 
Austrians  had  reached  the  top  of  the 
pass.  The  soldiers,  finding  them- 
selvea  surrounded,  are  said  to  have 
beaten  their  sabres  and  muskets  to 
pieces  upon  the  granite  rocks  ;  and 
this  tradition  is  countenanced  by  the 
fact  that  fragments  of  arms,  evidently 
broken  by  violence,  are  still  occa- 
sionally found  at  this  very  spot.  The 
number  of  the  killed  is  supposed  not 
to  have  exceeded  150,  of  which  the 
French  composed  not  more  than  a  fifth 
part.  The  wounded  Austrians  were 
necessarily  left  to  their  fitte,  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  such  of  their  companions 
as  escaped  to  remove  them,  and  the 
French  troops  passing  directly  over 
into  the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The  land- 
lord at  the  Hospice  found  a  decayed 
musket  lyiug  by  a  skeleton  under  a 
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Tock,  at  some  distance  from  the  scene 
of  the  skirmish.'* 

The  source  of  the  Aar  lies  in  two 
enormoos  glaciers,  the  Ober  and  Unter' 
Aar-OMschery  to  the  W.  of  the  Ho- 
spice. The  Unter- Aar  glacier  is  the 
beat  worth  visiting,  ana  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  ice  may  be  reached 
in  1^  hr.  ^m  the  Hospice.  It  is 
remarkable  for  the  evenness  of  the 
surface  of  ice  and  the  rareness  of 
crevasses  on  its  surface.  It  is  about 
14  m.  long,  and  fh)m  1  to  2  broad. 
At  about  7  m.  from  its  lower  end  the 

5 lacier  divides  into  two  branches, 
'he  rt.  branch  to  the  traveller  ascend- 
ing the  glacier  is  the  LcnUer  Acur 
Glacier;  the  1.  branch,  the  Fmster  Aar 
Glacier.  The  two  are  separated  by  a 
steep  rocky  promontory  called  Im 
Ahtchxcung^  which  forms  the  base  of  a 
huge  ridge,  whose  other  extremity 
immediately  above  Qrindelwald  is 
called  the  Mettenberg.  The  highest 
summit  of  this  ridge  seen  by  the 
traveller  ascending  the  glacier  is  the 
formidable  peak  of  the  Schreckhom. 
On  the  apposite  or  S.  side  of  the 
Finster  Aar  Glacier  is  the  still  more 
imposing  summit  of  the  Finster  Aar 
Horn,  the  highest  of  the  Bernese  Alps. 
Owing  to  its  great  dimensions,  and 
the  ease  with  which  it  may  be  tra- 
versed in  most  directions,  the  Unter 
Aar  Glacier  has  lone  attracted  those 
who  wished  to  study  thoroughly  the  sin- 
fi^ular  phenomena  of  glaciers.  In  1 827 
Hugi  erected  a  rude  hut  on  the  glacier 
near  the  foot  of  the  Abschwung.  In 
1840  the  remains  of  this  hut  were 
found  by  Agassis  to  have  advanced 
about  4600  ft.  In  the  foUowinp;  year 
M.  Agassiz  and  a  party  of  scientific 
friends  established  themselves  in  an 
equally  nide  shelter,  on  the  medial 
moraine  of  the  glacier,  which- they 
styled  the  Hotel  des  Keuch&telois. 
riere  they  continued  during  several 
successive  seasons  to  carry  on  obser- 
vations, which  are  recorded  in  the 
works  of  M.  Agassiz.  A  more  secure 
and  convenient  dwelling  was  finally 
provided  by  M.  DoUfuss-Ausset  of 
Mnlhouse.  It  is  a  substantial  hut  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  glacier,  called  the 
Pavilion. 


A  Panorama  of  the  Grimsel  and 
the  neighbouring  peaks  and  glaciers 
may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
Stdelhorrij  a  mountain  on  the  rt.  of  the 
path  leading  to  Brieg  and  the  Furca; 
Its  summit  may  be  reached  in  3  hours 
from  the  Hospice  *,  and  from  the 
Todten  See  Hotel  the  trip  is  still 
shorter.  It  is  9500  ft.  above  the  sea- 
leveL  The  ascent  is  not  very  difficult, 
and  the  view  magnificent.  It  is  pos- 
sible to  descend  from  the  summit  of 
the  Sidelhom  to  the  Ober- Aar  glacier, 
and  thence  by  very  rough  ground 
to  the  lower  end  of  the  Unter-Aar 
glacier. 

Dill  of  Berne  has  engraved  the 
Panorama  of  the  Sidelhorn. 


Grvmael  to  ffospenthal  by  the  Furca. 

About  7i  hrs.  =  say  19  Eng.  m.  It 
is  6J  hrs.  walk,  except  when  snow 
lies  thick,  when  it  may  take  8. 
The  bridle-path  is  by  no  means  dan- 
p;erous,  and  not  very  diflicult,  except- 
ing the  part  between  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  and  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone 
called  Mayenwandi  which  it  is  better 
to  cross  on  foot  than  on  horseback. 
Guide  not  necessary  in  fine  weather, 
except  to  show  the  path  in  one  or 
two  places. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel  (75:50  ft.  above  the  sea,  70O 
ft.  above  the  Hospice)  is  2  m.  from 
the  Hospice;  a  steep  path,  marked 
by  tall  poles  to  guide  the  wayfarer, 
leads  up  to  it  On  the  crest  lies 
another  small  lake,  called  Todten  See, 
or  Lake  of  the  Dead,  from  the  corpses 
of  French  and  Austrian  soldiers,  who 
were  killed  there  in  1799  being  thrown 
into  it  by  way  of  burial.  The  sterility 
of  the  surrounding  scene  gives  addi-' 
tional  appropriateness  to  the  name. 
An  Inn  nas  oeen  built  here  (exactly 
7000  ft.).  There  is  a  little-known 
pass  from  this  point  to  the  Gadmen- 
thal  (Rte.  27  6).  Along  the  crest  of  the 
mountain  runs  the  boundary  between 
Berne  and  the  Valais,  and  just  below 
it  the  path  divides,  that  on  the  rt. 
going  to  Ober-Gestlcn  (Rte.  28). 
F  2 
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The  pedestrian  without  a  guide  should 
be  careful  which  path  he  takes.  The 
Obergestlen  path  leaves  the  lake  on 
the  1.,  the  Furca  path  leaves  it  on  the  | 
rt.  If  he  follows  tne  latter  he  will  soon 
see  the  glacier  of  the  Rhone  below 
him  as  a  guide. 

From  the  gloomy  little  Lake  of  the 
Dead,  skirting  along  the  brink  of 
a  precipitous  slope,  it  descends  very 
rapidly.  This  portion  of  the  way  is  the 
worst  of  the  whole,  being  very  steep, 
slippery,  and  muddy.  However,  it 
soon  brings  the  traveller  in  sight  of  j 
the  Glacier,  though  at  a  considerable 
depth  below  him.  On  attaining  the 
bottom  of  the  Mayeuwand,  he  wiS  find 
a  really  good  hotel  (H.  du  Glacier 
du  Khone),  kept  by  Seiler  of  Zermatt, 
a  good  centre  between  Furca,  Grimsel, 
and  ^ggischhorn.  [By  keeping  to  the 
L  on  the  descent  the  pedestrian  with 
a  guide  may  avoid  part  of  the  Mayen- 
wand,  and,  crossing  the  glacier,  he 
will  fall  into  the  path  to  the  Furca,] 

About  ^m.  above  the  Inn  the  Rhone 
issues  out  to  day  at  the  foot  of  the 

Hhone  Glacier,  one  of  the  grandest 
in  Switzerland,  fit  cradle  for  so  mighty 
a  stream.  It  fills  the  head  of  the 
valley  from  side  to  side,  and  appears 
piled  up  against  the  shoulder  of  the 
Gallenstock,  whose  tall  peak  over- 
hangs it.  The  source  of  the  Rhone, 
in  a  cavern  of  ice,  is  about  5400  fL 
above  the  sea.  If  you  pursue  a 
track  up  the  W.  side,  or  rt  bank 
of  the  glacier,  you  come  suddenly 
upon  a  very  fine  waterfall,  rushing 
forth  from  the  glacier,  and  dashing 
without  a  break  into  an  icy  cavern 
about  150  ft.  below,  sending  forth 
clouds  of  freezing  spray.  This  large 
body  of  water,  after  forming  a  pas- 
sage for  itself  under  the  glacier,  issues 
forth  from  the  cavern  at  its  foot. 

The  heights  above  the  sea,  in  Eng. 
ft.,  of  the  lihone  at  various  points  in 
its  course  are  as  follows; — At  foot  of 
glacier,  5750;  at  Brieg,  2o02;  at  Sion, 
1G30;  at  Lake  of  Geneva,  1230;  at 
Fortde  I'Ecluse,  1066;  at  Seyssel,  80?. 

The  path  leading  to  the  Furca, 
which  will  soon  be  made  a  char^road, 
ascends  along  the  E.  side  of  the  vast 
basin,  having  the  glacier  on  the  L 


for  a  considerable  distance.  From 
this  point  the  best  view  is  obtained  of 
this  magnificent  sea  of  ice,  and  a  cor- 
rect idea  may  be  formed  of  its  ex- 
tent and  thickness  as  the  traveller 
passes  within  stone's  throw  of  its 
yawning  crevices.  The  path  then 
leaves  the  glacier  to  mount  upwards 
through  a  valley  of  green  pastures  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass,  or  Fork, 
between'  two  mountain  peaks,  from 
which  it  receives  its  name.  There 
are  numerous  tracks,  but  they  all 
lead  to  the  Furca.  From  this  point, 
8150  ft  above  the  sea,  near  the  Cross 
which  marks  the  boundary  of  the 
cantons  of  the  Valais  and  of  Uri, 
there  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Ber- 
nese Chain,  the  Finster-Aar-Hom 
being  pre-eminent  among  its  peaks. 
The  top  of  the  Furca  is  never  alto- 
gether free  from  snow :  there  is  no 
plain  or  level  surface  on  iL  On  the 
Furca  is  a  good  Inn,  comfortably  fur- 
nished, wim  25  beds.  [It  serves  as 
convenient  quarters  for  those  who 
would  enjoy  the  view  from  the  Furca 
Horn  (1  hr.  above  the  inn)  at  sunset 
or  sunrise.  A  more  difficult  enter- 
prise, fit  only  for  practised  mountain- 
eers, is  the  ascent  of  the  Galenstock 
(about  11,900  Eng.  ft.),  which  has 
been  lately  achieved  more  than  once 
by  travellers  starting  from  the  Furca 
Inn.]  The  descent  commences  as 
soon  as  the  crest  is  crossed,  over  the 
Sidli  Alp,  which  is  covered  with  pas- 
tures, but  monotonous  and  uninte- 
resting in  its  scenery,  and  destitute 
of  trees.  The  traveller  must  pick  his 
way,  88  he  best  may,  among  a  multi- 
tude of  deep  holes  cut  by  the  feet  of 
mules  and  cattle  to 

Realp  {fnn:  H.  des  Alpes).  Here 
the  Capuchin  monks  have  a  small 
chapel  and  hospice,  and  receive  tra- 
vellers. It  is  about  4  m.  of  level  walk- 
ing hence  to 

Hospenthal,  on  the  St.  Gothard  (Rte. 
34)  {Inns:  Meverhof,  a  large  hotel, 
carriages,  saddle-horses,  and  guides 
to  be  toxmd  there;  Golden  Lion,  civil 
landlord),  or  2^  m.  farther  to  Ander- 
matt  (Rte.  34). 

The  road  from  the  Rhone  Glacier 
to  Ober-Gesteln  in  Route  28. 
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ROUTE  27. 

PASSES  LEADING  TO  OR  FROM  THE 
GRIM8KL. 

Besides  the  mule-paths  leading  over 
the  Grimsel  there  are  several  passes 
in  different  directions,  suited  only  to 
those  who  are  in  good  condition  for 
walking,  and  well  accustomed  to  ice. 


a. — STRAHLBCIC — GRINDBLWALD  TO 
GRIMSEL. 

A  difficult  pass,  suited  only  to  skil- 
ful mountaineers.  In  fine  weather  it 
is  free  from  danger.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  grand  and  striking  in  the  Alps, 
and  is  now  not  uncommonly  performed. 
The  time  required  will  depend  alto- 
gether on  the  state  of  the  snow,  and 
may  vary  from  13  to  16  hrs.,  allow- 
ing for  a  short  halt  at  the  summit. 
It  is  perhaps  most  frequently  taken 
from  tne  Grindelwald  side,  but  those 
who  know  it  well  recommend  the 
opposite  course;  the  ascent  from  the 
Grimsel  is  less  considerable,  and  the 
views  are  on  the  whole  finer.  The 
hard  day's  work  may  be  broken  by 
sleeping  in  the  highest  chalets  at  the 
foot  of  the  Vieacherhorner,  3  easy 
hrs.  from  Grindelwald;  or  at  the  Pa- 
vilion by  the  Aar  Glacier,  if  the 
traveller  attacks  the  pass  from  the 
Grimsel  side. 

The  path,  on  leaving  Grindelwald, 
ascends  rapidly  on  the  L  hand  of  the 
lower  glacier,  and  is  practicable  for 
horses  for  about  }  hour;  it  then 
becomes  a  footpath  overhanging  the 
glacier.  After  descending  a  ladder 
clamped  against  the  face  of  a  cliff 


(Rte.  25c),  the  now  shrunken  glacier 
is  reached  and  followed;  or,  if  de- 
sired, a  path  on  the  cliff  side 
may  be  pursued  for  some  distance. 
The  ascent  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
glacier  is  now  commenced.  Then 
some  very  steep  rocks  have  to  be 
climbed.  Soon  afterwards  the  glacier  is 
again  reached,  and  all  path  terminates. 
From  this  point  the  view  of  the 
Schreckhom,  which  rises  immediately 
over  you  on  the  left,  is  truly  magpii- 
ficent.  Continuing  along  the  glacier 
(which  is  here  without  crevasses, 
but  difficult  to  walk  on,  on  account 
of  its  steep  slope  from  the  left),  and 
passing  immeaiat«ly  below  two  la- 
teral glaciers,  which  almost  overhang 
^ou,  a  nearly  precipitous  wall  of  snow 
IS  reached,  forming  the  end  of  the  val- 
ley. At  this  point  you  turn  to  the  left, 
and,  ascending  the  glacier  a  few  hun- 
dred feet,  reach  a  shady  ridge  of  rocks 
rising  very  steeply,  and  at  right  angles 
to  the  former  route.  This  is  ascended 
for  about  1^  hr.,  when  a  platform  of 
snow  is  reached,  across  which,  after 
another  short  but  steep  ascent,  the 
summit  is  gained  in  i  an  hour.    , 

The  summit  of  the  Strahleck  is,  in- 
deed, the  perfection  of  wild  scenery. 
Vegetation  there  is  none,  save  a  few 
of  the  smallest  gentianellas.  The 
height  is  about  10,500  English  ft.,  and 
it  lies  in  the  very  centre  of  the  highest 
group  of  the  Oberland  Alps,  being, 
m  fact,  the  ridge  which  connects  the 
Schreckhom  with  the  range  of  the 
Finster  Aarhom. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  to- 
wards the  Aar  Glacier  by  the  well- 
known  ice-wall  of  the  Strahleck  forms 
the  principal  difficulty  of  this  expedi- 
tion. In  certain  states  of  the  snow, 
nervousness  or  rashness  on  the  part 
of  any  single  traveller  might  endanger 
the  lives  of  an  entire  party ;  but  when 
the  proper  precautions  are  taken  there 
is  no  real  risk.  Just  below  the  steepest 
part  a  wide  crevasse  or  herqschnmd 
must  be  passed,  but  this  is  generally 
pretty  well  bridged  over  with  snow; 
the  slope  soon  b^omes  less  steep,  and 
before  long  the  travellers  may  safely 
run  or  slide  down  to  the  nere  of  the 
Finster  Aar  Glacier  (Rte.  26).    From 
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the  foot  of  the  paasa|^,the  Abschwung, 
where  Professor  Agassii*8  hut  was 
situated,  maj  be  reached  in  1^  hour: 
thence  to  the  hospice  of  the  Grimsel 
will  take  a  g^ood  walker  3  hours,  two 
of  them  on  the  ice 

The  demands  of  the  glides  at  Grin* 
delwald  for  this  pass  should  not  be 
submitted  to.  On  one  occasion  they 
asked  180  fr.  and  took  30  fr. 

This  pass  has  been  two  or  three 
times  crossed  by  English  ladies  with 
the  assistance  of  numerous  glides  and 
porters. 


h. — QADHENTHAL  TO  GRIMSEL. 

Though  this  is  a  very  beautiful  ex> 
cursion,  it  has  been  but  seldom  tra- 
versed, and  has  not  as  yet  received  a 
name. 

It  is  in  no  sense  a  short-cut,  as  the 
detour  by  the  valley  of  Ilasli  may  be 
made  in  much  less  time,  but  in  fine 
weather  it  is  an  interesting  excursion 
for  practised  mountaineers.  From 
Miimestalden,  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  valley  of  Gadmen  (Arnold  Kehrli, 
of  Miihlethal,  is  a  good  guide),  a  nar- 
row gorge  opens  to  the  S.,  down  which 
flows  the  stream  from  the  Trift  gla- 
cier. The  glacier  is  reached  in  2^ 
hrs.,  and  about  \  hr.  farther  a 
chalet,  called  Chrdggi,  is  seen  on  side 
of  the  glacier.  A  night's  rest  on  clean 
hay  may  there  be  obtained,  and  it  is 
the  point  from  whence  the  Steinhwis- 
hom  (10,303  fL),  the  highest  moun- 
tain immediately  overlooking  the  val- 
ley of  Hasli,  may  most  easily  be  as- 
cended. The  view  is  said  to  be  very 
fine.  From  Grai  g'  it  is  easy  to  reach 
Guttanen,  by  the  ridge  of  the  Furt- 
vxtng  and  the  Steinhatta  Alp,  but  moun- 
taineers will  prefer  to  traverse  the 
great  snow  wastes  which  lie  between 
the  ridfi:e  of  the  Steinhaushorn,  on  the 
W.,  and  the  still  higher  range  of  the 
Sustenhom  and  Galenstock,  on  the 
E.  For  nearly  an  hour  from  Graggi 
the  glacier  presents  no  difficulty;  it 
then  rises  steeply  in  shattered  masses. 


and  it  is  necessary  to  clirab  some 
steep,  but  not  very  difficult,  rocks. 
In  another  hour  the  upper  plateau,  a 
wide-spreading  snow-neid,  is  reached. 
Two  hrs.  of  enidual  ascent  lead  to  the 
summit  of  the  flattened  ridge  which 
separates  the  Trift  from  the  Rhone 

f  lacier,  about  10,000  Eng.  ft.  in  height, 
'rom  this  point  the  view  of  the  Ga- 
lenstock, a  pyramid  of  rock,  probably 
inaccessible  on  this  side,  is  very  fine. 
The  ridge  to  the  L,  between  the  Ga- 
lenstock and  Sustenhom,  overlooks 
the  wild  valley  of  Goschenen,  a  tri- 
butary of  the  Reuss.  Time  permit- 
ting, it  would  be  worth  a  traveller's 
trouble  to  gain  that  ridge.  In  de- 
scending the  uppermost  part  of  the 
Rhone  glacier  it  is  advisaole  to  keep 
to  the  L,  and  then  cross  the  glacier 
diagonally.  There  are  many  con- 
cealed crevasses.  The  most  direct 
course  to  the  Grimsel  leads  over 
much  rough  ground  by  a  small  lake 
called  **  Im  Saas;*'  but  it  is  more  easy 
to  make  a  slight  circuit  by  the  Todten 
See.  Time  required  about  12  hrs. 
With  good  guides  a  traveller  might 
strike  to  the  1.  from  the  upper  plateau 
of  the  Rhone  glacier,  along  the  slopes 
of  the  Galenstock,  and  reach  the 
Furca  Inn  at  night. 


C— OBEBAARJOCH — GRIMSEL  TO  THE 
.£GOISCHHORN. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
passes  in  Switzerland.  It  is  a  hard 
day's  work,  and  the  descent  of  the 
Viescher  glacier  is  very  difficult,  but 
the  grandeur  of  its  scenery  will  well 
repay  any  traveller  who  may  explore 
it  m  fine  weather. 

It  is  advisable  to  start  before  day- 
light from  the  Grimsel.  As  IHr  as 
the  foot  of  the  Unteraar  glacier  the 
route  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Strah- 
leek  pass:  here  it  ascends  to  the 
ch&lets  at  the  foot  of  the  Oberaar 
glacier.  This  is  almost  as  easily 
traversed  as  the  lower  glacier  (27  a), 
bat  the  ascent  to  the  Col  (which  pre- 


Switzerland, 
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sents  no  difficulty  worth  mentioning) 
is  rather  more  rapid.  The  summit  of 
the  pass  is  reached  in  about  5^  hrs. 
The  Viesch  glacier  is  very  much  cut 
up  by  wide  crevasses  throughout 
nearly  its  entire  length,  but  the  worst 
part  may  be  avoided  by  a  circuit  over 
the  rocks  on  the  rt.  bank.  After  de- 
scending for  about  2  hrs.  from  the 
Joch,  the  glacier  becomes  quite  im- 
practicable, and  it  is  necessary  to 
scramble  down  some  steep  and  drip- 
ping rocks,  which  form,  m  fact,  the 
lower  slopes  of  the  Viescherhorner. 
Beware  ox  descending  too  low  at  the 
foot  of  the  glacier;  near  the  ch&lets 
of  Stock,  an  ascent  (of  no  difficulty) 
is  required  to  reach  the  level  of  tne 
hotel  on  the  j£ggischhom  (Rte.  28). 
This  is  far  preferable  to  the  long 
and  fatiguing  descent  that  is  neces- 
sary to  reach  Viesch. 


d, — GTITUSEL  TO  MEYRINQEN,  OVER  THE 
LAOTERAAB  AND  OAULI  QLACIEBS. 

'*We  set  out  from  the  hospice  of 
the  Grimsel  a  little  after  5  a.m.  For 
some  distance  the  route  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  Strahleck,  but,  instead  of 
turning  to  the  1.  up  the  Finsteraar 
glacier,  it  inclines  to  the  rt.  along 
the  Lauteraar  to  near  its  head,  where 
the  ridge  of  the  Lauteraarsattel  runs 
across  from  the  Schreckhorn  to  the 
mountain  marked  in  Keller's  map 
Berglistock,  but  called  by  Anderegg, 
Schneehom.  Here  we  turned  to  our 
rt.  and  commenced  the  ascent  of  the 
steep  ridge  of  rock  which,  running 
from  the  last-named  mountain,  forms 
the  boundary  between  the  Lauteraar 
and  Gauli  glaciers.  After  having 
reached  about  half  its  height,  we 
turned  again  to  our  rt.  for  some  dis- 
tance, parallel  to  the  Lauteraar  gla- 
cier, till  we  came  to  where  the  passage 
of  the  ridge  is  to  be  made.  The  ascent 
is  up  rock  and  loose  shingle  to  the 
summit,  which  is  very  narrow.  On 
the  northern  side  the  descent  is  down 
an  extremely  steep  slope  of  hard  frozen 
snow,  which  occupied  nearly  1  h.  be- 


fore we  reached  the  Gauli  glacier, 
down  which  we  slid,  and  before  3 
o'clock  were  off  the  ice.  The  route 
then  is  down  the  Urbach  Thai,  and  in 
parts  is  very  steep.  At  Hof  we  struck 
in  upon  the  road  to  Me^ringen,  and 
reached  that  town  a  Uttle  after  6 
o'clock,  having  been  13  hrs.,  including 
stoppages,  in  coming  by  this  pass  from 
the  Grimsel;  5^  hrs.  were  upon  the 
ice."— 2?.  R 

[From  the  head  of  the  Lauteraar 
glacier  it  is  possible  to  reach  Rosen- 
uiui,  instead  of  descending  to  Mey- 
ringen.  An  accoimt  of  the  passage 
is  given  in  Desor's  *  Excursions  et 
Sejours  dans  les  Alpes.'  It  appears  to 
be  a  very  difficult  expedition,  and 
should  be  undertaken  only  in  the 
finest  weather,  and  with  experienced 
guides.] 


ROUTE  28. 

QRIMSEL  TO  BRIKO,  BT  0BRRGE8TELEN 
—THE  iSXSOISCHRORN. 

On  reaching  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  Pass  (Rte.  26)  the  path  leads 
to  the  rt.,  whilst  the  Rhone  Glacier 
and  Furca  path  goes  to  the  L  It  is. 
a  walk  of  2  j  hrs.  from  the  Grimsel  to 
Ober-Gestelen;  but  the  new  char-road 
makes  a  detour  by  the  glacier  and 
source  of  the  Rhone  (Rte.  26).  Below 
the  glacier,  the  Rhone  plunges  through 
a  magnificent  gorge  hefore  reaching 
Oberwald. 

In  all  the  villages  along  the  road 
horses  and  chars  may  be  had. 

06m«i«.— The  descent  of  the  Upper 
Yalais  from  Oberwald  to  Brieg,  a  ois- 
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tance  of  8  hrs.  (about  27  m.),  is  tame 
and  uninterestine  for  the  first  part  of 
the  way,  below  which,  especially  about 
Viesch,  its  scenery  is  singularly  beau- 
tiful. The  peak  of  the  Weisstiorn  is 
a  noble  object  as  far  as  Viesch,  and, 
though  40  m.  off,  seems  to  block  up 
the  valley.  Looking  up,  the  Gal- 
lenstock  appears  in  view  with  like 
grandeur.  The  road  runs  along  the 
rt  bank  of  the  Rhone.  [From  Ober- 
wald  a  path  diverges  over  the  col  of  the 
Gerenhorn  to  the  Niifenen.] 

IJ  m.  Ober-Gestelen  (Fr.,  Haut  ChatU- 
lon)  (/n»,  Cheval  Blanc  ;  clean  and 
civil),  the  highest  village  butone(Ober- 
wald  being  the  highest)  in  the  Upper 
Valais,  4360  ft.  above  the  sea-level. 
It  is  situated  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
llhone,  about  8  m.  below  its  source  in 
the  glacier.  It  is  the  depot  for  the 
cheese  transported  out  of  canton  Berne 
into  Italy,  and  is  a  place  of  some 
traffic,  as  it  lies  at  the  junction  of  the 
4  bridle-roads  over  the  Grimsel,Furca, 
NUfenen,  and  Gries  (Rte.  62). 

In  1720,  84  men  wero  killed  here 
by  an  avalanche,  and  lie  buried  in 
one  g^ave  in  the  churchyard. 

1^  m.  Uliichen.  [Opposite  this  the 
valley  of  Egincn  opens  out  —  up  it 
runs  the  path  leading  over  the  Gries 
and  the  ITufenen  (Ute.  63).]  The 
Upper  Valais  (Ober-Wallis)  is  very 
populous,  and  numerous  unimportant 
villages  are  passed  in  rapid  succession. 
One  of  the  largest  is 

2^  m.  Munsier,  containing  about  400 
Inhab.,  and  a  good  fnn.  La  Croix  d*Or, 
in  full  view  of  the  peak  of  the  Weiss- 
horn,  a  neighbour  of  Mon  te  Kosa.  The 
landlord's  nephew,  Antonio  Guntren, 
is  a  trustwortny  guide,  well  acquainted 
with  the  Gries  pass.  18  fr.  for  horse 
and  carriage  to  Brieg;  20  fr.  to  Visp. 
From  Miinster  the  ascent  of  the 
Ix}ffelhom  (10,268  Eng.  ft)  may  be 
made  in  about  4  hrs.  The  view  of 
the  Finsteraar  Horn  is  said  to  be  sin- 
gularly fine,  but  in  other  respects  the 
position  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the 
^Eggischhom.  The  natives  of  the 
Upper  Valais  are  a  distinct  and 
apparently  superior  race  to  those  of 
the  Lower.    The  language  is  German. 


The  Romans  never  penetrated  into  the 
higher  part  of  the  Rhone  valley. 

If  m.  Rechxngen^  a  handsome  ch. 

4  m.  Nlederwald  (Tnn\  fountain  of 
excellent  water  by  roadside. 

4  m.  Viesch  (a  very  fair  country  Tnn^ 
du  Glacier)  lies  at  the  entrance  of  a 
side  valley,  blocked  up  at  its  upper  ex- 
tremity by  the  Viescn  glacier,  above 
which  rise  the  peaks  called  Viescher- 
Horner.  There  exists  a  tradition  that  a 
path  once  led  up  this  valley  to  Grindel  • 
wald :  it  is  now  entirely  stopped  b^ 
the  glacier,  and  this  circumstance  is 
supposed  to  prove  a  great  increase  of 
the  mass  of  ice. 


J[The  jH^fjgischhom. — Scarcely  known 
to  travellers  before  1854,  this  has 
become  one  of  the  head-quarters  of 
members  of  the  Alpine  Club,  and 
other  lovers  of  high  Alpine  scenery. 
It  owes  this  rapid  rise  in  part  to  its 
admirable  position,  and  partly  to  the 
excellent  accommodation  found  at  the 
new  Inn,  first  opened  in  1856,  which 
certainly  affords  more  of  comfort  and 
convenience  than  are  to  be  obtained 
elsewhere  at  an  equal  height  and 
under  similar  natural  difficulties.  The 
vast  snow-fields  which  cover  the  south- 
ern flanks  of  the  higher  Bernese  Alps 
send  down  two  great  glaciers  to- 
wards the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The 
lesser  of  these,  the  Viesch  glacier, 
has  been  already  referred  to  (Rte. 
27  c).  The  greater  of  them,  the 
Atetsch  glacier — the  most  considerable 
ice-river  in  the  Alps,  or  perhaps  in 
the  world  —  originates  in  the  vast 
basin  which  is  enclosed  by  the  peaks 
of  the  Aletschhom,  the  Jungfrau,  the 
Monch.  the  Trugberg,  and  the  Wal- 
liser  Viescherhorner.  Its  length,  from 
the  Miinch  Sattel  to  the  source  of  the 
Massa  at  its  base,  is  fully  20  m.,  with 
a  breadth  varying  from  1  to  nearly  4 
m.;  and  by  its  extent  and  the  uni- 
formity of  its  slope,  it  far  better  de- 
serves the  name  of  a  Mer  de  Glace,  or 
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Eis  Meer^  than  any  other  glacier  in 
the  Alps. 

From  the  Monch  Sattel,  between 
the  Monch  and  the  Jungfrau,  the 
main  stream  of  the  glacier  preseryes 
for  12  or  13  m.  a  nearly  straight 
course,  a  little  E.  of  S.,  until  it  abuts 
against  a  steep  pyramidal  mountain, 
wnich  lies  exactly  in  the  course  of  the 
ice-stream.  By  this  it  is  deflected  to 
the  rt.,  or  S.W.;  its  slope  becomes 
somewhat  more  rapid,  and  its  bed 
narrower,  till  it  finally  disappears 
from  sight  in  a  deep  ravine,  from 
whence  issues  the  torrent  of  the 
Massa.  The  mountain  which  thus 
turns  aside  the  flow  of  the  Aletsch 
glacier  is  the  ^ggischhom.  Its  sum- 
mit (9656  Eng.  n.)  commands  a  full 
Tiew  of  the  entire  course  of  the  gla- 
cier, and  of  the  grand  range  of  peaks 
which  surround  it,  in  itself  an  unsur- 
passed combination  of  grand  natural 
objects;  but  besides  these  the  pano- 
rama which  it  presents  in  clear 
weather  includes  nearly  or  quite  all 
the  highest  summits  of  the  Alps. 
Taken  in  the  order  in  which  they 
present  themselves,  we  have  Mont 
Blanc,  with  his  attendant  aiguilles; 
the  Grand  Combin,  or  Graffeneire; 
the  Weisshom,  Matterhom,  Dom, 
Monte  Rosa,  Laqninhom,  Weissmies, 
Monte  Leone;  the  range  extending 
from  thence  to  the  St  Gothard;  the 
distant  Todi,  seen  beyond  the  Furka 
pass;  the  Galenstock,  Oberaarhom, 
and  Finsteraarhom,  succeeded  by  the 
g^up  already  enumerated.  There  is 
probably  no  other  spot  at  all  easy  of 
access  m>m  which  all  these  summits 
are  visible  at  the  same  moment. 
Among  other  objects  of  interest  the 
Viesch  glacier,  which  is  rather  an 
ice-cataract  than  an  ice-river  (Rte. 
27  c),  should  not  be  overlooked.  It 
presents  a  striking  contrast  with  the 
tranquil  and  scarcely  ruffled  flow  of 
the  great  Aletsch  glacier. 

Looking  downwards  some  2000  ft 
below  the  summit,  another  remark- 
able and  almost  unique  object  is  seen, 
which,  however,  requires  a  nearer 
visit  in  order  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
Immediately  N.  of  the  ^ggischhom 
the  ridge  separating  the  ^etsch  and 


Yiesch  glaciers  is  depressed  into  a 
flat  plateau,  2  or  3  m.  in  length,  and 
nearly  ^  m.  wide.  On  one  side  the 
Aletsch  glacier  rises  above  the  level 
of  the  plateau  in  steep  clifTs  of  ice, 
forming  a  barrier  which  prevents 
the  outflow  of  water  on  that  side. 
Hence  the  waters  which  accumulate 
in  summer,  from  the  drainage  of  the 
surrounding  mountains,  form  a  small 
lake  called  the  Marjelen  See,  upon 
whose  ice-cold  surface  the  blocks  of 
ice  that  fall  away  from  the  cliffs  float 
as  miniature  icebergs.  The  ice-cliffs 
rise  about  50  ft  above  the  water,  and 
are  grounded  in  30  ft.  below  water.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  lake  from  unduly 

a  channel  has  been  dug,  by  which  the 
surplus  waters  escape  m  the  opposite 
direction,  and  join  the  torrent  from 
the  Viesch  glacier.  From  time  to 
time  the  onward  movement  of  the 
Aletsch  glacier  opens  some  sub-gla- 
cial channel,  by  which  a  great  part  of 
the  waters  escape  beneath  the  ice, 
leaving  a  whole  fleet  of  icebergs 
stranded  on  the  shores  of  the  lake. 

HoteL  On  the  S.E.  slope  of  the 
-^Eggischhom  fat  about  7000  ft.). 
M.  Wellig,  an  enterprising  native  of 
the  Valais,  has  opened  an  hotel, 
which,  considering  the  difficulties 
that  have  had  to  he  overcome  to  se- 
cure the  most  ordinary  supplies,  must 
be  pronounced  excellent.  The  host 
is  extremely  obliging  and  attentive, 
and  has  a  fair  knowledge  of  cookery, 
and  the  charges  are  reasonable.  Some 
good  wine  is  kept  in  the  cellar.  About 
40  beds  are  made  up;  and  as  the 
house  is  sometimes  quite  full,  a 
numerous  party  should  write  before- 
hand to  secure  rooms. 

There  are  4  ways  of  reaching  the 
iSggischom. — 1,  from  Viesch,  2  hrs.; 
2,  from  Lax,  2\  hrs.;  3,  from  Morill, 
by  the  Rieder  Alp,  Si  hrs.;  4,  from 
the  Bel  Alp,  4i  hrs.  The  first  3  can 
be  made  on  horseback  the  whole  way, 
but  the  easiest  is  from  Viesch.  A 
good  horse-track  has  now  been  con- 
structed as  far  as  the  hotel.  For 
nearly  an  hour  the  path  mounts  by 
zigzags  through  a  pme-forest,  whose 
shade  affords  protection  from  the 
t  3 
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sometimes  oppressive  heat  of  the  sun. 
The  track  is  intersected  by  slides, 
which  serve  for  the  small  sledges, 
in  which  cheeses,  hay,  &c,,  are  con- 
veyed from  the  upper  pastures  to  the 
village  of  Viesch.  Above  the  forest 
the  path  mounts  by  gentle  slopes 
over  pastures.  The  views  are  not 
very  striking,  but  a  little  to  the  1. 
of  the  path  there  is  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  grand  ranges  which  circle 
round  Saas  and  Zermatt,  the  most 
conspicuous  and  beautiful  object  being 
the  exquisitely-pointed  pyramid  of 
the  Dom,  the  highest  summit  of  the 
Soas  Grat  (Bte.  122).  The  path 
winds  round  the  eastern  slopes  of 
the  ^ggischhom,  and  in  2  hrs.  from 
Viesch  the  traveller  reaches  the  hotel. 
Many  excursions  may  be  made 
from  the  iBggischhorn. 

a.  The  first  object  of  attraction  is, 
of  course,  the  view  from  the  sumniit 
of  the  mountain.  1^  hr.  easy  walk. 
This  should  be  seen  not  once  only, 
but  several  times,  in  order  to  enjoy 
it  under  different  conditions  of 
colouring  and  illumination.  The 
path  to  the  summit  has  been  greatly 
improved  by  the  care  of  M.  Wellig, 
but  the  upper  part  is  steep  and 
slippery,  and  the  top,  formed  of 
huge  shattered  blocks,  with  rifts  be- 
tween, affords  but  awkward  footing. 
Unpractised  mountaineers  should  take 
a  guide,  especially  after  fresh  snow, 
and  not  disdain  his  proffered  hand,  as 
slight  but  disagreeable  accidents  often 
occur. 

6.  The  next  object  of  attraction  is 
the  Maijelen  See,  2  hrs.  easy  walk,  a 
mule-path  is  in  progress,  already  de- 
scribed. A  boat  is  to  be  put  upon  its 
waters.  This  excursion  is  generaUv 
combined  with  a  visit  to  the  Aletscn 
glacier,  which  is  easy  of  access,  and 
in  great  part  free  from  dangerous 
crevasses.  It  is  only  after  walking 
some  miles  upon  its  surface  that  a  true 
impression  can  be  formed  of  the  vast 
extent  of  this  sea  of  ioe. 

c.  A  rather  longer  excursion  may 
be  made  by  travellers  bound  for 
Brieg,  by  reaching  the  Aletsch  gla- 


cier, either  from  the  Miinelen  See, 
or  descending  to  it  from  the  summit 
of  the  mountan  (a  steep  slope,  re- 

Suiring  caution);  then  following  the 
ownward  slope  of  the  glacier  for  o 
or  4  m.,  till  opposite  to  a  slight  de- 
pression in  the  ridge  on  its  L  bank. 
This  is  reached  without  difficulty,  and 
from  thence  the  descent  to  Moril,  on 
the  high  road  from  Viesch  to  Brieg, 
by  grassy  slopes,  steep,  but  not  diffi- 
cult, and  by  occasional  rocks,  is  a  very 
agreeable  walk.  There  is  a  cluUet 
inn  on  the  Rieder  Alp^  where  refresh- 
ments may  be  had  on  the  way  down. 

d,  A  much  more  considerable  expe- 
dition is  to  reach  the  Monch  Sattel,  or 
depression  separating  the  Monch  from 
the  Jungfrau.  Bopes,  veils,  and  dark 
spectacles  should  be  taken,  but  there 
is  no  serious  difficulty  to  be  encoun- 
tered. The  distance  is  considerable, 
and  the  walk  to  and  fro,  especially  if 
there  be  much  fresh  snow,  is  a  fa- 
tiguing one.  The  contrast  afforded 
by  the  view  from  the  summit  of  the 
Col,  looking  over  the  Bernese  Ober- 
land  and  the  plain  of  Switzerland, 
after  having  been  so  long  confined  to 
the  Polar  scenery  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  glacier,  is  said  to  De  very 
striking.  It  appears  that  there  is  no 
possibility  of  descending  the  preci- 
pices which  on  the  farther  side  ^ace 
the  Wen^m  Alp,  but  2  different 
passages  m  this  direction,  from  the 
Aletsch  glacier  to  the  Bernese  Ober- 
land,  have  been  accomplished  by 
English  travellers.  The  first  of  these 
was  effacted  in  August,  1858,  by  the 
Bev.  C.  Hudson,  Mr.  Birkbeck,  and 
Mr.  Joad,  with  2  excellent  guides, 
Melchior  Anderegg  and  Victor  Tair- 
raz,  of  GhamounL  They  ascended 
the  Aletsch  glacier  nearly  to  the  base 
of  the  Monch,  and,  following  the 
branch  which  separates  the  Monch 
from  the  Trugberg,  passed  the  night 
on  the  snow,  under  a  tent,  at  a  height 
of  about  11,500  ft.  above  the  sea. 
From  this  point  they  soon  reached  on 
the  following  morning  the  sammit  of 
the  ridge  connecting  the  Monch  with 
the  range  called  the  Viescher  Grat. 
From  thence  the  descent  to  the  lower 
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glacier  of  Grindelwald  is  a  work  of  con- 
siderable diffictUty  and  some  danger. 
The  difficulties  would  probably  be 
lass  serious  if  the  uass  were  made 
from  the  Qrlndelwald  side,  but  it  can- 
not be  recommended  to  ordinary  tra- 
vellers. The  second,  and  still  more 
difficult  passage,  was  accomplished 
in  1859,  by  the  Be  v.  Leslie  Steohen 
and  Mr.  Mathews,  with  Ulrich 
lAuener  and  2  Chamouni  guides. 
They  ascended  from  the  Wengem 
Alp,  between  the  Eiser  and  the 
Miinch,  and  reached  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  connecting  those  peaks,  after 
580  steps  had  been  cut  in  one  ice-slope 
by  the  first-named  guide.  They  were 
forced  to  pass  the  night  on  the  upper 
Aletsch  glacier,  and  reached  the  hotel 
on  the  ^ggischhom  the  next  day. 

The  JEiggiachhom  has  been  the 
starting-pomt  firom  whence  the  3 
highest  summits  of  the  Oberland 
group  hftYe  been  attained.  The  Fin- 
steraarhorn  (14,039  £ng.  ft.)  was 
first  ABoended  in  1841,  by  Herr  Sol- 

Sr,  of  Basle,  with  a  guide  named 
^nn,  of  Meyriagen.  1  lie  next  suc- 
cessful ascent,  of  which  an  account 
is  gi?en  in  'Peaks,  Passes,  and 
Qlaoiers,'  was  effected  in  1857,  by 
the  Rev.  J.  P.  Hardy,  Messrs.  Ken- 
nedy, Ellis,  St  John  Mathews,  and 
W.  Mathews,  all  of  the  UniTcrsity  of 
Cambridge,  with  5  guides.  Several 
successful  ascents  have  been  since 
made.  The  Aletschhom  was  for  the 
first  time  aso^ided  by  Mr.  P.  P. 
Tuokett,  with  (3?)  guides,  in  1859. 
Only  of  late  it  has  been  Imown  that 
this  peak,  which  ia  not  visible  from 
the  Bernese  Oberland,  being  wholly 
situated  in  the  Yalais,  is  the  2nd 
in  height  of  the  Alps  of  Central 
SwitserUnd  (13,803  Eng.  ft).  The 
history  of  the  suocessfuf  attempts  to 
reach  the  summit  of  the  Jungfrau  has 
been  already  referred  to  (Rte.  25  c). 


[Travellers  who  have  already  seen 
the  Pass  of  the  Simplon  may  reach 
Domo  d'Ossola  bv  the  Binnen  Thai 
and  Crodo,  in  the  Yal  Antigorio 
(Bte.  61).    Those  proceeding  to  bion. 


or  the  Baths  of  Leuk,  may  take  a 
route  over  the  Aletsch  and  Lotsch 
glaciers,  a  day's  journey  over  ice  and 
snow,  but  not  presenting  any  serious 
difficulty  (Rte.  60). 

Ordinary  travellers  will  prefer  to 
return  to  the  high  road  at  Viesch.  j 
And  thence  proceed  to 

1^  m.  Laax  (Croix  Blanche,  good). 

6  m.  MnriU  {Inn:  Venals). 

The  stream  of  the  Massa,  issuing 
from  the  Aletsch  Glacier,  here  joins 
the  Rhone.  The  volume  of  its  waters 
is  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
glacier  stream  in  the  Alps. 

Bel  Alp.  A  good  and  very  popular 
Inn  has  been  built  on  the  Bel  Alp 
(formerly  called  the  Lusf  en  A1p\  one 
of  the  S.  spurs  of  the  Aletscnhom, 
and  but  a  short  distance  above  the 
Aletsch  Glacier.  There  is  a  pleasant 
walk  to  it,  often  traversed  by  ladies 
in  4^  hrs.  (of  which  ^  hr.  is  across  the 
Aletsch  Glacier),  from  the  ^ggisch- 
hom  Hotel.  It  passes  by  the  Ch&let 
Inn  on  the  Rieder  Alp.  The  Bel  Alp 
is  also  reached  in  3^  nrs.  from  Brieg 
by  a  bridle-path  ascending  from 
Naters.  Excursion  from  the  Bel 
Alp  to  the  Sparrehom  (otherwise  the 
Belhom\  3  hrs.  up:  horses  go  two- 
thirds  or  the  way.  View  magnificent, 
like  that  from  the  ^ggischhom. 

4  m.  Naters,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
lies  in  a  beautiful  situation  and  in  a 
milder  climate,  where  the  chestnut 
begins  to  flourish.  Above  it  rises  the 
rumed  castle  of  Auf  der  Pltlh,  or 
Supersax. 

A  wooden  bridge  leads  across  the 
Rhone  to  the  great  high  road  at 

1  m.  Brieg  (Inn,  Post),  at  the  foot  of 
the  Simplon  (Rte.  59). 


108 


ROUTE  31. — 8TANZ  TO  ENGELBERa. 


Sect.  I. 


ROUTE  31. 

8TANZ  TO  ENOELBEBO.   ENOELBERG  TO 
ALTORF,  BT  THE  SURENEN  PASS.  THE 


A  walk  of  1 2^  to  13  hrs.  The  best 
plan  is  to  sleep  at  Engelberg  and  cross 
the  pass  next  day. 

There  is  a  good  char-road  from 
Stanz  (Rte.  1 9)  to  Engelberg  (4^  hours' 
walk;  car,  1  horse,  12  fr.;  ditto  2,  20 
fr.);  thence  to  Altorf,  across  the  pass, 
a  horse- path. 

The  road  fi*om  Statu  to  Engelberg 
follows  the  course  of  the  Aa  up- 
wards, gradually  ascending,  and  pass- 
ing Wolfenschiess  with  its  ruined 
castle,  and  Grafenort,  where  there  is 
a  small  inn.  Beyond  this  the  valley 
contracts.  The  road  is  carried  up  a 
steep  ascent  nearly  6  m.  long,  tra- 
versing thick  Wooos,  amidst  scenery 
of  the  nighest  sublimity.  In  the  midst 
of  it,  in  the  depth  of  the  valley,  lie 
the  village  and  Abbey  of  Engelberg — 
(liins :  Hotel  and  Pension,  Muller, 
good,  clean,  and  moderate,  whey  cure; 
Engel)— 3220  ft,  above  the  sea.  It  is 
hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  lofty  moun- 
tains topped  with  snow,  and  based  by 
precipices  from  which,  in  winter  time 
and  in  spring,  numerous  avalanches 
are  precipitated.  At  their  base,  upon  a 
verdant  slope,  contrasting  agreeably 
with  rock  and  snow,  the  Benedictine 
Abbey  rises  conspicuous  among  the 
ordinary  habitations  of  the  vulage. 
It  was  founded  in  1120,  and  received 
from  Pope  Calixtus  II.  the  name  of 
Mons  Angelortim^  from  a  tradition  that 
the  site  of  the  building  was  fixed  by 
angels — 

*<  Wlio^  Muthentie  lay, 
Snnf^  from  that  heftvenlyirround,  in  middle  air, 
Made  known  th«*  spot  where  Piety  should  raise 
A  holy  structure  to  ih' Almighty's  praise." 
WordtvcmrOi, 

Having  been  three  times  destroyed  by 
fire,,  the  existing  edifice  is  not  older 
than  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 
**  The  architecture  is  plain  and  unim- 
pressive, but  the  situation  is  worthy  of 


the  honours  which  the  imagination  of 
the  mountaineers  has  conferred  upon 
it."  The  convent  is  independent  of  any 
bishop  or  sovereign  but  the  Pope  him- 
self, or  his  legate  :  its  revenues,  once 
more  considerable,  were  seriously  di- 
minished by  the  French,  but  it  still 
possesses  valuable  alpine  pastures,  and 
the  cheeses  produced  on  them  are 
stored  in  an  adjacent  warehouse  and 
cellars.  It  contains,  at  present,  only 
19  brothers:  it  has  a  large  Church 
and  a  Library  of  some  value,  rich  in 
Swiss  early  printed  books  and  illu- 
minated MSS.  ;  the  roof  of  the  apart- 
ment in  which  it  is  placed  has  been 
cracked  by  an  earthquake.  Travel- 
lers are  received  and  entertained  in  the 
convent — those  of  the  poorer  classes 
gratuitously. 

The  Titlis^  the  chief  of  the  monn- 
tains  which  overhang  tiiis  romantic 
solitude,  rises  on  the  S.  of  the  con- 
vent to  a  height  of  7000  ft  above 
the  valley,  and  10,690  ft  above  the 
sea-leveL  Its  principal  peak  is  fre- 
quently ascended,  but  more  easily 
from  the  inn  in  the  Engstlen-Thal 
(Rte.  33)  than  from  Engelberg.  The 
first  hour  from  Engelberg  can  be 
accomplished  on  horses,  after  which 
thbre  IS  a  sharp  ascent  for  an  hour 
through  woods;  the  path  then  con- 
tinues over  pastures  which  gradually 
become  rocks  mixed  with  patches  of 
snow,  and  the  last  hour  is  over  a 
snowy  ridge.  The  ascent  occupies  6 
or  7  hours.  It  is  covered  with  a  cap 
of  snow  or  neve,  from  which  numerous 
avalanches  fall  in  spring. 

The  view  is  superb.  The  Susten- 
hom,  Galenstock,  Thierberge,  Fins- 
teraarhom,  Schreckhomer,  and  all  the 
mountains  of  the  Oberland  are  seen 
to  perfection.  The  position  of  the 
mountain  is  so  favourable  that  the  eye 
wanders  over  an  almost  countless 
number  of  peaks  and  glaciers. 

The  Passes  of  the  Storegg  and  of  the 
Jauchii  (Rte.  19)  lead  by  the  Melch- 
thal  to  Surenen  in  5  and  6  hrs.  respec- 
tively. 

The  Pass  of  the  Joch  (see  Rte.  33) 
leads  from  Engelberg  to  Meyringen 
in  10  hrs. 


Switzerland.      route  31. — ^the  surenen.     32. — ^the  susten. 
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From  Engelberg  to  Altorf,  by  the 
Pass  of  the  Surenen,  is  a  walk  of  8 
hrs.  When  there  is  fresh  snow  on 
the  pass  9  or  10  hrs.  should  be  al- 
lowed. When  ladies  are  of  the  party 
it  is  better  taken  from  En^lberg  than 
from  Altorf,  as  it  is  difficult  to  hire 
good  mountain  horses  at  the  latter 
place.  The  footpath  reaches,  after 
about  3m.,  the  dairy  belonging  to  the 
oonyent,  called  Herrenreuti,  where 
good  cheese  is  made  :  50  cows  are 
attached  to  it ;  the  pastures  are  re- 
freshed by  more  than  20  springs 
rising  upon  them.  From  the  steep 
sides  or  the  Hahnenberg,  on  the 
N.E.,  a  beautiful  waterfoU  bursts 
forth,  called  Datschbach.  The  path 
now  winds  round  the  base  of  a  pro- 
jecting mountain,  beyond  which  the 
valley  makes  a  bend  in  a  N.B.  direc- 
tion, and,  following  the  course  of  the 
Aa  torrent  for  about  6  m.,  crosses  it, 
and  then  turns  nearly  due  E.  The 
Stierenbach,  the  principal  feeder  of 
the  Aa,  is  now  seen  descending  in 
a  pretty  cascade  into  the  deep  abyss. 
Half  an  hour's  walk  below  the  summit 
stand  a  few  chalets,  and  beyond  them 
the  traveller  has  generally  to  traverse 
patches  of  snow,  to  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  or  Surenen  Eck,  a  narrow  ridge 
7548  ft  above  the  sea,  not  more  than 
5  ffc.  wide,  between  the  Blakenstock 
on  the  1.  and  the  Geissberg  on  the  rt. 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  ascent 
the  Titlis  shines  forth  an  object  of  the 
greatest  magnificence,  and  a  long  line 
of.  peaks  and  glaciers  extends  from  it 
uninterruptedly  to  the  Surenen.  An- 
other view  now  opens  out  on  the  oppo- 
site side  into  the  valley  of  Sch'acnen, 
bounded  in  the  extreme  distance  by 
the  snowy  top  of  the  Glamisch  in 
canton  Glarus.  On  the  side  of  the 
Surenen,  lying  within  the  limits  of 
canton  Uri,  the  surface  of  snow  to 
be  crossed  is  often  greater,  and  the 
descent  is  steeper.  Traversing  the 
snow,  and  a  desolate  tract  covered 
with  broken  rocks  beyond,  the  chalets 
of  Waldnacht  are  passed;  and  then, 
by  the  gorge  of  Boghy,  the  path  is 
conducted  into  the  valley  of  the  Reuss, 
forking  off  on  the  rt.  to  Erstfeld,  for 
those  who  wish  to  ascend   the    St. 


Gothard~and  on  the  1.  to  Attinghau- 
sen,  for  those  who  are  bound  to  Altorf. 

In  1799  a  division  of  the  French 
army,  under  Lecourbe,  crossed  this 
pass  with  cannon  to  attack  the  Aus- 
trians  in  the  valley  of  the  Keuss,  but 
were  soon  driven  back  the  same  way 
by  the  impetuous  descent  of  Suwar- 
row  from  tlie  St.  Gothard. 

il/^or/(Rte.  34). 


ROUTE  32. 

PASS  OF  THE  SUSTEN,  FPOM  MEYPJXGE2? 
OR  REICH KNHACII  TO  WASEN, 

12^  hrs.  11  hrs.'  fast  walking. 

In  1811,  when  the  Yalais  was 
added  by  Napoleon  to  the  French 
empire,  a  char-road  was  constructed 
from  Meyringen  to  Stein,  and  on  the 
side  of  canton  Uri  from  Wasen  to 
Femingen,  to  enable  the  inhabitants 
of  canton  Berne  to  convey  their  pro- 
duce into  Italy  through  the  Swiss  ter- 
ritory. It  has  fallen  out  of  repair 
in  many  places,  and  can  only  be  re- 
garded as  a  bridle-path.  It  is  a  fine 
pass  ;  the  Gadmenthal  being  very 
grand,  in  parts  somewhat  like  the 
Trosachs,  on  a  grander  scale.  Charge 
for  a  horse  30  fr.,  for  a  guide  10  fr.; 
but,  as  the  pass  is  much  frequented,  no 
guide  is  required  in  clear  weather.  It 
enables  a  stout  pedestrian  to  proceed 
in  one  long  day  from  Meyringen  to 
Wasen,  on  the  St.  Gothard,  but  the 
distance  is  almost  too  much,  and  it  is 
usual  to  stop  for  the  nipht  at  Stein. 
The  word  Sust  means  toll  or  custom- 
house, whence  the  name. 

The  route  of  the  Grimsel  is  followed 
from  Meyringen  as  far  as  Im  Hof 
(Rte.  26),  where,  quitting  the  side  of 
the  Aar,  the  path  follows  the  course  of 
the  Gadmen,  ascending  the  vallev 
called,  at  its  lower  extremity,  Muhli- 
thal,  and  higher  up  Nessel-thal/  Here 
the  narrow  Trift-thal  opens  from  the 
S.,  with  fine  glimpses  of  the  Triften- 
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stock  and  gletscher,  up  which  lies  a 
glacier  pass  to  the  Grimsel  (Bte.  27  6). 
Beyond  this  the  valley  is  named  Gad- 
menthal. 

The  road  passes  through  a  fine 
g^ve  of  venerable  sycamores,  above 
which  the  Titlis  rises  superbly,  before 
you  reach  in  4^  hrs. 

G admen.  {Inn:  Bear,  shaded  by 
sycamores,  clean  and  tolerable.)  This 
village  of  550  Inhab.  is  3750  fL  above 
the  sea-level,  and  is  composed  of  3 
distinct  groups  of  houses,  £ck,  Am- 
buhl,  and  Obermatt,  f  mile  higher 
up.  The  char-road  was  not  carried 
further  than  the  chalets  of  Steinen, 
and  a  portion  of  it  was  destroyed  a 
few  years  ago  by  the  sudden  ad- 
vance of  the  glacier  of  Steinen,  which 
30  years  ago  was  more  than  a  mile 
distant  from  it,  descending  from  a  val- 
ley on  the  S.  The  appearance  of  the 
glacier  is  remarkable,  as  it  assimies  a 
fan  shape  at  its  termination.  At  the 
foot  of  the  Steinen  glacier  is  a  clean 
little  Inn,  7  hrs.  are  required  from 
Meyringen  to  Stein,  5^  descending  to 
Meyringen.  From  hence  the  ascent 
of  the  Sustenhom  may  be  effected  in 
6  hrs.  The  height  is  11,580  £ng.  ft 
Prom  the  inn  at  Stein  a  steep  ascent 
of  1|  hour  brings  the  traveller  to 

The  top  of  the  Susten  Pass,  7446  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  view  is  very  fine  j  the  serrated 
ridges,  and  the  many  pointed  peaks 
of  the  mountains  bounding  the  May- 
enthal,  through  which  the  descent 
lies,  especially  arrest  the  attention. 
There  is  always  some  snow  on  the 
E.  declivity  of  the  pass.  The  first 
ch&lets  are  met  with  on  the  Hunds- 
alp.  The  stream  of  the  Maven-Beuss, 
issuing  out  of  the  Susten  glacier  (rt), 
under  the  Susten  Horn,  is  crossed 
several  times,  until  at  the  Hauser- 
briicke,  a  considerable  distance  below 
Fernigen,  the  unfinished  char-road 
again  commences.  Near  Fernigen  the 
deeply  engulfed  and  foaming  Gurez- 
mittlerbach  is  crossed.  Lower  down 
is  the  village  of  Mayen,  or  Meyen,  3 
hrs.  descending  from  the  top  of  the  pass, 
where  there  is  an  Inn,  not  so  good  as 
those  at  Gadmen  or  Stein.  Most  of  the 
houses  in  this  valley  are  protected 


from  the  descending  avalanches  by  a 
stone  dyke,  or  well-propped  palisade 
of  wood  raised  on  the  hilUside  behind 
them,  to  turn  away  the  falling  snow 
from  Uieir  roofs.  Near  the  junction 
of  the  valleys  of  the  Mayen  and  the 
Reuss  are  shattered  remains  of  an 
hexagonal  redoubt  (schanze),  which 
was  fortified  by  the  Austrians  in 
1799,  and  stormed  and  taken  from 
them  by  the  French  under  Loison, 
who  forced  the  enemy  back  up  the 
vale  of  the  Reuss,  and,  after  five  as- 
saults, made  himself  master  of  Wasen, 
an  important  point.  A  very  steep 
and  rough  roaaleads  in  one  hour  from 
Mayen  into  the  village  of 

Wasen,  on  the  St.  Gothard  (Rte. 
34).  Hours'  fast  walking /rom  Wasen: 
5  to  the  Pass  ;  |  to  Stein;  2  to  Gad- 
men;  2  to  Im  Hof;  1  to  Meyringen 
=  total,  10}  hours. 


ROUTE  33. 

THE  JOCH  PASS,  FROM  METRINGEK 
TO   ENaELBEBO. 

Distance  about  10  hrs.  This  pass, 
though  practicable  for  horses,  and  a 
p;ood  deal  used,  is  high  and  steep. ,  It 
IS  a  fine  pass,  with  considerable 
▼arietjr  of  scenery,  commanding  beau- 
tiful views  of  the  Titlis.  As  far  as 
Im  Hof  it  is  the  same  as  Rte.  26. 

That  village  is  reached  in  1^  hr. 
from  Meyringen.  The  road  of  the 
Susten  is  followed  for  nearly  an  hour 
to  the  junction  of  the  torrent  from 
the  Gentel  Thai  with  the  Gadmen- 
bach.  A  rapid  ascent  follows,  till 
the  pastures  at  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  Gentel  Thai  are  reached,  in 
which  is  a  pure  spring,  very  grateftil 
after  the  hot  ascent  from  Wyler.  From 
this  point  the  path  continues  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  stream  on  a  very 
gradual  rise  for  1^  hour,  and  then 
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crosaing  reaches  the  lower  pastures  of 
the  Efvfittlen  Mp,  Another  ascent  of 
1^  hr.  by  a  rough  path,  partly  through 
pine  forest,  leads  to  Entjstein  A^  Inn 
(about  6100  ft),  capital  country  inn; 
oivil  and  intelligent  landlord,  often 
overflowing  with  guests.  The  posi- 
tion is  a  Yery  fine  one,  and  the  yiews 
of  the  adjoining  ran^  of  the  Titlis, 
and  of  the  OMrland  Alps,  magni- 
ficent. Many  excursions  may  be 
from   henoe,    but    the    most 


interesting  is  the  ascent  of  the  Titlis, 
(See  Rce.  31.)  From  this  convenient 
starting-point  it  is  not  ver^  fatigu- 
ing, and  has  been  accomplished  by 
English  ladies.  A  practised  moun- 
taineer wUl  easily  reach  the  summit 
in  5  hrs.  and  return  in  3^,  btt  it  is 
well  to  allow  ample  time  to  enjoy  the 
yiew  from  the  top.  The  landlord  will 
find  good  and  cheap  guides.  Near  io 
the  Inn  is  a  remarkable  intermittent 
Spring^  called  Wunderbrunnen.  It  flows 
from  spring  to  autumn,  always  running 
from  8  A,u,  to  about  4  p.11.,  when  it 


[An  easy  and  beautiful  pass  called 
the  Sattli  (Little  Saddle)  leads  henoe 
in  4  hrs.  to  Gadmen  (^  hr.  extra  should 
be  allowed  by  those  coming  from 
Gadmen).  The  path  skirts  the  rocks 
at  the  extremity  of  the  Engstlen  See, 
and  thence  ascends  gradually  to  the 
summit  (If  hr.);  the  yiew  hence  oyer 
the  Thierberg^  Triftenhom,  Susten- 
hom,  and  the  glaciers  is  yery  fine. 
Gn  the  Gadmen  side  the  descent  is 
so  steep,  that  mules  would  be  unable 
to  pass,  but  they  could  go  the  whole  of 
the  reverse  way,  i,e.  from  Gadmen  to 
the  EngstlenAJp.  The  downward  path 
takes  a  direction  to  the  1.  and  leaos  to 
a  shepherd's  hut  (^  hr.).  Here  2 
roads  diverge,  one  to  the  1.  leads  to 
Obermatt  and  Stein  (Bte.  32),  the 
other,  to  the  rt,  to  Gadmen  and  Im 
Hof.  The  remainder  of  the  descent 
is  rather  less  steep  and  is  verji  pic- 
turesque, passing  through  fir-woods 
and  over  open  fields  commanding 
beautiful  views  of  the  valley,  &c.] 


There   are   two    paths    down   to 


Engelberg, — ^the  horse-path,  scarcely 
marked,  leading  to  the  L  of  the  Trtib 
See;  the  other  and  shorter  one,  only 
practicable  on  foot,  continuing  along 
a  ridge  in  the  direction  of  Engelbera^ 
for  a  short  distance,  and  then  descend- 
ing abruptly  on  the  rt  to  a  plain,  on 
which,  at  ^  m.  on  the  left,  is  situated 
the  Triib  See,  fed  by  glaciers  descend- 
ing from  the  Ochaenberg  on  the  rt. 
It  is  necessary  to  bear  away  to  the 
rt-hand  extremity  ofthisplam,  where 
there  is  a  gap,  from  which  a  yery 
rough  and  precipitous  path,  called  the 
Pfatfenwand,  descends  for  20  minutes 
over  grass,  and  afterwards  debris,  1% 
the  pastures,  crossing  which  it  enters 
the  forest  for  f  hour,  and  shortly 
reaches 
£ngelberg  (Rte.  31). 


ROUTE  34. 

THE  PASS  OF  ST.  GOTHARD,  FROM  FI.U- 
ELEN,  ON  THE  LAKE  OF  LUCERNE,  TO 
BELLINZONA. 

8^  posts  B  76  miles. 

Distances  from  Flilelen  to  Bellin- 
sona:*- 

SwlM  posts.  Eog.  m. 
FlUelen  to  Amsteg     .    .     l|    .     .  10 
AmstegtoAndermatt      .     ij    .    .  Hi 
Andecmatt  to  St.  Oothard 

Pass li    .     .  11 

St  Oothaid  Patss  to  Afrolu  }  .  .  S 
AirolotoFaldo  ...  1^  .•  10 
FsidotoBodio  ...  1  .  .  9 
Bodio  to  B«mn»»a    .    .    li    .    .  13^ 

8*  vT 

These  are  the  true  distances :  some- 
what more  is  charged  by  the  post- 
masters. 

Steamers  4  times  a  day  frt>m  Lu- 
cerne, reaching  Fliielen,  and  thence 
diligences  (ph^es  in  which  must  be 
secured  in  Lucerne  or  on  board  the 
steamer)  start  2  or  3  times  a  day  for 
Bellinsona  in  15  hrs.,  Milan  in  25. 
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By  the  diligence  some  of  the  finest 
portions  of  the  route  are  passed  in  the 
dark.  From  the  coupe,  which  contains 
3  places,  something  of  the  scenery 
may  be  seen  ;  from  the  comer  places 
in  the  interior,  a  yery  little;  from  the 
middle  places,  nothing  whatever.  A 
single  traveller  may  sometimes  induce 
the  conducietir  to  give  him  his  place 
outside.  The  road  is  very  dusty,  so 
that  this  is  not  an  unmixed  advantage. 
There  is  no  b(xnq\i£tte. 

The  innkeepers  on  both  sides  of  the 
pass  undertake  to  forward  travellers 
in  post  carriages,  and  with  post  horses, 
Ibr  a  fixed  moderate  charge.  From 
FlUelen  or  Altorf  the  price  of  a  carriage 
and  2  post-horses  to  Hospenthal  is  30 
fr.,  to  Airolo  60,  to  Faido  75,  to  Bellin- 
zona  100,  to  Magadino  1 15,  to  Lugano 
125,  and  to  Como  1 50  fr.,  not  including 
the  pour-boire  of  2  fr.  to  the  postilion 
at  each  stage,  or  the  extra  horses  for 
crossing  the  mountain.  These  extras 
will  amount  to  about  25  fr.  more  for 
the  entire  journey.  It  will  save  trouble 
to  fix  the  entire  amount  before  8tart>- 
ing,  and  obtain  a  written  agreement 
from  the  inkeeper  to  be  shown  at 
each  stage.  The  service  is  well  ap- 
pointed. Lohnkutschos  or  vettnrini 
abound  at  Fliielen,  and  some  of  them 
are  generally  on  board  the  steamers 
looking  out  for  custom.  They  perform 
the  whole  journey  to  Como  for  about 
250  fr.,  including  all  charges,  in  3 
days,  reaching  Como  on  the  3rd,  in 
time  for  the  last  rly.  train  for  Milan. 
It  is  well  to  have  this  last  point 
secured  in  a  written  agreement,  which 
should  also  stipulate  that  the  driver 
is  to  stop  at  the  inns  whicrh  the  tra- 
veller may  select.  These  carriages  are 
more  comfortable  than  those  furnished 
by  the  postmasters,  and  will  accom- 
modate 6  persons. 

Pedestrians  should  drive  as  far  as 
Amsteg,  where  the  ascent  properly 
begins. 

On  this  pass  many  rare  minerals 
are  found,  and  may  be  purchased 
better  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Switzerland. 


This  was   anciently   perhaps  the 


most  frequented  passage  over  the 
Alps,  as  it  offered  the  most  direct  and 
practicable  line  of  communication  be- 
tween Basle  and  Ziirich,  from  North - 
em  Switzerland  and  W.  Germany,  to 
Lombardy,  and  the  important  cities  of 
Milan  and  Genoa.  Not  less  than 
16,000  travellers  and  9000  horses 
crossed  it  annually  on  an  average, 
down  to  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century;  but  being  only  a 
bridle-path,  it  was  almost  entirely 
abandoned  after  the  construction  of 
the  carriage-roads  over  the  Simplon 
and  Bemanlin.  Deprived  of  the  traffic 
across  it,  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lages traversed  by  the  road,  chiefly 
innkeepers  and  muleteers,  were  re- 
duced to  ruin,  and  the  revenues  of  the 
canton,  which  before  drew  20,000 
florins  annually  from  the  tolls  upon  it, 
were  seriously  diminished.  The  can- 
tons of  Uri  and  Tessin,  through  which 
this  road  runs,  at  length  became  suffi- 
ciently alive  to  their  own  interests  to 
perceive  the  necessity  of  converting  it 
into  a  carriage-road,  and  thus  render- 
ing it  fit  to  compete  with  the  rival 
routes  as  a  channel  of  communication 
and  of  transport  for  merchandise. 
In  consequence,  in  1820  the  work 
was  begun,  and  in  1832  finally  com- 
pleted and  opened.  The  expenses 
were  defrayed  by  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany, formed  in  Uri  and  the  neigh- 
bouring cantons.  The  construction 
of  the  road  was  intrusted  to  an  en- 
gineer of  Altorf,  named  Miiller. 

The  poverty-stricken  canton  of  Uri 
had  scraped  together,  with  great  diffi- 
culty, funds  sufficient  to  execute  her 
portion  of  the  undertaking,  but  a 
storm,  such  as  had  not  been  known  in 
the  memory  of  man,  bursting  on  the 
summit  of  the  pass,  in  August,  1834, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  swept 
away  nearly  one-third  of  the  road, 
together  with  bridges  and  terraces 
without  number,  which  had  been 
constructed  with  so  much  labour, 
cost,  and  difficulty.  A  similar  tem- 
pest in  1839  eflFected  nearly  equal  de- 
struction. Considering  the  previous 
drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  can- 
ton, it  is  surprising  how  soon  the 
mischief  was  repair^ 
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At  present  the  road  U  exoellent, 
not  inferior  in  its  construction  to  any 
other  of  the  great  Alpine  highways. 
Its  points  of  chief  interefit  are  the 
Devu's  Bridge  and  the  Italian  scenery 
of  rugged  mountain  and  rich  valleys. 

The  passage  is  usually  free  from 
snow  for  4  or  5  months  of  the  year ; 
and  in  the  depth  of  winter  carriages 
are  safely  transported  across  on  open 
sledges,  except  immediately  aft«r  a 
snow-storm,  when  the  road  is  some- 
times blocked  up  for  a  week.  In  1 8t>0, 
41,000  fr.  were  spent  in  keeping  the 
road  clear  of  snow.  It  is  still  one  of 
the  best  routes  for  Italy. 

The  canton  of  Uri  and  the  valley 
of  the  Renss  possess  an  historical 
celebrity,  as  the  theatre  of  the  me- 
morable campaign  of  1 799,  when  the 
armies  of  the  three  nations  of  France, 
Austria,  and  Russia,  dispossessing 
each  other  in  turns,  marched,  fought, 
and  manoeuvred,  on  heights  whence 
the  snow  never  disappears,  and  pre- 
viously deemed  accessible  only  to 
goatherds  and  hunters.  In  the  month 
of  June,  in  the  above-named  year, 
the  Austrians,  aided  by  the  natives  of 
Uri,  had  expelled  the  French  from 
the  valley.  Satisfied  with  the  pos- 
session of  it,  they  passed  nearly  2 
months  in  entire  inactivity,  when,  by 
a  combined  movement,  planned  bv 
Massena,  they  were  attacked  at  all 
points  by  French  corps,  poured  in 
upon  them  from  the  lake  of  Lucerne, 
which  was  crossed  by  a  flotilla  of 
boats,  and  from  every  western  passi^ 
leading  over  the  Alps  and  into  the 
valley  of  the  Reuss.  Lecourbe  crossed 
the  Surenen,  Loison  the  Susten,  and 
Gudin,  with  a  large  force,  fought  his 
way  over  the  Grimsel  and  Furca, 
threatening  the  Austrians  in  front, 
in  flank,  and  in  the  rear.  In  an  en- 
gagement which  took  place  on  the 
14tn  of  Avgust,  and  which  lasted  5 
hours,  they  were  driven  step  by  step 
up  the  valley,  as  far  as  AndermatL 
On  the  two  iollowing  days  the  French 
pursued  them  out  of  the  valley  of  the 
Reuss  into  the  Grisons  by  the  Ober- 
alp,  where  a  bloody  encounter  took 
place.  A  little  more  than  a  month 
after  this,  intelligence  was  brought 


to  Lecourbe,  the  French  commander, 
that  another  large  army  had  appeared 
at  the  S.  foot  of  the  St.  Gothard. 
While  still  at  a  loss  to  imagine  to 
what  European  power  it  might  be- 
long, fresh  tidings  announced  that  it 
was  the  veteran  Suwarrow,  who,  at 
the  head  of  a  Russian  army  of  18,000 
foot  and  5000  Cossack  horse,  had 
broken  up  from  his  encampment  in  the 
plains  of  Lombardy,  and  now  beg^n  to 
force  the  passage  of  the  St.  Gothard. 
The  French  retired  slowly  but  stea- 
dily- before  him  as  fiur  as  the  lake  of 
Lucerne,  where  Lecourbe,  after  re- 
moving all  the  boats  from  Fluelen, 
entrenched  himself  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion at  Seedorf,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Reuss.  Suwarrow,  whose  object  was 
to  unite  himself  with  the  Russian 
army  before  Zurich,  of  the  defeat  of 
which  by  Massena  he  had  not  yet 
heard,  here  found  himself  without 
the  means  of  transporting  his  army, 
threatened  on  all  sides  by  enemies. 
He  took  little  time  to  consider,  but 
immediately  planned  and  executed 
his  wonderiPul  and  almost  incredible 
retreat  over  the  Kinzig  Kulm  and  into 
the  valley  of  Muotta;  and  though  con- 
stantly annoyed  by  the  French  in  his 
rear,  finally  conducted  his  army  into 
the  valley  of  the  Rhine,  with  a  loss  of 
3000  men,  of  whom  far  more  perished 
from  cold,  fatigue,  and  hunger,  than 
from  the  enemies*  bullets*  (See  Rtes* 
73,  75.) 


FlUelcn — (Italian  Fiora — Trms:   Ad- 

ler,  Croix  Blanche,  both  opposite  the 

steamboat  pier) — the  port  of  canton 

Uri,  at  the  S.  extremity  of  the  lake  of 

j  the  Four  Cantons,  is  a  small  village  in  a 

I  not  very  healthy  situation.    The  ma- 

I  laria  from  the  marshy  ground  pro- 

j  duced  by  the  deposits  of  the  Reuss  at 

j  its  entrance  into  the  lake  has  been 

abated  by  means  of  works  undertaken 

on  a  large  scale  to  deepen  the  mouth 

of  the  Reuss,  and  thus  drain  the  upper 

country.     Conteyances  and  Fost-hor^et 

may  always  be  had  here. 

The  Steamer  touches  here  five  times 
a  day  from  Lucenie,  and  returns  after 
a  short  stay ;  it  takes  carriages.    (See 
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ROUTE  34. — ALTORP.      WILLIAM  TELL. 


Sect  T. 


Kte.  18.)  A  pier,  alongside  of  which 
the  steamers  are  moored,  offers  a  con- 
renient  landing-place.  About  2  m. 
off  lies 

^/for/— /nfu;  Adler,  good;  Schliis- 
sel  (Clef  d*Or),  civil  people ;  Biir; 
Lowe  ;  Krone  ;  Aigle,  good.  This 
is  the  capital  of  the  canton  Uri, 
the  poorest  and  least  poi>ulou8  in 
the  'Confederation,  numbering  alto- 
gether only  13,500  souls:  it  is  a  dull, 
Ufeless  village  of  2426  Inhab.,  without 
trade  or  manufactures,  and  still  exhi- 
biting signs  of  the  conflagration  of 
1799,  which  reduced  the  larger  part 
of  it  to  ashes. .  It  was  the  early  home 
of  the  great  Guelph  family,  and,  if 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  tradition,  it 
was  on  the  open  square  in  the  centre 
of  Altorf  that  William  Tell  shot  the 
M>ple  from  off  his  son's  head.  The 
place  where  he  stood  to  take  aim 
IS  marked  by  a  plaster  statue  of  Tell(l\ 
a  gift  of  the  riflemen  of  Zurich .  The 
lime-tree,  upon  which  Gtossler's  cap 
was  stuck,  for  all  men  to  do  obeisance 
to  it  as  they  passed,  and  to  which  the 
child  was  bound,  to  serve  as  a  mark 
for  his  father's  bolt,  existed  a  withered 
trunk,  down  to  1567,  when  it  was  cut 
down  and  replaced  by  a  fountain. 

The  tall  Tower^  ornamented  with 
rude  frescoes,  representing  Tell  and 
Oessler,  has  been  stated  erroneously 
by  some  writers  to  occupy  the  site  of 
the  lime-tree;  but  it  is  proved  by  re- 
cords stiU  in  existence  to  haveoeen 
built  before  the  time  of  Tell. 

On  quitdng  Altorf  the  road  crosses 
the  mouth  of  the  vale  of  Schachen, 
traversing,  by  a  bridge,  the  stream  in 
which,  according  to  tradition,  William 
Tell  lost  his  life  (ld,M))  in  endea- 
vouring to  rescue  a  child  from  the 
waterfall  of  Biirglen.  He  plunged  in, 
and  neither  he  nor  the  child  was  seen 
after.  Tell  was  a  native  of  the  Schach- 
enthal,  having  been  bom  in  the  village 
of  Biirglen  {Inn  and  Pension,  William 
Tell,  much  resorted  to,  in  a  delight- 
ful site),  a  little  to  the  1.  of  our  road. 
The  small  Chapel^  backed  by  an  ivy- 
dad  tower,  rudely  painted  with  the 
events  of  his  life,  was  built  in  1522  on 
the  spot  where  his  house  stood,  near 


the  churchyard.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  valley  are  considered  the  finest 
race  of  men  in  Switierland.  A  path 
runs  up  it,  and  across  the  Klausen 
Pass  (Kte.  76)  to  the  baths  of  Stach* 
elberg,  in  canton  Glarus,  and  another 
over  the  Kinsig  Kulm  (Bte.  75),  into 
the  Muotta  Thai. 

On  the  L  bank  of  the  Reuss,  op- 
posite its  junction  with  the  Schachen, 
stands  Attinghausen,  the  birthplace 
of  Walter  Fiirst,  one  of  the  three 
liberators  of  Switzerland:  his  house 
is  still  pointed  out  Above  it  rise  the 
ruins  of  a  castle,  whose  baronial 
owners  became  extinct  in  1357,  when 
the  last  of  the  race  was  buried  in  his 
helmet  and  hauberk.  At  Bdtzlmgen, 
3  m.  above  Altorf  the  parliament 
(Landesgemeinde)  of  the  canton  Uri 
is  held  every  year,  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  May,  to  settle  the  afiairs  of  the 
state.  Every  male  citizen  above  the 
are  of  20,  except  a  priest,  has  a  yote. 
The  authorities  of  the  canton,  on 
horseback,  with  the  Landammann  at 
their  head,  preceded  by  a  detachment 
of  militia,  with  military  music,  and 
the  standard  of  the  canton  attended 
by  the  beadles  in  their  costume  of 
yellow  and  black,  and  by  two  men  in 
the  ancient  Swiss  garb  of  the  same 
colour,  bearing  aloft  the  two  cele- 
brated buffalo-horns  of  Uri,  march  to 
the  spot  in  procession.  From  a  semi- 
circular hustings,  erected  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  business  of  the  day  is  pro- 
claimed to  the  assembled  crowd,  and 
the  different  speakers  deliver  their 
harangues,  after  which  the  question 
is  put  to  the  vote  by  show  of  hands. 
When  aU  afiairs  of  state  are  de- 
spatched, the  Landammann  and  other 
public  officers  resign,  and  are  either 
re-elected  or  others  are  chosen  in 
their  place.  It  is  possible  that  altera- 
tions nave  been  made  in  these  things, 
under  the  great  political  changes 
which  have  recently  taken  place  in 
Switzerland. 

After  leaving  Altorf  the  road  passes 
through  pretty  meadows  shadea  with 
fine  wsJnut-trees  as  far  as  Amsteg. 
L  rises  the  rocky  wall  of  the  Windgelle, 
a  continuation  of  the  Klariden-Grat, 
and  Scheerhom.    A  flat  siirfiM»  on 


Switzerland, 


ROUTE  84. — AMSTBQ.      WASEN. 
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the  pracipioe  returns  a  very  distinct 
echo.  A  little  way  from  Kius,  a  vil- 
lage half-way  to  Amsteg,  the  wild 
defile  of  the  Burenen  opens  rt  (Rte. 
31).  At  Klus  the  road  approaches 
the  margin  of  the  Renss,  and  beyond, 
at  the  hamlet  of  Silinen,  it  is  partly 
cat  through  the  rock,  passes  under  the 
ruins  of  a  tower,  by  some  supposed  to 
be  the  castle  of  Zvomg  Uri  (l£»straint 
of  Uri),  the  construction  of  which  by 
the  tyrant  Gessler,  to  overawe  the 
peasants,  roused  the  suspicion  and  in- 
dignation of  the  Swiss;  so  that  it  was 
demolished  bv  them  in  1308,  on  the  first 
outbreak  of  the  revolt  against  Austria. 

Atnstey  (Irms :  *Croix  Blanche  ; 
Hirschfgood  country  inn;  Stem),  de- 
lightfully situated,  and  aldiough  not  a 
post  station,  it  is  a  convenient  place  for 
those  to  stop  at  who  cross  the  lake  by 
the  afternoon  steamer  from  Lucerne. 
It  stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maderaner 
or  Kerstelm  Thai^  which  stretches  £. 
as  &r  as  the  base  of  the  Clariden 
Grat,  a  valley  little  visited,  but  well 
worth  exploring;  abounding  in  water- 
faUs  and  glaciers,  and  magnificent 
pine  forests.  [A  track  leads  to  l^iseutis 
over  the  Kreuali  Pass  (see  Rte.  83), 
and  an  ice-path  over  the  Clariden 
Grat  to  Stachelberg ;  3i  hrs.  to  chAlets 
of  Waldibalm  in  the  Maderaner  Thai, 
3|  hrs.  up  a  faint  track  high  above  L 
of  Hfifi  Glacier,  to  where  the  ice  is 
taken,  3^  fa.  to  the  Grat ;  8  hours, 
including  stoppages,  by  a  circuitous 
route  (which  might  be  shortened  by 
crossing  the  Grat  under  the  Catscha- 
rauls  and  descending  by  the  Sand 
Fim),  to  Sand  Alp  chfiiets.  After 
this,  3  hrs.  to  Stacnelborg.  Guides, 
Ch.  Aylmer,  P.  Peru,  and  M.  Ander- 
matten.— il^.  Jcum.^  iii.  134.  N.B. 
An  inn  is  opened  in  the  Maderaner 
Thai,  near  the  foot  of  the  Hiifi 
Glacier.] 

At  the  bridge  of  Amsteg  the  road 
first  crosses  the  Reuss  and  now  begins 
to  ascend,  having  on  the  1.  hand 
the  river  below,  in  a  deep  channel, 
dashing  from  rock  to  rock  in  an 
almost  uninterrupted  cataract,  and 
above  the  huge  mass  of  the  Bristen- 
ttock^  rising  m  tiers  of  almost  per- 
pendicular precipices.    The  traveller 


from  the  high  road  may  trace  the 
scene  of  the  somewhat  perilous  ad- 
venture recounted  by  Mr.  Kennedy  in 
*  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Glaciers.' 

Intsclii,  A  second  bridee  carries  it 
back  to  the  rt.  bank  ;  and,  after  tra- 
versing a  wood,  a  thini,  called  Pfaffen- 
sprung  (priest's  leap),  from  a  fable 
of  a  monk  baring  leaped  across  it 
with  a  maiden  in  his  arms,  brings  the 
traveller  to  the  torrent  Mayenbach, 
descending  from  the  Susten  Pass  (Rte. 
32),  which  joins  the  Reuss  imme- 
diately below. 

Waaen  (Tima!  H.  des  Alpes;  Ochs, 
fkir\  a  village  of  550  Inhab.,  on  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Reuss,  at  the  month  of  the 
Mayenthal.  Winding  firom  side  to  side, 
the  road  slowly  toils  upward  to  OSsche' 
neUf  where  a  narrow  valley  opens  to 
the  W.,  through  which  the  torrent  of 
the  Odgchenen  Reusa  descends  from  one 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Galenstock, 
Here  the  main  valley  assumes  a 
more  savage  character,  contracting 
into  the  narrow  ravine  of  SchoUinen, 
bounded  for  nearly  3  m.  by  impending 
cliffs  of  granite.  One  vast  fragment, 
skirted  by  the  road,  was  dropped 
here,  according  to  the  popular  legend, 
by  the  devil,  and  is  thence  ^led 
Teufelstcin,  This  defile  is  a  scene  of 
desolation  and  awfiil  grandeur;  the 
walls  of  rock  seem  almost  to  exclude 
the  light  of  day,  scarce  a  blade  of 
grass  is  to  be  seen,  and  nothing 
heard  but  the  wild  dashing  of  the 
Reuss  at  the  fbot  of  the  precipice 
below  the  road,  from  which  hoarse 
sounds  this  part  of  the  valley  gets  the 
name  of  Krachenthal.  The  road 
hereabouts  is  much  exposed  in  spring 
to  danger  from  avalanches.  Here  and 
there  niches  are  cut  in  the  rock  to 
shelter  passers,  and  a  part  of  the  road 
is  roofed  by  a  stone  gallery.  The  re- 
mains of  the  former  road  are  seen  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  valley.  The 
difficulties  of  the  ascent  are  next  over- 
come by  the  skill  of  the  engineer,  who 
has  constructed  a  series  of  complicated 
zigzag  terraces,  first  on  one  side  of  the 
Reuss  and  then  on  the  other,  by  means 
of  which,  and  of  numerous  bridges, 
the  traveller  at  length  reaches 

The  D9t%C9  Bridge^  situated  in  the 
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ROUTE  34. devil's  BRIDGE. 


Sect.  I. 


midst  of  the  most  stem  but  ma^i- 
ticent  scenery  of  the  whole  pass.  The 
Keuss  leaps  down  into  the  head  of  this 
savage  gorge  in  a  lofty  catAract,  and 
in  the  very  midst  of  its  din  and  spray. 
Very  precipitous  rocks  of  granite, 
remarkable  for  the  stern  nakedness  of 
their  surface,  hem  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  on  both  sides;  those  on  the  left 
bank  leaving  not  an  inch  of  space  for 
the  sole  of  a  foot  at  their  base,  except 
what  has  been  hewn  out  of  it  by 
human  art.  For  ages  this  must  have 
been  a  complete  cul-de-sac,  until,  by 
human  ingenuity,  the  torrent  was 
bridged  and  the  rock  bored  through. 
The  old  bridge,  a  thin  segment  of  a 
circle,  spanning  a  terrific  abyss,  had 
originally  an  air  at  once  of  boldness 
and  fragility,  much  of  which  it  has 
lost  by  the  contrast  with  the  towering 
and  more  solid  structure  that  has  now 
entirely  superseded  it,  and  seems,  as  it 
were,  to  domineer  over  it.  The  single 
arch  of  slight  masonry,  suspended  in 
the  air  at  a  height  of  70  ft.  above 
the  Keuss,  with  scarce  a  parapet  at 
the  side,  and  with  barely  breadth  to 
allow  two  persons  to  pass,  almost 
seemed  to  tremble  with  the  rushing 
of  the  torrent  under  the  feet  of  the 
traveller.  Modern  improvements  have 
deprived  the  bridge  and  its  vicinity  of 
much  of  its  terror  and  sublimity.  A 
commodious  and  gradually  sloping  ter- 
race, hewn  out  of  the  solid  rock  at  the 
foot  of  the  precipice,  leads  to  the  broad 
and  massive  new  bridge,  which,  though 
nearer  to  the  fall  than  the  old,  may  oe 
passed  without  the  slightest  emotion 
of  the  nerves,  thanks  to  its  solidity 
and  high  parapets.  It  is  of  granite; 
the  arch  25  fL  span :  it  was  finished 
1830.  The  construction  of  this  part 
of  the  road  presented  great  difficulties 
to  the  engineer  from  the  hardness  and 
smoothness  of  the  precipitous  rocks 
and  the  want  of  easy  access  to  them : 
indeed,  the  mines  necessary  for  blast- 
ing the  granite  could  only  be  formed 
l)y  workmen  suspended  by  ropes  fi:om 
above,  and  dangling  in  the  air  like 
spiders  at  the  end  of  their  threads. 
The  ancient  bridge  was  first  founded 
by  Abbot  Qerald,  of  Einsiedeln,  in 
1118,  so  that,  in  the  naming  of  it,  the 


devil  has  received  more  than  his  due: 
it  has  been  allowed  to  remain  beneath 
the  new  bridge,  though  no  longer  of 
any  use.  Duiing  the  extraordinary 
campaign  of  1799,  the  Devil's  Bridge 
and  the  defile  of  the  Schellinen  were 
twice  obstinately  contested  within  the 
space  of  little  more  than  a  month.  O  n 
the  14th  of  August  the  united  French 
column,  under  liecourbe  and  Loison, 
having  surprised  the  Austrians,  drove 
them  up  the  valley  of  the  Keuss,  as 
far  as  this  bridge,  which,  having  been 
converted  into  an  entrenched  position, 
was  defended  by  them  for  some  time. 
The  ancient  Devil's  Bridge  was  ap- 
proached from  the  lower  part  of  the 
valley  bv  a  terrace  abuttmg  against 
the  precipice,  interrupted  in  one  place 
by  a  chasm.  The  road  was  contmued 
over  this  upon  an  arch  of  masonry 
which  supported  a  sort  of  cause- 
way. At  last  even  this  was  car- 
ried by  the  French,  who,  in  their  im- 
petuous pursuit,  followed  their  ene- 
mies across  this  arch.  In  a  moment, 
while  a  crowd  of  combatants  were 
upon  it,  it  was  blovni  into  the  air,  and 
hundreds  were  precipitated  into  the 
abyss  below.  During  the  night  the 
Austrians,  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  another  French  force  in  their  rear, 
evacuated  altogether  the  valley  of  the 
Beuss.  On  the  24th  of  the  following 
September  the  tide  of  war  took  an 
opposite  turn.  Suwarrow,  pouring 
down  from  the  summit  of  the  St. 
Gothard,  at  the  head  of  5000  horse 
and  18,000  foot,  compelled  the  French, 
in  their  turn,  to  retire  before  him. 
The  progress  of  the  Russians  was  ar- 
rested here  for  a  short  time,  as  they 
found  the  road  broken  up,  the  Umer- 
loch  filled  with  rocks,  and  the  ] 


down  the  valley  interrupted  bv 
gap  in  the  causeway  oeyond  the 
bridge,  caused  by  the  blowing  up  of 
the  arch.  A  murderous  fire  from  the 
French  swept  away  all  who  ap- 
proached the  edge  of  the  chasm  ;  but 
the  Russian  columns,  eager  for  ad- 
vance, by  their  pressure  pushed  the 
foremost  ranks  into  the  foaming Reuss. 
The  impediments  in  the  road  were 
soon  removed;  an  extemporaneous 
arch    waa    constructed    by    binding 
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tojE^ther  beams  of  wood  with  officers* 
scarfe ;  and  over  this  the  Russian 
army  passed,  pursuing  the  enemy  as 
far  as  Altdorf.  This  is  the  picturesque 
version  of  these  actions  in  some  modem 
histories;  the  truth,  however,  seems 
to  be  that  the  bridge  (as  its  venerable 
appearance  testifies  >  was  not  blown 
up,  but  that  one  of  the  arches  leading 
to  it  was  destroyed ;  and  the  Aus- 
trians  took  up  so  strong  a  position, 
that  the  French  were  unable  to  force 
the  pass,  and  waited  a  day  or  two  till 
they  had  sent  troops  over  the  moun- 
tains, threatening  tne  Hanks  and  rear 
of  the  Austrians,  who  then  retreated. 
Nearly  the  same  thing  took  place 
when  the  Russians  advanced  ;  in  fact, 
these  passes  were  never  forced  if 
tolerably  defended,  but  the  attacking 
party  were  always  obli^d  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  superior  numbers 
and  turn  the  passes,  coming  down 
upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy 
(see  Rte.  26).  For  correct  accounts 
of  the  extraordinary  actitms  among 
these  mountains,  only  Jomini,  the 
military  historian,  can  be  relied  on. 

Immediately  above,  after  passing 
the  Devil's  Bridge,  the  road  is  carried 
through  a  tunnel,  bored  for  180  feet 
through  the  solid  rock,  called  Umer' 
loch,  or  Hole  of  Uri.  It  is  180  ft,  long, 
15  ft.  high,  and  16  ft.  broad.  Previous 
to  its  construction,  in  1707,  the  only 
mode  of  passing  the  buttress  of  rock 
which  here  proiects  into  the  river,  so 
as  to  deny  all  passage,  was  by  a 
bridge,  or  shelf  of  boaras,  suspended 
on  the  outside  by  chains  from  above. 
By  means  of  this  the  traveller  doubled, 
as  it  were,  the  shoulder  of  the  moun- 
tain, enveloped  in  the  spray  of  the 
torrent,  within  a  few  feet  of  which  the 
frail  structure  was  hung.  The  Gallery 
of  Uri  was  originally  constructed  by 
a  Swiss  engineer  named  Moretini ;  but 
was  only  passable  for  mules,  until,  in 
reconstructing  the  St.  Gothard  road, 
it  was  enlarg^  to  admit  carriages. 

Out  of  this  gallery  the  traveller 
emerges  into  the  wide  basin-shaped 
pastoral  valley  of  Urseren,  which,  in 
contrast  with  the  savage  gorge  of 
Schellinen,  and  from  the  suddenness 
of  the  transition,  has  obtained  ft*om 


most  travellers  the  praise  of  beanty 
and  fertility.  Taken  by  itself,  how- 
ever, it  has  little  but  its  verdure  to 
recommend  it :  owing  to  its  great 
height,  4356  ft.  above  Uie  sea^  scarcely 
any  trees  grow  in  it,  and  the  inha- 
bitants supply  themselves  with  corn 
for  bread  from  more  fortunate  lands. 
The  lower  part  of  it  was  probably 
once  a  lake,  until  a  passage  was 
opened  for  the  Reuss  through  the 
rocks  of  Schellinen.  It  was  ori- 
ginally colonised,  it  is  supposed,  by 
the  Rhsetians.  The  usual  entrance  to 
it  was  by  the  pass  of  the  Oberalp. 
Its  inhabitants  spoke  the  language 
of  the  Grisons,  and  the  valley  was  a 
dependence  of  the  Abbot  of  Disentis. 
Down  to  the  14th  century  it  remained 
closed  up  at  its  lower  extremity,  and 
had  no  direct  communication  with  the 
lower  valley  of  the  Reuss.  About 
that  time,  however,  a  path  seems  to 
have  been  opened ;  and  the  men  of 
Urseren,  allying  themselves  with  those 
of  Uri,  threw  off  the  yoke  of  their 
former  feudal  lords.  A  mile  from  the 
gallery  of  Uri  lies 

Andermatty  or  Urseren  (ItaL  Or- 
serd)^{Inns:  Drei  Konige  (Poste)  ; 
H.  du  St.  Gothard,  very  good  and 
moderate,  Dr.  Christin  is  the  host). 
It  is  a  village  of  600  Inhab.,  and 
the  chief  place  of  the  valley,  4450 
feet  above  the  sea-level ;  20  min. 
walk  from  the  Devil's  Bridge.  The 
honey  and  cheese  made  on  the  sur- 
rounding pastures  are  excellent;  and 
the  red  trout  of  the  Oberalp  See 
enjoy  the  reputation,  with  hungry 
travellers,  of  oeing  the  finest  in  the 
world,  They  are  at  least  an  excellent 
dish,  either  at  breakftist  or  dinner.  The 
Church  of  St,  Coiumbanus  is  said  to  have 
been  built  by  the  Lombards.  On  the 
slope  of  the  mountain  of  St.  Anno, 
which  is  surmounted  by  a  glacier, 
above  the  village,  are  the  scanty  re- 
mains of  a  forest,  the  last  relic  of  that 
which  perhaps  at  one  time  clothed  the 
sides  of  the  valley  entirely.  **  It  is  of  a 
triangular  form,  with  one  of  its  angles 
pointed  upwards ;  and  is  so  placed  as 
not  only  to  break  the  fall  of  heavy 
bodies  of  snow,  but  to  divide  the 
masses,  throwing  them  off  on  its  two 
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sides.  It  is  now  a  slight  and  seem- 
ingly a  perishable  defSence.*'  The  im- 
providence of  the  inhabitants,  at  an 
early  period,  had  reduced  it  to  a 
small  grove,  which  those  of  later 
times  had  learned  to  value  for  the  pro- 
tection it  afforded  to  their  dwellings 
from  falling  avalanches.  They  there- 
fore euarded  it  with  the  utmost  care, 
abstaming  from  cutting  down  a  stem 
of  it ;  but,  in  1799,  foreign  invaders, 
reckless  of  the  consequences,  felled  a 
ipreat  part  of  it,  and  consumed  it  for 
firewood,  or  to  repair  the  Devil's 
Bridge. 

This  was  but  one  of  the  evils  which 
that  calamitous  year  broueht  upon 
this  remote  and  peaceful  vaUey,  when 
the  armies  of  three  nations  chose  it 
for  the  arena  of  their  combats,  letting^ 
loose  the  furies — fire,  famine,  and 
slaughter — upon  its  unfortunate  inha- 
bitants. Suwarrow's  hordes  arrived 
at  Andermatt  in  that  year,  famished 
with  hunger.  Like  ravenous  wolves, 
they  seiz^  and  consumed  everything 
they  could  lay  hands  on.  They  ppreedily 
devoured  a  store  of  soap  which  they 
found  in  the  larder  of  the  inn ;  and,  cut- 
ting into  pieces  some  skins  which  had 
been  hung  out  to  dry  previously  to 
being  tanned,  boiled  and  ate  them 
also. 

A  char-road  stretches  up  the 
steep  lateral  valley  behind  Ander- 
matt, across  the  Oberalp  and  past  its 
lake,  to  Disentis,  in  the  Orisons. 
(Rte.  82.) 

The  vale  of  Urseren  is  about  9  m. 
long,  and  nearly  1  broad.  It  contains 
4  values,  and  1360  Inhab.,  who  gain 
a  subsistence  by  rearing  cattle  and 
keeping  dairies,  and  by  forwarding 
the  transit  of  goods  across  the  St. 
Gothard,for  which  purpose  300  horses 
are  kept  in  it  At  Andermatt,  Hos- 
pital, and  Airolo,  are  many  mineral- 
dealers,  from  whom  specimens  may 
be  purchased  of  the  numerous  rare 
and  valuable  minerals  with  which 
the  range  of  the  St.  Gothard  abounds. 
The  variety  of  species  is  surprising, 
and  the  cabinet  of  the  mineralogist 
derives  some  of  the  rarest  substances 
from  these  Alps. 

On  the  1.  of  the  road,  in  going  to 


H6pital,  two  rude  stone  pillars  may 
be,  or  lately  might  have  oeen,  seen ; . 
they  are  the  potence  or  gallows  be- 
longing to  Andermatt,  dating  from 
the  time  when  the  valley  of  Urseren 
was  an  independent  state,  and  An- 
dermatt, the  chief  place  in  it,  enjoyed 
the  right  of  criminal  jurisdiction, 
now  removed  to  Altdorf.  It  is  cu- 
rious to  observe  to  what  an  extent 
the  possession  of  a  gallows,  and  the 
right  of  hanging  criminals  there- 
on, was  an  object  of  pride  in  an- 
cient times,  ouch  relics  were  once 
found  throughout  Switzerland:  they 
seem  everywhere  to  have  been  pre- 
served almost  with  veneration,  and 
were  kept  in  constant  repair,  though 
destined  never  more  to  be  used. 

2  m.  above  Andermatt  is 

Hospenthal^  or  Hdpitai — Itms:  'WLeyW" 
hof,  a  large  hotel  opened  in  1860, 
very  good;  pension  during  the  sum- 
mer; guides^  horses,  ana  carriages 
found  here; — Goldener  Lowe  (Golden 
Lion),  very  good.  Excellent  honey 
and  trout,  and  horses  and  good  car- 
riages. Though  not  a  post-station, 
this  is  a  preferable  stopping  place  to 
Andermatt. 

Hospenthal  receives  its  name  from 
an  hospice  which  no  longer  exists. 
Above  the  village  rises  a  venerable 
tower,  said  to  be,  like  the  church  of 
Andermatt,  a  work  of  the  Lombards. 

[The  mule -path  over  the  Furca 
(Rte.  26)  leads  nence  to  the  glacier 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  hospice  of  the 
GrimseL  It  is  to  be  made  a  char- 
road,  like  its  continuation,  the  road 
over  the  Oberalp  to  Disentis.] 

The  high  roaa  now  quits  the  valley 
of  Urseren,  and  following  the  course 
of  the  Reuss,  begins  to  ascend  by  nu- 
merous zigzags  to  the  summit  of  the 
St.  Gothard,  which  may  be  reached 
in  about  2^  hours  from  Hospenthal, 
walking. 

Under  the  name  of  St  Gothard  are 
comprised,  not  merely  the  depression, 
or  col,  over  which  the  road  passes,  but 
a  group  or  clump  of  mountains,  all 
exceeding  in  elevation  the  snow-line, 
situated  oetween  the  cantons  of  Uri, 
Yalais,  Ticino,  and  Grisons;  and  con- 
taining the  sources  of  the  Rhine,  the 
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Bhone,  the  RensB,  and  the  Ticnio,  all 
of  which,  with  iimiimerable  tributaries, 
ri«e  within  a  circle  of  10  miles,  de- 
sonbed  from  the  smmnit  of  the  Pass. 

The  river  Beuss  may  be  said  to  fiiil, 
rather  than  flow,  into  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons.  Between  Urseren  and 
Fliielen  it  descends  3000  feet,  and  be- 
tween Urseren  and  the  top  of  the  Pass 
3000  more,  forming  a  succession  of  cata- 
racts. Near  the  summit  of  the  Pass, 
the  road  crosses  it  for  the  last  time  by 
the  bridge  of  Bodunt,  which  marks 
the  boundary  of  the  cantons  Uri  and 
Ticino.  The  source  of  the  Beuss  is 
in  the  small  lake  of  Luoendro,  a  short 
distance  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
The  summit  of  the  Pass  (6608  feet 
above  the  sea)  is  a  valley,  or  saddle- 
shaped  depression,  in  the  great  granite 
ridge  of  tne  central  chain,  overlooked 
by  snow-clad  peaks  varying  between 
8000  and  10,000  feet  in  height  It  is 
a  scene  of  the  most  complete  sterility 
and  desolation:  the  road  winds  among 
several  other  small  lakes  or  ponds, 
some  of  which  flow  N.,  but  the  greater 
part  are  feeders  of  the  Ticino,  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  Pass.  They  may,  in- 
deed, be  regarded  as  the  head-waters 
of  that  river,  which  gives  its  name  to 
the  canton  Tessin,  or  Ticinow  A  few 
minutes'  walk  below  the  summit  is 
the  Pctt'houae^  and  close  to  it  the 

Hospice,  a  massive  and  roomy 
building,  constructed  at  the  expense 
of  the  canton  Ticino,  which  has  also 
caused  several  houses  of  refuge  to 
be  built,  is  designed  for  the  accom- 
modation of  travellers,  being  fitted 
up  roughly  as  an  inn,  containing 
15  beds,  under  the  management  of 
a  priest.  Attached  to  it  are  ware- 
houses for  goods.  From  Oct.  1, 
1860,  to  Oct.  1, 1861, 14,698  poor  tra- 
vellers were  entertained  at  the  hospice 
at  a  cost  of  1 2,066  fr.  A  very  humble 
hospice  and  a  chajfll  have  existed 
on  this  spot  ever  since  the  13th  cen- 
tury, owing  their  origin  to  the  Abbot 
of  Disentis,  who  stationed  a  monk 
here  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  as 
well  as  physical  wants  of  distressed 
travellers.  In  the  17th  century  St 
Carlo  Borromeo  suggested  the  con- 
struction of  a  hospice  on  a  larger 


scale,  which,  after  his  death,  was  exe- 
cuted by  his  brother.  This  building 
was  swept  away  in  1775  by  an  ava- 
lanche :  another,  which  succeeded  it, 
was  gutted  by  the  French,  while  en- 
camped on  this  spot  in  1799-1800,  and 
every  particle  of  wood  burnt  as  fuel. 
This  older  hospice,  however,  is  still 
kept  up.  It  was  until  lately  the  only 
house  for  the  reception  o/^ travellers 
on  the  summit  There  is  an  /nn,  of 
a  humble  kind,  close  to  the  road. 

The  passage  in  winter  and  spring  is 
by  no  means  free  from  daneer:  the 
snow  is  sometimes  heaped  up  m  drifts 
40  feet  high  on  the  simimit,  and  the 
descent  towards  Airolo  is  much  ex- 
posed at  times  to  tourmentes  and  ava- 
lanches (§  17).  Although  communi- 
cation across  the  pass  is  seldom  in- 
terrupted for  more  than  a  day  or 
two  at  a  time,  ladies  or  deucate 
persons  should  not  attempt  the  pas- 
sage except  during  the  summer  or 
autumn.  A  year  seldom  passes  with- 
out the  loss  of  8  or  4  hres,  and  at 
times  melancholy  catastrophes  have 
occurred.  The  spot  called  Buco  dei 
CaUnchetti  is  so  named  from  a  party 
of  glasiers  from  the  Yal  Caianca, 
who,  persisting  in  pushing  on  from 
the  hospice,  in  spite  of  the  warning^ 
of  the  inmates,  were  buried  here  be- 
neath the  snow.  In  1 478  an  avalanche 
swept  away  a  troop  of  60  Swiss  sol-' 
diers ;  in  1624  another,  which  fell 
from  the  Cassadra,  buried  300  per- 
sons ;  and  one  in  1814  overwhelmed 
40  horses  laden  with  goods.  The 
new  line  of  road  is  carried  as  much  as 
possible  out  of  the  course  of  these 
dangers,  and,  thou&rh  it  is  unprotected 
by  any  covered  galleries,  accidents  of 
tij^  kind  are  more  rare. 

The  descent  towards  Italy  displays 
much  skilful  engineering;  and  the 
difficulties  of  a  slope,  much  steeper  on 
this  side  than  on  tne  other,  have  been 
overcome  by  a  series  of  28  zigzag 
terraces  not  exceeded  in  numbers  and 
tortuous  direction  on  any  other  Alpine 
pass.  They  begin  a  little  beyond  the 
hospice,  and  continue  nearly  all  the 
way  to  Airolo.  The  turnings  are  less 
sharp  than  on  many  other  passes ; 
and  a  carriage  drawn  by  horses  aocus- 
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tomed  to  the  work  may  trot  down  at 
a  quick  pace.  Near  the  uppermost 
zigzag  the  words  Suwarrow  Victor,  in 
large  letters  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
record  the  success  of  the  Kussians  in 
gaining  the  Pass  from  the  French  in 
1799.  It  was  on  this  ascent  that  the 
Russian  grenadiers  were  for  some 
time  arrested  by  Uie  fire  of  the  French 
riflemen  posted  behind  rocks  and 
trees.  The  aged  Suwarrow,  indignant 
at  being  foiled  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life,  caused  a  gra^e  to  be  dug,  and, 
lying  down  in  it,  declared  his  reso- 
lution to  be  buried  on  the  spot  where 
"  his  children  **  had  been  repulsed. 
This  appeal  was  responded  to  by  his 
soldiers  with  warmth,  and,  when  he 
once  more  put  himself  at  their  head, 
they  drove  the  republicans  ^m  their 
position.  The  gully  down  which  the 
road  passes  is  called  Val  Tremola 
(Germ.  Triimmeln  Thal\  Trembling 
Valley,  from  its  supposed  effect  on 
the  nerves  of  those  who  passed  it. 
Since  the  new  road  has  been  made,  its 
terrors,  whatever  they  were  previously, 
have  been  much  softened.  It  is,  how- 
ever, exposed  to  some  danger  from 
avalanches  in  spring.  A  very  pretty 
mineral,  named  from  this  locality, 
where  it  was  first  found,  Tremolite, 
abounds  in  the  rock  of  the  valley,  and 
specimens  of  it  occur  even  in  the  walls 
and  loose  stones  at  the  road-side. 
The  old  road  lay  along  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Ticino  ;  the  new  keeps  on  the  rt. 
side  of  it,  and  before  reaching  Airolo 
makes  many  wide  sweeps  along  the 
flank  of  the  mountain,  up  into  the 
Val  Bedretto,  traversing  the  forest  of 
Piotella,  where  the  slate  rocks  are  full 
of  crystals  of  garnet.  The  view  up 
and  down  the  vale  of  the  Ticino  mo. 
over  the  mountains  on  the  opposite 
side  of  it  is  extremely  fine. 

Airolo  (Germ.  EHels) — Inns:  Post, 
best ;  Tre  Re,  good.  Airolo  lies 
on  the  I.  bank  of  the  Tessin,  near 
the  junction  of  the  branch  flowing 
out  of  the  Val  Bedretto  with  that 
rising  on  the  St.  Gothard.  It  is  3871 
feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  its  inha- 
bitants, both  in  habit  and  language, 
are  Italian.  The  situation  at  the  foot 
of  St.  Gothard,  and  the  consequent 


transit  of  travellers  and  goods,  are  its 
chief  sources  of  prosperity.  It  pos- 
sesses a  relic  of  antiquity :  the  stump 
of  a  tower  called  //  Castello^  and  Casa 
dei  Pagani,  built,  it  is  said,  by  Desi- 
derius  King  of  the  Lombards,  a.d.  774. 
The  Lombard  kings  constructed  a  line 
of  similar  forts  from  this  all  the  way  to 
Como,  many  of  which  will  be  passedf  by 
the  traveller  in  descending  the  valley. 

The  summit  of  the  Pass  may  be 
reached  from  Airolo  by  a  light  carriage 
in  2^  or  3  hrs. ;  a  leader  must  be  taken 
ujp  to  the  Hospice  =»  1^  post  is 
charged ;  by  means  of  the  old  road 
and  short  cuts  a  pedestrian  may 
ascend,  and  even  descend,  in  less  time 
than  a  carriage. 

[Several  mule-paths  meet  at  Ai- 
rolo. 1.  Up  the  Val  Bedretto  to  the 
Niifenen  Pass  (Rte.  63):  2.  By  the 
Uomo  Pass  into  the  Grisons  (Rte.  84)  : 
3.  Into  the  Val  Formazza  by  Hospital 
all'Acqua  (see  Rte.  62):  4.  A  sum- 
mer path,  and  difficult,  ascending  by 
the  N.W.  side  of  the  Val  Canada,  past 
the  beautiful  waterfall  of  Calcaccia  (?), 
and  over  the  Nera  Pass  to  Andermatt. 
The  head  of  the  Val  Canaria  is  occu- 
pied by  a  small  lake;  the  scenery  is 
wild  and  rugged;  and  the  pass,  over 
which  there  is  no  defined  track,  is 
both  steep  and  difficult.} 

At  the  mouth  of  the  picturesque 
glen  of  Stalvedro  is  a  Lombard  tower 
of  King  Desiderius,  near  Quinto. 
This  pass  was  defended  Sept.  1799,  by 
a  body  of  600  French,  against  3000 
grenadiers  of  Suwarrow's^army  for 
12  hrs.,  after  which  they  effected  their 
retreat  over  the  Niifenen  into  the 
Valais.  The  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Ticino  traversed  by  the  road  nrom 
this  to  Biasca  is  called  Vol  I^wentina 
— Lnmen  Thai  in  Germ.  A  few  miles 
lower  down  the  river  threads  another 
defile,  named  after  a  toll-house  within  it 

Dazio  Grfmde^9^  rent  in  the  Monte 
Piottino  (Platifer),  nearly  a  mile  long, 
and  one  of  the  most  picturesque  scenes 
on  the  whole  route.  The  old  carriage - 
road  threaded  the  depths  of  the  gorge, 
supported  for  a  great  part  of  the  way 
on  arches  and  terraces,  and  crossing 
the  river  thrice  on  bridges.  During 
the  storms  of  1834  and  of  1839,  the 
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swollen  Ticino  swept  away  nearly  the 
whole  of  these  costly  constructions. 
A  new  line  is  now  constructed  at  a 
higher  level  above  the  river,  out  of  the 
reach  of  inundations,  to  replace  that 
which  has  been  destroyed ; — a  proof 
of  the  immense  difficulty  of  maintain- 
ing a  road  over  the  Alps.  The  descent 
is  less  rapid  than  the  old  line ;  it  passes 
3  short  tunnels.  On  emer^ng  from 
the  last  of  these  a  waterfall  is  seen  on 
the  rt.  resembling  that  (now  defunct) 
of  the  Felerins  near  Chamouni, — a 
shoot  of  water  projected  forwards  and 
upwards. 

Chestnut-trees  first  appear  soon 
after  quitting  the  defile  of  l>azio,  and 
vines  are  cultivated  at 

Faido  —  (^Tmns  :  Angelo,  good  ; — 
Sole) — the  principal  place  in  the  val- 
ley, a  small  town  of  615  Inhab. 

There  is  a  pretty  waterfaU  of  the 
Pivmegna  opposite  Faido,  worth  visit- 
ing, especifuly  the  upper  fall,  a  short 
w^  from  the  inn. 

A  revolt  of  the  people  of  the  Yal 
Leventina,  in  1755,  against  their  ty- 
rannical lords  and  masters  the  cow- 
herds of  Uri,  to  whom  they  had  been 
subject  since  the  15th  century,  was 
terminated  on  this  spot  by  the  execu- 
tion of  the  ringleaders,  whose  heads 
were  fastened  to  the  trunks  of  the 
vast  chestnut-trees,  in  the  presence 
of  3000  men  of  the  valley.  The  troops 
of  the  Confederation  had  previously 
surrounded  and  disarmed  this  ill- 
starred  band  of  rebels,  and  afterwards 
compelled  them,  on  bended  knees,  to 
sue  ror  mercy.  The  revolt  was,  perhaps, 
not  to  be  justified  ;  but  one  thinr  at 
least  is  certain,  that  the  fireedom  which 
had  been  the  boast  of  the  Swiss  repub- 
licans was,  down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  denied  by  them  to  the  states 
dependent  on  them,  who  groaned  under 
a  bondage  more  intolerable  than  that 
of  any  monarchical  despotism! 

A  footpath  runs  from  Faido  over 
the  Lukmanier  TRte.  85)  to  Disentis. 

Through  a  highly  cultivated  tract 
the  road  reaches  another  fine  defile 
full  of  chestnut-trees. 

(Homioo  (Germ.  Imis :  Irms^  H.  du 
Cer^  clean ;  La  Corona,  dirty),  a 
vUlage  of  700  Inhab.    A  high  tower: 

{Bmtz.-\ 


the  C%.  of  Santa  Maria  di  Castello^ 
whose  substructure  is  said  to  exhi- 
bit traces  of  a  fort,  attributed  to 
the  Gauls  (?);  and  the  Ch.  of  San 
Nicholas  da  Mira,  regarded  by  the 
vulgar  as  originally  a  neathen  temple. 
Bom  these  churches  are  certainly  ex- 
amples of  the  earliest  form  of  Christian 
buildings,  and  hiffhly  deserve  the  at- 
tention of  the  architect  and  antiquary. 
**  Service  is  not  performed  in  St. 
Nicholas,  though  it  is  kept  in  repair. 
The  architecture  is  of  the  rudest  Ro- 
manesque style,  and  the  £.  end  offers, 
perhaps,  the  most  unaltered  specimen 
of  the  choir  raised  upon  substructions 
that  can  hardly  be  called  a  crypt, 
found  in  the  ancient  Lombard 
churches  of  Italy,  distinguished  by 
staircases,  whereas  it  here  subsists  in 
its  primitive  form.  The  whole  neigh- 
bourhood is  exceedingly  picturesque, 
and  deserving  at  least  of  quite  as 
much  attention  as  many  places  which 
enjoy  much  more  extended  reputa- 
tion.— P.  The  number  and  height 
of  the  church-towers  on  the  side  of 
the  Alps,  even  on  spots  where  wealth 
and  population  appear  most  scanty,- 
are  among  the  most  striking  features 
of  this  country.  Instead  of  being  sur- 
mounted by  spires,  as  in  the  &man 
Catholic  valleys  of  the  neighbouring 
Grisons,  they  are  here  piled  story  upon 
story  in  the  Italian  fitsnion,  sometimes 
reacnin|f  even  to  an  eighth  tier,  and 
ending  m  a  ridge  roof. 

Halfway  to 

Bodio  (ihn :  Post),  a  heap  of  large 
rocks  (Sassi  Grossi)  serves  as  a  monu- 
ment of  the  victory  gained  here  in  1478 
over  the  Milanese  by  the  Swiss,  who 
had  made  a  foray  across  the  St  Gotbard 
as  far  as  Bellinzona,  under  pretext  of 
redressing  the  injury  done  by  the 
Milanese,  in  having  felled  some  trees 
belonging  to  canton  Uri*  The  winter 
had  set  in  with  severity,  and  the  main 
body  of  the  Swiss  had  returned  across 
the  pass  with  their  plunder,  leaving 
behind  only  about  600  men  under 
Captains  Stranga  of  Giomico,  and 
Troger  of  Uri.  The  Milanese,  1 5,000 
strong,  pressed  forward  to  expel  the 
highland  invaders,  who,  resorting  to 
stratagem  to  counteract  the  prepon-^ 
a 


122 


BOUTE  34. — BLABCA.      BELLINZONA. 


8eci.I. 


d^ftranoe  of  numbers,  laid  the  flat  land 
in  this  part  of  the  vallej  under  water, 
and,   placing    themselves  behind   it, 
awaited  (heir  enemies  at  the  foot  of 
Home  rocks.     In  the  course  of  the  j 
night  the  water  froae  hard,  and  next  I 
morning,   while  the  adyance  of  the  ! 
Italians  across  the  ice  was  naturally 
slow  and  falterine,  the  Swiss,  accus-  I 
tomed  to  cross  tneir  native  glaciers,  i 
rushed  down  upon  them  in  a  furious  ; 
charge,  and  at  once  put  them  to  the  i 
rout.    Their  confusion  was  increased  { 
by  vast  masses  of  rock  hurled  f^om  . 
the  clifife  above  by  parties  stationed  ■ 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  slaughter  was  | 
enormous.  According  to  some  accounts  | 
1400,  according  to  others  4000,  of  the  . 
Milanese  fell  on  this  occasion.  | 

The  Yal  Leventina  terminates  a  i 
little  beyond  PoUeeio,  at  the  junction  { 
of  the  Blegno.  After  crossmg  that  | 
xiver  the  traveller  reaches  i 

Biasca  (Inn:  Union,  poor  and  | 
slovenly),  which  also  contams  a  very 
ancient  church,  situated  on  the  slope  i 
of  the  hilL  A  chain  of  chapels,  or  j 
Via  Crucis,  leads  from  it  up  to  the  | 
Chapel  of  St.  Fetronilla,  whence  there 
is  a  pleasing  view.  I 

In  1512  an  earthquake  shook  down  j 
Arom  the  mountain  of  Yal  Crenone,  i 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Val  Blegno, 
so  vast  a  mass  of  earth  and  rock  that 
it  arrested  the  course  of  the  river,  and 
extended  high  up  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  valley.  For  nearly  two  years, 
so  great  was  the  strength  of  this  dam 
that  the  waters  accumulated  behind  it 
into  a  lake  many  miles  in  extent,  in- 
undating numerous  villages,  and  driv- 
ing out  the  inhabitants  by  the  rising 
flood.  At  length,  in  1514,  it  began  to  | 
flow  over  the  barrier,  which,  being  i 
thus  loosened  and  weakened,  suddenly  < 
gave  way  about  Easter.  The  deluge 
thus  occasioned  swept  off  everything 
before  it — towns,  villages,  houses,  and 
trees,  as  far  as  Bellinzona  (a  part  of 
which  was  destroyed),  and  the  Lago 
Maggiore.  The  accumulated  debris 
of  rocks  and  mud  which  it  earried 
down  with  it  covered  the  cultivated 
Uuid  with  desolation,  and  marks  of 
the  ruin  thus  caused  may  be  still 
traced    along   the   valley.     Various 


causes,  conformable  with  the  super- 
stitious notions  of  the  times,  were  as- 
signed for  this  catastrophe.  Some 
attributed  it  to  the  vengeance  of  God 
against  the  sins  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Biasca,  called  forth  by  the  power  of  a 
Pajpal  Brief ;  others  traced  it  to  the 
iniiuenoe  of  "certain  ma^cians  from 
Armenia."  It  is  satlsnictorily  ac- 
counted for  b^  the  supposition  of  an 
earthquake,  since  at  the  same  time  a 
similar  fall  took  place  from  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  mountain,  wnich 
buried  the  village  of  Campo  Bagnino, 
in  the  Val  Calanka. 

1^  m.  from  Biasca  our  road  falls  into 
that  from  the  pass  of  the  Bemardin 
(Rte.  91). 

Below  the  junction  of  the  rivers 
Moesa  and  Ticino  stands  Arbedo, 
memorable  in  history  for  the  severe 
defeat  which  the  Swiss  sustained 
here  from  the  Milanese,  commanded 
by  the  celebrated  generab  Delia  Per- 
grola  and  Carmagnola,  in  1422.  Near 
the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  called  Chiesa 
Rossa,  from  its  red  colour,  2000  Swiss 
lie  buried  under  3  large  mounds,  still 
distinguishable.  Defeat  was  at  that 
period  so  unusual  to  the  Swiss,  even 
trom  a  greatly  superior  force,  that 
they  retired  across  the  Alps  abashed 
and  discouraged. 

The  distant  aspect  of  Bellinsona, 
surrounded  by  battlemented  walls, 
which  once  stretched  quite  across 
the  valley,  and  overhung  by  no  less 
than  3  feudal  castles,  is  exceedingly 
imposing  and  picturesque.  It  looks 
as  though  it  still  commanded,  as  it 
once  did,  the  passage  of  the  valley. 
The  luxuriance  of  vegetation,  and 
the  magnificent  forms  of  the  moun- 
tains'around,  complete  the  gprandeur 
of  the  picture. 

Bellinzona  (Germ.  Bellensf), — Inns: 
Angelo,  clean  and  good;  Hdtel  de 
ViUe,  very  fair  and  reasonable. 

Bellinsona,  situated  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Ticino,  here  restrained  by  a 
long  stone  dam  (Tondo  Ripario),  and 
crossed  by  a  bridge  of  14  arches,  con- 
tains 2361  Inhab.,  and  is  one  of  the 
3  chief  towns  of  the  canton  Tessin, 
and  becomes  the  seat  of  government 
alternately  with  Lugano  and  Locarno, 
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for  6  years  together.  The  view  of  it 
in  approaching  is  very  striking,  owing 
to  the  3  old  castles  which  rise  above 
it,  and  still  seem  to  bar  all  passagie. 
Within,  it  has  all  the  character  of  an 
Italian  town  in  its  narrow  and  dirty 
streets,  and  in  the  arcades  whicn 
mn  nnder  its  houses.  It  stretches 
across  the  valley  to  the  river,  so  that 
the  only  passage  up  or  down  lies 
through  its  sates.  It  is  still  a  place 
of  commercial  importance  as  an  entre- 
pot for  the  merchandise  of  Germany 

•  and  Italy — situated  as  it  is  at  the 
union  of  4  roads — from  the  St. 
Gothard,  the  Bemardin,  from  Lu- 
gano, and  from  Locarno,  on  the  Lago 
Maggiore.  It  is  of  still  greater 
military  consequence,  as  the  key  of 
the  passage  from  Lombardy  into 
Germany,  and  has  been  strength* 
ened  by  modern  fortifications.  It  be- 
came the  fruitful  cause  of  intrigue, 
contest,  and  bloodshed,  between  the 
crafty  Italians  and  the  encroaching 
Swiss.  The  latter  first  obtained  pos- 
session of  it,  and  of  the  Val  Leven- 
tina,  by  a  nominal  barg^n  of  2400 
florins  paid  to  the  lord  of  Misox,  and 
they  obtained  from  the  Empr.  Sigis- 
mond  a  confirmation  of  their  title. 
The  Duke  of  Milan,  Philip  Maria  Vis- 
conti,  whose  ancestors  had  lost  this 
territory,  by  no  means  acquiesced  in 
this  transfer,  and,  seizing  a  favourable 
opportunity,  surprised  the  Swiss  gar- 
rison of  Bellinzona  by  a  Milanese 
force  under  Delia  Pergola,  and  took 
possession  of  the  town  and  valley.  It 
was  this  event  which  led  to  the  battle 
of  Arbedo,  in  which  the  Swiss  re- 
ceived so  severe  a  check.  They 
afterwards  twice  gained  possession  of 
Bellinzona  and  its  subject  valleys  by 
hard  fighting,  •«  by  the  help  of  God 
and  their  halberts,^  as  they  boastingly 
proclaimed,  first  from  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  and  next  from  the  Prench,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIL,  obtained 
temporary  possession  of  these  val- 
leys. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  16th  to 
the  end  of  the  1 8th  century,  the  Swiss 
maintained  uninterrupted  possession 

of  Bellinzona,  governing  its  territory 
as  a  state  subject  to  the  cantons,  wil^  a 


rule  as  tyrannic  as  that  of  the  absolute 
dukes  of  Milan,  their  predecessors. 
Since  1814  it  forms  part  of  the  canton 
Ticino,  or  Tessin. 

The  three  picturesque  Castles  which 
still  seem  to  domineer  over  the  town, 
though  partly  in  ruins,  were  the  resi- 
dence of  the  3  Swiss  bailiffb  deputed 
to  govern  the  district,  and  were  occu- 
pied by  a  garrison,  and  armed  with 
some  pieces  of  cannon.  The  largest, 
called  Castello  Grande,  or  San  Michele, 
on  an  isolated  hill  to  the  W.  of  the  town, 
belonged  to  canton  Uri,  and  now  serves 
as  an  arsenal  and  prison,  and  there  is 
a  fine  view  from  it.  In  a  tall  tower 
are  confined  the  prisoners  who  are 
condemned  to  imprisonment  for  life 
for  murder.  The  other  prisoners  are 
in  chains,  but  do  not  seem  unhappy : 
1  fr.  will  procure  admission  to  tne 
prison  and  view.  Of  the  two  castles 
on  the  E.  the  lower  one,  Castello  di 
Mezxo,  belonged  to  canton  Schwytz, 
and  the  highest  of  all,  Castello  CorbariOj 
to  Unterwalden  ;  they  ate  boUi  unoc- 
cupied. 

There  remains  little  else  to  parti- 
cularise here.  The  principal  Church, 
in  the  square,  is  a  handsome  modem 
building  faced  with  white  marble,  and 
has  a  pulpit  ornamented  with  histori- 
cal bas-reliefs.  There  are  several  con- 
vents here.  The  Ch.  of  3,  Biaggio  (St. 
Blaize),  in  the  suburb  Bavecchia,  out- 
side the  Lugano  gate,  is  said  to  be 
very  ancient  A  lew  hours  of  Bellin- 
zona are  quite  enough,  and  Locarno 
is  a  more  pleasant  place,  and  the  inn 
as  good. 

From  Bellinzona  the  traveller  has 
the  choice  of  two  roads  to  Milan  :  by 
the  Lago  Maggiore  (Rte.  Ill),  or 
by  the  Lago  di  Lugano  (Rte.  115). 
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ROUTE  36. 

LAUTEBBBUNNEN  OB  MOBBEN  TO  KIP- 
PEL  OB  K ANDERSTEO,  BT  THE  TSCHIN  - 
OEL  OLACIEB. 

The  passage  of  the  Tschingel  gla- 
cier has  deservedly  come  into  great 
repute  among  Alpine  travellers  during 
the  last  few  years.  The  pass,  espe- 
cially the  descent  into  the  Lotsch 
Thai,  is  somewhat  difficult,  and  none 
of  the  recognised  precautions  for 
glacier  traveUing  should  be  omitted. 
If  these  be  duty  taken,  with  good 
guides,  there  is  no  daneer.  A  good 
walker  may  easily  perform  the  dis- 
tance, either  to  Kippel  or  Kandersteg, 
in  1  day  from  Lauterbrunnen;  but 
both  in  order  to  get  earW  on  the 
glacier,  and  to  leave  time  mr  enjoy- 
mg  the  scenery,  which  is  of  the 
grandest  character,  it  is  advisable  to 
sleep  at  the  chalet  on  the  Steinberg 
Alp.  Thi3  arran^ment  gives  the 
traveller  time  to  enjoy  the  scenery  of 
the  upper  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen, 
and  visit  the  fall  of  the  Schmadri- 
bach  on  the  preceding  day,  and  a 
guide  may  be  sent  on  to  the  Stelnbei^ 
ch&let  to  prepare  the  supper. 

From  Lauterbrunnen  to  the  Steinherg 
Alp  is  a  walk  of  3  hrs.,  with  a  tolerable 

Sath,  the  latter  part  steep,  but  not 
ifficuU.  From  Murren  it  takes  rather 
less  time  bv  a  pleasant  path  alon^ 
the  hill-side,  passing  a  deserted 
silver-mine.  The  chluet  was  of  the 
smallest  dimensions,  scarcely  allow- 
ing space  for  more  than  2  travellers 
to  stretch  themselves  on  the  floor, 
while  the  guides  and  herdsmen  stowed 
themselves  away  in  a  half-open  hay- 
loft; but  a  more  commodious  shed  has 
lately  been  completed.  The  £.  side  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  Tsohingel  glacier 
is  reached  at  a  point  about  1  m.  from 
the  ch&let.  Immediately  above  this  the 
glacier  descends  a  steep  rocky  slope, 
making  at  the  same  time  a  bend, 
whose  convex  side  is  to  the  E.  As  the 


glacier  itself  is  quite  impracticable,  it 
IS  necessary  to  reach  its  upper  level 
by  climbing  the  rocks  on  the  western 
or  concave  side.  At  the  part  nearest 
to  the  bend  of  the  glacier  these  do  not 
appear  ver^  steep,  but  a  little  lower 
down,  and  imm^ately  opposite  the 
point  at  which  the  traveller  first  ap- 
proaches the  glacier,  they  appear  im- 
practicable; in  one  place,  indeed,  ab- 
solutely perpendicular.  A  practise 
mountaineer  will,  however,  not  foil  to 
remark  that  the  rocks  near  the  glacier 
have  aU  their  edges  rounded,  and  their 
surface  smoothed,  and  he  will  gene- 
rally see  some  loose  blocks  of  ice 
lying  at  their  base.  Either  indica- 
tion is  enough  to  show  him  that  the 
spot  is  one  which  must  be  carefully 
avoided.  Even  if  there  were  no 
danger,  the  smooth  rocks  are  far 
more  difficult  to  climb  than  the 
steeper,  but  rougher,  rocks  opposite. 
But  this  is  one  of  the  spots,  common 
in  the  high  Alps,  where  blocks  of  ice 
detached  from  the  edge  of  an  upper 
glacier  fall  at  intervals  over  the  rocks. 
There  is  but  little  chance  of  life  for 
one  who  finds  himself  in  the  track  of 
one  of  these  falling  blocks. 

The  passage  of  the  glacier  presents 
no  difficulty,  care  Ming  taken  to 
keep  well  out  of  the  range  of  the  ice- 
blodcs,  whose  scattered  fnigments  tra- 
vel some  way  over  its  surface.  A  steep 
bank  of  shattered  slate  on  the  W. 
bank  of  the  glacier  sometimes  ap- 
pears difficult  to  unpractised  travel* 
lers.  Above  this  is  the  very  steep 
face  of  rock  called  the  TscMngel  Tritt, 
which  is  ordinarily  considered  to  be 
the  main  difficulty  of  this  route.  It 
is  not  more  than  about  30  ft.  high, 
and  the  goatherds  and  other  natives 
are  accustomed  to  place  the  trunk  of 
a  pine-tree  leaning  against  the  rock, 
so  as  to  serve  as  a  ru<te  ladder.  This, 
however,  is  constantly  broken,  or 
carried  away  by  avalanches,  so  that 
it  more  commonly  happens  that  the 
traveller  has  to  ascend  by  climbing 
the  rock.  As  this  is  rough,  and  gives 
good  hold  both  for  feet  and  hands,  an 
experienced  cragsman  finds  no  parti- 
cular difficulty;  out  the  euides  never 
fail  to  give  abundant,  and  even  super- 
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flnons  uflistance,  while  they  often 
neglect  the  necessary  precaution  of 
the  rope,  against  the  more  real,  bat 
not  apparent,  dangers  of  the  upper 
glacier. 

Above  the  Tschingel  Tntt  the  as- 
eent  continues  for  some  distance  up 
rather  steep  slopes,  till  about  2  hrs. 
from  the  chftlet  the  passage  of  the 
upper  glacier  commences.  If  not 
pressed  for  time,  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  make  a  slight  detour 
(scarcely  ^  an  hr.)  to  the  Oamschi" 
lucke^  an  opening  in  the  ridge  on  the 
rt,  OYerlooking  the  Kien  Tnal  (Rte. 
S6\  and  beyond  it  the  plain  of  Switz- 
erland and  the  distant  range  of  the 
Jura.  A  portion  of  the  panorama 
from  this  point  of  yiew  is  published 
in  M.  Gottlieb  Stnder*s  'Topogra- 
phische  Mittheilungen.' 

In  about  2^  hrs.,  ascending  to  the 
S.W.  over  the  glacier,  the  cof  or  pass 
is  reached,  between  the  Muthhom,  a 
dome-shaped  summit,  rising  in  the 
midst  of  the  TschinQ;el  glacier,  and 
the  FraUf  or  BlUmlis  Alp,  which  forms 
the  northern  barrier  of  its  upper 
plateau. 

At  this  point  the  routes  to  Kippel 
and  Kanderstee  diverge.  In  the  di- 
rection which  the  track  has  hitherto 
followed,  the  snow  sinks  towards  the 
S.W.  into  a  glacier  valley  lying  be- 
tween the  Blumlis  Alp  and  the  com- 
paratively low  and  uniform  range 
which  extends  from  the  Tschingel- 
hom  to  the  Balmhom  and  Altels. 
Over  thia  latter  range,  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  Berne  and  Yalais, 
lies  the  route  to  Kippel,  in  the  Lotsch 
Thai. 

A  short  descent,  followed  by  a  new 
ascent  over  moderate  slopes  of  ntfve 
in  a  direction  nearly  due  S.,  leads  in 
about  an  hour  to  the  summit,  here 
called  the  Feter'i  Grot,  One  wide 
crevasse  is  passed  near  the  top,  but 
the  e^lacier  shows  no  others.  The 
trareiler  should,  however,  recollect, 
though  the  guides  often  for^t  it, 
that  precaution  on  the  upper  glaciers 
is  most  needed  when  no  oanger  is  ap- 
parent. Let  a  party  be  securely  tied 
together,  and  they  may  go  pretty 
nearly  where  they  please.  The  summit 


of  the  rid^re  is  somewhat  abore  10,000 
ft.  in  heidit,  and  commands  a  mag- 
nificent view;  one  too,  which  is  new 
to  most  Alpine  travellers.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  ntuid  ranees  of  snowy 
mountains  which  have  oeen  in  view 
throughout  the  ascent,  the  traveller 
now  finds  himself  exactly  opposite  to 
the  chain  whose  two  extremities  are 
the  Aletschhom  and  the  Nesthorn, 
and  which  separates  the  Ldtschthal 
from  the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The 
mean  height  of  this  magnificent  range 
probably  exceeds  12,000  ft  in  height, 
and  the  Nesthorn  or  Bietachhwn  from 
every  point  of  view  is  a  most  striking 
and  attractive  object.  The  ascent  of 
this  peak,  which  probably  commands 
the  nnest  panoramic  view  to  be  found 
in  the  entire  range  of  the  Alps,  unless 
that  of  the  Aletschhom  be  preferred 
to  it,  was  first  effected  in  1859,  by  the 
Bev.  Leslie  Stephen,  with  2  or  3 
guides. 

The  broad  snow-coverod  ridge  of 
the  Peter's  Grat  throws  out  several 
arms  of  glacier  which  descend  into  as 
many  lateral  valleys  or  glens  of  the 
Lotschthal.  The  usual  course  is  to 
follow  the  £.  side  of  the  glacier  which 
descends  nearly  due  S.  m>m  the  point 
at  which  the  summit  of  the  ridge  is 
first  attained.  The  slope,  at  first 
gentle,  soon  becomes  more  steep.  The 
glacier  varies  extremely  accoraing  to 
the  season  and  the  state  of  the  snow. 
It  is  sometimes  easy  enough,  some- 
times decidedly  difficult.  At  aJl  times 
beware  of  concealed  crevasses.  In 
descending  the  grand  views  of  the 
surrounding  peaks  are  for  a  time  con- 
cealed, and  their  place  supplied  by 
some  wild  rock  scenery  in  tne  steep 
and  narrow  glen  through  which  a 
torrent  rushes  to  join  the  Lonsa  in 
the  main  valley  below.  In  descend- 
ing a  barrier  of  rocks  below  the  end 
of  the  glacier  keep  carefully  to  the 
track  which  is  known  to  the  guides  ; 
there  is  no  other  practicable  way. 

Where  the  path  emerges  into  the 
Lotschthal  there  a  fine  -view  of  the 
Nesthorn,  and  of  the  great  glacier 
which  closes  in  the  upper  end  of  the 
valley,  [over  which  hes  the  glacier 
route   to  the  JBggischhom   by  the 
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LotaohBattel  (Rte.  60).  At  the  imme- 
diate foot  of  the  pa89>  at  Flatten,  ac- 
commodation may  be  had  at  the  house 
of  the  curd ;  or  similarly,  \\  hr.  fur- 
ther at  Kippel.  This  pass  is  some- 
times made  by  takine  the  Peter's  G^t 
at  a  point  farther  W.,  and  descending 
into  the  Lotschthal  by  the  W.  side  of 
the  tributary  glacier.  In  deciding 
the  route  it  is  best  to  rely  on  the  locfu 
knowledge  of  the  guides.  In  a  favour- 
able condition  of  3ie  glacier  the  pass 
fi'om  the  Steinberg  Alp  to  Flatten  may 
be  made  in  8i  hrs.,  but  it  may  require 
1  or  2  hrs.  more. 

Detceni  to  Aomfersiev/.— From  the 
col,  at  which  the  two  routes  diverge, 
which  forms  the  proper  limit  between 
the  Tschingel  and  Zander  Glaciers, 
the  neve  at  first  inclines  with  a  gentle 
slope  towards  the  Oatteren  Thai.  This 
gpradually  becomes  steeper,  and  after 
an  hour*s  descent  the  increasing 
width  of  the  crevasses  makes  it  ne- 
cessary to  quit  the  glacier  for  the 
rocks  on  its  S.  or  L-hand  bank.  Here 
there  is  a  spring,  at  which  it  is  usual 
to  halt  for  refreshment.  A  steep 
and  rough  descent  without  serious 
difficulty,  and  a  short  passage  over  the 
lower  end  of  the  glacier,  lead  in  2^  or 
3  hrs.  from  the  summit  to  the  highest 
chalets  of  the  Oaateren  Thai,  The 
scenery  of  this  wild  and  savage  valley 
is  of  the  highest  order,  and  well 
deserves  an  excursion  from  Kan- 
dersteg  by  those  who  do  not  cross 
the  pass.  A  tolerable  track,  used  by 
the  herdsmen,  leads  in  2  hrs.  from  the 
ch&lets,  sometimes  called  Gasteren- 
dorf,  or  Im  Selden,  where  milk,  cheese, 
and,  in  case  of  need,  hay  to  sleep 
upon,  may  be  obtained,  to  Kandersteg 
(Bte.  37).  Time,  about  9  hrs.  from  the 
Steinberg  chalet,  exclusive  of  the 
detour  to  the  Gamschiliicke  and  of 
stoppages.  The  Laueners  of  Lauter- 
brunnen  are  excellent  guides.  J. 
Kronig  is  also  well  spoken  of.  In  the 
Lotschthal  Joseph  Appener  is  well 
known  and  reoommendeid. 


ROUTE  36. 

LAUTERBRUmrEN  OR  MttRRBN  TO  KAK* 
DERSTEO,  BT  THB  PABSfiS  OF  THE 
SBEVIKEN  FURKE,  AND  DiJNDEnORAT. 

This  path  is  not  practicable  for 
mules,  but  there  is  probably  no  route 
among  the  Alps  so  free  from  danger, 
which  leads  through  such  a  succession 
of  magnificent  scenery.  The  two 
passes,  however,  if  taken  in  one  day, 
make  it  very  laborious,  and  the  de- 
scent into  the  valley  of  Oeschinen  is 
awkward  after  dark;  the  traveller, 
however  good  a  walker  he  may  be, 
will  do  well  to  allow  himself  14  hrs. 
of  daylight. 

On  leaving  Lauterbrunnen  there  is 
a  choice  of  routes:  one  by  the  valley^ 
following  the  char-road  to  Stechel- 
berg,  and  then  turning  to  the  right  up 
the  course  of  the  stream  which  drains 
the  Seefinen  Thai;  the  other  plan, 
which  is  in  many  respects  preferable, 
is  to  mount  from  Lauterbrunnen  to 
Miirren  ^Rte.  25  b),  and  sleep  there, 
starting  in  good  time  on  the  following 
morning.  The  track  mounts  for  some 
distance  beyond  Miirren,  in  order  to 
turn  the  flank  of  a  ridge  which  de- 
scends here  from  the  S^hilthom  on 
the  rU  This  brings  the  tourist  to  a 
position  right  oftposite  the  Jungfrau, 
at  about  the  height  of  the  Wengern 
Alp,  but  with  a  view  still  more  mag- 
nificent. The  great  chain  of  Alps 
from  the  Wetterhom  to  the  Breithom 
is  in  front,  its  continuation  through 
the  Tschingel  Horn  to  the  westward, 
as  also  the  Frau,  being  from  this 
point  of  view  shut  out  by  the  nearer 
precipices  of  the  Gspaltenhom.  Still 
farther  to  the  west  is  visible  the 
Furke;  and  descending  from  it,  the 
torrent  and  the  valley  of  the  Seefinen. 
The  ground  slopes  rapidly  away  from 
the  foot  down  to  the  depths  of  the  Am- 
merten  Thai  The  Jungfrau  is  from 
this  point  of  view,  and  from  this  alone, 
measured  in  one  glance  from  the  snow 
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on  her  summit  to  the  leyel  road  at  her  I 
fieet:  in  a  word,  of  her  13,718  ft  of  | 
iJtitude,  more  than  10,000  rise  at  once 
in  precipices  before  the  eye.      The  ' 
track  now  winds  away  along  the  slope  I 
of  the  mountain,  and  falls  in  with  the  I 
vallej  path  just  at  the  foot  of  the  I 
pass.     This  Furke  is  a  very  remark- 
able depression  between  the  Schilt-  I 
horn  and  Gspaltenhom;  and  an  enor-  I 
mous  buttress  of  the  latter  here  turns  I 
the  direction  of  the  route  from  W.  to  ' 
S.W.     The  ascent  is  rather  steep,  but  I 
the  ground  \9  favourable,  and  clear  of  . 
snow;  which  lies,  however,  in  long 
slopes  to  the  left    The  view  from  the 
summit  (height  8572  fL)  is  very  fine, 
including  the  Faolhom,  and  below  it 
the  Wengern  Alp  and  its  hotel,  which 
is  easily  discernible.     The  upper  part 
of  the  Kien  Thai  is  seen  to  the  L, 
filled  up    by  the  Gamschi    glacier, 
over  wmch  it  is  said  to  be  possible 
to  gain  the  level  of  the  Tschingel, 
through  the  opening  called  the  Gam- 
schiliicke  (Rte.  35).    The  descent  into 
the    Kien.    Thai  requires    rather   an 
awkward   circuit,  which  leads  to  a 
long  slope    of  slate    debris,  requir- 
ing caution  to  avoid  a  slip.  Next  suc- 
ceeds a  long  slope  of  snow,  and  then 
the  g^reen  sward.   The  route  taken  by 
the  ffuides  leads  to  a  bridge  near  tlie 
hamlet  of  Tschingel,  so  low  down  the 
yalley  as  to  increase  considerably  the 
toil  of  the  next  ascent;  and  if  the 
tourist  is  fati^ed,  or  the  sun  much 
past  the  meridian,  he  wlU  do  well 
either    to    make    up    his    mind    to 
sleep  at  some  ch^ets  near  the  head 
of  the  Kien  Thai,  or  else  to  take 
the    opportunity    which    here    pre- 
sents itself  of  descending  to  the  char- 
road  at  Beichenbach.    The  ascent  of 
the  ridge  separating  the  Kien  Thai 
from  the  Oeschinen  Thai,  called  the 
DUnderypraty  is   steep,  but  over  good 
ground,  and  a  view  is  soon  obtained 
of   the   pyramidal   Niesen,  and   the 
lake  of  Thun  beyond  it    Near  the 
top   it    becomes  rather   rough,  and 
the  stones  are  succeeded  by  a  bed  of 
snow,  which  adds  a  eood  deal  to  the 
&tigue  of  the  last  half-hour  of  ascent: 
from  the  snow  to  the  top  of  the  ridge 
is  but  one  step,  and  the  next  is  down- 


hill. Here  a  new  scene  of  magni- 
ficence opens.  The  glittering  Frau, 
which  is  here  ^uito  close,  with  a  triple 
glacier  streaming  down  from  her  side 
into  the  g^lfo  beneath,  and  farther  off 
the  Doldenhom,  and  the  beautiful  lake 
of  Oeschinen  encompassed  by  it,  form 
a  scene  unparalleled  in  the  Alps; 
though  resembling  in  some  of  its 
features  the  lake  and  glacier  scenery 
near  the  summit  of  the  Maloya.  The 
descent  irom  the  high  pastures  to  the 
level  of  the  lake  is  practicable  only  by 
one  route,  where  a  path  has  been  cut 
in  steps  here  and  there  along  the  faces 
of  the  rocks.  The  path  leads  along 
the  W.  shore  of  the  lake  through  a 
pine  wood  beyond  it,  in  about  2  hrs^ 
to  the  village  and  inn  of  Kandersteg. 
From  MUrren  to  Kandersteg  is  about 
10  hrs.  walk  exclusive  of  stoppages. 
Kandersteg  (see  Rte.  37). 


ROUTE  37. 

PASS   OF    THE    OEMHI,    THUN  TO    THIS 

BATHS  OF  LEUE   (LOiCHS),  ASTD  TO 
LETTB:  in  THE  yAI.AI8. 

Standen.  Eug.  m. 

Thnn  to  Frntigen  .     .     .     .    4f  .    14 

Fnitigen  to  Kandersteg  .     .    2|  .      8 

Kandersteg  to  Scbwareobach     2l  .      8 

8ch  warenbuch  to  Leukerbad  •    21  .      8 

Leukerbad  to  Leuk    .     .     .    2|  .      8 


16 


46 


Carriage  from  Thun  to  Frutigen, 
20  fr.,  2  fr.  bonnemain.  Dil.  3  hrs., 
2  fr.  20.  A  pleasanter  route  is  to 
take  the  steamboat  to  Spietz  a  very 
pretty  place,  near  which  is  a  good 
country  fnn,  Schonegg.  Hence  a  walk 
of  10  miles  throu^  fields  leads  to 
Frutigen.  A  carnage  may  usually 
be  obtained   at  Spietz.     uhar  from 
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Frutigen  to  Eandersteg  with  bonne- 
main,  8  fr.  50.  Horse  to  Leukerbad, 
20  fr.     To  Dauben  See,  10  fr. 

[In  approaching  the  Gemmi  from 
Interlaken  the  high  road  to  Than  is 
left  a  little  beyond  Leissingen,  and  a 
char-road  mounts  the  hill  to  JJ'Jschi 
(see  further),  and  descends  from  thenne 
to  MiihUnen,  about  4  leagues  from  In- 
terlaken. Pedestrians  may  make  a 
short  cut.3 

The  Gemmi  (pronounced  Ghemmi) 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  passes 
across  the  Alps.  Its  scenery  is,  per- 
haps, extraordinary  rather  than  grand, 
There  is  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  side  whence  it  is  best  approached. 
There  is  a  good  char-road  for  a  mile 
and  a  half  beyond  Kandersteg,  to  the 
K.  foot  of  the  pass :  the  pass  itself, 
and  the  space  between  it  and  the 
Baths,  can  only  be  surmounted  on 
foot  or  on  horseback. 

The  first  part  of  the  route  lies 
along  the  beautiful  shores  of  the 
lake  of  Thun.  Near  the  tall  tower 
of  Strattlingen  it  crosses  the  Eander 
by  a  lofty  bridge.  That  river  ori- 
gmally  avoided  the  lake  altogether, 
and,  flowing  for  some  distance  pa- 
rallel to  it,  behind  the  hill  of  Stratt- 
lingen, joined  the  Aar  below  Thun, 
Owinf  to  the  Quantity  of  mud  and 
gravel  which  it  Drought  with  it,  and 
the  slight  inclination  of  its  channel 
in  this  part  of  its  course,  it  converted 
the  surrounding  district  into  an  un- 
healthy marsh,  and  gave  rise  to  a 
project,  which  was  executed  in  1714 
at  the  expense  of  the  canton,  of  turn- 
ing the  nver  into  the  lake  of  Thun. 
This  was  effected  by  cutting  a  canal, 
3000  ft  long,  and  272  ft.  broad,  into 
which  the  river  was  turned;  and 
which,  seen  from  the  bridge  in  cross- 
ing, has  much  the  appearance  of  a 
natural  ravine.  By  this  change  of 
course  the  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
Aar  has  been  drained  and  made  pro- 
fitable, while  the  deposit  of  sand  and 
stones  brought  down  bv  the  river  into 
the  lake  has  so  accumulated  as  to  form 
a  delta  around  its  mouth,  extending 
already  nearly  a  mile  from  the  shore 
and  annually  increasing. 

Wyler  (5  m,  fix)m  Thun)  [a  road 


I  turns  1.  up  to  the  village  of  AetchL 
]  The  ascent  of  ^  hr.  will  be  well  re- 
I  paid  by  the  view  from  the  churchyard. 
I  At  your  feet  the  Lake  of  Thun,  with 
I  a  j>eep  into  the  singular  Justis  Thai 
I  on  its  17.  side;  beyond  Thun  the  range 
I  of  the  Jura.    On  the  1.,  close  at  hand, 
,  the  rival  mountains  Niesen  and  Stock- 
horn  tower  above  the  SimmenthaL 
'  To  the  rt.    stretches   the   Lake   of 
I  Brienz;  the  Bothhom  and  Pass  of  the 
I  Briinig  rising  from  its  shores,  topped 
I  by  the  Titlis.    To  the  S.  the  snowj 
j  giants  of  the  Oberland   rear   their 
massive  forms.    There  is  a  carriage 
road  from  ^schi  direct  to  MuhUnen.] 
The  road  passes  the  mouth  of  the 
'  Simmenthal  (Rte.  42),  guarded    on 
I  one  side  by  the  Stockhom,  and  on  the 
I  rt  by  the  Niesen,  two  noble  moun- 
tains, between  which  the  valley  opens 
out   a   scene   of   exceeding   beauty, 
with  the  castle  of  Wimmis  standing  as 
it  were  in  its  paws.    [From  Wimmis 
the  Ascent  of  the  Niesen  is  made  in  5 
hrs.  (3  hrs.  to  descend) — a  horse-path 
all  the  way,  7280  ft.  high.     There  is 
an   Inn  with  12  beds,  5  min.  walk 
below  the  summit.  Grand  view  of  fer- 
tile valleys  and  snowy  Alps,  including 
Mt.  Blanc.    The  entire  ranee  N.  of 
of  the  Rhone,  from  the  Altels  to  the 
Wetterhom  is  in  sight.    Dill's  Pano- 
rama is  hung  up  in  the  Inn.] 

On  the  margin  of  the  lake  rises  an- 
other picturesaue  castle,  that  of  Spietz. 
Skirting  the  oase  of  the  pyramidal 
Niesen,  we  enter  the  valley  of  Fruti- 

fen,  which  is  remarkable  for  its  ver- 
ure  and  fertility,  and  may  be  said  to 
exhibit  Swiss  pastoral  scenery  in  per- 
fection.   At 

MUhlmen  (10  m.  from  Thun)  is  a  nice 
little  Inn,  the  Bear.  At  Beichenbach 
the  Kienthal  opens  out  to  the  S.B. 
(Bte.  36.)  Ascending  by  the  side  of 
the  Eander,  we  reach 

Friitigen  (Inns :  Helvetia  and  Post, 
both  very  fair  and  reasonable;  guides 
and  mules  for  the  Gemmi  may  be 
hired  here),  a  village  of  900  Inhab.: 
its  houses  are  for  the  most  part  not 
older  than  1826-7, at  which  time  nearly 
all  were  destroyed  in  two  consecutive 
conflagrations.  Behind  it  the  valley 
divides  into  two  branches;  that  on  the 
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W.  leads  to  the  Adelboden ;  that  on 
the  G.  (down  which  flows  the  Kander) 
to  the  Gemmi. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Niessen  may  be 
ma^e  from  Friitigen  in  4  hrs.,  but  the 
path  is  much  steeper  than  from 
Wimmis.] 

The  road  passes  under  the  castle  of 
Tellenburg,  the  former  residence  of 
the  amtman,  or  bailiff  of  the  district, 
ilnd,  crossing  the  Kander,  proceeds 
up  its  rt.  bank.  The  snowy  Altels  | 
closes  the  valley.  i 

KandersUg,  Itma.  There  are  two  Inns,  | 
1^  mile  apart  H.  de  TOurs,  best,  and 
conveniently  situated  for  the  Gemmi, 
being  placed  where  the  char-road 
ends,  and  the  bridle-path  begins. 
The  other  is  the  H.  Victoria,  oppo- 
site the  entrance  of  the  (Eschinen- 
thaL  K.B.  Betitm  chars  to  Thun  may 
be  got  here  for  8  to  10  frs.;  with  2 
horses,  12  to  20  frs.  Horses  to  cross 
the  Gemmi  to  the  baths  of  Leuk  cost 
15  fr.  before  9  a.ji.,  18  fr.  after;  10  fr. 
to  the  Dauben  See.  From  Kander- 
steg  to  Leukerbad  is  about  7  hrs.; 
the  path  is  easy  to  find,  and  except  in 
thick  weather  there  is  no  occasion  for 
a  g^ide.  Kandersteg  is  the  last  village 
in  the  valley:  its  scattered  habitations 
contain  about  700  individuals.  It  is 
beautifully  situated  3280  ft.  above  the 
sea,  at  the  N.  base  of  the  Gemmi. 
Wood  cut  in  the  mountain  forests 
around  is  here  set  afloat  in  the  Kander, 
and  thus  conveyed  into  the  lake  of 
Thun,  where  the  logs  are  collected  and 
separated  by  the  various  proprietors. 

^Excitrsions. — a.  Those  who  have 
time  to  spare  should  on  no  account  omit 
to  walk  hence  about  3  m.  through 
a  sublime  gorge  (see  Kte.  36)  into 
the  side  VcUley  of  (Eschingn,  running 
directly  E.  from  Kanderstee,  where, 
hemmed  in  by  precipices  ana  glaciers, 
the^  will  find  a  beautiful  clear  lake, 
which  mirrors  on  its  smooth  surface 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Blumlis  Alp,  at 
whose  base  it  lies. — 6.  No  one  will 
regret  an  expedition  to  the  Oasteren 
TAal,  which  can  be  accomplished  in 
about  7  hrs.  No  guide  required.  The 
path  turns  off  close  to  the  H.  de  I'Ours, 
and  ascends  a  wild  gorge  with  over- 
hanging cliffs.    In  the  middle  of  the 


gorge  a  frail  bridge  is  crossed,  and 
the  path  then  keeps  to  the  rt.  bank. 
50  m.  from  Kandersteg  the  wide  green 
Oasteren  Thai  opens,  surrounded  by 
precipices  and  waterfalls  and  snow 
mountains  above  them.  The  path  runs 
through  debris,  and  then  ascends  to  the 
village  of  Gasteren.  Soon  afterwards 
the  magfnificent  Kander  Glacier  is 
seen  at  the  head  of  the  valley  (see  Rte. 
35).  Those  who  have  a  steady  head 
may  from  hence  ascend  the  Gemmi  by 
the  rugged  and  difficult  gorge  of  the 
Schwarzbach. — c.  A  path  of  no  great 
difficulty  leads  W.  in  5  hours,  over  the 
Bonder- Grat,  to  Adelboden  {Inn  toler- 
able.) It  turns  outof  the  char-road  just 
above  Kanderstce,  crosses  the  grassy 
slopes  to  the  root  of  some  rocks, 
which  it  surmounts  by  a  ladder.  From 
the  summit  {2  hrs.  50  min.  walk)  the 
view  is  fine,  comprising  the  Monch, 
Junefrau,  and  the  whole  of  the 
(Eschinen-thal  and  lake.  From  Adel- 
boden to  Friitigen,  a  walk  of  2  or  3 
hours,  through  a  deep  but  rather 
monotonous  valley.  Above  Adelbo- 
den is  a  fall  of  some  magnitude. 
From  Adelboden  there  is  an  easy 
path  over  the  ffahnenmoos  pass,  in  3^ 
nrs.,  to  An  der  Lenk  (Kte.  39).] 

Immediately  after  leaving  the  H. 
de  rOurs  the  char-road  ceases  ;  and 
the  ascent  of  the  Pass  of  the  Gemmi 
commences  in  earnest  behind.  The 
^ath  lies  for  the  first  1^  hr.  through 
forests  in  a  steep  ascent;  it  then 
passes  the  boundary  line  of  the 
cantons  Berne  and  Wallis.  A  new 
path  ascends  in  zigzags  through  fir 
woods,  and  commands  a  fine  view  over 
the  grand  valley  of  Gasteren.  It 
then  emerges  upon  a  tract  of  open 
pasture  land,  rendered  desolate  by  the 
fall  of  an  avalanche  from  the  Binder 
Horn  in  1782.  The  path  winds,  for  a 
considerable  distance,  among  the  frag- 
ments of  rock  brought  down  by  it. 
Farther  on  stands  the 

Solitary  Inn  of  Schtcarenbach :  it 
affords  good  refreshments  and  rough 
sleeping  accommodation,  which  are 
often  acceptable  in  such  a  situation. 
Complaints  of  extortion  have  been 
made.  The  German  poet  Werner  has 
laid  in  this  gloomy  spot  the  scene  of  a 
G  3 
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still  more  gloomy  tragedy,  *  The  24th 
of  February.'  The  extravaeant  and 
improbable  plot  has  no  foundation  in 
any  real  eyent  which  happened  here. 

[From  this  Inn  the  ascent  of  Altels 
(11,923  feet)  may  be  made  in  about 
7  hrs.  altogether.  The  ascent  is  up  a 
long  slope  of  ice,  is  dangerous,  and 
should  not  be  attempted  by  less  than 
3  men  tied  together.] 

About  2  m.  above  this  the  path 
reaches  and  winds  along  the  £.  mar> 
gin  of  a  small  lake  called  Davben 
ScCf  supplied  by  snow,  not  by  springs, 
which  often  swell  it  so  as  to  cover 
the  path  :  for  8  months  of  the  year  it 
is  frozen.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
dreary  aspect  of  the  seared  and  naked 
limestone  rocks  which  form  the  sum- 
mit  of  the  pass :  they  seem  too  barren 
for  even  tne  hardiest  lichens.  The 
culminating  point  traversed  by  the 
road  is  7540  ft.  above  the  sea  level, 
and  about  1  hr.  from  Schwarenbach. 
From  a  rocky  eminence  on  the  1.  of 
the  path,  a  superb  view  is  obtained  of 
the  chain  of  Alps  beyond  the  Rhone, 
separating  the  Valais  from  Piedmont. 

The  highest  summits  in  the  view, 
reckoning  from  the  W.,  are  these:— 
K  The  Pigne  d'AroUa,  N.W.  of 
the  CoUon ;  2.  the  CoUon  itself, 
easily  recognised  by  the  deep  deft 
in  its  side;  3.  the  Dent  Blanche. 
Then  come  three  or  four  minor  peaks 
of  the  range  at  the  head  of  the  Einfisch 
Thai  Above  this  range  are  seen — 
4.  the  Dent  d'Erin ;  and,  5.  the  Cervin : 
both  peaks  of  bare  rock.  The  series  is 
terminated  by— 6.  the  Weisshom,  the 
loftiest  and  nearest  monntain  visible ; 
and,  7.  the  Saas  Grat,  which  is 
in  itself  a  complete  group  of  snowy 
peaks.  It  is  one  of  the  most  striking 
views  in  Switzerland. 

Near  the  verge  of  the  descent 
stands  a  small  shed,  capable  of 
affording  partial  shelter  in  a  storm. 
A  little  lower  down  the  traveller 
finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  pre- 
cipice, from  which  a  plumb-line  might 
be  thrown  into  the  valley  below, 
nearly  1600  ft,  almost  without  touch- 
ing tne  rock,  so  vertical  are  its  sides. 
It  is  principally  upon  the  faces  of  a 
buttress  of  this  vast  wall  that  one 


of  the  most  extraordinary  of  all  the 
alpine  roads,  constructed  in  1736-41 , 
by  a  party  of  Tyrolese,  has  been 
carried.  Its  zigzags  have  been  in* 
geniously  contrived,  for  in  many  places 
the  rocks  overhang  the  path,  and  an 
upper  terrace  projects  farther  out 
than  the  one  immediately  below  it. 
When  it  was  first  made  and  consisted 
merely  of  a  shallow  groove  in  the 
rock,  it  must  have  been  far  more 
striking  than  at  present.  The  improve- 
ments that  have  been  carried  on  year 
after  year  have  ended  in  making  it  a 
roomy  and  perfectly  good  mule-path. 
It  however  needs  greater  protection  at 
the  side  by  garde-fous,  and  caution 
should  be  used  in  riding  down  this 
descent.  A  French  lady  in  1861,  was 
riding  without  a  guide  at  her  mule's 
head,  and  becoming  terrified  at  one 
of  the  turns  of  the  road,  tried  hastily 
to  dismount,  and  fell  over  the  preci- 
pice and  was  dashed  to  pieces. 

The  wonders  of  this  descent  are 
greatly  increased  to  those  who  ap> 
proach  it  from  the  side  of  Leuk. 

"  The  upper  end  of  the  valley,  a« 
you  look  towards  the  Gemmi,  has  aU 
the  appearance  of  a  cul-de-sac  shut 
in  by  a  mountain  wall.  Up  to  the 
very  last  moment,  and  until  you  reach 
the  foot  of  the  precipice,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  discover  the  way  out,  or  to 
tell  whither  the  road  goes,  or  how 
it  can  be  carried  up  a  vertical  sur- 
face of  rock.  It  is  a  mere  shelf— in 
some  parts  a  mere  groove  cut  in  the 
huce  of  the  huge  cliff,  just  wide 
enough  for  a  mme  to  pass  ;  and  at 
the  turns  of  the  zigpsags  you  con-, 
stantly  overhang  a  depth  of  nearly 
500  ft.  Down  Uiis  difficult  road  in- 
valids are  carried  to  the  baths :  it  in 
the  only  way  of  approaching  them 
from  the  N.,  unless  you  were  to  make 
a  slight  detour  of  200  m.  by  Berne, 
Friburg,  Vevay,  and  Martigny."  On 
the  face  of  a  rock,  near  the  root,  is  a 
small  building  said  to  have  been  for- 
merly used  as  a  guard-house  to  give 
notice  of  any  invasion  from  the  Bern- 
ese side. 

The  following  clause,  relative  to 
the  transport  of  invalids,  is  copied 
from  the  printed  regulations  issued 
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by  tbe  director  of  the  baths: — '*  Pour 
une  personne  au-dessus  de  10  ans  il 
faudra  4  porteurs ;  si  elle  est  d'un 
poids  aa-dessos  du  commun,  6  por- 
tears:  si  cependant  elle  est  d*un  poids 
extraordinaire*  et  que  le  commissaire 
le  juge  neeessaire,  il  pourra  ajouter 
2  porteurs,  et  jamais  plus.**  This  pro* 
rision  for  excessive  corpulence  is  some- 
what amusing.  The  ascent  from  the 
Baths  to  the  summit  takes  2  hrs. ;  a 
mule  costs  4^  fr.  up  and  down. 

Raths  of  Leiik  (^Leukerbad,  —  Fr. 
LOeche),  Inns:  Hotel  des  Alpes,  best  in 
all  respects;  BeUevue;  H.  de  France; 
Couronne;  Union,  and  Brunner,  Bro- 
thers, cheap.  The  accommodation 
at  Leuk  is  good,  considering  that 
most  of  the  houses  are  of  wood,  not 
rery  well  built,  shut  up  and  aban- 
doned from  October  to  May.  The  fare 
is  tolerable,  everything  but  milk  and 
cheese  being  brought  from  the  valley 
below.    A  baih  costs  2  fr. 

The  baths  consist  of  5  or  6  lodging- 
houses,  attached  to  a  hamlet  of  about 
300  Inhab.,  situated  4600  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  Le,  higher  than 
the  highest  mountain  in  Great  Britain, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  valley  termi- 
nated on  all  sides  by  tremendous 
precipices,  which  will  remind  the  tra- 
veller of  a  cirque  in  the  Pyrenees.  The 
hot  springs  (117°  to  124°  F.)  annu- 
ally attract  a  number  of  visitors, 
chiefly  Swiss  and  French,  during  the 
season,  viz.  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  though  the  inns  are  open 
from  May  to  October.  From  the 
dreariness  of  the  situation,  the  cold- 
ness of  the  climate,  and  the  defects  of 
the  lodgine,  few  English  would  de- 
sire to  prolonp^  their  stay  here,  after 
satisfying  their  curiosity  by  a  sight 
of  the  place.  The  baths  and  adjacent 
buildings  have  been  three  times  swept 
away  by  avalanches  since  their  esta- 
blishment in  the  16th  century ;  and, 
to  guard  against  a  re<}urrence  of  the 
calamity,  a  very  strong  dyke  is  now 
built  behind  the  village  to  ward  off 
the  snow.  Such  danger,  however,  is 
past  before  the  bathing  season  beg^s. 
One  of  the  first  patrons  of  the  baths 
was    the    celebrated    Cardinal    and 


Archbishop  of  Sion,  Matthew  Schin- 
ner. 

The  springs,  to  the  number  of  10 
or  1 2,  rise  in  and  around  the  village, 
and  nine-tenths  of  them  run  off  into 
the  Dala  torrent  without  being  used. 
The  cfuef  spring  of  St  Lawrence  bursts 
forth  out  of  the  ground  between  the 
inn  and  the  bath-house — a  rivulet  in 
volume  at  its  source,  with  a  tempera- 
ture of  1240  Fahr.  It  is  used  for  the 
baths  after  being  slightly  cooled.  The 
other  springs  vary  somewhat  in  tem- 
perature, but  little  in  contents^  They 
contain  only  a  small  portion  of  saline 
matter,  and  seem  to  owe  their  bene- 
ficial effects  less  to  their  mineral  qua- 
lities than  to  their  temperature  and 
the  mode  of  using  them.  The  patient 
begins  with  a  bath  of  an  hour's  dura* 
tion,  but  goes  on  increasing  it  daily, 
until  at  length  he  remains  in  the  water 
8  hours  a  day— 4  before  breakfast, 
and  4  after  dmner.  The  usual  citre 
time  (kur)  is  about  3  weeks.  The 
want  of  the  accommodation  of  pri- 
vate baths,  and  the  necessity  of  pre- 
venting the  ennui  of  such  an  amphi- 
bious existence,  if  passed  in  solitude, 
has  led  to  the  practice  of  bathing  in 
common.  The  principal  bath-house 
is  a  large  shed  divided  into  4  com- 
partments or  baths,  each  about  20  ft 
square,  and  oi^ble  of  holding  15  or 
20  persons.  To  each  of  these  baths 
there  are  two  eatranoes,  oommuni- 
cating  with  dressing-rooms,  one  tot 
the  hidies,  the  other  for  the  gentle- 
men. Along  the  partitions  dividing 
the  baths  runs  a  slight  gallerv,  into 
which  any  one  is  admitted,  eittier  to 
look  on  or  converse  with  the  bathers 
below.  The  stranger  will  be  amaned, 
on  entering,  (admission  1  fr.),  to  per- 
ceive a  group  of  some  12  or  15  heads 
emerging  from  the  water,  on  the  sur- 
face of  which  float  wooden  tables 
holding  coffeecups,  newspapers,  snuff- 
boxes, books,  ana  other  aids,  to  enable 
the  bathers  to  pass  awa^  their  allotted 
hours  with  as  snudl  a  trial  to  their  pa^ 
tienoe  as  possible.  The  patients^  a  mot- 
ley company,  of  all  ages,  both  sexes, 
and  various  ranks,  deucate  young  la- 
dies, burly  friars,  invalid  officers,  and 
ancient  dames,  are  ranged  around  the 
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sides  on  benches,  below  the  water,  all 
clad  in  long  woollen  mantles,  with  a 
tippet  over  their  shoulders.  It  is  not 
a  little  amusing  to  a  bystander  to  see 
people  sipping  their  breakfasts,  or 
reaaing  the  newspapers,  up  to  their 
chins  in  water — ^in  one  comer  a  party 
at  chess,  in  another  an  apparently  in- 
teresting tete-ii'teU  is  going  on;  while 
a  solitary  sitter  may  be  seen  reviving 
in  the  hot  water  a  nosegay  of  withered 
flowers.  The  temperature  of  the  bath 
is  preserved  by  a  supply  of  fresh 
water  constantly  flowing  into  it,  from 
which  the  patients  drink  at  times. 
Against  the  walls  are  hung  a  set  of 
regulations  and  sumptuary  laws  for 
the  preservation  of  order  and  decorum 
in  the  baths,  signed  by  the  burgo- 
master, who  enforces  his  authority  by 
the  threat  of  a  fine  of  20  fr.  for  the 
highest  offence  against  his  code. 

♦*Art.  7.  Personne  ne  pent  entrer 
dans  ces  bains  sans  etre  rev^tue 
d'une  chemise  longue  et  ample,  d'une 
etoffe  grossidre,  sous  peine  de  2  fr, 
d'amende. 

■*Art  9.  La  m^me  peine  sera  en- 
courue  par  ceux  qui  n'y  entreraient 
pas,  ou  n'en  sortiraient  pas,  d'une 
mani^re  d^cente." 

Four  hours  of  subaqueous  penance 
are,  by  the  doctor's  decree,  succeeded 
by  one  hour  in  bed;  and  many  a  fair 
nymph  in  extreme  negligi^  vnth  stock- 
ingless  feet  and  uncoified  hair,  may  be 
encountered  crossing  the  open  space 
between  the  bath  and  the  hotels. 
From  their  condition,  one  might  sup- 
pose they  had  been  driven  out  of  doors 
by  an  alarm  of  fire,  or  some  such 
threatening  calamity.  The  higher  pa- 
tients go  away  in  SeptemMr,  and 
late  in  the  autumn,  wnen  only  the 
poorer  patients  remain,  the  sight  of 
the  bath  is  rather  disgusting. 

a.  The  principal  curiosity  of  the 
aeighbonrhood  is  the  Ladders  (Leiter). 
A  path  through  the  woods,  on  the  1. 
or  E.  side  of  the  Dala,  1^  m.,  half 
an  hour  from  the  baths,  leads  to 
the  foot  of  the  precijpice,  which,  as 
before  observed,  hems  in  the  valley  of 
Leuk  on  all  sides,  as  with  a  colossal 
walL     Upon  the  sloping  pasturages 


about  a  mile  above  the  summit  of  this 
precipice,  however,  stands  a  villa«;e 
called  Albmen;  and  the  only  mode  by 
which  its  inhabitants  can  communicate 
directly  with  the  baths  is  by  a  series 
of  8  or  10  ladders  placed  nearly  perpen- 
dicularly aeainst  the  face  of  the  cliff.  It 
can  hardly  DC  called  difiicult  to  climb  to 
the  top,  but  it  would  not  do  for  any  of 
weak  nerves  and  a  dizzy  head,  as  the 
ladders,  which  are  pinned  to  the  cre- 
vices of  the  rock  by  nooked  sticks,  are 
often  awry,  and  rather  unsteady:  vet 
they  are  traversed  at  all  seasons,  aay 
and  night,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  above — by  children,  as  well  as 
men  and  women,  often  with  heavy 
burdens.  The  use  of  the  ladders, 
which  the  nature  of  the  sides  of  the 
valley  renders  indispensable,  has  ^ven 
rise  to  a  singular  modification  of  the 
dress  of  the  female  peasants,  which 
here  includes  those  nether  habiliments 
confined  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
to  men  and  shrews.  Nor  are  they 
ashamed  of  this  portion  of  their  attire, 
as,  in  climbing  the  mountains,  the 

Setticoat  is  tucked  up,  and  the  wearers 
o  not  differ  in  appearance  from  boys. 
N.B.— There  is  an  easy   sloping 
path  from  Albinen  to  Inden. 

6.  A  day  may  be  well  devoted  to  the 
ascent  of  the  Torrent-horn,  a  mountain 
rising  £.  of  Leuk  baths,  if  the  weather 
be  clear.  Mules  can  reach  the  summit 
(9760  ft.  above  the  sea)  in  3^  hours 
(10  fr.  and  bonne-main).  It  com* 
mands  a  wonderfully  fine  panorama 
of  the  Alps — an  unbroken  series  of 
peaks  from  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Sim* 
plon  ;  with  the  Altels,  Gspalthom, 
and  Blumlis  Alp  on  the  If.  The 
Gemmi  road  lies  deep  below,  and  its 
summit  is  seen  through  a  gap  in  the 
chain.  The  ridge  ends  in  a  fright- 
ful precipice  surrounded  by  isolated 
rocks,  whose  sides  are  equally  vertical. 
Pedestrians  will  require  a  guide  to 
find  the  path  up.  The  first  1200  ft 
and  the  fast  700  are  a  steep  climb. 
Descent  in  2^  hours. 

The  rocky  pass,  called  Felsen  Gal- 
lerie,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Dala, 
on  the  way  to  Siders,  is  a  very  strik- 
ing scene.    (See  below.) 
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Mules  are  kept  at  the  baths,  under 
the  direction  of  a  commissaire,  to 
transport  travellers:  the  prices  are 
fixed  bjr  a  printed  tariff.  (§  10.) 


There  are  two  ways  from  the  baths 
of  Leuk  to  the  valley  of  the  Rhone. 

a.  The  carriage  -  road  from  the 
Baths  to  the  Simplon  road  follows  the 
course  of  the  Dah  torrent  through 
one  of  the  finest  gorges  in  Switzer- 
land ;  and  the  new  road  is,  for  its 
length,  one  of  the  finest  roads,  de« 
scending  hy  numerous  zigzags,  and 
crossing  the  river  by  a  soUd  and 
lofty  bridge,  420  ft.  above  the  torrent, 
opposite  Albinen,  and  conducts,  in 
about  8^  m.  (2^  hrs.  walk),  to  Leuk. 
Toll  3^  fir.  for  a  small  carriage.  A 
slow  omnibus  goes  daily  from  the 
Baths,  once  in  winter  (?),  twice  in 
summer,  to  Leuk  and  Sion. 

Letik  (Ifina  i  Krentz ;  Stem,  not 
good),  a  village  of  620  Inhab.,  tra- 
versed by  a  narrow  dirty  street,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Rhone,  near  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Dala.  A  covered  bridee 
over  the  Rhone  connects  it  with  we 
Simplon  road  (Rte.  59).  Above  it 
are  ruins  of  two  castles,  destroyed  by 
the  Yalaisans  in  1414. 

6.  The  other  way,  a  mnle-path  car- 
ried alone  the  W.  side  of  tne  valley 
of  the  Da^  but  high  above  that  river, 
conducts  at  once  to  the  town  of  Sierre 
(Siders),  12  m.  distant,  and  is  a  short 
cut  for  those  who  wish  to  descend  the 
valley  of  the  Rhone  towards  Marti^v 
and  Geneva.  It  traverses  the  hign 
pasturages,  and  beyond  them  a  forest 
of  larch;  and  passes  the  village  of 
Inden,  near  which  a  most  extensive 
view  is  gained  over  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone,  its  towns,  villages,  farms,  and 
old  castles.  The  unsightly  debris 
brought  down  by  the  furious  torrents 
issuing  from  the  opposite  vallev,  and 
the  wide  expanse  of  bare  gravel  over- 
flowed by  the  Rhone  in  spring;,  and 
converted  into  a  river-channel — but 
in  summer  left  bare  and  arid — g^ve  a 
desolate  character  to  the  scene. 


Between  Inden  (where  is  a  toll  of  1 
fr.  per  mule)  and  a  village  called 
Varen  the  road  makes  an  abrupt 
turn,  and  the  traveller  finds  himself 
beneath  the  shadow  of  a  tremendous 
overhanging  precipice,  forming  the 
comer  of  the  Loeche  valley.  The 
effect  of  approaching  it  from  the 
side  of  Sierre  is  grand  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  totally  unexpected,  after 
turning  a  comer  of  the  rock.  The 
path  is  carried  along  a  narrow  ledge 
m  front  of  the  cliff;  beneath  it  is  a 
gaping  abyss,  extending  nearly  down 
to  the  bed  of  the  Dala,  and  above,  the 
rocks  lean  so  far  forward  that  stones 
falling  from  their  tops  would  descend 
upon  the  road,  ana  it  is  therefore 
partly  protected  by  a  roo£  This  spot 
IS  called  the  Qalterie,  and  was  the 
scene  of  a  bloody  combat  in  1799, 
when  the  Yalaisans  defended  this 
spot  for  several  weeks  against  the 
French,  effectually  checking  all  at- 
tempts to  pass,  by  rolling  down  stones 
and  logs  from  alK)ve. 

A  rough  and  steep  descent  leads 
firom  this,  in  about  1^  hour,  to 

Sierre,  upon  the  Simplon  road  (Rte. 
59). 


ROUTE  38. 

TUBTMAN  AND  KIPPEL  TO  KANDEBSTEO, 
BT  THE  L0T80H   PASS. 

This  pass  between  the  Yalais  and 
the  canton  Berne  was  formerly  in 
much  use,  and  remains  of  the  mule- 
path,  which  was  then  carried  across 
the  entire  way,  are  still  to  be  seen. 
Since  the  construction  of  the  Gemmi 
road  more  than  a  century  ago,  this 
has  been  let  to  fall  into  decay,  and 
the  extension  of  the  glaciers,  which 
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seems  to  have  been  universal  in  this 
part  of  the  Alpine  chain,  has  destroyed 
part  of  the  old  route.  The  pass  is 
not  difficult  in  good  weather,  but  it  is 
better  suited  for  a  mountaineer  than 
an  ordinary  tourist  It  may  be  ac- 
complished in  8  hrs.  ^ood  walking,  so 
that  a  traveller  wishing  to  avoid  the 
indifferent  accommodation  at  Kippel 
may  start  from,  or  arrive  at,  Tour- 
temagne  (Bte.  59)  in  the  same  day. 

The  Lotschthal  has  been  neglected 
by  Alpine  travellers  till  lately,  and 
no  inn  has  yet  been  opened,  but  it 
abounds  in  fine  scenery  and  leads 
to  several  interesting  passes  (Btes. 
35,  60).  Mines  of  argentiferous  g^a- 
lena  are  worked  in  it.  It  is  approached 
from  Tourtemagne  on  the  Simplon 
road. 

2  miles  above  Tourtemagne  a 
bridge  over  the  Rhone  leads  in  1 
min.  to  the  village  of  Gampel  Qlnn, 
homely),  at  the  mouth  of  the  narrow 
and  steep  valley  of  the  Lotschthal, 
rising,  not  in  terraces,  but  with  a 
rapid  and  continuous  ascent  After 
Gampel  a  steep  ascent  up  the  L  bank 
of  the  Lonza  succeeds  (now  mastered 
by  a  good  road),  commanding  fine 
views  over  the  Rhone.  The  path  next 
enters  a  gorge.  About  an  hour  from 
Gampel  there  is  a  fiill,  not  visible 
from  the  road,  of  no  great  height, 
but  a  large  volume  of  water.  Beyond 
the  (4  m.)  chapel  of  Koppigstein, 
which  is  constantly  swept  away  by 
avalanches,  you  (1  m.)  cross  the  Lonza 
to  its  rt.  bank.  A  group  of  cottages 
soon  appears  in  a  lovely  scene  of 
meadow,  wood,  and  rock,  overhung  by 
superb  peaks,  after  which  the  cha- 
racter of  the  valley  is  more  cheerful 
as  far  as 

1  ^  m.  Fcrden  {Inn,  homely),  where  it 
turns  sharply  to  the  east  At  tlie  angle, 
the  view  along  both  branches  of  the 
valley  is  superb;  the  upper  portion  is 
wider  and  longer  than  that  which  has 
been  passed,  extending  to  the  great 
L'utschgletscher,  a  branch  of  the  sea  of 
ice  around  the  Jungfrau,  overhung  by 
the  Lauterbrunn  Breithorn  on  one  side, 
and  the  Schienhom,  an  offset  of  the 
Aletschhom,  on  the  other ;  while  on  the 
S.  the  Nesthom  and  other  very  lofty 


mountains  rise  steeply  in  icy  peaks. 
The  cure's  house  at 

Kippel,  15  min.  from  Ferden,  affords 
poor  accommodation  for  sleeping,  but 
has  hitherto  been  the  usual  lodging  of 
visitors  to  this  valley.  Joseph  Appener 
is  a  good  guide.  The  cure  was  an 
active  mountaineer,  but  is  now  an  old 
man.  Few  or  none  of  the  people  can 
speak  anything  but  their  own  German 
patois.  It  is  said  that  equally  good 
accommodation  can  be  obtained  1^  hr. 
(4  miles)  higher  up,  at 

Flatten^  which  is  reached  throneh 
magnificent  larch  woods,  after  whidi, 
on  ascendine  to  the  Loetscliberg  there 
is  about  2^  nrs.  over  pastures,  bare 
stony  slopes,  and  beds  of  snow,  to 
the  Col  (8796  fL),  overhung  by  the 
grand  precipices  of  the  B^m-hom, 
which  forms  the  eastern  end  of  the 
Altela  group.  ["  By  gi^dng  2  or  3  hrs. 
more  to  the  excursion,  a  high  peak 
to  the  E.,  called  the  ffoch-hom,  may  be 
ascended.  Our  guide  did  not  sug- 
gest it  till  we  had  nearly  reached  the 
Col,  from  which  it  is  1^  hr.,  chiefly 
over  ice.  Some  fearfully  steep  slopes 
are  to  be  crossed,  from  which  the 
eye  plunges  down  right  into  the 
Gasterenthal,  5000  to  6000  ft.  be- 
neath. A  singular  and  most  striking 
scene  occurs  in  passing  round  an  in- 
sulated steeple  of  rock,  rising  out  of 
the  ice,  with  a  pool  of  clear  blue  water 
at  its  foot.  Between  it  and  the  peak 
lies  a  narrow  isthmus  of  ice,  sloping 
steeply  down  on  either  side  ;  after 
passing  this,  the  icy  shoulder  of  the 
mountain  is  to  be  wound  round,  with 
empty  space  on  two  sides  ;  and  then, 
the  last  ascent  up  a  sharp  pile  of 
stones,  takes  15  min.  The  view  ia 
superb.  To  the  S.  and  S.W.  Monte 
Rosa,  the  Matterhom,  and  Mont 
Blanc  towering  far  above  nearer 
mountains,  are  the  leading  objects.  To 
the  £.  the  Tschingel-horn  and  other 
points  of  the  chain  on  which  we  stood, 
extending  to  the  Jungfrau  and  the 
Aletschhomer.  To  the  W.  a  sea  of 
lower  mountains  towards  the  Simmen- 
thai,  and  an  extensive  view  over  the 
Bernese  lowlands.  Retracing  our 
course  for  a  good  way,  we  then  de- 
scended over  bare  rocks  and  beds  of 
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snow  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Balm- 

?;letscher,  and  reached  in  a  short  2  hrs. 
rom  the  Hoch-hom  the  point  where 
the  direct  route  across  the  Lotschberj^ 
quits  the  glacier,  after  lying  across  it 
probably  for  1^  to  2  m.  Thence  there 
is  about  1^  hr.  of  very  steep  descent 
into  the  Gasterenthal.  The  river  is  to 
be  crossed  by  a  bridge,  which  must 
not  be  missed  :  thence  to  Eandersteg, 
about  2  hxsT-^E.  W.^ 

Even  without  making  the  excursion 
to  the  Hochhom,  the  view  from  the 
summit  of  the  pass  is  extremely  fine, 
decidedly  superior  to  that  from  the 
Gemmi,  or  any  of  the  passes  over  the 
chain  to  the  £  of  it/  In  descending 
into  the  Gasterenthal  there  are  some 
long  slopes  of  snow,  giving  opportunitpr 
for  a  glissade;  when  the  glacier  is 
reached,  which  now  covers  over  the 
old  track,  it  is  advisable  to  keep  to  its 
L  hand  or  W.  side,  nearest  to  the  rocks 
of  the  Altels,  which  towers  over  the 
valley.  After  nearly  an  hour's  descent 
over  the  glacier  the  track  emerges 
into  the  Gasterenthal  near  to  the 
ch&lets  of  Im  Selden  (Rte.  35).  The 
view  of  the  surrounding  peaks  and 
the  Kander  glacier  descending  from 
the  high  plateau  at  its  upper  ex- 
tremity is  magnificent  (see  Hte.  35). 
The  lower  eiM  of  the  Gasterenthal 
is  crowded  with  huge  blocks,  some 
of  them  probably  brought  down  by 
avalanches,  while  others  have  been 
transported  by  ice  from  the  peaks  at 
the  head  of  the  valley.  In  2  hrs.  the 
traveller  reaches  lumdersteg  (Bte. 
37).  , 


ROUTE  39. 

PASS  OF  THE  BAWTU — THUK,  OK  DT- 
TERLAKEN,  TO  SIGN  OB  8IERRE. — 
THE  QRIMML 

The  pass  of  the  Bawyl  begins  at 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  N.  foot  of  the 
pa88»  a  good  halting-place,  about  36 
m.  from  Thun;  diligence  twice  a  day 
from  Thun  to  Zweisimmen,  thence 
3  hrs.  walk  to  An  der  Lenk  ;  thence 
to  Sion,  over  the  mountain,  is  fiilly 
10  hrs.,  or  to  Sierre  11  hrs.  It 
is  traversed  sometimes  on  horseback, 
but  is  better  calculated  for  the  pedes- 
trian. From  Sion  to  the  top  of  the 
pass  there  is  a  good  mule-path,  re- 
cently much  improved.  Nothing  but 
a  little  milk  is  to  be  had  between  An 
der  Lenk  and  Sion,  therefore  provi- 
sions ought  to  be  taken.  The  scenery 
on  both  sides  of  the  pass  resembles 
that  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Gemmi. 

The  village  of  An  der  Lenk  may 
be  reached  from  the  lake  of  Thun, 
by  following  the  Simmenthal,  along 
which  there  is  a  good  char-road,  or 
by  the  Diemtigen  Thai  and  the  pass 
of  the  Grimmi,  a  route  accessible  only 
to  pedestrians;  or,  thirdly,  by  Fru- 
tigen,  the  Ens^tligen  Thai,  and 
Adelboden.  The  scenery  by  the 
Diemtigen  Thai  is  inferior ;  and 
there  is  little   saving  of  time.     In 

fung  from  Interlaken  the  way  by  the 
ngstligen  Thai  is  decidedly  shorter 
for  pedestrians. 

a.  The  road  up  the  Simmenthal  is  de- 
scribed (Rte.  42)  as  far  as  Zweisimmen, 
Thence  the  char-road  is  continued, 
bearing  to  the  1.  up  the  Ober  Sim- 
menthal, about  10  m.,  to  An  der  Lenk. 

6.  The  route  by  the  Diemiigen  Thai 
leaves  the  Simmenthal  at  Lattenbach 
10  m.  from  Thim.  A  path  there 
strikes  off  up  the  Diemtieen  Thai, 
crosses  the  stream  of  the  Chivel,  and 
follows  its  L  bank  through  Diemtigen 
and  Narrenbach,  then  recrosses  it  to 

Thiermattenj  where  there  is  an  inn, 
about  4  hrs.  from  Lattenbach,  or  4^ 
from  Wimmis,  from  whence  a  path 
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mounts  the  valley  by  the  rt.  bank. 
Aboat  a  mile  beyond  this  it  again 
passes  the  stream,  and,  leaving  it  on 
the  L,  gradually  ascends  to  the  pass 
of  the  Grimmi  (5580  ft).,  3  hrs.  from 
Thielrmatten.  Descending  through 
the  Fermel  Thai  (a  fertile  valley,  oidy 
6  m.  long),  it  reaches 

Matten,  in  the  Upper  Simmenthal, 
on  the  char-road  leading  from  Zwei- 
simmen  to  An  der  Lenk,  4  m. 

c.  The  route  by  theEngstligen  Thai 
quits  the  road  of  the  Gemmi  at  Fru- 
tigen  (Bte.  37),  where  the  torrent 
from  that  vaUey  joins  the  Kander  (5^ 
hrs.  from  InterUken).  From  Fru- 
tigen  it  is  a  walk  of  4}  hrs.  to  Adel- 
boden,  where  there  is  a  small  Inn  near 
the  church.  A  pedestrian  in  good 
training  who  has  started  early  from 
Interlaken,  may  reach  An  der  Lenk 
in  the  same  day  by  the  low  pass  of 
the  ffahnenmoos,  3  hrs.  walk  to 

An  der  Lenk — Inna :  Bad-Hohliebe, 
excellent,  landlord  speaks  English: 
Bar;  Stern;  Krone,  dean  and  reason- 
able, attentive  host ;  beautifully  situ- 
ated near  the  base  of  the  Wildstrubel 
(10,7 16  Eng.  ft)  Strong  sulphureous 
springs,  temp.  48°  F.,  much  used  by 
the  Swiss,    S'^Od  ft  above  sea. 

The  Simmen  rises  about  6  m.  above 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  foot  of  the 
glacier  of  Bazliberg,  from  a  source 
called  the  Seven  Fountains.  In  the 
source  itself  there  is  little  to  compen- 
sate for  the  trouble  of  the  ascent  to 
it,  but  the  scenery  around  it  is  of 
great  grandeur.  Between  it  and  An 
der  Lenk  the  Simmen  forms  several 
cascades.  There  is  a  char-road  for 
about  3  m.  from  An  der  Lenk  towards 
the  Sieben  Brunnen.  An  interesting 
account  of 'glacier  excursions  about 
An  der  Lenk,  including  two  ascents  of 
the  Wildstrubel,  and  a  passage  over  the 
glaciers  between  this  and  the  Gemmi 
pass,  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Hinchliff 
in  *  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Glaciers.' 

The  path  to  Sion,  is  passable  for  a  char 
for  about  3  m.  Instead  of  proceeding 
towards  the  source  of  the  Simmen, 
it  ascends  the  L  bank  of  its  tributary, 
the  liligenbach;  and  the  gorge  of  that 
torrent,  flanked  by  vast  precipices,  is 
in  places  very  grand. 


The  solitary  traveller  should  beware 
of  losing  time  by  crossing  a  tempting 
bridge  about  halfway  to  Iffigen,  a 
little  below  a  very  picturesque  water- 
fall. 

Tfflgen^  a  group  of  farm-houses,  one 
of  which  is  a  tolerable  /mt,  at  the  N. 
base  of  the  Rawyl,  near  which  the 
Iffigenbach  makes  a  very  fine  fall,  is  a 
good  2  hrs.  walk  from  Lenk.  Another 
2^  hrs.  will  bring  you  to  the  cross  on 
the  summit  by  proceeding  steadily. 

A  series  of  zigz^s  mounts  the  steep 
side  of  the  mountain  above  Iffigen.  The 
path  has  been  excellently  constructed 
over  this  part  of  the  pass,  and  work- 
men are  constantly  employed  in  keep- 
ing it  in  repair.  The  small  cascades 
that  used  to  fall  on  the  path  from  the 
rock  above,  have  been  diverted,  and 
the  way  throughout  is  so  broad  that 
the  most  timid  person  need  not  fear 
any  uneasiness.  From  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  looking  N.,  a  fine  view 
expands  over  the  valley  of  An  der 
Lenk,  and  the  mountains  of  the  Sim- 
menthal covered  with  fine  pastures  and 
farmhouses.  Crossing  a  bed  of  snow, 
the  path  leads  up  to 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Rawyl,  marked  by  a  cross  (7960  ft\ 
The  simimit  is  probably  2  m.  broad, 
covered  with  loose  shattered  frag- 
ments of  slate,  and  almost  utterly 
bare  of  vegetation.  When  clouds  lie 
on  the  pass,  a  stranger  cannot  trace  the 
path  over  the  stones,  which  is  tedious 
nrom  the  number  of  gullies,  and  the  al- 
ternately crumblingand  slippery  nature 
of  the  soU,  consisting  of  clay-slate, 
which  gradually  changes  into  clay.  A 
small  hike  is  reached  before  the  tra- 
veller gains  the  brow  of  the  S.  decli- 
vity of  the  mountain,  consisting  of 
precipices  similar  to  those  on  the  side 
of  Berne.  The  view  hence  of  the 
mountains  on  the  S.  side  of  the  vale  of 
the  Rhone,  especially  of  the  Mat- 
terhom  and  its  glaciers,  is  sublime. 
A  zigzag  path  conducts  down  the 
cliffs  to  the  ch&lets  of  Rawin  in  1  hr. 
15  min.  The  descent  is  good,  the 
path  having  been  recently  recon- 
structed. Close  to  these  ch&lets  two 
large  bodies  of  water  burst,  one  on 
either  hand  from  the  cliffs,  forming 
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fine  fbUs.  That  on  the  rt  has  an  nn- 
ooinmonly  fine  and  singular  appear- 
ance, bursting  out  of  a  black  cleft  in 
the  face  of  a  broad  and  precipitous 
rock,  in  5  or  6  distinct  columns,  and 
afterwards  forming  a  fine  wild  tumble 
of  foaming  water.  Though  appa- 
rently clear  when  issuing  from  the 
rock,  it  has  no  sooner  touched  the 
ground  than  it  becomes  a  river  of 
aquid  mud,  a  large  portion  of  which 
is  a  short  waj  below  separated  from 
the  torrent,  and  conducted  very  in- 
geniously along  the  face  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  at  one  |>art  aeainst  a  per- 
pendicular cliff,  till,  aner  a  course 
of  several  miles,  it  fertilises  the 
meadows  near  Ayent 

Two  paths  branch  off  at  the  cha- 
lets of  Retain ;  the  one  leading  in  5^ 
hrs.  to  Sierre ;  the  other,  on  the  rt 
bank  of  the  stream,  through  Avent 
to  Sion  in  4^  hrs.  The  walk  from 
the  chalets  of  Rawin  to  Sierre  is  very 
fiitiguing,  owing  to  the  frequent 
ascents  and  descents.  For  nearly  half 
an  hour  from  Rawin,  the  rt-hana  path 
runs  nearly  on  a  level :  it  next  rises 
for  some  distance  to  turn  a  rocky  bar- 
rier, and  then  descends  on  Ay^wt,  Foot 
passengers  can  avoid  this  ascent  by  fol- 
lowing the  bank  of  the  water-course 
before  mentioned,  which  saves  nearly 
an  hour.  The  most  dangerous  part 
takes  10  min.  or  f  hr.  to  traverse. 
The  only  way  of  passing  is  along  trees 
supported  on  cross  bars  against  the 
&ce  of  the  precipitous  rocks  at  a  con- 
siderable  height  above  the  stream. 
The  scene  here  is  very  grand.  The 
rock  hanei  over  on  the  rt.  side,  and  on 
thel.  recedes  beneath  to  a  depth  of  1000 
ft  The  trees  are  placed  singly  above 
the  bed  of  the  watercourse,  and  are  not 
more  than  a  few  inches  wide,  and  not 
very  firmly  secured,  which  increases 
the  danger.  This  track  should  not 
be  attempted  by  persons  in  the  least 
liable  to  ^ddiness  or  nervousness. 

The  other  and  longer  road  is  prac- 
ticable for  mules  Srom  Sion  up  to 
the  top  of  the  pass.  For  some  dis- 
tance It  lies  amidst  forests  of  fir. 
It  unites  with  the  footpath  before 
reaching 
Ayent  (accommodation  at  the  cw-fs),  > 


about  3  hrs.  walk  frt>m  the  summit, 
passing  the  hamlet  of  Grimseln. 

Sion  rBte.  56),  in  1^  hr. 

At  Sion,  experienced  guides  and 
mules  may  be  ootained  for  the  ascent 
of  the  Rawyl,  called  Ravou^  in  the 
patois  of  the  Yalais. 


ROUTE  40. 

LENK  TO  LAUENEN,  BY  THE  TttOTTLM- 
BERO. — LAUENEN  TO  QSTEIO,  BT  THE 
OHBINBN. 

This  is  a  mule-road  of  5|  hrs.,  and 
does  not  require  a  guide.  Beyond 
the  church  of  An  der  Lenk,  the  path, 
after  traversing  meadows  and  groves 
and  pastoral  scenery  with  the  magni- 
ficent glaciers  of  the  Wildstriibel  and 
the  Wildhom  in  sight  begins  to  as- 
cend on  the  N.  side  of  the  valley  to 
the  Ober  Staffel,  a  plain  which  is 
reached  in  2^  hrs.  An  hour  more . 
brings  the  traveller  to  the  pass  of 
TriUtlisherg  (about  5900  ft.),  between 
the  Dauben  and  the  Stublen.  A  steep 
descent  leads  in  1  ^  hr.  to 

Lauenen  (Inn:  Bar,  rough,  but  not 
uncomfortable),  whence  in  2  hrs.  over 
the  Chrinen  (5000  ft.).  [Saanen  may 
be  reached  in  2  hrs.  from  Lauenen 
(Rte.  42)  by  a  good  char-road  through 
very  pleasmg  scenery.] 

Gsteig.  Inn :  Hirsch,  dear  and  dirty, 
but  not  so  bad  as  it  looks.    (Rte.  41.) 
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EOUTE  41. 

PASS    OF  THE    8ANET8CH    (IN    FRENCH 
BENIN). — SAANEN  TO  8I0N. 

About  12  hrs. 

This  is  a  long,  steep,  and  tedious 
horse-pass,  but  not  dangerous  except 
in  very  bad  weather.  The  village  of 
Saanen  (or  Gessonay),  and  the  road 
between  it  and  Thun,  are  described  in 
Rte.  42.  Char-road  from  Saanen  to 
Gsteig,  about  11  m. 

At  Stood  the  path  turns  S.  by  the 
▼alley  of  the  Saane,  the  upper  end  of 
whien  is  called  Gestig-Thal,  to 

Gsteia  (Chatelet  in  French),  (/wn 
tolerable),  the  highest  village  in  it, 
situated  close  under  the  lofty  and  pre- 
cipitous Hittaghom,  and  near  the 
foot  of  the  Sanetsch,  the  most  west- 
erljr  of  the  passes  over  the  Bernese 
chain. 

[From  Gsteig  there  is  an  easy  pass 
by  the  Col  de  Pilhn  (5150  ft.),  which 
leads  to  the  new  Hotel  des  Diablerets 
(Rte.  48),  and  to  Les  lies  in  the  Yal 
d'Ormond  dessus,  whence  there  is  a 
beautiful  path  to  Bex  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix,  and  a  char-road  by  Sepey  to 
Aigle  and  the  lower  Yalais.] 

It  is  advisable  to  sleep  at  Gsteig, 
from  which  Sion  is  distant  10  easy 
hrs.,  or  8  hrs.  hard  walking.  The  pass 
rises  from  this  place  in  a  very  preci- 
pitous manner,  and  often  resembles  the 
pass  of  the  GenunL  }  hr.  above 
Gsteifi"  the  Saane  makes  a  beautiful 
fall,  clearing  the  face  of  the  rock  by 
at  least  100  ft.  In  the  evening  it  is 
crowned  by  an  iris.  The  path  con- 
tinues by  the  side  of  the  Saane  up  to 
its  source.  Lovely  view  looking  back 
on  Gsteig.    After  a  climb  of 

2  hrs.  a  grassy  plain  is  entered, 
which  is  surrounded  with  abrupt 
rocky  mountains,  and  which  leads  by 
a  gentle  ascent  of  an  hr.  to 


The  tummU,  7365  ft  above  tiie  sea* 
level,  a  wild,  rocky,  solitary  plain  3  or 
4  m.  long,  called  Kreutzboden,  barely 
relieved  by  a  few  patches  of  vegetation. 
To  the  W.  the  Sam  Fleuron  glacier 
descends  from  the  Oldenhom  (ascended 
in  1857  by  Mr  Hinchiiff  and  Mr. 
Bradshaw  Smith),  near  to  the  summit 
the  Kreutzboden.  The  pass  is  not 
a  grand  one,  but  the  mountains  of 
the  great  chain  of  the  Alps  are 
finely  seen,  from  Mt.  Yelan  and 
Mt.  Combin  to  the  Dent  d'Erin  and 
the  I>ent  Blanche,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Matterhom.  But  neither 
that  remarkable  peak  nor  any  part  of 
the  Weisshom,  Kothhom,  or  Monte 
Rosa,  are  visible.  The  whole  of  the 
straight,  steep  Yal  d*Erin  from  the 
Yalais,  and  tne  glacier  of  Ferpdcle, 
are  seen  directly  in  front  On  the 
other  side  the  descent  is  steep  but 
grassy  all  the  way  down  to  the  pine 
forests,  through  which  the  road  to  Sion 
is  tedious,  but  not  unpleaaing. 

2  m.  from  the  summit  the  Morge  river 
is  crossed,  and  after  4  m.  of  bad  winding 
road,  passing  a  cb&let,  is  again  crossed 
by  the  Font  Neuf,  a  substantial  stone 
foot-bridge  200  ft  above  the  black 
stream.  "There  is  a  very  pleasing 
yet  grand  view  from  this  point  The 
black  slate  rocks  rise  on  the  £.  to  a 
height  of  about  2500  ft  Portions  of 
rock  have  been  detached  and  stand 
uprieht  from  the  valley,  each  the 
height  of  a  small  mountain.  The  hill 
on  the  W.  is  covered  with  fir-trees, 
A  white  horizontal  Une  will  be  ob- 
served on  the  face  of  the  slate  moun- 
tain (rt.) ;  this  is  the  wall  of  a  water- 
course constructed  at  the  sole  expense 
of  a  farmer's  wife  to  supply  her  native 
viUase  with  water  for  irrigation,  of 
which  she  had  felt  the  want  in  her 
lifetime,  and  for  which  she  left  the 
whole  of  her  fortune  at  her  death." 
The  descent  continues  for  about  5  m. 
through  the  ravine  of  the  Merge. 
Near  its  mouth  is  a  ruined  castle, 
and  fine  view  over  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone,  the  Matterhom,  &c.  The 
only  village, 

Chandolin  fumble  Iim,  good  wine) 
is  the  first  place  from  Gsteiff  where 
refreshments  can  be  procured.    Here 


Suibmiand. 


S0X7TE  42. — THUN  TO  TKVAY. 


Ml> 


and  at  Saviese  are  many  narrow  laaes, 
throu^  whioh  the  way  is  intricate  to 
$nd.  Fine  view,  as  you  descend,  of  the 
3  castles  of 

Sion  (Bte.  56).  {I^me  from  Sim: 
walking  to  ChandoUn  1^  hr. ;  to  stun- 
nit  of  pass,  4  bra.;  to  Qsteig,  SJ  hrs.) 


ROUTE  42. 

THUN  TO  VEVAT,  BY  THB  SnCMBN* 
THAL  ;  8A  AKENy  OHiTBAU  D'OEZ, 
AKD  GROTERBS  *. — ^PASS  OF  THB  DBMT 
DE  JAMAN. 

26^  leagues  »  79  Eng.  m. 

Leagaeg.   £Dg.m. 
.     4f 


Thnn 
Weiasentmrg 
ZweUimmen  .  . 
SMoen  (Ocflaeofty) 
ChAteau  d'Oex .  . 
Uontbovon .  .  . 
Bnlle  .... 
Vevay    .... 


=  14 

«  11 

21    s  9 

2|     a  T 

8      =  T 

Si    «  10 

el    B  19 

26*  79 


An  excellent  carriage-road  has 
been  n^e  through  the  Simmoithal, 
but  it  has  lately  fallen  into  disuse 
owing  to  the  rly.  communication  by 
Berne.  The  inns  and  the  means  of 
travelling  are  not  good.  The  valley 
abounds  in  rich  cultivation,  fields,  or- 
chards, and  garden  meadows  reaching 
to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  with  houses 
and  villages  lying  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  varied  with  fir  forests,  rocky 
gorges  and  open  basins,  entirdy  of  a 
pastoral  character. 

A  diligence  with  9  seats  starts  every 
morning  from  Thun,  and  reaches 
Saanen  (Fr.  Qessonay)  in  9  hrs.    A 


lighter  vehicle  with  6  places  only  leaves 
Saanen  in  the  mormng,  and  reaches 
Vevay  in  about  10  hrs.  Those  who 
can  walk  or  ride  will  prefer  to  reach 
Vevay  from  ChlUeau  d'Oex,  or  Mont* 
bovon,  by  the  Dent  de  Jaman. 

6  m.  The  entrance  to  the  Simmen- 
thal  lies  between  the  Stockhom  on  the 
rt  and  the  Niesen  on  the  L,  and  is 
approached  from  Thun  by  the  road 
along  the  margin  of  the  lake  ^see 
Rte.  37),  and  the  banks  of  the  Kander, 
as  far  as  its  junction  with  the  Simmen, 
a  little  below  the  picturesque  castle 
of  Wimmis,  which  our  road  passes 
on  the  L  Broth&nsi  is  about  1  m.  from 
Wimmis,  atlbot  of Niesen.  /Ra,Hirsch. 

About  3^  m.  farther  is  ErUnbach 
(/na.  Krone).  From  this  parsonage 
Latrobe  started  on  those  Alpine  expe- 
ditions which  he  has  described  in  so 
admirable  and  interesting  a  manner  in 
his  Alpenttock  (an  exoeUent  English 
guide  with  a  foreign  name).  The 
Stockhom  (3  hrs.  ascent)  rises  almost^ 
immediately  behind  the  village  of  £r- 
lenbach. 

4^m,  W«uMfifriira[h8S  a  rough  coun- 
try Iim  (Post),  where  mules  may  be 
hired,  and  chairs  with  bearers,  to  con- 
vey persons  who  do  not  choose  to  walk, 
to  the  Sulphur  BaihB  of  Weiasenburg,  be- 
tween 2  uid  3  m.  from  this.  There  is 
an  ascent  immediately  on  leaving  the 
village,  but  after  that  the  ]^atb  winds 
through  a  beautiful  and  picturesque 
defile,  naiTowing  at  every  step  into  a 
profound  chasm,  tiU  sudoenly  the  Old 
Bath-house,  singularly  situated  in  its 
recetoes,  bursts  upon  the  view.  This 
large  building  is  placed  in  a  little  nook 
between  the  boiling  torrent  Biintschi 
and  the  rocks,  leaving  barely  space 
sufficient  for  the  house  and  baths. 
This  building  is  now  almost  excln- 
sivelv  occupied  by  peasants,  as  a  large 
new  hotel  and  baui-house  of  a  superior 
class  has  lately  been  opened.  This  is 
said  to  be  very  well  kept  by  an  atten- 
tive landlord,  and  the  charges  are 
reasonable.  The  scenery  around  is 
highly  pictnresone,  but  inacoessible  to 
all  but  stout  climbers,  except  along 
the  road  to  Weissenburg.  The  waters 
are  said  to  contain  magnesia,  soda, 
and  iron,  and  are  considerod  efficacious 
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in  removingintemal  obstructions.  The 
source  is  situated  about  ^  m.  higher  up 
in  the  gorgk,  and  the  water,  which  has 
a  temperature  of  above  82«  Fahr.  con- 
Teyed  to  the  baths  in  wooden  pipes 
carried  along  the  huoe  of  the  precipice. 
Some  way  up  the  ravine  the  pea- 
sants have  formed  a  pathway  out  of 
it  to  the  upper  pastures,  by  cutting 
notches  or  rude  steps  in  the  face  of  the 
rock,  and  nardy  by  attaching  ladders 
to  it.  By  this  means  they  scale  a  dizsy 
precipice  between  200  and  300  ft.  high. 
The  pedestrian  bound  for  the  upper 
Simmenthal  need  not  retrace  his  steps 
to  Weissenburg,  as  there  is  a  short 
cut  direct  from  the  baths  to  Oberwyl, 
on  the  high  road.] 

44  m.  Boltinjen  (  Ftm!  Bar ;  trout-fish- 
ing here),  a  village  situated  2600  ft. 
above  the  sea,  a  little  to  the  S.  of  the 
old  castle  of  Simmeneck.  The  ruined 
castle  of  Laubeck  overlooks  the  road, 
which  is  now  carried  round  the  emi- 
nence, avoiding  a  steep  ascent  The 
gorge  of  Loiibeok  is  a  scene  of  gfran- 
aeur.  Near  Beidenbach  there  are  coal- 
mines. [Two  paths  lead  from  Beiden- 
bach to  BuUe,  each  in  about  8  hrs. 
One  over  the  Klas  is  steeper  and  more 
mountainous;  the  other,  by  BMer^ 
moos,  through  lower  country,  with 
pastoral  scenery  alternating  with  pine 
forests.  Either  path  leads  down  the 
valley  of  the  Jaun  and  shortens  the 
journey  to  BuUe  by  about  4  leagues.] 
The  river  is  crossed  3  times  before 
reaching 

6|  m.  Zweiaimmen,  a  village  of  1200 
Inhab.,  composed  of  old  brown  and  red 
wooden  houses  (no  g^ood  Inn:  Lion; 
Krone),  situated  at  the  junction  of  the 
great  and  lesser  Simmen.  The  Castle 
of  Blankenburg  crowns  the  height 
about  a  mile  above  it  Until  the 
democratic  revolutions  in  canton 
Berne,  it  was  the  residence  of  the 
landvogt,  who  now  occupies  his  own 
humble  farm-house  beside  it  It  is 
still  the  seat  of  the  government,  and 
the  prison.  [A  char-road  1.  runs  hence 
past  (3  m.)  St  Stephan  (^Fnn:  Alter 
Schweitser),  to  (2^  m.)  Matten  and 
(i^J  m.)  An  der  Lenk  (see  Bte.  39).] 

The  road  to  BuUe  and  Yevay  now 
quits  the  Simmenthal  by  a  very  steep 


I  ascent,  through  beautiful  scenery,  in 
which  rugged  peaks  of  limestone  are 
interspersed  with  grand  forests  of  pine, 
and,  turning  to  the  S.W.,  crosses  an 
elevated  tract  of  pasture-land  called  the 
Saanen-Moser,  till  it  descends  upon 

9  m.  JSaanen  (Fr.  Oesaonay) — Irms: 
Grosslandhaus  ;  H.  de  Kranich  ; 
rOurs),  the  principal  place  in  the 
pastoral  valley  of  the  upper  Saane 
(Sarine),  whose  inhabitants  are  al- 
most exclusively  cattle -owners,  or 
ooeupied  in  their  dairies,  and  in  mann- 
fiioturing  excellent  cheese,  exported 
to  all  parts  of  the  world  as  Gruy^res 
cheese.  A  kind  peculiar  to  the  valley, 
too  delicate  to  near  exportation,  is 
called  Fotschari-kase.  [The  ascent  of 
the  Sanetsch  Pass  (Bte.  41)  is  made 
from  this.  There  is  also  a  pleasant 
footpath  leading  to  Gruy^re  over 
Grubenberg  in  2|  hrs.;  then  by  Ab- 
latsehen  U  hr.;  then  bv  Jaun  1^  hr. 
(Bellegarde  in  French),  Inn,  clean. 
And  lastly  down  the  valley  of  the 
Jaun. 

The  road  beyond  this  is  hiUy.  A 
little  below  Saanen  we  pass  out  of 
Berne  into  canton  Yaud.  German, 
the  language  of  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  valley,  is  soon  exchanged  for 
a  French  patois,  in  the  lower  por- 
tion, which  is  called  Pays  d*en  haut 
Bomand.  The  first  Yaudois  village,  2^ 
m.,  is  Bougemont  (Germ.  Bothberg 
— Inn:  Kreutz).  Its  ch&teau  was  for- 
merly a  convent 

H  m.  ChAteaud'OexiOewihy^Inns: 
L'Ours ;  Maison  de  Ville) — a  village 
of  612  Inhab.,  3030  ft  above  the  sea, 
rebuilt  after  a  conflagration  which 
almost  entirely  consumed  it  The 
ch&teau,  after  which  it  is  named,  is 
replaced  by  a  churdi  on  the  height 
where  once  it  stood.  The  road  next 
crosses  the  Saane  to  1^  m.  Moulias, 
[Hence  a  path  strikes  off  leading  into 
tibe  Yal  des  Ormonds  (Bte.  43)  by  the 
Monette,  and  also  into  that  over  the 
Dent  de  Jaman.]  At  1^  m.  a  torn  to 
the  L  leads  across  the  river,  passing 
to  RossinUre,  the  Pension  kept  dv  Mr. 
Henschos.  It  is  highly  praised ;  cnarge 
for  bed  and  boara,  4  fr.  50  c.  a  day. 
The  pass  of  the  Tine  between  very 
grand  rocks  and  pines  leads  to 
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4  m.  Montbowm — (Babenberg.  Inn : 
Dent  de  Jaman,  fair,  clean,  and  civil) 
— ^which  Byron  calls  "a  pretty  soraegy 
Tillage,  with  a  wild  river  and  a  wocmen 
brid^:"  it  is  situated  in  canton  ^^^y- 
burg.  A  few  horses  are  kept  here  &r 
hire.  It  is  better  to  order  them  from 
Veray  the  day  before. 

[A  horse-path  over  the  highly  inte- 
resting Pom  ofDeni  de  Jamantj ommen 
Pass),  4890  ft  above  die  sea-level,  de- 
scending upon  the  Lake  of  Geneva 
above  Montreux,  will  bring  the  tra- 
veller to  Vevay,  a  walk  of  5  hrs. 
After  reaching  the  Col.  and  descend- 
ing about  ^  hr.  the  path  divides, 
the  rt.  leading  to  Vevay,  the  1.  to 
Montreux.  Guide  needless.  Byron, 
who  crossed  this  path,  describes 
the  whole  route  as  ^  beautiful  as 
a  dream."  •*  The  view  from  the 
highest  points  (we  had  both  sides  of 
the  Jura  before  us  in  one  point  of 
view,  with  alps  in  plenty)  comprises, 
on  one  side,  the  greatest  part  of 
Lake  Leman  ;  on  the  other,  the  val- 
leys and  mountain  of  the  canton  of 
Freiburg,  and  an  immense  plain,  with 
the  lakes  of  Keuchatel  and  Morat 
and  all  which  the  borders  of  the 
Lake  of  Geneva  inherit.  The  music 
of  the  cow's  bells  (for  their  wealth, 
like  the  patriarch's,  is  cattle)  in  the 
pastures,  which  reach  to  a  height  far 
above  anv  mountains  in  Britam,  and 
the  shepherds  shouting  to  us  from 
crae  to  crag,  and  playing  on  their 
reeds,  where  the  steeps  appeared  al- 
most inaccessible,  with  the  surround- 
ing scenery,  realized  all  that  I  have 
ever  heara  or  imagined  of  a  pas- 
toral existence — much  more  so  than 
Greece  or  Asia  Minor,  for  there  we 
have  a  little  too  much  of  the  sabre 
and  musket  order,  and  if  there  is  a 
crook  in  one  hand,  you  are  sure  to 
see  a  gun  in  the  other ;  but  this  was 
pure  and  unmixed — solitary,  savage, 
and  patriarchaL  As  we  went  they 
played  the  *Ranz  de  Vaches'  and 
other  airs  by  way  of  fareweU.  I  have 
lately  reneopled  my  mind  with  nature." 
— JByron  s  Journal, 

The  view  from  the  Col  conounands 
|;reat  part  of  the  lake,  but  to  see  the 


Oberland  range  you  must  climb  the 
Dent  itself  2  hrs.  from  the  CoL  From 
Vevay  to  the  Col  is  4  hrs.  walk.] 

The  carriaee-road  from  Montbovoa 
to  Veva^  makes  a  very  long  detour  : 
descending  the  valley  of  the  Saane, 
and  circling  around  the  base  of  the 
Moiieon  (6181  ft.),  the  highest  moun- 
tain in  canton  Freyburg,  it  passes 
under  the  hills  crowned  by  the  castle 
and  town  of 

7  m.  Oruyeres  (German,  Greyerz) — 
Itrnt:  not  good.  This  dirty  little 
mouldering  town  of  375  Inhab.  is  ex- 
tremely picturesque  from  its  position 
on  the  face  of  a  hill,  the  top  of 
which  is  crowned  by  the  Castle,  very 
commanding  from  its  situation,  and 
well  preserved.  Its  owners,  the  Counts 
of  Gruy^res,  were  sovereigns  of  the 
surrounding  district  down  to  1554, 
when  the  family  became  bankrupt, 
and  the  creditors  seized  and  sold  the 
lordship  to  Berne,  so  that  the  last 
descencUnt  died  in  a  strange  land. 
The  oasUe  has  been  sold  to  M.  Rory, 
who  has  repaired  it  with  taste. 
The  gloomy  antiquity  of  the  in- 
terior corresptNids  with  the  cha- 
racter of  its  watch-towers,  battle* 
ments,  and  loop-holes  as  seen  from 
without.  The  walls  are  14  ft.  thick, 
the  halls  vaulted  and  diml;^  lighted 
by  small  windows :  in  one  is  a  fire- 
place at  which  oxen  were  roasted 
whole.  The  torture  chamber  at  the 
top  of  the  stairs  contained  the  rack, 
which  had  been  used  within  the  pre- 
sent century  to  inflict  punishment. 
The  Ch,of3t.Theodul€  {12^)  contains 
a  monument  with  marble  effigies  of 
a  Count  of  Gruy^res,  in  singular  cos- 
tume. The  inhabitants  of  the  town 
are  a  lazy  set,  many  of  them  pensioners 
of  a  very  rich  Hospital  here. 

The  language  spoken  by  the  people 
of  the  district,  a  dialect  of  the  Ko- 
mansch  (called,  in  German,  Gruverin- 
Welsch),  is  thou^t  to  prove  their 
descent  from  the  Burgunmans.  It  is 
a  subject  worthy  the  attention  of  tra- 
vellers. The  mstrict  is  also  famous 
for  its  oheeseSf  and  supplies  from  its 
rich  pastures  a  great  part  of  the 
40,000  centners  (owt.}  of  cheese  which 
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canton  Fre jburg  mBnafketUres  yearly, 
and  winch  is  chiefly  exported  under 
the  name  of  Gruydre. 

The  watch-tower  of  La  Tour  de 
Treme  was  an  oatpost  of  the  Counts 
of  Gruyeres. 

8  m.  Bnlk  (Boliy^lnns:  Cheyal 
Blanc ;  Maison  de  Ville)— one  of  the 
most  indnstrious  towns  in  the  canton. 
It  contains  2000  Inhab.,  and  is  the  chief 
depdt  for  the  Graydre  cheese  made 
in  the  valleys  of  the  Saarine  and  of 
Charmey,  and  in  the  elevated  plateau 
of  which  it  is  the  centre.  It  is  2300 
ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea;  and  if 
the  ages  inscribed  on  the  tombstones 
form  any  test,  it  must  be  one  of  the 
healthiest  places  in  the  world.  There 
is  a  curious  old  chateau,  but  the  town 
is  modem,  havine  been  burnt  in  1805. 
The  bise  or  N.eT  wind  blows  keenly 
over  the  plateau.  It  is  distant  about  1 6 
m.  from  FreybuTg,  and  the  same  from 
Venty.  A  diligence  daily  to  Romont 
Stat,  on  the  my.  from  Freybnrg  to 
Vevay. 

[From  Bulle  or  Gmy^res  may  be 
made  the  ascent  of  the  Mol4mm  ^6181 
ft),  commanding  a  magnificent  view.] 

Our  course  now  turns  S.  along  the 
fai^h  road  between  these  two  places, 
skirting  the  W.  base  of  the  Moleson  to 

11  m.  Chatel  8t,  Denis  (Kastels)— 
(^Itm:  Maison  de  Ville) — a  picturesque 
village  with  an  elevated  castle  on  the 
L  bank  of  the  Veveyse.  i  m.  S.  of 
it  the  road  enters  canton  Vaud. 

An  excellent  road,  admirably  en- 
gineered, carried  by  an  easy  descent 
in  Kigzi^  down  the  steep  hill  towards 
the  beautiful  lake  Leman,  conducts 
the  traveller  to 

8  m.  Fway  (Rte.  55).  The  view  from 
this  road  is  nearly  as  fine  as  from 
the  Jaman,  so  that  yon  have  no  reason 
to  regret  the  enormous  bends  which 
it  makes,  though  they  lengthen  the 
journey  by  several  miles. 

[A  sechided  route  leads  from  Thun 
to  Gmy^e  as  follows:  2^  hrs.  Wat- 
terwyli  2  hrs.  Gumigel,  2*  hrs. 
Schwefelbad,  4  hrs.  Schwarc  See  or 
Lake  of  Omeinaz,  2^  hrs.  Valsainte, 
3  hrs.  Gruyfere. 

The  Baths  of  Oitmiffel  (d7S2  ft.)  are 
much  flrequented.by  the  Bttnese.  Tiie  I 


country  is  high  and  wooded. 
felbadf  or  Bath  of  Ganterist,  is  a  de- 
caying establishment  in  a  treeless 
country.  The  lake  of  Omemaz  (3464 
ft. )  is  deservedly  called  the  Schwarts 
See.    Hospitable  quarters  at  a  ne- 

fleeted  bathing  establishment  on  its 
^.  shore.  The  surrounding  landscape 
is  charming.  The  Valsainte  is  a  mo- 
nastery in  a  smiling  valley.] 


EOUTE  43. 

CuItEAU  d'oEZ  to  AIOLE  OB  BEX,  BT 
THB  YALLET  DBS  0BM0N08. 

A  bridle-path  (carriage-road  in  pro- 

ffess)  diverges  to  the  1.  from  the 
igh  road  (Rte.  42)  at  Jfou/itw,  near 
Chateau  d'Oex,  and  leads  in  5  hrs. 
by  Comballaz  to  Sepey,  whence  there 
is  a  good  carriage-road,  by  a  long  in- 
cline of  6§  m.,  to  Aigle. 

The  bridle-path  mounts  steeply  for 
J  hr.  Thenceforward  it  is  a  char- 
road,  and  pretty  level.  In  If  m.  our 
path  turns  off  to  the  rt,  and  imme- 
diately crosses  a  stream  by  a  bridge. 
[The  road  that  is  quitted  leads  through 
the  F.  dtEtivaz,  whence  easy  moun- 
tain-paths lead  into  the  Ormond  Des- 
Bus.]  Hence  1|  m.  by  Lecherette,  a 
scattered  village  on  the  rt.  (where 
milk  and  wine  can  be  had).  It  is 
skirted,  not  passed  through.  In  §  m. 
another  stream  is  crossed ;  then  I  m. 
to  Les  MosseSj  a  straggling  village  ou 
elevated  meadows.  [The  elevated 
Lac  Lioeon  is  well  worth  a  visit 
Turning  to  the  I.  from  Les  Mosses,  it 
may  be  reached  in  1  hr.  Ascend 
from  it  in  }  hr.  the  Chaussi  (7996  ft.). 
for  the  -sake  of  its  crand  view  over 
the  Diablerets,  Dent  du  Midi,  and  Lac 
Leman.  Hence  by  a  new  road,  and 
amidst  pine-forests,  ntshing  cascades^ 


Switzerland. 
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valleys,  and  moiintaiDS,  the  traTeUer 
arrives  at  Sepey  through  the  pieta- 
reeqne  valley  of  Les  Ormonds.]  In 
1}  m.  the  road  fbrks  (the  l/haod 
branch  oroeses  the  stream,  and  takes 
in-  5^  m.  to  Plans  des  Isles  [see  be- 
low!) ;  our  way  is  to  the  rt.,  and  leads 
in  j  m.  to  Comballaz,  A  rustic  but 
comfortable  Inn  and  J^ension  (5000  ft.) 
^charge  5  fr.  a  day),  much  freqoentea 
in  sammer  for  its  mountain  air  and 
sulphureous  mineral  spring  of  some 
celebrity.  It  is  seldom  free  from 
snow  before  the  end  of  June.  There 
is  not  much  view  from  the  place, 
though  many  pretty  excursions. 

2  m.  Sepey  (Inns:  I'^toile  (fair^,  is 
one  of  3  pensions  of  a  homely  kind, 
moderate  in  their  charges,  as  well  as 
in  accommodation,  frequented  by 
Swiss,  who  resort  to  them  from  June 
to  the  end  of  August).  It  is  a  primi- 
tive town.  The  houses  are  entirely 
composed  of  wood ;  most  of  them  are 
carved,  and  covered  with  verses  and 
texts  from  the  Hble. 

The  pasturages  in  this  valley  are 
celebrated,  and  the  cheese,  cream, 
and  butter  of  Les  Ormonds  (**  Ormond 
Dessus  **  above  Sepey,  and  *'  Dessoos" 
below  it)  equal  any  in  the  canton. 

Sepev  may  also  be  conveniently 
reached  from  Rte.  42  bv  turning  off 
at  Samen,  and  taking  a  char  to  Gsteig 
(in  French,  Ch&telet),  8^  m.  Thence 
a  bridle-path  over  the  Col  de  Pillon  to 
a  level  tract  in  the  valley  of  the  Or^ 
numd  Dessfis  (8}  hrs.),  called  Plan  dea 
Isies,  where  there  is  a  veryffavourite 
Pension  and  Jlotel,  H.  des  Diablerets. 
Here  the  char-road  begins.  It  is  bad 
at  first,  but  improves  towards  Sepey. 
Ij  m.  Vers  CEglise  C  Pension  and  Inn ; 
Cerf,  small  but  fair;,  thence  6  m.  to 
Sepey. 

Another  way  of  reaching  Sepey  is 
to  start  as  above,  but  to  leave  the 
char-road  at  Feutersoey,  6  m.  from 
Gsteig,  and  f  m.  after  the  bridge  over 
the  stream ;  thence  to  turn  rt.  up  the 
valley,  and  make  for  the  (4  m.)  Lake 
of  Amen  (5072  ft).  Food  may  be  had 
at  the  ch&lets  b^  its  side,  but  the 
people  are  extortionate.  The  lake  is 
beautifully  placed  within  wooded 
slopes  and  rocky  shores.    Thence  the 


pedestrian  may  find  his  way  for  him- 
self over  the  hills  to  the  Plan  des 
Isles,  which  lies  (4  m.  in  a  direct 
line)  S.W. 

The  head  of  die  valley  of  the  Or- 
mond Dessus  is  S.  of  the  road  over  the 
Col  de  Pillon*  It  is  surrounded  by  a 
precipitotts  range  of  limestone-rocks, 
shaped  like  a  horseshoe:  not  unlike 
the  Cirque  of  Gavamie^  in  the  Pyre- 
nees, over  which  dash  5  or  6  water- 
falls, while  behind  rise  the  snow  and 
peaks  of  the  Diablerets.  This  scene 
18  well  worth  a  visit,  [By  the  Goi  de 
la  Croix  the  traveller  may  descend  by 
Grion  to  Bex,  a  stat.  on  the  Rhon« 
Ely.] 

Aig/e^  6^  m.  from  SepOT.  The  de- 
scent is  made  in  any  kind  of  carriage 
in  1  hr.,  the  ascent  in  2}  hrs.,  by  a 
road  remarkable  for  its  beauty  of  con-» 
struction.  It  was  commenced  by  the 
Vaudois  Government  in  1836,  with 
the  intention  of  connecting  the  Sim- 
plon  with  Thun,  Interlaken,  and  the 
German  cantons  at  Ch&tean  d'Oex, 
but,  owing  to  the  enormous  expense 
attending  its  formation,  and  the  con- 
tinual n^ful  repairs,  from  snow  and 
other  causes,  it  has  not  been  continued 
farther  than  Sepey.  The  road  is 
wide,  and  its  gradual  and  easy  ascent 
around  the  sides  of  a  seemingly  im- 
practicable mountain,  to  a  height  of 
nearly  3000  ft.,  reflects  high  credit  on 
the  engineer  who  superiuteirded  the 
work,  M.  Pichard,  a  ^Vaudois.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  valley,  beneath  the 
feet  of  the  trayeller,  rushes  the  Grande 
Eau  in  a  cbutinual  series  of  torrents 
and  cascades.  In  the  distance,  near 
Aigle,  the  snowy  tops  of  the  Dent  du 
Midi  glisten  in  contrast  to  the  dark 
forests  of  the  Ormonds ;  and  the  Dent 
du  Chamossaire,  to  the  N.,  rears  its 
grey  peak  above  the  pasturages  and 
chftiets  that  are  everywhere  scattered 
on  the  mountain^sides. 

Aigle  {Inns:  a  new  inn  close  to 
the  station;  Victoria,  very  good),  a 
Stat,  on-  the  Simplon  Kly.,  is  the  best 
starting-point  for  exploring  the  Valley 
des  Ormonds.  There  are  numerous 
paths  among  these  mountains  by  which 
the  route  may  be  varied. 

Half  a  diky  may  be  spent  in  a  very 
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pleasant  trip  from  Sepey  to  Bex  or 
OUon,  by  croeslDg  the  Grande  Eaa  on 
the  bridge  1  m.  below  Sepey,  to  the 
S.£n  aacending  the  opposite  slopes  to 
the  Forciaz,  then  to  a  jueasant  cascade 
and  the  Lake  des  ChavormeB  ($876  ft), 
2}  hrs.  (this  little  sheet  of  water  is 
near  2  others  of  less  note),  and  by  fine 
forests.  The  oh&lets  of  Bretaye,  im- 
mediately above  it,  afford  cream  and 
milk.  The  top  of  the  Pointe  de 
Chamossaire  (6900  ft.)  is  well  worth 
ascent,  for  its  fine  panorama.  1|  hr. 
descent  from  Bretaye  leads  to  Che- 
si^res  (4000  ft.),  a  village,  where  the 
chftlet  of  the  brothers  Amigaet  is 
always  crowded  by  visitors,  as  well  as 
the  neiffhbouring  (Mlet  VUlard^  in  the 
t^Qt  of  the  finest  Alps  of  Savoy.  2 
hrs.  from  Ch^^res  will  lead  down  to 
Bex. 


ROUTE  45. 

BERNE  TO  LAUSANNE  (AND  VEVAT), 
BT  rRETBDBO  (BAIL). 

StatkHML  Distaaoe. 

BUmplatz  ....... 

Freyburg 

Bomont 

Oron 

Cbexbrea  (Vevay)    .... 
Lancanne 

4  Trains  daily  to  Freybarg  in  1 J  hr. 
— to  Chexbres— Vevay  in  £^  hrs. ; 
to  Lausanne  in  3i-4  hrs. 

Quitting  Berne  Stat.,  the  chain  of 


Bernese  Alps  and  mountaina  of  the 
Simmenthal  appear. 

Bumplats  Stat.  The  Sense,  which 
divides  oantou  Berne  from  Freyburg^, 
and  comes  from  Schwefelbad  and 
Omeinaz  Lake  (Bte.  42),  is  crossed. 

Flamatt  Stat. 

[Diiiffence  twice  a-day  to  4  m.  Laa* 
pen,  by  Neueneck  (/nn,  tursch),  on  the 
Sense.  It  is  famous  for  the  battle  in 
which  the  Swiss  confederates,  under 
Rudolph  of  Erlach,  defeated  the 
mailed  chivalry  of  Burgundy  and 
Suabia,  1339.  A  tower,  erected  185H, 
with  a  short  inscription  to  comme- 
morate the  victory  stands  near  the 
spot  where  the  main  battle  raged.] 

Tunnel  beyond  Flamatt  Stat. 

Balliswvl  Stat.  Here  is  the  Greai 
Viaduct  by  which  the  Sarine  is 
crossed.  It  is  of  cast-iron,  3000  tons 
being  used  in  its  construction:  length 
between  abutments,  1094  ft.;  height 
above  water,  259  ft. 

On  entering  canton  Freyburg  the 

Suze  wings  and  dark  dress  of  the 
nale  peasantry  of  Berne  are  ex- 
changed for  broad-brimmed,  flapping 
straw  hats  and  red  petticoats ;  while 
the  numerous  crosses  at  the  road- 
side announce  a  Roman  Catholic 
canton. 

Skirting  the  old  walls  we  soon 
reach 

Ft^ybwrg  Stat.,  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  town,  near  the  Jesuits'  College. 
Walk  from  this  through  the  town  and 
cross  the  Suspension  Bridge,  thence  rt. 
to  the  bridge  over  the  Gotteron,  cross 
it  and  descending  the  valley,  pass  the 
Loretto  chapel,  whence  tne  view  is 
very  pleasing,  and  re-enter  the  town 
near  the  Arsenal. 

The  appearance  of  Freyburg  from 
the  Berne  road  and  the  wire-bridge 
is  singularly  striking  and  picturesque, 
as  the  road,  winding  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  steep  hiU  overlook- 
ing the  valley  of  the  Saarine,  brings 
the  traveller  suddenly  in  view  of  the 
antique  battlements  and  numerous 
towers,  crowning  the  summit  of  a 
precipitous  rock  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  gorge.  Kear  the  top  of  the  hill 
is  seen  a  staring  modem  building, 
like  a  manufiictory,  with  5  stories  and 
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many  windows,  once  a  Jesuits'  Pen- 
siomiat ;  not  far  from  it  the  former 
Jesnits'  college  and  convent ;  next, 
the  Crothic  tower  and  church  of  St. 
Nicholas ;  beyond  appears  the  snspen- 
8ion*bridge,  hung  by  4  ropes  of  iron 
across  the  river,  and  linking  toother 
the  two  sides  of  the  valley.  Previous  to 
its  construction  the  only  way  of  reach- 
ing the  town  from  Berne  was  by  de- 
scending the  steep  hill  on  the  one  side, 
and  f<dlowing  numerous  circuitous  sig- 
zags  which  led  to  the  water  side.  The 
road  then  crossed  the  river  3  times  bv 

3  different  low  bridees,  alter  which  it 
immediately  ascen£d  another  slope 
equally  steep.  A  dilisenoe,  or  heavy 
carrif^ro,  performing  wis  meandering 
and  difficult  route,  required  not  much 
less  than  an  hour  to  pass  through  the 
town ;  at  present  the  traveller  rolls 
luxuriously  orer  this  beautiful  bridee, 
and,  without  either  ascending  or  ae- 
scending,  is  transported  in  2  minutes 
through  a  breach  formed  in  the  old 
houses,  on  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
into  the  centre  of  the  town.  A  mo- 
derate toll  for  every  person,  horse,  and 
carriage,  is  paid  on  crossing. 

Frbybubo. — (JtMs:  Ziihringer  Hof, 
close  to  the  bridge,  very  good;  B., 
2  fr. ;  table-d'hdte  at  12^,  3  fr. ;  at  5, 

4  fr. ;  tea  1^  fir.  Beer  excellent.  The 
view  of  the  two  bridges  from  the  plat- 
form behind  is  very  fine.  H.  des 
Merciers  (Kriimem)  near  the  church, 
good  and  cheaper:  U.  de  Freibure.) 

Freyburg  (10,560  inhab.,  chiefiy 
Rom^  Cath.),  the  capital  of  canton 
Freyburg,  is  situated  on  a  promontory 
formed  by  the  windings  of  the  Saarine 
(Saane).  Many  of  the  houses  stand 
on  the  very  edge  of  the  precipice  over- 
hanging uie  river,  ana  their  quaint 
architecture,  the  long  line  of  embat- 
tled walls  stretching  up  hill  and  down 
dale,  varied  by  the  chain  of  feudal 
watch-towers,  and  gateways  of  the 
ancient  fortifications  which  still  exist 
in  a  perfect  state,  together  with  the 
sing^ar  and  romantic  features  of  the 
gorge  of  the  Saarine,  make  Uie  distant 
view  of  the  town  at  once  imposing  and 
highly  picturesque.  The  narrow  dirty 
streets  and  mean  buildings  of  the  in- 
terior do  not  altogether  correspond 


with  these  outward  promises  of  in* 
terest. 

The  pleasure  of  rambling  about 
Fre^bur^  is  materially  diminished  by 
notices  m  every  direction  of  warn- 
ing against  trespassers. 

Freyburewas  founded  in  1175,  by 
Duke  Berchthold  of  Ziihringen,  father 
of  him  who  founded  Berne,  and  was 
long  a  free  town.  In  1343  it  entered 
into  alliance  with  Bene,  but  after- 
wards became  subject  to  the  Dukes  of 
Savoy ;  but  having  amin  become  free, 
was  in  1481  admitted  into  the  Swiss 
confederation. 

The  Suspention  Bridge^  the  longest 
of  a  sinele  curve  in  the  world,  was 
completed  and  thrown  open  in  1834. 
The  engineer  who  constructed  it  is 
M.  Chalev,  of  Lyons.  Its  dimensions, 
compared  with  those  of  the  Menai 
bridge,  are  as  follows: — 


Freybnig. 
Menai.... 


Length.    Elevation.    Breadth. 
..905  ft.         180  ft.        SSft.  llln. 
..5S0  180  25 


It  is  supported  on  4  cables  of  iron 
wire,  each  containing  1056  wires,  the 
united  strength  of  which  is  capable  of 
supporting  3  times  the  weight  which 
the  oridge  will  ever  be  likely  to  bear, 
or  3  times  the  weight  of  2  rows  of 
waggons,  extending  entirely  across  \u 
The  cables  enter  the  ground  on  each 
side  obliquely  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  are  then  carried  down  ver- 
tical shafts  cut  in  the  rock,  and  filled 
with  masonry,  through  which  they 
pass,  being  attached  at  the  extremity 
to  enormous  blocks  of  stone.  The 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed  are 
almost  exclusively  Swiss;  the  iroQ 
came  from  Berne,  the  limestone  ma- 
sonry from  the  quarries  of  the  Jura, 
the  wood-work  from  the  forests  of 
Freyburg:  the  workmen  were,  with 
the  exception  of  one  man,  natives  who 
had  never  seen  such  a  bridge  before.  It 
was  completed  between  1830  and  1838, 
at  an  expense  of  about  600,000  fr. 
(24,000/.  sterling^),  and  in  1834  was 
subjected  to  various  severe  trials  to 
prove  its  strength.  First,  15  pieces  of 
artiller jr,  drawn  by  50  horses,  and  ac- 
companied by  300  people,  passed  over 
it  at  one  time,  ana  were  collected  in 
U 
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as  close  a  body  as  possible,  first  on  the 
centre,  and  then  at  the  two  extremities, 
to  try  the  effect  of  their  concentrated 
weignt.  A  depression  of  a  metre  (39^ 
inches)  was  thus  produced  in  the  part 
most  weighed  upon,  but  no  sensible 
oscillation  was  oocasioned.  A:  few 
days  after  the  bridge  was  opened  by 
the  bishop  and  authorities  of  the  town, 
accompanied  by  about  2000  persons, 
who  passed  over  it  twice,  in  proces- 
sion, preceded  by  a  military  band, 
and  keeping  step.  The  passage  of  2 
.  or  3  heavy  carriages  or  carts  across  it 
causes  only  the  sliehtest  perceptible 
oscillation;  and  nouiing  is  more  ex- 
traordinary in  this  beautiful  structure 
than  the  combination  of  stability  with 
such  apparent  fragility.  The  bridge 
has  now  stood  for  upwards  of  20 
years,  and  certainly  does  not  contain 
one-tenth  of  the  iron  used  in  suspen- 
sion bridges  of  English  construction. 
It  is  well  seen  from  the  platform  of 
the  Zahringer  Hof,  from  the  old  road 
below  it,  and  from  the  singular  gorge 
of  Gotteron. 

Another  Wire  Bridge,  640  feet  long 
and  317  high,  has  been  suspended 
across  the  gorge  of  Gotteron,  on  the 
opposite  si&  of  the  river  Saarine.  It 
was  finished  in  1840.  Though  not  of 
such  large  dimensions  as  that  built  in 
1834,  it  is  very  curious,  as  the  wire 
cables  are  attached  immediately  to 
the  solid  rock  on  each  side  and[  the 
point  of  suspension  is  higher  on  one 
side  than  on  the  other,  which  gives  it 
the  appearance  of  half  a  bridge.  The 
object  of  this  mode  of  construction  is 
economy,  the  expense  of  building  piers 
of  solid  masonry  from  the  bottom  of 
the  valley  being  saved. 

The  Collegiate  Church  of  St  Nicholas 
is  rather  a  handsome  Gothic  building, 
chiefiy  in  the  Flamboyant  style  (date 
1285-1 500).  The  exterior  was  carefully 
restored  in  1856.  The  portal  under 
the  tower  (date  1452)  is  surmounted 
by  a  curious  bas-relief,  representing 
the  Last  Judgment.  In  the  centre 
stands  St  Nicholas,  and  above  him  is 
seated  Uie  Saviour;  on  the  1.  hand  an 
angel  is  weighing  mankind  in  a  huge 
pair  of  scales,  not  singly  but  by  lots, 
and  a  pair  of  imps  are  maliciously 


endeavouring  to  pull  down  one  scale, 
and  make  the  other  kick  the  beam; 
below  is  St.  Peter,  ushering  the  good 
into  Paradise.  Gn  the  rt  hand  is  the 
reverse  of  this  picture — a  devil,  vrith 
a  pig's  head,  is  arasrging  after  him,  by 
a  chain,  a  crowd  of  wicked,  and  car- 
ries a  basket  on  his  back,  also  filled 
with  figures,  apparently  about  to  pre- 
cipitate them  mto  a  vast  cauldron 
suspended  over  a  fire,  which  several 
other  imps  are  stirring.  In  the  cor- 
ner is  Hell,  represented  by  the  jaws 
of  a  monster,  filled  up  to  the  teeth 
with  evil-doers,  and  above  it  is  Satan, 
seated  on  his  throne. 

The  Organ,  built  by  the  late  Aloys 
Moser,  a  native  of  the  town,  is  one 
of  the  finest  instruments  in  Europe. 
The  organist  is  allowed  to  play  on  it 
for  the  gratification  of  travellers  only 
at  a  fixed  hour,  8^  p.m.,  except  on  cer- 
tain feast  days.  Tickets  are  obtained 
at  the  hotels.  His  fee  is  11  fr.  for  a 
party  at  any  other  time.  The  perform- 
ance terminates  with  the  imitation  of 
a  storm,  introducing  the  howling  of  the 
wind,  and  the  roaring  of  the  thunder, 
interspersed  vrith  a  few  flashes  of 
lightnmgfrom  *DerFreischute.*  The 
instrument  has  64  stops  and  7800  pipes, 
some  of  them  32  ftr  long. 

Down  to  1847  canton  Freybnrg 
presented  a  remarkable  instance  of-  a 
state  with  a  constitution  purely  demo- 
cratic, in  which  the  chief  influence 
was  exercised  by  the  hierarchy.  The 
town  of  Freybnrg  was  a  stronghold  of 
the  Koman  Catholic  priestho<3:  it  is 
the  see  of  a  bishop,  who  still  styles 
himself  Bishop  of  Lausanne,  although, 
since  the  Beformation,  the  canton 
Vaud  is  cut  off  from  his  diocese.  It 
contained  no  less  than  9  convents 
(5  for  monks  and  4  for  nuns),  12 
churches,  and  10  chapels.  The  Jesuits, 
while  interdicted  from  most  other 
states  of  Europe,  were  here  openly 
tolerated,  having  been  recalled,  in 
181 8,  by  a  decree  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  the  canton. 

The  Jesuits'  Concent,  or  college,  was 
founded  in  1584  by  Father  Canisius, 
who  died  in  the  odour  of  sanctity  at 
the  age  of  77,  and  is  interred  in  the 
Jesuits'  church,  awaiting  the  honours 
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of  canonisation,  which  have  been,  it  is 
said,  long  promised  to  his  remains. 
Henry  IV.  of  France  subscribed  to- 
wards the  buUding  of  the  church,  and 
presented  the  high  altar,  little  aware 
of  his  coming  fate  from  Uie  dagger  of 
a  Jesuit.  The  college  was  suppressed 
by  a  decree  of  the  Diet,  1847.  The 
building  of  the  convent  is  of  very 
humble  kind,  rather  mean  than  other- 
wise, and  contains  nothing  remark- 
able. Its  walls  are  lined  with  bad 
portraits  of  the  generals  of  the  order 
of  Jesus,  and  of  the  rectors  of  the 
establishment. 

The  Fenaionnai,  or  Jesuits*  School, 
the  most  conspicuous  building  in  the 
town,  situated  on  a  spot  overlooking 
the  other  edifices,  was  destined  for 
the  reception  of  about  400  pupils, 
many  of  them  children  of  the  Koman 
Catholic  noblesse  of  France  and  Ger- 
many, who  were  sent  hither  for  their 
education.  The  School  and  Convent 
ha?e  been  turned  into  a  Cantonal 
school  since  1848  ;  but  the  loss  of  the 
Jesuits'  School  is  felt  severely  by  the 
tradesmen  of  the  town,  who  were  also 
the  owners  of  the  building. 

Among  the  curiosities  of  Freyburg 
is  the  ancient  trunk  of  a  Lime-tree, 
phmted,  according  to  tradition,  on  the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Morat,  in  1476. 
The  story  relates  that  a  ^oung  Frev- 
bureois,  who  had  fought  m  the  battle, 
anxious  to  bring  home  the  good  news, 
ran  the  whole  way,  and  arrived  on 
this  spot,  bleeding,  out  of  breath,  and 
so  exhausted  by  fatigue,  that  he  fell 
down,  and  had  barely  time  to  cry 
"  Victory  r*  when  he  expired.  The 
branch  of  lime  which  he  carried  in 
his  hand  was  immediately  planted, 
and  grew  into  the  tree,  of  which  this 
decayed  trimk,  20  ft  in  circumference, 
is  the  remains.  Its  branches  are  sup- 
ported by  stone  pillars. 

Near  to  it  is  the  ancient  RaViham, 
a  building  of  no  consequence,  but 
standing  on  the  site  of  the  Duke  of 
Zahringen's  castle. 

A  long  flight  of  steps  leads  from 
this  down  to  the  lower  town  and  river 
side :  it  is  called  the  Rue  Court  Chemin, 
and  the  roofs  of  some  of  its  houi>es 


serve  as  pavement  for  the  street  above 
it,  called  Rve  Grande  Fontaine. 

The  canton  Freyburg  is  singularly 
divided  between  the  German  and 
French  languages;  and  the  line  of 
separation,  extending  from  the  S.E. 
comer  to  the  N.W.,  passes  through 
the  town  of  Freyburg,  so  that  in  the 
upper  town  French  is  spoken,  and  in 
the  lower  German.  This  distinction, 
however,  is  wearing  out 

The  walls  and  gates  of  the  town 
are  perfect  specimens  of  ancient  forti- 
fication, and  contribute,  along  with  the 
general  air  of  antiquity,  to  carry  back 
the  spectator  to  a  remote  state  of 
society.  One  tower,  near  the  Pre- 
fecture (thrown  across  the  street,  and 
now  converted  into  a  prison),  has  ac- 
quired the  name  of  La  Moitcaiae  Tow, 
because  it  contained  the  rack.  Though 
the  torture  had  been  disused  in  the 
canton  for  many  years,  it  was  not 
legally  abolished  nntil  18301 

The  romantic  character  of  the 
winding  gorge  of  the  Saarine,  on 
whose  margin  Freyburg  is  planted, 
has  been  before  alluded  to.  Close  to 
the  old  bridge  of  Berne,  another  gorge, 
deep  sunk  between  rocks  of  sandstone, 
called  Gorge  de  Gotteron^  opens  into  the 
Saarine.  It  is  a  wild  spot,  with 
strange  old  tumble-down  mills  on  the 
stream,  and  the  wire  bridge,  spanning 
the  ravine  high  over  head  with  its 
web-like  filaments,  increases  its  pic- 
turesque character.  The  larger  sus- 
pension-bridge is  also  well  seen  from 
It 

About  3  m.  lower  down  the  valley 
of  the  Saarine  is  the  Grotto  of  St  Mag^ 
dalene,  a  hermitage  and  chapel  cut  out 
of  the  sandstone  rock,  by  a  native  of 
Gruydres  named  Dupre,  between  1670 
and  1680.  Its  wonders  have  been  ex- 
i  aggerated  by  the  ^ide-books,  and  it 
is  scarce  worth  a  visit 

Diligencee    twice    daily    to    Morat, 
about  10  m.  (Rte.  46),  corresponding 
with  the    steamer  to  Neuchatel,  to 
i  Bulle  and  Payeme. 

On  quitting  Freyburg  StaC  the 
train  overlooks  (L)  the  deep  valley  of 
the  Sense,  and  the  Mont  Moldson. 
1.  See  the  Nunnery  of  La  Fille  Dieu, 
on  ucaring 

n  2 
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SomontStai,{lfm8:  Cerf;  Couronne), 
picturesquely  seated  on  a  hill  above 
the  Glane.  The  Ccuth  was  founded 
by  the  Kings  of  Burgundy  in  the  10th 
centy.,  and  has  a  round  Ibwer  of  solid 
masonry  of  that  age  worth  notice. 
Soon  aner  leaving  l&mont,  a  glimpse 
of  Mont  Blanc  may  be  gain^,  and, 
beyond 

Vanderens  Stat.,  of  the  Jura  range. 

Bue  {Inns :  H.  de  YiUe  ;  Fleur  de 
Lys)  is  a  picturesque  town,  with  castle, 
in  the  vale  of  the  Broye. 

Oron  le  Chdtelet  Stat. 

Chexbres  Stat,  This  is  the  station 
for  Vevay. 

lOmmbaaes,  to  and  from  every  train ; 
fcure  I  fr.,  lugffage  extra;  a  orive  of 
rather  more  than  1  hr.  The  return 
(ascent)  takes  longer.    Fine  views.] 

On  emerging  from  the  rly.  tunnel 
beyond  Chexbres,  a  magnificent  view. 
The  Lake  of  Geneva,  Valley  of  Rhone, 
Dent  de  Jaman,  and  other  mountains 
beyond. 

Grand  Yant  Stat. 

La  Conversion  Stat,  near  the  vil- 
lage Lutry. 

A  long  viaduct  of  9  arches  next 
carries  the  line  over  a  valley  through 
which  runs  the  viaduct  of  the  Geneva 
and  Lausanne  Rly.  (W.  of  Swits- 
erland).  The  2  fines  unite  before 
entering 

Lauaanne  Junct.  Stat,  (in  Rte.  55). 


ROUTE  46. 

BERWE  TO  LAUSANNE,  BY  MORAT  AND 
AVENCHES  (AVENTICUM). 

Post  road,    6^  posts  r  56^  £ng.  m. 
Posts.    Eng.  m. 


Berne. 
Gttminea 
Moral  . 
Payeme . 
Lausanne 


U  —  Hi 

i  =  6* 

H  =  11* 

3  =  27 


The  most  expeditious  route  Arom 
Berne  to  Lausanne  is  by  rly.  (Rte. 
45).  Those  who  enjoy  drivin?  through 
a  fine  fruitful  country,  with  much 
pleasing  hill  scenery,  and  several  ob- 

iects  of  interest  on  the  way,  may  ad- 
lere  to  the  old  carriage-road,  and  will 
find  it  a^^eeable  to  break  the  journey 
by  sleepmg  at  Payeme.  Diligence  to 
Morat  in  3  hrs. 

^  Soon  after  leaving  Berne  a  distant 
view  of  the  Alps  is  obtained  on  the  L 
The  Saarine  is  crossed  by  a  covered 
Bridge  at 

Guminen,  and  a  little  farther  on  the 
road  enters  Canton  Freyburg. 

Morat  —  Germ.  Murten  —  (Inns  .• 
Couronne  ;  Croix  Blanche)— a  thriv- 
ing town  of  2300  Inhab.,  situated  on 
the  E.  shore  of  the  lake  of  Morat, 
on  the  high  road  from  Berne,  Basle, 
and  Soleure,  to  Lausanne.  Steamboat 
across  the  lake,  down  the  river, 
through  NeuchfttelL.  to  Neuch&tel.  Its 
narrow  and  somewhat  dismal  streets 
are  overlooked^by  an  old  Castie  ;  and  it 
is  still  partly  surrounded  by  feudal 
fortifications — the  same  which,  for  10 
days,  withstood  the  artillery  of  Charles 
the  Bold. 

•  *  There  is  a  spot  should  not  be  psss'd  In  vain-^ 
Morat  I  the  proud,  the  patriot  field  I    Where 

nan 
May  gaze  on  ghastly  trophies  of  the  slaha, 
Nor  blush  for  those  who  conquer'd  on  that 

plain. 
T^re  Burfnindy  bequeathed  his  tombless  host, 
A  bony  heap  through  ages  to  remain ; 
Tliemselves  their  monument."  Bgnm, 
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The  battle  of  1476,  which  has  ren- 
dered the  name  of  this  otherwise  in- 
significant town  famous  all  over  the 
world,  was  fought  under  its  walls. 
The  Swiss  were  drawn  up  along  the 
heights  a  little  to  the  S.W.,  and  no- 
thing could  resist  their  impetuous 
charge.  The  loss  of  the  Burgundians 
was  immense  :  1 5,000  dead  bodies 
were  left  on  the  field,  and  thousands 
perished  in  the  lake.  The  bodies  of 
the  slain  were  collected  by  the  Swiss 
in  an  Ossuary,  which,  after  standing 
300  years,  was  destroyed  in  1798  by 
the  soldiers  of  the  Burgundian  Legion 
in  the  Reyolutionary  French  army, 
anxious  to  efface  this  record  of  their 
ancestors'  disgrace  and  defeat.  The 
ringleaders  were  the  band  of  the  75th 
half-brigade. 

It  should,  however,  be  recollected 
that  the  Swiss  were  not  here  defend- 
ing their  own  country,  but  were  in- 
vading the  territories  of  the  Duke  of 
Savov,  of  which  the  present  Pays  de 
Vaud  then  formed  part,  because  the 
nobles  there  had  taken  the  part  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  that  the  war 
with  Charles  of  Burgundy  had  been 
partly  occasioned  by  the  intrigues  and 
bribery  of  Louis  XI. 

Byron,  who  visited  the  spot  in  1816, 
says — "  A  few  bones  still  remain,  not- 
withstanding the  pains  taken  by  the 
BuTgundians  for  ages  (all  who  passed 
that  way  removing  a  bone  to  their 
own  country),  and  the  less  pnstiiiable 
larcenies  of  the  Swiss  postilions,  who 
carried  them  off  to  sell  for  knife- 
handles— a  purpose  for  which  the 
whiteness,  imbibed  by  the  bleaching 
of  years,  had  rendered  them  in  great 
request.  Of  those  relics  I  ventured 
to  bring  away  as  much  as  may  have 
made  a  quarter  of  a  hero,  for  which 
the  sole  excuse  is,  that,  if  I  bnd  not, 
the  next  passer-by  might  have  per- 
verted them  to  worse  uses  than  the 
careful  preservation  which  I  intended 
for  them." — Di/ron. 

Since  Byron  Wsited  the  spot,  the 
scattered  remains  have  b^en  collected 
and  buried,  and  an  obelisk  has  been 
set  up  over  them  (in  1822),  by  the 
canton,  at  the  road-side,  about  }  m. 
8.  of  Horat,  on  the  site  of  the  bone- 


honse.  The  inscription  belonging  to 
it,  and  one  or  two  cannon,  made  of 
iron  hoops,  used  in  the  battle,  are 
still  preserved  in  the  Town-hcme  of 
Morat. 

The  best  view  of  the  battle-field 
and  lake  is  from  the  hill  of  MUnch* 
wyler,  near  an  enormous  lime-tree, 
36  ft  in  circumference,  and  90  ft. 
high,  still  in  full  vigour  and  luxuri- 
ant foliage :  it  is  probably  at  least  600 
years  old,  since,  according  to  tradi- 
tion, the  Swiss  held  a  council  of  war 
before  the  battle  under  its  shade.  Ac- 
cording to  Ebel,  the  tree  is  86  ft.  t» 
diameter;  and  the  American,  Cooper, 
in  consequence,  took  a  long  walk  up 
the  hill,  under  a  hot  sun,  to  see  it. 
"  There  we  went,  drag^ng  our  weary 
limbs  after  us,  to  discover  that  for 
*  diam^tre '  we  ought  to  have  read 
'  circonferenoe.'  I  wish  the  erratum 
had  been  in  his  book  instead  of  mine." 

The  lake  of  Morat  is  about  5  m. 
long  and  3  broad:  it  is  separated  by 
a  narrow  flat  tract  of  land  from  the 
lake  of  Neuch&tel,  but  empties  itself 
into  it  through  the  river  Broye. 

[About  5  m.  beyond  Monit  is 

Avenchea  —  Germ.  Wiflisbnrg  — 
(/iwM.'  Couronne;  Hotel  de  Ville),  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  1650  Inhab., 
situated  in  the  S.W.  angle  of  the  area 
once  occupied  by  Arenticunif  the  Ro- 
man capital  of  Helvetia.  It  appears 
to  have  existed  before  the  time  of 
Csesar.  it  attained  the  height  of  its 
prosperity,  and  a  population  of  60,000 
souls,  in  the  reign  of  Vespasian  and 
Titus;  and  it  was  destroyed,  first  by 
the  Alemanni,  and  afterwards  by  At-  - 
tila.  The  ancient  walls  may  be  traced 
for  nearly  4  m.,  in  some  places  14  ft. 
thick  and  15  ft.  high;  they  extended 
down  to  the  lake,  where  tney  formed 
a  small  mole  and  harbour.  The  mo- 
dem town  fills  but  one-tenth  of  the 
space  they  enclosed — the  rest  is  mea- 
dow-land or  corn-field.  About  a  mile 
before  reaching  Avenehes  the  road 
from  Morat  is  carried  through  a 
breach  in  these  ancient  fortifications. 
On  the  L  is  seen  a  tower,  which, 
though  ruined,  is  the  most  perfect  of 
the  Roman  edifices  here.  They  owe 
their  total  destruction  to  their  massy 
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masonrj  haying  been  for  ages  re- 
garded as  a  quarry  out  of  which  the 
neighbouring  nouses  and  villages  have 
been  built.  Close  to  the  modem 
town,  on  the  L  of  the  road,  a  solitary 
Corinthian  column,  37  ft  high,  is  still 
standing,  and  has,  for  a  long  time, 
served  the  storks  as  a  pedestal  to 
build  their  nests  on,  whence  it  is 
called  the  Cigognier. 

**  By  a  lone  wall,  a  lonelier  column  rears 
A^grey  and  grief-worn  aspect  of  old  days : 
*Tm  the  last  remnant  of  the  wreck  of  yearn. 
And  looks  as  with  the  wild  bewildered  gaze 
Of  one  to  stone  converted  by  amaxe, 
Yet  still  wtUi  consciousness;  and  there  it 

stands, 
Making  a  manrel  that  it  not  deca\^ 
"Yfhen  the  coeval  pride  of  human  Viands, 

Levell'd  Aventicum,  hath  strew'd  her  sttbjfect 


Other  traces  of  fiillen  splendour, 
such  as  the  line  of  city  walls,  broken 
cornices,  inscriptions,  aistinct  remains 
of  an  amphitheatre,  and  fragments  of 
an  aqueduct,  exist,  and  are  interesting 
evidence  of  the  extent  of  the  largest 
Roman  colony  in  Helvetia. 

Tacitus  has  recorded  the  history  of 
Julius  Alpinus,  the  chief  man  of  the 
city,  who  was  condemned  to  death  for 
aiding  and  abetting  an  insurrection 
against  the  Roman  Emp.  Vitellius,  in 
Ignorance  of  the  murder  of  his  rival 
Galba  (a.d.  69). 

1500  years  after  this  event  an  In- 
scription was  reported  to  have  been 
found  here,  bearing  these  words: — 
**  Julia  Alpinnla:  Uic  Jaceo.  Infe- 
licis  patris  mfelix  proles.  De»  Aven- 
tisB  bacerdos.  Exorare  natris  necem 
non  potui:  Male  mori  in  fatis  illi  erat. 
Vixi  annos  xxiii.  (I,  Julia  Alpinula, 
lie  here — unfortunate  child  of  an  un- 
fortunate parent,  priestess  of  the  God- 
dess Aventia.  I  fiuled  in  averting, 
by  my  prayers,  the  death  of  my  father : 
the  Fates  had  decreed  that  he  should 
die  ignominiously.  I  lived  to  the  age 
of  23.)"  Byron  says—**  I  know  of  no 
human  composition  so  affecting  as 
this,  nor  a  history  of  deeper  interest. 
These  are  the  names  and  actions 
which  ought  not  to  perish,  and  to 
which  we  turn  with  a  true  and  healthy 
tenderness,  firom  the  wretched  and 
glittering  detail  of  a  confused  mass  of 


conquests  and  battles,  with  which  the 
mind  is  roused  for  a  time  to  a  false 
and  feverish  sympathy,  from  whence 
it  recurs  at  length  with  all  the  nausea 
consequent  on  such  intoxication." 

'*  ...  oh  I  sweet  and  sacred  be  the  name !— « 
Julia— the  daughter,  the  devoted— gave 
Her  youth  to  Heaven  ;  her  heart,  beneath  a 

claim 
Nearest  to  Heaven's,  broke  o*er  a  fiuher's 

grave.  ^^ 
Justice  is  sworn  'gainst  tears,  and  hers  would 

erave 
The  life  abe  lived  in ;  but  the  Judge  was  just. 
And  then  she  died  on  him  she  could  not 

save. 
Their  tomb  was  simple,  and  without  a  bust. 
And  held  within  one  urn  one  mind,  on« 

heart,  one  dust." 

The  critical  acuteness  of  an  English 
nobleman  (Lord  Mahon)  has  destroyed 
the  romance  of  this  story  by  proving 
incontestably  that  the  aoovc  pathetic 
epitaph,  the  cause  of  such  poetic 
sympathy,  is  an  impudent  modem  for- 
gery of  the  17th  century,*  and  that 
no  such  person  as  Julia  Alpinula  ever 
existed. 

The  feudal  Castle  was  built  by  a 
Count  Wivilo,  in  the  7th  century, 
whence  Wiflisburg,  the  Gorman  name 
of  Avenches.  The  country  here  is 
interesting  by  the  richness  of  the 
cultivation,  the  beauty  of  the  fruit- 
trees,  and  the  comfort  apparently  en- 
joyed by  the  population. 

At  Domdidierj  2  m.  from  Avenches, 
a  road  strikes  off  on  the  rt  to  Frey- 
burg  (Rte.  45).] 

Fayeme  —  German  Petcrlingen  — 
{Tfma:  Bar,  is  newer,  but  not  better 
than  the  Hotel  de  Ville):  There  are 
two  churches  in  this  walled  town — 
the  one,  now  turned  into  a  Halle  an 
Ble,  is  in  the  Romanesque  style,  and 
very  ancient  Bertha  Queen  of  Bur- 
gundy, the  founder  of  it  and  of  the  ad- 
joining convent  (suppressed  since  the 
Reformation,  and  now  a  school),  was 
buried  in  it.  The  curiosity  of  the 
place  is  Queen  Bertha's  Saddle,  a 
cumbrous  machine  kept  in  the  parish 
church,  from  which  it  appears  that, 
in  her  days,  it  was  the  fashion  for 
ladies  to  ride  en  cavalier ;  but  Bertha 
spun  as  she  rode,  having  a  distaff 

*  See  *  Quarterly  Review,*  June,  184S. 
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planted  od  the  pammeL  In  the  same 
church  is  Bertha's  tomb,  an  antique 
sarcophajTus  discovered  1818,  now 
covered  with  a  slab  of  black  marble. 

A  carriage-road  runs  from  Payeme 
by  Estavayer  to  Yverdun,  partly  near 
the  lake  of  Ncuchatel.  That  to  Lau- 
sanne ascends  the  valley  of  the  Broye, 
passing  Henniez,  to 

Zucens  (Lobsingen),  with  a  castle, 
formerly  a  hunting->8eat  of  the  Bishop 
of  Liausanne. 

From  Lucens  the  hieh-road  leads 
to  ^ 

Moudon — Germ.  Mil(lenr^(^Trm:  H. 
Victoria,  not  good,)  This  town  (1500 
Inhab.)  was  the  Roman  Minidtmmn^ 
hence  its  modem  name.  A  Gothic 
church,  recalling  the  Cathedral  of 
Lausanne,  is  worth  notice. 

[At  the  villaee  of  Otrouge,  a  road 
turns  off  on  the  L  to  Vevay.J 

The  stage  from  Moudon  to  Lausanne, 
about  15  m.,  consists  of  nearly  7  of  long 
and  incessant  ascent,  and  5  of  descent. 
Extra  horses  (Renfort)  are  required 
for  the  first  From  the  summit  and  S. 
slope  of  the  Jorat,  for  that  is  the  name 
of  the  hill,  a  beautiful  view  expands 
over  the  Leman  Lake;  and  in  clear 
weather  the  snows  of  Mont  Blanc  and 
the  high  Alps  border  the  horizon. 

It  is  a  drive  of  3  hrs.  from  Moudon 
to 

Lausahne  (Rte.  55). 


Neuch&tel  may  be  reached  from 
Berne: — a.  By  railway  to  Bienne,  2^ 
or  3  hrs.  (Rte.  1);  thence  by  rly.  to 
Neuch&tel  (but  there  is  delay  owing  to 
the  trains  not  corresponding),  b.  By 
rail  to  Freyburg,  and  diligence  thence 
to  Estavayer,  on  the  Lake,  which  is 
crossed  by  steamer  to  NeuchateL 
c.  By  Morat  and  lake  steamer,  Rte. 
19.  d.  By  the  Post-road  diligences 
travel  daily  in  5^  hrs. 

The  road  passes  by  Seedorf,  a  village 
named  from  the  pretty  little  lake,  to 

Aarberg  {Fnn:  Krone)  on  the  Aar; 
an  old  castle,  at  times  surrounded  by 
the  river.  Near  the  ch.  is  the  old 
palace  of  the  Counts  of  A.,  who  sold 
the  town  to  Berne,  1351.  3  m.  higher 
up  the  river  is  Lyss  Stat  on  the  rly. 
from  Berne  to  Bienne. 

The  road  to  Neuch&tel  is  carried 
through  Siselen  and 

Anetf  or  Ins  {Inn:  Bar),  a  village 
on  an  eminence,  from  which  the  Alps 
are  well  seen  in  clear  weather,  with 
the  lakes  of  Morat  and  Neuchatel 
near  at  hand.  The  lake  of  Bienne 
lies  about  3  m.  to  the  N.  of  this  place. 
Yon  overlook  from  this  the  Aarnerger 
moor,  a  tract  of  morass,  9  mu  loi^  by 
6  m.  wide,  which  has  never  been 
drained,  owing  to  the  great  cost  of 
embanking.  Breti^»  (Bratteln)  is  a 
watering-plaoe  at  Uie  £90t  of  hilU 
2^  m.  N.  of  Anet  An  excellent 
road  from  Anet  to  Morat,  opens 
a  ready  communication  between  S'eu- 
chatel  and  Freybiu^g.  Skirting  the 
hill  of  JoUmoBt,  we  cross  the  river 
Thiele^   or  Zikl,  through  which  the 
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waters  of  the  lake  of  Neuchatel  are 
discharged  into  that  of  Bienne.  It 
forms  the  boundary-line  of  cantons 
Berne  and  Neuch&tel.  The  Castle, 
close  to  the  bridge,  is  now  a  prison. 
A  road  runs  from  this  to  Erlaoh  (Cer- 
lier),  a  town  of  1000  Inhab.,  on  a  spur 
of  the  Jolimont,  which  projects  into 
the  lake  like  a  wall  or  causeway, 
nearly  as  far  as  Housseau's  Island, 
The  castle  of  Erlach  was  the  cradle 
of  the  noble  £unily  of  that  name: 
among  its  members  was  Rudolph,  the 
hero  of  Laupen  in  1339. 

TheRlwy.  from  Bienne  to  Neuchatel 
is  reached  near  St.  Blaize  Stat,  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake  of  Neuchatel, 
[Prefarger,  near  St.  Blaize,  is  a  lunatic 
asylum  for  130  patients,  with  exten- 
sive grounds.  The  highest  class  pays 
5  fr.  daily  for  food;  the  2nd  class  pay 
2  fr.;  and  Neuchlltelois  only  75  c  At 
Montmlrail  is  a  Moravian  institution 
for  educating  ladies.]  The  road  con- 
tinues along  the  lake  at  the  foot  of  the 
Chaumont,  as  far  as 

NbcguItel  Stat.,  high  up  above 
the  lake  TGerm.  Neuenburg)— (/mu: 
Hdtel  Bellevue,  a  large  building  close 
to  the  lake,  the  best:  Br.  from  1  fr.  50  c. 
upwards ;  I),  at  1, 3  fr. ;  at  4, 5  fr. :  pen- 
sion, summer  and  winter.  Faucon.  H. 
des  Alpes,  at  the  waterside,  good.  H. 
de  Commerce,  or  Ancre.  H.  du  Lac, 
clean),  the  chief  town  of  the  canton 
(10,537  Inhab.  Prot.),  b  built  upon  the 
steep  slope  of  the  Jura  mountains,  and 
along  a  narrow  shelf  of  alluvial  de- 
posits brought  down  by  the  river 
Seyon,  gained  by  embankments  from 
the  water,  and  by  turning  the  river 
into  a  tunnel  cut  for  500  ft  through 
the  rock.  Several  streets  have  been 
built  on  the  land  thus  aoquired. 
Except  as  the  threshold  of  Switzer- 
land, it  has  little  to  interest  the  pass- 
ing traveller:  it  has  but  little  trade, 
and  not  much  activity,  except  on 
market-davs.  Still,  to  one  newly  ar- 
rived in  the  country,  the  first,  and, 
under  all  circumstances,  glorious  view 
of  the  Alps  from  the  heights  of  the 
Jura  above  the  town,  and  occasionally 
from  the  upper  windows  of  the  hotels, 
must  appear  magnificent ;  and  should 
the  sky  be  oUwur,  Neuchatel,  with  its 


picturesque  old  castle,  its  numerous 
white  country-houses,  its  vine-clad 
hills,  and  its  blue  expanse  of  lake, 
will  be  pronounced  beautifuL 

The  French  princes  of  the  house  of 
Chalons  (Long^eville)  were,  at  least 
nominally,  the  sovereigns  of  this 
little  state  :  though  the  subjects 
maintained  jealously  their  privileges 
and  liberties,  allowing  their  princes 
but  very  limited  authority.  When  the 
house  of  Chalons  became  extinct  in 
1707,  the  Kins  of  Prussia  was  chosen, 
as  the  nearest  descendant  by  the  female 
line  of  the  former  lords  of  Neu- 
chatel, to  be  sovereign  or  stadtholder. 
The  sovereignty  of  tne  house  of  Bran- 
denburg was  interrupted  bv  Napoleon, 
who  made  Marshal  Berthier  JPrince 
of  Neuchatel,  but  was  resumed  in  181 5, 
and  continued  until  latel;^.  Though 
long  an  ally  of  the  Swiss  cantons, 
Neuchatel  was  not  formally  incorpo- 
rated as  a  member  of  the  Confederation 
until  1814.  There  was  a  ^eat  struggle 
in  1848  between  the  aristocratic  and 
the  democratic  parties,  the  latter 
assisted  occasionally  by  French  sym- 
pathisers from  across  the  frontier. 
The  constitution,  as  settled  in  1848,  is 
upon  the  regular  French  republican 
modeL 

In  Septal 856  the  watchmakers  of 
Locle,  headed  by  several  of  the  aristo- 
cracy, rose  in  arms  with  the  intention 
of  putting  down  the  new  constitution 
and  increasing  the  power  of  tho 
King  of  Prussia.  The  diet,  however, 
marched  bodies  of  men  into  the  canton 
and  put  down  the  insurgents,  not 
without  bloodshed.  This  affair  had 
for  some  time  a  very  threatening  ap- 
pearance, but  was  finally  settled  under 
the  mediation  of  the  great  powers, 
the  prisoners  taken  by  tne  Diet  being 
liberated,  and  the  l^ing  of  Prussia 
renouncing  his  rights  and  title. 

The  Old  Castle  on  the  height,  now 
converted  into  government  omces,  was 
originally  the  residence  of  the  French 
prihces. 

The  Churchy  adjoining  the  castle, 
is  a  Gothic  building  of  tne  12th  cen- 
tury: but  the  E.  end,  in  the  round 
style,  is  older.  Within  the  chancel  is 
a  Gothic  monument,  including  15  life- 
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sized  effigies,  erected  1372  hj  one  of 
the  Counts  of  Neuch&tel;  there  is  also 
a  monument  to  Farel,  the  reformer, 
who  was  huried  on  the  terrace  in  front, 
but  the  situation  of  his  grave  is  un- 
known. There  is  a  pleasing  view  from 
this  terrace. 

In  the  Palais  Rou^mont,  or  3fv8^e, 
N.E.  of  the  town,  is  the  Picture  Gallery, 
containing  some  very  good  productions 
of  modern  artists,  chiefly  native  of 
French  Switzerland,  as  :  —  Calnmc*s 
Monte  Rosa,  Rosenlaui,&&;  Ch.  Girar- 
dct.  Lady  Claypole,  and  Cromwell; 
Tschagjf.mt/j  a  Flemish  bridal  pro- 
cession ;  LcopoUl  lichert  (a  native  of 
Chaux-de-Fonds),  Ch.  of  St.  Paul  at 
Rome  after  the  Fire,  Roman  Oxen, 
also  portraits  of  Frederick  the  Great 
and  other  Prussian  sovereigns. 

The  QymnasiHm,  a  handsome  build- 
ing near  the  lake,  erected  by  the 
town,  as  a  public  school,  contains  a 
rery  interesting  Musmtm  of  Natttral 
Histonj^  including  good  collections  in 
SKoology,conchology,  and  geology.  The 
specimens  of  rocks  and  fossils  illus- 
trating the  structure  of  the  Jura 
mountains  are  very  complete  and  in- 
structive. This  institution  owes  much 
to  the  zeal  and  talents  of  Professor 
Agassiz,  a  native  of  Orbe  in  Vaud, 
whose  discoveries  in  the  history  of 
fossil  fishes  have  thrown  so  much 
light  on  that  branch  of  study.  The 
town  has  also  built  a  Ladies'  School 
(1853),  where  a  good  cheap  educa- 
tion is  given  to  girls.  The  Public 
Library  contains  30,000  vols.,  and 
among  the  MSS.  2000  letters  written 
by  J.  J.  Rousseau,  1760-1770. 

A  fine  view  from  the  Observatory^ 
i  hr.  N.E.  of  Neuchatel.  Svimming- 
bath  in  the  lake,  E.  of  the  Bellevue  H. 

The  charitable  institutions  of  this 
town,  for  which  it  is  indebted  to  its 
own  citizens,  are  on  a  very  splendid 
scale.  In  1786  one  David  Pury  left 
his  whole  fortune  of  4,000,000  of 
livres  (166,000/.)  to  endow  an  hos- 
pital and  poorhouse,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  with  the  improve- 
ment of  his  native  town.  life  had 
quitted  it  a  poor  lad,  without  money 
or  friends,  had  gradually,  by  industry 
and  talent  for  business,  increased  his 


means,  becoming,  in  turn,  jeweller, 
owner  of  mines,  banker,  and,  finally, 
millionnaire,  at  Lisbon,  where  he  died. 
His  stntite  has  been  set  up  in  front  of 
the  Gymnasium  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

The  Hospital  Powrtales  is  a  similar 
monument  of  the  benevolence  and 
public  spirit  of  a  townsman.  It  is 
open  to  people  of  all  religions  and 
countries  alike. 

Several  of  the  richest  bankers,  mer- 
chants, &c.,  in  France,  are  Neucha- 
telois  by  origin. 

Those  who  would  emoy  one  of  the 
finest  distant  views  of^^the  Alps,  with 
the  lakes  of  Keuchatel,  Morat,  and 
Bienne  in  the  foreground,  and  the  long 
range  of  the  Jura  on  the  N.,  should 
ascend  to  the  summit  of  the  Cliannwnt, 
the  hill  immediately  above  Neuchatel. 
It  is  1^  hour*s  walk,  and  a  good  car- 
riage road  leads  thither  in  1^  hour. 
It  IS  3580  feet  above  the  sea-level. 
The  view  comprehends  the  whole 
array  of  Alps,  from  the  Titlis  to 
Mont  Blanc,  and  is  said  to  be  fine/ 
even  than  that  from  the  Weissenstein. 
It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  atmosphere  is  seldom  perfectly 
clear.  Inn  on  the  top,  H.  du  Chateau, 
charges  moderate,  landlord  attentive. 

On  the  slope  of  the  hill,  about  2 
m.  above  the  town,  lies  the  largest 
boulder-stone  known  on  the  Jura;  it 
is  called  Pierre  a  Bot  (toad-stone),  and 
is  situated  in  a  wood,  near  a  farm- 
house; it  is  62  feet  long  by  48  broad, 
and  is  calculated  to  contain  14,000 
cubic  feet  It  is  of  granite,  similar  to 
that  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  from 
which  part  of  the  Alps  it  probably 
came,  as  there  is  no  similar  rocK 
nearer  at  hand ;  yet  it  exhibits  no 
symptoms  of  attrition,  all  its  angles 
being  perfectly  sharp.  The  entire  S. 
slope  of  the  Jura,  a  limestone  forma- 
tion, is  strewed  with  these  granite 
blocks,  lyhich,  from  the  nature  of 
the  stone,  must  have  all  been  derived 
from  the  high  Alps.  Their  presence 
in  this  spot  was  lone  a  mystery,  but 
is  now  pretty  generally  attributed  to 
the  operation  of  enormous  glaciers 
covering  a  large  portion  of  Switzer- 
land and  carrying  these  blocks  on 
their  surface,  or  else  to  the  operation 
h3 
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of  floating  icebergs  operating  as  rafts 
on  a  great  lake  or  inlknd  sea. 

*Tnose  who  dislike  so  long  a  walk 
may  enjoy  extensive  and  beautiful 
views  of  tne  Bernese  Alps  and  Mont 
Blanc  from  the  Noiraigue  Stat,  of 
the  Pontarlier  Rly.  (Rte.  51),  or 
from  the  Hautes  -  Geneveyes  stat. 
of  the  Chaux-de-Fonds  Kly.  (Rte. 
50). 

The  Gor(je  of  ike  Seyon,  immedi- 
ately  behind  l^uchdtel,  is  a  singular 
scene,  and  those  who  find  little  to 
amuse  them  in  the  town  will  not  re- 
pent a  walk  to  explore  it,  though  its 
recesses  are  only  to  be  reached  by 
scrambling  and  climbing^.  It  is  a 
deep  narrow  fissure,  cleaving  the 
centre  of  the  chain  of  the  Jura,  and 
allowing  the  river  Seyon  to  escape 
from  the  Val  de  Buz  into  the  lake  of 
Neuchatel.  The  section  it  presents 
of  the  strata  of  the  Jura  limestone 
will  prove  particularly  instructive  to 
the  geologist.  In  one  spot  they  may 
be  observed  curved  and  fractured, 
probably  bv  the  upheaving  force  from 
oelow,  which  first  broke  this  crevice 
in  the  mountain.  Though  in  winter  a 
furious  torrent  sweeping  everything 
before  it,  it  is  reduced  in  summer  to  a 
noisome  driblet  of  water,  exhaling 
unwholesome  effluvia.  A  tunnel,  de  la 
Ti-one  du  Seijoiiy  has,  in  consequence, 
been  made  through  the  rock  at  the 
bend  before  alluded  to,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  its  waters  entirely  clear  of 
the  town  into  the  lake,  at  a  consider- 
able distance  S.  of  its  former  outlet 
This  public  work  was  executed  out 
of  the  Pury  fund  without  levying  any 
imposts  on  the  townsfollc 

The  principal  pnKluce  of  the  can- 
ton is  wine;  the  best  sorts  resemble 
ordinaire  Burgundy.  The  red  wines 
of  Cortaillod  and  Derri6re  Moulins, 
and  the  white  grown  between  Auver- 
nier  and  St.  Blaise,  are  most  in  repute; 
they  are  agreeable  as  sparkling  wines. 

The  chief  manufacture  is  that  of 
watches  and  clocks,  of  which  nearly  a 
million  are  exported  annually  :  the 
central  seats  of  it  may  be  said  to  be 
the  valley  of  Chaux  de  Fonds  and 
Locle  (Rte.  50)  ;  but  much  is  done  in 
the  town  of  Neuchfitel,  in  Sonvillier, 


Sonceboz,  and  the  large  villages  of 
the  Val  St  Imier ;  Sonvillier  making 
60,000  watches  yearly,  and  St  Imier 
a  still  larger  number.  Most  of  the 
watches  sold  at  Geneva  are  made  in 
the  canton  of  Neuch&tel ;  the  dealers 
at  Geneva  contracting  for  all  the  good 
ones,  and  leaving  the  bad. 

RaUways  to  Locle  and  Chaux  de 
Fonds; — to  Paris,  by  Pontarlier  and 
Dijon  (this  is  the  most  direet  and 
the  shortest  route  from  Paris  to  Switz- 
erland);— to  Yverdun,  Lausanne,  and 
Geneva; — to  Bienne,  Basle,  and  Lu- 
cerne. So  that  it  is  brought  into  easy 
and  rapid  communication  with  all  the 
great  towns  in  Switzerland.  The 
station  is  on  a  height  above  the  town, 
and  may  be  reached  by  shady  by- 
paths. 

Steamers  cross  the  lake  from  Neu- 
chatel to  Morat  and  Estavayer,  on 
the  way  to  Freyburg  and  Berne. 
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ROtrrE  49. 

BIKNNE  TO  YVETIDUN  AND  LAUSANNE, 
BY  THE  LAKES  OF  BIENNE  AND  NED- 
CnlTEU — RA ILWAT. 

Bienne  to  Neuchitel,  18  m.,  Rly. 
IJh. 

Keuchatel  to  Tverdun,  23  m. 
Ely.  li  h. 

Yverdim  to  Lausanne,  26^  m.  Rly. 
IJhr. 

Bienne  is  described  in  Rte.  3. 

The  rlj.  to  Neuch&tel  passes  near 
Nyditi^  a  village  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  with-a  picturesque  castle,  flanked 
bj  round  towers  and  surmounted  by  a 
tall  square  keep.  The  lords  of  Nydau, 
an  extinct  branch  of  the  former  lords 
of  Neuch&tel,  were  foes  of  Berne ;  their 
stronghold  now  bears  on  its  front  the 
Bernese  bear,  painted  of  colossal  di- 
mensions, and  is  converted  into  the 
cantonal  salt-warehouse.  From  the 
slope  of  the  hill  near  Belmont  a  good 
view  is  obtained  of  the  lake  and  of 
St  Peter's  Isle,  rt,  near  a  fir-wood, 
rises  an  obelisk,  bv  way  of  monument 
to  the  Swiss  who  rell  here  doing  battle 
against  the  French  1798. 

The'Zihl  (Thiele),  which  drains  the 
lake  of  Bienne,  passes  near  Nidau. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  railway 
steamers  have  ceased  to  navigate  the 
lake  of  Bienne.  The  trains  run  along 
its  W.  bank  and  command  a  fine  view 
of  it:  but  the  Jura  chain  is  hid. 

Twann  Stat.  {Inn^  Bear).  Bow 
boats  may  be  had  here  to  visit  the 
island. 

The  L€ike  of  Bienne  (QermAU.  Bieler 
See)  is  about  10  m.  long,  and  nearly 
3  broad.  It  is  8  feet  lower  than  the 
lake  of  Neuch&tel,  whose  waters  it 
receives  at  its  S.  extremity  by  the 
Thiele,  discharging  them  again  at  the 
N.£.  comer,  through  a  continuation 
of  the  same  river.  Its  banks  are 
neither  bold  nor  striking,  but  it  pos- 
sesses much  quiet  beauty  of  scenery. 


although  it  owes  its  celebrity  chiefly 
to  Rousseau's  residence  on  it,  and  to 
his  somewhat  extravagant  praises. 
The  Isle  St.  Pierre^  on  WTiich  he  took 
refuge  for  2  months,  in  17(>5,  after  his 
proscription  at  Paris,  and  his  pre- 
tended stoning  at  Motiers  (Rte.  51), 
is  situated  about  6  m.  from  Bienne. 
Boats  may  be  hired  at  almost  all  the 
villages  on  the  lake  to  row  to  it. 
Carnages  may  be  sent  on  from  Bienne 
to  Gleresse,  a  village  opposite  the 
island,  to  wait.  The  Islano,  a  pretty 
object,  is  a  ridge  of  sandstone,  risine 
12  ft.  above  the  lake,  and  prolonged 
southwards,  under  water,  to  the  hill 
called  Jolimont.  It  is  crowned  by  a 
grove  of  magnificent  old  oaks,  the 
shade  of  whicn  in  summer  is  most  re- 
freshing. 

Rousseau's  room  is  preserved  nearly 
as  he  left  it,  except  that  its  walls,  doors, 
shutters,  and  windows  are  scribbled 
over  with  names  of  all  nations.  To 
escape  the  importunities  of  curious 
visitors  he  used  to  climb  up  by  a  stove, 
through  a  trap-door  (still  shown) 
into  the  garret,  and  frequently,  when 
informed  by  his  host  that  a  party  had 
come  expressly  to  see  him,  refused  to 
appear — "  Je  ne  suis  pas  ici  dans  une 
menagerie." 

The  most  extensive  peat-moss  in 
Switzerland  lies  on  the  S.E.  shore  of 
the  lake  of  Bienne.  The  Gothic  abbey 
of  St.  Jean  is  now  a  manufactory, 
where  the  peat  is  condensed  and 
transmuted  into  benzine  oil,  petro- 
leum, and  pigments.  An  ancient 
lacustrine  village  has  been  dug  out  of 
the  peat,  1000  ft.  from  the  present 
shore. 

Nenrevitle  Stat  (Germ.  Kenenstctdf) 
{Inns:  Couronne,  or  Pension  Grether, 
out  of  the  town  on  the  S,  side,  sur^ 
rounded  by  as  much  shade  as  the  vine- 
yards will  afford),  a  thriving  little  town 
of  1200  Inhab.  ''here  French  is  spoken), 
on  the  edge  of  the  lake,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Chasseral,  whose  summit  (4955  ft.) 
may  be  reached  in  4  hrs. ;  by  carriage 
road  to  the  village  of  Nodz  3  hrs., 
path  thence  to  summit  1  hr. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake, 
near  its  S.  extremity,  stands  Erlach 
(Cerlier),    at   the  foot  of  the  JqIU 
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mont,  a  bill  of  sandstone,  which 
sends  out  the  spur  prolonged  into  the 
Isle  St  Pierre,  producing  shallows 
covered  with  reeds  stretchine  into  the 
lake.  This  hill  is  remarkable  for  the 
number  of  snakes  to  be  found  upon  it. 

Landeron  Stat  is  the  picturesque 
old  Swiss  town  near  the  mouth  of 
the  very  shallow  river  Thiele,  or 
Zihlj  through  which  the  waters  of 
the  lake  of  Neuchatel  find  their  way 
into  the  lake  of  Bienne.  After 
passing  under  a  wooden  bridge  and 
then  under  an  ancient  stone  bridee, 
close  to  which  is  the  castle  of  Thiele, 
the  river  becomes  exceedingly  nar> 
row  and  crooked,  and  difficult  to  na- 
vigate. 

The  lake  of  NeuchAtel  is  about  25 
m.  long  and  7  m.  wide;  475  ft  deep, 
and  H20  ft.  above  the  sea:  the  lake  of 
Bienne  is  3  ft.  lower.  The  Jura 
mountains  form  one  side  of  the  lake, 
the  other  side  is  comparatively  flat; 
and  the  scenery,  though  not  unpleas- 
ing,  is  tame. 

Emerging  from  a  tunnel  the  train 
reaches 

St.  Blaize  Stat.  The  line  continues 
to  rise  until  it  overlooks  the  whole  lake. 

N^uohAtbl  Junct.  Stat.  (Bte.  48). 

The  Stnss  Western  Railway.  Trains 
to  l^ausanne  in  2},  3^  hrs.  At  first 
our  line  runs  side  by  side  with  that 
to  Pontarlier ;  about  a  mile  from 
Neuchatel  the   railroad  crosses  the 

fle^  of  Serri^res  by  a  lofty  viaduct. 
Lt  the  bottom  of  the  gorge  runs  the 
road,  over  a  handsome  stone  bridge 
built  by  Marshal  Berthier.  Near  it  is 
a  little  hamlet,  composed  of  a  group 
of  water-mills,  turned  by  a  re- 
markable stream,  rising  in  the  head 
of  Uie  dell  and  falling  mto  the  lake, 
f^er  a  course  of  not  more  than  ^  a 
mile.  Though  it  remuns,  as  it  were, 
but  a  few  minutes  above  ground,  it 
rises  in  sufficient  force  and  volume  to 
turn  a  wheel  within  200  yards  of  its 
source,  and  subsequently  sets  in  mo- 
tion several  others,  both  above  and 
below  the  bridge.  It  is  fed  from 
reservoirs  within  the  mountain,  and 
is  probably  to  be  identified  with 
some  of  those  singular  streams  which 


bury  tbemselves  in  various  places 
among  the  cavernous  range  of  the 
Jura. 

The  rly.  descends  towards    ' 

Auvemier  Junct.  Stat.,  where  that 
to  Pontarlier  turns  rt.  Our  line  also 
quits  the  lake  to  rejoin  it  beyond 
Bevaix. 

[About  3  m.  farther  is  Columbier, 
once  the  seat  of  the  Scotch  Marshal 
Keith,  the  friend  and  general  of 
Frederick  the  Great ;  he  was  gover- 
nor of  NeuchateL  Cortaillod,  by  the 
water-side,  produces  one  of  the  best 
wines  in  the  canton.  The  village 
Boudri,  on  the  Beuse,  was  the  birth- 
place (1764)  of  the  demagogpie  Ma- 
rat.] 

&vaix  Stat. 

Gorgier  St.  Aubin  Stat.  From  this 
the  ascent  of  the  Creux  du  Vent  ^Rte. 
51)  may  be  made.  rt.  is  the  well-pre- 
served castle  of  Vaiimarcvts,  beyond 
which  the  canton  de  Vaud  is  entered. 

Concise  Stat.  {Iwn:  Ecu  de  France). 
More  than  800  stone  axes,  chisels, 
and  other  tools  were  dredged  up  from 
the  lake  near  this  in  1861. 

Near  Gorcelles,  at  the  road-side 
stand  3  upright  blocks  of  granite  8  to 
10  ft.  high,  by  some  supposed  to  have 
been  raised  by  the  Swiss  as  a  memo- 
rial of  the  victory  of  Grandson,  but 
more  probably  of  Druidio  origin. 

Grandson  Stat, — (Jnn:  Lion  d'Or) 
— a  town  of  890  Inhab.  The  rly. 
passes  through  the  enclosure  of  ^he 
venerable  Castle^  now  converted  into 
a  snufiP-manufactory,  on  an  eminence 
above  the  lake.  It  is  historically 
remarkable  because  before  the  bat- 
tle of  Grandson  it  resisted  for  10 
days  the  assaults  and  artillery  of 
the  Burgundian  army.  When,  at 
length  the  garrison,  reduced  by  fam- 
ine and  invited  by  the  offier  of  free 
pardon,  by  a  spy  or  deserter  who 
nad  entered  the  castle  by  stealth,  sur- 
rendered it,  Charles,  with  a  ferocity 
peculiar  to  his  character,  caused  them 
to  bo  stripped  and  hung  by  hundreds 
on  the  surrounding  trees,  and  as  many 
more  to  be  drowned  in  the  lake.  But 
two  days  after,  on  the  3rd  of  March, 
1476,  he  expiated  this  atrocious  crime, 
and  experienced  the  vengeance  of  the 


Switzerland. 
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Swiss,  in  the  memorable  defeat  of  his 
host,  50,000  strong,  by  the  army  of 
the  confederates,  amounting  to  not 
much  more  than  }  of  that  number  ; 
and  was  himself  compelled  to  fly  for 
his  liftB  across  the  mountains,  with 
only  5  followers.  The  spoil  of  his 
camp,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
victors,  included  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
600  standards,  all  his  jewels  and  re- 
ffdisij  costly  hangings,  and  military 
chest ;  on  that  day  gold  and  diamoncfs 
were  dealt  out  to  the  Swiss  by  hand- 
fuls.  In  this  battle,  however,  as  in 
those  of  Morat  and  Nancy,  the  Swiss 
were  invading  the  then  territories  of 
the  Dnkes  of  Savoy  or  of  Burgundy. 
The  scene  of  the  battle  lay  between 
Concise  and  Corcelles;  but  the  final 
rout  of  the  Burgundians  was  at  the 
little  river  between  the  battlefield 
and  Grandson. 

The  CAwrcA  of  Grandson  is  of  10th  or 
1 1  th  centy.  The  prior's  stall  of  wood 
is  worth  notice.  Farel  preached  the 
reformed  doctrines  from  its  pulpit. 
There  is  a  path  over  the  hills  from 
Grandson  to  Motiers  Travers. 

The  rlv.  skirts  the  lake  and  crosses 
the  Thiele. 

TverdtmStat,  (Ger.  TfferteH)—(rfm8: 
H.  de  Londres ;  Croix  Fedenue),  a 
town  of  5029  Inhab.,  at  the  S.  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake  of  Neuch&tel,  at 
the  spot  where  the  Orbc  (thenceforth 
called  Thiele)  fidls  into  it.  It  is 
built  upon  the  site  of  the  Roman 
Ebrodtmum,  whose  name,  with  a  little 
change,  it  stiU  inherits. 

The  Castle,  built  in  the  12th  cen- 
tury by  Conrad  of  Zahringen,  is  in 
the  miadle  of  the  town,  and  is  modern- 
ised and  uninteresting.  It  became 
the  school-house  and  residence  of 
Pestalozzi,  from  1805  to  1825.  Al- 
though the  founder  of  a  system  of 
education,  and  of  many  schools  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  he  was  a  very 
bad  practical  schoolmaster  himself; 
and  this  establishment,  the  head- 
quarters as  it  were  of  his  system, 
turned  out  a  signal  failure. 

There  are  some  pretty  promenades 
by  the  side  of  the  lake,*and  the  town 
is  sufficiently  picturesque. 

A  very  deBghtfnl  excursion  iftay 


be  made  fh)m  this  up  to  the  Lac  de 
Joux  (Rte.  52). 

Diligence  to  Ste.  Croix,  noted  for 
the  manufacture  of  musical  boxes 
(50,000  in  a  year). 

From  Yverdun  the  rly.  proceeds 
through  a  fertile  and  thriving  country, 
along  the  valley  of  the  Thiele,  with 
fine  views  of  the  Jura  range  to  the 
W.,  and  often  a  view  of  snow-peaks 
to  the  S.  and  £.  Before  coming  to 
Chavomay  Stat,  the  fine  castle  of 
Champmcmt  will  be  observed  on  the 
rt.  [From  Chavomay  Stat,  branch 
rail  to  Orbe  (Rte.  52).]  Soon  after 
this  the  rly.  passes  by  two  short 
tunnels  through  the  low  range  of  hills 
which  separates  the  valley  of  the 
Thiele,  or  Orbe,  from  that  of  the 
Venoge,  and  descends  the  valley  of 
the  Venoge.  The  ch.  of  Cossonay  is 
prettily  situated  on  a  height,  and  the 
rly.  passes  through  a  fine  country  to 

Bu^igny  June.  Stat,  whence  one 
branch  of  the  rly.  goes  to  Merges 
and  Geneva  (Rte.  53^,  the  other 
through  some  green  and  pleasant  val- 
leys, without  any  extensive  view,  to 

Lausaitne  Junct.  Stat.  (Rte.  55). 
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Sect  I. 


ROUTE  50. 

kxcchItel  to  chaux  de  fonds 
and  le  locle. 

About  20  m.  Raiitcay  by  La  Chaux 
de  Fonds  to  Le  Locle  in  about  3  hrs. 

DUigence  from  Neuch&tel  to  Le 
Ix>cle  by  Les  Fonts. 

[The  high-road  to  Chaux  de  Fonds 
runs  directly  through  the  profound 
chasm  of  the  Seyon  (Rte.  48). 

VcUlengin  —  (/tw  ;  Couronne)  —  is 
the  principal  place  in  the  fertile  Val 
de  Buz — 430  inhah.  Its  Castle  (now 
a  prison)  is  in  part  as  old  as  the  Tith 
century :  its  base  is  washed  by  the 
Sevon.  The  Churchy  a  perfectly  re- 
gular Gothic  structure,  was  built  by 
a  Count  of  Valiengin,  on  his  return 
from  the  crusades,  in  consequence  of 
a  vow  made  to  the  Virgin  in  a  storm 
at  sea  that  he  would  build  a  church 
upon  the  water ;  accordingly  the  stream 
of  the  valley  is  conducted  under  the 
building. 

A  steep  and  long  ascent  up  the 
Tete  de  ^iang  leads  to  Hants  Gene- 
veysj 

On  quitting  Neuch&tel  Stat,  the 
rly.  (1600  ft.  above  the  lake)  com- 
mands fine  views  1.  over  to  the  Alps. 
It  crosses  the  Seyon  and  near  the 
viaduct  over  the  valley  of  Serrieres 
penetrates  a  tunnel  1850  ft.  long. 
Fine  Alpine  view  on  emerging. 

Corcelles  Stat.,  2  short  tunnels. 

Chambrelieu  Stat.  See  from  it  the 
line  to  Fontarlier  (Rte.  §1),  nearly 
1000  ft.  below.  The  direction  of  the 
line  is  now  reversed  from  S.W.  to  N., 
passing  over  the  2  small  tunnels  just 
mentioned. 

ffauta  Geneveys  Stat  (Hdtel  Rev- 
baud),  2944  ft.  above  the  sea,  tLe 
summit  level  of  the  line. 

rt.    grand    view   of  Mont   Blanc. 


Through  a  tunnel  under  the  Col  des 
Loges,  which  the  high-road  sur- 
mounts; close  to  it  is 

Convers  Stat.  Another  tunnel  be- 
fore 

Chaux  de  Foficb  Stat. — (Inns :  Fleur 
de  Lys,  Balances,  Lion  d'Or,  all  indif- 
ferent)—a  town  of  18,000  Inhab.,  in  a 
bleak,  upland,  and  desolate  valley, 
bare  of  wood  and  nearly  destitute 
of  water,  and  from  its  ereat  eleva- 
tion of  3070  ft  above  Uxe  sea,  ca- 
pable of  producing  only  a  scanty  crop 
of  oats.  The  village  covers  an  area 
not  less  than  that  of  the  city  of  Ox- 
ford, each  oottaee  being  an  isolated 
cube,  surrounded  by  a  croft  or  garden 
half  an  acre  or  an  acre  in  extent;  it 
was,  however,  burnt  in  1794.  Its 
inhabitants  are  reputed  to  be  very 
rich.  It  is  the  chief  seat  of  the  manu- 
facture of  clocks  and  watches.  This  is 
not  carried  on  in  large  factories,  but  in 
the  separate  dwellings  of  the  workmen. 
Each  man  usoally  makes  only  one 
particular  piece  of  machinery,  leaving 
even  the  finishing  of  it  to  others.  The 
number  of  persons  here  and  at  Lode, 
and  in  the  neighbouring  district,  en- 
gae«d  in  different  brancnes  of  watch- 
making is  about  12,000;  the  wases 
vary  from  2^  fr.  to  10  fr.  a  day.  The 
number  of  gold  and  silver  watches 
made  in  Locle  and  registered  at  the 
Board  of  Control  in  1861,  was  216,830. 
This  is  not  the  actual  number  made, 
which  amounted  to  600,000.  In  1774 
the  total  number  of  watches  made  was 
300.  There  are  two  subterranean  mills 
here,  turned  by  the  stream  of  the 
valley  previous  to  its  sinking  under- 
ground^ the  rocks  have  been  blasted 
to  afford  space  for  the  mills ;  but 
those  at  Locle  are  even  more  curious. 
Diligences  to  Forentrui; — to  Sonceboz, 
by  the  Val  St  Imier. 

The  Doubs,  which  separates  Switzer- 
land from  France,  traverses  one  of 
those  singular  fissures  common  in  the 
Jura  limestone,  and  descends  in  a  fall 
(le  Saut  du  Doubs)  80  ft.  high.  Above 
the  fall  the  river,  dammed  up  by  rocks, 
spreads  out  into  a  sort  of  lake;  below, 
for  the  space  of  nearly  6  m.,  it  runs 
between  rocks  800  or  1000  ft  high, 
presenting  to  the  pedestrian  both  here 


Switzerland,    route  50. — lb  locle,    la  roche  fendub. 
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and  lower  down,  as  far  as  Gonmois 
and  St.  Ursitz,  manj  scenes  of  beauty 
and  interest. 

The  Bly.  makes  another  bend  to 
reach 

Le  Locle  StnU—^Tnn :  Trois  Rois)— 
another  scattered  Tillage,  occupied  by 
an  industrious  population  of  9336 
souls;  the  men  chiefly  watchmakers, 
the  women  lacemakers;  rebuilt  since 
a  fire  which  consumed  it  in  1833. 

The  little  stream  of  the  Bied,  which 
traverses  the  ralley,  loses  itself^  at  a 
short  distance  from  Locle,  in  a  chasm 
iu  the  rock.  This  outlet,  however, 
proved  insufficient  to  drain  the  valley; 
and  the  district  around  the  town  was, 
in  consequence,  inundated  at  the 
season  of  the  melting  of  the  snows — 
and  not  much  better  than  a  morass  at 
any  time.  To  remedy  this  evil,  a 
tunnel,  950  ft.  lone,  was  pierced 
through  the  screen  of  solid  limestone- 
rock  which  encompasses  the  vaUey  in 
1802-6,  and  this  now  effectually  carries 
off  into  the  Doubs  the  previously  stag- 
nant waters.  At  Col  des  Roches,  a 
short  distance  from  this  artificial 
drain  or  emissary,  and  about  a  mile 
from  Locle,  the  nver  disappears  in  a 
natural  opening,  sinking  into  the  heart 
of  the  mountain,  through  a  vertical 
abyss,  more  than  100  ft.  deep.  This 
water-power,  or  privilege,  as  an  Ame- 
rican would  call  it,  is  not  lost;  but,  in 
order  to  render  it  available,  water- 
wheels  have  been  constructed  within 
the  cavernous  cleft,  whose  powerful 
machinery,  impelled  by  the  falling 
stream,  moves  a  com  and  saw  milE 
**  You  go  down  flights  of  broken  and 
slippery  stairs,  cut  m  the  rock,  to  these 
mills,  placed  one  under  another,  in  very 
frightful  situations  undoubtedly,  but 
rendered  more  so  to  the  imagination 
of  the  beholder  from  the  circum- 
stances of  darkness  and  ignorance  of 
the  means  by  which  the  works  are 
secured,  by  the  noise,  the  unfathom- 
able depth  below,  &c." — Simond» 

An  excursion  to  Saut  du  Doubs  can 
be  made  in  two  ways.  1 .  A  pretty 
char-road  leads  from  La  Chaux  de 
Fonds  to  the  Planchettes ;  thence  to 
Moron  in  J  hr.,  and  to  the  Saut  f  hr., 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  returning 


by  Les  Brenets  and  Le  Locle.  2.  A 
good  carriage-road  goes  from  La 
Chaux  de  Fonds  to  the  Locle,  thence 
to  the  mill  of  the  Col  des  Roches,  fya 
Roche  Fendue,  the  elegant  village  of 
the  Brenets. 

A  special  festival,  called  the  FSte  du 
Saut  du  DoubSf  is  celebrated  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month  of  July, 
and  draws  thither  sometimes  100  boats 
with  music  and  feasting. 

Za  Roche  Fendue  is  an  aperture  bored 
in  the  rock,  dividing  Switzerland  from 
France,  commenced  1779,  and  only 
lately  finished,  by  which  the  road  to 
Besan9on  is  shortened  by  6  m.:  it 
opens  a  singular  view  over  the  Yal  de 
Doubs. 

There  is  another  road  from  Locle 
to  Neuchitel,  by  Chaux  de  Milieu, 
Les  Pouts,  the  heights  of  La  Toume, 
and  Corcelles. 
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Sect.  I. 


BOUTE  51. 

PONTARLIER  (m  FRANCE)  TO  NEU- 
CHlTELy  BT  MOTIEBS  TRAVEBS. 

About  32  Eng.  m.  Railway  (Franco- 
Suisse)  openiog  the  most  direct  com- 
munication between  Paris  and  W. 
Switzerland;  3  trains  daily  in  2}  hrs. 
It  passes  through  scenery  of  great 
interest 

Pontariier — (/mw:  La  Poste,  good; 
H.  National;  La  Croix  Blanche) — the 
last  town  in  France.  [See  Handbook 
of  France"]. 

The  Railroad  first  ascends  by  the 
side  of  the  river  Doubs,  and  through 
the  pass  of  La  Cluse,  which  may  be 
called  a  mountain  gateway  between 
France  and  Switzerland,  to  St.  Pierre 
de  Joux.  The  defile  is  commanded  by 
(rt.)  the  Chdteau  de  Joux,  situated  on 
the  summit  of  a  precipice,  at  the  foot 
of  which  the  roads  nrom  Pontariier 
and  Salins,  and  those  from  Neuchatel 
and  Geneva,  by  Jougne,  unite.  It  has 
been  strengthened  greatly  by  new 
works  and  a  detached  fort  (1.).  This 
frontier-fort  was  the  prison  of  the  un- 
fortunate Toussaint  1  Ouverture,  when 
treacherously  carried  off  from  St. 
Domingo  by  command  of  Napoleon. 
He  ended  his  days  here,  some  say  bj 
violent  means;  but  the  sudden  transi- 
tion from  the  climate  of  the  tropics  to 
a  dank  dungeon  on  the  heights  of  the 
Jura  sufficiently  explains  the  cause  of 
his  death,  without  the  need  of  violence. 
Here  also  was  confined,  previously, 
another  remarkable  prisoner,  Mira- 
beau^  who  was  sent  hitner  by  virtue  of 
a  lettre  de  cachet  obtained  by  his 
father,  "  TAmi  des  Hommes,**  as  he 
called  himself,  and  the  tyrant  of  his 
own  family,  as  he  proved  himself. 
Mirabeau,  havine  by  his  insinuating 
manners  obtained  leave  from  the  go- 
vernor to  visit  the  town  of  Pontarfier 


on  parole,  made  love  to  Madame  de 
Monnier,  the  young  wife  of  an  old 
magistrate  there,  and  eloped  with  her 
to  Holland.  She  was  the  Sophie  to 
whom  he  addressed  some  of  hb  ob- 
scene writings. 

Between  the  villages  of  Verri^res 
de  Joux  and  Yerridres  de  Suisse,  the 
French  frontier  is  crossed.  The  Cus- 
tom-house regulations  on  this  part  of 
the  French  frontier  are  more  than 
usuaUy  rigorous.  Passengers  by  rly. 
avoid  this  inconvenience. 

The  country  now  becomes  exceed- 
ingly romantic — the  hills  clothed  with 
forests,  the  valleys  carpeted  with  the 
richest  verdure,  and  sprinkled  with 
neat  cottages  in  the  picturesaue  style 
of  architecture  peculiar  to  Uie  chain 
of  the  Jura  and  Alps.  Cheese,  nearly 
as  ffood  as  that  of  Gruydres,  and  sold 
under  that  name,  is  made  on  the  up- 
land pastures  of  the  Jura. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  into  the  Val  Travers  is 
through  another  narrow  gorge,  called 
La  Chaine,  because  the  passage  was 
at  one  time  stopped  by  a  massy 
chain  drawn  across  the  road,  and 
fastened  to  staples  in  the  rock.  This 
primitive  fortification  is  said  to  have 
been  a  relic  of  the  Burgundian  wars, 
intended  to  arrest  the  artillery  of 
Charles  the  Bold. 

At  the  village  of  St  Sulpice  the 
river  Beuse,  which  waters  the  Val 
Travers,  rises  out  of  the  rock.  This 
abundant  source  is  said  to  be  the  out- 
let of  the  Lac  d'Etali^res,  situated 
about  10  miles  off,  among  the  hills. 

Fieurier  (Inn:  Couronne,  good) 
(2600  Inhab.X  built  on  both  sides  of 
the  Keuse,  thrives  by  "the  manufacture 
of  watches. 

Bovaresse  Stat.,  Travers  Stat  Here 
is  a  tunnel. 

Couvet  Stat  Omnibus  to  Motiers. 
Diligence  daily  to  Le  Locle  by  Les 
Ponts.  Distilleries  of  Kirschwasser. 
At  Presia,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river, 
is  a  mine  of  asphalte  worked  by  a 
Parisian  company.  Stratum  12  fr. 
thick.  Far  down,  on  theopposite  side 
of  the  valley  lies 

Motiers  Travers — (Inns:  Hotel  de 
Yille,  good;  Maison  de  Commune) — 
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a  clean,  thriring  Tillage  inhabited  by 
watch  and  lace  makers,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Reuse.  It  was  the  place 
of  residence  of  Jean  Jacoues  Rousseau 
after  his  banishment  from  Geneya. 
In  the  house  occupied  bj  him  his 
desk  is  shown,  at  which  he  wrote  his 
celebrated  *  Lettres  de  la  Montagne ;' 
and  up  stairs,  in  a  wooden  gallerj, 
two  peeping-holes,  through  which  he 
coula  observe  people  out  of  doors 
without  being  seen  himself.  He 
quitted  the  place  under  the  pretence 
of  haying  been  persecuted,  and  be- 
cause the  boys  threw  stones  at  his 
windows. 

The  Val  Trayers  is  highly  pic- 
turesque. 

Noiraigue  Stat.  [From  this  the 
ascent  of  the  Creux  de  Vent,  4800  ft^ 
may  be  made  in  1  hr. ;  descent  by 
St.  Aubin  or  Boudry.  **  Its  summit 
is  hollowed  out  into  a  yast  and  pro- 
found cavity,  500  ft.  deep,  surrounded 
by  an  amphitheatre  of  limestone  rock 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom."  It 
is  more  than  2  m.  in  diameter.  "  At 
times,  when  a  change  of  weather  is 
impending,  the  crater  of  the  moun- 
tain is  seen  to  become  suddenly  filled 
with  a  cloud  of  white  vapour,  work- 
ing and  rising  and  falling  with  an 
easy  but  perceptible  motion,  until  the 
whole  hollow  presents  the  appearance 
of  an  immense  cauldron  or  boiling 
vapour,  which  seldom  rises  above  the 
edge.  If  any  escape,  it  is  by  the 
opening  towards  the  defile ;  and  I 
have  seen  it  repeatedly  issue  in  a 
thin  white  line,  and  float  gradually 
down  the  centre  of  the  valley  till 
imperceptibly  diminished  and  dissi- 
pated."— Latrobe, 

The  echo  produced  by  firing  a  gun 
within  the  Creux  de  vent  is  like  a 
scattered  fire  of  musketry,  or  a  suc- 
cession of  discharges  from  a  battery  ; 
and  the  hollow  may  be  called  the 
very  cradle  of  the  winds,  which  ap- 
pear to  be  perpetually  blowing  firom 
It] 

The  view  now  opens  of  the  Lake  of 
Neuchatel,  rt;  far  below  is  seen  the 
viaduct  of  the  Yverdun  Railway, 
while  high  up  overhead  is  the  Stat. 


of  Chambrelieu  of  the  Ghauz  de 
Fonds  Rly. 

Auvemier  Stat.  Here  we  meet  the 
Neuch4tel  and  Yverdun  Line  (Rte. 
49),  and  the  two  run  side  by  side.  Near 
this  fine  views  of  the  Lake  and  the 
Alps.  Gradual  ascent  to  the  lofty 
viaduct  over  the  gorge  of  Serridres. 
Above  the  gorge  the  Castle  Beaure- 
gard is  seen. 

The  rly.  line  along  the  valley  of 
the  Reuse  has  encountered  and  over- 
come very  considerable  engineering 
difficulties.  3  viaducts  and  11  tunnels 
occur  in  a  space  of  21  m« 

NeuchItel  Junct.  Stat,  and  Ter- 
minus (Rte.  48),  high  up  above  the 
lake.  By  shady  walks  the  pedestrian 
may  descend  to  the  lake  into  the 
town,  avoiding  the  dusty  road. 
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Sect  I. 


ROUTE  62. 

YVEBDUJl,  OB  LAUSANNE,  TO  THE  LAC 
DE  JOUX. 

This  is  an  exceediDffly  pretty  ex- 
ouraioii  of  two  days,  wefi  wortli  taking 
hj  those  who  wish  to  see  the  best 
Jura  scenery. 

There  are  diligences  to  Le  Font,  in 
the  Yallee  de  Joux^  from — a,  Cos- 
aonay;  6,  Chavomay. 

0.  Oosaonay  Stat,  rBte.  49).  From 
this  a  diligence  wiUi  only  two  seats 
starts  once  a  day,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  train  from  Lausanne,  and  reaches 
Le  Pont  in  4  hrs.  up  (3  hrs.  down), 
passing  over  a  high  ridge,  whence 
there  is  a  very  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

Le  Pont  (see  below). 

6.  Chavomay  Stat.  (Rte.  49).  From 
this  an^  omnibus  goes,  on  the  arrival 
of  most  trains,  to  Orbe,  2  m. ;  whence 
diligence  once  a  day  to  Jjs  Pont,  13  m. 
The  diligence  is  very  slow,  and,  stop- 
pages included,  not  less  Uian  5  hrs. 
are  consumed  between  Chavomay  and 
Le  Pont. 

After  leaving  Chavomay  Stat,  the 
road  crosses  numerous  branches  of 
the  Orbe  and  Noxon,  through  a  flat 
valley  to 

Orbe  (Inn:  Ecu  de  France,  fair  and 
cheap;  Maison  de  Ville;  Gnillaume 
Tell),  a  very  picturesque  and  ancient 
town  of  1927  Inhab.,  built  on  a  hill 
nearly  insulated  by  the  Orbe,  which 
is  crossed  by  3  bridges.  The  lower 
bridge,  on  the  road  to  the  Valine  de 
Joux,  is  of  great  antiquity ;  the  upper 
and  modem  one,  of  a  single  arch,  124  ft 
span,  is  in  use  at  present  Orbe  was 
tne  Roman  station  Urhigenium,  and  a 
place  of  importance  in  the  middle  ages, 
under  the  Burgundian  Kings,  who 
had  a  Boyal  Castle  here.  The  fair  but 
cmelBrunehilde,  Queen  of  the  Franks, 
took  refuge  here,  with  her  grrand- 
daughter,  but  was  carried  a  prisoner 


to  Worms,  and  there  barbarously  pat 
to  death.  The  three  sons  of  Lothaire  I. 
met  here,  in  855,  to  divide  his  king- 
dom. In  1475  the  Swiss  took  Orbo 
by  assault;  but  the  Castle  made  a 
lengthened  resistance.  The  garrison* 
yiehlin^  step  by  step,  disputed  the 
possession  of  each  chfunber,  stair,  and 
passi^  The  last  remnant  were  pur- 
sued into  a  tower,  which  the  Swiss  set 
fire  to,  and  the  few  who  fell  into  their 
hands  alive  were  thrown  over  the 
battlements.  The  site  of  the  castle 
now  forms  the  public  promenade, 
whence  in  clear  weather  there  is  a 
fine  view  over  the  valleys  of  the  Orbe 
and  Noxon  to  the  Bernese  Al]>s. 
Two  towers  of  the  castle  are  still 
standing. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  1639  to 
connect  the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  Nen- 
chatel  by  a  canal  between  the  rivers 
Orbe  and  Venoge ;  it  was  cut  as  fiir 
as  Entce  Roche,  about  12  m.,  but  was 
never  carried  further. 

About  2  m.  above  Orbe,  near  Mont 
Charand,  is  a  cascade  of  the  Orbe. 

The  road  to  the  valley  of  Joux 
leaves  Orbe  by  the  new  bridge  span- 
ning the  ravine  of  the  Orbe,  and  soon 
begms  to  ascend  by  a  series  of  sig- 
xags,  commanding  yery  fine  >'iews  of 
the  snowy  alps  on  the  one  side,  and 
of  the  Jura  range  on  the  other.  The 
country  through  which  the  road 
passes  is  fertile  and  pretty,  and  the 
road  in  beautiful  order. 

JSomaifonotier  is  a  small  village, 
most  picturesquely  placed  in  a  hollow. 
The  church  oi  its  old  abbey  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  interesting  in 
Switzerland;  the  nave  remains  as  it 
was  in  753.  The  road  now  follows 
the  green  and  pleasant  valley  of  the 
little  river  Nozon,  continually  ascend- 
ing for  1^  hr.  to 

Fou/ton,  a  little  village  in  a  wider 
part  of  the  valley,  inhabited  by  shoe- 
makers, and  overhung  by  the  Dent 
de  Vaulion.  [The  dUigence  stops  a 
long  time  here,  and  the  pedestrian 
will  do  well  to  ascend  the  Dent  de 
Vaulion  at  once,  walking  about  1^  m. 
along  the  high  road,  then  turning 
to  the  right  and  ascending  the 
mountain  which  lies  before  him,  de- 
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seeiiding  from  the  summit  hy  another 
path  to  Le  Pont]  A  series  of  sig- 
zags  take  the  carriage-road  to  a  higher 
level,  where  little  but  short  grass, 
rocks,  and  firs  is  to  be  seen.  The 
road  is  beaatifiiUy  kept,  and  reminds 
the  traveller  strongly  of  a  larg«  Eng* 
Ksh  park.  A  short  descent  Sirough 
8  narrow  pass,  bordered  by  limestone 
clifis  and  nrs,  brings  ns  to 

Le  Pant  (Tnn:  H.  de  la  Truite, 
tolerable),  a  little  village,  named  from 
a  bridge  across  the  channel  which 
connects  the  Lac  de  Jotix  with  the 
small  Lao  dea  Brenets.  It  is  rery  pret- 
tily situated  at  the  N.  end  of  the  Lac 
de  Joux,  and  looks  like  an  English 
▼iUage,  with  its  neat  roads,  good 
houses,  and  green  fields.  There  are 
guides,  but  only  one  or  two  horses, 
and  no  sidesaiadles.  Care  should 
be  taken  in  walking  amongst  these 
mountains  to  avoid  old  wells  dug  for 
the  flocks,  and  imperfectly  covered. 
An  unfortunate  English  gentleman, 
named  Herbert,  was  drowned  in  one 
near  the  chalets  of  the  Mont  Tendre 
in  1837,  and  is  buried  at  Mont  Richer. 

The  valley  in  which  the  Lac  de 
Jo*ix  is  situated  contains  two  other 
lakes,  Le  Ter  and  Brenets,  and  is  en- 
tirely shut  in  by  high  hills  ;  so  that, 
although  these  sheets  of  water  are  fed 
by  all  the  streams  of  the  vaUey,  they 
have  no  visible  outlet  above  CTonnd. 
There  are,  however,  large  cavities  and 
orifices  in  the  beds  of  these  lakes, 
called  entonnoirSy  through  which  the 
waters  escape.  These  fissures  wre 
sometimes  incapable  of  carrying  ofi^ 
the  waters,  and  thus  inundations  are 
caused  in  the  valley.  A  tunnel,  of  no 
very  great  extent,  might  drain  the 
lake  entirely.  The  Lac  de  Joux  is 
3210  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Its  quiet  aspect,  surrounded  by  grassy 
mountains,  limestone  clifis,  and  woods 
of  beech  and  fir,  would,  if  it  were 
more  in  the  highway,  make  the  valley 
a  popular  resort  Several  pleasant 
excursions  may  be  made. 

a.  To  ascend  the  Dent  de  VmUhn, 
the  summit  of  which  is  not  risible 
from  Le  Pont,  go  along  the  high  road 
to  Yallorbe  for  about  a  mile,  until 
the  road  opens  into  a  little^  valley. 


Cross  the  little  meadow  or  marsh,  and 
begin  to  ascend  through  the  woods  in 
a  N.E.  direction.  After  a  short  walk 
through  the  wood  the  path  follows  a 
little  valley  or  depression  of  green, 
sward,  between  fir-trees  and  beeches. 
Beyond  this  there  is  no  regular  path, 
but  you  should  continue  to  ascend, 
and  the  top  (4930  ft)  will  be  reached 
in  an  hours  good  walking  from  Le 
Pont  A  gnide  is  not  absolutely 
necessary,  but  without  one  yoo  vriU 
probably  lose  some  time.  The  N.W. 
side  of  the  summit  is  a  sheer  lime- 
stone  precipice  of  some  1500  ft.,  look- 
ing down  into  the  green  valley  of  the 
Orbe.  N.  is  seen  the  range  of  the 
Jura,  E.  the  Bernese  Alps,  S.  the 
chain  of  the  Pennine  Alps  to  Mont 
Blanc  ;  the  rest  is  concealed  by  the 
Mont  Tendre.  8.W.  the  lake  and 
valley  of  Joux. 

b.  About  V)  min.  from  the  rilla^ 
of  Abbaye,  which  is  2  m.  from  Le 
Pont,  by  climbing  up  a  steep  and 
picturesque  rarine,  out  of  which  a  fine 
stream  issues,  a  cavern,  called  Chau- 
di^re  d'Enfer,  will  be  found,  into 
which,  by  crawling  and  using  a  rope, 
you  can  penetrate  about  200  yds.  to  a 
little  lake  or  pool.  There  are  other 
unexplored  recesses  in  the  cavern. 
Guide  at  the  inn,  2  fr. 

c.  Another  ascent  is  to  the  Mont 
Tendre  (5510  ft.).  The  path  to  it  eoes 
up  on  the  I.  bank  of  the  rarine,  behind 
Abbaye;  and  the  ascent  occupies  3  hrs. 
from  Le  Pont  The  view  from  its 
summit,  extending  to  Mont  Blanc  on 
the  one  side,  and  to  Soleure  on  the 
other,  will  repay  the  trouble  of  the 
ascent  There  is  a  path  down  the 
opposite  side  of  the  mountain,  lead- 
ing, in  2  hrs.,  to  the  village  of  Mont 
Richer. 

(/.  Instead  of  returning  direct  to 
Chavomay,  the  pedestrian  who  has 
ascended  the  Dent  de  Yanlion  may 
either  take  a  path  on  the  N.  shore  of  the 
Lac  de  Brenets,  or  follow  the  high  road 
to  Vallorbe,  and  risit  the  source  of  the 
OrbCf  which  rises  at  once  a  copious 
spring,  fed  no  doubt  by  subtemtneoos 
conduits  from  the  Lac  de  Joux.  Near 
the  source  is  an  extensive  cavern, 
called  Orotte  dee  Fdea,    The  source  is 
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Sect  I. 


about  6  m.  fh>m  Le  Pont,  ronnd  the 
li.  Brenet.  By  starting  in  the  morning 
the  pedestrian  may  catch  the  diligence 
from  Salins  to  Ghayomay,  and  so 
return  by  the  pretty  rale  ot  the  Orbe. 

e.  Or  the  excursion  may  be  pro- 
longed by  either  shore  of  tne  Lac  de 
Jouz  to  Le  Brassm,  a  thriving  town 
of  watchmakers,  and  thenoe  to  Les 
IKouMSB,  on  the  old  post-road  to  Genera, 
descending  from  which  place  there  is 
a  very  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

/.  Another  route  is  to  cross  from  Le 
Brassus  to  the  village  of  St.  Georges, 
by  the  Asile  de  Marcheirus,  3  hrs. 
walk;  from  thence  3  leagues  by  a 
ffood  road  to  BoUe,  on  the  Lake  of 
Geneva  (Bte.  55). 


BOUTE  53. 

LYONS,  OR  MACOK,  TO  GENEVA 

(railway). 

From  Macon  to  Geneva,  114  m.; 
from  Lyons,  100  m.;  3  trains  daily 
in  about  6  and  7  hrs.  The  rly.  from 
Lyons  and  that  from  Paris  (passing 
through  Macon)  join  at  the  AnAirieu 


June  Stat,  distance  28  m.  Arom  Lyons, 
42  m.  from  Macon.  There  is  but  one 
express  train  each  way  daily. 

From  Ambcrieu  the  rly.  ascends 
the  rocky  valley  of  the  little  river 
Serrant,  making  considerable  curves  to 

TeMy  £^f<if.,  beautifully  situated  at 
the  junction  of  three  valleys.  Soon 
after  this  the  road  passes  between 
lofty  cliffii  not  unlike  those  of  Clifton, 
and  by  a  series  of  little  lakes,  which 
occasioned  great  difficulties  to  the 
engineers.    A  tunnel  is  passed  to 

RossiUcn  Stat.  Here  the  summit 
level  is  reached,  and  the  road  emerges 
on  the  Swiss  side  of  the  Jura.  Lime- 
stone mountains  seem  to  close  round 
the  line,  and  there  is  a  magnificent 
view  of  distant  mountains.  The  road 
passes  under  the  Otxmd  Cotombier, 
which  overhangs 

Culoz  Jimc.  Stat,  {Ttins:  Croix 
Blanche  ;  Union).  Here  the  line  to 
Chamb^ry  and  Turin  (Bte.  153) 
branches  off.  The  rly.  to  Geneva 
henceforward  keeps  close  to  the 
BhAne,  only  leaving  at  one  point  in 
order  to  cut  off  an  angle. 

Seyssel  Stat,^  on  the  Bhdne.  Here 
are  quarries  which  furnish  asphalte. 

Biiliat  Stat,  1  m.  hence  is  the  Mai- 
pertuis  (**pertuis"  means  a  gorge),  an 
abyss  even  more  imposing  than  the 
Perie  du  RhSne  (see  further  on\  The 
river  quietly  flows  at  a  depth  of  600  ft. 
between  walls  of  rock,  sometimes  not 
more  than  14  ft.  apart.  The  gorge  of 
the  Valscrene  is  crossed  on  a  vii^uct 
near 

Bellegarde  Stat,  The  last  town  in 
France,  and  French  custom-house. 
Behind  the  H.  de  la  Poste  is  the  cele- 
brated Perte  da  Shdne  (Rte.  53  e),  and 
not  far  off  the  Fort  de  FEchtse,  con- 
spicuous from  the  old  coach-road.  The 
Swiss  territory  is  entered  at  Chailex, 
7  m.  from 

Geneva  Termiwte,  at  end  of  Bne  de 
Mt.  Blanc,  leading  to  the  lake  and 
bridge. 

Geneva.  (Germ,  Genf ;  Ital.  Gi- 
nevra.)  Inns  :  TL  de  la  M^tropole,  an 
immense  establishment  opposite  the 
Jardin  Anglais,  a  first-rate  hotel 
*L*£cu.de  Geneve,  capital;  H6tel  des 
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Bergaes;  Couronne,  well  managed, 
moderate,  civil  landlord — three  excel- 
lent inns,  &cing  the  lake.  Hotel  Vic- 
toria, near  the  rly.  staL,  Ist  class ; 
H.  Schweitxerhof ;  H.  Beaurivage  and 
d'Angleterre  $  U.  de  la  Paix ;  H.  du 
Khdne  (bad  smellsX  reasonable,  2nd 
olass ;  La  Balance,  most  comfortable 
as  a  2nd  class  inn.  BestawatU^  Richter 
(Lion  d'Or),  good.  CafSs,  Du  Nord 
(also  restaurant),  facing  the  lake,  one 
of  the  best  in  Switserland;  La  Poste. 

Passports  are  never  required  at 
Geneva. 

A  wUk  ikroagh  Geneva  from  the 
Bly.  Stat  to  the  Bridge  of  Mt.  Blanc 
View  of  the  mountain  from  Qua!  du 
Mt.  Blanc;  Jardin  Anglau;  lielief  of 
Mt.  Blanc;  Pierre  de  Niton  ;  Public 
Library  in  Rue  Verdaine;  Cathedral; 
House  of  Calvin,  11,  Rue  des  Cha- 
noines;  House  of  J.  J.  Rousseau,  40, 
Grande  Rue;  Mus^e  de  1'  Acad^mie; 
H.  de  Ville ;  Arsenal  opposite  Athe- 
naeum; along  the  promenade  of  La 
Treille  to  the  Botanic  Garden,  by  the 
Theatre  to  Mus^  Rath ;  Place  Neuve; 
Fountain  of  the  Escalade  (see  His- 
tory) at  end  of  Rue  des  AUemands; 
by  the  Quais  to  Rue  Mt.  Blanc 

Geneva,  though  the  capital  of  the 
smallest  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  except 
Zug,  is  die  most  populous  town  m 
the  Confederation,  since  it  contains 
41,756  Inhab.  (9322  Rom.  Catholics, 
and  14,795  foreigners).  It  is  well 
situated,  at  the  W.  extremity  of  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  at  the  point  where 
**  the  blue  waters  of  the  arrowy 
Rhone"  issue  out  of  it.  The  river 
divides  the  town  into  two  pirts;  the 
smaller  on  the  rt.  bank  being  called 
(^uartier  St.  Gervais.  The  intensely 
blue  colour  of  the  waters  of  the  Rhone, 
alluded  to  by  Bvron,  is  certainlj^  very 
renuirkable,  ana  resembles  nothing  so 
much  as  the  discharge  of  indigo  from 
a  dyer's  vat.  The  cause  of  it  nas  not 
been  satisfactorily  explained.  Sir 
Humphry  Davy  attributed  it  to  the 
presence  of  iodine.  The  extreme 
parity  lasts  but  for  a  short  space, 
since  a  mile  below  the  town  it  is 
polluted  by  the  admixture  of  the 
waters  of  the  turbid  Arve. 

Geneva,  when  seen  from  the  lake, 


presents  a  very  imposing  appearance, 
m  consequence  of  improvements^  made 
since  1830,  for  which  it  is  indebted,  in 
no  slight  degree,  to  the  circulation  of 
the  gold  of  English  travellers  among 
its  mhabitants.  Several  new  Quar- 
ters have  started  up  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhone  and  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  displaying  handsome  fronts  of 
tall  houses,  lined  with  broad  oiiays 
towards  the  lake.  The  Qua!  de  Mont 
Blanc  is  a  continuation  of  Quai  des 
Beigues,  and  forms  a  row  of  magni- 
ficent houses.  On  Hhe  8.  bank  of 
the  Rhone  the  unsightly  houses  which 
lined  the  margin  of  the  lake  have 
been  refaced  and  beautified,  while  a 
broad  belt  of  land  has  been  gained 
from  the  water,  and  converted  into 
a  line  of  Quais.  The  Quais  on  both 
sides  are  connected  by  three  handsome 
Bridges,  thrown  across  the  lake.  The 
longest  of  these,  completed  1863,  leads 
from  the  Rlwy.  ana  Quai  du  Mont 
Blanc  to  the  Grand  Quai  and  English 
Garden  on  S.  side  of  the  Lake.  Another 
bridge  is  united  with  a  small  island, 
formerly  a  part  of  the  fortifications, 
now  occupied  by  a  very  inferior  statue 
of  Rousseau,  bv  Pradier,  Since  1 848  the 
fortifications  have  been  razed,  those 
near  the  Porte  de  Rive  partly  thrown 
into  the  lake,  so  as  to  form  another 
new  Quai,  occupied  by  new  streets  and 
houses.  The  ancient  Porte  Neuve  has 
been  demolished,  and  several  new  and 
handsome  buildings  have  been  erected 
outside  the  site.  Geneva  is  dirided  into 
the  upper  and  lower  town  ;  and  this 
distinction,  arising  from  the  uneven 
nature  of  the  ground,  is  perpetuated 
in  the  rank  and  condition  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  two  divisions.  The 
upper  town  consists  almost  entirely  of 
the  large  and  handsome  mansions  of 
the  burgher  aristocracy,  heretofore 
the  senators  and  magistrates  of  the 
republic,  between  whom  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  lower  town,  consisting 
of  shopkeepers,  a  strong  social  line 
is  drawn.  The  Quartier  de  St.  Ger- 
vais is  the  abode  of  the  workmen, 
the  seat  of  democracy  after  the  French 
pattern — the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  of 
Geneva: — ^its  streets  are  narrow,  its 
houses  lofty,  and  it  has  something  of 
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the  air  of  the  old  town  of  Edinburgh. 
The  fSrads  uinng  between  the  high 
and  low  town  were  not  few,  nor  void 
of  interest;  indeed,  they  would  fill  a 
long  and  amusing  historical  chapter: 
they  often  led  to  bloodshed;  but  the 
democrats  below  generally  brought 
their  exalted  neighbours  to  reason  by 
the  simple  expedient  of  cutting  off 
the  water-pipes,  taking  especial  care 
to  guiurd  the  nydraulic  macnine  which 
fhmished  the  supply  to  the  upper 
town,  and  which  is  situated  in  their 
quarter.  The  disputes  are  now  be- 
tween the  upper  town  and  St.  Gervais, 
the  lower  town  siding  sometimes  with 
one,  sometimes  with  the  other. 

On  the  islan<l,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Rhone,  not  for  from  the  Hydraulic 
Machine,  traces  may,  it  is  said,  be 
discoTered  of  a  Roman  structure,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  foundations  of  one  of 
the  towers  erected  by  Julius  Caesar,  to 
prevent  the  Helvetians  crossing  the 
river.  The  earliest  mention  of  Ge- 
neva occurs  in  his  Commentaries, 
where  it  is  described  as  '^the  last 
fortress  of  the  Allobroges,  and  nearest 
to  the  Helvetian  frontier." 

Although  Geneva  is  deservedly  a 
great  focus  for  travellers  of  aU  na- 
tions, it  possesses  within  it  few  objects 
of  interest  to  the  passing  stranger. 
As  a  town,  it  is  not  very  prepossess- 
ing; it  has  no  fine  public  buildings;  in 
short,  scarcely  any  sigkts.  It  is  owing 
to  its  beautiful  environs,  to  its  vicinity 
to  Chamouni,  to  the  charming  scenery 
of  its  lake,  and  to  its  position  on  the 
high  road  from  Paris  to  Italy,  that  it 
has  become  a  place  of  so  much  resort. 

The  Cathedral,  or  Ch,  of  St.  Pierre 
is  of  an  extreme  simplicity  of  archi- 
tecture. Its  fine  Corinthian  portico 
added  on  the  outside  is  a  blemish 
where  it  is  placed,  but  its  interior 
possesses  interest  as  a  very  early  and 
nncorrupted  specimen  of  the  Gothic 
of  the  11th  century.  It  contains  the 
monuments  of  Agrimm  d'Aubigny, 
the  friend  of  Henry  IV.,  and  grand- 
fether  of  Mad.  de  Maintenon,  and 
that  of  the  Due  Henri  de  Rohan,  a 
leader  of  the  French  Protestants  in 
the  reien  of  Louis  XIII.,  slain  near 
Bheinfeiden,  1 638.  A  statue  of  plaster 


now  replaces  one  of  marble,  ruthlessly 
destroyed'  at  the  French  Revolution. 
The  canopy  of  the  pulpit  is  the  same 
under  which  Calvin  preached. 

A  Rom,  Catholic  Church  in  the  Gothic 
style  has  been  built  near  the  rly.  stat.; 
and  a  synagopie  {Temple  Juif)  in  the 
Saracenic  style  near  the  Porte  Neuve. 

TheEngliah  Church,  near  the  Bergues 
Hotel,  built  by  subscription,  on  the 
site  of  the  former  fortifications 
(granted  by  the  Swiss  Government), 
was  consecrated  and  opened  in  1853 
by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester.  Mr. 
George  Haldimann  gave  1000/.  to- 
wards it.  Service  is  performed  every 
Sunday  at  11  and  6. 

The  Palais  Electoral,  outside  the 
Porte  Neuve,  is  a  handsome  building 
for  elections,  exhibitions,  meeting^, 
and  festivals. 

The  mtel  de  ViUe  has  been  weU 
restored. 

The  Mus^  RtWt,  so  named  after  its 
founder.  General  Rath,  who  left  the 
reversion  of  his  fortune  to  it,  is  a 
building  in  the  Greek  style,  close  to 
the  Porte  Neuve,  open  daily  from  11 
to  3;  it  contains  a  collection  of  pic- 
tures and  other  works  of  art,  the 
greater  part  by  native  artbts.  Among 
the  Genevese  painters,  Calame,  IMday, 
Homung,  ana  Topfer  deserve  to  be 
mentioned. 

The  Musde  d^Histoire  NatarelU,  No. 
209,  Grande  Rue,  is  chiefly  interest- 
ing to  the  student  as  containing  the 
geological  collections  of  Saussure,  the 
fossil  plants  of  MM.  Brongniart  and 
i;)ecandolle,  and  the  collections  ofM. 
Neoker.  It  is  principally  filled  with 
the  native  productions  of  Switzerland, 
and  contains  specimens  of  the  chamois, 
of  the  Bouquetin,  the  dog  of  St  Ber- 
nard, of  alt  the  fishes  of  the  rivers 
and  lakes  of  this  country;  among 
them  the  ferra,  the  lotte,  and  a  trout 
weighing  43  lbs.  from  the  lake  of 
Geneva.  There  is  the  skin  of  an  ele- 
phant, which  lived  in  a  menagerie  in 
the  town,  but  at  length  burning 
unruly  was  shot. 

There  is  also  a  cabinet  of  anttqui' 
ties;  some  of  them  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, such  as  a  metal  buckler, 
with  fine  bas-reliefe,  discovered  in  the 


168 


ROUTE  53. — GENEVA.      PUBUC  UBRART. 


Sect  I. 


bed  of  the  Anre,  inscribed  "  Larg^tas 
Valentiiiiani  Augusti;"  some  instra- 
ments  of  sacrifice  found  near  the  rocks 
of  Neptune  in  the  hUie,  &c.  &c.  Also 
the  lantern  dropped  in  the  town  ditch 
by  one  of  the  Savoyard  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  the  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
scue  the  walls  in  1602  (see  below). 
In  the  same  building  is  the  Society 
de  Lecture,  a  circulating  library  of 
40,000  vols.,  and  a  large  reading- 
room  for  periodicals.  Foreigners  are 
easily  admitted  to  the  latter. 

The  Public  Library,  Rue  Verdaine, 
attached  to  the  College^  a  scholastic 
looking  building,  of  no  architectural 

gretensionsybehmd  St.  Pierre,  founded 
y  Calvin,  contains  70,000  volumes. 
The  following  curiosities  are  shown 
to  all  who  desire  to  see  them : — 394 
MS.  letters  of  Calvin,  almost  illegible, 
but  with  fair  transcripts  (there  is  one 
addressed  to  Lady  Jane  Grey  while  a 
prisoner  in  the  Tower);  44  vols,  of 
his  MS.  sermons  between  1549  and 
1560;  12  vols,  of  letters  addressed  to 
him,  and  many  important  documents 
relating  to  the  Council  of  Basle;  se- 
veral volumes  of  letters  of  Theodore 
Beza;  the  manuscript  of  the  *  Noble 
Le9on,'  a  work  of  the  ancient  Wal- 
denses;  part  of  the  account-book  of 
the  household  of  Philip  le  Bel,  for 
1308,  written  with  a  style  upon  waxed 
tablets,  but  now  almost  effaced;  a 
translation  of  Quintus  Curtius,  with 
beautiful  illustrations,  taken  along 
with  the  baggage  of  Charles  the 
Bold  at  Morat.  The  Discourses  of 
St.  Augustine,  a  MS.  on  papyrus  of 
the  7th  century.  Letters  of  St.  Vin- 
cent de  Paul,  J.  J.  Rousseau,  &c. 
The  library  is  opened  every  day 
but  Saturday  and  Sunday,  from  11 
to  4,  and  on  Tuesday,  to  consult  books, 
from  1  to  3. 

A  new  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  the 
gift  to  the  town  of  Madame  Eynard, 
called  Athenoeum,  is  a  l)eautiful  build- 
ingnear  the  Botanic  Garden. 

The  Botanic  Garden  behind  the 
theatre,  and  near  the  Forte  Neuve, 
deserves  mention,  as  having  been 
laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
eminent  botanist  DecandoUe  ;  but  the 
funds  are  so  limited  that  the  collection 


of  plants  is  of  no  peat  importance. 
The  ground  it  occupies  has  also  painful 
historical  associations.  On  this  spot, 
in  1794,  took  place  fusillades  and 
butcheries  too  horrible  to  be  detailed, 
in  which  the  blood  of  the  most  respect- 
able citizens  of  the  town  was  shed, 
condemned  to  execution  by  a  band 
of  wretches,  most  of  whom  were,  their 
fellow-citizens,  though  directed  by  a 
deputy  from  the  Comite  du  Salut 
Public  at  Paris. 

Besides  the  names  of  Calvin  and 
Rousseau,  which  are  connected  with 
Geneva — the  one  by  adoption,  tho 
other  by  birth— it  is  the  oirthplaco 
of  many  illustrious  men,  whose  repa- 
tation  may  be  styled  European.  The 
list  includes  the  names  of  Isaac  Ca- 
saubon;  of  Lefort,  the  friend  and 
councillor  of  Peter  the  Great;  of 
Necker,  the  weak  and  ill-starred  mi- 
nister of  Louis  XVL,  and  father  of 
Madame  de  Stael;  of  the  naturalists 
Saussure  (who  first  ascended  Mont 
Blanc),  Bonnet,  De  Luc;  and  Huber, 
the  biographer  of  the  bee  jand  ant; 
Decandolle,  the  botanist;  of  Delolme 
and  Mallet  du  Pan,  writers;  of  Gal- 
latin, U.S.;  of  Rossi,  the  Pope's 
minister,  assassinated  at  Rome  in 
1849;  of  Dumont,  the  friend  and 
adviser  of  Mirabeau  and  Jeremy 
Bentham;  and  Sismondi,  the  historian. 
Among  ihe  living  there  are  Neckar, 
the  geologist;  De  la  Rive,  the  chemist; 
Alphonse  de  CandoUe,  and  £dmond 
Boissier,  botanists;  Plantamour,  as- 
tronomer; Maunoir,  the  oculist; 
and  Merle  d'Aubigne,  author  of  the 
History  of  the  Meformation,  and  a 
preacher  at  the  Oratoire. 

Geneva  may  be  regarded  as  the 
intellectual  metropolis  of  Switzer- 
land; and  strangers  who  choose  it  as 
their  residence,  if  provided  with  good 
introductions,  will  find,  among  the 
upper  classes,  a  very  agreeable  society, 
including    many    mdividuals    distin- 

Suished  for  their  literary  and  scienti- 
c  acquirements. 

The  staple  manufacture  of  Geneva, 
from  whicn  it  derives  its  chief  com- 
mercial prosperity,  is  that  of  vcatcheSf 
m"^ical  boxes,  tma  jetcellery.  The  first 
watch  was  brought  to  Geneva  in  1587, 
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and  at  the  end  of  the  last  century 
4000  persons  were  employed  within 
the  town,  and  2000  without  the  walls, 
on  this  manufacture.  At  present  the 
number  is  diminished  to  less  than 
3000,  thoueh,  from  improvements  in 
the  mechanical  processes  and  increased 
skill  of  the  workmen,  the  number  of 
'watches  made  is  much  greater  than 
before,  100,000  being  now  manufac- 
tured annually.  Upwards  of  50  watch- 
makers' and  70  jewellers'  workshops 
are  kept  in  constant  employment  in 
the  town  ;  and  it  has  been  calculated 
that  in  good  years,  75,000  ounces  of 
gold,  5000  marks  of  silver,  andjpre- 
cious  stones  to  the  value  of  a  million 
of  francs,  are  used  in  them.  A  com- 
mittee of  master  workmen  with  a  syn- 
dic at  their  head,  called  commission  de 
surveillance,  are  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernment to  inspect  every  workshop 
and  the  articles  made  in  it,  to  guard 
against  fiuud  in  the  substitution  of 
metals  not  of  legal  alloy,  and  thus  to 
prevent  any  deterioration  in  a  branch 
of  industry  productive  of  so  great  an 
advantage  to  Greneva.  Among  the 
best  establishments  for  jewellery  and 
watches  is  that  of  Kossel  et  Eils,  Roe 
du  Rhone;  Hesse  andMetford,  Grand 
Quai,  14;  Liodet;  also  Mr.  Geo.  Roch, 
5,  Rue  du  Rhone.  A  good  watch  costs 
from  300  to  500  francs. 

At  the  French  custom-house,  musi- 
cal snuff-boxes,  of  Genevese  manu- 
facture, and  watches  pay  a  duty  of 
onl  /  5  fr.  each.  Smuggling,  once  car- 
ried on  to  an  enormous  extent  between 
the  Swiss  and  French  frontiers,  has 
ereatly  diminished,  owing  to  the  mo- 
difications of  the  French  tariff. 

Theatrical  performances,  for  cen- 
turies interdicted  in  Geneva  by  one 
of  the  austere  laws  of  Calvin,  are  now 
tolerated,  and  a  Salle  de  Spectacle  has 
been  built  close  to  the  Porte  Neuve. 
Voltaire  greatly  shocked  the  preju- 
dices of  the  citizens  by  acting  plays, 
as  it  were  und^r  their  very  nose,  at 
Les  Delices  and  Femey.  Rousseau 
writes  to  him,  **  Je  ne  vous  aime  pas  ; 
vous  avez  corrompu  ma  republique  en 
lui  donnant  des  spectacles."  A  Con- 
servatoire de  Musique  has  also  been 
erected. 

ISwitz,"} 


A  very  well  executed  model  of  Mont 
Blanc,  the  work  of  an  artist  named 
Sene,  who  employed  10  years  upon  it, 
is  placed  in  a  ouildine  erected  tor  the 
purpose,  in  the  Jarain  Anglais.  It 
IS  interesting  to  study  either  before  or 
after  a  visit  to  ChamounL 

On  the  gprand  Quai,  close  to  the 
port  where  the  steamers  land,  a  Xtm- 
nimetre  (lake  measure)  has  been  erect- 
ed to  mark  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
waters  of  the  lake,  which  amounts  to 
50  inches  or  more,  and  makes  a  very 
?reat  difference  in  the  appearance  of 
tne  town. 

At  the  Bow^ierieSf  near  the  Post- 
office,  the  town  maintains,  at  thepub- 
lic  expense,  a  brace  of  Eae^les.  liiese 
birds  are  the  armorial  bearings  of 
Geneva,  as  the  bear  is  of  Berne. 

The  Post  Office  is  a  handsome  edifice 
on  the  Place  Bel  Air,  Rue  de  la  Corra- 
terie.  The  Electric  Telegraph  Office  is 
on  the  First  Floor. 

There  is  a  most  respectable  Genevese 
Club,  called  the  Cercle  de  la  Rive. 

A  British  Consul  was  appointed  for 
Geneva,  1846.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  2, 
Rue  Centrale,  opposite  Post-office, 
the  gentleman  who  fills  the  office,  is 
most  obliging  and  anxious  to  be 
useful. 

An  American  (U.S.)  Consul  resides 
here. 

Bailways :  to  Paris  by  Macon  in 
15  hrs.;  to  L^ons  or  Paris  by  Fort 
I'Ecluse  (Pans  time  kept);  to  Lau- 
sanne, Berne,  Sion,  on  the  Simplon 
Route ;  to  NeuchAtel,  by  Merges  (Berne 
time). 

Steamboats  twice  a  day  along  the  N. 
shore  of  the  lake  to  Lausanne  and 
Villeneuve  in  5  hours.  Twice  along 
the  S.  shore  in  connexion  with  the 
Sion  Rly.  at  Bouveret. 

To  Chamouni. — Diligences  daily  at 
7,  7^,  and  8,  from  Grand  Quai,  making 
the  journey  in  9  or  10  hours. 

Voituriers  cYiATge  for  a  carriage  with 
one  horse  1 5  fr.,  with  two  horses  30  fr. 
per  diem  (Kolliker,  Aux  Paquis,  lets 
carriages). 

Post'fiorses — 120,  Rue  du  Cendrier. 

a  post  extra  is  charged  on  quitting 

eneva. 

Geneva  is  lighted  with  gas  (1845). 
I 
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Tho  coal  is  brought  from  St  Etiexme. 
The  English  traveller,  esjHJcially  if  he 
he  leaving  Switzerland,  wUl  do  well  to 
provide  himself  here  with  those  little 
jBn^lish  comforts  which  he  will  not 
find  beyond  the  next  custom-house. 
At  the  shop  of  Archinard  and  Bordier, 
in  the  I^ue  Basse,  all  kinds  of  English 
^utiery  and  household  goods  may  be 
had  genuine.  Mrs.  Lang,  8,  Rue  Mt. 
Blanc,  for  "articles  Anglais"  and 
needlework.  The  Demoiselles  Lacour, 
in  the  Grande  Hue,  are  celebrated  for 
gloves  and  ladies'  shoes  j  Clerc  Bon- 
i^et,  Quai  des  Bergues,  has  the  best 
supply  of  cigars,  tobacco,  and  si\uif. 
Brachard,  Grande  Rue,  and  Wesel, 
9pposite,  are  good  stationers.  Briquet 
has  published  good  maps.  Bastard, 
Rue  des  Allemands,  a  good  chemist. 

Monroe,  bookseller,  32,  Grand  Quai, 
Ijias  a  readrng-room,  and  keeps  a  store 
pf  maps,  guides,  English  books,  &c.; 
and  a  visitors'  and  strangers'  book. 
Good  tea  and  Palmer^s  biscuits  may  be 
had  of  Monroe. 

Dr.  Coindet  is  an  eminent  and 
friendly  physician.  Dr.  Lombard  also 
is  well  informed,  kind,  and  expe- 
rienced: both  studied  at  Edinburgh. 

There  is  also  a  resident  English 
physician.  Dr.  Metcalf,  3,  Quai  du 
Mont  Blanc  G.  Baker  keeps  an  Eng- 
lish pharmacy.  The  extremity  of  the 
Quai  du  Mont  Blanc,  or  the  Isle  Jean 
Jacques  Rousseau,  formerly  the  /s/« 
des  Bergues,  is  a  eood  point  of  view 
to  see  the  lake  and  Mont  Blanc. 

In  the  Cemetery  of  Plain  Palais^  a 
little  ^vay  beyond  the  Porte  Neuve, 
Sir  Humphry  Davy,  who  died  here  in 
1829,  ana  near  to  nim  Decandolle  the 
botanist,  Dumont,  and  Fictet,  are 
burind.  The  site  of  Calvin's  grave  is 
unknown. 

In  the  bed  of  the  lake  lie  many  gra- 
nitic boulders,  transported  from  the 
liigh  Alps.  Two  of  these,  a  short  dist 
tance  beyond  the  port  of  Geneva,  and 
a  little  to  the  S.E.  of  the  town,  are 
&o  large  as  to  prqieot  above  the  water. 
They"  are  called  Pierres  de  Niton,  from 
A  tradition  that  sacrifices  were  offered 
upon  them  to  the  god  Neptune  by  the 
Romans.  Indeed,  instruments  of  sacri- 
fice have  been  found  near  them. 


History .  Geneva  is  of  Roman  origin. 
In  the  middle  ages  up  to  1530  Geneva 
was  governed  lay  its  bishop,  with 
whom  the  citiaens  had  many  struggles. 
In  1401,  the  Counts  of  Savov  beauae 
powerful  enough  always  to  oDtain  the 
bishopric  for  one  of  their  own  family. 
One  portion  of  the  citisens,  leagued 
together  under  the  name  of  Eidgenos- 
sen  (from  which  **  Hugnenoi  "  is  pro- 
bably derived),  after  many  struggles 
with  the  Counts  or  Dukes,  in  1518 
concluded  an  alliance  with  Freyborsr 
and  soon  afterwards  with  Berne,  and 
in  1530  compelled  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
to  sign  a  treaty  by  which  Uiey  re- 
gained their  independence.  The  strug- 
gles between  the  difierent  classes  of 
citizens  in  the  following  250  years 
fMr*e  exoe^ngly  curious.  After  a  sort 
of  reign  of  terror  Geneva  was  annexed 
to  France  in  1798.  In  1814  it  became 
a  member  of  the  Swiss  confederation, 
and  the  aristocratic  government  was 
re-established,  but  after  many  changes 
a  democratic  government  was  esta- 
blished in  1846,  every  citizen  having  a 
a  vote.  In  1846  the  town  had  a 
balance  in  hand  of  300,000  fir.;  it  now 
owes  23,000,000  fr.,  besides  an  nn- 
known  floating  debl^  an  annual  deficit 
of  800,000  fr.,  and  a  municipal  debt  of 
6  000,000  fr.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
should  be  said  that  many  public  im- 
provements have  been  carried  out 
under  the  new  government. 

Geneva  may  oe  said  to  possess  an 
historical  interest  for  intelligent  tra- 
vellers, far  greater  than  that  to  be 
derived  from  the  individual  objects  of 
curiosity  contained  within  its  walls. 
The  influence  which  she  has  exer- 
cised, not  only  over  Europe  but  over 
the  world,  by  means  of  her  children, 
or  those  whom  she  has  adopted  as 
her  citizens,  is  quite  out  of  proportion 
to  the  limited  extent  of  a  territory 
which  one  may  traverse  firom  end 
to  end  in  a  moming^s  ride.  Vol- 
taire ridiculed  its  dinlinntiveness  by 
saying,  **Quand  je  seooue  ma  per- 
ruoue  je  poudre  toute  la  republique ;" 
ana  the  Emperor  Paul  called  the  dis- 
putes of  its  citizens  a  tempest  in  a 
tumbler  of  water :  vet  from  Geneva 
I  emanated   those   rcuigioiis   dootrines 
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from  which  Scotland,  Holland,  and  a 
lar^  part  of  Prance,  Germany,  and 
Switzerland,  derive  their  form  of 
faith,  and  which  were  transported  by 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  to  the  opposite 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  Here  also 
were  sown  those  political  opinions 
which  bore  fruit  in  the  Englisn  revo- 
lution under  Charles  I.,  in  the  Ame- 
rican and  the  French  revolutions. 

It  was  in  the  jear  1536  that 
John  Calvm,  the  reformer,  passed 
throneh  the  town  a  fugitive,  on  his 
way  ^om  Italy  to  Basle.  Two  years 
baa  not  elapsed  since  the  Genevese 
had  abolished  Roman  Catholicism, 
expelled  their  bishop,  and  adopted 
the  Reformation.  Farel,  who  was 
the  means  of  introducing  it,  was  then 
preaching  at  Geneva,  and,  aware  of 
Calvin's  talents  and  powerful  elo- 
quence, entreated  him  to  remain. 
Calvin  obeyed  the  call,  and,  in  a 
short  space,  the  itinerant  preacher 
and  foreigner  was  raised  to  be  the 
dictator  of  the  republic,  ruling  its 
turbulent  democracy  with  a  sway  not 
more  mild  than  that  of  the  dukes  of 
Savoy  and  bishops  of  Geneva,  under 
whicn  the  citizens  had  groaned  for 
ages,  and  from  which  the  Reforma- 
tion had  at  length  released  them. 
From  the  pulpit  of  St.  Peter's  Church, 
which  became  at  once  the  tribune 
and  judgment-seat  of  the  reformer, 
he  denounced  the  prevailing  immo- 
rality of  the  town  with  such  elo- 
quence and  force  that  profligacy  was 
obliged  to  hide  its  head.  His  hearers, 
running  into  an  opposite  extreme, 
adopted  a  rigorous  and  puritanical 
austerity  of  manners,  and  every  trans- 
gression of  Calvin's  code  of  morals 
was  visited  with  punishment  of  the 
utmost  severity. 

But  Calvin's  influence  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  pulpit;  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Consistory,  of  which 
one  third  of  the  permanent  members 
were  ministers,  and  the  remainder 
laymen  holding  office  for  a  year  only. 
This  council  assumed  an  authority 
far  more  despotic  than  that  of  the 
bishops:  it  exercised  the  power  of  an 
inquisition^  to  examine  Into   men's 


private  lives,  and  into  the  aifairs  of 
nunilies  of  whatever  rank. 
.  The  sumptuary  laws  enacted  by 
Calvin  were  severe,  but  were  rigidly 
enforced  by  the  Consistory.  They 
contained  such  enactments  as  the  fol- 
lowing: a  dinner  for  ten  persons  was 
limited  to  five  dishes;  plush  breeches 
were  laid  under  interaict;  violations 
of  the  sabbath  were  followed  by  a 
public  admonition  from  the  pulpit; 
adultery  was  punished  with  death; 
and  the  gamester  was  e™>sed  in  the 
pillory,  with  a  pack  of  cards  tied 
round  his  neck. 

Calvin  was  equally  rigorous  in  the 
maintenance  of  orthodoxy.  Servetus, 
condemned  by  him  for  holding  anti- 
trinitarian  doctrines,  which,  however, 
he  did  not  attempt  to  disseminate  in 
Geneva,  was  burnt  at  the  stake  in 
the  Champ  da  Bourrecm,  the  ancient 
place  of  execution  outside  the  walls. 
The  hole  in  which  it  was  planted  is 
now  filled  up,  and  the  destmation  of 
the  spot  is  changed. 

Geneva,  thus  become  the  metro- 
polis of  Calvinism,  and  '*the  Rome 
of  Protestantism,"  was  resorted  to  by 
many  foreigners,  who  sought  refuge 
here  from  religious  persecutions  m 
their  own  country.  Among  a  num- 
ber of  English  and  Scotch  exiled  by 
the  cruelties  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary,  was  John  Knox,  lie  was  made 
a  citizen  of  Geneva  in  1558,  and  did 
not  finally  quit  it  till  1560.  Calvin 
died  in  1564,  at  the  age  of  55,  after 
23  years  of  uninterrupted  power:  he 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Plain  Palais^  but  he  forbade  the  Ge- 
nevese to  mark  the  spot  where  his 
remains  were  laid  with  a  monument 

The  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  many 
years  after  his  authority  within  the 
town  had  been  destroyed,  was  en- 
gaged in  repeated  open  contests  with 
the  citizens  ;  nor  did  he  omit  to 
maintain,  within  the  walls,  spies  and 
secret  partisans,  in  the  hopes  of  gain- 
ing possession  of  it  by  surprise.  The 
street  called  Corraterie,  at  the  period 
in  question,  A.D.  1602,  the  town  ditch, 
was  the  scene  of  the  most  memo- 
rable of  these  attempts,  known  in 
Swiss  history  as  the  Eecalade,  The 
I  2 
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Inhabitants,  lulled  to  security  by  a 
display  of  pacific  intentions  on  the 
part  of  the  reigning  Duke  Charles 
Emanuel,  had  neglected  all  precau- 
tions to  guard  against  an  attack,  even 
though  warnings  had  been  given 
them  of  approaching  danger.  0^  the 
night  of  Dec  20th  tne  townsfolk  were 
aroused  from  sleep  by  the  firing  of 
musketry,  and  by  an  alarm  that  the 
enemy  was  already  in  possession.  It 
appeared  that  a  sentinel,  in  going  his 
rounds  with  a  lantern,  hul  ndlen 
among  a  party  of  armed  men,  who 
had  quickly  despatched  him,  but  not 
before  his  cries  and  the  report  of  his 
matchlock  had  aroused  toe  rest  of 
the  euard.  It  was  quickly  disco- 
vered that  a  party  of  Savoyards,  200 
Urong,  detached  from  a  still  larger 
force  of  2000  men,  who  had  ap- 
proached the  city  in  the  darkness,  and 
were  posted  on  the  Plain  Palais,  a 
little  distance  beyond  the  walls,  had 
descended  into  the  fosse  of  Corraterie, 
and  by  the  aid  of  scaline-ladders, 
paintea  black,  in  order  tnat  they 
might  not  be  seen,  had  surmounted 
the  ramparts,  were  proceeding  in 
small  parties  to  burst  open  the  Porte 
Neuve,  and  thus  admit  their  asso- 
ciates on  the  outside.  The  Savoyards 
had  already  despatched  a  messenger 
announcing  to  their  commander  the 
capture  of  the  town ;  but  the  citizens, 
though  completely  taken  by  surprise, 
were  by  no  means  seized  with  the 
panic  which  sueh  an  occurrence  was 
likely  to  produce.  Every  man,  armed 
as  he  might  be,  issued  out  into  the 
streets ;  uie  small  body  of  Savoyards 
who  had  gained  the  ramparts  were 
quickly  overpowered;  the  first  g^u 
fired  from  the  walls,  by  a  chance 
shot,  swept  away  three  of  the  sciiliug- 
ladders ;  and  the  enemy  on  the  out- 
side, on  approaching  the  Porte  ^euve, 
found  that,  instead  of  being  blown 
up,  it  was  strongly  guarded,  with  the 
portcullis  down.  Many  anecdotes 
are  told  of  the  prowess  of  the  towns- 
people on  that  ni^ht;  and  an  iron 
saucepan,  with  which  an  old  woman 
knocked  do^vn  a  soldier,  is  still  pre- 
served in  the  arsenal,  along  with  a 
piece   of   the  scaling-ladders.     The 


storming  party,  thus  unexpectedly 
attacked,  and  at  the  same  time  cut 
off  from  their  friends,  were  quickly 
killed  or  made  prisoners.  Those  who 
fell  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  Gene- 
vese  were  hung  next  day  as  house* 
breakers :  67  heads  were  planted 
along  the  ramparts,  but  many  more 
than  these  fell  in  the  ditch  and  out- 
side the  town.  The  venerable  Theodore 
Beza,  at  that  time  80  years  old,  gave 
out  from  the  pulpit  next  day  the 
124th  Psalm,  which  has  been  sung 
ever  since  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
Escalade. 

Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  son  of  a 
watchmaker  of  Geneva,  first  saw  the 
light  in  a  house  in  the  Hue  du 
Cneval  Blanc.  The  accident  of  his 
being  shut  out  of  the  town  one 
evenmg,  on  his  return  from  a  walk, 
induced  him  to  fly  from  his  native 
town,  as  he  feared  to  face  his  master 
next  morning.  His  book,  the  Emile^ 
was  burnt,  m  conformity  with  an 
order  of  the  Council  of  Geneva,  by 
the  common  hangman,  in  front  of 
the  Hotel  de  YiUe,  m  1762.  The 
instigators  of  this  act  were  Voltaire 
and  the  Council  of  the  Sorbonne, 
who,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  in 
this  instance  acted  in  unison.  The 
Council  at  the  same  time  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  author. 


Environs  of  Genevcu 

Omnibuses  run  to  Carouge,  St.  Julien, 
Lancy,  Troinex,  and  Femey,  every 
hour,  and  to  Vandcuvre  and  Sacconex 
5  times  a  day.  There  is  an  American 
tramway  also  to  Carouge:  350,000 
persons  were  conveyed  by  it  in  the 
first  3  months. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that 
Geneva  is  chiefly  distinguished  for  its 
beautiful  situation  on  the  margin  of  an 
enchanting  lake,  whose  gentiy-sloping 
banks  are  scattered  over  with  villas, 
surrounded  by  gardens,  and  looking 
more  like  English  country-houses 
than  any  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of 
the  Continent. 

The  rides,  walks,  and  views  in  the 
vicinity   are  delightfril,  and   almost 
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endless;  but  thegpreat  charm  of  every 
prospect  is  the  Mcnt  Blanc,  and  the 
rang;e  of  Alps  of  Savoy,  when  they 
deign  to  show  themselves,  which  they 
do  not,  in  perfect  distinctness,  more 
than  60  times  a  year  on  an  averaee. 
There  cannot  be  a  more  lovely  signt 
than  that  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  sur- 
rounding Aiguilles,  tinged  with  the 
pink  hue  which  the  <feparting  sun 
sheds  upon  them  in  certain  states  of 
the  atmosphere. 

a.  The  jtmction  of  the  Arve  trith  the 
Jthone  is  well  worth  visiting,  and  is  best 
seen  either  from  the  tongue  of  land 
between  the  two  rivers,  which  is 
reached  on  foot  over  the  wire  bridge 
to  the  rt.  of  the  Porte  Neuve,  along 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhone  by  the  gas- 
works, or  from  the  grounds  of  a 
country-house  called  Chatellaine,  or 
Campngne  Matthieu,  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Rhone,  abont  1^  m.  beyond  the 
Porte  de  Comavin.  On  the  way  to  it, 
Les  Delices,  a  country-house  of  Vol- 
taire, is  passed. 

The  Arve,  a  wide  torrent  fed  by 
the  snows  and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
looks  like  a  river  of  mud.  The  pellucid 
blue  waters  of  the  Rhone,  driven  on 
one  side  by  the  furious  entrance  of  its 
new  ally,  for  a  long  time  refuse  to  mix 
with  it,  and  the  line  of  separation  be- 
tween the  blue  and  white  water  is 
distinctly  marked.  At  length  the  Arv« 
gains  the  mastery;  and  the  Rhone, 
once  polluted,  does  not  recover  its  per- 
fect purity  before  reaching  the  sea. 

h.  On  the  S.E.  side  of  Geneva  rises 
the  Mcnt  Saleve,  a  long  line  of  limestone 
precipices,  seeming  to  impend  ftver  the 
town,  though  it  is,  in  reality,  5  m.  off, 
and  within  the  Sardinian  territory. 
Those  who  are  acquainted  with  Edin- 
burgh may  be  reminded  of  Salisbury 
Crags  in  looking  at  it.  The  S.  side  of 
this  mountain  is  a  gentle  slope, covered 
with  verdant  pasture  and  sprinkled 
with  houses.  The  whole  of  this  vast  in- 
clined plane,  facing  the  Alps,  is  strewn 
over  with  fragments  of  rock,  identical 
with  that  of  which  Mont  Blanc  is  com- 
posed (p.  Ix.).  The  largest  of  these 
masses  is  7  ft.  long. 


The  summit  of  the  Sal^ve  (4560  ft.), 
more  than  3100  ft.  above  the  lake,  is 
frequently  sealed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Geneva,  who  make  picnic  parties  to 
enjoy  the  view  from  its  summit.  The 
shortest  road  to  it  is  by  Caronge  and 
Veyrier  (taking  the  junction  of  the 
Arve  on  the  way :  there  is  a  shorter 
road  back,  3  m.) ;  whence  a  very 
steep  path,  practicable  only  on  foot, 
partly  formed  by  steps  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  called  Pas  de  CEchelle,  leads 
up  through  a  remarkable  gap  in  the 
mountain  to  the  village  of  Monetier 
(pronounced  Monti)  2{m.  Those  who 
cannot  walk  may  r^ich  Monetier  by  a 
carriage-road,  which  makes  a  detour 
of  8  m.  from  Geneva,  through  the 
beautiful  village  of  Momex,  at  the 
back  of  the  mountain.  The  pleasantest 
way  is  to  be  driven  to  Monetier,  thence 
to  asc^idthe  Petit  or  the  Grand  Saldve 
om  foot,  and  to  descend  the  Pas  de 
I'Echelle  on  foot  to  Veyrier,  whither 
the  carriage  may  be  sent  round  to  wait 
for  the  party. 

At  Monetier  is  a  comfortable  stop* 
ping-place,  the  H6tel  and  Pension 
KeconnaissaTkce,  commanding  beauti- 
ful views,  kept  by  civil  people,  and 
prices  reasonable.  From  thence  to 
the  top  is  about  an  hour.  Near 
the  top  are  the  Chalets  des  Treixe 
Arbres  (3850  ft.),  so  called  from 
the  presence  of  a  few  trees.  The 
view  extends  S.  up  the  valley  of 
the  Arve  -over  the  Mole  to  Mont 
Blanc ;  E.  over  a  vast  expanse  of  the 
lake ;  N.  to  the  town  of  Geneva,  the 
Rhone,  and  the  Jura  behind;  W.  the 
eye  follows  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
as  far  as  the  gap  in  the  Jura  mountain, 
through  whicn  the  river  forces  its  way 
into  France.  The  stony  palfi  has  been 
superseded  by  a  g^ood  carriage-road, 
made  at  the  expense  of  a  Genevese, 
Mr.  Naville,  whose  residence.  Grange 
Gaby,  crowns  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain. Danger  formerly  arose  from 
attempting  to  deseena  through  a 
promising  ©left  or  gorge,  where  a 
very  steep  slope  ends  in  an  abrupt 
precipice.  For  any  one  accustomed 
to  mountains  there  is  no  danger  what- 
ever; but  in  1853  one  English  gentle- 
man was  killed,  and  his  compsnion 
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broke  his  thigh,  in  wandering  about 
on  the  mountain,  after  losing  their 
wajr.  This  cleft,  called  the  Grande 
Gorge^  is  freauented  by  botanists, 
who  there  find  several  rare  plants. 
The  ascent  was  formerly  difficult,  but 
a  sort  of  path  has  now  been  made. 

c.  On  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake,  about 
2  m.  from  Geneva,  and  a  little  to  the 
L  of  the  high  road  to  Thonon,  is  the 
Campagne  Diodatit  Lord  Byron's  resi- 
dence in  1816,  where  he  wrote  *  Man- 
fred,' and  the  third  canto  of  *  Childe 
Harold.*  Deodati,  professor  of  theo- 
logy, it  will  be  remembered,  was  a 
friend  and  correspondent  of  Milton, 
who  visited  him  here. 

On  the  oppsite  side,  on  the  hill  of 
Pregny,  is  the  very  commanding  seat 
of  Baron  Bothschild,  built  with  more 
magnificence  than  taste;  fine  Views 
from  the  grounds:  it  is  visited  by 
application  at  the  banker  Ferrier's, 
Haoe  du  Molard,  Geneva. 

d.  Femet/f  the  residence  of  Yol- 
ture,  is  situated  within  the  French 
territory,  about  5  m.  N.  of  Geneva,  on 
the  road  to  Paris  by  Gex.  On  the 
way  thither,  near  Grand  Saconnex, 
an  eminence  presents  one  of  the  best 
points  of  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 

Voltaire  resided  for  nearly  20  years 
at  Ferney,  from  1769  to  1777.  He 
may  be  said  to  be  the  founder  of  the 
village,  which,  before  his  time,  con- 
sisted of  but  6  or  8  hovels.  He  col- 
lected industrious  colonists,  introduced 
useful  manufactures  among  them,  and 
improved  his  estate,  of  about  900  acres, 
by  draining,  &c.,  besides  building  on  it 
the  Cfidieauj  which  still  exists,  but  has 
been  so  much  altered  by  itspresent  pro- 
prietor, that  few  traces  of  the  philoso- 
pher now  remain.  On  the  1.  hand,  as  you 
enter  the  gates,  stands  the  Church,  ori- 
ginally inscribed  with  the  words  "Deo 
erexit  Voltaire,"  now  used  as  a  hayloft. 
The  JTieatre  stood  opposite,  in  which 
his  own  tragedies  were  acted  by  ama- 
teurs, but  it  has  been  pulled  down. 

The  situation  of  Femey  is  charm- 
ing, in  full  view  of  the  Alps  and  of  Mont 
Blanc;  but  the  windows  of  the  house, 
excepting  those  of  the  Library,  were 


turned  directly  away  from  the  land- 
scape. In  the  garden  is  a  long  ber- 
ceau  walk,  closely  arched  over  with 
clipped  horn-beam — a  verdant  cloister, 
with  gaps  cut  in  it  here  and  there,  ad- 
mitting a  glimpse  of  the  prospect. 
Here  Voltaire  used  to  walk  up  and 
down,  and  dictate  to  his  secretary. 
Among  the  trees  of  the  grove  round 
the  house  is  an  elm  planted  by  his  own 
hand  in  1763:  it  was  struck  oy  light- 
ning in  1824. 

e,  Perte  du  Sh&ne, — ^The  excursion 
to  the  Perte  du  Rhdne  at  Bellegarde, 
on  the  French  frontier,  may  be  recom- 
mended. The  distance  is  about  16  m., 
and  it  may  be  reilched  in  1  hr.  by  the 
rly.  The  carriage-road  from  Col- 
longes  to  Bellegarde  is  very  fine. 
You  enter 

"  where  the  iwift  Rhone  cleaves  hit  way 

between 
Heights  which  appear  as  loven  who  have 

parted.** 

The  lofty  Vuache  on  the  side  of 
Savoy,  ana  the  huge  mass  of  the 
highest  part  of  the  Jura  chain,  slope 
precipitously  down  to  the  torrent  of 
the  Rhone.  The  road  hangs  midway 
in  this  prodigious  passage;  and  the 
Fort  de  VEcluse,  the  fortress  which 
gives  its  name  to  the  pass,  commands 
this  entrance  of  France.  Infinite  la- 
bour and  expense  have  been  used  by 
the  French  government  to  strengthen 
this  position  since  its  destruction 
by  the  Austrians,  1814.  Additional 
batteries  have  been  hewn  in  the  rock 
above  the  lower  fortress,  and  these 
communicate  with  the  guard-rooms 
below  by  a  broad  staircase,  of  more 
than  1000  steps,  hewn  inside  the  solid 
mountain.  Leave  may  sometimes  be 
obtained  from  the  governor  to  vie^v 
the  fortress;  but  at  any  rate  the  road 
passes  through  it,  and  enables  the  tra- 
veller to  see  something  of  its  remark- 
able defences. 

From  Collonges  to  Bellegarde 
{H6tel  de  la  Paste)  the  road  sweeps 
along  the  wild  gorge  through  which 
the  Khone  pours.  At  Bellegarde  it 
crosses  the  narrow  and  rocky  bed  of 
the    Valserine.      The   traveller  will 
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walk  i^m  the  inn  to  the  Ferte  dn 
Bhone  (f  of  a  mile);  he  will  find 
plenty  of  squalid  guides  to  show  him 
the  spot  where  the  riTer,  which  he  has 
accompanied  from  the  dear  cistern  of 
its  waters  through  the  rough  mountain 
pass,  plunges  at  once  heneath  an  ac- 
cumulation of  broken  rocks  which  have 
fallen  from  above  and  covered  its  bed 
from  side  to  side.  When  the  waters 
are  tolerably  low,  as  in  the  sprine  or 
winter,  the  whole  river  is  absorbed  for 
a  distance  of  120  yards;  but  the  Sar- 
dinian government,  to  facilitate  the 
floatage  of  timber,  &c,  has  blown  up 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  covering 
rocks  and  laid  bare  the  channeL 
The  bed  of  the  Valserine  is  more  pic- 
turesque, and  scarcely  less  curious  than 
the  Ferte.  It  is  also  deeply  cut  in  the 
rock,  but  not  so  deep  as  the  bed  of  the 
Khone,  consequently  has  to  make  a 
leap  to  join  it.  At  the  junction  are 
some  very  picturesque  mills  {Mouim 
de  Mussel),  one  of  which  was  nearly 
annihilated  by  a  falling  rock,  1844. 
It  is  worth  while  to  descend  from  the 
garden  of  the  inn  into  the  worn  chan- 
nel of  this  little  river,  which  is  almost 
dry  in  summer  time,  except  where  a 
runlet  of  its  water  burrows  into  the 
clefts  and  fantastic  bends  of  the  cal- 
careous rock.  The  Malpertuis  (p. 
164)  should  be  seen  if  possible. 

/.  Another  pleasant  excursion  may 
be  made  to  I/Ivoune,  where  the  river 
Versoix  takes  its  rise  in  a  pretty  grotto 
at  the  foot  of  the  Jura;  and  people  go 
to  eat  the  small  delicate  trout  which 
are  taken  in  it.  M.  Faul  Vidart's 
g^eat  hydropathic  establishment  is 
here.  The  view  from  the  terrace  of 
the  Chateau  d'lvoune  is  yery  fine.  The 
best  road  to  go  is  by  Coppet  and 
Celiniy  (where  the  waterfaUs  should 
also  De  visited),  and  to  return  by  Fer- 
ney.  The  distance  from  Geneva  to 
D'lvoune  is  12  m« 

(J.  LesVoirons — a  wooded  chain  of 
mts.  in  Savoy,  E.  of  Geneva.  A  good 
Hotel  at  the  top.  Omnibus  at  5  p.m., 
from  Rue  de  Rive,  No.  3,  to  La  Bergue, 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  in  1^  hr. 
3  hrs*.  walk  or  ride  to  the  top. 


h.  The  Reuillet,  a  point  of  Mt  Jura, 
5643  ft.,  only  11  ft.  lower  than  the 
CrSt  de  la  Neige,  the  highest  point  in 
die  whole  chain.  Drive  to  St.  Genix, 
and  sleep  at  Thoiry.  Next  day  break- 
fiist  at  the  chllet  of  Narderau,  and 
walk  along  the  top  of  the  chain,  de- 
scending to  Gex  in  time  for  omnibus 
to  Geneya.  Take  provisions.  The 
views  are  very  fine. 

Chamouni  and  the  shores  of  Lake  Lemon 
maybe  explored  in  4  days  from  Geneva 
— thus,  1st,  by  early  steamer  to  Lau- 
sanne or  Veyay  — by  2nd  steamer  on 
to  YiUeneuve— in  the  6venin^  by  the 
rly.  to  Martimiy;  ^nd,  by  3ie  Tete 
Noire  or  Col  de  Balme  to  Chamouni 
(Rte.  138);  3rd,  at  Chamouni;  4th, 
back  to  Geneya. 
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GENEVA  TO  VILLENEUVB,  BY  LAUSANNE, 
VEVAY,  AND  CHILLON.  LAKE  OF 
GENEVA. — BA ILWA  Y. 

6J  posts  =  59  Eog.  m. 

Eng.  m. 
Oeneva. 

Coppet 10 

BoUe 12 

Morges      ......      9 

LauMiune 8 

Vevay 11^ 

VIlleneiiTe 9 

Klv.  to  Bassigny  and  Lausanne. 
As  nur  as  Coppet  it  belongs  to  the 
Lyons  and  Geneva  Co.  From  Coppet 
it  belongs  to  the  Western  RI7.  of 
Switzerland.  The  continuation  of 
this  line  from  Lausanne  to  Yilleneuve 
and  Sion  was  opened  for  traffic  in 
1862.  But  for  those  who  are  not  in  a 
violent  hurry  a  far  more  pleasant 
route  is  by 

Steamboat — Steamers  leave  Geneva 
and  Villeneuve,  at  the  two  extre- 
mities of  the  lake,  twice  a  day.  They 
make  the  voyaee  from  one  end  to 
the  other  in  about  5  hours.  The 
steamers  do  not  take  carriages.  They 
stop  to  land  and  receive  passengers  at 
Coppet,  Nyon,  RoUe,  Merges,  Ouchy 
(the  port  of  Lausanne),  3  hrs.,  Vevay 
4  hrs.,  and  Villeneuve  —  all  situated 
on  the  N.  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
described  below.  Another  steamer 
plies  between  Geneva  and  the  towns 
on  the  S.  (Savoy)  side  of  the  lake. 
(Bte.  57.) 

Zake  Lemon,  in  a  Calm, 

**  Clear,  placid  Leman  I  thy  contraited  lake. 
With  the  wild  world  I  dwelt  in,  is  a  tiling 
Which  warni  me,  with  ita  stillness,  to  forsake 
Earth's  troubled  waters  for  a  parer  spring. 
This  qniet  sail  is  as  a  noiseless  wing 
To  waft  me  from  distraction ;  once  I  loyed 
Torn  ocean's  roar,  but  thy  soft  murmuring 
Sounds  sweet  as  if  a  SisfeVs  voice  reproved. 

That  I  with  stem  delights  should  e>r  haye 
been  so  moTed. 


It  is  the  hash  of  night,  and  all  between 
Thy  margin  and  the  mountains,  dusk,  yet 

clear. 
Mellowed  and  mingling,  yet  distinctly  seen. 
Save  darken'd   Jura,  whose   capt   heights 

appesr 
PrecipltottsW  steep;  and  drawing  near. 
There  breathes  a  living  fragrance  from  the 

shore. 
Of  iowexs  yet  fresh  with  childhood ;  on  the 

ear 
Drops  the  light  drip  of  the  suspended  oar. 
Or  chirps  the  grasshopper  onegood*night  carol 


At  internals,  some  bird  from  out  the  brakes 
Starts  into  voice  a  moment,  then  is  still. 
There  seems  a  floating  whisper  on  the  hill, 
But  that  is  Aincv,— for  the  sUrlight  dews 
All  silentlv  their  tears  of  love  instil. 
Weeping  tuemselves  away." 

Lake  Lemony  in  a  Storm, 

"  The  sky  is  changed  I  —  and  such  a  change  I 

Oh  night. 
And  storm,  and  darkness,  ye  are  wondroua 

strong. 
Yet  lovely  in  your  strength,  as  Is  the  light 
Of  a  dark  eye  in  woman  I     Par  along. 
From  peak  to  peak,  the  rattling  crags  smong 
Leaps  the  live  thunder  I    Not  from  one  lone 

cloud. 
But   every  mountain   now  hath   found   a 

tongue. 
And  Jura  answers,  through  her  misty  shroud. 
Back  to  the  joyous  Alps,  who  call  to  her  aloud  I 

Now,  where  the  swift  Rhone  cleaves  his  way 

^  between 
Heights  which  appear  as  lovers  who  have 

parted 
In  hate,  whose  mining  depths  so  intervene 
That  they  can  meet  no  more,  though  broken- 

hearted! 
Though  in  their  souls,  which  thus  each  other 

thwarted, 
Love  wss  the  very  root  of  the  fond  rage 
Which  blighted  their  life's  bloom,  and  then 

departed  : 
Itself  expired,  but  leaving  theni*an  age 
Of  yean  all  winters,— war  within  thennelTea  to 

wsge. 

Now,  where  the  qnick  Rhone  thus  hath  cleft 
his  way,  [stand; 

The  mightiest  of  the  storms  hath  ta  en  his 
For  here,  not  one,  but  many,  make  their 
play,  [hand. 

And  fling  their  thunder-bolts  from  hand  to 
Flashing  and  cast  around :  of  all  the  band, 
The  brightest  through  these  parted  hills  hath 

fork'd 
His  lightnings,— as  if  he  did  understand, 
That  in  such  gaps  ss  (desolation  work'd, 
Tliere  the  hot   shaft  sliould   blast  whatever 
'therein  lurkM. 

And  this  is  in  the  night :— >Mott  gloriooa 

night  I 
Thou  wert  not  sent  for  slumber  f  let  me  be 
A  sharer  in  thy  fierce  and  iar  delight,—* 
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A  portion  of  the  tempest  and  of  thee ! 
How  the  lit  Uke  shines,  a  phosphoric  sea. 
And  thebij;  rain  conies  dancing:  to  the  earth  I 
And  nowaiiain  't  is  black, — and  now,  the  glee 
Uf  the  load  hills  shakes  vith  Its  mountain- 
mirth. 
As  if  dieydid  rejoice  o*er  a  young  earthquake's 
biith. 

Sky,  moantain%  xiTor,  winds,  lake,  light* 

ningsl  ye  I 
With  night,  and  donds,  and  thnnder,  and  a 

aoDl 
To  make  these  felt  and  feelings,  well  may  be 
likings  tlwt  have  made  me  watchful ;  the  fkr 

1^11 
Of  your  departing  yoiees  is  the  knoll 
Of  what  in  me  Is  sleepless,— if  1  rest. 
But  where  of  ye,  oh  tempests!  Is  the  goal  ? 
Are  ye  like  those  within  the  human  breast? 
Of  do  ye  find,  at  length,  like  eagles,  some  high 

nestr  Bynm. 

The  Lake  of  Geneva,  called  by  the 
Romans  Lacus  Lemanus,  has  nearly 
the  shape  of  a  half-moon,  its  horns 
being  turned  towards  the  S.  It  is  the 
largest  lake  in  Switzerland,  being  55 
m.  long,  measured  close  to  its  N.  shore, 
and  about  40  m.  along  its  S.  bank;  it 
is  6  m.  wide  at  the  broadest  part  (be- 
tween Rolle  and  Thonon),  and  its 
greatest  depth  (between  Erian  and 
Ouchv)  is  900  ft.  Its  surface  is  about 
1142  tt.  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  but 
the  height  often  varies  in  the  year 
more  than  50  inches,  being  usually 
lowest  in  thewinter,  between  Jan.  and 
April,  and  highest  in  Aug.  and  part  of 
July  and  Sept.,  owing  to  the  supplies 
then  derived  from  the  melting  snows 
and  glaciers.  Besides  these  periodical 
variations,  the  Lake  is  subject  to  other 
more  arbitrary  changes  of  level,  called 
seiches.  This  phenomenon  consists  of 
a  sudden  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  in 

S articular  parts  of  the  lake,  indepen- 
ently  of  the  agency  of  the  wind  or  of 
any  other  apparent  cause.  It  is  most 
common  in  the  vicinity  of  Geneva. 
During  these  oscillations  the  waters 
sometimes  rise  5  ft,  though  the  usual 
increase  is  not  more  than  2;  it  never 
lasts  longer  than  25  minutes,  but  it  is 
generally  less.  The  cause  of  these 
seiches  has  not  been  explained  with 
certainty,  but  they  are  observed  to 
occur  most  commonly  when  the  clouds 
are  heavy  and  low.  The  lake  never 
freezes  over  entirely,  owing  to  its 
great  depth;  but  in  severe  winters 


the  lower  extremity  is  covered  with 
ice.  The  sand  and  mud  brought 
down  by  the  Rhone  and  deposit«d 
around  its  moufh  have  caused  consi- 
derable encroachments  upon  its  upper 
extremity :  even  within  the  records  of 
history  Torte  Valais  stood  on  its  mar- 
gin, and  its  basin  is  reported  to  have 
originally  extended  upwards  as  far  as 
Bex. 

"Hon  lac  est le premier,"  are  the 
words  in  which  Voltaire  has  vaunted 
the  beauties  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva; 
and  it  must  be  confessed  that,  though 
it  wants  the  gloomy  sublimity  of  the 
Bay  of  Uri  and  the  sunny  sohness  of 
the  Italian  lakes,  with  their  olive  and 
citron  proves,  it  has  high  claims  to 
admiration.  It  also  possesses  great 
variety  of  scenery.  The  vine-covered 
slopes  of  Yaud  contrast  well  with  the 
abrupt,  rocky  precipices  of  Savoy. 
Near  Geneva  the  hills  subside,  admit* 
ting  an  exquisite  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
whose  snowy  summit,  though  60  nu 
distant,  is  onen  reflected  in  its  waters. 

•*  Lake  Leman  wooe  me  with  its  crystal  fkoe, 
The  minor  where  the  stan  and  mountain! 

Tiev 
The  stillness  of  their  aspect  hi  each  trace 
Its  clear  depth  yields  of  their  fki  height  and 

hue." 

At  its  E.  or  upper  extremity  it  extends 
to  the  very  base  of  the  high  Alps, 
which  by  tneir  close  vicinity  ^ve  its 
scenery  a  character  of  Increased  mag- 
nificence. 

The  boats  on  the  lake  are  very  pic- 
turesque, having  lateen  sails  like  the 
craft  of  the  Mediterranean.  It  is 
generally  calm,  but  not  the  dead  calm 
of  the  mountain  lakes  ;  occasionally 
the  bize,  a  cold  E.  wind,  is  very  strong, 
and  causes  considerable  motion  in  the 
steamers  from  Geneva  until  they  get 
beyond  Lausanne.  The  S.W.  wind 
is  described  as  still  stronger.  These 
are  the  only  winds  which  materially 
affect  the  lake. 

Among  the  fish  of  the  lake  tronts 
are  rare;  the  Lotte,  on  which  Bous- 
seau's  Julie  makes  her  last  repast,  is 
described  as  "  une  esp^co  de  barbeau, 
assez  fade,  peu  cher,  et  commun." 

Sly,  to  Lausanne^  6  trains  dally 
in  1^  to  24  hrs. 

I  3 
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The  railway  embankment  has  been 
carried  along  the  edge  of  the  lake, 
thus  in  many  places  marring  its  beauty, 
and  interrupting  the  view,  from  the 
sloping  banks  and  houses  built  on 
them. 

The  first  part  of  the  road  out  of 
Geneva  lies  among  villas  and  pleasure 
grounds  not  unlike  English  country- 
seats.  Few  spots  in  Europe  present  so 
many  admirable  sites  for  a  dwelling 
as  the  shores  of  Lake  Leman  in  fuU 
view  of  Mont  Blanc.  At  S^cheron, 
on  the  lake,  Sir  Robert  Peel  has  a 
villa,  and  at  Pr^gny  is  Baron  Adolph 
Hothschild's  superb  ch&teau.  After 
a  mile  or  two  Mont  Blano  is  hid 
behind  the  intervening  mountains  of 
Voirons,  and  does  not  reappear  until 
near  Nyon. 

The  parish  of  Versoir,  through 
which  the  road  passes,  formerly  be- 
longed to  France.  The  Duke  de 
Choiseul,  minister  of  Louis  XV.,  irri- 
tated with  some  proceedings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Geneva,  proposed  to 
raise  a  rival  city  at  Versoix  which 
should  deprive  Geneva  of  its  trade. 
A  pier  was  projected  into  the  lake  to 
form  a  port,  a  grand  Place  was  laid 
down,  streets  running  at  right  angles 
were  marked  out;  but  beyond  this  the 
plan  was  never  carried  into  execution. 
Hence  the  verses  of  Voltaire  : — 

**  A  Vensoix  nous  avona  des  rae«, 
Mais  noua  n'avons  pas  de  maisons.** 

A  little  beyond  Versoix  (now  an  in- 
considerable village)  we  pass  out  of  the 
canton  of  Geneva  into  that  of  Vaud. 

Coppet — {Inn:  Ange) — a  small  vil- 
lage of  600  Inhab.,  only  remarkable 
for  the  Chateau,  immemately  behind 
it,  but  so  placeid  as  to  command  no 
view  of  the  lake.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Madame  de  Stael  Vernet 
It  is  a  plain  edifice,  forming  three 
sides  of  a  square,  the  front  towards 
the  lake  being  flanked  with  a  tower 
at  each  end.  It  was  the  residence  of 
Madame  de  Stael  the  author,  as  well 
as  of  her  father,  the  French  minister 
Necker.  There  are  portraits  of  her 
by  Daridf  of  her  parents  M.  and  Ma- 
dame Necker,  and  a  marble  bust  of 
M.  Rocca,  Madame  de  Stael's  second 


husband.  One  room  is  pointed  out  as 
the  study  in  which  the  authoress  of 
Corinne  composed  many  of  her  works. 
Her  inkstand  and  desk  are  still  pre- 
served. The  grounds  are  traversed 
by  shady  walks;  and  a  clump  of  trees 
surrounded  by  a  wall,  in  a  field  a  little 
to  the  W.  of  the  house,  shrouds  from 
view  a  sort  of  chapel  in  which  Necker 
and  his  daughter  are  buried. 

Nt/on  (^fnn:  Couronne  ;  not  good), 
a  town  of  2682  Inhab.,  stands  on  a 
height  ;  but  its  suburbs,  through 
which  the  high  road  runs,  extend 
down  to  the  lake.  It  was  the  Roman 
Novidunum.  From  the  Terrasse  den 
Marroniers  near  the  fine  old  chateau 
once  the  seat  of  the  Bailli  de  Nyon, 
there  is  a  yery  fine  view. 

[An  excellent  carriage-road  ascends 
the  Jura  from  this  in  zigzags  to  St. 
Cergues,from  which  the  Ddle,thc  high- 
est summit  of  this  part  of  the  chain  of 
the  Jura,  can  be  most  easily  ascended. 
Mules  and  guides  can  be  procured  at 
the  small  Inn  of  St.  Cergues,  which 
affords  tolerable  accommodation  for 
a  night.  The  ascent  requires  about 
3  hours;  but  it  is  neither  fatiguing 
nor  dangerous.  "Perhaps  there  is 
no  mountain  in  Switzerland  which 
better  repays  the  traveller  for  his 
fatigue,  and  no  view  more  wonder- 
fully extensive  and  admirably  di- 
versified than  that  which  it  com- 
mands."] 

lioUe,  (rnns:  Couronne;  Tete  Noire.) 
The  hills  around  this  village  are  co- 
vered with  vinej'ards,  producing  a  to- 
lerable wine.  One  of  the  best  "V^udois 
wines  is  grown  on  the  slope  between 
Rolle  and  Aubonne,  called  La  Cote. 

On  the  opposite  shore  of  the  lake  is 
discerned  the  Gulf  of  Thonon,  and 
the  snowy  head  of  Mont  Blanc  peer- 
ing over  the  mountains  of  the  Chaflais, 
is  visible  all  the  way  from  Morges  to 
Geneva.  A  little  further  on  the  rocks 
of  Meillerie  and  the  entrance  of  the 
Valais  appear. 

[A  few  miles  above  Rolle  is  Au- 
bonne— fans:  Couronne;  Liond'Or)— 
an  ancient  town  of  1667  Inhab.,  with 
an  Eastern-looking  CastU,  Byron 
says  of  it — "The  entrance  and  bridge 
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something  like  that  of  Durham  :  it 
commands  by  far  the  fairest  view  of 
the  lake  of  Genera  (and  of  Mont 
Blanc  behind  it)  ;  a  grove  on  the 
height  of  very  noble  trees.  Here  Ta- 
vernier,  the  Eastern  traveller,  bought 
(or  built)  the  chateau,  because  the 
site  resembled  and  eijualled  that  of 
Erivan,  a  frontier  city  of  Persia. 
Here  he  finished  his  voyages."  The 
Chttrch  contains  the  monument  of  the 
brave  French  Admiral  Duquesne,  the 
conqueror  of  De  Buyter — the  chas* 
tiser  of  the  Turkish  and  Algerine  cor- 
sairs, whose  services  Louis  XIV.  re- 
fused to  recompense,  and  whose  body- 
that  monarch  for  a  long  time  denied 
to  his  son, — exiled  to  Aubonne  by  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  be- 
cause Duquesne  was  a  Protestant,  and 
refused  to  adopt  the  king's  religion. 
Aubonne  is  less  than  3  m.  distant  m>m 
the  lake.  On  the  hills  sloping  down 
towards  the  lake  called  La  Cdte,  be- 
tween Aubonne  and  Nyon,  grows  the 
best  Swiss  wine,  called  le  Moulart. 

The  Signal  de  Bmgy — above  Au- 
bonne, 2730  ft.  above  the  sea-level—is 
a  celebrated  point  of  view.] 

Aforges  Stat  (/rm;  Ia  Couronne.) 
Close  to  the  small  port  of  this  little 
town,  of  2800  Inhab.  rises  the  pictur- 
esque Castle  of  WufflenSf  distiuguished 
by  its  tall  white  square  donjon  and 
group  of  minor  turrets,  built  of  brick, 
with  deep  machicolations,  probably  in 
the  13th  cent  It  is  said  to  have  been 
founded  by  Queen  I]iertha  in  the  10th 
cent.  The  carriage-road  continues 
near  the  shore  of  the  laJte.  The  rly. 
turns  inland  to 

Bussigny  Junct.  Stat.  Here  the  rly. 
from  Yverdun  (Rte.  49)  and  Berne 
joins.  Most  of  the  trains  from  Greneva 
to  Yverdun  go  on  to  Lausanne,  and 
then  back  again  to  Bussigny. 

The  distant  view  of  Lausanne, 
seated  on  sloping  hills  and  sur- 
mounted by  its  cathedral  and  oastle, 
is  pleasing.  Between  it  and  the  lake, 
at  the  distance  of  j-  m.,  stands  the 
suburb  or  village  of  Ofichy,  which 
may  be  termed  the  port  of  Lausanne. 
(Inns :  A  very  lai^ge  house,  the  Hdtel 
de  Beaurivagei  jm&r  the  management 


of  Mr.  Alex.  Rufbnacht,  formerly 
landlord  of  the  H.  des  Bergues  at 
Geneva ; — Ancre ;  — Hotel  and  Pension 
Bachoffiaer,  ^;ood;  both  houses  kept 
by  an  Enghsh  landlady.  Families 
may  live  here  en  pension  at  the  rate 
of  30  or  40  fr.  a  week  each  person.) 
Lord  Byron  wrote  the  'Prisoner  of 
Chillon '  in  the  Ancre  inn,  in  the  short 
space  of  two  days,  during  which  he  was 
aetained  here  by  bad  weather,  June^ 
1816  :  **  thus  adding  one  more  death- 
less association  to  the  already  immor- 
talised localities  of  the  lake."  Om- 
nibuses run  between  Ouchy  and 
Lausanne  in  connexion  with  the 
steamers — hxe  ^  fr.,  or  1  fr.  with 
luggage. 

Lausanne  Stat, 

LAUSAinns.  (Tnns:  Faucon,  very 
good;  Hotel  Gibbon,  finer  position, 
good  and  clean,  but  bustling;  Hotel 
Richemont,  near  the  rly.  stat,  a  Pen- 
sion; Bellevue,  quiet,  reasonable,  and 
finely  situated;  iLduNord:  ail  these 
are  hrst-class  hotels.  2nd  Class  Inns : 
Raisin,  Trois  Suisses.  Hotel  du 
Grand  Pont,  in  the  town,  commercial.) 

Lausanne,  capital  of  the  canton 
Vaud,  contains  20,515  Inhab.  (670 
Roman  Cath.).  The  Pays  de  Vaud 
(Germ.  Waadtland)  was  originally 
subject  to  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  but, 
having  been  conquered  by  the  Bernese, 
remained  tributary  to  that  republic  for 
2^oentys.,  until  1798,  when  it  acquired 
its  independence,  which,  however,  it 
retained  in  1814  only  by  the  payment 
of  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  then 
became  a  member  of  the  Swiss  Con- 
federation. The  constitution  was  ren- 
dered more  democratic  by  changes  in 
1830  and  1845  ;  and  it  is  now  one  of 
the  cantons  the  most  imbued  with  the 
revolutionary  opinions  common  on  the 
continent.  The  language  spoken  is 
French.  200,000  Inhab. ;  192,000  Prot. 
The  town,  with  its  high  roofs,  castle, 
and  cathedral,  is  itself  picturesque, 
and  is  most  pioturesauely  situated 
on  the  lower  slope  of  the  Mont  Jorat, 
which  sinks  gradually  down  to  the 
lake,  in^rsected  by  several  ravines, 
giving  it  the  form  of  distinct  emin- 
ences.  From  this  cause  the  old  streets 
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ranging  orer  broken  ground  are  a 
series  of  ups  and  downs:  many  are 
very  steep.  A  causeway  and  viaduct, 
called  from  its  builder  Pont  Pichard^ 
or  Grand  Pont^  have  been  made  to 
span  the  valley  from  the  front  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon,  and  a  winding  road, 
carried  on  a  level  along  its  K  bank, 
renders  the  centre  of  the  town  and 
cathedral  much  more  accessible  than 
formerly. 

The  Castle  and  Cathedral  are  on 
an  eminence  in  the  old  walled  town, 
which  is  still  called  the  Cit4.  Start- 
ing from  H.  Gibbon,  and  keeping  to 
the  rL  for  a  short  distance,  an^  of  the 
streets  up  the  hill  to  the  1.  will  lead 
to 

The  Cathedral  (at  the  foot  of  the 
ilight  of  steps  leading  to  it  from  the 
market-place  ask  for  the  keys  of  the 
door,  kept  at  the  sexton's  house.  No.  7), 
a  very  extensive  building,  and  in- 
ternally' one  of  the  finest  in  Swit- 
zerland, **  was  founded  A.D.  1000,  and 
traces  of  the  original  edifice  may  be 
noticed,  but  the  actual  building  isktes 
from  1275.  The  interior  is  singular 
in  its  construction,  and  very  beau- 
tiful, though  much  altered  by  modem 
arrangements.    On  entering  the  nave, 

2  wide  arches  are  seen  on  the  right 
and  on  the  left ;  and  these  are  suc- 
ceeded, on  each  side,  by  6  narrower 
arches.  They  are  thus  described  by 
Mr.  Willis : — *Each  alternate  pier  con- 
sists of  12  parts,  or  shafts — namely, 

3  on  each  mce  for  the  vaulting  of  the 
nave  and  side  aisles  respectively,  and 
3  for  the  pier  arches,  ^ut  of  tne  in- 
terposed ones,  the  first  has  coupled 
columns  for  the  pier  arch,  and  a  lateral 
sub-shaft  for  its  sub-arch ;  the  nest 
has  a  single  round  shaft  for  the  pier 
arch,  and  a  stout  detached  shaft  in 
front  of  it,  which,  running  up  to  the 
roof,  carries  3  vaidting  ribs  in  a  group 
upon  a  round  abacus ;  the  nest,  with 
a  similar  arrangement  for  the  pier 
arch,  has  a  slender  shaft  in  front,  sup- 
porting the  simple  rib  of  a  six-partito 
vault,  of  which  this  is  the  only  com- 
partment, the  rest  of  the  nave  having 
quadri-partite  vaults.' — The  circular 
apse,  at  the  eastern  end,  is  singular 


and  complete,  both  as  a  continuation 
of  the  nave  and  of  the  aisles.  The 
Triforium  Gallery  is  carried  oonti- 
nuously  along  the  nave,  the  transept, 
and  the  apse  ;  above  it  is  a  second 
gallery,  equally  complete,  but  it  is 
arranged  in  compartments  of  triple 
arches,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it 
to  conform  to  the  openings  of  the 
windows.  Within  the  central  tower, 
but  at  a  higher  level,  are  2  similar 
galleries,  equally  complete. 

The  transepts  are  quite  different. 
One  of  them  contains  a  fine  rose 
window.  The  central  tower  was 
struck  by  lightning  in  1825,  and 
the  spire  and  part  of  the  stalls  in 
the  choir  were  burnt.  The  whole  of 
the  stalls  were  thereupon  removed  to 
Chillon  Castle,  the  jub^  taken  away, 
and  the  church  repaired  and  coloured 
internally  with  wash,  which  gives  it 
a  tame  and  monotonous  appearance. 

Among  the  monuments  within  the 
church  are  a  mailed  effigy  of  Otho  of 
Granson ; — the  tomb  of  Victor  Ame- 
deus  VIIL  (Voltaire's  "Bizarre 
Amedee  "),  who  was  Duke  of  Savoy, 
Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  Pope  under 
the  title  of  Felix  V.,  but  resigned 
in  succession  all  these  dignities,  pre- 
ferring to  end  his  days  as  a  monk 
in  the  convent  of  Ripaille,  on  the  op- 
posite shore  of  the  lake:  it  is  much 
mutilated;  of  Bp.  W.  de  Menthonex; 
— of  Harriet  Stratford  Canning,  by 
Bartolini; — of  the  mother  of  the  Prus- 
sian Minister  von  Stein.  Most  of  these 
monuments  were  foolishly  removed 
from  their  proper  places  in  1828. 

There  is  a'^eautifiil  view  from  the 
terrace  at  the  W.  end  of  the  Cathedral, 
partially  obstructed  by  the  present 
prison,  formerly  the  Archbishop's 
palace. 

Ascending  again  to  the  N.  of  the 
Cathedral,  we  reach  the  Chateauj  or 
Castle^  a  picturesque,  massive  square 
tower  with  4  turrets  at  the  angles. 
It  was  originally  the  residence  of  the 
Bishops  of  Lausanne,  but  is  now  con- 
verted into  public  offices,  and  entirely 
modernised  internally.  Two  rooms, 
however,  have  been  restored — ^not  in 
the  best  taste — and  are  shown. 
Passing  out  under  the  old  archway 
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of  th«  Chftteau  to  the  N.,  you  may 
either  aseend  to  the  Signalt  which  lies 
straight  before  you,  or  turn  to  the  rt., 
and  walk  idong  the  road  at  the  side 
of  the  ravine  of  the  F/on — a  walk 
which  shows  the  picturesque  buildings 
of  Lausanne  to  advantase — and  so 
return  to  the  town.  The  large  hand- 
some building  on  the  S.  of  the  Cite 
is  the  HospitaL 

In  the  College,  founded  1587,  not 
far  from  the  Cathedral,  is  a  Cantonal 
Mttseam,  in  which  are  some  objects  of 
interest, — such  as  a  collection  of 
minerals  from  Bex  and  a  model  of  the 
salt-mines  there.  It  is  not  deficient  in 
the  otJier  branches  of  natural  history. 
A  specimen  of  the  silurus  glanis,  one 
of  the  largest  fresh-water  fishes,  came 
from  the  hike  of  Morat.  Many  cmii- 
quitiea  discovered  within  the  canton, 
at  Aventicum,  and  Celtic  remains 
from  the  Swiss  Lakes  and  the  borders 
of  the  Lake  Leman,  also  some  relics  of 
Napoleon,  his  Waterloo  saddle,  fowl- 
ing-piece, &0.,  are  preserved  here. 

There  is  also  a  Picture  Gallery 
(Mtts^  Ai'ktud)  opposite  the  Com 
Exchange,  containing  modem  and 
ancient  paintings. 

The  Blind  Asylum,  founded  by  the 
late  Mr.  Haldimann,  an  £nglish- 
inan  of  Swiss  descent^  is  admirably 
managed  by  Mr.  HirzeL 

The  house  of  Gibbon,  in  which  he 
completed  the  History  of  Rome,  was 
in  tne  lower  part  of  the  town,  behind 
the  church  oi  St.  Francis,  and  on  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  down  to 
Ouchy.  Both  it  and  the  garden  have 
been  entirely  changed.  The  wall  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon  occupies  the  site  of 
his  summer-house,  and  the  berceau 
walk  has  been  destroyed  to  make 
room  for  the  garden  of  the  hotel,  bot 
the  terrace  overlooking  the  lake,  a 
lime  and  a  few  acacias,  remain. 

"•  It  was  on  the  day,  or  rather  the 
night,  of  the  27th  of  June,  1787,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  11  and  12,  that  I 
wrote  the  last  line  of  the  last  page 
in  a  summer-house  in  my  garden. 
After  laying  down  my  pen  I  took 
Bereral  turns  in  a  beroeau,  or  covered 


walk  of  acacias,  which  commands  a 
prospect  of  the  country,  the  lake,  and 
the  mountains.  The  air  was  tem- 
perate, the  sky  was  serene,  the  silver 
orb  of  the  moon  was  reflected  from 
the  waves,  and  all  nature  was  silent." 
GibbovCe  Life, 

The  English  Church  service  is  per- 
formed in  an  English  chapel  built 
in  his  grounds,  on  uie  road  to  Ouchy, 
by  the  late  Mr.  Haldimann. 

The  Post  and  Telegraph  office  is  in 
the  Place  ^U  Francois,  near  H.  Gibbon. 
Hignou  and  Co.,  7,  Rue  de  Bourg, 
have  an  excellent  Beading-room  well 
supplied  with  English  papers,  and  a 
circulating  library. 

Hailvoays  to  Yverdun  (Rte.49),  Ge- 
neva, and  Basle  ;  to  Freyburg  and 
Beme.  The  Stat  is  below  the  town,' 
on  the  road  to  Ouchy. 

Steamboats  touch  at  Ouchj,  the 
port  of  Lausanne,  on  their  way  to 
either  extremity  of  the  lake. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Lausanne  is 
famous  for  the  number  and  beauty 
of  the  walks  which  it  presents.  Here, 
and  throughout  the  wine-growing  dis- 
tricts boraeriug  the  lake,  strangers 
must  beware  of  the  alleys  and  narrow 
walks  between  walls  or  high  hedges, 
which  abound  in  every  direction.  Ap- 
pearing to  lead  up  a  hill,  or  to  some 
favourable  point  of  view,  they  are  con- 
stantly closed  at  the  end  by  a  gate, 
with  a  notice  against  trespassers.  The 
law  is  severely  enforced  against  any 
one  entering  a  vineyard  without  the 
owner's  permission.  Partial  and  pleas- 
ing glimpses  of  the  lake  are  obtained 
from  the  terraces  within  the  town,  and 
fh>m  the  fine  boulevard  of  Monthenon, 
just  outside  the  walls,  on  the  old  road 
to  Geneva  ;  but  far  more  extensive 
and  beautiful  prospects  are  presented 
from  the  heights  above  the  town.  The 
best  spot  for  an  extensive  survey  is 
the  elevated  platform  called  the  Signal, 
accessible  to  carria^s.  It  lies  nearly 
N.  of  the  town,  directly  behind  the 
Chateau.  Near  it  is  the  extensive 
forest  of  Sauvabellin  (Silva  Belini), 
in  which  it  is  said  the  Druids 
once  worshipped  the  god   Bel,  and 
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thence  its  name.  There  are  a  g^eat 
number  of  country-seats  in  the  vi- 
cinity ;  that  of  Vemant  is  highly 
praised  ;  its  grounds  have  the  charac- 
ter of  an  English  park,  with  the  Alps 
and  the  lake  in  addition.  Mont 
Blanc  is  not  visible  from  the  Si^al, 
but  may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
Jorat,  on  the  road  to  Berne. 

About  2  m.  out  of  Lausanne,  beyond 
the  Calvaire,  on  the  Berne  road,  is 
the  Cemetery  of  Pierre  de  Plain,  John 
Philip  Kembhf  the  tragedian,  is  bu- 
ried within  it.  His  tomb  is  a  plain 
flat  slab,  one  of  9  or  10  in  .a  row,  all 
English  craves.  The  house  where  he 
died  is  called  Beau  Site  ;  the  planta- 
tions were  all  laid  out  by  himself. 

A  Celtic  burial-ground  has  been 
discovered  at  Bel  Air,  near  Cheseaax, 
6  m.  N.  W.  of  Lausanne. 


The  Rly.  to  Vevay  runs  along  the 
slope  of  the  Jorat,  here  covered  with 
\-ineyards  (Lavaux),  industriously  ter- 
raced high  up  the  hills  extending 
to  Vevay.  The  road  continues  in 
view  of  the  lake,  and  is  improved 
by  levelling  and  widening,  though  at 
times  narrow,  and  partly  enclosed 
between  the  walls  of  vineyards,  ren- 
dering it  vei^  hot  in  summer,  being 
unsheltered  by  trees.  Near  Vevay, 
the  gorge  of  the  Bhone  appears  m 
sight,  overlooked  by  the  snowy  peaks 
oi  the  Dent  de  Midi. 

At  Fully  an  inferior  sort  of  coal, 
abounding  in  sulphur,  is  dug  from  a 
mine  in  the  hill-side. 

Vetay  Stat.  (Germ.  Vivis)  Inns: 
Trois  Couronnes  (or  H.  Monnet), 
close  to  the  lake:  one  of  the  best  Inns 
in  Switsserland,  comfortable  and  clean : 
a  very  large  house;  reading 'room 
well  supplied  vnth  papers:  charges 
not  out  of  proportion  with  the  comfort, 
but  the  traveller  will  frequently  find 
it  full,  and  the  other  hotels  are  far 
inferior.  From  Oct  15  to  May  1  you 
may  live  here  moderately  en  pension, 
H.  du  Lac  Leman,  small,  clean,  and 
comfortable :  view  over  lake.  Lodging 
3  fr.  50  c. ;   dinner  3  fro. ;  breakfast 


1  to  2  frs. ;  servants  50  c.  The  Chateau 
de  Vevay  is  a  respectable  boarding- 
house.  Trois  Rois.  Above  the  town, 
in  the  village  of  Chardonnes,  is  a  grood 
and  reasonable  pension,  H.  Bellevae. 

Vevay,  the  Roman  Vibiscum,  is 
the  second  town  in  canton  Vaud, 
and  has  6600  Inhab.  It  is  prin- 
cipally distinguished  for  the  ex- 
ceeding beauty  of  its  situation,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  of  the  Veveyse, 
on  the  margin  of  the  Lake  Leman,  at 
a  point  where  the  scenery  of  its  banks 
is  perhaps  most  beautiful  The  writ- 
ings of  Rousseau  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  its  celebrity  in  this 
respect. 

From  the  little  terrace  at  the  end 
of  the  market-place,  or  fh)m  tiie  roof 
of  the  Trois  Couronnes,  or,  better 
still,  from  the  villa  caUed  HauteviUe, 
about  2  m.  above  Vevay,  the  eye  sur- 
veys on  the  E.  the  village  of  Caarens, 
Montreux,  Chillon;  beyond  it  Ville- 
neuve  and  the  gorge  of  the  Rhone, 
backed  by  the  gigantic  Alps  of  the 
Valais,  the  Dent  de  Midi,  and  Pain 
de  Sucre  (neighbours  of  the  Great 
St.  Bernard);  while  on  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  lake  rise  the  rocks  of 
Meillerie,  surmounted  by  the  peaks 
of  the  Dent  d'Oche,  and  the  village 
of  St  Gingough,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  The  walks  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  are  somewhat 
dull,  as  the  whole  country  consists  of 
vineyards,  surrounded  by  stone  walls. 

In  the  CK  of  8L  Martin,  a  little 
above  the  town,  situated  amidst  trees 
and  vineyards,  and  used  only  in  sum- 
mer (date  1438),  Ludlow  the  regicide 
is  buried,  as  we^  as  Broughton,  who 
read  the  sentence  of  death  to  Charles  L 
They  died  here  in  exile,  a  price  hav- 
ing Deen  set  upon  their  heads;  and 
repeated  applications  were  made  to 
the  canton  of  Berne  to  deliver  them 
up,  which  the  government  very  pro- 
perly refused  to  accede  to.  Ludlotc*s 
house  still  exists  on  the  road  to  La 
Tour  de  Peila ;  he'|>laced  over  his  door- 
way this  inscription — **  Oinne  solum 
forti  patria."  The  tablet  is  removed 
to  England,  and  his  house  is  now  the 
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Fbnsion  Belessert  Most  of  the  houses 
have  had  new  fronts  added  towards 
the  lake.  Pleasant  walks  and  views 
from  the  wardens  of  Mr.  Convreci : 
the  Park  (S  HautecUle  IJ  m.  N.E. 

The  English  Ch,  service  is  performed 
on  Sundays  in  St.  Clair  at  11  and 
3-30. 

Physician.  —  Dr.  Ilenri  Curchod, 
speaks  English. 

C.  Prost,  watch  and  chronometer 
maker  and  bijoutier,  is  in  good  repute 
here. 

Many  excursions  may  be  made  from 
Vevay  by  land  or  water.  Boats  at 
1  fr.  the  hour.  Chillon  is  a  morning 
drive  (the  route  may  be  varied  by 
taking  the  upper  road). 

Omnibus  from  Vevay  to  Chexbres 
Stat,  to  meet  the  trains  from  Berne 
and  Freybiirg.    Ascent  in  IJ  hr. 

The  railroad  from  Vevay  to  Frey- 
burg  by  Bulle  is  described  Kte.  45. 

Tne  icines  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vevay,  especially  of  the  sunny  dis- 
trict extending  hence  to  Lausanne, 
and  called  Lavaux,  enjoy  a  consider- 
able reputation  for  Swiss  wines.  The 
Romans  are  believed  to  have  first 
planted  the  vine  on  these  hills;  and 
the  discovery  of  a  stone  inscribed 
••  Libero  Patri  Colliensi"  proves  that 
they  had  erected  a  temple  to  Father 
Bacchus  at  CoUium,  a  little  village 
now  called  CuUy,  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  between  Vevay  and  Lausanne. 

A  society  or  guild  of  high  antiquity, 
called  VAbhaye  des  VigneronSf  exists  at 
Vevay  to  promote  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine;  and  for  this  purpose  it  de- 
spatches every  spring  and  autumn 
•*  experts,"  qualified  persons,  to  sur- 
vey all  the  vineyards  of  the  district, 
and  upon  their  report  and  testimony 
it  rewards  the  most  skilful  and  indus- 
trious vinedressers  with  medals  and 
pruning-hooks  (serpes  d'honneur)  as 
prizes. 

In  accordance  with  a  custom  handed 
down  from  very  ancient  times,  which 
is  possibly  a  relic  of  pagan  super- 
stition, this  society  celebrates  once  in 
15  or  20  years  a  festival  called  la  Fete 
des  Vignerons.  As  many  as  700  persons 
took  part  in  the  last  restival,  and  one 


of  the  ballet-masters  of  the  French 
opera  was  employed  to  drill  and  in- 
struct the  rustics  in  dancing.  The 
last  anniversaries  were  in  1833,  1851, 
and  18G5,  and  multitudes  of  spectators 
fiocked  from  all  parts  to  witness  them. 

The  beautiful  Pass  from  Vevay 
over  the  Dent  de  Jaman,  and  the 
road  thence  to  Thun,  in  Kte.  42. 

A  pleasant  shady  path  or  char- 
road,  interrupted  at  times  by  the 
Rlwy.,  on  the  slope  of  the  hiUs,  above 
the  dusty  highway,  leads  in  6^  m.  to 
Montreux  and  ChiUon. 

About  2  miles  o^  on  a  swelling 
eminence  overlooking  the  lake,  stands 
the  ancient  Castle  of  Blonay,  which  has 
belonged  to  the  same  family  for  700 
years.  Farther  on,  above  Clarens,  is 
Chatelardf  another  castle. 

About  a  mile  out  of  Vevay  the  ham- 
let of  La  Tour  de  Peilz,  with  a  castle 
built  at  the  water-side  in  the  13th 
century,  is  passed.     3  m.  farther  lies 

Clarens,  so  sentimentally  described 
by  Rousseau  in  the  Nouvelle  HeloisCi 
It  commands  certainly  one  of  the 
finest  views  over  the  lake— the  moun- 
tains of  the  Rhone  valley  and  of  the 
opposite  shore,  but  in  itself  is  a  poor 
village,  iar  less  attractive  than  many 
of  its  neighbours,  and  it  probably 
owes  its  celebrity  to  a  well-sounding 
name,  which  fitted  it  for  the  pages  of 
a  romance.  Rousseau's  admirers  have 
puzzled  themselves  with  endeavouring 
to  identify  the  localities,  though  he 
has  himself  stated  that  they  are  *'gros- 
si^rement  alteres."  The  spot  on  which 
the  beautiful  **  bosquet  de  Julie"  is 
sought  for  is  now  a  potato-field. 
Byron  says  that  the  trees  were  cut 
down  by  the  monks  of  St.  Bernard, 
and  lavishes  some  unworthy  and  un- 
deserved abuse  upon  those  hospitable 
ecclesiastics;  butne  has  forgotten  to 
ask  whether  the  bosquet  really  ever 
had  any  existence  except  in  Rous- 
seau's miaginatioa.  Byron,  indeed, 
viewed  the  spot  with  a  poet's  eye, 
and  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  sur- 
rounding scenery,  which  has  been 
accurately  described  by  Rousseau, 
called  up  all  the  poet's  enthusiasm 
and  inspiration. 
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*'  ClarenRl  sweet  Clarena,  birthplace  of  deep 

Love  I 
Thine  air  is  the  young  breath  of  passionate 

thonght : 
Thy  trees  take  root  !n  Love ;  the  snows  above 
The  very  glaciera  have  his  roloars  caught. 
And  sunset  into  rose>hues  8«es  them  wrought 
By  rays  which  sleep  there  lovingly :  the  rocks, 
The  permanent  crags,  tell  here  of  Love,  who 

sought 
In  them  a  refuge  from  the  worldly  shocks 
Which  stir  and  sting  the  soul  with  hope  that 

woos,  then  mocks. 

*<  Clarens  I    by  heavenly  feet   thy  paths  are 

trod— 
Undving  Lovers,  who  here  ascends  a  throne 
To  \v>iich  the  steps  are  mountains ;  where  the 

god 
Is  a  pervading  life  snd  liffht,— so  shown 
Not  on  those  summits  solely,  nor  alone 
In  the  still  cave  and  forest ;  o'er  the  flower 
His  eye  is  sparkling,  and  his  breath  hath 

blown. 
His  soft  and  summer-breath,  whose  tender 

power 
Passes  the  strength  of  storms  in  their  most 

desolate  hour. 

**  All  things  are  hereof  Aim;  from  the  black 

pines. 
Which  are  his  shade  on  high,  and  the  loud 

roar 
Of  torrents,  where  he  listeneth,  to  the  vines 
Which  slope  his  green  path  downward  to  the 

shore. 
Where  the  bow'd  waters  meet  him,  and  adore, 
Kissing  his  feet  with  murmurs ;  and  the  wood, 
Tlie  covert  of  old  trees,  with  trunks  all  hoar. 
But  light  leaves,  young  as  Joy,  stands  where  it 

stood, 
OSTering  to  him  and  his  a  populous  solitude — 

**  A  populous  solitude  of  bees  and  birds, 
And  fairy-form'd  and  many-colour'd  things. 
Who  worship  him  with  notes  more  sweet  than 

words. 
And  innocently  open  their  glad  wings. 
Fearless  snd  full  of  life :  the  gush  of  springs, 
And  fall  of  lofty  fountains,  and  the  bend 
Of  stirring  branches,  and   the  bud  which 

brings 
Tlie  swiftest  thought  of  beauty,  here  extend. 
Mingling,  and  made  by  Love,  unto  one  mighty 
end. 

**  T  WHS  not  for  fiction  chose  Roassean  this  spot, 
Peopling  it  with  affections ;  but  he  found 
It  was  the  scene  which  passion  must  allot 
To  the  mind's  purified  beings ;  t  was  the 

ground 
Where  early  Love  his  Psyche's  nme  unbound, 
And  hallow'd  it  with  loveliness :  't  is  lone. 
And  wonderful,  and  deep,  and  hath  a  sound, 
And  sense,  and  sight  of  sweetness ;  here  the 
Rhone 
Hath  spread  himself  a  conch,  the  Alps  bare 
rear'd  a  throne." 

In   the    ch^ard  of  Clarens  (fine 
views)  is  buried  Yinet   the  divine 


(d.  1847).  In  the  same  place  is  a 
monument  by  the  sculptor  Imhof. 

The  swelling  hills  and  vine-clad 
slopes,  which  form  the  banks  of  the 
lake  nearly  all  the  way  from  Geneva, 
here  give  place  to  beetling  crags  and 
woody  precipices  rising  abruptly  from 
the  water's  edge.  The  roaa  sweeps 
in  curves  round  the  retired  bays  at 
their  feet 

Vemex,  H.  du  Cygne,  good:  pen- 
sion, 4.  fr. 

Montreux,  H.  de  Montreux.  £ng^ 
lish  service  on  Sundays  at  the  parish 
church. 

This  village,  seated  on  an  eminence 
(1.)  above  &e  road,  with  its  church 
spire  a  little  apart  from  its  houses,  is 
much  prettier  in  itself  and  in  its  situa* 
tion  than  Clarens.  It  abounds  in  Penr 
sums  long  established,  and  much  fre- 
Quented  by  foreigners.  The  best  of 
these  is  the  Pension  Yaultier,  in  the 
village  of  Montreux,  very  well  kept; 
another  which  is  well  recommenaed 
is  the  H6tel  des  Alpes,  at  the  hamlet 
of  Territet.  At  Veytaux,  an  increas- 
ing place,  is  also  the  H.  des  Alpes,  a 
large  edifice.  The  usual  charge  at 
these  pensions  is  5  f r.  a  day;  in  some 
even  less. 

^  It  is  celebrated  as  the  most  shel- 
tered spot  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  the  remarkable  salu- 
brity of  its  climate  renders  it  desirable 
winter-quarters  for  invalids  who  can- 
not cross  the  Alps.  The  statistical 
researches  of  Sir  F.  d'lvemois  have 
shown  that  Montreux  is  the  place  in 
the  world  where  there  is  the  smallest 
proportion  of  deaths  and  of  imprudent 
marriages.** — R. 

At  QUon,  at  a  considerable  height 
directly  above  Montreux,  in  a  bracing 
situation  for  invalids,  two  hotels  and 
pensions  have  been  established.  The 
largest  and  best  situated  of  these 
is  called  the  Rigi  Yaudois.  H.  du 
Midi  (Reuteler),  good  ;  charge  6  frs, 
a  day,  and  ^  fr.  for  service. 

A  good  pension,  with  a  fine  view, 
is  kept  by  E.  Dufour-Delarottaz,  at 
Bren,  an  hour's  walk  above  Mon- 
treux. 

About  1}  m.  from  Montreux  stands 
the  picturesque  and  renowned  Castle  of 
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ChUUm  (Hotel  and  Pension  Bonnivard 
is  well  spoken  of)f  on  an  isolated  rook 
nearly  surronnded  by  deep  water,  but 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  shore  and 
of  the  road,  with  which  it  commonicates 
by  a  wooden  bridge.  It  was  built  in 
1238  by  Amedeus  IV.  of  Sayoy,  and 
was  long  used  as  a  state  prison,  where, 
among  other  victims,  many  of  the 
early  reformers  were  immured.  When 
Byron,  in  the  *  Prisoner  of  Chillon,'  de- 
scribed the  sufferings  of  an  imaginary 
captive,  he  was  not  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  the  real  prisoner,  Bon- 
nivard,  prior  of  St.  Victor,  who,  having 
rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  by  his  exertions  to 
flree  the  Qenevese  from  the  Savoyard 
yoke,  was  seized  by  the  Duke's  emis- 
saries, and  secretly  carried  off  to  this 
castle.  For  6  long  years  he  was 
buried  in  its  deepest  dungeon,  on  a 
level  with  the  snrfitce  of  the  lake. 
The  rinff  by  which  he  was  attached 
to  one  of  the  pillars  still  remains,  and 
the  stone  floor  at  its  base  is  worn  by 
his  constant  pacing  to  and  fro.  Byron 
afterwards  wrote  the  sonnet  on  Bon- 
nivard,  from  which  the  following  lines 
are  taken: — 
•  Chillon  I  thy  priwn  is  «  holy  place. 

And  thy  aad  0oor  an  altair ;  for 't  wu  trod 

Until  his  very  steps  have  left  a  trace 
Worn,  as  ir  the  cold  pavement  were  a  sod, 

ByBonnivard  I  May  none  those  marks  efface  I 
For  they  appeal  from  tyranny  to  God." 

At  length,  in  1536,  the  Swiss  wrested 
the  Pays  de  Yaud  from  the  hands  of 
Charles  V.  of  Savoy.  Chillon  was 
the  last  place  which  neld  out  for  him; 
but  an  army  of  7000  Bernese  besieg- 
ing it  by  land,  while  the  ealleys  of 
the  Genevese  assaulted  it  by  water, 
soon  compelled  it  to  surrender,  and 
Bonnivard,  with  other  captives,  was 
set  free.  The  changes  which  had 
occurred  during  the  years  of  his  im- 
prisonment  almost  realised  the  legend 
of  the  Seven  Sleepers.  He  had  left 
Geneva  a  Roman  Catholic  state,  and 
dependent  on  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  he 
found  her  free,  and  a  republic,  openly 
professing  the  reformed  faith. 

The  castle  is  now  converted  into  a 
magazine  for  military  stores ;  but 
the  interior  of  the  building  is  curious 
and  well  preserved,  and  the  chapel  is 


particularly  interesting.  Strangers 
are  readily  conducted  over  other 
parts  of  It,  and  (independently  of 
the  associations  connected  with  the 
building)  will  find  much  to  interest 
them  in  it.  There  is  the  potence,  a 
beam,  black  with  age,  extended  across 
one  of  the  vaults,  to  which  the  con- 
demned were  formerly  hung.  The 
mibliette  is  also  shown,  whose  only  en- 
trance was  by  a  trap-door  in  the  floor 
above.  There  is  a  small  spiral  stair- 
case of  three  steps;  the  prisoner  found 
no  fourth  step,  and  was  precipitated  to 
a  depth  of  80  feet  The  dungeon  of 
Bonnivard  is  airy  and  spacious,  con- 
sisting of  two  aisles,  almost  like  the 
crypt  of  a  church;  its  floor  and  one 
side  are  formed  by  the  living  rock, 
and  it  is  lighted  by  several  wmdows, 
through  which  the  sun's  light  passes 
by  reflection  from  the  surtace  of  the 
lake  up  to  the  roof,  transmitting  partly 
also  the  blue  colour  of  the  waters. 
Formerly  it  was  subdivided  into  small 
cells  by  partition  walls  between  the 
pillars.  Byron  inscribed  his*name  on 
one  of  the  pillars,  and  his  example 
has  been  followed  by  many  others,  as 
Dickens,  &o.,  but  it  is  far  more  last- 
ingly associated  with  the  spot. 

•*  Lake  Leman  lies  by  Chillon's  walls ; 
A  thousand  feet  In  depth  below 
Its  msasy  waters  meet  and  flow ; 
Thus  much  the  fathom-line  was  sent 
From  Chlllon's  snow-white  battlement  (?  ?) 
VHiich  round  about  the  wave  enthrals ; 
A  doable  dungeon  wall  and  wave 
Have  made— and  like  a  living  grave 
Below  the  snrfiice  of  the  lake 
The  daric  vault  lies  wherein  we  lay ; 
We  heard  it  ripple  night  and  day. 
In  Chillon's  dungeons  deep  and  old 
There  are  seven  columns  msssy  and  gtey, 
Dim  with  a  dull,  imprison'd  ray, 
A  sunbeam  which  hath  loet  its  way. 
And  through  the  crevice  and  the  cleft 
Of  the  thick  wall  is  fbllen  and  left. 
Creeping  o'er  the  floor  so  damp» 
Lilie  a  marsh's  meteor  lamp."^ 

It  is  by  this  castle  that  Kousseau 
has  fixed  the  catastrophe  of  his  He- 
loTse,  in  the  rescue  of  one  of  her  chil- 
dren by  Julie  from  the  water;  the 
shock  of  which,  and  the  illness  pro- 
duced by  the  immersion,  is  the  cause 
of  her  death. 

Between  Chillon   and  YiUeneuve, 
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10  minutes'  walk  from  either,  and  a 
little  above  the  lake,  stands  the  Hotel 
Byron,  a  large  and  well-managed  hotel 
and  pension,  table-d'hote  liberal,  and 
mat  cleanliness  and  civility;  rooms 
lofk^r  and  airy.  Hotel  prices  for 
passing  travellers:  charge  for  pension, 
7^  ir,  a  day  in  summer,  5^  fr.  in  win- 
ter. This  is  the  best  stopping-place 
at  the  E.  end  of  the  lake.  There  are 
many  delightful  walks  and  rides  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

The  road  to  the  hotel,  from  the 
Yilleneuve  Stat.,  crosses  the  rlwy. 
b^  a  bridge,  alongside  which  the 
nvulet  Tinibre  is  conveyed  in  an 
aqueduct.  This  is  classic  ground  in 
the  annals  of  geological  science;  for  it 
is  by  the  thickness  of  the  delta  formed 
by  uiis  little  stream,  through  which 
the  rlwy.  passes  in  a  cutting,  that 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  satisfac- 
tory proofs  of  the  antiquity  of  man 
has  been  obtained.  Not  only  has  the 
entire  delta  been  deposited  by  that 
rivulet,  but  it  has  also  been  equably 
deposited,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  r^u- 
larity  of  its  composition  exhibited  by 
the  rlwy.  section. 

Villeneuve  Stat.  (Jniu.*  Aigle  Noir  ; 
Croix  Blanche;  H.  du  Port,  clean  and 
low  charges)  is  a  small  and  ancient 
walled  town  of  1480  Inhab.  (Pennilucm 
of  the  Bomans),  situated  at  the  E.  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake,  where  the  road 
quits  its  borders  to  enter  the  vaJley  of 
tne  Rhone. 

About  a  mile  from  Yilleneuve  lies 
a  small  island,  one  of  three  in  the 
lake:  it  is  thus  mentioned  by  Byron 
in  the  « Prisoner  of  Chillon  :'-— 

"  And  then  there  wm  a  little  ble, 
Which  in  my  very  face  did  smile. 

The  only  one  in  view ; 
A  small  Kreen  iiile,  it  seem'd  no  more. 
Scarce  broader  than  my  dunffeon-floor; 
But  in  it  there  were  three  tall  trees. 
And  o'er  it  blew  the  mountain-breete, 
And  by  it  there  were  waters  flowing. 
And  on  it  there  were  young  flowers  growing. 

Of  gentle  breath  and  hue." 

The  commencement  of  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone  is  dreary  and  uninter- 
esting. The  low  ground  is  a  flat  allu- 
vial deposit,  formed  by  mud  brought 
down  by  the  river,  but  drainage  and 


other  improvements  have  redeemed  it 
from  the  state  of  a  barren  and  unwhole- 
some morass.  The  encroachments  of 
the  land  upon  the  lake, 'even  within 
the  period  of  historical  record,  have 
been  very  sreat  Port  V alais,  Portua 
Yalesiss  ot  the  Bomans,  in  their  time 
stood  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  but 
is  now  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half 
inland;  the  intervening  tract  has  heesn 
gained  since.  The  Rhone  itself  rushes 
along,  in  summer  burdened  with  mud, 
very  unlike  the  torrent  of  azure  and 
crystal  which  bursts  out  of  the  lake  at 
Geneva.  Upon  this  plain,  at  the  mouUi 
of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  Divico,  the 
first  Helvetian  chief  mentioned  in  his- 
tory, defeated,  B.a  107  (the  646th  year 
of  Rome),  the  Roman  forces  under 
Lucius  Cassius,  slaying  their  general 
and  compelling  his  army  to  pass  under 
the  yoke. 

The  top  of  the  mountain  above 
Tvome  was  thrown  down  by  an 
earthquake,  1584.  A  wine  of  some 
reputation  in  Switzerland  now  grows 
on  the  slope. 

It  is  worth  while  to  go  out  at 
night  and  see  the  process  of  catching 
trout  in  the  torrents,  affluents  of  the 
Rhone,  by  means  of  a  lantern  and 
knife.  The  fisherman  enters  the 
water  un  to  his  middle,  furnished  with 
an  oval  lantern,  water-tight,  and 
having  a  long  tube  projecting  from  its 
top,  which  serves  both  as  a  handle  and 
to  convey  air  to  the  flame.  This  he 
plunges  mto  the  water  ;  and  when  the 
fish,  attracted  by  the  light,  approach, 
he  slowly  raises  it  towaras  the  suriiice, 
until  the  trout,  which  follow,  come 
within  reach,  when  he  deals  them  a 
deadly  blow  with  the  knife,  which 
sends  them  dead  to  the  bottom,  to 
reappear  in  a  few  minutes  and  be 
thrown  into  a  basket  which  the  man 
carries  behind  him.  In  this  way  a  con- 
siderable number  of  fish  are  caught. 


Switzerland. 
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ROUTE  56. 

VILLENBUVE  TO  SION,  BT  MARTIGNT. — 
lUIU 

MU«6.  bn.  mln. 
Vfllenenve  to 

Bex 15        0    35 

St.  Maurice  ....  —  0  25 
MartignyStat  ...  11  0  44 
Sioa 18       0    60 

44        a    84 

This  rlw^.  will  open  direct  rlwy. 
communication  from  raris  by  Geneva 
or  Basle  to  the  foot  of  the  Simplon, 
as  soon  as  the  section  from  Sion  to 
Brieg  shall  have  been  completed. 
The  rlwy.  is  far  preferable  to  the 
hot,  monotonous,  and  dusty  road  up 
the  Rhone  valley. 

VUlenettce  has  been  described  Bte. 
55. 

From  Villeneuye  the  rlwy.  goes 
through  the  flat  valley  of  the  Rhone, 
passing  partly  through  fertile  and 
well-cultivated  fields,  overshadowed 
by  fine  walnut-trees :  the  views  up 
the  ravines  to  the  1.  are  fine. 

Aiffle  Stat,  —  (^Iims :  a  larse  new 
Hotel  close  by  the  stat;  also  H.Vic- 
toria, very  good) — a  village  of  1650 
Inhab.  {AqiiUeia,')  Black  marble  is 
ouarried  near  this.  The  Yal  des 
Ormonds  opens  behind  Aigle.  (See 
Rte.  43.) 

Ollon  St.  Tryphon  Stat.  Near  this 
rises  out  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  a 
towery  60  ft.  high,  of  Roman  origin. 
Between  St.  Tryphon  and  Colom- 
bi^res  the  Rhone  is  crossed  by  a 
suspension-bridge. 

Bex  Stat,  (pronounced  Bey^ — Irms  : 
rUnion;  H.  aes  Bains:  neither  very 
good :      (hey     comprise    boarding- 


houses  and  establishments  of  baths, 
supplied  from  a  sulphureous  spring 
rismg  in  the  vicinity,  which  causes  Bex 
to  be  resorted  to  as  a  watering-place  * 
in  summer.  ^  frs.  a  day  for  not  less 
than  a  week,  8  fr.  a  day  in  winter  for 
not  less  than  a  month,  out  wax-lights 
extra,  which  should  be  resisted ; — Le 
Crochet,  moderate.  Guides,  horses,  and 
chars-a-banc  for  excursions  among 
the  mountains  may  be  hired  here. 

Charpentier,  the  naturalist,  is  bu- 
ried in  the  cemetery  of  Bex,  his  tomb- 
stone a  boulder. 

Bex,  a  village  of  3000  Inhab.,  situ- 
ated on  the  high  road  to  the  Simplon, 
is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  Salt  Mines 
tLodSait  Works,  Salt  has  been  ob- 
tained firom  brine-springs  here  since 
the  middle  of  the  16th  century.  For 
a  long  time  they  belonged  to  a  mer- 
chant family  of  Augsburg  named 
Zobel,  but  they  are  now  the  property 
of  the  government  of  the  canton. 
Down  to  1823  the  brine-springs  alone 
ftimished  the  salt,  and  they  were  gra- 
dually failing,  when  M.  Charpentier 
suggested  the  plan  of  driving  shafts 
and  ealleries  into  the  mountain  in 
search  of  rock-salt.  The  result  was 
the  discovery  of  a  large  and  rich  vein 
of  the  mineral,  which  has  been  traced 
for  a  distance  of  4000  ft  and  for  a 
height  of  600  ft,  varying  in  thickness 
from  2  ft  to  50  ft;  and  the  annual 
produce  of  salt  is  now  augmented  to 
20,000  or  30,000  quintals.  Strangers 
arriving  at  Bex  commonly  pay  a  visit 
to  the  mines,  which  are  situated  about 
2  m.  off  in  the  valley  of  La  Gryonne. 
A  carriage  road  leads  through  most 
beautiful  scenery  to  the  entrance  of 
the  mines.  Tne  salt  is  obtained 
either  from  the  brine-spring,  six  or 
seven  of  which,  of  various  degrees  of 
strength,  burst  forth  in  different  parts 
of  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  or 
from  the  rock-salt,  which,  after  being 
extracted  b^  the  help  of  gunpowder, 
is  broken  into  pieces,  thrown  into 
large  reservoirs,  called  dessaloirs,  cut 
in  the  anhydrite  rock  (sulphate  of 
lime  without  water)  in  the  interior  of 
the  mountain,  and  there  dissolved  in 
water.  Each  reservoir  is  usually  filleil 
with  water  3  times.    The  2  first  solu- 
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tions  (lessivages)  furnish  a  liquor  with 
25  or  26  per  cent  of  salt;  the  3rd  is 
much  weaker,  having  only  5  or  6  per 
cent.  The  brine,  either  from  the 
sources  or  from  these  reservoirs,  con- 
taining above  20  per  cent  of  salt,  is 
conveyed  in  pipes  made  of  fir-wood 
at  once  to  the  ooiling-house  (maison 
de  cuite);  that  which  is  less  strong 
must  be  subjected  to  the  process  of 
graduation  in  the  lone^  buildings  or 
sheds,  open  at  the  sides,  which  are 
passed  at  Bexvieux  and  Devins,  be- 
tween Bex  and  the  mines.  These 
evaporating-houses,  or  maisons  de  gra- 
dmiioriy  are  filled  up  to  the  roof  with 
stacks  of  fagots  of  thorn-wood,  over 
which  the  salt  water,  after  being 
raised  to  the  roof  by  pumps,  is  allowed 
to  trickle  drop  by  drop.  The  sepa- 
ration of  the  water  in  passing  through 
colanders,  and  its  exposure  to  tne 
atmosphere  as  it  falls,  produce  rapid 
and  considerable  evaporation  of  the 
watery  particles,  while  the  g^sum 
dissolvea  in  it  adheres,  in  passmg,  to 
the  twigs,  and  crystallizes  around 
them.  The  water  is  thus  made  to 
ascend  and  descend  several  times;  it 
becomes  stronger  each  time,  and  at 
length  is  brought  to  the  condition  of 
saturated  brine,  fit  for  boiling  in  the 
salt-pans.  It  will  easily  be  perceived 
how  much  fuel  is  thus  spared  by  not 
subjecting  the  weak  solution  to  the 
fire  at  first 

The  principal  mines  are  those  called 
Dii  Fondement  and  Da  Bouillet;  the  latter 
contains  a  gaUery  driven  horizontally 
into  the  mountain  for  6636  ft,  7^  ft 
high  and  5  ft  wide.  At  400  ft  from  its 
entrance  is  the  round  reservoir,  80  ft  in 
diameter  and  10  ft  deep,  excavated  in 
the  rock,  without  any  support  to  its 
roof.  In  it  the  weak  water  is  col- 
lected, which  requires  to  undereo  the 
process  of  graduation.  A  little  far- 
ther on  is  another  irregular  reservoir, 
7933  ft.  in  extent,  supported  by  pillars, 
and  destined  to  hold  the  stronger 
brine  fit  for  the  salt-pans  without  un- 
dergoing any  intermediate  process. 

Many  beautiful  minerals  are  ob- 
tained from  the  salt-mines  of  Bex- 
such  as  very  clear  crystals  of  selenite, 
mnriacite,  anhydrite,  &c. 


It  occupies  ^  a  day  to  visit  the  salt- 
mines. The  neighbourhood  of  Bex 
abounds  in  pensions  and  little  moun- 
tain Tnns,  where  fine  scenery,  pure  air, 
and  tolerable  living  are  obtained  at  a 
very  cheap  rate.  That  of  •Mont- 
chuet,  1|  m.  above  the  town,  on  the 
way  to  the  salt-works,  of  Madame 
Bernard  above  Freni^res,  the  Chalet 
Amiguet  at  Chesibres,  the  house  of 
Madame  Bosen  at  Ollon,  besides  those 
hereafter  noticed,  all  deserve  to  be 
mentioned. 

[Many  interesting  expeditions  may 
be  made  from  Bex.  One  of  these,  by 
the  Col  de  la  Croix  to  les  lies,  at  the 
head  of  the  Val  des.  Ormonds,  passes 
by  Grion,  where  there  is  a  rustic  Tnn, 
and  the  Chdfet  de  Villard,  a  pension, 
recommended  for  its  beautifiil  position 
and  good  accommodation,  not,  how- 
ever, equal  to  that  at  the  H6tel  des 
Diablerets.  (See  Rte.  43.)  Another 
interesting  excursion  is  to  the  Col  de 
Cheville,  at  the  foot  of  the  Diablerets. 
(Bte.  58.)  Starting  early  from  Bex 
a  practised  mountaineer  would  find 
an  interesting  excursion  by  ascend- 
ing to  the  small  glacier  de  Mar- 
tinetf  below  the  topmost  perpendicular 
crags  of  the  Dent  de  Morcles  (9513 
ft)  In  favourable  weather  a  magni- 
ficent view  of  the  Alps  would  be 
obtainedj 

The  Kailroad,  leaving  Bex,  ap- 
proaches the  Rhone,  and  crossing  it 
joins  the  Savoy  Rly.  from  Bouveret 
and  the  S.  side  of  Lake  Geneva  (Rte. 
57).  The  valley  is  here  almost  closed 
by  a  rocky  barrier. 

"Journeying  upwud  by  the  Khone, 

That  there  came  down  a  torrent  fh)m  the  Alps, 
I  enter'd  where  a  key  nnlocks  a  kinedom : 
The  moanuins  dosing,  and  the  road,  the  river 
Filling  the  narrow  space."  Roger*, 

The  Failwai/  has  now  to  be  added  to 
these  to  complete  the  scene  presented 
to  the  traveller  at  the  old  BHd>je  of  8L 
Maurice,  which  spans  the  rapid  river 
with  one  bold  arch  70  ft  wide,  leaning 
for  support  on  the  rt  side  upon  the 
Dent  ae  Morcles,  and  on  the  L  upon  the 
Dent  du  Midi,  whose  bases  are  pushed 
so  far  forward  as  barely  to  leave  room 
for  the  river. 

The  bridge,  erroneously^  attributed 
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to  the  Bomans,  is  not  older  than  the 
15th  century,  but  may  possibly  rest 
on  Roman  foundations.  It  unites  the 
canton  Vaud  with  the  canton  Valais; 
and  a  eate  at  one  end,  now  removed, 
formerly  served  to  close  the  passage 
np  and  down :  a  circumstance  alluded 
to  in  the  lines  of  Rogers.  Fortifica- 
tions were  erected  by  the  Swiss  in 
1832  and  1847,  above  the  road,  to  de- 
fend the  pass. 

No  one  can  cross  the  bridge  of  St. 
Maurice  without  being  struck  with 
the  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  cantons.  The 
neatness  and  industry  of  the  Yaudois 
are  exchane;ed,  withm  the  space  of  a 
fjpw  hundred  yards,  for  filth  and  beg- 
gary, equally  apparent  in  the  persons 
and  habitations  of  the  Yalaisans. 
Their  physical  condition  is  lament- 
able ;  no  part  of  Switzerland  is  afflicted 
to  a  greater  extent  with  the  maladies 
of  goitre  and  cretinism  (§  18),  and  the 
victims  of  them  shock  the  traveller's 
sight  at  every  step. 

The  Railway  is  carried  past  the  old 
bridge  and  throu^  a  tunnel  in  the 
rock,  crosses  the  Rhone  by  an  iron 
bridge  to  reach  the 

St.  Maurice  Jtmct»  Stat,, 

At  St.  Maurice  is  the  first  station 
of  the  Ligne  d'ltalie  Rly.,  which  is  to 
connect  Geneva  with  the  foot  of  the 
Simplon  pass  by  the  S.  side  of  the  lake. 
It  is  now  open  as  far  as  Sion.  Pas- 
sengers to  and  from  Bex  change  car- 
riages here. 

St.  Maurice -^(^rnn:  ♦llJnion)  — a 
town  of  1030  Inhab.,  occupying  the  site 
of  the  Roman  Agaunum,  squeezed  in 
between  the  mountain  and  the  L  bank 
of  the  Rhone.  It  owes  its  present  name 
to  the  tradition  that  the  Theban  Le- 
gion, under  the  command  of  St.  Mau- 
rice, suffered  martyrdom  here  by  order 
of  A'laximian,  a.d.  302,  because  they 
refused  to  abjure  Christianity. 

The  Abbey,  the  oldest  Christian 
foundation  among  the  Alps,  estab- 
lished in  the  4th  century,  rounded  in 
honour  of  ^S^.  Maurice,  and  endowed 
by  Sigismond,  King  of  Bui^nndy,  was 
for  many  centuries  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  of  abbeys,  and  the  town 
itself  was  the  capital  of  one  of  the 


Bnrgundian  kingdoms.  In  the  Trea- 
sury are  preserved  (if  not  removed 
lately?)  an  agate  cameo  cup  of  an- 
tique Greek  art,  and  a  bottle  or 
ampoule  of  Saracenic  workmanship, 
presented  by  Charlemagne  j  a  crosier 
of  gold,  in  the  shape  of  a  spire, 
the  niches  of  it  filled  with  figures 
an  inch  hi? h,  most  elaborately  work- 
ed ;  a  chalice,  given  by  Bertha 
Queen  of  Burgundy,  and  several  be- 
sides, of  a  very  early  date.  The 
Church  was  much  damaged  by  fire  in 
the  17  th  cent,  and  has  been  badly 
restored,  but  the  tower  is  unaltered, 
and  several  Roman  inscriptions  are 
built  into  its  walls. 

On  quittin?  the  stat.  we  perceive 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhone  the 
Bath-house  of  La-cey,  erected  1831 
over  a  warm  sulphureous  spring  dis- 
covered in  the  nver  bed,  at  .the  ex- 
pense of  canton  Vaud.  The  water  is 
employed  in  supplying  medicinal 
baths,  the  healing  properties  of  which' 
are  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  azote 
gas  contained  in  the  water.  Upon  a 
projecting  platform  of  rock  consider- 
ably above  the  road,  rises  the  Hermit- 
age of  Notre  Dame  du  Sax.  Lower 
down  on  the  road  is  the  chapel  of 
Yeriolez,  raised  on  the  precise  spot  of 
the  Theban  massacre  (1),  and  covered 
with  rude  frescoes. 

In  the  autumn  of  1835  a  torrent 
of  mud  descended  from  the  Dent 
du  Midi  into  the  Valais  near  £vi- 
onaz.  It  cut  a  passage  for  itself 
through  the  forest  which  clothes 
the  side  of  the  mountain,  snapping 
the  stoutest  trees  short  off  like  twigs. 
It  covered  the  high  road  for  a  length 
of  900  ft,  interrupting  for  some  time 
the  communication,  and  overwhelmed 
many  fields  and  orchards,  and  some 
few  houses;  but  no  lives  were  lost, 
as  the  slow  progress  of  the  current 
allowed  every  one  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.  On  the  25th  of  Au- 
gust a  violent  storm  of  rain  had 
burst  upon  the  Dent  de  Midi,  accom- 
panied oy  thunder;  and  it  is  said 
that  the  Ughtning  struck  the  peak 
several  times.  It  is  supposed  that 
a  mass  of  the  mountain  was  loosened 
by  the   rain,    and  in  falling  broke 
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through  and  carried  down  with  it  a 
considerable  part  of  a  glacier.  The 
rain  and  melting  ice  mixing  with  the 
fragme.its  and  with  the  debris  of  mo- 
raines converted  the  whole  mass  into  a 
thick  mud,  which  swept  slowly  down- 
wards like  a  laya  current  The  sides 
of  a  cutting  through  which  the  line 
passes  well  shows  its  composition. 
Blocks  of  limestone  of  many  tons 
weight,  and  some  of  them  12  ft  high, 
were  carried  along  with  it  It  is  a  re- 
markable fact  that  the  stream  of  mud 
contained  scarcely  one-tenth  part  of 
water;  the  flnidity  of  the  mass  was  no 
doubt  promoted  by  the  character  of 
the  rocKS  and  soil  which  covered  the 
mountain,  and  which  consisted  of  a 
black  splintery  limestone,  shale,  and 
loam.  The  wretched  hamlet  Evionaz 
occupies  the  site  of  an  old  town, 
Epaunum,  destroyed  by  a  similar 
mud-torrent  in  563. 

This  part  of  the  valley  has  a  dreary 
and  barren  aspect,  from  the  quantity 
of  bare  gravel  and  broken  rock  strewed 
over  it,  and  the  traces  of  the  terrible 
flood  of  1 852  are  still  very  visible.  A 
steady  but  not  very  heavy  rain  began 
at  2  A.M.  16  Sept  1852,  and  continued 
without  intermission  for  36  hrs.  It 
seems  to  have  thawed  the  snow, 
for  by  18  Sept  the  rivers  had  swollen 
terribly ;  the  bridge  at  Trient  was 
carried  away  and  deposited  in  a  field 
below,  and  the  valley  from  Martigny 
to  Bex  was  laid  under  water,  many 
of  the  fields  being  covered  with  debris, 
and  ruined  for  years  to  come.  About 
2  m.  from 

Vernayaz  Stat^  about  6^  m.  from 
St  Maurice,  3  from  Martigny,  is 
the  famous  Waterfall  of  the  Sallenche^ 
which  here  descends  into  the  valley  of 
the  Rhone  out  of  a  narrow  ravine,  ap- 
parently excavated  by  its  waters.  The 
perpendicular  descent  of  the  stream 
is  about  280  feet,  but  the  final  leap 
of  the  cascade  not  more  than  120 
feet  It  is  a  fine  object,  both  from 
its  volume  and  height,  visible  from 
a  considerable  distance  up  and  down. 
It  is  best  seen  in  a  sunny  morning 
before  12  o'clock,  when  the  iris, 
formed  in  the  cloud  of  spray,  hovers 
over  it     The  neighbouring  village 


of  Mieville  sends  forth  an  impor- 
tunate crowd  of  beggars  and  self- 
appointed  guides  to  conduct  travellers 
from  the  road  to  the  fall,  a  distance 
of  a  few  hundred  yards. 

Near  Yemayaz  we  cross  another 
stream,  the  Trient,  descending  from 
the  Pass  of  the  Tete  Noire  (up  which 
a  mule-path,  very  interesting  for 
its  scenery,  has  oeen  made,  con- 
verging upon  the  T^te  Noire  route 
to  Chamounix,  Bte.  141),  and  issuing 
out  of  a  singiilar  rent  in  the  side  of 
the  valley.  Some  visitors  climb  up  the 
L  side  of  the  ravine,  and,  creeping  to 
the  edge,  look  down  into  the  chasm, 
whose  depths  are  worn  smooth  and 
hollowed  out  by  the  force  of  the  water. 
A  wooden  gallery  has  been  constructed 
from  which  travellers  can  obtain  a 
good  view  of  the  gorge  from  below,  in 
preference  to  the  ^  hour's  climb  to  the 
top  :  charge  for  entrance  1  fr.  Hence 
to  Martigny  is  2  m. 

On  the  banks  of  this  river  a  des- 
perate action  was  fought  in  1841  be- 
tween the  ultra -Catholics  of  the 
Upper  Yalais  aided  by  Lucerne,  and 
the  men  of  the  Lower  Yalais,  in 
which  the  latter  were  defeated  with 
considerable  slaughter,  and  their  par- 
tisans were  subsequently  banished  till 
1848. 

On  the  outskirts  of  Martigny,  upon 
a  commanding  rock,  rises  the  caatle 
of  La  Bdtie  (irreverently  likened  by 
the  late  Albert  Smith  to  "an  insol- 
vent lighthouse  *')  formerly  a  strong- 
hold of  the  archbishonps  of  Sion ;  it  was 
taken  and  burnt  by  George  Supersax 
in  1518.  The  deep  dungeon  beneath 
its  tall  tower  is  only  accessible  by  a 
trapdoor  in  the  floor  of  the  chamber 
above.  The  river  Dranse  passes  out 
into  the  Rhone,  between  La  B&tie  and 

Martigny  {Irnis:  Grande  Maison, 
good  and  reasonable;  Cygne;  La 
Tour,  oldest;  Hotel  Clerc,  English 
service  here), 

Martignjr  (Octodums  of  the  Ro- 
mans) consists  of  two  parts — the  one 
situated  on  the  Simplon  road,  the 
other,  Bourg  de  Martigny,  more  than 
a  mile  distant  up  the  valley  of  the 
Dranse.  Its  position  on  the  high 
road  of  the  Simplon,  at  the  termina- 


Switxedand. 
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tion  of  the  char-road  from  the  St 
Bernard^  and  the  mule-path  from 
Cbamoimi«  renders  it  the  constant 
resort  of  travellers.  The  scenenr 
around  is  grand  :  a  flat,  open  val- 
ley bordered  bv  mountains  of  great 
boldness.  It  is  a  small  town  of 
no  prepossessing  appearance,  1520  ft 
above  the  sea,  placed  near  the 
spot  where  the  Bhone  receives  the 
Dnmse,  a  torrent  by  which  Martigny 
itself  and  the  village  of  Bourg  de 
Martigny  have  been  twice  nearly  de- 
stroy^ in  1545  and  in  1818.  Marks 
of  the  last  inundation  (Rte.  136)  are 
still  visible  on  the  walls  of  many  of 
the  houses ;  and  the  massive  con- 
struction of  the  lower  walls  of  the 
post-house  is  desiened  to  protect  it 
nrom  the  effects  of  smiilar  catastrophes. 
The  bridge  is  one  of  the  finest  spe- 
cimens of  the  Swiss  covered  wooden 
bridges,  with  the  arch  above  the  road- 
way. The  monks  of  St.  Bernard  have 
their  head-qnarters  in  a  concent  within 
the  town,  from  which  the  members 
stationed  on  the  Great  St  Bernard 
are  relieved  at  intervals.  The  monas- 
tery of  the  Great  St  Bernard  is  a 
journey  of  10  hours  from  hence. 
(Bte.  135.) 

[The  valley  of  Chamouni  may  be 
reached  in  7  or  8  hours  by  the  T^te 
Noire  (Rte.  141),  or  Col  de  Bahne 
(Bte.  142).  The  Forclaz  and  the 
beautiful  view  firom  it  is  an  easy 
walk. 

From  Martisny,  or  Sembranchier, 
in  the  valley  of  tne  Dranse,  an  easy 
and  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  to  the  summit  of  the  Pierre  h 
Voir  ^8123  ftX  a  mountain  in  the 
range  between  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
and  the  Val  de  Bagnes,  5^  hrs.  to  ride 
up,  3  hrs.  to  descend  if  the  last  2 
leagues  be  accomplished  in  sledges 
{iraineaux)  which  are  kept  for  the  pur- 
pose. Two  persons  sit  in  a  sledge; 
a  guide  acts  as  horse  and  runs  down 
with  it  over  the  grass.  It  is  an  amusing 
and  perfectly  safe  way  of  making  the 
descent.  Ah  Hotel  is  built  near  the 
summit.  There  is  a  good  mule-path 
all  the  way.  The  panoramic  view 
from  the  top  is  exceeaingly  grand  and 
comprehensive.     Guide,  5  &.;  mule, 


8  fr.  It  can  be  ascended  equally  well, 
if  not  better,  from  Saxon  les  Bains, 
which  lies  immediately  at  its  foot] 

At  Martigny  the  Rhone  makes  an 
abrupt  beno,  forming  nearly  aright 
angle.  For  many  miles  above  the 
town,  the  bottom  of  the  valley  through 
which  it  flows  is  a  flat  swamp,  ren- 
dered desolate  and  unwholesome  by 
the  overflowings  of  the  Rhone  and  its 
tributaries,  which,  not  being  carried 
off  by  a  sufficient  declivity  in  their 
beds,  stagnate,  and  exhale  an  in- 
iurious  nudaria  under  the  rays  of  a 
burning  sun,  and  generate  gnats  not 
much  inferior  to  mosquitoes.  Tra^ 
vellers  do  not  suffer  fh)m  the  malaria, 
but  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  are 
dreadfully  afflicted  with  goitre  (§  18), 
cretinism,  and  ague;  ana  the  appear- 
ance of  decrepitude,  deformity,  and 
misery  arrests  the  traveller's  attention 
at  every  step.  A  tolerable  wine,  called 
Coquempin,  is  grown  upon  the  hiUs; 
the  low  flats  produce  little  except 
rushes,  rank  ^rass,  and  alders.  The 
mountains  which  here  bound  the  val- 
ley have  a  bare  and  desolate  aspect. 

Saxon  les  Baina  Stat  A  new  water- 
ing-place at  the  foot  of  the  Pierre  ii 
Voir. 

Hiddes  Siai.  After  crossing  the 
Rhone  the  Railroad  passes  the  foot- 
path leading  to  the  biablerets  (Rte. 
58),  and  soon  after  the  twin  castles 
of  Sion  appear  in  sight 

[Hence  the  Haut  de  Cry  (9698  ft), 
on  the  N.  side  of  the  valley,  may  be  as- 
cended. It  was  the  scene  of  a  deplor- 
able accident  on  Feb.  28th,  1864.  A 
Russian  gentleman,  M.  Boissonet,  and 
Mr.  Gosset,  with  4  guides,  including 
Joseph  Bennen,  started  for  its  ascent 
The  day  was  most  enjoyable,  and  the 
party  were  in  high  spirits,  and  had 
easily  arrived  to  within  400  ft  of  the 
summit,  when  the  snow-field  on  which 
they  were  crossing  diagonally  gave 
way  suddenly  above  them,  across  a 
belt  of  enormous  length.  The  huge 
avalanche  hurried  downward,  bearing 
the  party  with  it  During  the  de- 
scent Mr.  Gosset  was  once  over- 
whelmed, then  found  himself  i^in  on 
the  surface;  lastly,  when  the  motion 
ceased,  after  a  deooent  of  1800  ft.,  he 
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was  again  buried  and  was  fSast  suffo- 
cating. The  snow  **  regelated,"  to  use 
the  modem  term,  that  is  to  say,  com> 
pacted  itself  into  ice  (See  Introd.y  §  17) 
around  him.  His  hands  and  wrists 
were  fortunately  disengaged.  With 
failing  powers  he  contrived  to  scratch 
away  enough  ice  to  admit  air  to 
his  mouth.    Three  giudes  were  hap- 

Inly  uninjured,  and  they  saw  and  re- 
eased  him  ;  but  M.  Boissonet  lay 
dead  on  one  side  of  him,  and  poor 
Bennen  on  the  other.  Thus  perished 
Bennen,  the  very  best  of  Swiss  guides; 
the  companion  of  Prof.  Tyndall,  and 
of  so  many  other  members  of  the 
Alpine  CIud,  and  the  leader  in  nu- 
merous first  ascents  of  Peaks  and 
Passes.  The  following  passage  by 
Mr.  Hawkins,  in  *  Vacation  Tourist,' 
has  proved  prophetic:— **  Any  one 
who  nas  watchea  Bennen  skimming 
along  through  the  masses  of  a  crevassed 
glacier,  or  running  like  a  chamois 
along  the  side  of  slippery  ice-covered  j 
crags,  axe  and  foot  keeping  time  to- 
gether, will  think  that  (as  Lauener 
said  of  his  brother  Johann,  who  pe- 
rished on  the  Jungfrau)  *  He  could 
never  fall,  nothing  would  ever  bring 
him  to  grief  but  an  avalanche/  " 

Ai-don  Stat.^  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Vale  of  the  Lizerne.  Here  are  iron- 
works. 

Sion  Stat,  (Germ.  Bitten),  —  Inna : 
Poste,  landlord  civil; — Lion  d*Or. 
There  is  a  comfortable  pension  2  min. 
walk  from  Sion,  kept  by  Madame  Mus- 
ton,  (Protestant).  Sion  has  no  less 
than  three  extensive  castles,  which 
give  the  town  a  picturesque  and  feu- 
dal aspect  from  a  distance.  Those 
who  have  time  may  ascend  in  20  min. 
to  the  highest  of  the  three.  TourbiHon, 
the  castle  seen  on  the  L  in  advancing 
from  Martigny,  built  1492,  and  long 
the  bishop*s  residence,  is  now  a  com- 
plete ruin.  The  castle  standing  on 
the  southern  rock,  called  Valeria,  now 
serves  ad  a  Catholic  seminary.  It  con- 
tains the  Oid  Cathedral^  a  mixture  of 
Romanesque  and  of  Early  Pointed  ar- 
chitecture. Among  the  objects  worth 
notice  are  a  very  perfect  roodloft  of 
the  13th  cent.,  a  votive  chapel  to  St. 
Catherine,  and  some  old  frescoes.  Tht 


present  cathedral  is  in  the  tov^n  below, 
and  close  to  it  is  the  modern  Bishop's 
Palace.  The  third  castle,  called  Afajo^ 
rioy  from  the  majors,  or  ancient  gover- 
nors of  the  Valais,  its  first  occupants, 
was  burnt  in  1788  by  a  oonilagration 
which  destroyed  the  greater  part  of 
the  town.  In  the  Jesuits*  concent  is  s 
collection  of  the  natural  history  of  the 
Valais. 

The  JfospHatj  under  the  care  of  the 
Soeurs  de  Charite,  contains  many  vic- 
tims of  goitre  and  cretinism. 

Sion  contains  2590  Inhab.  and  is 
the  capital  of  the  Valais  (Germ. 
Wallis) — one  of  the  most  miserable 
and  melancholy  districts  'in  northern 
Europe.  It  was  formerly  a  flourish- 
ing country,  as  the  ruins  of  the  nu- 
merous castles  and  the  remains  of 
former  splendour  at  Sion  and  Visp 
attest;  and  in  the  commencement  of 
the  16th  century  the  celebrated 
Matthew  Schinner,  Bishop  of  Sion, 
was  a  powerful  prince,  whose  alliance 
was  courted  by  all  the  sovereigns  of 
Europe — principally,  it  is  true,  for 
the  sake  of  procuring  the  services  of 
the  Swiss  mercenaries.  At  present, 
with  the  exception  of  the  hotels, 
nothing  appears  prosperous  in  the 
Valais  itself  or  in  the  numerous  lateral 
valleys,  and  the  race  of  man  seemtf 
to  have  deteriorated.  It  is  said  that 
Sion  has  been  besieged  and  taken 
more  than  30  times,  and,  like  many 
Swiss  towns,  it  has  been  burnt  nearly 
down.  There  has  been  fighting  very 
latelv  in  the  canton,  and  at  present 
the  aemocratic  party  prevail. 

The  Kailway  stops  at  present  at 
Sion.  Diligence  to  Brieg  twice  a  day, 
starting  on  arrival  of  the  trains. 

Omnibus  daily  to  Leuk  Baths  (Rte. 
37). 

S.  of  Sion  the  Val  d*Erin  stretches 
far  into  the  main-chain  of  the  Alps 
(Rtes.  129,  131). 

Mule-path  to  Bex  rRte.  58). 

The  Simplon  road,  from  Sion  to 
Domo  D'Ossola  (Rte.  59). 
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portion  of  his  lifis,  having  assumed  the 
cowl  of  an  Aug^tine  monk.  He  ab- 
dicated, in  turn,  the  dukedom  of  Sa- 
voy, the  Papacy  (into  which  he  had 
been  installed  with  the  title  of  Felix 
V.X  and  the  bishop's  see  of  Geneva. 
He  resided  here  after  his  second  abdi- 
cation, passing  his  time  not  in  the 
austere  penance  of  an  anchorite,  but, 
according  to  the  popular  belief,  in  ease, 
feasting,  and  dissipation.  Hence  the 
French  ]^roverb  —  •*  Faire  Ripaille." 
Becent  historical  investigations,  how- 
ever, make  it  probable  that,  even  to 
the  last,  he  had  not  abandoned  the 
path  of  ambition,  and  that,  far  from 
being  inactive  and  exclusively  devoted 
to  luxurj^,  he  was  still  weaving  poli- 
tical intri^es.  The  castle,  with  7 
towers,  built  b^  Amedeus  for  himself 
and  the  six  knights  whom  he  chose  as 
companions,  has  nearly  disappeared. 
The  relic  of  the  convent  is  converted' 
into  a  farmhouse. 

A  lone  bridge  of  24  arches  carries 
the  road  over  the  Dranse,  a  torrent 
descending  from  the  mountains  of  the 
Chablais,  and  augmented  to  a  large 
volume  by  the  melting  snows  during  a 
small  part  of  the  year. 

[There  is  a  char-road  up  the  valley 
of  the  Dranse  by  some  eypsum-works, 
after  whioh  it  passes  Uirough  nume- 
rous villains  to  La  Vemaz,  3  hrs., 
and  by  the  ruins  of  the  Abbey  of 
Aulphf  to  Morzine^  7  hrs.  from  Thonon. 
Ascending  from  thence  nearly  due 
S.  either  oy  the  Col  de  Jouxplane, 
or  the  Col  de  Ooleze,  Samoens  in 
the  Yal  de  Sixt  (Rte.  143^  ma^ 
be  reached  through  very  beauti- 
ful scenery  in  about  3^  hrs.  At  the 
Ch&lets  de  hi  Gol^xe,  a  little  8.  of  the 
summit  (height  about  5600  £ng.  ft.), 
refreshment  and  indifferent  night 
quarters  may  be  found  in  case  of  need. 
Tanninges  (Rte.  143)  may  be  reached 
in  10  hrs.  firom  Thonon,  by  St.  Jean 
d'Aulph  and  Gets.  A  rough  char- 
road.  Monthey  on  the  rly.  to  Mar- 
tigny  may  be  reached  from  Morzine 
either  by  the  Col  de  Coux  (see  Bte. 
144),  or  by  the  Col  de  Champery,  which 
enters  the  Yal  d'llliez  below  the  village 
of  Champ^ry.  Two  other  passes-^ 
the  Col  de  Chmry,  from  Montriond  below. 


ROUTE  57. 

GBSBVA  TO  MARTIGNT,  BY  THONON  AND 
XEILLERIE,  ALONO  THE  SOUTH  SHOBE 
OP  THE  LAKE  OF  GENEVA. 

Steamers  twice  a  day  (touching  at 
Belotte,  Bellerive,  Asni^res,  Her- 
mance,  Thonon,  Evian,  on  S.  shore 
of  lake),  in  5  his.  to  Bouveret,  where 
passengers  take  the  rly.  to  Martigny 
and  Sion.  Post-road  from  Geneva  to 
Bouveret,  37  Eng.  m. 

This  is  the  original  Simplon  road, 
but  is  now  almost  deserted,  though 
firom  Evian  to  Bouveret  the  scenery  is 
very  grand,  finer  than  that  of  the  N. 
shore.  Persons  taking  this  route  must 
remember  that  it  lies  through  French 
territory,  and  that  they  b^me  sub- 
ject to  a  visit  at  the  custom-house  and 
inquiries  for  passports. 

After  quitting  Geneva  by  the 
Quartier  de  Rive,  a  fine  view  opens 
out  rt;  beyond  the  Saldve  rises 
the  Mole,  and  the  valley  of  the 
Arve  is  terminated  by  the  Buet,  by 
Mont  Blanc  and  its  glaciers.  The 
shore  of  the  lake  is  dotted  over  with 
villas  of  the  Genevese.  One  of  these^ 
near  the  village  of  Coloeny,  the  Cajn- 
pagna  Diodati,  is  interestme  as  having 
been  the  residence  of  Lora  Byron  in 
1816.  He  wrote  here  the  3rd  canto 
of  Childe  Harold  and  the  tragedy  of 
Manfred. 

Beyond  the  villa^  of  Corsier  the 
Genevan  territory  is  left,  and  we  enter 
the  ancient  province  of  Chablais,  now 
annexed  to  France,  which  extends 
along  the  lake  as  far  as  St  Gingough. 
A  monotonous  plain  is  traversed  in 
order  to  reach 

Douvaine.     10  m.  farther  is 

Thoium — {Inns:  H.  de  TEurope, 
fair,  adjoining  the  Terrace;  Les  Ba- 
lances)--an  ancient  town  of  3740  In- 
hab.,  ori^nally  capital  of  the  Chablais. 

On  quitting  Thonon  we  pass  on  the 
left,  between  the  road  and  the  lake, 
^paillej  anciently  an  Augustine  con- 
vent, founded  by  Amedeus  VIII.  of 
Savoy,  in  which  he  passed  the  latter 

iSicitz.) 
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Morzine,  and  the  Qol  cTAbondancef 
reached  by  the  E.  branch  of  the 
Sranse,  lead  to  Mortjm  (an  Jnn  with 
mineral  baths),  and  from  thence  in 
2}  hrs.  to  Monthey.] 

Through  groves  of  magniHcent 
chestnut-trees  we  pass  Amphion,  H.  de 
Casino,  a  g^y  watering-place  frequent- 
ed by  the  Genevese,  where  are  oaths 
supplied  by  a  chalybeate  {J  sulphur) 
spring,  and  reach 

Evtian  {^Inns:  H.  des  Bains,  good; 
H.£aubonne,  near  the  lake  and  steam- 
boats;  H.  du  Nord ;  Poste :  in  all,  6 
hotels,  and  40  lodging-houses),  a  town 
of  3000  Inhab.,  at  the  water-side, 
much  improved  of  late,  and  resorted  to 
^r  its  mineral  waters.  Dr.  C.  Depraz, 
<*esident  physician,  may  be  trusted. 
ELe  fierved  in  the  Crimea  on  our  me- 
dieU  staff.     Steamer  to  Lausanne. 

Thfi  Kocks  of  Meillerie,  celebrated 
by  EouBseau  and  Byron,  were,  under 
the  orders  of  Napoleon,  and  with  the 
help  of  gunpowder,  blasted  to  form  a 
passa^  for  the  magnificent  road  of 
the  Simpion,  which  is  here  carried 
partly  through  them,  partly  on  a  ter- 
race 30  or  40  feet  above  the  lake. 
Previous  to  it«  construction,  the  little 
village  of  MeiUerie  was  barely  ac- 
eessible,  except  by  boats.  About  a 
mile  oif  the  shore,  at  MeiUerie,  the 
lake  attains  its  greatest  depth,  920 
Fr.  ft  Here  Byron  was  nearly  lost 
in  a  storm.  Kousseau,  in  the  N. 
Hclotse,  has  conducted  St  Preux  and 
Had  Wolmar  also  to  this  port  for  shel- 
ter from  a  tempest.  On  the  opposite 
ghore  is  seen  Clarens,  and  the  white 
wall  of  the  casUe  of  Chillon  (Rte.  55). 

8t,  Qirkjottfjh^^rnn:  Poste,  an  enor- 
mous building,  once  a  convent,  not 
good.  Mosquitoes  very  troublesome  all 
along  the  S.  shore  of  ihe  lake.  A  deep 
ravine  here  divides  Savoy  from  the 
Swiss  territory  of  the  Valais;  tra- 
vellers entering  from  the  Valais  are 
subjected  to  French  custom-house  re- 
gulations here. 

Bmteret^  restaurant  at  Stat.  {Tnn: 
La  Tour\  lies  within  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone,  here  a  broad,  flat, 
dreary  swamp.  Port  Valais,  in  the 
days  of  the  Romans,  stood  on  the 
waterside ;    all  the  ground  between 


it  and  the  lake  has  been  pro- 
duced since  the  records  of  history,  by 
the  deposits  of  the  river.  At  Porte 
du  Siex  the  rocks  on  the  rt  encroach 
so  far  upon  the  Rhone  as  barely  to 
leave  a  passage  for  the  road  at  their 
base.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this 
pass  in  ancient  times  to  construct  a 
fort  with  loopholes  for  arrows,  and 
embrasures  for  cannon,  which  effectu- 
ally closed  the  entrance  to  the  Valais, 
the  only  passage  being  over  its  draw- 
bridge and  through  its  gate.  At 
Porte  du  Siex  is  a  bridge  over  the 
Rhone.  A  road  leads  from  it  to  Vil- 
leneuve  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
lake,  by  Chessel  and  Noville  across 
the  plain,  strewed  with  hillocks  and 
d^bns  of  limestone,  the  remains  of  a 
landslip  from  the  Grammont,  7000  ft. 
high,  on  the  L  bank  of  the  Rhone, 
A.D.  563.  A  huge  fragment  from  the 
summit  of  the  mountain  fell  down 
the  ravine  of  Evouettes,  all  across  the 
valley  as  far  as  Roche  and  Rennaz, 
burying  a  Roman  station,  so  as  to 
dam  up  the  Rhone  and  form  a  tem- 
porary lake,  reaching  up  to  the  rocks 
of  St  Tryphons,  which  at  last  burst 
its  barrier  near  Porte  du  Siex. 

The  railway  has  been  completed 
from  Bouveret  to  Martigny  and  Sion. 
The  same  company  are  carrying  on 
the  line  from  Bouveret  to  Geneva 
along  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake.  The 
lake  steamers  set  down  passengers 
for  the  railways  station  on  the  wharf 
at  Bouveret 

Bouveret  lies  in  a  marsh,  aicoid 
sleeping  here.  Four  trains  daily,  in 
I  hr.  to  St  Maurice.  Steamer  daily 
to  Vevay. 

The  canal  of  Stockalper,  running 
nearly  parallel  with  the  road,  was  cut 
aboat  a  century  ago,  to  drain  this 
portion  of  the  valley.  At  Vouvry  is  a 
good  country  Inn, 

Vionnaz,  Above  this  village  are 
some  most  remarkable  boulders. 

Monthev  Stat.  (Inn:  Croix  d'Or, 
clean  and  moderate).  [Behind  this 
village  is  the  Val  dlUiez,  extending 
towards  the  Dent  du  Midi ;  good 
road.  The  Dent  dn  Midi  (Lonfats) 
is  an  excellent  hotel,  at  Champe^-y 
in  the  upper  part    In  a  lateral  vdU^ 
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opening  on  to  the  W.  3  m.  above  Mon- 
tney  are  tne  baths  of  Mortjin,  pension 
4f  fr.  a  daj,  aocommodation  indif- 
ferent.]    (See  Rte.  144.) 

Evionaz,  Owing  to  an  abrupt  bend 
in  the  Talley,  ana  a  projecting  rock 
which  hides  the  upper  portion  from 
view,  the  road  comes  suddenly  upon 

St.  Maurice  Jitnct,  Stat.  (Rte.  56). 
Here  the  rly.  from  Geneya»  by  Lau- 
sanne and  Yevay  falls  in. 

Martigny  (Rte.  56). 


ROUTE  58. 

BEX   TO  SIGN,  BT  THE  GOL  DX 
CUEVILLE — DIABLERETS. 

B.   K. 
Bex. 

Ortim a  IS 

Swulalez 1  46 

Aazeindu 1  IS 

Col 0  4ft 

Derborenae 10 

Bridge 0  40 

St.  Bernard 1  80 

Sioa     ......••    1  40 

10  60 

This  is  a  highly  interesting  pass, 
both  from  the  geological  phenomenon 
of  its  Berg-falC  or  mountain  slip,  and 
for  the  extreme  picturesqueness  of 
its  scenery ;  the  pass  is,  howerer, 
long,  and  firom  Grion  to  Avent 
there  is  no  inn  :  this  is  probably 
the  reason  why  the  whole  reeion  of 
the  Dtablerets,  though  yielding  to 
few  in  mggedness  and  in  commanding 
views  o?er  the  Alps,  has  been  nn- 
yisited  and  neelected.  [The  Dia- 
blerets,  10,670  ft.,  can  be  ascended 
from  Orion,  sleepine  one  night  at 
the  chalets  of  Anzemdas:  guides  at 
Grion.1  As  the  pass  is  long,  it  is 
adTisame  to  sleep  at  Grion,  24  hrs. 
from  Bex ;  or,  as  the  acoommoaation 
there  is  indififerent,  some  will  prefer 
to  start  before  daylight  in  a  char  for 
that  village.  Bex  is  described  in 
Rte.  56.    An  excellent  carriage-road 


has  been  made  from  Bex  to  Grion, 
ascending  the  heights  by  numerous 
zigzags;  the  pedestrian  will,  however, 
probably  cut  off  most  of  these  by 
takine  the  old  mule-path  which  con- 
tinuafiy  crosses  the  carriage-road. 
Carriage  from  Bex  to  Grion  8  fr. 
The  pedestrian  wiU  follow  the  river 
Aven^on  for  about  a  mile  to  Bevieux, 
where  are  some  salt-works:  the  road 
then  leaves  the  river,  and,  after  keep- 
ing rather  to  the  N.,  begins  to  ascend 
the  heights  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
stream;  part  of  the  road  is  beautifully 
shaded  by  woods  of  fir,  beech,  or 
walnut,  and  part  is  through  vineyards 
and  fields.  The  ascent  is  tedious  by 
the  road,  steep  and  rugged  by  the 
paths. 

Orion,  prettily  situated  on  the  slope 
of  the  mountain  high  above  the  river, 
is  a  regular  Swiss  village.  There  are 
2  homely  but  cheap  inns  (Croix 
Blanche,  best)  and  a  boarding-house, 
where  as  many  as  50  persons  are 
accommodated  in  the  season.  The 
situation  is  healthy,  eoitre  and  cretins 
unknown.  Side-sadoles  are  to  be  had; 
a  mule  to  the  Col  7  fr.,  1  fr.  bonne- 
main.  There  is  little  advantage, 
however,  in  takingly  mule  beyond  Uie 
Col,  as  it  could  not  be  used  during 
great  part  of  the  way  from  the  Col  to 
Aven^  where  mules  are  to  be  found. 
A  ^ide  charges  12  fr.  to  Sion,  but  a 
pedestrian  well  accustomed  to  moun- 
tains can  find  the  way  without  a 
guide.  After  leaving  Gnon  the  road, 
which  might  be  traversed  by  a  char 
for  the  first  2  hrs.,  keeps  high  above 
the  river,  and  enters  further  into  the 
valley  of  the  Aven^on,  running  nearly 
doe  £.,  and  passing  by  numerous 
ch^ets  and  houses,  through  green 
meadows  surrounded  by  fir-trees  and 
overhung  by  precipices,  through  beau- 
tiftil  pastoral  scenery.  The  road  is 
tolerably  level,  and  about  1^  hr.  from 
Grion  crosses  the  stream  to  the  1. 
bank,  then  goes  through  fine  shady 
woods  for  aTOut  20  min.,  and  crossing 
the  stream  again  reaches  the  chalets 
of  Sottlalex,  beautifully  situated  in  a 
green  plain  with  spruce  Brsall  round, 
and  tremendous  precipices  above  the 
K  2 
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firs.  The  road  now  keeps  a  little  to 
the  L,  and  rapidly  ascends  a  narrow 
ravine  to  the  ch&Iets  of  Ameindasj 
which  are  situated  on  tolerably  level 
ground.  In  one  of  these  is  a  room 
where  it  would  be  possible  to  sleep, 
but  the  traveller  must  not  depend  on 
finding  food,  as  the  pass  is  little  used. 
From  this  a  moderate  ascent  over  the 
g^een  pasture  under  the  precipices  of 
the  Diablerets  leads  to  the  Col  de 
Ch^ville  (6686  fL).  By  ascending  the 
mound  on  the  rt  of  the  Col,  a  fine 
view  is  obtained  of  the  great  chain 
of  the  Alps  to  Monteleone,  and  towards 
the  S.  of  the  bare  peaks  of  the  Tete 
de  Gro8  Jean  and  Grand  Moevran.  The 
descent  from  the  Col  turns  at  first  to 
the  rt.,  then  to  the  1.,  and  is  very  steep 
and  rugged;  there  is  no  particular 
path,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  miss  the 
the  way.  In  about  30  min.  from  Uie 
Col  the  ch&lets  of  ChevUle^  on  a  tole- 
rably level  space  covered  with  rocky 
fragments,  are  reached.  A  little  Inn 
was  lately  built  here.  Keeping  along 
the  stream  a  short  distance  mrther, 
and  then  bearing  to  the  rt,  a  very 
steep  descent  through  trees  leads  to 
the  little  Lac  de  Derborenze,  and  the 
oh&lets  bearing  the  same  name.  The 
valley  here  is  nearly  filled  by  the 
wreck  of  the  fall  of  the  Mont  Diablerets, 
a  name  given  to  the  spot  by  the 
peasantry,  it  is  said,  because  thej 
regard  it  as  the  vestibule  of  helL  This 
mountain  is  composed  of  limestone 
strata,  much  deranged  and  steeply  in- 
clined. The  lower  beds,  being  soft 
and  shaly,  are  disintegrated  by  the 
infiltration  of  water  from  the  vast 
glaciers  on  the  N.£. ;  and,  after  the 
supports  and  foundation  are  thus  re* 
moved,  large  masses  are  detached  from 
the  mountain  into  the  valley  below, 
forming  ^boulemens  of  the  most  tre- 
mendous kind.  During  the  last  cen- 
tury two  catastrophes  of  this  kind 
occurred,  in  1714  and  1749.  By  the 
former,  15  human  beings.  100  head  of 
cattle,  and  55  chalets  were  buried. 
Subterranean  noises,  produced  by 
the  commotion  in  the  mountain,  save 
warning  for  several  days  before- 
hand, so  that  moat  of  the  peasants 
ftnd  their  cattle  removed  out  of  the 


way.  One  man  belonging  to  the 
village  of  Avent  was  overwhelmed 
in  a  chalet  on  the  mountain,  but 
escaped  being  crushed  to  death  Ixy 
two  masses  of  rock  forming  an  anjfle 
over  it.  He  managed  to  support  Ufe 
upon  a  store  of  cheese  laid  up  for 
the  winter,  and  with  water  from  a 
brook  which  found  its  way  through 
the  fallen  rocks.  After  many  weeks 
passed  in  the  dark,  he  at  length,  by 
creeping  and  scratching  among  the 
rocks,  formed  a  passageinrough  which 
a  gleam  of  daylight  appeared,  and 
through  it  succeeided  at  lengfth  in 
working  his  way  out,  returning  to  his 
friends  after  having  been  lost  for  3 
months.  At  the  moment  of  the  fall, 
the  surrounding  district  shook  as  with 
an  earthquake,  a  thick  cloud  of  dust 
rose  high  into  the  air  from  the  friction 
of  it,  masses  of  rock  were  hurled  a 
distance  of  6  miles,  and  the  current 
of  air  produced  by  it  threw  down  trees 
which  were  not  touched  by  the  fall 
itself.  The  inhabitants  of  one  of  the 
neighbouring  villages  enjoy  daylight 
at  a  certain  season  of  the  year  several 
min)ites  earlier  than  they  did  before 
the  event.  The  fieill  of  1749  arrested 
the  course  of  the  Liseme,  forming  the 
little  lake  of  Derborenze. 

The  path  keeps  to  the  W.  side  of 
the  lake,  and  traverses  for  more  than 
an  hour  a  wilderness  of  rubbish  and 
fallen  rocks.  A  little  care  is  required 
to  keep  the  track.  The  scene  is  one 
of  the  utmost  desolation;  overhead 
towers  the  ridge  of  the  Diablerets, 
10,670  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL  Three 
of  its  five  peaks  have  already  fallen, 
and  the  two  which  remain  tnreaten, 
sooner  or  later,  to  follow.  The  moun- 
tain is  again  rent  with  fissures,  and 
scarcely  an  hour  passes  in  which  a 
slight  noise  is  not  heard  or  a  fragment 
of  stone  does  not  fall.  The  accumu- 
lated debris  of  the  mountain  is  said  to 
cover  a  space  of  8  miles.  The  tra- 
veller will  be  reminded  strongly  of  a 
Cirque  in  the  Pyrennes.  'Ae  path 
winds  round  the  mountain  to  the  rt, 
and  in  about  35  min*  from  Derbo- 
renze crosses  the  Liseme  by  a  little 
bridge.  There  is  no  house  near  the 
spot;  in  fact  there  is  none  from  Der- 


Switzerland,        route  59. — passage  of  the  sdcflon. 

borense  to  ATent.  After  about  20 
min.  more  of  rocks  and  stunted  firs 
the  path  begins  to  rise  on  the  L  bank 
along  the  weciplces  which  border  the 
Liseme.  For  the  next  2  m.  the  path 
is  a  mere  ledge,  sometimes  cat  out  of 
the  face  df  the  rock,  sometimes  built 
up,  and  overhanging  sheer  precipices 
of  some  1200  ft  down  to  where  the 
liseme  is  roaring  in  the  chasm  below. 
Though  there  is  no  danger,  the  path 
is  very  narrow  and  far  more  formi- 
dable than  that  of  the  Gemmi.  The 
path  now  passes  through  some  beau- 
tiful beech-woods,  still  upon  a  steep 
slope,  and  then  reaches  the  little 
chapel  of  St  Bemhard,  whence  there 
is  a  fine  Tiew  of  the  mat  chain  of  the 
Alps.  Here  the  TaUey  of  the  liseme 
is  left;  the  path  tums  to  the  E.  and 
descends  rapidly  to  the  Tillage  of 
Avents  about  20  min.  from  St.  Sera- 
hard;  thence  to  Conthey,  where  is  an 
inn;  and  thence  to  the  hieh  road  at 
the  bridge  of  the  Morge,  about  2^  m. 
firom  Sion.  A  guide  would  show  a 
pleasanter  way  through  by  -  paths 
from  Arent 


Route  reversed.  —  Mules  can  be 
taken  from  Sion  to  the  Col  (a  good 
7  hrs.),  and,  if  necessary,  on  to  Grion. 
The  pedestrian  should  take  the  dili- 

Snce  or  a  char  to  the  bridge  over  the 
orge  or  to  Yetroa.  He  wiH  see  his 
rath  as  far  as  the  chapel  of  St  Ber^^ 
nard  plainly  marked  on  the  lace  of 
the  mountain.  When  about  2  hrs. 
beyond  the  chapel  he  must  look  out 
for  the  bridge  on  the  1.  and  cross  the 
liseme.  The  path  throueh  the  rocks 
is  not  very  clear  after  this,  and  most 
travellers  will  be  the  better  for  a 
guide.  Bearing  round  the  mountain 
to  the  1.,  he  will  find  the  Derborenze. 
Crossing  the  bridge  above  it,  the  ascent 
begins  immediately  behind  the  chftlets, 
and  is  very  steep  for  15  min.,  then 
along  a  tittle  valley  for  20  min.,  then 
very  steep  and  mgeed  to  the  Col, 
tomine  at  last  towuds  the  rt.  From 
the  C<u  the  path  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Time  aetually  occupied,  exclusive  of 
stoppages,  ascending  moderately,  de- 
soendi^  fiuter — 
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Brldg*  over  Marge  .     .    .    .  o  40 

St.  Bcrnhard 1  40 

Bridge  over  Llserne  ....  1  45 

UvrboreDze 10 

Ool  de  Ch^vilto 1  ao 

Soalalex l    o 

Qrioo 1  ift 

Bex 1  30 

10  10 

There  is  also  a  path  from  Ardon, 
on  the  rt  bank  of^the  Liseme,  3  or 
4  m.  farther  from  Sion;  but  the  road 
is  said  to  be  as  long  as  that  by 
Conthey. 


ROUTE  69. 

PABSAOE  OF  THE  STVPLON.     SION  TO 
DOMO  d'OSSOLA. 

Post-road}  Sion  to  Domo  d'Ossola 
6f  posts  =  78  miles.  Railway  in  pro*- 
gress  from  Sion  to  Brieg. 

Posts.    Eng-m. 
Son. 


1* 

aa 

10 

I 

Bi 

• 

1 

ai 

» 

f 

ai 

^ 

1 

IB 

9 

u 

^ 

li 

I 

^ 

• 

u 

=• 

lli 

Turtmea 

Tigp 

Brieg 

Berisal 

MmBloii 

leelU     .     . 

Domo  d^)nola 


With  post-horses  the  journey  may 
be  accomplished  easily  in  l)  day, 
resting  1st  night  at  brieg,  2nd  at 
Domo. 

Until  the  BaUioay,  Sion  to  Brieg,  is 
finished— DftTij^tfncM  daOy  to  Domo, 
and  thence  to  Arona,  wbere  the  rly. 
is  taken  to  Mflan. 

Sion  is  described  in  Kte.  56. 

Passing  opposite  the  opening  of  the 
Val  d'Enn  or  Eringerthal  (see  Bte. 
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laiX  through  scenery  rather  lesa 
monotonous  than  that  of  the  valley 
between  Martigpny  and  Sion,  the  first 
town  reached  is 

Siei^re  (Germ.  Siders). — Iwn:  Soleil 
rPost),  good.  1100  Inhab.  Smelting 
furnaces  here. 

[A  steep  but  romantic  path  leads  to 
the  Baths  of  Louche,  turning  out  of 
the  post-road  a  little  way  beyond  the 
town,  before  reaching  the  bridge. 
(Rte.  37.) 

Beyond  Sierre  another  TaQey 
stretches  S.  into  the  main-chain  of 
Alps,  the  very  interesting  Val  d'Anni- 
viers  or  Einnsch  Thai.  Its  entrance 
from  the  Yalais  is  so  small  that  its 
very  existence  is  said  to  have  remained 
unknown  until  the  12th  century,  when 
the  Bishop  of  Sion  discovered  it, 
and  converted  its  inhabitants  from 
heathenism  I     (Rte.  129.)] 

The  post-road,  after  crossing  the 
Rhone,  and  vending  for  some  dis- 
tance among  irregular  hillocks,  passes, 
on  the  rt  bank  of  the  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  of  the  Dala,  the 
picturesque  village  of  Leuk  (Rte.  37). 

Pfynn  {ad  fines)  is  on  the  boundary 
between  the  German  language,  which 
prevails  above  this,  as  far  as  uie  source 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  French,  which 
is  n>oken  below  this.  The  Ffin^r 
Ward*  behind  Sierre,  is  a  strong  mili- 
tary position,  stoutly  defended  against 
the  French  in  1798. 

Susten,  where  there  is  a  small  but 
eomfortable  hotel 

Tourtemagne  (Germ.  Turtman.) — 
TwM :  •Poste  ;  SoleU«  fair.  The 
Turris  Maena,  from  which  the  place 
is  named,  is  now  used  as  a  chapel, 
15  minutes'  walk  behind  the  inn  is  a 
Cascade  of  some  repute.  The  volume 
of  water  is  considerable,  and  its  height 
by  actual  measurement  is  150  ft. 
Though  on  the  whole  inferior  to  ihe 
fall  of  the  SaUenche  near  Martieny, 
it  ia  still  worthy  of  a  visit  by  those 
who  are  amateurs  of  waterfiuls:  the 
scene  is  iaterestiiig  on  aeoount  of  its 
entire  seclusion.  The  neighbourhood 
is  overspread  with  marshes  and  stag- 
nant pools,  and  the  road  is  frequently 
flooded  by  the  swollen  Rhonob    p?he 


wUd  gorge  behind  the  town  leads  up 
to  the  Turtman  Thai  (Rte.  129).] 

Visp  or  Vispach  (Fr.  Vilje)  (/na».- 
Post;  Soleil,  better  and  cheap).  Some 
persons  object  to  sleep  at  Visp,  owing 
to  an  apprehension  of  malaria  arising 
from  the  floods  in  the  Rhone  valley, 
and  at  ftome  seasons  this  fear  is  pro- 
bably well  founded.  Travellers  bound 
for  Zermatt  (Rte.  127)  may  break 
the  journey  at  Stalden,  or  at  St. 
Nicholas,  or  Randa. 

A  noor  village  (2410  ft.  above  the 
sea),  nnely  situated  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Visper-Thal,  up  which  the  Bal- 
frinhom  and  its  glaciers  are  to  be  seen. 
It  was  once  the  seat  of  numerous  noble 
families,  which  have  all  disappeared, 
leaving  only  their  large  houses,  now 
inhabited  by  poor  people,  to  attest 
the  fact.  Tnere  are  2  large  churches, 
the  upper  one  finely  situated.  The 
lower  en.  was  formerly  the  ch.  of  the 
nobles,  and  ultimately  became  the 
property  of  the  family  of  Blandrath, 
the  last  of  the  noble  families.  The 
lands  belonging  to  the  inhabitants 
have  snfiered  severely  from  the  de- 
vastation of  the  Visp  and  the  Rhone, 
and  the  town  now  presents  a  miser- 
able appearance.  Its  misery  was  in- 
creased by  an  earthquake,  which 
began  on  July  25,  1855,  with  a 
very  severe  shock,  and  lasted  with 
diminished  force  for  several  months, 
leaving  only  7  houses  in  Visp  habit- 
able, and  forcing  the  inhabitants  to  en- 
camp. Nearly  sJl  the  ceilings  in  the 
town  fell,  amongst  others  that  of  the 
nobles'  ch.,  which  remained  in  ruins 
in  1859.  The  Poste  Inn  suffered  se- 
verely; and  cracks  in  many  of  the 
houses  are  stUl  to  be  seen.  Vi^ 
was  the  centra  of  the  earthquake, 
which  was  felt  over  an  area  of  300 
miles  N.  and  S.,  250  E.  and  W. 

The  Gamsen  and  other  torrents 
which  foil  into  the  upper  end  of  the 
Valais  are  very  dangerous  neigh- 
bours to  the  villages  and  cottages  on 
their  banks.  The  bed  of  the  river 
Visp  is  nearly  13  tu  above  a  part 
of  the  village,  and  the  Saltine  il 
nearly  11  ft  higher  than  Brieg.  The 
miamble  a&d  poverty-stricken  inha- 
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IntanUi  are  in  oonsequence  obliged  to 
construct  very  considerable  dyxes  to 
restrain  them,  but  even  these  defences 
are  liable  to  destruction  erery  2  or  3 
years. 

The  desolation  which  the  torrents 
spread  over  the  fields,  by  their  debris, 
will  attract  the  remark  of  every  tra- 
veller; and  the  evil  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, as  the  beds  of  the  torrents 
rise  as  fast  as  the  dykes  are  raised  to 
restrain  them,  till  they  flow  along  the 
top  of  a  colossal  aqueduct  or  wall  of  | 
loose  rocks,  which  the  road  ascends  I 
and  descends  like  a  hilL  | 

On  the  road  to  Brieg  glimpses  of  j 
the  Nesthom  and  the  fine  range  of , 
peaks  in  its  neighbourhood  are  ooca-  I 
sionally  to  be  had,  as  the  road  passes 
opposite  the  narrow  glens  that  open 
into  that  little-visited  ran^e. 

The  ascent  of  the  Simplon  ori- 
ginally began  at  Glys,  a  village  dis- 
tinguished by  its  large  church  and 
charnel  -  hottse  filled  with  skulls ! — 
10,000  at  a  rough  computation.  Now, 
however,  a  detour  of  about  1  m.  is 
made  to  pass  through 

Brieg — Inns:  Postej  H.  d'Angle- 
terre,  clean  and  good;  U.  du  Sim- 
plon. Brieg  is  the  usual  halting-place 
of  travellers  before  or  after  crossing 
the  Simplon.  It  is  a  small  town  of 
751  Inhab.,  situated  on  a  sunny  slope 
by  the  side  of  the  Saltine,  and  over- 
iQokine  the  course  of  the  Rhone, 
which  here  makes  a  sharp  bend.  The 
most  conspicuous  buildings  are,  the 
chateau  of  the  family  Stockalper, 
whose  4  turrets  are  crowned  with  tin 
cupolas,  and  the  Jesuits*  College,  The)re 
is  also  an  Unuline  Concent 

[The  upper  valley  of  the  Rhone 
above  Brieg  is  accessible  by  a  good 
char-road  as  far  as  the  Rhone  glacier. 
The  routes  to  the  Grimsel  and  Gries ; 
to  the  iGegischhom  and  to  the  Bel 
Alp,  are  oescribed  in  Rte.  28.1 

For  the  passage  of  the  Simplon 
yoituriers  charge  from  60  to  70  fr. 
from  Bri^  to  Domo.  The  distance  is  i 
about  44  £ng.  m.  Travellers  wishing  I 
to  send  luggage  into  Italy  by  the  | 
diligence  must  oonsini  it  at  the  Post-  ! 
office  on  the  evening  before.  The  ' 
keys  most  be  sent  tied  o?  fiistened  to  i 


the  outside  of  each  pieoe  < 
otherwise  the  luggage   will    be  de- 
tained at  the  Italian  Custom-house 
at  Isella.    Luggage  often  miscarries. 

On  foot  the  distance  may  be  short* 
ened,  but  it  will  require  niU  12  hrs.* 
steady  walking.  The  footpaths  and 
short  cuts  require  a  guide.  )^.B.  In 
September  the  diligence  does  not  reach 
the  finest  part  of  the  pass  till  dark. 

The  construction  of  a  route  over 
the  Simplon  was  decided  upon  by  Na- 
poleon immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Mareneo,  while  the  recollection  of  his 
own  dimcult  passage  of  the  Alps  by 
the  Great  Sl  Bernard  (at  that  time 
one  of  the  easiest  Alpine  passes)  was 
fresh  in  his  memory.  The  plans  and 
surveys  by  which  tne  direction  of  the 
road  was  determined  were  made  by 
M.  Ceard,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
works  was  executed  unaer  the  super- 
intendence of  that  able  engineer. .  It 
was  commenced  on  the  Italian  side  in 
18.>0,  and  on  the  Swiss  in  1801.  It 
took  6  years  to  complete,  though  it 
was  barely  passable  in  1805,  and  more 
than  30,000  men  were  employed  on  it 
at  one  time.  To  give  a  notion  of  the 
colossal  nature  of  the  undertaking,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  number  of 
bridges,  great  and  small,  constructed 
for  tne  passage  of  the  road  between 
Brieg  and  Sesto,  amounts  to  611,  in 
addition  to  the  far  more  vast  and 
costly  constructions,  such  as  terraces 
of  massive  masonry  miles  in  length; 
of  10  gralleries,  either  cut  out  of  the 
living  rock  or  built  of  solid  stone; 
and  of  20  houses  of  refuge  to  shelter 
travellers,  and  lodffe  the  labourers 
constantly  employedin  taking  care  of 
the  road.  Its  breadth  is  throughout 
at  least  25  ft,  in  some  places  30  ft., 
and  the  slope  nowhere  exceeds  1  in  13. 

To  use  the  eloquent  words  of  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  **  the  Simplon  may 
be  safely  said  to  be  the  most  wonder- 
ful of  useful  works,  because  our  canals 
and  docks  surpass  it  in  utility,  science, 
and  magnitude,  but  they  have  no 
grandeur  to  the  eye.  Its  peculiar 
character  is,  to  be  tne  greatest  of  all 
those  monuments  that  at  once  dazzle 
the  imagination  by  their  splendour, 
and  are  subservient  to  general  conve- 
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nience."  Excepting  the  Cenis,  this 
was  the  first  carnage-road  carrieil 
across  any  of  the  higher  passes  of  the 
Alps.  Its  cost  areraffed  about  5000^ 
a  mile.  In  England  the  average  cost 
of  turnpike-roads  is  1000^.  per  mile. 
It  was  tne  wonder  of  its  day  ;  but  the 
triumphs  of  modem  engineering  are 
greater.  The  object  of  Napoleon  in 
Its  formation  is  well  marked  by  the 
question  which,  on  two  different  occa- 
sions, he  first  asked  of  the  engineer 
sent  to  him  to  report  progress—"  Le 
canon  quand  poorra-t-il  passer  au 
Simplon?** 

Tne  ascent  of  the  Simplon  begins  at 
once  from  Brieg,  Aboat  ^  mile  above 
the  town  the  rcMul  leaves,  on  the  rt.,  the 
lofty  covered  bridge  over  the  Saltine, 
now  little  used,  since  most  vehicles 
make  the  detour  by  Briee  instead  of 
goine  direct  to  or  from  Glys,  whither 
this  oridge  conducts.  The  road  then 
makes  a  wide  sweep,  turning  away 
from  the  Glyshom,  the  mountain 
which  bounds  the  valley  on  the  rt, 
towards  the  Breithom,  on  the  opposite 
side,  approaching  a  little  hill  dotted 
with  white  chapels  and  crowned  by 
a  calvary.  It  then  again  approaches 
the  gorge  of  the  Saltine,  skirting  the 
verge  of  a  precipice,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  the  torrent  is  seen  at  a  vast 
depth,  forcing  its  way  among  black 
and  bristling  slate  rocks,  which  seem 
still  shatterra  by  the  convulsion  which 
first  gave  a  passage  to  its  waters. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  ravine,  high 
above  his  head,  the  traveller  may 
discern  the  elaciers  under  which  the 
road  is  earned,  but  which  he  will  re- 
quire at  least  3  eood  hours  to  reach, 
on  account  of  the  sinuosities  of  the 
route.  Looking  back,  he  will  per- 
ceive the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  as  far 
as  Tartman,  spread  out  as  a  map 
At  his  feet;  Bri^  and  Naters  remain 
lon^  in  sight.  It  is  a  constant  pull 
agamst  the  collar  from  Brieg  to  the 
second  refuge.  Here  the  road,  car- 
ried for  some  distance  nearly  on  a 
level,  is  compelled  to  bend  round  the 
valley  of  the  Oanther  until  it  can 
cross  the  torrent  which  traverses  it 
by  another  lofty  bridge,  called  Pont 
''a  Qanther,     The  upper  end  of  this 


wild  ravine  is  subject  to  avalanches 
almost  every  winter,  the  snow  of  which 
nearly  fills  it  up,  and  reaches  some- 
times to  the  crown  of  the  arch.  This 
bridge  is  left  uncovered,  from  the  fear 
justly  entertained  by  the  engineers 
that  the  terrific  gusts  or  currents  of 
air  which  accompany  the  fall  of  an 
avalanche  might  blow  the  arch  en- 
tirely away,  were  much  resistance  of 
flat  timber-work  presented  to  it  The 
road  originally  traversed  a  gallery  cut 
in  the  rock  near  this,  but  it  has  oeen 
removed.  After  crossing  the  bridge 
the  road  turns  down  the  opposite  si&, 
and  then  ascends  by  a  ligzag  to  the 
third  refuge,  called 

BerescU^  or  Peraal,  an  /im,  consisting 
of  2  buildings  connected  by  a  roof 
across  the  road,  where  16  post-horses 
are  kept,  affording  tolerable  fore  and 
beds.  It  may  be  reached  in  2^  hours 
from  Brieg. 

The  first  gallery  which  the  road 
traverses  is  that  of  Schalbet,  95  ft 
lone~-3920  ft  above  Gl^s.  Near  this 
and  hence  to  the  summit,  should  the 
sky  be  clear,  the  traveller's  attention 
will  be  riveted  by  the  glorious  view 
of  the  Bernese  Alps,  which  bound  the 
Yalais  and  form  the  rt-hand  wall  of 
the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The  glitter- 
ins;  white  peaks  of  the  Breithom, 
Aletsch-homer,  and  Viescher-horqer, 
are  magnificent  objects  in  this  scene, 
while  l^ow  them  two  strips  are  visible 
of  the  glaciers  of  Aletsch,  the  most 
extensive  in  the  Alps. 

Fifth  Refuge,  called  SchaM,^ 
"Here  a  picture  of  desolation  suT" 
rounds  the  traveller.  The  pine  has 
no  longer  the  scanty  pittance  of  soil 
which  it  requires  ror  nourishment; 
the  hardy  but  beautiful  Alpine  flower 
ceases  to  embellish  the  sterile  solitude; 
and  the  eye  wanders  over  snow  and 
glacier,  fractured  rock  and  roaring 
cataract,  relieved  only  by  that  stupen- 
dous monument  of  human  labour,  the 
road  itself,  winding  along  the  edges  of 
precipices,  penetrating  the  primeval 
gramte,  striding  over  the  funous  tor- 
rent, and  burrowing  through  dark  and 
dripping  rrottoes  beneath  accumulated 
masses  of  ice  and  snow."— -JoAfMon. 

The  portion  of  the  road  between 
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the  fiftli  fefttge  and  th«  smnmit  is  the 
most  dftneeroiis  of  all,  at  the  season 
when  avaudkohet  fall  and  tourmentes 
arise,  on  which  aooonnt  it  is  provided 
widi  6  places  of  shelter  yiz.  3  gal'^ 
leries,  2  refnses,  and  a  hospice,  wiSiin 
a  distance  of  not  more  than  14  mile. 
The  head  of  the  gorge  of  Schalbet, 
a  wild  recess  in  the  flanks  of  the 
Konte  Leone,  is  filled  np  with  glaciers, 
beneath  which,  along  the  ec^  of  a 
yawning  abyss,  the  rMid  is  necessarily 
conducted.  These  fields  of  CTcrlasting 
ice,  forming  the  Kaltwasser  glacier, 
in  the  heat  of  summer  feed  5  or  6 
furious  torrents,  the  sources  of  the 
Saltine,  and  in  winter  discharge  fre- 
quent avalanches  into  the  gulf  below. 
To  protect  this  portion  of  the  road  3 
galleries,  called,  from  their  vicinity  to 
the  glaciers.  Glacier  OaHeries,  pwrtly 
excavated,  partly  built  of  masonry 
strongly  archea,  have  been  con« 
structed.  By  an  ingenious  contriv- 
ance of  the  engineer,  they  serve  in 
places  as  bridges  and  aqueducts  at 
the  same  time,  me  torrents  being  con- 
ducted over  and  beneath  them  ;  and 
the  traveller  is  surprised  to  find  his 
carriage  suddenly  oriven  in  perfect 
safety  underneath  a  considerable 
water&n.  These  galleries  have  been 
recently  extended  far  beyond  their 
original  length,  for  greater  security. 
In  the  spring  the  avalanches  slide 
over  their  roora. 

The  pedestrian,  ascending  from 
Brieg,  may  shorten  his  way  to  the 
summit  by  at  least  5  m.  by  following 
the  old  horse-track,  which  mounts  the 
gorge  of  the  Saltine,  and  entirely 
avoids  the  detour  to  B^risal.  The 
path  is  steep,  the  scenery  far  less 
interesting,  and  the  way  is,  or  was  a 
few  years  ago,  not  easy  to  find,  as  the 
old  path  had  in  some  places  been  car- 
ried away.  An  unpractised  moun- 
taineer going  without  a  guide  mieht 
easily  get  himself  into  serious  diffi- 
culties. 

A  simple  cross  of  wood,  a  few  yards 
above  the  Sixth  Refuge,  marks  the 
highest  summit  or  culminating  point  of 
rhe  road,  6580  ft  above  the  level  of  the 
.sea.  About  ^  a  mile  beyond  it  stands 
the  New  Hoepicef  founded  by  Napo- 


leon for  the  reception  of  travellers, 
but  left  unfinished^  for  want  of  funds, 
until  1840.  Externally  it  is  a  plain, 
solid  edifice,  containing  several  very 
neat  bed-rooms  for  masters,  a  draw- 
ing-room provided  with  a  piano,  a  re- 
fectory, a  chapel,  and  about  30  beds  for 
travellers  of  the  common  sort  K.B. 
There  is  neither  com,  nor  hay,  nor 
stabling  for  horses.  It  is  much  more 
comfoi^le  than  the  hospice  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard,  and  is  eyen  warmed 
with  a  heating  apparatus.  It  is  occu- 
pied by  3  or  4  brothers  of  the  August 
tine  order,  members  of  the  same  com- 
munity as  those  on  the  Great  St  Ber- 
nard. The  prior  is  the  amiable  father 
Barras,  whose  politeness  and  attention 
must  be  remembered  by  all  who  have 
visited  the  Great  St  Bernard  within 
the  25  years  during  which  he  has  re- 
sided there.  Sevend  of  the  celebrated 
dogs  of  St  Bernard  are  kept  here,  but 
they  are  rarely  employed  in  active  ser- 
vice. The  monks  are  very  happy  to 
show  the  mansion  to  travellers,  and  to 
lodge  and  entertain  them.  Those  who 
can  afford  it  will  always  leave  behind 
them  remuneration  at  least  equivalent 
to  that  which  is  paid  at  an  inn.  The 
establishment  is  similar  to  that  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard,  except  that  it  is 
more  limited  in  extent  and  funds.  (See 
Rte.  135.)      •  . 

From  the  Hospice  a  high  and 
difiicuit  pass  leads  to  the  Saas  Thai. 
(Rte.  122.) 

A  large  open  valley  of  considerable 
extent,  bounded  by  snow-clad  heights, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  drained 
lake,  occupies  the  summit  of  the 
Simplon.  It  is  devoid  of  picturesque 
interest;  all  around  is  oarrenness, 
though  rhododendrons  and  coarse 
herl^ge  grow.  Below  the  road,  on 
the  rt.,  stands  a  small  Tower,  the  ori- 
ginal Hospice  before  the  new  one  was 
built  A  gradual  but  continued  de- 
scent leads  past  the  Seventh  Refuge 
(ruined),  in  about  3  miles,  to  the  v9- 
lage  of 

Simpkm  (Ital.  Sempione).  Inns:  H. 
Fletschorn,  far  the  best,  decent;  Poste. 
Beware  of  attempts  to  detain  travel- 
lers on  pretence  that  horses  are  want- 
k3 
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ing,  and  to  prevent  their  resorting  to 
tM  Fletschom,  vrhich  is  100  yds. 
lower  down  than  the  Foste.  The 
traveller  should  here  supply  himself 
with  a  wooden  sabot  to  save  the  iron 
drag  of  his  carriage,  daring  the  con- 
tinual descent  of  3  or  4  hours. 

By  a  well-constructed  bend,  the 
traveller  reaches  the  Gallerie  d^Algaby^ 
the  first  excavation  on  the  Italian  side, 
about  9  leagues  from  Brieg  and  5 
from  Domo  d'Ossola,  on  the  Danks  of 
the  torrent  Doveria.  The  road  dives 
into  this  gallery,  and  then,  by  a  more 
gradual  slope,  enters  the  Oiirge  of 
QandOy  one  of  the  grandest  and  most 
savage  in  the  Alps,  which  narrows 
and  deepens  at  every  step,  until  its 
precipices  in  some  places  actually 
overhang  the  road,  which  is  squeeied 
in  between  them  on  one  side  and  the 
fretting  torrent  on  the  other.  It  is 
boimded  by  slate  rocks,  whose  smooth 
vertical  sides  deny  support  to  any 
vegetation  ;  only  now  and  then  a  tun 
of  grass  lodged  in  a  deft^  or  a  fringe 
of  fir-trees  growing  above  the  gorge, 
and  visible  at  a  ^at  height  on  Uie 
verge  of  the  precipice,  contrast  agree- 
ably with  tne  unvaried  surfece  of 
black  rock.  The  base  of  these  cUffe 
and  the  bed  of  the  stream  are  in  places 
heaped  up  with  vast  shattered  frag- 
ments, ruins  of  the  mountains  above  ; 
while  loosened  masses  still  hanging  on 
the  slope  seem  to  threaten  the  pas- 
senger below.  ^ 

The  I>overia  is  now  crossed  by  a 
wooden  bridge  called  Fonte  Alto,  an 
approach  to  which  has  been  formed 
by  scarping  the  rock  with  gunpowder. 
Some  way  farther  a  vast  projecting 
buttress  of  rock  juts  out  from  the 
mountain  on  the  1.,  and  seems  to 
block  up  all  further  passage.  It  in- 
deed formed  a  serious  impediment  to 
the  construction  of  the  road,  over- 
come, however,  by  the  skill  of  the 
engineer,  who  has  bored  it  through, 
with  another  of  those  artificial  ca- 
verns. This  Gallery  of  Oondo  is  the 
longest  cut  through  solid  rock  in  the 
whole  line  of  the  Simplon,  as  it 
measures  596  feet;  it  was  also  the 
most  difficult  and  costly  to  make, 
'"*!  account  of  the  extreme  hardness 


of  the  rook.  Hie  miners  were  806* 
pended  bv  ropes  to  the  face  of  the 
rock  until  a  lodgment  was  effected,  to 
commence  the  side  openings,  which 
now  serve  to  light  the  interior*  Op- 
posite one  of  them  is  seen  the  inserip- 
tioa  •*  JEre  Italo,  1805*    Nap,  la^K," 

Close  to  the  verv  mouth  of  this 
remarkable  gallery  tne  roaring  water- 
fiftU  of  the  Frassinone  leaps  down 
from  the  rocks,  close  to  toe  road, 
which  is  carried  over  it  on  a  beauti- 
ful bridge.  Mr.  Brockedon,  an  artist 
of  skill,  as  well  as  a  traveller  of  ex- 
perience, remarks^in  his  Excursions 
among  the  Alps,  that  the  scenery  of 
this  portion  of  the  Val  Doveria,  iu 
coming  from  Switaerland,  bursting 
suddenly  upon  the  traveUer  as  he 
issues  uom  the  gallery,  **  offers  per- 
haps the  finest  assemblage  of  obiects 
to  excite  an  emotion  of  the  sublime, 
that  is  to  be  found  in  the  Alps.**  The 
traveller  should  pause  and  UK>k  back 
after  proceeding  about  40  yards.  The 
rocks  rise  on  both  sides  as  straigrht 
as  walls,  attaining  the  summit  of  wild 
sublimity.  The  little  strip  of  sky 
above,  the  torrent  roaring  in  the  dark 
gulf  below,  the  white  foam  of  the 
waterfidl,  the  graceful  arch,  and  the 
black  mouth  of  the  cavern,  form  a 
picture  which  has  been  spread  over 
the  world  by  the  pencils  of  all  our 
first  landscape-painters.  A  number  of 
zigzags  now  conduct  to  a  bridge  which 
was  carried  away  by  an  avalanche 
during  the  dreadful  storm  which 
ruined  a  great  part  of  the  SimdLon 
road,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1834.  The 
road  is  still  in  places  very  narrow  and 
in  bad  order. 

Gondo  (Gunz),  the  last  village  in 
the  Valais,  consists  of  a  few  miser- 
able huts,  grouped  round  a  singular, 
tall  building,  7  stories  high,  erected, 
like  the  tower  at  Simplon,  by  the  old 
Brieg  fiunily  Stockalper,  in  ancient 
days,  for  the  refuse  of  travellers. 

An  hour's  walk  by  the  side  of 
the  torrent,  which  fUIs  in  a  cascade 
down  the  rt-hand  wall  of  the  valley, 
leads  to  the  gold-mine  of  Ziirich- 
bergen,  which,  though  it  barely  pro- 
duces a  few  particles  of  the  precious 
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metal.  Is  still  worked  in  the  hope  of 
gain.  In  the  winter  of  1842*3  the 
snow  WM  drifted  to  such  a  depth  in  the 
^rge  below  Qondo,  that  the  sledges 
on  which  carriages  were  placed  passed 
abont  100  ft.  above  the  road.  The 
traveller  enters  Italy  a  short  while 
before  reaching  the  Sardinian  village 
of 

Itetla  (/nh  good  and  clean,  though 
small),  where  the  ciistom-hoose  and 
passport  office  are  situated. 

The  tempests  of  1884  and  1839  fell 
with  tremendous  violence  upon  this 
part  of  the  road,  which  they  deatroyed 
n>r  a  space  <^  nearly  8  m.  Every  bridge 
of  stone  was  swept  away  ;  in  some  in- 
stances, even  the  materials  of  which 
the  bridge  was  built  disappeared,  and 
the  very  place  where  it  stood  was 


not  to  be  recognised,  and  it  was  many 
years  before  the  road  was  repaired. 
The  Oallery  of  Isella,  a  narrow  arch 


of  rock  a  little  below  the  village,  was 
flooded  by  the  torrent  pouring  through 
it,  so  high  were  the  waters  swollen.  At 
the  mouth  of  the  Val  Dovedro,  a  hand- 
some new  bridge,  which  supplied  the 
place  of  the  one  demolished  by  the 
torrent  over  which  it  passes,  was  itself 
carried  off,  together  with  a  temporary 
wooden  one,  in  1850. 

Hereabouts  a  change  comes  over 
the  valley,  fh>m  nakedness  to  the  rich 
green  foliage  of  the  chestnut,  which 
shades  the  road,  and  to  that  of  the 
dark  fir  which  clothes  the  summits  of 
the  hitherto  bare  mountains  above. 
The  last  gallery  is  traversed  a  little 
before  reaching  Crevola,  where  the 
Doveria  is  crossed  for  the  last  time 
by  a  fine  lofty  bridge  of  2  arches, 
nearly  90  ft  high,  previous  to  its 
flowing  into  the  nver  Toocia,  or  Tosa, 
which  here  issues  out  of  the  Val 
Formazza,  and  the  Val  Yedro  termi- 
nates in  the  Val  d'Ossola.  The  mule- 
path  ft'om  the  Gries  and  Grimsel, 
passing  the  falls  of  the  Tosa  (Rte.  62), 
falls  into  the  Simplon  route  at  Crevola. 

It  is  now  that  the  traveller  really 
finds  himself  in  a  different  region 
and  in  an  altered  climate  :  the  softer 
hues  of  earth  and  sky,  the  balmy  air, 
the  trellised  vines,  the  rich  juicy  stalks 
of  the  maize,  the  almost  deafoningchirp 
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of  the  grasshoppers  or  tree-crickets, 
and,  at  night,  the  eoually  loud  croak- 
ings  of  the  frogs— the  white  villages, 
with  their  tall,  square  bell-towers, 
also  white,  not  only  scattered  thickly 
along  the  valley,  but  perched  on 
every  little  jutting  platform  on  the 
hiU-sides — aU  these  proclaim  the  en- 
trance to  Italff, 

Domo  <r089ola  (/mu  .*  H.  d'Es- 
pagne,  rood  and  clean,  fair  cuisine; 
H.  de  Ville  or  Ancienne  Poste),  a 
small  and  unimportant  town,  with 
fow  points  of  interest,  save  that  it 
is  Italian— in  every  stone.  Houscii 
with  colonnades,  streets  with  awn* 
ings,  shops  teeming  with  sausages, 
macaroni,  and  ganic,  lazy-looking, 
loitering  lazzaroni  in  red  nightcaps, 
and  bu*e,  mahogany-coloured  leg^, 
intermixed  with  mules,  burly  priests, 
and  females  veiled  with  the  mantilla, 
fin  up  the  picture  of  an  Italian  town. 

There  is  a  very  curious  Calvmy 
above  the  town  well  worth  a  visit  b  v 
those  who  do  not  intend  to  see  Varallo. 

The  Hotel  Albasini,  highly  recom- 
mended as  a  pension  or  boarding* 
house,  stands  outside  the  town,  and  la 
approached  by  a  narrow  but  practi- 
cable carriage-road.  It  is  resorted  to 
on  account  of  the  baths  in  summer. 

Omnibus  daily  to  Pallanza. 

The  ascent  from  this  to  the  Hospice 
of  the  Simplon  occupies  7  hrs. 

^veral  very  interesting  ExcurawM 
may  be  nuide  from  this  : 

rt.  Up  the  lovely  Val  Anzasca  (Rte. 
121),  by  Pie  di  Mulera,  to  Vanzono 

6.  To  the  val  Vegezzo  (Rte.  112). 

c.  To  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa  (Rte.  62}. 

d.  To  Masera  j  the  ravines  near 
the  village  very  fine. 

e.  The  Lake  Megorzo  and  Pal- 
lanza. 

Domo  d'Ossola  to  Lago  Msggiore 
and  Arona  is  described  in  Rte.  111. 


'204 


ROUTE  60.— rTOimUir  TO  THE  JEQQffiCHHORH. 


SectL 


ROUTE  60. 

TCiaTMAN  TO  THE  JBOdlSCBEOBJij 
BY  THE  LOT8CH8ATTEL. 

This  pass  may  well  be  combined 
with  either  of  the  passes  leading  from 
the  canton  of  Berne  into  the  Lotsch- 
thai  (Rtes.  35, 38),  or  it  may  be  taken 
by  any  lover  of  hifi^L  Alpine  scenery 
approaching  the  .^mschhom  firom 
Sion  or  Turtman.  ^Nowhere  can  a 
long  day's  journey  over  snow  and  ice 
be  accomphshed  with  so  little  risk  or 
difficulty,  and  but  few  passes  lead 
through  grander  scenery.    None  of 
the  estabhshed  precautions  for  glacier 
travelling  should,  however,  be  omitted. 
One  of  the  best  living  mountaineers 
had  a  very  narrow  escape  of  being 
lost  in  a  concealed  crevasse  on  the 
XiOtschsattel  where    the  glacier  ap- 
peared absolutely  unbroken.    From 
feppel  to  the  ^ggischhom  is  a  tole- 
rably hard  day's  work;  but  it  is  said 
that  accommodation  can  be  as  well 
obtained  at  the  curb's  of  Flatten  as 
at  the  curb's  of  KippeL    If  so,  the 
day's  journey  across  the  ice  will  be 
notably  diminished,  for  Flatten  is  1) 
hr.  higher  up  the  valley  than  Kip- 
pel.    With  tne  exception  of  a  small 
part    of  the  Lotschen    elacier,  the 
route  presents  no  difficulties.     In  a 
very   favourable  state   of  the  snow 
the  whole  distance  may  be  performed 
in  about  10  hrs.;  but,  if  the  snow 
be  soft  and  deep,  2  or  3  hrs.  more 
may  be  requirea.    As  well  in  order 
to    get  over  the    ascent  before  the 
sun  nas  told  upon  the  snow,  as  to 
secure  daylight  m  case  of  bad  weather 
coming  on  upon  the  vast  snow-fields 
of  the  upper  Aletsch  glacier,  it  is 
advisable  to  start  very  early    from 
Kippel.    About  3^  hrs.  walking  by  a 
tolerably  good  path   up  the  valley 
leads  to  the  point  on  tne  N.  side  of 
the  Lotsch  glacier  where  it  is  usual 
to  take  to  the  ice.    The  lower  and 


uppermost  parts  of  the  LStschgletscher 
are  free  from  difficulty,  but  the  middle 
part  is  a  eood  deal  crevassed.  An 
experienced  guide  has  no  difficulty, 
however,  in  nnding  his  way,  and  the 
summit  of  the  pass  or  LdttcJuattel  is 
reached  in  about  6  hrs.  from  KippeL 

The  scenery  here  is  extremely 
grand.  On  the  N.  side  of  the  Sattel 
IS  the  range  of  the  Gletscherhom  and 
Mittaghom,  neighbours  of  the  Jun^ 
frau;  to  the  S.  is  the  still  higher 
group  of  Uie  Aletschhom  and  Schlen- 
hom.  An  easy  descent  leads  over 
gently  sloping  snow-fields  to  the  main 
stream  of  the  Aletsch  glacier.  If  not 
pressed  for  time,  the  traveller  will  do 
well  to  push  on  to  a  point  near  the 
centre  of  the  main  glacierfrom  whence 
diverge  4  g^reatandnearly  equal  glacier 
highways,  each  about  2  m.  in  width, 
separatmg  the  surrounding  peaks. 
S.W.  is  the  glacier  which  has  just 
been  descended;  N.W.  is  the  branch 
from  the  Monch  Sattel,  between  the 
Jun^rau  and  Monch;    N.E.  is  the 

f  lacier  coming  down  from  the  Griin- 
om-lUcke,  Mtween  the  Griinhom 
and  Wannehom,  over  which  lies  the 
way  to  the  ascent  of  the  Finsteraar- 
horn;  finally,  to  the  S.E.  descends  the 
great  ice-stream  which  carries  down 
the  united  drainage  of  the  other  three. 
These  vast  Allies  Blanches  are  sym- 
metrically placed  so  as  to  form  a 
cross,  or,  as  one  traveller  has  called 
it,  ''The  Place  de  la  Concorde  of 
Nature."  The  guides,  if  they  know 
the  glacier  well,  will  not  fail  to  point 
out  a  mere  speck  in  the  rocks  on  the 
L  hand  in  descending  the  main  glacier, 
which  marks  the  position  of  the 
Faulberg  Cave,  where  adventurous 
travellers  bent  on  ascending  the 
greater  peaks  around  usually  pass  the 
night.  On  reaching  the  curious  Mar- 
jefen  See  the  path  on  its  N.  bank  is 
followed,  and  a  slight  ascent  is  re- 
quired before  reaching  the  ^ggisch- 
hom  Hotel.    (See  Rte.  28.) 
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ROUTE .  61. 

VISSCR  TO  CRODO,  IK  VAL  ANTIGO- 
RIO,  BT  THE  BINNEN  TBAL. 

There  is  no  l^uented  pass  over 
the  range  separating  the  Valais  from 
Italy,  l^tween  the  Slmplon  (Rte.  59) 
and  the  Gries  Pass  (Rte.  62),  a  dis- 
tance of  ahoTe  SO  m.  This  portion  of 
the  main  chain  is  very  iitUe  known 
to  strangers,  or  even  to  the  peoi)le 
of  the  y^ieys  on  either  side.  It  is, 
however,  passable  in  man^  directions, 
though  the  passes,  excepting  only  the 
Albnin,  are  known  only  to  a  few 
herdsmen  and  chamois-hunters.  The 
short  Talleys  of  Slinnm  and  Bappen, 
which  fall  into  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Bhone  near  to  Eekmgen  and  Aemen, 
are  uninhabited,  and  uninteresting  in 
point  of  scenery.  The  only  consider- 
able valley  on  the  S.E.  side  is  the 
Binntn  Thai,  which  pours  its  torrent 
into  the  Rhone  a  little  below  Laax. 
About  3  hrs.  above  the  mouth  of  the 
valley  it  divides  into  2  branches  :  the 
main  branch,  mounting  nearly  due 
E.,  preserves  its  name ;  the  southern 
branch  b  called  the  ffeiligenkreutz  Thai, 
from  the  hamlet  of  JleiligmkretUz, 
where  there  is  a  chapel  resorted  to 
by  pilgrims.  At  the  fork  of  the  main 
valley  is  placed  the  village  of  Birmen, 
where  rough  quarters  for  the  night 
may  be  obtained.  Both  the  branches 
above  mentioned  are  formed  by  the 
union  of  smaller  streams,  each  of  them 
leadinff  to  a  pass  over  the  chain. 
4  of  tnese  passes  deserve  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

a.  The  Albrun  Pass,  the  most 
easterly  of  the  4,  is  also  the  easiest 
and  the  most  circuitous  for  travellers 


bound  for  Crodo,  though  the  most  di- 
rect for  those  who  wish  to  reach  Por^ 
masza  and  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa. 

By  this  pass  there  is  a  paved  track, 
passable  for  horses,  from  Laax  to 
Crodo.  The  summit  is  a  table-land, 
wild  and  dreary  in  aspect.  The  track 
to  the  Val  Devero  and  Crodo  doubles 
back,  and,  having  been  hitherto  nearly 
due  E.,  now  turns  to  the  W.  of  8. 
From  the  plateau  it  is  possible  to  de- 
scend by  a  steep  track,  passing  the 
lake  and  yalley  of  Lebendue,  to  For- 
(Rte.  62). 


6.  The  most  direct  course  from 
Binnen  to  the  Val  Devero  is  by  the 
Col  della  Rossa,  It  is  sud  to  present 
no  difficulties,  and  joins  the  route  of 
the  Albrun  at  the  ch&lets  of  Ponte,  at 
the  head  of  the  Val  Devero. 

c,  A  more  interesting,  but  longer 
and  more  fatiguing  path,  is  that  by  the 
Krieg  Alp,  passing  close  to  a  remark- 
able tower  of  h)ck,  conspicuous  from 
the  ^ggischhom,  caHed  the  Kriegalp" 
stock.  The  valley  of  Heiligenkreuts 
forks  at  the  village  of  the  same  name ; 
the  S.  branch,  leading  to  the  Krieg 
Alp  Pass,  is  followed  up  to  the  base 
of  the  Kriegalpstock.  The  path  is 
not  difficult,  but  is  ill  marked,  and 
might  easily  be  missed  without  a 
guide.  From  the  summit  there  is  a 
steep  descent,  with  rocks  on  either 
side,  until  the  head  of  a  gully  or  ra- 
vine is  reached,  on  the  rt,  side  of  which 
the  descent  is  not  difficult.  There  is 
no  passage  to  the  1. 

These  3  routes  meet  at  the  chftlets 
of  Ponte,  from  whence  there  is  a 
paved  mule-path  down  the  Val  De^ 
vefo,  fiitiguing  enough  to  the  feet. 
The  scenery  is  very  beautiful.  About 
half-way  there  was  a  little  country  Inn, 
called  the  Osteria  di  Devero,  where  a 
bed  could  be  had;  but  this  had  been 
closed  in  1859,  and  the  Editor  has 
not  learned  whether  it  has  been 
since  re-opened.  Before  reaching 
Croveo,  the  first  village,  a  stream  is 
passed  on  the  1.,  which  descends  from 
an  upland  glen,  inhabited  by  a  pe- 
culiar German-speaking  community. 
Their  village  is  called  Agaro,  or  Ager. 
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Passing  through  fine  woodiof  chesnut 
and  walnut,  Qie  path  fUls  into  the 
road  of  the  Val  Antigorio  a  little 
above  Crctoeggia^  where  poor  quarters 
and  civil  treatment  are  to  be  found. 
About  2  m.  farther  is  Crodo  (see  Rte. 
62).  It  is  a  long  day's  walk  to  reach 
Crodo  from  Viesch  bj  any  of  these 
passes.  By  the  Albrun  the  distance 
may  be  accomplished  in  12  hrs/  steady 
walking  ;  the  route  by  the  Krieg  Alp 
requires  13  or  14  hrs.;  that  by  the 
Col  della  Rossa  may  (it  is  said)  be 
accomplished  in  2  or  3  hrs.  less  time. 

d.  To  the  lovers  of  high  Alpine 
scenery  the  most  interesting  pass  out  of 
the  Binnen  Thai  is  that  of  the  Ritter  or 
Boccareceio  PoM^reached  from  Heiligen- 
kreutz  by  following  the  S.W.  branch 
of  the  valley.  calWd  the  Mdtti  Thai, 
A  little  above  the  village  this  again 
divides  into  2  short  valleys,  or  rather 
ravines,  of  which  the  one  leading  S.  W., 
called  the  Oi^l  Thai,  is  followed  up 
a  steep  but  not  difficui  t  ascent.  When 
the  traveller  has  reached  what  he  had 
supposed  to  be  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  at  the  head  of  this  valley,  he 
finds  himself  at  the  lower  extremity 
of  an  immense  amphitheatre  or  cirque, 
about  i  m.  in  diameter,  and  sur^ 
rounded  by  nearly  vertical  walls  of 
rock,  whose  strata  lie  in  horiscmtal 
lines,  like  courses  of  masonry,  to  a 
height  of  1000  or  1200  ft  This  wall 
is  scaled  about  the  centre  of  the  am- 
phitheatre by  a  stiff  scramble,  and  the 
true  summit  of  the  Pasto  del  Boccarec* 
do  (about  9500  ft.  in  height)  is  finally 
attained.  On  advancing  a  short  dis- 
tance on  the  S.  side,  the  traveller  is 
astonished  to  find  himself  at  the  sum- 
mit of  another  amphitheatre,  still 
more  colossal  in  its  proportions. 
A  nearly  circular  space,  about  3  m. 
in  diameter,  is  surrounded  by  the 
highest  peaks  of  this  portion  of  the 
chain  —  the  Hillhorn,  Bortelhom, 
Furkebaum;  and,  chief  of  them  all, 
the  Monte  Leone.  From  ^e  gaps 
between  these  peaks  5  glaeiers  de- 
scend, and  here  and  there  steep  slopes 
of  snow  rest  against  the  walls  of  the 
amphitheatre.  It  is  by  one  of  these 
snow-slopes  that  the  descent  is  accom* 


plished,  for  the  rocks  are  too  steep 
to  be  anywhere  practicsble.  Several 
groups  of  ch&lets  rest  in  the  compara- 
tively level  space  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Cirque,  The  chief  of  these,  where 
there  is  a  small  chapel,  is  called  San 
Giacomo ;  another  group,  higher  up, 
is  called  the  Aipe  Veglia.  If  the  tra- 
veller haf  started  in  the  morning  from 
Viesch  or  Laax,  he  will  probably  find 
it  necessary  to  sleep  at  these  chftlets ; 
but,  if  he  has  made  Binnen  his  start- 
ing point,  he  may  push  on  to  better 
quarters,  taking  one  of  the  herdsmen 
as  guide,  unless  he  be  already  well 
provided.  If  so  disposed,  he  may  re- 
turn into  Switzerland  by  the  glacier 
which  descends  into  the  amphitheatre 
from  the  N.  side  of  the  Monte  Leone, 
over  which  it  is  said  that  the  Simplon 
road  is  reached  a  short  way  below  the 
Hospice,  without  encountering  any 
serious  diflSculty.  In  the  opposite, 
or  due  E.  direction,  there  is  a  passage 
to  the  Vnl  Bondoler,  a  wild,  unin- 
habited glen,  leading  into  the  Val  De- 
vero,  a  few  miles  above  Croveo.  The 
easiest  course,  however,  is  to  descend 
the  valley  through  which  the  Che- 
rasca  torrent  rushes  down  to  intersect 
the  road  of  the  Simplon  near  to  Isells. 
The  passes  above  noticed  deserve 
more  attention  than  they  have  yet 
received.  The  Val  Devero  abounds 
in  fine  waterfalls  and  in  picturesque 
points  of  view.  The  entire  range  is 
extremely  interesting  to  the  geologist. 
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ROUTE  62. 

PASS  OF  THE  ORI£S:— OBSR-OESTELM 
TO  DOMO  D'OSSOLA,  BT  THE  VAL 
FORMAZZA  (pOMMAT),  AUD  THE 
FALLS  OF  TUE  TOSA. 

From  Ober-6  ostein  it  is  a  walk  of 
8  hrs.  over  the  Gries  to  Formazza, 
and  3^  from  thence  to  Premia»  A 
carriage -road  descends  the  valley 
from  Fremia,  where  a  country  carriage 
may  be  hired,  to  Domo  d'Ossola.  A 
guide  is  necessary  over  the  Col  as  far 
as  Frutval,  or  he  may  be  dismissed 
safely  when  you  have  descended 
from  the  Col  |  hr.  Thus  he  may  get 
home  the  same  day,  and  back-hire 
be  saved. 

It  is  a  mule-path,  not  dangerous, 
though  it  crosses  a  glacier,  except  in 
bad  weather,  when  there  is  much  snow 
on  the  col,  but  rather  lone  and  fatigu- 
ing. The  traveller  who  folh)ws  it  willbe^ 
rewarded  by  scenes  of  much  wildness 
and  grandeur  in  the  Yal  Antigorio 
and  JB'ormazza.  The  pass  is  quite 
practicable  for  ladies,  who  may  ride 
across  the  glacier,  which  is  unusually 
free  from  crevasses. 

On  the  Italian  side  of  the  Fass 
the  best  halting-place  is  at  the  Inn 
at  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa,  or  at  the 
German  Inn  (Rossel)  at  Andermatt. 
The  Baths  of  Crodo  are  tolerably 
good  quarters. 

In  crossing  the  Nufenen  or  Gries 
from  Brieg  it  is  useless  to  go  to  Ober- 
Gestcdn.    The  traveller  ascending  the 


Yalais  can  pass  the  Rhone  by  abridge 
a  little  above  Muuster  (/mm  good),  and 
reach  the  E^nenthal  in  an  hour.  The 
distance  to  uie  pass,  however,  is  more 
by  3  or  4  m.  than  from  Ober-Ges- 
teln. 

Below  Ober-Gesteln  rRte.  28)  a 
bri<%ie  leads  across  the  Rhone,  and 
the  path  follows  the  L  bank  as  far  as 
the  village  Im  Loch,  where  it  turns 
to  the  1.,  and  begins  to  ascend  the 
Eginenthal,  a  barren  and  uninterest- 
ing valley,  crossing  the  stream  of  the 
£^nea  above  a  pretty  cascade  80  ft. 
high.  A  hard  climb  of  about  2  hrs., 
first  through  larch-wood,  then  across 
a  sterile,  stony  tract,  and  finally  over 
a  little  plain  of  green  meadow,  dotted 
with  the  chalets  of  Egina,  brings  the 
traveller  to  the  foot  of  the  final  and 
most  difficult  ascent.  Near  this  point 
a  path,  striking  off  on  the  1.,  leads 
over  the  pass  of  the  Niifenen  (Rte. 
C3)  to  Airola  Here  vegetation  ceases, 
snow  appears  first  in  patches,  and  at 
last  the  glacier  blocks  up  the  termi- 
nation of  the  valley,  and  the  path 
makes  a  short  cut  over  an  elbow  of  it. 
It  takes  about  20  min.  to  cross.  The 
direction  of  the  path  over  it  is  marked 
by  2  or  3  poles  stuck  upright  in  the 
ice.  Along  the  crest  of  the  mountain 
runs  the  frontier  line  separating  Switz- 
erland from  Sardinia.  The  summit  of 
the  pass  is  8340  f  L  above  the  sea. 

In  clear  weather  a  magnificent  view 
presents  itself  from  this  point  of  the 
chain  of  Bernese  Alps.  The  descent 
on  the  Sardinian  side  of  the  pass  (as 
usual  among  the  Alps)  is  steeper  than 
on  the  N.;  it  is  also  more  difficult. 
The  upper  part  of  the  Fiedmontese 
valley  of  Formazza,  or  Frutval,  pre- 
sents four  distinct  stages  or  platforms, 
separated  by  steep  steps,  or  dips,  from 
each  other.  The  first  is  called  Bettel- 
matt;  the  second  Morast  (morass),  on 
which  the  miserable  group  of  chalets 
called  Kehrbiichi  (the  highest  winter 
habitations)  are  situated.  The  third 
is  Auf  derFrutt,  with  another  hamlet 
of  chalets,  and  a  small  chapel.  Before 
reaching  it,  the  traveller  talis  in  with 
tEe  river  Toccio,  or  Tosa,  which  rises 
in  the  upper  extremity  of  the  valley, 
and  tenmnates  in  the  Lago  Maggiore. 
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Beyond  the  hamlet  the  path  crosses 
to  the  1.  bank  of  the  stream,  and, 
descending  the  foarth  steep  decli- 
vity, arriyes  at  the  Falls  of  the  Toaa 
(a  good  Inn  has  been  built  here), 
the  approach  to  which  has  for  some 
time  previously  been  proclaimed  by 
the  increasing  roar  of  the  water. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
cataracts  among  the  Alps,  less  on 
account  of  its  form  than  for  its 
vast  volume  of  water,  in  which  it 
is  surpassed  only  by  that  of  the 
Schaffnausen.  It  does  not  descend  in 
one  leap,  but  in  a  succession  of  steps, 
forming  an  uninterrupted  mass  of 
white  foam  for  a  length  of  perhaps 
1000  ft,  while  the  entire  perpen- 
dicular descent  is  not  much  less  than 
500.  Seen  from  below,  it  has  a  trian- 
gular appearance;  above,  not  more 
than  80  ft.  wide,  and  expanding  gra- 
dually towards  the  bottom.  It  is  the 
only  Swiss  fall  combining  great  height 
with  a  large  body  of  water. 

2  m.  below  the  Falls  is  the  village 
of  Frutval,  situated  on  the  4th  pla- 
teau. 2  m.  farther  are  the  villages  of 
Gurf  (Grovello)  and  Znmsteg  (Al 
Ponte).  Peter  Sillig,  of  Frutval,  is 
said  to  be  a  good  guide.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  upper  part  of  the  valley, 
as  far  as  Fo^piano,  are  of  German 
descent,  speaking  that  language,  and, 
according  to  tradition,  descendants  of 
a  colony  from  the  Entlebuch.  Owing 
to  this  intermixture  of  languages, 
almost  all  the  villages  have  a  German 
as  well  as  Italian  name. 

Ibrmazza  (An  der  Matt),  about  28 
m.  from  Domo.  *Inn :  Rossli  (Cavallo 
Bianco),  clean  but  rough.  Here  is  the 
principal  church  of  the  valley. 

[From  the  head  of  the  Val  For- 
mazza  there  is  a  pass,  called  the  Passo 
di  S.  Giacomo,  by  which  travellers 
from  Domo  d'Ossola  or  the  Simplon 
to  the  St.  Gothard  may  reach  Airolo, 
by  Hospital  aU'  Acqua  in  the  Val 
Bedretto.  A  mule-track,  often  faintly 
marked,  leaves  the  Tosa  just  above 
the  falls,  and  leads  in  about  4  hrs.  to 
the  poor  inn  at  H.  all*  Acqua  (Rte. 
63).  When  free  from  clouds  the  view 
of  the  Gothard  range  from  the  top 


must  be  fine.  Another  track,  still 
less  frequented,  leads  from  Formaxsa 
to  Locarno  on  the  Lago  Maggiore,  by 
the  Val  Mageia.  It  takes  8  hrs. 
walkine  by  a  fatiguing  path  over  the 
Oriner  Furca  (7837  ft)  to  reach  Oevio 
in  Val  Maggia.  1  hr.  forther  amidsfc 
fine  scenery  is  Bignasoo  (Inn,  Post), 
from  whence  a  country  diligence  daily 
starts  for  Locarno  (3^  hr8.>1 

The  lower  part  of  the  vale  of  the 
Tosa  abounds  in  exquisite  scenery. 
The  Gorge  of  Foppiano(G«rm.  Unter- 
Stalden),  5  m.  t>elow  Formaaza,  ia 
particularly  grand.  Lower  down  ie 
expands,  and  displays  all  the  softer 
beauties  of  high  cultivation,  luxuriant 
vegetation,  and  thick  population. 

&low  the  village  called  Premia^  8)> 
hrs.  from  Formazza,  where  there  is  a 
small  Inn  (All'  Agnello),  a  stream  de« 
scending  from  the  W.  joins  the  Tosa, 
and  the  valley  changes  its  name  into 
Val  Antigorio. 

•«  The  savage  grandeur  of  the  Val 
Formazza,  down  which  the  river  takes 
its  passage,  and  the  delicious  re^n 
through  which  it  rolls  in  the  val 
Antigorio,  cannot  be  painted  in  too 
fi^lowing  colours.  In  tnese  high  val- 
leys, fully  exposed  to  the  power  of 
the  summer  sun,  there  is  truly  a 
*  blending  of  all  beauties.'  The  vine, 
the  fig,  and  the  broad-leafed  chest- 
nut, and  other  proofs  of  the  luxuri- 
ance of  the  soil  of  Italy,  present 
themselves  everywhere  to  the  eye, 
intermixed  with  the  grey  blocks  rest- 
ing on  the  flanks  and  at  the  feet  of 
the  high  granite  ridge,  out  of  whose 
Recesses  you  have  not  as  yet  escaped. 
Instead  of  the  weather-stained  and 
simple  habitation  of  the  hardy  Val- 
laisan,  sheltered  by  the  black  belt  of 
forest,  upon  which  alone  I  had  glanced 
yesterday,  I  now  saw,  on  the  southern 
declivity  of  the  same  range,  the  sub- 
stantial Italian  structure,  with  its 
regular  outline,  and  simple  yet  beau- 
tiful proportion,  and  the  villa,  the 
handsome  church,  or  the  stone  cot- 
tage, surrounded  by  its  girdle  of 
vines— the  vine  not  in  its  sti£f  and 
unpicturesque  Swiss  or  Shenish  dress, 
but  the  true  vine  of  Italy  and  of 
poetry,  flinging  its  pliant  and  luxu- 
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riant  branches  over  the  rustic  ve- 
randfty  or  twining  its  long  garland 
from  tree  to  tree, —Latrobe. 

lliis  ckanning  valley  is  the  chosen 
retreat  of  numerous  retired  citizens, 
such  as  bankers,  jewellers,  &c,  who 
hare  built  -themselves  villas  in  it. 
The  mica-slate  rocks  occurring  near 
Premia  and  San  Michele  are  stuck  as 
full  of  red  garnets  as  a  pudding  is  with 
plums.  There  are  several  timber-slides 
for  bringing  down  trees  from  the  hieh 
forests.  The  trees  are  floated  down  the 
Tosa,  and  thus  conveyed  to  Milan. 
An  excellent  carriage-road,  finely 
engineered  (viaduct),  has  been  carried 
up  to  Premia  from  Domo  d'Ossola, 
4)  hrs.  good  walking. 

[For  passes  between  the  Yal  An- 
tigorio  and  Tiesch  in  the  Valaid  tee 
Bte.  61.1 

At  Crodo  (OtenxL  Crot)  (/n«,  Leone 
d'Oro)  is  the  Italian  Custom-house.  2 
m.  below  Crodo,  2^  hrs.'  walk  below 
Premia,  are  the  Baths  of  Crodo^  a 
large  and  well-furnished  house,  opened 
1848 :  charge  en  pension  5  frs.  a-da;)r, 
baths  extra.  Tne  establishment  is 
not  very  well  managed,  and  passing 
travellers  are  chared  unreasonably. 
The  waters  contain  iron.  A  spring 
rises  in  the  gardens.  Near  this  are 
gold-mines.  Carriages  and  horses 
may  be  hired  here. 

Below  Crodo  the  carriage  -  road 
erosses  the  river  twice  before  it  reaches 
fikui  Karco,  and  then  enters  the  Sim- 
plon  road,  at  the  lofty  and  beautiful 
bridge  of  Crevola,  near  the  Ceme- 
tery, at  the  junction  of  the  Vedro 
with  the  Tosa.    (Rte.  59.) 

3  m.  farther  on  lies  Domo  d'Osaola, 
(Bte.  59.) 


ROUTE  63. 

PASS  OP  THE  NBPENEN  (KOVENA),  FHOM 
OBERQESTELN  TO  AIBOLO. 

9  hours  as  26  Eng.  m.  This  is 
neither  a  difficult  nor  a  very  fine 
pass.  The  way  is  tolerably  clear,  and 
oy  travellers  accustomed  to  moun- 
tains might  in  fine  weather  be  found 
without  a  guide.  It  is  a  horsepath, 
ascending  the  vale  of  Eginen,  as  in 
Rte.  62,  but,  before  reaching  the  Gries 
Glacier,  turns  to  the  L,  and  crosses 
the  ridge  of  the 

NU/men,  8022  ft.  above  the  sea- 
leveL  Unlike  the  summit  of  the 
Gries,  which  is  covered  with  a  glacier* 
this  pass  has  grass  on  its  very  top^ 
which  commands  a  fine  view  of  the 
S.  side  of  the  Bernese  Oberland 
mountains.  The  summit  is  a  ridge, 
requiring  20  min.  to  cross,  the  highest 
part  bemg  on  the  Valaisan  side. 
The  path  across  is  marked  by  poles. 
There  is  at  times  a  good  deal  of  snow 
on  the  other  side.  The  path  descends 
into  the  Val  Bedretto,  in  places 
faintly  marked,  and  scarcely  distin*- 
guishable  from  tracks  of  cattle.  On 
the  S.  slope  of  the  pass  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  river  Ticino  takes  its 
rise.  The  path  descends  along  its  L 
bank  to  the 

Hospice  alV  Aequo,  a  house  of  refuse 
to  accommodate  travellers,  5000  Ix. 
above  the  sea,  dirty  and  full  of 
fleas,  3  hrs.  walk  from  Airolo.  The 
Hospitaller  is  a  good  guide.  A  path 
ascending  rapidly  through  the  rough 
pine  forest,  crosses  the  valley  from 
this  8.  into  the  Val  Formazxa  to  the 
Falls  of  the  Tosa,  3^  hrs.'  walk  (see 
Rte.  62).  The  Val  Bedretto,  from  its 
elevation,  has  but  an  inhospitable  cli- 
mate; long  winters,  and  frosts  not 


210 


ROUTE  65. — ZifRICH  TO  ROBSCHACH. 


Sect.  I 


uncommonly  in  the  height  of  sammer, 
morning  and  evening.  It  is  clothed 
with  forests  and  pastures,  from  which 
its  612  inhabitants  derive  support  in 
summer;  while  in  winter  the  males 
migrate  to  Italy,  to  seek  employment 
as  servants.  It  is  flanked  on  either 
side  with  glaciers,  and  is  dreadfully 
exposed  to  avalanches  ((  17).  The 
masses  of  fallen  snow  often  remain 
unmelted  on  the  margin  of  the  Ticino 
till  the  end  of  September.    At 

Bedretto  (small  Inn),  the  principal 
hamlet,  the  church-tower,  wnich  has 
been  once  swept  away,  along  with  the 
parsonage,  is  now  protected  by  an 
angular  buttress,  directed  toward  the 
side  from  which  the  avalanches  £ftU, 
so  as  to  break  and  turn  them  away. 
The  valley  leading  to  Airolo  is  very 
pleasing.  In  the  lower  part  of  the 
yalley  a  scanty  crop  of  rye  is  grovm. 

AtrolOf  in  Rte.  34. 

Houte  reversed, — From  Airolo  the 
path,  which  is  good  and  partly  paved, 
descends  to  the  river,  crosses  it,  and 
ascending  to  Villa  recrosses  the  river, 
and  chiefly  through  fields  reaches 

Bedretto.  Here  the  river  is  crossed  and 
recrossed  to  (1  hr.  20  min. )  Hospice  all' 
Aoqua.  Thence  to  the  highest  ch&lets 
1  hr.,  and  to  the  commencement  of 
the  summit  1  hr.  20  min. ;  2  hrs.  40 
min.  to  the  top  of  the  pass.  A  descent 
of  30  min.  leads  into  the  Gries  path  ; 
3  hrs.  Munster  (Rte.  28).  Total, 
9  bra.  50  min. 


ROUTE  65. 

ZiiRIGH  TO  BOBSCHACH,  B7  BT.  GALL 
— RAILWAY. 


Zurich  to  WlnterthuT  . 
Winterthur  to  Wyl  .     . 

,,  toFlawyl  . 
to  St.  Gall  . 

t»        toRonchach 


£Dg.  m. 

lU 
27 
36 
45 


3  Trains  daily  in  about  4|  hrs.  This 
rly.  is  continued  to  Coire  (Rte.  66). 
The  possible  continuation  of  this 
line  over  the  Lukmanier  pass  seems 
the  most  feasible  of  all  projects  for 
crossing  the  Alps  by  rly. 

Zurich  to  Wmtei-thur  Jttnct.  Stat.,  in 
Rte.  9. 

The  rly.  hereleaves  the  Romanshom 
line  and  follows  the  vaUey  of  the  Toss 
as  far  as  Elgg  7  m. ;  6  m.  farther  it 
crosses  the  Murg  and  reaches 

Wy/5'to#.,asmalltownof  2000  Tnhab, 
with  several  convents  {Irm:  Schdn- 
thal) ;  it  then  crosses  the  Thur  river  on 
a  lattice  bridge  448  ft.  long,  and  beyond 
Mawyl  Stat.  (Irm:  Rossli)  the  valley 
of  the  Glatt  by  a  lattice  bridge  of  3 
arches  380  ft  long  and  120  ft.  high. 

Brtiggen  Stat.  8  m.  from  St.  Gall 
the  vaUey  of  the  Sitter  is  crossed  by  a 
wrought  iron  lattice  bridge,  of  clever 
device,  560  ft.  long,  in  4  arches  or  spans. 
It  is  raised  upon  cast-iron  piers  200  ft 
above  the  river,  resting  on  stone  foun- 
dations. These  lattice  bridges  have 
been  extensively  used  upon  Irish  rlys. 

1.  Lower  down  the  stream  is  the 
Krdtzeren  Briicke,  of  2  fine  stone 
arches,  erected  1810. 

A  longTunnel  is  then  passed  through 
close  to 

8t  Gall  Stat.  (St  Gallen).  — /niw 
*Hecht  (Brochet,  Zehnder's),  excel- 
lent, good  cuisine;  Lion,  very  good, 
and  thoroughly  comfortable ;  Rossli 
(Cheval).  A  convenient  place  to 
make  excursions  from. 

St  Gall,  capital  of  the  canton,  is 
situated  in  an  elevated  valley  on  the 
banks  of  a  small  stream  called  the 
Steinadi,  2081  ft.  above  the  sea.  Pop. 
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1 5,000  (4900  Roman  Catholics).  It  is 
one  of  the  principal  seats  of  manu- 
facturing industry  in  Switserland.  The 
manufiMsture  of  Swiu  muaiins  is  the 
most  6ourishing,  but  the  spinning 
of  cotton  is  alM  rapidly  increasing. 
There  are  extensive  bleacheries  in  the 
town,  and  the  neighbouring  slop^es  are 
white  with  webs.  The  embroidered 
curtains  and  ladies*  collars  are  very 
pretty  and  cheap  here. 

The  antique  walls,  however,  which 
still  surround  the  town,  and  the 
ditch,  now  converted  into  gardens, 
tell  of  a  totally  different  period  and 
state  of  society,  and  recaU  to  mind 
the  ancient  history  of  St  Gall.  If 
we  may  believe  the  legend,  it  was  in 
the  early  part  of  the  7  th  century 
that  St.  Gallus,  an  Irish  monk,  left 
his  convent  in  the  island  of  lona, 
one  of  the  Hebrides,  and,  after  tra- 
velling over  a  large  part  of  Europe 
converting  the  heathens,  finall;^  set- 
tled on  we  banks  of  the  Steinach, 
then  a  wilderness  buried  in  primieval 
woods,  of  which  bears  and  wolves 
seemed  the  rightful  tenants  rather 
than  men.  He  taught  the  wild  peo- 
ple around  the  arts  of  agriculture,  as 
well  as  the  doctrines  of  true  religion. 
The  humble  cell  which  the  Scotch 
missionary  had  founded  became  the 
nucleus  of  civilization :  and  fifty  years 
after  his  death,  when  the  fame  of  his 
sanctity,  and  the  miracles  reported  to 
have  lieen  wrought  at  his  tomb,  drew 
thousands  of  pilgrims  to  the  spot,  it 
was  replaced  oy  a  more  magnificent 
edifice,  founded  under  the  auspices  of 
Pepin  TH^ristaL  This  abbey  was 
one  of  the  oldest  ecclesiastical  esta- 
blishments in  Germany.  It  became 
the  asylum  of  learning  during  the 
dark  ages,  and  was  the  most  cele- 
brated school  in  Europe  between  the 
8th  and  10th  centuries.  Here  the 
works  of  the  authors  of  Home  and 
Greece  were  not  only  read  but  copied; 
and  we  owe  to  the  labour  of  these  ob- 
scure monks  many  of  the  most  valu- 
able classical  authors,  whieh  have  been 
preserved  to  modem  times  in  MSS., 
treasured  up  in  the  Abbey  of  St.  Gall ; 
among  them  Quintilian,  Siliua  Itati- 
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i  Marcellinus,  and  part  of 


Cicero,  may  be  mentioned.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  13th  century  St. 
Gall  lost  its  reputation  for  learning, 
as  its  abbots  exchanged  a  love  of  piety 
and  knowledge  for  worldly  ambition, 
and  the  thirst  for  political  influence 
and  territorial  rule.  The  desire  of 
seourity,  in  those  insecure  times,  first 
induced  the  abbot  to  surround  his 
convent  and  the  adjoining  building 
with  a  wall  and  ditch,  with  13  towers 
at  intervals.  Tliis  took  place  at  the 
end  of  the  loth  century,  and  from 
that  time  may  be  dated  the  founda- 
tion of  the  town.  He  and  his  100 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order 
thought  it  no  disgrace  to  sally  forth, 
sword  in  hand  and  helmet  on  head, 
backed  by  their  200  serfs,  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  when  the  convent  was 
threatened  by  ungodly  laymen.  The 
donations  of  pious  pilgrims  from  all 
parts  of  Europe  soon  augmented  enor- 
mously the  revenues  of  the  abbots. 
They  became  the  most  considerable 
territorial  sovereigns  in  N.  Switcer- 
land ;  their  influence  was  increased 
by  their  elevation  to  the  rank  of 
princes  of  the  empire  ;  they  were  en- 
g^aged  in  constant  wars  with  their 
neighbours,  and  were  latterly  entan- 
gled in  perpetual  feuds  with  their  sub- 
jects at  home.  These  bold  burghers, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  owed  their 
existence  and  prosperity  to  .the  con- 
vent, became,  in  the  end,  restive  un- 
der its  rule.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
15th  century  the  land  of  Appenzell 
threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  abbot ;  at 
the  Reformation  St.  Gall  itself  became 
independent  of  him;  and  in  1712  the 
ecclesiastical  prince  was  obliged  to 
place  the  convent  under  the  protec- 
tion of  those  very  citizens  whose  an- 
cestors had  been  his  serfs. 

The  French  Revolution  caused  the 
secularization  of  the  abbey,  and  the 
sequestration  of  its  revenues  followed 
in  1805.  The  last  abbot,  Pancratius 
Forster,  died  in  1829,  a  pensioner  on 
the  bounty  of  others,  in  the  convent 
of  Muri. 

The  Abbey  Chvrch,  now  cathedral, 
was  completely  rebuilt  1766;  it  poe- 
sesses,  in  the  lYeaswy  or  Sacnsty, 
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some  antique  relics — the  bell  of  the 
original  hermitage,  ch.  plate,  &e. 

The  vast  buildings  oi  the  deserted 
Monastery  date  from  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries ;  and  the  part  of  it  which 
formed  the  abbot's  Palace  (Die  PfaU) 
now  serres  as  a  R.  Gath.  Seminary  for 
teachers.  The  Concent  Library  (p^^ 
Bibliothek)  still  contains  many  curio- 
sities, such  as  numerous  Latin  classics, 
MSS.  of  the  10th  and  11th  centuries, 
Greek  New  Testament  of  the  10th 
century.  Psalms  of  the  9th  century, 
various  ancient  MSS.  either  from  Ire- 
land or  transcribed  by  Irish  monks; 
the  Gospels  of  ^nlaam,  bound  in 
ivory  tablets;  Palimpsests,  4th  cen- 
tury ;  also  a  MS.  of  the  Niebelungen 
Lied,  and  many  letters  relating  to  the 
Reformation. 

The  finest  edifices  are  the  Ptiblio 
Seminary,  on  the  road  to  Rorschach, 
containing  the  Museum  and  Town 
Library,  and  the  Orphan  House,  outside 
the  town,  to  the  K.W. 

At  the  Casino  Club  will  be  found  an 
excellent  readtng-room. 

The  Freudenberg,  the  neighbouring 
mountain  on  the  S.E.  of  the  town,  com- 
mands from  its  summit,  about  2  m.  off, 
a  fine  panorama,  including  the  lake  of 
Constance  and  the  mountains  of  St. 
GaU  and  Appenzell,  with  the  Sentis 
at  their  heaiL  A  carriage-road  leads 
up  to  the  inn  on  the  top. 

Exoursion,^Vrom  St  Gall  to  Tro- 

Kn,  Gals,  Appenzell,  Weissbad,  and 
ck  to  St  Gkai— a  delightful  day's 
drive  (Rte.  68). 

Borsoha^^ — Inns:  Hirscb,  good  and 
moderate.  Post  (Krone).  Tni  s  is  the 
chief  station  for  the  lake  steamers, 
Seehof,  Gruner  Baum,  and  close  to 
the  wharf  is  the  important  Terminus 
of4the  two  rly.  lines  to  Ziirich  and 
Coire.  Friednchshafen,  the  terminus 
of  the  rly.  from  Stuttgard  and  Ulm, 
and  Lindau,  the  stat  for  Augs- 
burg and  Munich,  are  each  of  them 
reached  in  about  l^hr.  The  steamers 
also  touch  at  the  small  town  of 
Bregenx,  in  the  Austrian  nrovince 
of  ,Hhe  Vorarlberg,  by  which  is  the 
most  direct  way  to  the  TyroL  This 
little  lake-port  and  town  of  2650  In- 
hab.  is  the  principal  coin-market  in 


Switzerland,  held  on  Thursday.  The 
grain  required  to  supply  the  greater 
part  of  the  Alpine  districts  of  N.  Swit- 
zerland is  imported  from  Suabia,  in 
boats,  across  the  lake,  and  is  deposited 
temporarily  in  large  warehouses  here. 
Much  muslin  is  made  at  Rorschach. 
There  are  extensive  and  convenient 
Swimming  Baths  5  min.  below  the 
town. 

The  deposits  of  the  Rhine  are, 
it  is  said,  forming  themselves  into 
shallows  between  IU>rschach  and  lin- 
dau, which  may  soon  impede  the 
direct  narigation  of  the  lake  between 
these  two  places.  On  the  slope,  a 
little  abbve  the  town,  is  the  large 
dilapidated  building,  called  Statthal- 
tery,  or  Marienberg,  a  palace  once  of 
the  proud  abbots  of  St  Gall,  now  a 
government  School,  Its  Gothic  cloister, 
and  vaulted  refectory  with  bas-reUe^ 
deserve  notice  (date  1513).  It  com- 
mands a  fine  View  from  its  terrace. 
Near  it,  perched  on  a  projecting  sand- 
stone rock,  is  the  desolate  Casueof  St 
Anne,  with  its  square  keep.  From 
the  top  of  the  hill,  behind  Rorschach 
(1  hour's  walk),  you  may  obtain  a 
riew  over  the  whole  lake,  of  the  influx 
of  the  Rhine,  and  of  the  town  of 
Bregenz. 

Bailway  to  Goire.    Rte.  66. 
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Boncboch. 

Altotetten      ....  It 

Bennwald 26 

Sewelen    •    ....  37 

BagftU 4S 

Coire  Terminos  ...  12 

62  Eng.  m.  3  trains  daily,  of  which 
the  fastest  (the  evening  train  from 
Rorschach)  goes  in  8  brs.  20  min. 
(For  information  as  to  steamers  see 
Btes.  8  and  65.) 
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After  leftring  Rorschach  the  road 
skirts  the  foot  of  low  hills  clad  with 
vineyards,  beneath  which  the  yellow- 
bellied  pumpkins  may  be  seen  basking 
in  the  sun,  but  soon  quits  the  margin 
of  the  IsJce  to  cross  the  flat  delta  of 
the  Ehlne.  The  district  around  the 
mouth  of  the  riyer  abounds  in  marsh, 
and  is  by  no  means  healthy. 

A  new  channel  has  been  cut  for 
the  river  into  the  lake.  Weinbwxff  on 
the  height,  is  the  seat  of  the  r.  of 
HohenzoUem  Sigmaringen.  Vme 
view  from  his  park. 

Bheineck  Stat,  (Inns:  Brocket,  Post; 
—Krone)— a  village  of  1370  Inhab., 
on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Bhine,  about  4  m. 
above  its  embouchure,  situated  under 
vine-clad  hiUs.  There  are  several 
castles  on  the  neighbouring  heights. 

St.  Margarethen  Stat.,  a  jpretty  vil- 
lage completely  embowered  in  a  grove 
of  walnut  and  fruit  trees,  is  situated 
near  the  Austrian  ferry,  over  the  Bhine, 
which  must  be  crossed  in  going  to 
Br^^nz,  or  Lindau  Tsee  Handbook 
for  South  Germany) ;  but  it  is  not 
passable  after  dark.  The  railroad 
turns  due  S.  up  the  valley  of  the 
Khine,  trough  a  highly  cultivated 
country  rich  in  gndn,  especially  maixe, 
and  abounding  in  orchards.  The 
Khine  here  is  a  wide,  shallow,  muddy, 
and  unsteady  stream,  constantly 
changing  its  cnannel  and  overiiowing 
its  banks:  it  is  not  navigated  except 
by  wood-rafts,  which  float  down  it. 

AlUtetten  Stat,— (Inns:  Post;  Rabe) 
—a  town  of  7293  Inhab.,  in  a  fruitful 
neighbourhood,  and  in  a  lovely  spot 
commanding  views  of  the  Alps  of 
Vorarlberg.  There  is  a  road  from  this 
over  the  hfll  of  Stoes  to  Appenzell,  by 
Gais,  2  leagues  (Rte.  68),  and  St.  Gali, 
3  leagues:  but  a  new  road  has  been 
made,  winding  round  the  hill.  Those 
travelling  on  foot  or  on  horseback 
should  take  the  old  road  over  the 
Stoss.  The  view  from  i  t  o  ver  the  Alps 
of  the  Vorarlberg  is  celebrated,  and  the 
route  interesting.  Another  road,  over 
the  Ruppen,  lewis  in  3  hrs.  to  Su  Gall, 
by  Trogen  (Rte.  68).  The  female  in- 
habitants of  the  lower  Rheinthal  are 
aU  diligendy  occupied  in  tambouring 


muslin;  much  of  which  goes  to 
England. 

Oberied  Stat.  (/ni»;  H.  du  Cheval) 
to  Feldkirch  in  Austria  beyond  the 
Rhine  is  1^  post. 

Sennwald,  a  vilhura  at  the  foot  of 
the  Kamor  (5730  ft.  high,  3  hours' 
walk,  commanding  a  fine  view  over 
the  Alps  of  Appenzell,  Vorarlberg, 
the  Gnsons):  an  adjoining  peak,  a 
few  feet  higher,  is  called  Uie  Hohm" 
hasten, 

Down  to  the  17  th  century,  the  dis- 
trict which  we  now*  traverse  belonged 
to  the  powerful  barons  of  Hohen 
Sax,  many  of  whose  castles,  reduced 
to  ruins  by  the  Appenzellers,  may 
still  be  discerned  upon  the  heights 
on  the  W.  of  the  Rhine  valley.  One 
of  this  ^Bimily,  a  brave  and  noble 
soldier,  and  a  Protestant,  escaped  with 
difficulty  from  the  massacre  of  St. 
Barthol<ynew  at  Paris,  and  on  his 
return  home  was  murdered  by  his 
nephew.  After  this  foul  deed,  it  is 
the  popular  belief  that  the  blessing  of 
God  was  withdrawn  from  the  race:  it 
is  certain  they  never  prospered.  In 
1616  their  vast  domains  were  sold  to 
Zurich,  and  the  family  became  ex- 
tinct soon  after.  The  body  of  the 
murdered  man  is  still  preserved  in  a 
perfect  condition,  in  a  coffin  with  a 

S^ass  lid,  dried  like  a  mummy,  under 
e  church-tower  of  Sennwald.  This 
circumstance,  and  the  story  connected 
with  it,  have  given  to  the  remains  a 
reputation  for  sanctity ;  so  that,  though 
a  Ptotestant,  the  Catholics  have  stolen 
some  of  the  limbs  as  relics,  and  once 
actually  carried  off  the  body  across 
the  Rhine;  it  was,  however,  speedily 
reclaimed. 

Buchs  Stat.  (/»n :  Sonne).  Above 
it  rises 

Schhss  Werdenberg,  seat  of  a  noble 
family  of  that  name,  who  played  an 
important  part  in  early  Swiss  his- 
tory. It  is  a  conspicuous  white  build- 
ing, in  good  preservation,  above  the 
town.  A  cross  road  runs  hence 
through  the  vale  of  Toggenburg  to 
Wyl  (Rte.  71). 

Seweien  (Inn:  Tranbe).  Rt.  on  the 
height  the  ruined  castle  Wartau ;  1. 
beyond  the  Rhine,  lies  Vaduz,  capital 
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of  the  principftlity  of  Lichtenstein 
(see  Rte.  67);  and  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Luziensteig  pass  Schloss  Gutbarg. 
In  the  backfipround  rises  the  grey  head 
of  the  Falkniss  with  its  chaplet  of 
snow:  the  whole  landscape  is  splendid 
and  full  of  variety. 

Sargina  JuncU  Stat.  The  town  of 
Sargaru  is  passed  a  little  on  the  rt. 
Here  the  road  and  the  rly.  from  Wal- 
lenstadt  and  Ziirich  fall  in.   (See  Rte. 

u.) 

Rcujatz  Stat  (Irms:  Hof  Ragatz,  ori- 
ginally the  snmmer  residence  of  the 
abbots,  and  now  a  bathing  establish- 
ment, and  supplied  with  water  from 
the  hot  springs  of  Pfeffers,  conveyed 
hither  in  wooden  pipes,  12,500  feet 
long;  a  large  house  with  a  fine  view; 
improved  and  more  clean,  usually 
overcrowded.  Hie  charges  to  per^ 
sons  staying  in  the  house  to  take 
the  baths  are  very  low,  but.  for  pass- 
ing travellers  the  charges  are  the 
same  as  at  other  inns  in  Switier- 
land.^H6tel  de  la  Tamina,  tolerable, 
civU  people. — ^Krone.  Ragats  is  a 
village  of  600  Inhab.,  situated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  (tobel)  through 
which  the  torrent  Tamina  issues  out 
to  join  the  Rhine.  It  thrives  from  its 
central  position  at  the  junction  of  the 
great  roads  from  Ziirich,  St  Gall, 
jPeldkirch,  Coire,  and  Milan,  and 
from  its  vicinity  to  the  mineral  springs 
of  Pfefiers,  which  cause  it  to  be  much 
resorted  to  as  a  watering-place,  espe- 
cially since  the  gloomy  and  uncom- 
fortable old  baths  have  been  supplanted 
by  the  cheerful  new  establishment. 
There  is  an  English  chapel  here.  The 
philosopher  Schelling  (died  1854)  is 
buried  at  Ragats.  His  monument 
was  erected  by  the  King  of  Bavaria. 

[No  one  should  omit  to  visit  the 
Old  Baths  op  Pfeffers  (properly 
Pfaffers),  situated  a  little  way  up 
the  vale  of  the  Tamina,  om  of  the  most 
extraordinary  ^spoti  in  Sicitteriand,  ac- 
cessible by  a  road  cut  in  the  rocks  of 
the  gorge.  The  distance,  not  being 
more  than  2^  m..  is  performed  in  f 
of  an  hour,  and  it  takes  only  20 
minutes  to  return  in  a  char.  Small 
carriages  wait  at  the  station,  and 
charge  1.^  fr.  for  each  person,  to  or  i 


from  the  baths.  ThoM  who  are  able 
should  walk ;  it  is  not  possible  to 
miss  the  way;  you  may  reach  the 
baths  within  an  hour  on  foot,  and 
so  miss  none  of  the  beauties.  It  is 
a  delightful  walk,  the  scenery  very 
romantic;  the  torrent  f>rming  water* 
falls  at  every  step,  and  floating  down 
the  logs  of  wood.  Much  of  the  in- 
terest and  original  singfularity  of  the 
spot,  however,  is  destroyed  by  the 
improvement  of  the  access  to  it. 

The  Old  Baths  are  situated  in  two 
large  piles  of  building  connected 
together  by  a  chapel.  Tney  are  built 
on  a  narrow  ledge  of  rock,  a  few  feet 
above  the  roaring  Tamina,  and  so 
deeply  sunken  between  the  rocks  that 
they  may  be  said  to  be  half  buried,  so 
that  in  tne  height  of  summer,  the  sun 
appears  above  them  only  from  10  to  4 

The  hot  springs  of  Pfeffsrs  were 
not  known  to  the  Romans.  There  is 
a  story  that  they  were  discovered  by 
a  hunter,  who,  having  entered  into 
the  abyss  of  the  Tamina,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  game,  remarked  the  column 
of  vapour  arising  irom  them.  For 
many  years  nothing  was  done  to  fa- 
cilitate access  to  them,  and  patients 
desirous  of  profiting  by  their  healing 
virtues  were  let  down  to  the  source 
from  the  clifis  above,  by  ropes,  and, 
in  order  to  reap  as  much  TOnefit  as 
possible,  were  accustomed  to  pass  a 
week  together,  both  day  and  night,  in 
them,  not  only  eating  and  drinking, 
but  sleeping,  under  hot  water,  instewl 
of  under  bmnkets.  The  cause  of  the 
virtue  of  the  water  is  not  very  evi- 
dent, as  a  pint  contains  scarcely  3 
grains  of  saline  particles  ;  it  has  a 
temperature  of  about  98^  Fahrenheit 
The  patients  are  almost  exclusively  of 
the  lower  orders,  and  if  they  survive  a 
residence  of  some  weeks  in  this  place 
they  certainly  ought  to  be  capable  of 
surviving  any  illness. 

The  situation  of  the  old  baths  is 
both  gloomy  and  monotonous,  hem- 
med in  between  dripping  walls  of 
rock,  and  shaded  by  duik  foliage, 
with  only  a  narrow  strip  of  sky  over- 
head, and  with  small  space  or  faci- 
lities for  locomotion  and  exercise, 
unless  the  patient  will  take  the  road 
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to  BagatE  or  scale  the  sides  of  the 
valley  above  him.  To  one  fresh 
arrived  from  the  upper  world,  its 
meadows  and  sunshine,  a  visit  to 
FfefFers  has  all  the  effect  of  being  at 
the  bottom  of  a  well  or  a  mine,  except 
for  a  few  hours  at  midday.  The  at- 
mosphere is  kept  at  one  regular  tem- 
perature of  chilliness  by  the  perpetual 
draught  brought  down  by  the  torrent; 
and  the  solitary  and  imprisoned  ray 
of  sunshine  which  about  noon,  and 
for  an  hour  or  two  afterwards,  finds 
its  way  into  these  recesses,  is  in- 
sufficient to  impart  permanent  warmth 
or  cheerfulness.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
that  few  English  travellers  would  be 
disposed  to  make  any  stay  here.  A 
passing  visit  of  a  few  nours  will 
satisfy  the  curiosity  of  most  persons. 
No  one,  however,  should  depart  with- 
out visiting  the 

Source  of  the  hot  spring. 

A  few  yards  above  the  old  baths, 
the  sides  of  the  ravine  of  the  Tamina 
contract  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
so  as  to  approach  within  a  few  feet 
of  each  otner;  a  little  farther  they 
even  close  over  and  cover  up  the 
river,  which  is  seen  issuing  out  of  a 
cavernous  chasm.  The  springs  are 
reached  through  the  bath-house, 
whence  a  bridge  of  planks  across 
the  Tamina  leads  to  the  entrance, 
which  is  closed  by  a  door.  The 
bridge  is  prolongea  into  the  goige, 
in  the  shape  of  a  scaffolding  or  shelf, 
suspended  by  iron  stanchions  to  the 
rocks,  and  partly  laid  in  a  niche  cut 
out  of  the  side.  It  has  been  much  im- 
proved of  late.  It  is  carried  all  along 
the  chasm  as  far  as  the  hot  spring, 
and  affords  the  only  means  of  ap- 
proach to  it,  as  the  sides  of  the  rent 
are  vertical,  and  there  is  not  an  inch 
of  room  between  them  and  the  torrent, 
for  the  sole  of  a  foot  to  rest.  For- 
merly the  passage  was  along  two, 
sometimes  one  plank,  unprotected  by 
railings  ;  at  present  a  platform,  4  feet 
'wide,  furnished  with  a  hand-rail,  ren- 
ders the  approach  to  the  spring  easy 
for  the  most  timid,  and  perfectly  free 
firom  risk.     Each  person  pays  1  fr. 


for  admittance.  A  few  ^ards  from 
the  entrance,  the  passa^  is  darkened 
by  the  overhanging  rock.  The  sudden 
chill  of  an  atmosphere  never  visited  by 
the  sun's  rays,  the  rushing  and  roaring 
of  the  torrent,  30  or  40  feet  below,  the 
threatening  position  of  the  rocks  above, 
have  a  grand  and  striking  effect ;  but 
this  has  been  diminished  by  modem 
improvements,  which  have  deprived 
the  visit  to  the  g^rge  of  even  the 
semblance  of  danger.  In  parts  it  is 
almost  dark,  where  the  siaes  of  the 
ravine  overlap  one  another,  and  ac- 
tually meet  over-head,  so  as  to  form  a 
natural  arch.  The  rocks  in  many 
places  show  evident  marks  of  having 
been  ground  away,  and  scooped  out  by 
the  rushing  river,  and  by  the  stones 
brought  down  with  it  For  several 
hundred  yards  the  river  pursues  an 
almost  subterranean  course,  the  roof 
of  the  chasm  being  the  floor,  as  it 
were,  of  the  valley.  In  some  places 
the  roots  of  the  trees  are  seen  danelinff 
through  the  crevice  above  your  heac^ 
and  at  one  particular  spot  you  find 
yourself  under  the  arch  of  the  natural 
bridge  leading  to  the  staircase  men- 
tion^ farther  on.  Had  Virgil  or 
Dante  been  aware  of  this  spot,  they 
would  certainly  have  conducted  theft 
heroes  through  it  to  the  jaws  of  the 
infernal  regions. 

The  shelf  of  planks  extends  more 
than  \  m.  from  the  baths.  At  its  ex- 
tremity, at  the  bottom  of  a  cavern  in 
the  rocks,  rise  the  springs,  the  tem- 
perature being  about  100^  Fahrenheit; 
the  water  is  received  into  a  reservoir 
nearly  15  feet  deep,  from  which  it  is 
conducted  in  pipes  to  the  baths.  The 
first  baths  were  miserable  hovels, 
built  over  the  spring,  and  suspended, 
like  swallows'  nests,  to  the  face  of  the 
rock  :  the  only  entrance  to  them  was 
by  the  roof,  and  the  sick  were  let 
down  into  them  by  ropes  and  pulleys. 
Marks  of  these  hovels  are  still  to  be 
seen  on  the  rocks.  The  springs  gene- 
rally cease  to  flow  in  winter,  but  burst 
forth  ag^in  in  spring  ;  they  are  most 
copious  when  the  snow  has  Allien  in 
abundance,  and  continue  till  autumn, 
after  which  their  fountains  are  again 
sealed.    Hie  water  has  little  taste  or 
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smell ;  it  bears  some  resemblance,  in 
its  mineral  contents,  to  that  of  Ems, 
and  is  used  both  for  bathing  and 
drinking. 

After  emerging  from  the  gorge,  at 
the  bath-house,  we  traveller  maj  as- 
cend the  valley  above  it  hy  a  well- 
marked  track ;  ascending  the  steep  1. 
bank,  and  then  keeping  to  the  L,  and 
descending^  a  littlej  he  will  in  about 
half  a  mile  cross  by  a  natural  bridge 
of  rock,  beneath  which  the  Tamina, 
out  of  sight  and  hearing  from  above, 
forces  its  way  into  the  gorge  of  the 
hot  spring.  A  steep  path  or  stair- 
case  (Steige)  formed  of  trunks  or 
roots  of  trees,  on  the  rt.  bank,  is 
then  met  with,  ascending  which,  you 
reach  an  upper  stage  of  the  valley, 
formed  of  gentle  slopes,  and  covered 
with  verdant  pasture  on  one  side,  and 
with  thick  woods  on  the  other.  The 
two  sides  are  separated  by  the  deep 
gash  and  narrow  gorge,  alone  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Tamina  forces 
its  way.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
point  for  obtaining  a  ^neral  view  of 
the  baths  and  this  smgular  spot  in 
which  they  are  sunken.  On  looking 
over  the  veree  of  the  precipice,  you 
perceive,  at  toe  bottom  of  the  ravme, 
at  the  depth  of  300  feet  below,  the 
roofs  of  the  two  larse  buildings,  like 
cotton  factories  in  size  and  structure. 
The  upper  valley,  also,  with  its  carpet 
of  bnefnt  g^reen,  its  woods,  and  the 
bare  limestone  clifis  which  border  it 
on  either  hand,  and  above  all,  the 
huge  peak  of  the  Falkniss,  rising  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Rhine,  Form 
a  magnificent  landscape. 

A  char-road  runs  from  the  top  of  the 
Steige  along  the  rt  bank  of  tne  Ta- 
mina, through  a  wood  and  meadows, 
to 

The  Convent  of  Pfeffers^  a  vast  edi- 
fice, but  not  otherwise  remarkable  : 
it  was  built  1665,  in  place  of  one  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  It  encloses  a  church 
in  tne  centre,  like  all  the  convents  of 
the  Benedictine  order.  It  is  finely 
placed  on  an  elevated  mountain-plat- 
form, commanding,  on  one  side,  the 
vidley  of  the  Rhme,  backed  by  the 
majestic  Falkniss  ;  on  the  other,  open- 
ing out  towards  the  lake  of  WaUen- 


stadt  and  the  peaks  of  the  Sieben 
Kurfarsten.  This  Benedictine  mo- 
nastery, founded  713,  was  suppressed, 
after  an  existence  of  10  centuries,  in 
1838,  by  a  decree  of  the  government 
of  the  canton  of  St  Gall,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  finances  of  the  convent 
having  become  involved,  and  at  the 
request  of  a  majority -of  the  brethren. 
The  Government  pensioned  the  ab- 
bot and  the  monks;  agents  of  the 
canton  took  possession  of  the  convent 
and  all  that  belonged  to  it,  and  have 
converted  it  into  a  lunatic  asylum. 

The  convent  once  possessed  a  very 
extensive  territory;  its  abbots  were 
princes;  but  the  French,  as  usual,  ap- 
propriated their  revenues;  and  at  the 
termination  of  the  French  rule,  but  a 
small  part  of  their  property  was  re- 
stored to  them,  including  the  baths. 
This  is  now  appropriated  to  pious 
works,  the  education  of  the  people,  &c. 
The  revenues  of  the  convent  were 
valued  at  216,365  Swiss  florins. 

Near  the  convent  stands  the  ruined 
castle  of  Wartenstein, 

A  pretty,  but  bad,  char-road  zi?- 
zaggine  down  through  woods  leads 
from  the  convent  btu^k  to  Hof  Ba- 
gatz. 

The  pedestrian  going  to  Coire  need 
not  return  to  Ragatz  after  ascending 
the  Steige,  but  may  pass  the  convent 
and  proceed  to  the  Untere-ZoU- 
Briicke;  or  he  may  proceed  to  Rei- 
chenau  by  KunkeU  (see  below,  d). 

The  Kalanda,  or  Galandaberg  rthe 
mountain  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Ta- 
mina, above  the  old  baths,  which  se- 
parates the  valley  from  that  of  the 
Rhine),  is  sometimes  ascended  on  ac- 
count of  the  view  from  its  top — ^a 
5-hours*  climb.  Bough  accommoda- 
tion for  the  night  may  be  obtained  at 
the  chAlets  called  Obem  Maiensdss^ 
about  2  hrs.  below  the  summit  Many 
other  interesting  Excursions  may  be 
conveniently  made  from  Hof  Raeatz, 
but  there  appear  to  be  no  good  saoidle- 
horses. 

a.  To  Luziensteigy  a  remarkable  for- 
tified pass,  beyond  the  Rhine,  1^ 
league  from  Kagatz,  between  the 
FliUchberg  and  the  Falkniss.    The 
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ascent  of  the  Fldschberg  from  Luzien- 
steig  is  now  made  by  a  carriage-road 
reaching  in  succession  the  various 
forts,  and  the  view  from  its  top,  and 
down  the  tremendous  precipice  which 
scarps  one  side  of  it,  is  very  striking. 

6.  To  the  Priittigau  and  FiderU 
(Rte.  98),  returning  by  the  Schalfik. 

c.  To  the  top  of  the  Graue  Hdmer^ 
an  ascent  requiring  5  hrs. — 8760  ft — 
whence  you  may  see  the  Lake  of 
Constance  over  the  peaks  of  the 
Kurfursten. 

d.  By  the  JTtm^^/s  pass  to  Reichenau 
on  the  SplUgen.  This  -  pass  is  not 
very  striking,  but  is  a  cnange  from 
the  high  ro^l.  There  is  a  tolerable 
char-road  to  Y attis,  and  in  foct  a  char 
might  be  taken  to  die  foot  of  the  coL 
The  char-road  goes  past  the  convent, 
but  the  pedestrian  can  go  by  the 
old  baths,  and  ascend  the  Steige,  the 
path  from  which  falls  into  the  char- 
road.  The  char-road  proceeds  along 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Tamina,  past 
many  small  slate-works,  to  the  hamlet 
of  Vadura.  The  valley  is  here  tole- 
rably wide  and  fertile;  soon  afterwards 
however  it  contracts  and  becomes 
walled  in  with  tremendous  precipices 
on  each  side,  pines  growing  on  them 
wherever  there  is  room.  In  1  hr. 
1 5  min.  from  the  top  of  the  Steige  the 
Talley  turns  to  the  rt.  and  opens  out, 
then  Vattis  is  reached,  a  small  village 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Kalfeuser  Thai, 
where  bread  and  wine,  and  perhaps  a 
bed,  might  be  procured.  The  path 
now  keeps  to  the  L  over  green  mea- 
dows, the  bare  precipices  of  the  Ga- 
landa  overhanging  on  the  L  The 
numerous  ch&lets  of  Kunkela  are  next 
reached,  and  then  the  foot  of  the  col, 
where  the  L  path  must  be  taken;  and 
a  steep  ascent  of  20  min.  leads  to  the 
head  of  the  pass.  There  is  not  much 
view  from  the  col  itself.  Keeping 
again  1.,  the  path  plunges  into  the 
ravine  of  Foppa,  ana  by  a  very  steep 
descent,  affording  occasionally  fine 
views  of  the  viuley  of  the  ithine, 
Tamins  is  reached  and  then  Reiche- 
nau (Rte.  87).    Time,  fair  walking— 


R«0au.  bra.  min. 

Steige 1       0 

Yattis 2        0 

Kunkela 1      26 

Col  .......  0      SO 

Beichenan.     .    •    .    .  1      20 

Total     .     .    .    ti      0 

A  French  detachment  crossed  this 
pass  in  1799,  drove  out  the  Austrians, 
and  plundered  Tamins. 

e.  The  excursion  up  the  Kalfeuser- 
Thai  towards  the  glaciers  of  the  Sar- 
dona  is  seldom  miMe,  but  the  scenery 
is  very  grand.  As  far  as  Vattis  the 
path  IS  the  same  as  that  over  the 
Kunkels.  There  is  a  pass,  said  to  be 
very  difficult,  over  the  Sardona  glacier 
to  Flims  (Rte.  79). 

/.  Those  who  do  not  intend  to  cross 
into  Italy  may  visit  the  Via  Mala  and 
return  in  a  long  day. 


The  rly.  now  crosses  the  Rhine 
by  a  covered  wooden  bridge,  and 
passes  out  of  canton  St.  Gall  into 
the  Orisons,  to 

Mayenfeld  Stat,  {Irm:  Alte  Post), 
a  little  walled  town  immediately 
opposite  to  Ragatx,  and  about  12 
*m,  from  Coire,  containing  an  an- 
cient tower  said  to  have  been  buUt 
in  the  4th  cent  by  the  Emperor 
Constantius.  The  Tidley  of^  the 
Rhine  has  a  grand  appearance  from 
this  point.  The  peak  of  the  Falk- 
niss  IS  a  conspicuous  and  striking 
object  in  the  view  to  the  N.E.  The 
Rhine  alone  is  unpieturesqne,  from 
the  width  of  its  bed  and  the  large 
space  of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  left 
bare  in  summer.  Its  bed  is  constantly 
risinff,  so  as  to  threaten  more  fearful 
inundations;  and  a  plan  has  been 
proposed,  by  M.  la  Nicca,  of  cutting  a 
new  channel  for  its  unruly  stream, 
from  this  point  as  far  as  the  Lake 
of  Constance.  The  railroad  to  Coire 
is  carried  along  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  crossing  the 

Landquart  {Stat,),  an  impetuous  tor- 
rent, descending  from  the  valley  of 
Prattigau  (Rte.  98),  which  here  enters 
the  Rhine.    Diligence  to  Davos. 

Beyond  this,  the  Convent  of  Pfeffurs 
I. 
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is  visible  from  the  road;  the  snowy 
heights  of  the  Oakmda  rise  into  sight 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Rhine; 
and  the  ruins  of  feudal  castles,  perched 
upon  rocky  .knolls,  overlooking  the 
valley,  give  a  highly  picturesque  cha- 
racter to  the  scene.  One  of  the  most 
conspicuous  is  Haldenstein,  nearly  op- 
posite Coire.    The  last  station  is 

Zizers{Inn:  Krone),  near  which  is 
Molinara,  the  fine  country-seat  of  the 
Bishops  of  Coire. 

From  the  valleys  on  each  side  be- 
tween the  mountains  proceed  torrents, 
which  have  borne  aown  the  debris 
ot  the  mountains,  and  have  thereby 
formed  long  hills,  reaching  to  the 
Bhine.  The  highest  parts  of  these 
hills,  next  the  mountains,  must  be 
several  hundred  feet  high,  whence 
they  gpradually  slope  away.  The  road 
regularly  ascends  the  hiUs,  crosses 
the  bed  c^  the  torrent  at  the  top,  and 
then  descends. 

C<nre  Terminm  (Germ.  Ckw ;  Ro- 
mansch,  OaeraS)  —  InM:  *H.  Luk- 
manier,  near  the  rly.  stat,  good  and 
moderate; — Weisses  Kreutz  (White 
Cross),  and  Freyeok,  united;— Capri- 
corn, or  Steinbock,  outside  the  town, 
civil  people  ;  good.  The  wine  of  the 
Valteline  is  generally  consumed  in 
the  Grisons,  but  Completer,  which 
g^ws  on  the  Rhine,  near  Malans,  is 
very  good,  and  should  by  all  means 
be  tri^  here. 

Coire,  capital  of  the  Grisons,  the 
(hiria  Rcetorum  of  the  Romans,  is  an 
ancient  waUed  tO¥m  of  7560  Inhab. 
n700  Rom.  Catholics),  about  a  mile 
m>m  the  Rhine.  Its  prosperity  arises 
ahnost  entirely  from  the  high  roads 
upon  which  it  stands,  which  form  the 
channel  of  oommunioation  from  Italy 
into  Switzerland  and  Western  Ger- 
many. Coire  is  the  staple  place  of  the 
goods  transported  over  the  two  great 
Alpine  carriage-roads  of  the  Spliigen 
and  Bemardin.  It  is  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Coimcil  of  the  GrisOHs;  a 
member  of  which  claims  the  title  of 
••Your  Wisdom"  ("Euer  Weisheit**). 

The  town  has  narrow  streets,  and 
stands  on  uneven  ground,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  magnncient  Glen  of  the 
Sohaijik-tfuil ;  some  curious  domestic 


architecture  will  be  found  in  it.  The 
Bishop's  Palace  and  the  quarter  around 
it,  inhabited  by  the  Roman  Catholics, 
occupy  the  summit  of  an  eminence 
and  are  separated  from  the  rest  bj 
walls  and  battlements,  closed  by  double 
gates.  Here  is  situated  the  Ch.  of  St, 
Lucius,  or  the  Ihm,  a  curious  example 
of  early  pointed  Gothic,  including 
fragments  of  earlier  buildings,  fi 
is  entered  from  the  W.  by  a  round- 
arched  portal  supported  on  monsters. 
The  choir  is  raised  on  steps,  leaving 
open  to  the  nave  the  crypt  beneath, 
which  rests  on  a  single  pier,  whose 
base  is  a  monster.  The  statues  of 
the  Four  Evangelists,  Janus-like,  in 
pairs,  standing  upon  lions,  are  very 
ancient  There  are  singular  old  carv- 
ings and  painting^  and  numerous 
monuments  of  the  noble  Grison  fami- 
lies. There  is  a  sacraments-house 
with  metal  door,  and  two  other  fine 
shrines,  and  some  candlesticks  of  metaL 
In  the  sacristy  are  preserved  the 
l}ones  of  St.  Lucius,  a  British  king, 
and  the  founder  of  St  Peter's  Ch., 
Cornhill,  and  some  specimens  of  church 
plate,  a  bishop's  crozier,  a  monstrance 
of  the  14th  centy.,  shrines,  &c 

The  Episcopal  Palace  (Hof),  near 
the  church,  is  an  antique  building; 
the  staircase  and  halls  are  sing^arly 
decorated  with  stucco  work.  The 
bishop's  private  chapel  is  in  the  heart 
of  an  ola  Roman  tower  called  Maradi, 
attached  to  the  N.E.  side  of  the  palace. 
St  Lucius  was  put  to  death  m  this 
tower.  In  anotner  wing  is  a  rude 
Dance  of  Death,  much  mutilated. 
There  is  a  secondRoman  tower,^jpind/, 
in  an  angle  of  the  walls. 

Behind  the  Palace  is  a  kind  of  ra- 
vine, lined  with  vineyards,  across  which 
a  path  leads  to  the  Poman  CaViolic  Se- 
minartf,  from  which  is  a  picturesque 
view  of  the  town.  There  is  a  consider- 
able collection  of  Romansch  literature 
in  the  Library  of  the  Cantonal  Schools, 

Besides  the  roads  from  Coire  to 
Italy,  by  the  Spltigen  (Rte.  87)  and 
Bemardin  (Rte.  91),  several  roads 
lead  in  different  directions  through 
the  Grisons. 

Diligences  every  day  to  Milan,  by 
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the  Splugen,in  29hra.;  to  Bellinzonai 
by  the  Bemardin,  in  17  hrs.;  to  Sama- 
den  (daily)  in  12  hrs.,  and  the  £n- 
raidine,  over  the  Julier  Pass.  (See 
JKte.  92.) 

Tha  Romansch  or  Rvanonsch  Language. 

The  Romansch  (properly  the  Roto- 
Romansch)  langpiage  is  one  of  those 
which,  in  the  course  of  the  middle 
ages,  took  their  rise  from  the  common 
or  Bustic  Latin  (Lingua  Bomana 
rustica),  spoken  in  different  parts  of 
the  Roman  empire  in  Europe.  The 
Provencal  of  the  S.  of  France  is  ano- 
ther, and  the  Wallachian  (Bomouni) 
is  a  third  of  these  tongues  still  exist- 
ing. The  Bffito-Bomansch  was  at  one 
time  spoken  all  through  the  Boman 
province  of  RcBtia^  which  included  the 
modem  countries  of  the  Grisons,  the 
Tyrol,  and  the  adjacent  districts  of 
Switzerland  and  S.  Germany,  where 
many  Romansch  proper  names  of 
places  still  remain,  though  the  inha- 
bi  tants  speak  German,  l^sides  a  con- 
siderable mixture  of  pure  Grerman, 
the  Bseto-Bomansch  contains  several 
hundred  words,  relating  to  Alpine  life 
and  occupations,  derived  from  the 
aboriginal  Alpine  tribes,  whom  Livy 
asserts  to  have  been  related  to  the 
Etruscans. 

The  population  of  the  Grisons,  in 
1850,  amounted  to  88,935,  of  whom 
about  50,000  speak  Bomansch,  30,000 
German,  and  8000  Italian  (in  the  S. 
districts  of  Misocco,  Bregaglia,  and 
Puschiavo).  As  regards  grammatical 
differences,  the  ^mansch  of  the 
Grisons  is  divided  into  three  principal 
dialects,  which  prevail  in — 1.  The 
Upper  Engine;  2.  Lower  Engadine; 
3.  The  Oberland,  or  country  *'  above 
and  below  the  forest" 

The  literature  of  the  Bseto-Bo- 
mansch  languaee  dates  back  to  the 
latter  half  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
b^inning  with  popular  sonn  relating 
to  warlike  exploits,  8uccee£d  in  1525 
by  an  epic  poem  by  Johannes  Travers, 
a  chief  actor  in  the  events  he  describes. 
The  first  printed  book  was  the  trans- 
lation of  the  New  Testament  into  the 
dialect  of  the  Upper  Engadine   by 


Tachem  Bifron,  a  lawyer  of  Samaden. 
It  was  published  1560,  and  had  great 
influence  in  the  extensive  spread  of 
the  Beformation  through  the  whole 
Bsetian  Valley  of  the  Inn.  It  was 
followed  by  other  translations  of  the 
whole  Bible,  by  books  of  praver,  cate- 
chisms, &C.,  tutraghont  the  Romansch 
Grisons;  and  the  example  set  by  the 
Protestants  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  Boman  Catholics. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Grisons  are  bilinguals,  who,  if  they 
speak  Bomansch,  speak  Italian  or 
German  likewise.  The  laws  are  written 
and  the  edicts  of  Government  are  pub- 
hshed  in  Btmiansoh,  and  there  are  two 
Bomansch  newspapers  —  *  Amity  del 
Pievel'  (the  Fnend  of  the  People), 
ultramontane,  published  at  Coire  in 
the  diidect  of  the  Oberland,  and  the 
liberal  *  Gaaetta  d'Inngiadina,'  in  that 
of  the  Lower  Engadine. 

The  traveller  in  the  Grisons  may 
be  reminded  that,  the  Bomansch  names 
of  places,  of  two  sylUtbles,  generally 
have  the  accent  on  the  last  syllable, 
as  Ardds,  Gem^z,  Lavln,  Mascin,  Ba- 
gatc,  Sargans,  and  that  the  Bomansch 
names  of  many  places  differ  materially 
from  the  German:  «.^.,  Disentis,  Rom, 
Muster;  Brie^ls,  Rom.  Breil;  Walters- 
burg,  .fiO}n.Uors;  Ems,  i^om.  Dommat 

History  and  Government  of  the  OratP- 
bunden  or  Grisons. — It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed that  theconsplracy  on  the  Grfitli, 
m  1307,  and  the  exploits  of  Tell,  gave 
fireedom  tothe  wholecountry  nowcSled 
Switzerland,  or  even  influenced  more 
than  a  very  small  part  of  it— the  Forest 
cantons — except  m  as  fSur  as  such  a 

2pirit«stirring  example  is  capable  of  in- 
uencing  the  minds  of  a  neighbouring 
people.  For  more  than  a  century  after 
the  first  Swiss  union,  that  part  of  the 
country  of  Bhntia  now  called  Grisons 
groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  almost 
numberless  petty  lords,  who,  though 
they  possessed  but  a  few  acres  of  land, 
or  even  no  more  than  the  number  of 
square  feet  on  which  their  castle  stood, 
yet  assumed  the  rights  of  independent 
sovereignty,  waging  perpetual  petty 
war  wiUi  their  neighbours-^oppress- 
ing  their  own  subjects,  and  pulaging 
l2 
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all  travellers  —  the  ancient  form  of 
levying  daties  and  customs.  The  best 
notion  of  the  state  of  society  which 
existed  during  this  period  of  the  Fau- 
strecht  (club  law),  may  be  formed 
from  the  quantity  ^f  feudal  ruins 
which  stud  not  only  the  main  valleys 
of  the  Rhine,  but  even  the  lateral  val- 
leys and  gorges  of  the  Rh»tian  Alps. 
At  last  a  <my  of  retribution  came. 
The  peasants  rose  in  revolt  and  threw 
off  the  yoke  of  the  nobles — with  less 
violence  than  might  be  expected, 
chiefly  because  the  ereat  ecclesiastical 
potentates,  the  Bishop  of  Coire,  the 
Abbots  of  St  Grail  and  Disentis,  and 
some  of  the  more  influential  barons, 
sided  with  the  peasants,  directing,  in- 
stead of  opposing,  the  popular  feeling. 
The  result  of  this  was  the  Grison 
Confederacy  ( 147 1 ),  quite  distinct  from 
the  Swiss  Confederacy,  composed  of 
Three  Leagues  (Biinden) — ^the  Upper, 
or  Grey  League  ^Ober,  or  Graue 
Bund),  1424  (namea  from  the  simple 
grey  home-spun  coats  of  those  oy 
whom  it  was  formed)  ;  the  League  of 
God's  House  (Ca  Dd  in  Bomansch,  in 
Germ.  Gotteshaus  Bund),  so  called 
from  the  church  of  Coire,  the  head  and 
capital  of  this  league,  1396  ;  and  the 
League  of  the  Ten  Jurisdictions 
(Zenn-Gerichte),  of  which  Mayenfeld 
is  chief  town  (1428). 
.  The  government  produced  by  this 
revolution  presented  a  rpmarkable  ex- 
ample of  the  sovereigrnty  of  the  people 
ana  of  universal  scSrage.  Not  only 
every  valley,  but  in  some  cases  every 
parish,  or  even  hamlet,  in  a  valley,  be- 
came an  independent  commonwealth, 
with  a  government  of  its  own,  with 
peculiar  local  administrativerights  and 
privileges.  Sometimes  one  of  these 
free  states,  sometimes  several  together, 
formed  a  commune  or  schnitze,  lite- 
rally slice  (gemeinde  or  gericht) ; 
each  commune  had  its  own  general 
assembly,  in  which  every  citisen  of  the 
age  of  18,  sometimes  younger,  had  a 
vote,  and  b^  which  the  magistrates 
and  authorities,  down  to  the  parson 
and  schoolmaster,  were  elected.  With 
such  a  complication  of  machinery, 
it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  any 
<rovemment  could  have  been  carried 


on ;  and  we  accordingly  find  the 
history  of  the  Grisons  little  better 
than  a  long  series  of  bickerings,  feuds, 
revolts,  conspiracies,  massacres,  in- 
trigues, and  peculations.  The  wisest 
decisions  of  the  diet  of  the  canton 
were  annulled  or  frustrated  by  the 
votes  of  the  general  assemblies,  ac- 
cordingly as  the  interest  or  caprice  of 
the  most  influential  popular  l^er 
might  sway  these  meetings  at  the  mo- 
ment Two  great  famines,  those  of 
Planta  and  De  Salis,  in  the  end,  long 
monopolised  the  chief  influence,  as 
well  as  the  patronage  and  ofiioes  of 
the  federal  government  Such  was 
the  practical  result  of  this  democracy 
of  the  purest  form  m  theory. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  15th  centy. 
the  Grisons  concluded  a  permanent 
alliance  with  the  Swiss,  and  in  1525 
conquered  Chiavenna  and  the  Valte- 
line,  the  inhabitants  of  which  they 
treated  in  the  most  oppressive  and 
tyrannical  manner  until  they  were 
separated  in  1798.  In  1814  the  Grisons 
became  a  Swiss  canton. 

A  new  local  and  administrative 
organization  of  the  canton  of  the  Gri- 
sons was  introduced  in  June,  1851. 
According  to  this,  the  old  historic 
names  and  divisions  are  abolished, 
and  the  canton  is  portioned  out  into 
14  districts,  39  circles,  and  205  com- 
munes or  parishes. 


ROUTE  67. 

BBEGEMZ  TO  OOIBE,  BT  TADUZ. 

The  direct  route  from  the  Tyrol  to 
eastern  Switzerland  is  by  the  high- 
road of  the  Vorarlberg,  which  quits 
the  valley  of  the  Inn  at  Landeok,  and 
enters  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  at 
Feldkirch.  Diligences  fi:t>m  Landeck 
to  Bre^nz  daily,  in  about  18  hrs. 
Pedestrians  may  reach  Bregenz  from 
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the  Tyrol,  or  the  Bavarian  Alps, 
through  the  beaatifnl  valley  of  the 
Bregenxer  Ach,  a  moontain  torrent 
which,  after  a  coarse  of  ahout  35  m., 
falls  into  the  Lake  of  Constance  a  little 
8.W.  of  Bregenx.  The  quickest  way 
from  Bregenz  to  Coire  is  to  take  the 
steamer  to  Rorschach,  and  the  rly. 
thence  to  Coire  (see  Rte.  66).  Those 
who  wish  to  see  the  country  may 
prefer  to  take  the  carriage-road  along 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

Bregeruf.  Imu :  Oesterreichischer 
Hof;  Post,  or  Goldener  Adler; 
Schwarzer  Adler ;  Krone.  (See  Hand- 
book     FOR      SODTHSRM      GeBMANT.) 

From  40  to  50  fir.  is  asked  for  a  carriage 
to  Ragatz,  or  to  Mayenfeld,  where  the 
rly.  to  Coire  crosses  to  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Rhine.  Diligence  daily  from 
Bregenz  to  Feldkircli.  It  is  a  drive 
of  7  leagues  =  21  m.  to  Feldhirch 
(Fims:  Post;  Engel  Gabriel),  the  fron- 
tier town  of  Austria,  finely  situ- 
ated at  the  opening  of  the  valley 
of  the  111,  throui^  which  lies  the 
high-road  to  the  Tyrol.  Travellers 
from  Innsbruck  or  Botzen,  bound  for 
Coire,  should  take  their  places  only  to 
Feldkirch.  About  I  m.  out  of  the 
town  the  road  quits  the  Austrian  ter- 
ritory to  enter  the  principality  of 
Lichtenstein,  one  of  the  smidlest 
sovereign  States  in  Europe,  measuring 
about  12  m.  in  length  by  3  or  4  in 
breadth.  The  Prince  has  very  large 
possessions  in  Austria,  and  usually 
holds  a  high  position  at  the  Court  of 
Vienna,  not  caring  to  exercise  in 
person  his  rights  of  miniature  royalty, 
lie  is,  however,  a  member  of  the 
Germanic  Confederation,  and  contri- 
butes 55  men  to  the  Federal  army  I 
The  high-road  traverses  Vadtiz,  the 
capital  of  this  minute  State,  and  about 
5  m.  farther  Baiters  (Inn:  Post), 
formerly  a  post-station,  at  the  foot  of 
the  heights,  which  are  crowned  by  the 
fortress  of  Luziensteig,  contested  be- 
tween the  Swiss  and  Austrians  in  the 
15th  oenty.  and  Thirty  Years  War 
(1 62 1-24),  and  in  the  war  of  the  French 
Revolution  ( 1 799-1 800).  It  was  rebuil t 
1830.  Near  Balzers  is  a  ferry  across 
the  Rhine  by  which  Ragatz  is  reached 
sooner  than  by  Hayenfeld.  4^  m.  ftir- 


ther,  and  about  18  m.  from  Feldkirch, 
is  Mayenfeld  Stat  Thence  to  Coire 
by  rly.  (Rte.  66), 


ROUTE  68. 

RORSCHACH,  OB  ST.  CALL,  TO  OATS  AND 
APPENZELL;  WITH  EXCURSIONS  TO  THE 
WEISSBAD,  THE  WILDKIRCHLEIN,  AND 
THE  HOCH  8ENTIB. 

The  canton  Appenxell  lies  somewhat 
out  of  the  beat  of  travellers,  com- 
pletely surrounded  (enclav^)  by  the 
territory  of  canton  St.  Oall,  and  shut 
in,  at  its  S.  extremity,  by  the  Alps  ; 
on  which  side  no  great  hieh  roafU 
pass  through  it.  Appenzell  itself  lies 
in  a  cul-de-sac  of  the  mountains,  ex- 
cept for  such  as  will  traverse  difficult 
paths  over  the  hi^h  Alps  and  glaciers. 
On  this  account,  it  is  but  little  visited 
by  English  travellers.  It  originally 
belonged  to  the  league  of  Imperial 
Towns  under  a  bailfi«  bat  in  1513  it 
joined  the  Swiss  cantons  as  the  13th 
and  last  canton  of  Switzerland  before 
1798.  The  canton  is  divided  into 
2  parts  or  districts,  called  Mhoden, 
quite  independent  of  each  other, 
but  enjoying  only  one  vote  at  the 
diet.  Outer  Rhoden  is  a  very  thickly 
peopled  district,  having  8781  Inhab. 
to  the  Oerm.  sq.  mile,  who  are 
Protestants.  These  are  almost  ex- 
clusively engaged  in  manufactures, 
chiefly  of  cotton,  muslin,  tambouring, 
&c  Inner  Rhoden,  on  the  contrary, 
is  a  land  of  herdsmen,  and  is  Roman 
Catholic;  its  high  and  bleak  moun- 
tains produce  nothing  but  rich  pas- 
turage and  sweet  grass,  upon  which 
vast  herds  of  catUe  are  fed.  The 
government,  in  both  states,  is  a  pure 
democracy  :    the  General  Assembly, 
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or  Landesgemeinde,  is  composed 
of  every  male  bom  in  the  canton. 
In  travelling  through  this  somewhat 
primitive  district,  two  onusual  objects 
may  attract  the  traveller's  attention, — 
the  pillory,  by  the  road-side,  furnished 
with  a  collar  (carcan),  a  hole  for  the 
neck,  a  padlock,  and  a  chain  ;  and 
the  bone-house,  or  ossuaire^  in  the 
churchyards,  destined  to  receive  the 
skulls  and  bones,  which,  after  lying 
a  certain  number  of  years  below 
ground,  are  due  up  to  make  room 
for  others;  and,  navmg  been  ticketed 
and  labelled  with  the  names  of  their 
owner,  are  laid  out  for  show  on  shelves 
in  the  bone-house. 

There  is  an  appearance  of  pro- 
sperity, of  cleanliness  and  neatness  in 
Ausser  Khoden,  which  is  very  pleas- 
ing. The  green  hill-sides  to  their 
very  top  are  studded  with  cheerftil 
looking  houses,  the  dwellings  of  the 
peasants.  The  villages  of  Trogen, 
Teuffen,  and  Speicher  are  highly  in- 
teresting, for,  though  the  houses  are  of 
wood,  they  are  tastily  and  comfort- 
ably built,  and  most  of  them  with  a 
well-tended  garden  before  them.  In 
fact  many  persons  of  ample  fortune 
reside  in  these  little  towns,  much  of 
the  Swiss  muslin  being  made  or  em- 
broidered here  for  St  Gall  houses. 
Every  cottage  is  filled  with  females 
assiduously  busied  in  embroidery.  But 
a  remarkable  change  greets  "the  tra- 
veller, on  entering  B^man  Catholic 
Inner  Rhoden,  from  Protestant  Outer 
Bhoden.  He  exchanges  cleanliness 
and  industry  for  filth  and  beggary. 
What  may  lie  the  cause  of  this  is  not 
a  subject  suitable  for  discussion  here. 
The  Appenzellers  are  passionately 
fond  of  gymnastic  exercises;  and  a 
part  of  every  holiday  is  devoted  to 
wrestling  and  boxing  matches.  Hurl- 
ing the  stone  is  another  frequent  ex- 
ercise. A  mass  of  rock,  varying  in 
weight  from  half  to  a  whole  cwt,  is 
poised  on  the  shoulder,  and  then  cast 
forward  a  distance  of  several  feet. 
In  1805  a  man  of  Umasch  hurled  a 
stone,  weighing  184  lbs.,  10  ft  The 
Appenzellers  are  also  capital  shots: 
rifle-matches  are  held  in  summer  on 
almost  every  Sunday,  and  the  crack- 


ing reports  resound  on  all  sides. 
The  laws  of  the  canton  (especially  of 
Outer  Bhoden)  restrict  dancing  to  3 
or  4  days  of  the  year;  but,  as  the 
people  are  much  addicted  to  this 
amusement,  the  law  is  frequently  in- 
fringed, and  the  peasants  will  often 
cross  the  frontier  of  the  canton  in 
order  to  enjoy  unmolested  their  £»- 
vourite  amusement  Beinr  less  over- 
run by  strangers  than  other  parts  of 
Switzerland,  the  prices  at  inns,  charges 
for  g^des,  horses,  &C.,  are  lower  than 
elsewhere. 

Although  the  mountains  of  the 
canton  Appenzell  are  not  of  the  first 
order  of  magnitude,  there  are  few  dis- 
tricts in  the  Alps  which  will  better 
reward  the  lover  of  nature  who  may 
be  tempted  to  spend  some  days  or 
weeks  in  exploring  its  recesses.  For 
pedestrians  arriving  by  the  Lake  of 
Oonstanee,  it  offers  the  most  direct 
and  agreeable  route  for  commencing 
a  walking  tour  in  the  Alps.  It  is 
easily  accessible  by  good  carriage- 
roads  from  the  £.  and  W.;  and, 
though  little  frequented  by  English 
tourists,  it  is  annually  visited  by  large 
numbers  of  German  and  Swiss  visitors, 
who  chiefly  come  for  the  sake  of  the 
cure  de  petit  lait,  or  molken  cur,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
health.  This  ''cure  consists  in  a 
course  of  drinking  eoats'-whey,  here 
called  schotten,  whicn  is  brought  in 
large  quantities  every  morning,  still 
warm,  to  the  establishments  fire- 
quented  by  the  seekers  for  health. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  benefit 
is  often  derived,  but  it  may  be  allow- 
able to  believe  that  the  pure  mountain 
air,  healthful  exercise,  and  regular 
life,  have  as  large  a  share  in  the  effect 
as  the  goats'-whey.  The  principal 
establishments  of  this  kind  are  at 
Gais,  Weissbad,  Heiden,  Gonten,  and 
UmSsch. 

From  the  village  of  Rorschach 
there  is  a  carriage-road  for  about 
5  m.,  chiefly  uphul  (omnibus  takes 
nearly  2  hrs.),  to 

Wienachter  Eck,     Here   flags   are 

Suarried  out  of  the  regularly  strati- 
ed  sandstone,  and  sent  away  into 


Switzerland. 
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Germany  and  Holland.  1}  m.  to  Qrub 
Katholiack,  and  then  Gni  JReformirt, 
From  hence  it  is  an  hour's  walk  to 
Heiden,  but  pedestrians  may  go  direct 
to  Trogen,  passing  over  the  summit  of 
the  Kcuen,  a  hill  dG68  ft.  in  height, 
commanding  a  fine  yiew.  Turning 
to  the  rt.,  or  somewhat  W.  of  S.,  b<»low 
ch.  of  the  Reformirt  Ortiby  the  summit 
is  reached  in  1  hr. ;  descent  to  Trogen 
1}  hr.,  or  less. 

ffeiden,  (Inns:  Preyhof,  good, 
rooms  7  fr.  to  12  fr.  a-week  for 
persons  making  a  stay ;  Lion  (Ldwe), 
clean  and  cheap ;  Krone ;  Linde.)  In 
addition  to  the  whey-cure  there  are 
mineral  waters  here,  and  it  is  much 
frequented  during  the  summer.  This 
pretty  village,  rebuilt  since  1838, 
when  it  was  burnt  to  the  ground, 
lies  in  the  midst  of  pleasing  pastoral 
scenery,  and  many  agreeable  excur- 
sions may  be  iiiad& 

a.  About  4  m.  S.  of  Heiden  fh>m 
the  little  ch.  of  St.  Anthony  (8t.  An- 
ient CapeUe\  a  beautiful  view  is 
gained,  looking  over  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine,  and  part  of  the  Lake  of 
Constance,  and  at  the  opposite  ranges 
of  the  Yorarlberg  and  Lichtenstein 
mountains. 

6.  The  top  of  the  Kaien,  above  men- 
.tioned,  is  reached  from  Heiden  in 
1}  hr.  It  is  about  5  m.  by  a  good 
road  fh>m  Heiden  to 

Trogm  {Inn:  Scbifle),  the  seat  of 
the  government  of  Appenzell  ( Ausser- 
Bho^en).  From  hence  to  Gais  there 
is  a  carriage-road  by  Biihler,  making 
a  considerable  circuit;  for  pedes- 
trians the  more  agreeable  route  is 
over  the  hill  of  the  Gabris  (2  hrs.  to 
Gais).  Finger-posts  are  very  nu- 
merous on  the  hills  in  this  district,  so 
that  a  pedestrian  need  rarely  be  at 
fault.  The  top  of  the  Gabris  is  much 
overgrown  by  forest  ;  so  that,  although 
somewhat  higher  than  the  Kaien,  and 
nearer  to  the  high  range  of  the  Sends, 
the  view  is  less  attractive,  and  few 
travellers  will  think  it  worth  while  to 
turn  out  of  the  direct  path,  which  lies 
over  the  shoulder  of  the  bill,  to 


Oais — Inns:  Ochs,  largest;  Lamm, 
clean  and  cheap;  Krone.  The  bread 
is  very  good  here.  This  little  vil- 
lage of  neat  timber  cottages,  mostly 
converted  into  lodgin^r^houses  by  the 
peasants  their  owners,  irregularly  scat* 
tered  over  lawn-like  meadows,  is  situ- 
ated in  an  open  country,  with  nothing 
but  green  pastures  around,  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  3000  ft  above  the  sea-level. 
Yet  the  reputation  of  its  pure  and 
bracing  air,  and  of  its  cure  of  goats' 
whey,  annually  attract  hither  many 
hundred  invalids  from  all  parts  of 
continental  Europe  ;  and  during  the 
season,  in  July  and  August,  the  prin- 
cipal  inns  are  generally  fiilL 

The  peasants'  houses  are  particu- 
larly clean,  trimly  painted  outside,  as 
though  they  had  just  issued  from  a 
bandbox.  The  native  song^  of  the 
cuw-herds  and  dairy-maids  of  Appen- 
zell are  highly  melodious. 

Gais  lies  in  view  of  the  Sentis  and 
its  chain ;  a  noble  object ;  and  at 
the  S.  side  of  the  GSbris,  which  may 
be  reached  with  little  trouble  in  1  hr. 
on  horseback.    Guide  2  fr. 

Gais  is  the  most  central  place  in 
Appenzell,  several  roads  meeting 
there: — 

1.  From  St  Gall  by  Trogen  (see 
above). 

2.  Another,  more  frequented,  leaves 
the  canton  of  St.  Gall,  and  enters  that' 
of  Appenzell  ( Ansser-Rhoden)  a  little 
before  reaching,  by  an  excellent  but 
hilly  road, 

Tmffen — (7fii»;  Hechtg^od;  Lin- 
den ;  Biir).  The  inhabitants  of  this 
flourishing  village  of  neat  cottages  are 
chiefly  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and 
embroidery  of  muslin.  Grubenmann, 
the  carpenter,  who  built  the  celebrated 
brid^  of  one  arch  at  Schaffhausen, 
was  bom  here,  and  built  the  ch. 

3.  From  Herisau  (Rte.  69)  a  char- 
road,  about  15  m.,  by  Gonten  and 
Umasch,  where  there  are  establish- 
ments for  the  whey-cure. 

4.  From  Altotetten  (Rte.  66).  The 
new  road  avoids  the  higher  part 
of  the  hill :  on  the  old  road,  2  m. 
to  the  E.  of  Gals,  is  the  (Viapel  of 
StosSf  erected  on  Uie  summit  of  the 
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steep  pass  leading  down  to  the  Khine 
Thai,  to  commemorate  the  almost 
incredible  victory  gained  by  400  men 
of  Appenzell  over  3000  Austrians  in 
1405.  The  Archduke  of  Austria  and 
the  Abbot  of  St.  Gall  had  hoped  to 
take  the  Swiss  by  surprise  with  this 
preponderating  force.  But  a  handful 
of  the  mountaineers,  under  the  conduct 
of  Count  Rudolph  of  Werdenberg,  as- 
sembled in  haste,  gave  them  battle, 
and  defeated  the  invaders,  with  a  loss 
of  900  men,  losing  only  20  of  their  own 
party.  The  blood  of  the  slain  is  said  to 
nave  discoloured  the  mountain-torrent 
which  flowed  past  the  battle-field  as 
far  as  its  influx  into  the  Rhine.  The 
view  from  the  Stoss  over  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine,  2000  ft.  below,  and  of  the 
snowy  mountains  of  Tyrol  and  Vorarl- 
berg  beyond,  is  of  the  highest  beauty. 
A  very  steep  descent  leads  from  the 
Stoss  to  Altstetten  rly.  stat.  (Rte.  66). 


It  is  a  distance  of  3  j  m.  S.W.  (there 
is  a  footpath  shorter)  from  Gais  to 

Appenzell — Inns :  Schwartzer  Adler, 
clean  and  very  cheap ;  Hecht,  ^od. 
Though  the  chief  place  of  the  district  of 
Inner  Rhoden,  this  is  but  a  large  vil- 
lage of  1400  Inhab.,  consisting  of  old 
houses,  virith  two  convents,  and  a  mo- 
dem cA>«rcA  attached  to  a  Gothic  choir, 
painted  with  representations  of  ban- 
ners and  flags  taken  by  the  Appen- 
isellers  in  the  15th  cent.,  and  contains 
nothing  remarkable  in  it.  It  derives 
its  name  from  the  country-seat  of  the 
Abbot  of  St  Gall  (Abten-zelle,  Ab- 
batis  Cella),  having  been  anciently 
built  here,  when  the  country  around 
was  savage. 

The  LSndesgemeinde,  or  Assembly  of 
the  canton,  meets  on  a  square,  near  a 
lime-tree,  every  year.  In  the  Record 
Oflice,  Archiv,  are  preserved  a  number 
of  banners,  conquered  by  the  Appen- 
sellers  of  old,  and  the  only  surviving 
trophies  of  their  valour.  Here  are 
the  flags  of  Constance,  Winterthur, 
Feldkirch  ;  the  Tyrolese  banner  and 
free  ensign,  inscribed  "  Hundert  Tau- 
send  Teufel,**  conquered  at  Landek 
1407 ;    the  Genoese    banner    of   St. 


George,  and  two  captured  ftxnn  the  . 
Venetians,    1516,    in    the    battle    of 
Agnadel. 

About  2  j  m.  S.E.  of  Appenzell 
is  Weisshad^  a  homely  boarding-house 
and  bathin?  establishment,  fairly  well 
kept  and  t>eautifully  situated  in  a 
retired  spot,  at  the  foot  of  the  Sentis, 
surrounded  by  grounds,  from  which 
walks  lead  up  Uie  mountains.  The 
house  is  capable  of  accommodating  120 
visitors,  but  the  visitors  and  accom- 
modation are  inferior  to  those  at  Gais. 

In  addition  to  the  cure  of  goats' 
whey,  there  are  mineral  springs  as 
Weissbad,  and  the  bath-houses  con- 
tain 80  baths. 

Excursions, —  or.  To  the  Alpmsee,  1 
hour's  walk :  very  pretty  scene,  suited 
for  ladies. 

Three  small  torrents,  the  Baren 
(or  Sentis)-bach  E.,  the  Schwande- 
bach  S.,  and  theWeissbach  W.,  issuing 
out  of  3  Alpine  valleys  deeply  fur- 
rowed in  the  sides  of  the  Sentis,  in 
whose  glaciers  they  take  their  rise, 
unite  at  Weissbad,  and  form  the  river 
Sitter. 

6.  About  5  m.  np  the  middle  valley, 
Ij  hour*s  walk,  is  the  singular 
hermitage  and  chapel  of  the  W»/<f- 
kircMein,  It  is  reached  by  crossing 
the  Alpine  pasture  of  the  Bodmen- 
alp,  which,  m  spite  of  its  elevation, 
is  in  summer  a  perfect  garden,  un- 
folding a  treasure  to  the  botanist, 
and  affording  the  sweetest  herbage  to 
the  cows. 

In  a  recess  scooped  out  of  the  face 
of  a  precipice,  170  ft'  above  these 
pastures,  a  little  chapel  has  been 
perched.  It  was  built  1648  by  a  pious 
inhabitant  of  Appenzell,  and  dedi- 
cated to  St  Micnael,  and  on  that 
saint's  day  mass  is  celebrated  here 
annually.  A  bearded  Franciscan  nsed 
to  occupy  the  hermitage  adjoining, 
and  conduct  strangers  through  the 
long  caverns  hung  with  stalactites, 
which  perforate  the  mountain  behind 
his  dwelling.  Now  the  innkeeper  is 
the  guide. 

A  door  at  the  extremity  of  this 
rocky  vault  gives  sudden  access  to 
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another  fine  pasturage,  the  Ebenalp, 
5090  ft.  above  the  sea-level,|who8e  sum- 
mit, where  there  is  an  Inn,  is  20  min. 
walk  firom  Wildkirchlein,  command* 
ing  a  far  more  extensive  and  a  different 
▼iew,  extending  over  the  lake  of  Con- 
stance and  the  Suabian  hills.  There  is 
a  dean  little  Inn  dose  to  the  rocks  of 
the  Wildkirchlem. 

c.  The  Seniis,  the  highest  mountain 
in  Appensell,  8280  ft.  above  the  sea* 
level,  may  be  ascended  from  Weiss- 
bad  In  4^  hours.  The  view  from  the 
top  is  much  extolled,  and  a  panorama 
or  it  has  been  engraved.  Various 
paths  lead  up  to  it;  the  best  and 
easiest,  which  is  also  perfectly  safe  in 
the  company  of  a  guide,  leads  by  way 
of  the  Meglisalp— ittfir— (3  stunden); 
Wagenliicke  (2  stunden);  to  the  sum- 
mit (1  stund). 

d.  From  Weissbad  to  the  ffohen^ 
kaaten,  which  is  the  highest  point  of 
the  Kamor  range,  is  a  walk  of  about 
2^  hours.  From  the  top  (a  small 
Jnti)  is  a  fine  view  over  the  Rhine 
valley,  part  of  the  Lake  of  Constance, 
the  Alps  of  Vorarlberg.  There  is  a 
path  from  Weissbad  by  Briillisau,  and 
thence  by  the  Kamor  or  by  the  Hohen- 
kasten,  to  Sennewald  in  the  Rhein- 
thal,  in  5  hours. 

Even  without  ascending  to  the 
sunmiit  of  the  Kamor,  the  traveUer 
crossing  the  ridge  has  a  delightful 
prospect  over  the  Sentis  and  canton 
AppenseU  on  one  side,  and  over  the 
lake  of  Constance,  Tyrol,  and  the 
Rhine,  on  the  other.  A  3rd  path 
leads  over*  to  Sax .  in  the  Rheinthal 
from  Uie  lower  end  of  the  Fakler  See 
at  the  head  of  die  SiintisthaL  None 
of  these  paths  are  easy  to  find  without 
a  guide. 

A  steep  and  rather  difficult  path, 
commanding  some  fine  views,  leads  S. 
over  the  ridge  of  the  Sentis  bv  the 
Kravalp  from  Weissbad  to  Wil<lhaus, 
the  birthplace  of  Zwingli,  in  Toggen- 
burff  (Rte.  71),  in  7  hrs.;  whence  in 
anoOier  day  Wesen,  or  Wallenstadt, 
may  be  reached.  The  paths  are  diffi- 
cult to  find  without  a  guide. 
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I  Diligences  twice  daily  in  6  hrs.  to 
!  TJznacn.  From  thence  rly.  to  Zurich 
'  or  Coire. 

This   is   a   very    agreeable    drive 

through  a  well-plantea  hilly  country, 

presenting   here    and    there    distant 

views  of  the  higher  Alps. 
About  2  m.  from  St.  Gall,  a  little 

beyond  the  village  of  Bruggen,  the 
{  road  crosses  the  gorge  of  u^e  Sitter 
i  by  the  magnificent  Kratzeren  Brucke^ 

a  bridge  590  ft.  long,  and  85  ft.  above 
I  the  stream,  built  1810.  A  little  after 
I  we  enter  canton  Appenzell. 

[About  a  mile  to  the  N.E.  of  Heri- 
sau  is  the  watering-place  called  Hein' 
rickthad.  The  Badhaus  is,  after  Schintz- 
nach,  one  of  the  most  elegant  estab- 
lishments of  the  sort  in  Switzerland, 
surrounded  by  agreeable  pleasure- 
grounds,  the  creation  of  one  Hein- 
rich  Steiger,  a  rich  manufiusturer. 
Two  springs  rising  out  of  gravel,  and 
variousl;^  impregnated  with  iron,  car- 
bonic acid,  &c.,  are  used  for  drinking, 
and  to  supply  the  baths.  Goats' 
whey  and  asses'  milk  are  also  fur- 
nished to  those  invalids  for  whom 
they  are  prescribed.  Accommodation 
L  8 
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in  a  cowhouse  is  provided  for  invalids 
suffering  from  diseases  of  the  chesL 
The  neighbourhood  is  exceedingly 
picturesque.] 

fferisau — Inns:  Lowe  (Lion\  the 
best;  Hecht  fBrochet) — an  indus- 
trious village  01  Ausser-Khoden,  con- 
tains 9600  Inhab.,  stands  2334  fL 
above  the  sea,  and  is  advantageously 
situated  at  the  junction  of  two 
streams,  the  Glatt  and  Briihlbach, 
which  turns  the  wheels  of  its  nu- 
merous manufactories.  It  is  a 
very  sin^lar  place  from  its  extraor- 
dinary irregularity  of  construction. 
There  are  beautiful  walks  on  the  sur- 
rounding heights;  two  of  them  are 
topped  by  ruinous  castles,  the  Rosen- 
berg and  Kosenburg,  which,  according 
to  the  story,  were  once  connected 
together  by  a  leathern  bridge.  The 
lower  part  of  the  Church  Toicer,  in 
which  the  Archives  are  deposited,  is 
the  oldest  building  in  the  canton, 
dating  probably  from  the  7th  cen- 
tury. 

The  articles  chiefly  manu&ctured 
here  are  muslins,  cottons,  and  silk,  the 
last  a  recent  introduction:  10,200  per- 
sons are  employed  in  Ausser-Rhoden 
in  weaving  muslins,  and  a  very  large 
number  in  embroidering  them. 

The  HundawyUr  Tobel,  a  very  singnilar 
gorge  or  chasm,  deep  and  wild,  about 
3^  m.  from  Herisau,  deserves  to  be 
Tisited. 

There  is  a  direct  road  from  Herisau 
to  Appenzell  rRte.  68),  by  Wald- 
stadt  (1}  hours);  Umasch  (H),  and 
Gonten  (1):  in  all  5  stundens  15  m. 

Schdnengrund, 

Through  an  undulating  country,  we 
reach  the  frontier  of  Appenzell,  and 
re-enter  that  of  its  grasping  neigh- 
bour, St  Gall,  before  arriving  at 

Peterzell:  3  m.  beyond  the  ruined 
Castle  of  Neu-Toggenburg  lies 

Lichtensteig,  (Zm»:  Krone,)  a  town 
of  744  Inhab.  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Thur,  the  ancient  county  of  Toggen- 
burg.  A  picturesque  and  handsome  old 
Place^  composed  of  loftj^  buildings  with 
porticoes,  forms  the  principal  street. 

The  valley  of  the  Thur  is  studded 


with  factories  and  with  the  country 
seats  of  their  proprietors. 

Wattwyl  (^Inns :  Lion  d'Or;  Kossli), 
a  pretty  manufacturing  village,  abont 
1  jf^  m.  farther,  stand  the  convent  of 
Santa  Maria  and  the  Castle  of  Ibere. 

The  road  soon  after  surmounts  the 
steep  ascent  of  the  ridse  of  Uimmel- 
walcL  From  its  top  a  beautiful  pros- 
pect expands  to  view;  in  front  the 
lake  of  Ziirich,  with  the  castle,  town, 
and  bridge  of  Rapperschwyl,  in  full 
relief  on  its  margin;  behmd  it  the 
pine-clad  and  snow-topped  Ahps  of 
Schwytz  and  Glarus;  on  the  E.  the 
remarkable  peaks  of  the  Sieben  Kiih- 
firsten,  and  behind  the  fertile  vale  of 
Toggenburg  (Rte.  71).  The  road  di- 
vides on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hill. 

Uzmch  Sut  (Rte.  13). 
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Diligence  daily  in  about  7^  hrs.  irom. 
Wattwyl  to  the  Haag  Stat  on  the 
rly.  from  Rorschach  to  Coire  (Rte. 
Q&),  Post  road, 

Wyl  on  the  railway  from  Winter- 
thur  to  St.  Gall  (Rte.  65).  (Jnn: 
Schonthal,  or  Post) 

The  road,  after  leaving  Wyl,  con- 
tinues on  the  1.  bank  of  me  Thur,  to 
Dietfurth,  where  it  crosses  the  river  to 
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LtddeMieuf  and  WaUwyl  (Rte.  69). 
From  Wattwyl  the  Speer  may  be 
ascended  in  about  4  hrs.  (Rte.  13). 

Ebnat  (Jiin.-  'PttiVL).—Tuggenbw'g,  as 
tbe  long  and  fertile  valley  of  the  Thur 
is  callS, extends  for  nearly  40  m.,  from 
Wyl  up  to  the  source  of  that  river,  and 
a  splendid  specimen  of  a  Swiss  valley  it 
is,  embracing  within  its  range  almost 
ail  the  varwus  features  of  Alpine 
scenery,  save  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
tract  of  level  alluvial  bottom  to  be 
found  in  its  whole  extent;  its  sides 
being  everywhere  steep  or  undulating. 
It  is  bounded-by  high  mountains;  on 
the  N.  by  the  Sentis,  and  on  the  S.  by 
the  peaks  of  the  Kurfiirsten.  It  was 
anciently  governed  by  counts  of  its 
own.  When  their  line  became  extinct, 
1436,  the  district  was  claimed  by  can- 
ton Ziirichf  and  a  memorable  war  on 
the  subject  ensued,  in  which  the  Swiss 
cantons  for  the  first  time  fought  with 
one  another.  It  finally,  in  1469,  fell  to 
the  abbot  of  St.  Gall,  whose  succes- 
sors had  continual  disputes  with  the 
inhabitants,  especially  after  the  Re- 
formation. In  1712  the  abbots,  after 
much  fighting,  were  expelled,  but  re- 
stored in  1718.  Since  1803,  the  Tog- 
genburg  has  formed  part  of  canton 
St.  GaB.  It  is  thickly  peopled;  its 
inhabitants,  an  industrious  race,  are 
chiefly  occupied  with  the  manufiRCture 
of  muslin  and  cotton. 
NesslatL—Twi:  Krone. 
AH  St  Johann  (Inn:  Rossli).— Tbe 
river  Thur  rises  at  Unter-Wasser,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Alte  Mann. 

Upon  the  hijgh  ground  dividing  the 
Talley  of  the  Thur  from  that  of  the 
Rhine,  stands  the  remote  village 

Wiidhaus^Unn:  Sonne,  Hirsoh), 
3450  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
at  the  S.  base  of  the  Sentis,  between 
it  and  the  7  Kurfursten.  It  is  remark- 
able only  as  the  birthplace  of  the  Swiss 
reformer,  Ulrich  ZwinglL  The  house 
in  which  he  first  saw  the  light  (Jan.  1, 
1484)  still  exists  in  the  hamlet  of 
Lisighaus.  It  is  an  humble  cot- 
tage of  wood;  its  walls  formed  of  the 
stems  of  trees,  its  roof  weighed  down 
by  stones  to  protect  it  from  the  wind. 
It  has  resisted  the  inroads  of  time  for 
more  than  350  years;  and  the  beams 


and  trunks  which  compose  it  are  black 
with  age.  Zwingli's  amily  were  pea- 
sants; ne  quitted  home  when  10  years 
old,  to  go  to  school  at  B&le. 

[There  is  a  steep  pass  over  the 
Kray  Alp  from  Wildhaus  to  Appen- 
zell.j 

The  road  descends  by  numerous, 
zigzags  into  ^e  valley  of  the  ^hine 
nearGams,  and  soon  after  reaches 

ffaag  Stat 

Thence  by  Werdenber^  Stat,  on  the. 
rly.  to 

Coire  (Rte.  66).. 


ROUTE  72. 

WE8B»  OR  RICHTERSCHWTL  TO  SCHWYT^ 
—  EUISlEDEUff  —  HOiyJARTEN. 

Weam  to  LackM   ....  16 

lAfihtQlBSchtedtlsgl.     .    •    8 

RtelitMrQ^wyltoScliindelegi     3 

SchiadBtegfc  to  RotbeDthmm  .    7 
RolhwtknTVi  to  ScbwyU      ^    8 

Total,  Wesen  to  Schwyts,  38  m.; 
Bichterschwyl  to  Schwytz,  18  m. 

Diligemoe  from  Ricnterschwyl  to 
Scliwytz,  and  to  Einsiedeln,  and  from 
Wesen  to  Lachen. 

The  road  from  Wesen  after  cross- 
iim  the  Linth  keeps  by  the  side  of  the 
hiUs  to  Lachen  (Inn:  Bar),  a  yiUfip 
of  1200  Inhab.,  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake  of  Zurich.  It  thence  passes 
through  PfAffikon  near  the  kng  bridge 
of  Bapperschyl,  and  soo^i  afterwards, 
begins  to  ascend  the  steep  slope  of 
the  Eteel  or  Teusisberg,  and  crosses 
the  Sihl  at  SohindeUgu  ascending 
again.  Many  delightful  views  are 
obtained  in  ascending,  over  the 
lake  of  Zurich,  and  the  summit  com- 
mands a  good  riew  of  the  Mythen 
(Mitres),  Bigi,  and  other  mountains 
in  that  direction.  The  holy  hermit 
Meinrad,  the  founder  of  Einsiedeln, 
originally  fixed  himself  on  the  top  of 
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the  Etzel,  but  the  concourse  of  people 
attracted  to  the  spot  by  his  reputation 
for  holiness  drove  him  in  search  of 
solitude  deep  into  the  wilderness.  A 
little  chapel  stands  on  the  spot  su^* 
posed  to  have  been  occupied  by  his 
cell.  Near  it  is  an  inn.  From  this 
chapel  the  first  view  of  Einsiedeln  is 
obtained;  the  descent  thither  occu- 
pies l-J  hour. 

[The  road  from  Richterschwj'l  im- 
mecliately  begins  to  ascend  and  joins 
the  other  at  Schindelegi.] 

A  mile  and  a  half  from  Schindelegi 
is 

Btberbrucke  {Tnn),  Here  the  road 
to  Einsiedeln  turns  off  to  the  1.  Pas- 
sengers by  the  diligences  on  the  main 
road,  have  a  scramble  for  seats  with 
those  that  arrive  from  Einsiedeln. 

[The  road  is  studded  at  intervals 
with  chapels  called  stations^  each  con- 
taining a  representation  of  some  event 
in  the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  at  which 
the  pilgrims  may  stop  and  tell  their 
beaas. 

Einsiedeln  (French,  Notre  Dame 
des  Eremites;  Lat,  Monasterium 
Eremitarum).  Inns:  Pfau  (Paon)  ; 
clean  and  good;  the  charges  are  raised 
during  the  pilgrimage.  There  are  in 
all  55  inns  and  20  alehouses  here, 
mostly  designed  for  the  reception  of 
poor  pilgrims,  and  distinguished  by  a 
singular  variety  of  signs. 

The  Abbey  of  Einsiedeln,  which 
forms  the  nucleus  of  a  village  of  a 
few  hundred  inhabitants,  rises  high  on 
a  naked  undulating  plain  3000  ft  above 
the  sea,  producing  little  but  pasture. 
It  is  partly  sheltered  by  a  range  of 
wooded  hills  on  the  S.E. 

The  Monastery  itself,  an  extensive 
building  in  the  modern  Italian  style, 
^is  imposing,  less  from  its  architecture 
than  its  size  and  its  situation  in  so 
remote  and  naked  a  solitude.  The 
existing  edifice  dates  from  the  18th 
century  (1719),  and  is  the  6th  or  7th 
raised  on  this  spot  since  the  first 
foundation  of  the  abbey,  the  others 
having  been  destroyed  by  fire.  It  occu- 
pies a  stately  site  upon  the  hill  side, 
separated  from  the  humbler  buildings 
of  the  village  by  a  wide  square. 

The  origin  of  the  abbey  is  thus  ac- 


counted for  in  the  histories  published 
under  the  authority  of  the  monks  : — 
In  the  days  of  Charlemagne  a  holy 
anchorite  named  Meinrad,  of  the  noble 
house  of  Hohensollem,  repaired  to  this 
remote  wilderness  (then  called  the 
Finsterwald)  to  end  his  days  in  sob- 
tude  and  prayer,  devoting  himself  to 
tend  a  little  black  image  of  the  Virgin 
which  had  been  given  to  him  bySt. 
Hildeg^rde,  abbess  of  Ziirich.  This 
holy  man  was  murdered  by  two  rob- 
bers in  861  ;  but  their  foul  deed, 
which  they  had  hoped  would  escape 
detection  on  a  spot  so  remote  from 
the  haunts  of  men,  was  brought  to 
light  by  two  pet  ravens  reared  by 
Meinra^  whicb  pursued  the  mur- 
derers with  croakmg  cries,  and  flap- 
ping wings,  over  hill  and  dale,  as  far 
as  Zurich,  where  their  guilt  was  de- 
tected, and  they  suffered  for  it  on  the 
place  now  occupied  by  the  Baven  inn. 
The  reputation  of  sanctity,  however, 
surrounding  the  spot  where  the  saint 
had  lived,  increaseid  so  much  after  his 
death,  that  his  cell  was  rebuilt,  and 
a  church  founded  by  a  community  of 
Benedictine  hermits  (Einsiedlem). 
The  first  abbot  was  Eberard,  and  it 
is  afiirmed  by  the  monkish  legend, 
and  perpetuated  in  the  bull  of  Pope 
Pius  YUI.,  that  when  the  Bishop  of 
Constance  was  about  to  consecrate 
the  church  on  the  14th  of  September, 
948,  he  was  aroused  at  midnight  by 
the  sounds  of  angelic  minstrelsy,  and 
was  informed  next  day,  by  a  voice 
from  heaven,  that  there  was  no  need 
for  him  to  proceed  with  the  sacred 
rite,  as  the  cnurch  had  been  already 
consecrated  by  the  powers  of  heaven, 
and  by  the  presence  of  the  Saviour  ! 
The  Pope  pronounced  this  a  true 
miracle,  and,  in  consideration  of  it, 
g^ranted  plenary  indulgence  to  all  pil- 
grims who  should  repair  to  the  shnne 
of  Our  Lady  of  the  Hermits,  in  the 
words  inscribed  upon  the  chnrch, 
**  Hie  est  plena  remissio  peocatorum  i 
culp&  et  a  poen&.'*  The  consequence 
of  this  has  been  that  dnring  9  een- 
turies  there  has  been  an  almost  unin- 
terrupted influx  of  pilgrims  from  the 
surrounding  countries  to  this  shrine, 
and  of  wealth  to  the  monastery*    la 
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process  of  time  these  pious  bene- 
factions increased  its  reyenues  and 
domains  to  an  enormous  extent ;  it 
ranked  second  to  St  Gall  alone  of 
all  the  monasteries  in  Switzerland. 
Its  abbot  became  a  prince  of  the  holy 
Roman  empire,  with  a  seat  in  the 
diet  He  had  his  hereditary  officers, 
his  chamberlain,  marshal,  and  cup- 
bearer ;  and  these  posts  were  filled  by 
personages  of  noble  or  princely  rank. 
He  also  enjoyed  the  right  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  and  the  ^wer  of  life  and 
death  in  several  parishes  and  circles. 
Down  to  the  16th  century  the  abbots 
themselves  were  of  noble  fi&milies. 

The  French  revolutionary  invaders 
of  1798  stripped  Einsiedeln  of  its  re- 
soured  and  treasures,  and  carried  off 
the  figure  of  the  Virg^  to  Paris  ;  but 
the  monks,  on  abandoning  the  con- 
vent, transported  with  them  into  Ty- 
rol a  duplicate  figure,  which  they 
assert  to  be  the  authentic  original. 
Notwithstanding  these  untoward,  cir- 
cumstances, the  abbey  remains  at  the 
present  day  the  richest  in  Switzer- 
land, and  the  Black  Virgin,  whether 
an  original  or  a  copyt  l^&s  lost  none  of 
her  reputation.  The  average  annual 
number  of  pilgrims  who  receive  the 
sacrament  m  the  church  is  150,000. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  1700  there 
were  202,000  ;  in  1861  about  the  same 
number  ;  in  1884,  36,000  pilgrims  re- 
paired to  thor  shrine  within  a  fortnight. 
The  great  feast-day  is  Sept  14.  Every 
parish  of  canton  Schwytz,  and  most 
of  the  other  Rom.  Cath.  cantons,  send 
an  annual  deputation  hither,  headed 
hv  the  landamman  and  the  authorities. 
'fhe  Roman  Catholics  of  Switzerland, 
indeed,  for  the  most  part,  make  2  or  3 
journeys  hither  in  the  course  of  their 
lives.  Many  of  the  pilgprims  are  de- 
puties paid  by  others,  wealthier  sin- 
ners, to  do  penance  for  their  princi- 
pals, who  remain  at  home,  and  a 
pilgrimaee  thus  performed  by  proxy 
IS  considered  equally  efficacious  with 
one  made  in  person. 

In  1835  the  convent  contained  77 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order,  in- 
cluding lay-brothers,  novices,  &c. 

In  the  square  in  front  of  the  convent 
stands  a  fountain   with  14  jets    of 


water,  from  all  of  which  the  pilgrims 
drink,  as  it  is  traditionally  reported 
that  our  Saviour  drank  from  one,  but 
from  which  of  them  is  not  known.  In 
the  centre  of  the  pile  of  conventual 
buildings  stands,  as  is  usual  in  Be- 
nedictine monasteries,  the  Church, 
which  has  been  compared  with^that 
of  St  John  Lateran  at  Rome.  The 
interior  is  somewhat  gaudily  orna- 
mented with  inferior  paintings,  marble 
and  gilding.  A  few  feet  from  the 
entrance  stands  the  Shrine  or  Chapel 
of  the  Virgin,  of  black  marble,  with  a 
grating  in  front,  through  which,  by 
the  glare  of  an  ever-burning  lamp,  the 
spectator  perceives  the  palladium  of 
the  temple,  a  little  black  figure  of  the 
Virgin  and  Child,  attired  in  gold  bro- 
cade, glittering  with  jewels,  and  bear- 
ing crowns  of  gold  on  their  heads. 
The  space  in  front  of  the  shrine  is 
rarely  free  of  worshippers,  and  com- 
monly hundreds,  nay,  at  times,  thou- 
sands of  devotees  may  be  seen  pros- 
trate before  it  The  walls  of  this  part 
of  the  church  are  covered  with  votive 
tablets,  rude  paintings  in  oil,  on  which 
no  kind  of  accident  or  misfortune  is 
omitted,  though  they  are  chiefly  de- 
voted to  representations  of  escapes 
from  fire  and  water,  all  effected  by  the 
supposed  miraculous  interference  of 
the  image.  Its  influence,  however,  is 
not  limited  to  incidents  of  private  life, 
many  of  the  great  events  of  history, 
such  as  the  victory  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic cantons  at  Kappel,  are  classed 
among  the  triumphant  interpositions 
of  our  Lady  of  the  Hermits,  250  new 
votive  tablets  were  hung  up  in  1835, 
older  ones  being  removed  to  make  way 
for  them. 

In  the  Chapel  of  the  Magdalene,  a 
church  of  itself  in  size,  on  the  1.  of  the 
choir,  are  28  confessionals,  over  each  of 
which  is  written  the  language  in  which 
confessions  will  be  received  in  it,  either 
German,  Italian,  French,  or  Romansch. 

The  Treasury,  once  so  rich  in  church 
plate,  was  plundered  by  the  French 
in  1798,  and  one  splendid  monstrance 
alone  remains,  but  it  is  not  readily 
shown.  The  monastery  includes,  be- 
sides the  lodgings  for  the  Abbot  and 
the  brethren,  a  handsome  refectory. 
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a  kitchen,  an  hospital,  a  Itbrcary  con- 
taining 26,000  vols^  a  museum  con- 
taining some  fossils  and  minerals,  a 
free  school  and  boarding-school,  the 
pupils  of  which  are  taught  by  the 
monks,  and  a  large  cellar  running 
under  the  greater  part  of  the  edifice. 
During  meals,  passages  of  some  ap- 
proved author,  such  as  Lingard's  His- 
tory of  England,  Cobbett's  History 
of  the  Reformation,  &c,  are  read 
aloud  to  the  assembled  brotherhood, 
and  even  at  times  portions  of  news- 
papers. 

Zwingli,  the  reformer,  was  curate  of 
Einsiedeln  from  1 5 1 6  to  1 5 1 9.  Theo- 
phrastus  Paracelsus  yon  Hohenheim 
was  born  here,  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, in  1498. 

There  is  a  rough  foot  path  under 
the  Mythenberg  (Mitres  hill),  called 
the  ffacken,  by  Alpthal,  from  Einsie- 
deln to  Schwytz,  shorter  than  the 
carriage-road.  It  takes  4^  hrs.  to 
walk :  no  guide  is  needed.  Near  the 
top  is  an  inn,  from  which  the  peak, 
called  Hochstuckli  (4470  ft),  is  f  hr's. 
walk. 

The  carriage  -  road  to  Schwytz 
makes,  at  first,  a  considerable  detour : 
the  footpath  is  shorter,  crossing  the 
Katzenstrick,  a  large  tract  of  upland 
meadow  or  common,  direct  to  Alt- 
matt] 

HoDienthurm  (Inn  dirty  and  extor- 
tionate ;  it  is  better  to  stop  at  La- 
chen),  a  village  of  nearly  800  Inhab., 
is  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  canton  Schwytz,  con- 
vened here  every  two  years,  in  the 
open  air,  on  the  first  fine  Sunday  in 
May.  The  Landamman  is  president, 
and  every  citizen  above  the  age  of  18 
has  a  vote.  These  meetings  afford  no 
favourable  specimen  of  the  working 
of  universal  suffrage,  as  they  frequently 
terminate  in  rioting  and  violence.  For 
example,  in  May,  1838,  9000  voters 
collected  here ;  the  show  of  hands  was 
declared  to  be  in  favour  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  but  the  Liberal  party  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  result  a  battle 
ensued,  in  which  the  hustings  were 
broken  and  many  persons  much  in- 
jured. The  democrats,  enraged  at 
their  defeat,  published  a  manifesto, 


calling  on  the  "  Liberals  to  meet  in 
their  districts,  and  expel  the  rich  from 
their  assemblies  as  their  ancestors  ex- 
pelled Gressler,  since  the  government 
of  the  rich  has  become  a  govemment 
of  murderers." 

Rothenthurm  receives  its  name  from 
a  Red  Tower  still  standing  and  form- 
ing part  of  the  defences  of  a  long  wall 
or  rampart  (letze),  erected  by  die 
Schwytzers  along  their  W.  frontier,  to 
ward  off  the  inroads  of  their  lordly 
and  lawless  neighbours.  It  extended 
hence  as  far  as  Arth. 

About  2  m.  W.  of  Rothenthurm,  on 
the  confines  of  the  canton  of  Zug,  easily 
reached  by  a  road  turning  to  the  rt 
between  Rothenthurm  and  Ecce  Homo^ 
leading  to  the  little  chapel  of  St.  Tames, 
on  the  borders  of  the  lake  of  Egeri 
(Rte.  15),  is  MoRGABTEN,  memorable  in 
Swiss  annals  as  the  scene  of  their  first 
struggle  for  independence;  as  the  spot 
where  the  chivalry  of  Austria  were 
worsted,  and  their  leader,  Duke  Leo- 
pold, compelled  to  fly  with  disgrace, 
on  the  15tii  of  NovemW,  1315, 8  years 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  Austrian 
bailiffs.  Fired  with  the  hope  of  re- 
venge and  with  feeling^  of  hereditary 
hatred,  the  duke  led  on  his  mail-clad 
cavalry  along  the  narrow  strand  be- 
tween the  lake  and  the  hills.  Just 
where  the  ascent  into  the  upland 
country  of  Schwytz  commences,  run- 
ning up  a  narrow  defile,  the  Austrians 
were  met  by  the  confederates,  a 
mere  handfal  of  men  in  compari- 
son with  their  host  but  of  hardy 
frame  and  resolute  spirit  posted  on  the 
ridge  of  the  Sattel,  near  Haselmatt 
The  first  bold  charge  of  the  Swiss, 
rushing  on  with  sworas  and  clubs,  was 
aided  by  a  discharge  of  rocks  from  the 
heights  above,  which  miickly  threw 
into  confusion  the  ranks  of  heavy- 
armed  knights.  They  attempted  to 
fiill  back,  out  their  evolutions  were 
prevented  by  the  infantry  pressing 
on  in  their  rear.  Without  room  to 
mana3u>Te,  or  even  to  turn  Tfor  the 
naturally  confined  margin  of  tne  lake 
was  at  that  time  diminiSied  by  an  un- 
usual increase  of  its  waters),  the  proud 
knights  were  totally  at  the  mercy  of 
their  light-armed  foes.  Many,  in  order 
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to  escape  the  sword,  perished  bjplung- 
ing  into  the  lake  ;  the  rush  of  the 
cavahry  overwhehned  the  infantry  be- 
hind, and  in  a  short  time  the  whole 
army  was  thrown  into  panic  and  dis- 
order. The  Austrians  lost  the  flower 
of  their  nobility,  and  Leopold  with 
difficulty  escaped.  This  astounding 
victory,  the  Marathon  of  Swiss  history, 
was  gained  in  1^  hr.,  over  a  force  of 
20,000  well-armed  men,  bv  1300  monn- 
tidneers,  who  now  for  the  first  time 
met  an  army  in  the  field. 

The  appropriate  memorial  of  their 
success  erected  by  the  Swiss  was,  ac- 
cording to  custom,  a  Chapel^  dedicated 
to  St.  James;  and  service  is  performed 
in  it  annually,  on  the  anniversary  of 
the  fight. 

The  little  village  of  Biberegg,  on 
the  opposite  ^E.)  side  of  Bothenthurm, 
was  the  craole  of  the  family  of  Be- 
dinff,  one  of  the  oldest  ana  noblest 
in  £e  canton,  and  whose  name  ap- 
pears oftener  with  credit  than  any 
other.  There  is  scarcely  a  battle  in 
which  they  are  not  mentioned,  and 
they  have  45  times  filled  the  office  of 
landamman,  the  highest  in  the  state. 
In  1798  Aloys  Bedmg,  a  hero  worthy 
of  such  an  ancestry,  kd  on  the  brave 
inhabitants  of  these  mountains  to  op- 
pose, in  defence  of  their  liberties  and 
constitution,  a  far  outnumbering  force 
of  French  under  General  Schauen- 
berg.  The  Swiss  met  the  invaders  in 
the  valley  of  Bothenthurm,  and  drove 
them  back  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Egeri 
and  the  field  of  their  ancient  victory 
of  Horgarten.  This  proved  but  a 
temporary  gleam  of  success.  Their 
victory  had  cost  them  so  large  a  num- 
ber or  men,  that  they  were  unable  to 
renew  the  contest;  and  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  French  marching  into  the 
canton  rendered  all  further  resistance 
hopeless. 

A  long  descent,  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  Schwytz,  of  the  singiUar  and 
picturesque  My  then  (Mitre)  mountains 
behind  it^  and  of  the  lake  of  Lowertz, 
with  part  of  the  fall  of  the  Bossberg 
(Kte.  17),  leads  through  Sattel,  past 
the  chapel  of  Eoce  Homo,  to  Stemen, 
a  small  village,  having  two  Inns 
(Bossli,  Krone),  memorable   as   the 


birthplace  of  Werner  Stauffacher,  one 
of  the  three  conspirators  of  the  Griitli, 
nearly  4  hours'  drive  from  EUnsiedeln. 
A  small  chapel^  adorned  with  rude 
frescoes  of  scenes  from  his  life,  and 
the  battle  of  Morgarten,  is  dedicated 
to  his  memory.  It  was  built  in  1400. 
The  Bonehouae  is  as  old  as  1111. 

Sckwyiz.    (Bte.  17.) 

[Travellers  bound  from  Einsiedein 
to  the  Bigi  or  Looeme  need  not  enter 
SchwTti.  Soon  after  leaving  Steinen, 
a  path  branching  off  to  the  rt.  leads, 
in  about  labour,  to  Goldau(Rte.  17).] 


BOUTE  73. 

SCHWTTZ  TO  GLABU8,  BT  MUOTTA,  THE 
PBAOEL  PASS,  AXD  THB  KLONTUAL. 

Stnnden.   £ng.m. 
Schwyti. 

MnottaThal      ...  3  a  9 

Smnmit  of  the  Pngel  3i  «  lOi 

Rlchlsan li  »  4i 

Voraoen 1  es  3 

Gtenis 3  a  9 

12  86 

These  are  the  distances  as  reckoned 
in  the  country,  and  a  horse  will  re- 
quire at  least  12  hrs.,  biit  a  good 
walker  will  accomplish  the  distance 
in  lOj  hrs.  There  being  a  rough 
char-road  from  Schwytz  to  Muotta, 
and  a  good  road  from  Vorauen  to 
Glarus,  those  who  can  walk  6  leaffnes 
have  no  need  of  horses,  and  will  be 
better  off  without  them.  The  regular 
charge  for  a  horse  from  Schwytz  to 
Glarus  is  25  fr.  (including  return  fare), 
but  advantage  is  taken  of  travellers 
arriving  at  ISrunnen  or  Schwytz  to 
demana  a  higher  rate.    A  guide  to 
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Glarus  5  fr.,  and  5  fr.  return  fSftre. 
A  pedestrian  can,  for  2  fr.,  hire  a  boy  at 
Muotta  to  show  the  way  as  far  as  Richi- 
sau,  beyond  which  no  ^oide  is  needed. 
There  is  a  footpath  rather  shorter  than 
the  char-road  from  Schwy tz,  by  which 
Muotta  may  be  reached  in  2^  hrs. 
The  road  crosses  the  plain  to  Ibach, 
a  village  of  scattered  houses  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Muotta  Thai,  which  here 
assumes  the  character  of  a  contracted 
gorge;  higher  up  it  opens  out,  and 
exhibits  considerable  capabilities  for 
cultivation.  The  road  ascends  the  L 
bank  of  the  stream,  traversing  Ober 
Schonenbach,  down  to  which  pomt  the 
Russians,  under  Suwarrow,  arove  the 
French  commanded  by  Massena,  Mor- 
tier,  and  Soult,  in  his  desperate  at- 
tempt to  force  his  way  through  them 
to  join  the  Russian  army  at  Ziirich, 
in  1799.  The  stone  bridge  (long  since 
swept  away  by  the  torrent  and  re- 
placed by  a  covered  wooden  bridge  at 
a  higher  elevation)  near  this,  which 
carried  the  road  over  to  the  rt  bank, 
was  taken  and  retaken  many  times  ; 
the  mingled  blood  of  the  two  nations 
crimsoned  the  stream  which  swept 
down  their  floating  bodies. 

Beyond  Ried  thereis  another  bridge, 
near  which  is  a  pretty  waterfall,  and 
a  third  brings  the  traveller  to 

Muotta  Thai,  or  Miitten  (a  neat  and 
cheap  little  Trrn,  Zum  Hirsch^  between 
the  church  and  the  bridge),  the  prin- 
cipal village  of  the  v^ey,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  stream.  The  parish 
contains  1480  Inhab.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  the  Nunnery  of  St,  Joseph, 
a  very  ancient  and  primitive  convent, 
founded  1280.  The  sisters  are  poor, 
and  their  mode  of  living  homely ;  they 
make  their  own  clothes  and  their  own 
hay;  the  superior  is  called  Frau  Mut- 
ter. They  receive  visits  from  stran^rs 
without  the  intervention  of  a  grating, 
and  will  even  give  a  lodging  to  a  re- 
spectable traveiler.  Whoever  avails 
himself  of  this  must  remember  that 
the  convent  is  too  poor  to  aflbrd  gra- 
tuitous hospitality.  They  speak  no 
French. 

From  Muotta  a  path  leads  by  the 
Kinsig  Culm  to  Altorf.  It  was  by 
"^'-  ^>ath  that  Suwarrow  brought  his 


troops.    Another  pass  leads  by  the 
Bisi  Thai  to  Stachelberg  (Rte.  75). 

On  the  night  of  Sept.  27  th  and 
28th,  1799,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
remote  and  peaceful  valley  of  Muotta 
were  surprised  by  the  arrival  of  an 
army  of  an  unknown  nation  and 
tongue,  whose  very  name  many  of 
them  had  never  heard,  which  came 
pouring  down  upon  their  cottages  and 
green  fields  from  the  heights  of  the 
Kinzig  Culm,  bv  paths  and  precipices 
usually  resorted  to  only  by  a  solitary 
shepherd.  These  were  the  24,000 
Russians  under  Suwarrow,  whose 
march  out  of  Italy  is  recounted  in 
Rtes.  34,  75,  and  80.  Here  the 
general  first  heard  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  Korsakow  and  the  main 
Russian  army  at  Ziirich.  He  at 
first  gave  no  credence  to  the  report, 
and  would  have  hung  the  peasant  who 
communicated  it  as  a  spy  and  traitor, 
but  for  the  intercession  of  the  lady 
mother  of  St.  Joseph's  nunnery.  J±e 
was  now  beset  on  all  sides;  part  of 
Leoourbe's  division  followed  his  rear, 
Molitor  occupied  the  summit  of  Oie 
Muotta  Thai,  and  Mortier  and  Mas- 
sena blocked  up  its  mouth.  The  bold 
attempt  to  cut  his  way  out,  through 
the  forces  of  the  latter  general,  was 
defeated,  as  already  mentioned,  chiefly 
by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  a  fresh 
reinforcement  under  Lecourbe  in  per- 
son, though  with  vast  loss  to  (he 
French.  The  veteran  conqueror  was 
compelled,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
career,  to  order  a  retreat,  and  to 
adopt  the  only  alternative  of  crossing 
thePragel  into  Glarus.  The  detach- 
ments of  Molitor's  advanced  guard 
were  quickly  driven  in  before  him, 
and  the  grater  portion  made  pri- 
soners. Suwarrow  s  rear-guard,  how- 
ever, encumbered  with  sick  and 
wounded,  was  greatly  harassed  by 
Massena;  but  t£e  republicans  were 
again  repulsed  with  loss,  and  driven 
back  nearly  to  Sdiwytz.  Suwarrow 
expected  to  be  able  to  reach  Ziirich 
from  OUrus,  there  to  join  and  rally 
the  broken  forces  of  Korsakow;  but 
Molitor,  in  person,  warned  of  his  ap- 
proach, took  possession  of  the  posi- 
tioii  of  Nafels,  blocking  up  the  outlet 
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of  the  Linth  Thai,  as  Massena  had 
intercepted  his  passage  down  the 
Mnotta  Thai,  and  the  Russian  once 
more  fonnd  his  plans  foiled  and 
baffled,  fearing  to  be  hemmed  in 
on  all  sides  by  the  French,  he  gave 
his  troops  a  few  days  of  rest  at 
Glams,  rendered  absolutely  indis- 
pensable by  the  fati^es  they  had  un- 
dergone, after  which  he  once  more 
took  to  the  mountains,  ascending  the 
Semft  Thai  (Rte.  80)  and  crossing  the 
Panixer  Pass  to  the  Grisons. 

A  little  beyond  the  nunnery,  at  the 
end  of  the  Tillage,  the  view  into  the 
Bisithal  is  very  bc^utifuL 

The  Pragei  pass  is  exceedingly 
steep  and  stony  on  the  Muotta  side, 
and  sometimes  marshy,  and  is  scarcely 
fit  for  horses,  which  moreover  are  not 
easily  to  be  found  at  Muotta.  There 
are  no  difficulties  on  the  Glarus  side. 
There  is  no  need  for  a  g^de  in  clear 
weather,  as  the  pass  is  much  used  by 
the  natiyes. 

From  the  inn  at  Muotta  the  path 
continues  for  about  25  min.  among  the 
fields  and  houses,  then  crosses  the 
stream  which  descends  from  Fragel, 
and  immediately  ascends  rapidly  its 
1.  bank,  yery  rocky  and  rugged 
for  the  first  2  hrs.,  after  which  and 
at  the  top  there  are  lai 
or  boggy  patches  with  pJ 
stones  laid  across  them, 
nothing  striking  in  the  scenery 
this  side. 

The  col  (5200  ft.)  is  called  Pri^el, 
and  is  flat;  there  is  a  chalet  where 
bread,  wine,  &c.,  can  be  procured,  but 
it  is  abandoned  in  the  first  week  of 
Sept,  and  snow  is  said  to  melt  late 
and  Ml  soon  on  the  pass. 

The  first  part  of  the  descent  is 
gentle,  but  in  about  20  nun.  the  Klon- 
thal  opens,  and  the  yalley  is  partly 
blocked  up  by  a  huge  barrier,  whicn 
appears  to  be  an  ancient  moraine; 
the  path  makes  a  detour  to  the  left  to 
ayoid  this  obstacle,  and  then  descends 
more  rapidly  through  pines  to  Sichiaau, 
where  tnere  is  a  dean  rustic  7nn,  kept 
by  civil  people. 

The  Klonthalf  into  which  the  tra- 
veller now  descends,  is  exceedingly 
beautifuL  On  the  rt.  hand  it  is  waUed 


in  by  the  Gl&rmsch  rising  in  an  ab- 
rupt and  sheer  precipice,  terminated 
by  a  sharp  edge  of  ice,  and  on  the  1. 
by  the  Wiggis,  scarcely  less  abrupt. 
It  is  a  charmine  walk  of  less  than  an 
hour  down  hiU,  chiefly  over  g^reen 
pastures  and  meadows,  to 

Vorauenj  where  there  is  a  very 
good  country  Inn,  kept  by  F.  Weber, 
an  attentive  landlord.  A  country 
cart  with  seats  can  generally  be  ob- 
tained here;  but  it  is  a  better  plan  to 
make  this  the  sleeping-place,  and  pro- 
ceed next  morning  to  Glarus.  The 
landlord  has  a  boat  upon  the  lake,  by 
means  of  which  the  walk  may  b!e 
shortened  2  m.,  and  the  scenery  seen 
to  perfection.  Deep  in  the  re- 
cesses of  this  charming  valley  lies 
the  Klihuee,  a  lake  about  2  m. 
long,  embedded  deeply  at  the  foot 
of  the  Glamisch,  whose  vast  grey 
precipices  descend  at  this  point  al- 
most perpendicularly  into  the  virater. 
It  is  surrounded  by  meadows  of  the 
most  verdant  green,  covered  until  the 
end  of  autumn  with  flowers.  The 
precipitous  tracks  along  the  side 
of  tne  valley,  along  which  some 
adventurous  French  pushed  forward 
in  pursuit  of  the  Russians,  are  pointed 
out.  Ebel  calls  the  Klonthal  ''une 
des  yallees  les  plus  gracieuses  qu'il  y 
ait  dans  les  Alpes."  Two  Swiss  have 
inscribed  on  a  rock  at  the  foot  of  the 
Glamisch,  by  the  side  of  a  waterfall, 
an  epitaph  in  memory  of  Solomon 
Gessner,  the  pastoral  poet,  author  of 
the  *  Deatli  of  Abel,'  who  used  to  re- 
pair hither  from  Zurich,  and  spend 
the  summer  in  a  chsllet 

The  Vorauen  appears  to  be  a  &- 
vourite  excursion  from  Glams,  and  is 
a  TOod  starting  point  for  the  ascent  of 
Gmmisch  ;  ana  there  is  an  excellent 
char-road  from  it-.  The  char-road  fol- 
lows the  I.  bank  of  the  lake  for  about 
3  m.,  and  then  begins  to  descend  into 
the  valley  of  Glarus.  Keeping  to  the 
rt.  where  two  roads  meet,  the  manu- 
facturing village  of  Riedem  is  reached, 
from  which  the  road,  or  a  footpath  on 
the  rt  over  the  hill,  leads  to 

Glarus  (Rte.  74). 
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ROUTE  74. 

WB8BN  TO  GLARU8  AND  THB  BATHS  OF 
STACaELBERa. 

Railwar  from  Wesen  to  Glams; 
trains  5  times  a-day,  in  30  m. 

The  canton  of  Glilrus,  or  Claris,  con- 
sists of  one  great  Alpine  valley,  and  of 
several  secondary  or  tributary  valleys, 
branching  off  from  it,  and  penetrating 
deep  into  the  high  Alps.  There  is 
but  one  carriage-road  into  it,  which  ter- 
minates, after  a  distance  of  6^  leases 
ss  1 9^  Eng.  m.,  at  the  baths  of  Stachel- 
berg ;  and  for  carriages  there  is 
no  egress  save  the  portol  which  has 
admitted  the  traveller.  It  is  a  truly 
Alpine  district,  abounding  in  very  wild 
scenery. 

The  railroad  from  Wesen  crosses 
the  Linth  canal  (Rte.  13),  and  enters 
the  jaws  of  the  valley  of  Glarus, 
flanked  by  precipices  almost  perpen- 
dicular, and  backed  by  the  vast  mass 
and  snowy  head  of  the  Glamisch 
Mountain. 

[The  road  from  Rapperschwyl  to 
Glarus  passes  through  Lachen  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  Lake  ofZurich,  and  along 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Linth  canal  to 
Nieder-Umen,  where  that  from  Wesen 
joins  it.] 

NdfeU  Stat.  —  (/niw  :  Hirsch  ;  — 
Schwerdt)— in  the  gorge  of  the  valley, 
a  viUa^  of  1800  Innab.,  and  the  chief 
place  m  the  Roman  Catholic  division 
of  the  canton,  is  a  Swiss  hattle-field  of 
some  celebrity.  11  simple  stones, 
inscribed  1388,  set  up  on  tne  meadow 
of  Reuti,  hard  by,  mark  the  spot 
where,  in  that  year,  1300  men  of 
Glarus  met  a  force  of  6000  Austrians, 
who,  having^  taken  Wesen  by  treachery, 
had  burst  into  the  canton,  rava»ng 
and  plundering  the  country  as  they 
advanced.  When  tidings  of  this 
reached  the  ears  of  ^tthias  am 
Buhl,  the  lands-captain,  he  hastily 
collected  a  handful  of  shepherds,  and 
not  only  checked  the  career  of  the 
foragers,  in  spite  of  the  dispropor- 


tion of  numbers,  but  after  11  distinct 
charges,  aided  by  volleys  of  stones  and 
rocks  discharged  from  precipices  above, 
which  threw  the  Austrian  cavalry  into 
confusion,  finally  repulsed  the  invaders, 
with  a  loss  of  2500  of  their  number  left 
dead  on  the  field. 

The  anniversary  of  the  fight  of 
Nafels  is  still  celebrated  through  the 
canton  by  an  annual  festival.  An  en- 
gagement took  place  at  Nafels,  in  1799, 
between  the  Austrians  and  French. 

From  Mollis^  the  viUage  opposite 
Nafels,  the  river  Linth  is  conducted 
into  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt  by  the 
artificial  canal  constructed  by  Escher 
(see  Rte.  13).  In  the  churchyard  of 
Mollis  the  heroes  of  Nafels  are  buried. 

The  valley  of  the  Linth  is  subject 
to  much  danger  and  injury  from  its 
sudden  rises,  and  the  swelJine  of  its 
tributary  torrents.  The  broad  frinee 
of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  visible 
on  both  sides  of  the  Linth,  the  com- 
mon drain  of  the  district,  will  show 
what  mischief  that  river  occasions 
after  storms  of  rain,  and  during  the 
melting  of  the  snows.  The  whole  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  valley  is  at 
times  converted  into  a  lake;  and  the 
little  patches  of  ground,  which  have 
cost  the  peasant  much  hard  labour 
and  care  to  cultivate,  are  at  once 
overwhelmed  and  ruined.  The  lime- 
stone mountains  of  this  district  abound 
in  caverns,  which  serve  as  reservoirs 
for  the  melting  glaciers.  In  the  spring 
and  early  summer,  the  rocks  appear 
to  stream  from  every  pore,  while  every 
gorge  and  hollow  sends  forth  a  raging 
torrent 

Glarus  was  formerly  subject  to  the 
Abbey  of  Sackingen,  to  which  rights 
Austria  succeeded.  Glarus  jomed 
the  Swiss  cantons  in  1352,  and  after 
the  battle  of  Nafels  gained  partially 
its  independence;  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  1 4th  cen  ty.  the  canton  purchased 
the  extinction  of  feudal  rights,  and 
finally  made  peace  with  Austria.  The 
Reformation  divided  the  canton  and 
occasioned  severe  struggles  and  fight- 
ing. In  1798  the  canton  lost  several 
dependencies.  It  contains  30,000 
Inhab.;  26,000  Prot,  4000  Roman 
Catholics,  all  speaking  German. 
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Qlarus  (Glaris,  Fr.)— (/iww ;  Glamer 
Hof;  new,  clean,  but  rather  dear  and 
noisy; — Railway  Bestaurant).  This 
little  town,  the  capital  of  the  can- 
ton, is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its 
secluded  situation  at  the  base  of 
the  Glamisch  and  Schilt,  encom- 
passed and  -  shut  in  by  the  Alps, 
whose  bare  and  bleak  precipices  and 
tops  contrast  remarkably  with  the 
muder  verdure  about  their  base.  The 
inhabitants,  4826  in  number,  are  dis- 
tinguished by  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise, which  nas  converted  Glarus  into 
a  place  of  manufactures,  especially  of 
cotton,  printing  of  muslins,  &c. 

They  possess  a  Club  (Casino),  a 
modem  house  of  fine  masonry,  and 
a  Free  Scfiool  for  700  children,  erected 
by  private  subscriptions,  and  reflecting 
much  credit  on  the  public  spirit  of  the 
citizens.  The  Gothic  church  is  open 
to  Protestant  and  Romanist  ahke. 
Zwingli  was  the  pastor  here,  1506  to 
1546.  The  Linth  is  crossed  by  two 
bridges. 

The  Bwrghugel^  an  eminence  sur- 
mounted by  a  chapel,  commands  the 
best  view  of  the  town,  the  ^reen 
meadows  around,  and  the  arid  lime- 
stone mountains  Glamisch  (7175  ft.), 
Wiggis  (7030  ft.),  Hansstock,  and 
Karpfstock. 

In  1861  a  disastrous  confla^ation 
all  but  utterly  destroyed  this  hitherto 
prosperous  seat  of  industry.  At  times 
a  tremendous  wind  called  the  Fdhn 
sweeps  down  the  valley  of  Glarus 
with  the  concentrated  force  of  a 
furnace-blast.  It  is  so  much  dreaded, 
that  local  laws  have  existed  for 
venerations,  b^  which,  on  its  setting 
in,  every  fire  m  the  town,  including 
those  used  for  purposes  of  industry, 
must  be  extinguished.  The  very  day 
before  the  fire  occurred,  the  propriety 
of  repealing  these  laws  had  been  con- 
sidered by  the  assembled  inhabitants 
of  the  canton,  and  by  an  almost  un- 
animous resolution  it  was  resolved 
to  maintain  them.  It  was  during  a 
visitation  of  this  dreaded  wind  uiat 
a  stray  spark  was  carried  from  one 
house  to  another,  and  a  fire  kindled, 
which  was  not  extinguished  till  more 
than  two- thirds  of  the  town  were  laid 


in  ashes.  All  the  principal  buildings 
were  burned  to  the  ground,  and  3000 
of  the  population  left  houseless. 

The  name  Glarus  is  a  corruption  of 
Hilariusj  a  saint  to  whom  a  shrine  was 
built  among  these  mountains  at  a 
very  early  period. 

The  green  cheese  called  Schabzieger  is 
peculiar  to  the  canton  Glarus.  It 
owes  its  singular  appearance,  rank 
smell,  and  flavour,  to  an  herb  ^Meli- 
lotus  cserulea,  blue  melilot :  Germ. 
Honigklee),  which  is  partly  cultivated 
for  this  purpose  in  gardens  within  the 
canton,  and  partly  imported  from 
others.  To  fit  it  for  use,  it  is  dried, 
ground  to  powder,  and,  in  that  state, 
mixed  with  the  curds,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  3  lbs.  of  the  herb  to  100  lbs.  of 
curds.  The  cheese  is  said  to  be  made 
of  cows'  milk,  like  any  common  cheese, 
and  not  of  goats'.  The  curds  are 
brought  down  from  the  high  pastures 
into  the  valley  in  sacks,  and,  after 
having  a  due  proportion  of  herb  incor- 
porated with  them,  are  ground  in  a 
mill  resembling  that  used  for  making 
cider.  After  being  thoroughly  knead- 
ed by  this  process  for  an  hour  or  two 
it  is  nt  for  pressing.  The  cheese  is 
ripe  for  use  after  a  twelvemonth's  keep- 
ing. A  laige  quantity  of  it  is  exported 
to  America;  and  the  manufacture  of  it 
is  considered  a  lucrative  trade.  The 
natives  attribute  its  peculiar  character 
to  some  virtue  in  the  pastures  on 
which  the  cows  are  fed. 

It  is  a  pleasant  2^  hrs.  drive  or  walk 
from  Glarus  to  Obstalden  or  Narexen, 
where  is  a  fine  view  over  the  whole 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  and  part  of  that  of 
Ziirich.  A  broad  road  leads  thither 
from  Mollis.  N.B.  The  charge  for 
hor.se8,  guides,  and  porters  in  the 
valley  of  Glarus  is  very  high,  and  the 
beasts  are  very  bad. 

Many  mountain  paths  ramify  in 
various  directions  from  Glarus. 

a.  The  Pragel  pass  (Rte.  73)  by  the 
Klonthal  into  the  canton  Schwyta 
through  a  beautiful  pastoral  valley  : 
the  finest  part  of  it  is  not  more  than 
8  m.  from  Glarus,  and  may  be  reached 
in  a  char. 

6.  Two  mountain-paths  lead  to  the 
Lake  of  Wallenstaat;    one,  by  the 
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Kerenzenherg  over  the  W.  shoulder  of 
the  M&'tschenstock  (Rte.  13);  the  other, 
to  Murg^  passin?  under  the  £.  side  of 
the  summit.  The  ascent  of  the  Miirt- 
schenstock  may  be  easily  combined 
with  either  of  these  excursions.  A 
gpiide  should  be  taken. 

c.  Two  passes  lead  through  the 
Semft  Thai  to  the  valley  of  the 
Vorder  Khein: — 

(1)  The  Segues  Pass  (Rte.  79). 

(2)  The  Panirer  Pass  (Rte.  80). 

d.  Three  passes  lead  into  the  Can- 
ton St.  Gall,  which,  like  the  last,  are 
reached  through  the  Semft  Thai: — 

(1)  The  Flumaer  Pass,  diverging 
from  the  villas  of  Matt,  to  the  Flums 
Stat,  on  the  tTy.  between  Wallenstadt 
and  Sargans  (Rte.  14). 

(2)  The  Biieten  Pass,  from  Matt  to 
Sargans,  said  to  be  easy. 

(3)  The  Bamm  Pass,  from  Elm  to 
Sargans,  more  difficult  than  the  last, 
about  10  hrs.  walk. 

The  baths  of  Pfeffers  maybe  reached 
by  either  of  ihe  last*mentioned  passes, 
by  crossini"  the  ridge  between  Weiss- 
tannen,  and  the  Kalfeuser  Thai.  The 
main  object,  however,  with  most 
travellers  who  visit  Glarus  is  to  reach 
Lint-thai  and  Stachelberg,  up  the 
valley  of  the  Linth,  where  first  the 
Glarnisch,  and,  higher  up,  the  Dodi, 
with  its  snowy  satellites,  are  objects 
of  extreme  grandeur  and  beauty. 

Stachelberg  has  of  late  years  risen 
into  notice  as  one  of  the  best  head- 
quarters for  the  lovers  of  grand  Al- 
pine scenery.  Numerous  excursions 
of  more  or  less  difficulty  may  be 
made,  and  passes,  hitherto  rarely  fre- 
quented by  travellers,  lead  in  various 
directions.  The  principal  of  these  are 
described  in  Rtes.  75,  76,  77,  78,  and 
79. 

The  people  of  the  canton  Glarus 
have  exhibited  the  national  propen- 
sity to  prey  upon  strangers  as  strongly, 
but  with  less  intelligence,  than  else- 
where in  Switzerland.  A  few  years 
ago  prices  were  much  lower  than  in 
the  canton  Berne;  but  since  tourists 
have  become  more  numerous,  exor- 
bitant demands  are  often  made  for 
guides,  horses,  &c.  Up  to  a  recent 
date,  the  peasant  proprietors  at  the 


head  of  the  valley  had  resisted  the 
continuation  of  the  char-road,  or  even 
the  making  of  bridges  over  the  tor- 
rents, because  they  find  it  a  good 
speculation  to  employ  their  children 
to  lay  planks  over  the  streams,  a 
service  which  the  wayfarer  can  scarcely 
refuse  to  reward. 

It  is  about  13  m.  by  a  good  road 
from  Glarus,  through  many  villages, 
and  by  numerous  cotton  factories  and 
charming  scenery,  to 

Lint-thai  (Inns :  Zum  Baren,  cheap 
and  fair;  Lowe).  Pedestrians  may 
prefer  this  to  the  hotel  at  Stachelberg, 
which  is  dearer  and  a  little  more  dis- 
tant from  the  Pantenbriicke,  and  the 
head  of  the  valley.  The  Diligence 
crosses  the  river  below  Lint-thai,  and 
will  leave  or  call  for  strangers  pro- 
ceeding to  the  large  Hotel  and  Baths  of 
Stachelberg,  a  tolerably  well-managed 
house,  but  often  overcrowded,  built  on 
an  eminence  on  the  W.  side  of  the 
Linth,  surrounded  by  torrents,  rocks, 
and  glaciers.  It  has  greatly  risen  in 
repute  as  a  watering-place,  and  on 
account  of  the  exquisite  beauty  of  its 
situation,  and  the  virtues  of  its  con- 
centrated alkaline  sulphureous  spring, 
which  distils,  drop  by  drop,  from  a 
fissure  in  the  Braunberg,  is  much  re- 
sorted to.  The  period  of  the  "  cure  " 
is  fixed  at  between  20  and  24  days. 
The  hotel  is  surrounded  by  walks  and 
pleasure-grounds.  It  is  resorted  to  by 
a  mob  of  holiday-makers  on  Sundays, 
when  the  house  is  very  noisy.  The 
valley  of  the  Linth  abounds  in  fine 
waterfalls.  Less  than  a  mile  from 
the  Baths  are  the  Falls  of  the 
Fdtschbach,  About  1  hr.  above  Lint- 
thai  is  the  much  finer  fall  of  the 
Schreyenbach,  of  the  Staubbach  kind, 
which  when  seen  from  below  appears 
to  issue  from  the  sky.  At  the  bottom  it 
spreads  over  30  yards  of  rock,  coming 
down  in  a  shower  of  water-rockets. 
It  is  well  worth  while  to  turn  aside 
from  the  regular  path  to  the  Pan- 
tenbriicke, in  order  to  approach  the 
fall  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

A  little  i\irther  on  is  a  new  and  clean 
little  Tnn  (H.  du  Todi),  opened  1863. 

The  most  interesting  excursion  from 
Stachelberg  is  that  to  the  head  of  the 
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valley,  where  the  Linth  escapes  from 
the  glaciers  that  lie  around  the  peaks 
of  the  Tddi,  Biferten  Stock,  Scheerkom, 
&C.  Above  the  baths  the  Tale  of  the 
linth  becomes  grander  and  more 
savage;  at  length  the  bed  of  the  river 
contracts  into  a  chasm,  in  the  depths  of 
which  it  worms  its  way,  while  a  narrow 
and  steep  path  alone  leads  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice.  5  miles  up  (1) 
hours'  walk),  at  a  spot  where  the  gorge 
is  deepest,  was  a  singularly  bold  Inidge 
of  a  single  arch  of  stone,  20  ft  span, 
and  140  fL  above  the  torrent,  and  400 
years  old.  This  was  the  Pcmtenbr^kef 
which  was  swept  awav  by  an  ava- 
lanche, 1852,  and  has  been  since  re- 
built. The  gorge  above  the  bridge 
becomes  even  more  romantic  and 
wild;  it  is  surpassed  by  few  in  the 
Alps. 

About  i  hr.  above  the  bridge  a 
tributary  torrent  joins  the  linth  on 
the  £.  side,  which  seems  to  cut  its 
own  channel,  but  a  few  yards  in 
width  and  many  hundreds  of  feet 
deep,  into  the  mass  of  the  Selbsanft 
mountain,  which  rises  grandly  in  tier 
over  tier  of  precipices  to  a  height  of 
about  10,000  ft  Beyond  this  the 
path  crosses  to  the  W.  side  of  the 
stream,  and  the  gorge  opens  out  a 
little.  After  crossing  some  slopes  of 
disintegrated  slate  at  the  base  of  the 
Gemsistock,  another  bridge  carried  the 
path  back  to  the  £.  bank,  and  a  little 
farther  the  ch&lets  of  the  Lower  Sand 
Alp  are  reached — 1|  hr.  from  the 
Pantenbriicke — ^where  milk  and  butter 
may  be  obtained.  From  this  point, 
about  4000  ft.  above  the  sea,  the 
views,  though  confined  by  the  rocks 
which  rise  steeply  around,  are  ex- 
tremely striking.  Nearly  due  S.  is 
the  magpaificent,  but  rarely  visited, 
Biferten  glacier,  enclosed  by  the  pre- 
cipices of  the  Biferten  Stock  and  Pla- 
talva  on  the  E.,  and  the  Todi  on  the 
W.  It  sends  down  its  torrent,  the 
Bifertenbach,  to  join  the  main  stream, 
here  called  the  Sandback,  a  little  below 
the  higher  chalets.  The  Sandbach  is 
seen  to  flow  from  an  upper  plateau 
W.  of  the  Lower  Sand  Alp,  and  de- 
scends the  precipitous  rocks  on  that 
side  of  the  valley  in  a  magnificent  cas" 


cade,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  Alps. 
It  is  not,  however,  well  seen  from 
any  point  easy  of  access. 

The  path  to  the  Upper  Sand  Alp,  or 
Oherstaffel,  after  crossing  the  Biferten- 
bach,  ascends  in  zigzags  the  steep 
slope  of  the  Ck;hsenb&nke,  and  at  the 
summit  crosses  the  Sandbach  just 
above  the  waterfall  In  ^  hr.  ^2  hrs. 
from  the  lower  chsllets)  the  chaaets  of 
the  Upper  Sand  Alp  are  reached. 

The  position  of^  these  chalets  is 
striking  and  beautiful.  They  stand 
at  about  (K)00  ft.  above  the  sea,  in  the 
midst  of  bright  green  pastures,  sur- 
rounded by  ru^edsnow-capped  peaks. 
The  position  is  an  admirable  one  for 
expeoitions  over  the  neighbouring 
glaciers,  and  travellers  occasionally 
sleep  there.  They  are,  however, 
but  comfortless  quarters;  the  fleas 
are  even  more  numerous  than  usual, 
and  there  have  been  complaints  of 
incivility  and  extortion.  Future 
travellers  must  recollect  that  such 
ch&lets  are  frequently  not  occupied  by 
the  same  men  in  successive  seasons, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  that  what  has 
appeared  to  these  herdsmen  to  be 
lavish  payment  received  from  one 
traveUer  has  encouraged  them  to 
make  unreasonable  demands  upon 
others.  From  the  Upper  Sand  Alp 
it  is  possible  to  reach  Amsteg,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Beuss,  crossing  the  gla- 
ciers of  the  Clariden  Grat  (Rte.  34),  and 
descending  through  the  Maderaner- 
thaL  The  route  is  said  to  be  difficult, 
and  requires  good  guides,  ropes,  &c. 
For  a  traveller  intending  to  sleep  at 
the  upper  chalets,  the  best  route  nom 
the  £ower  Sand  Alp  is  to  foUow  up 
the  Bifertenbach  to  the  foot  of  the 
Biferten  glacier,  and  then  wind  round 
the  Ochsenstock  to  the  pastures  of 
the  Upper  Sand  Alp.  A  guide  should 
be  taken.  In  the  way  back  to  Stachel- 
berg,  the  route  may  be  varied  by 
ascending  the  Beckistock;  then,  pass- 
ing over  the  shoulder  of  the  Gemsi- 
stock, the  path  is  rejoined  near  the 
Pantenbriicke. 

[The  Dddi  or  7Aii^  (11,880  ft.)  is 
the  giant  of  this  portion  of  the  chain 
of  iUps,  and  its  summit  had  been  rarely 
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Glarus  5  fr.,  and  5  fr.  return  fare. 
A  pedestrian  can,  for  2  fr.,  hire  a  boy  at 
Muotta  to  show  the  way  as  far  as  Bichi- 
saa,  beyond  which  no  euide  is  needed. 
There  is  a  footpath  rather  shorter  than 
the  char-road  trom  Schwy  t«,  by  which 
Muotta  may  be  reached  in  2^  hrs. 
The  road  crosses  the  plain  to  Ibach, 
a  village  of  scattered  houses  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Muotta  Thai,  which  here 
assumes  the  character  of  a  contracted 
gorge;  higher  up  it  opens  out,  and 
exhibits  considerable  capabilities  for 
cultivation.  The  road  ascends  the  L 
bank  of  the  stream,  traversing  Ober 
Schonenbach,  down  to  which  pomt  the 
Russians,  under  Suwarrow,  drove  the 
French  commanded  by  Massena,  Mor- 
tier,  and  Soult,  in  his  desperate  at- 
tempt to  force  his  way  through  them 
to  join  the  Russian  army  at  Zurich, 
in  1799.  The  stone  bridge  (long  since 
swept  away  by  the  torrent  and  re- 
placed by  a  covered  wooden  bridge  at 
a  higher  elevation)  near  this,  which 
carried  the  road  over  to  the  rt  bank, 
was  taken  and  retaken  many  times  ; 
the  mingled  blood  of  the  two  nations 
crimsoned  the  stream  which  swept 
down  their  floating  bodies. 

Beyond  Ried  there  is  another  bridge, 
near  which  is  a  pretty  waterfall,  and 
a  third  brings  the  traveller  to 

Muotta  Thai,  or  Mutten  (a  neat  and 
cheap  little  Inn,  Zum  Hirsch^  between 
the  cnurch  and  the  bridge),  the  prin- 
cipal village  of  the  valley,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  stream.  The  parish 
contains  1480  Inhab.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  the  Nunnery  of  St,  Joseph, 
a  very  ancient  and  primitive  convent, 
foundied  1280.  The  sisters  are  poor, 
and  their  mode  of  living  homely;  they 
make  their  own  clothes  and  their  own 
hay;  the  superior  is  called  Frau  Mut-. 
ter.  They  receive  visits  f^om  stran^rs 
without  the  intervention  of  a  grating, 
and  will  even  give  a  lodging  to  a  re- 
spectable traveller.  Whoever  avails 
himself  of  this  must  remember  that 
the  convent  is  too  poor  to  aA>rd  gra- 
tuitous hospitality.  They  speak  no 
French. 

From  Muotta  a  path  leads  by  the 
Kinzig  Culm  to  ^torf.  It  was  by 
this  path  that  Suwarrow  brought  his 


troops.    Another  pass  leads  by  the 
Bisi  Thai  to  Stachelberg  (Bte.  75). 

On  the  night  of  Sept.  27th  and 
28th,  1799,  Uie  inhabitants  of  the 
remote  and  peaceful  valley  of  Muotta 
were  surprised  by  the  arrival  of  an 
army  of  an  unknown  nation  and 
tongue,  whose  very  name  many  of 
them  had  never  heard,  which  came 
pouring  down  upon  their  cottages  and 
green  fields  from  the  heights  of  the 
S^inzig  Culm,  by  paths  and  precipices 
usual^  resortea  to  only  by  a  sohtary 
shepherd.  These  were  the  24,000 
Russians  under  Suwarrow,  whose 
march  out  of  Italy  is  recounted  in 
Rtes.  34,  75,  and  80.  Here  the 
genera]  first  heard  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  Korsakow  and  the  main 
Russian  army  at  Ziirich.  He  at 
first  gave  no  credence  to  the  report, 
and  would  have  hung  the  peasant  who 
communicated  it  as  a  spy  and  traitor, 
but  for  the  intercession  of  the  lady 
mother  of  St  Joseph's  nunnery.  He 
was  now  beset  on  all  sides;  part  of 
Lecourbe's  division  followed  his  rear, 
Molitor  occupied  the  summit  of  tJbe 
Muotta  Thai,  and  Mortier  and  Mas- 
sena blocked  up  its  mouth.  The  bold 
attempt  to  cut  his  way  out,  through 
the  forces  of  the  latter  general,  was 
defeated,  as  already  mentioned,  chiefly 
by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  a  fresn 
reinforcement  under  Leoourbe  in  per- 
son, though  with  vast  loss  to  the 
French.  The  veteran  conqueror  waa 
compelled,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
career,  to  order  a  retreat,  and  to 
adopt  the  only  alternative  of  crossing 
the  rragel  into  Olarus.  The  detach- 
ments of  Mentor's  advanced  guard 
were  quickly  driven  in  before  him, 
and  the  greater  portion  made  pri- 
soners. Suwarrow^s  rear-g^rd,  how- 
ever, encumbered  with  sick  and 
wounded,  was  greatly  harassed  by 
Massena;  but  the  republicans  were 
again  repulsed  with  loss,  and  driven 
back  nearly  to  Schwyts.  Suwarrow 
expected  to  be  able  to  reach  Ziirich 
from  Glarus,  there  to  join  and  rally 
the  broken  forces  of  Korsakow;  but 
Molitor,  in  person,  warned  of  his  ap- 
proach, tooK  possession  of  the  posi- 
tion of  Nafols,  blocking  up  the  outlel 
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of  the  linth  Tha],  as  Massena  had 
intercepted  his  passage  down  the 
Muotta  Thai,  and  the  Russian  once 
more  found  his  plans  foiled  and 
baffled.  Fearing  to  be  hemmed  in 
on  all  sides  by  the  French,  he  gave 
his  troops  a  few  days  of  rest  at 
Glams,  rendered  absolutely  indis- 
pensable by  the  fatigues  they  had  un- 
dereone,  after  which  he  once  more 
took  to  the  mountains,  ascending  the 
Sernft  Thai  (Rte.  80)  and  crossing  the 
Panixer  Pass  to  the  Orisons. 

A  little  beyond  the  nunnery,  at  the 
end  of  the  village,  the  view  into  the 
Bisithal  is  very  beautifuL 

The  Pragel  pass  is  exceedingly 
steep  and  stony  on  the  Muotta  side, 
and  sometimes  marshy,  and  is  scarcely 
fit  for  horses,  which  moreover  are  not 
easily  to  be  found  at  Muotta.  There 
are  no  difficulties  on  the  Glarus  side. 
There  is  no  need  for  a  guide  in  clear 
weather,  as  the  pass  is  much  used  by 
the  natives. 

From  the  inn  at  Muotta  the  path 
continues  for  about  25  min.  among  the 
fields  and  houses,  then  crosses  the 
stream  which  descends  from  Pragel, 
and  immediately  ascends  rapidly  its 
1.  bank,  very  rocky  and  rugged 
for  the  first  2  hrs.,  after  which  and 
at  the  top  there  are  large  marshy 
or  boggy  patches  with  planks  and 
stones  laid  across  them.  There  is 
nothing  striking  in  the  scenery  on 
this  si&. 

The  col  (5200  ft.)  is  called  Pragel, 
and  is  flat;  there  is  a  chalet  where 
bread,  wine,  &c.,  can  be  procured,  but 
it  is  abandoned  in  the  first  week  of 
Sept,  and  snow  is  said  to  melt  late 
and  fall  soon  on  the  pass. 

The  first  part  of  the  descent  is 
gentle,  but  in  about  20  mm.  the  Klbn- 
thal  opens,  and  the  valley  is  partly 
blocked  up  by  a  huge  barrier,  which 
luppears  to  be  an  ancient  moraine; 
the  path  makes  a  detour  to  the  left  to 
avoid  this  obstacle,  and  then  descends 
more  rapidly  through  pines  to  Richiaaiu, 
where  there  is  a  clean  rustic  Inn^  kept 
by  civil  people. 

The  Klonthal,  into  which  the  tra- 
veller now  descends,  is  exceedingly 
beautifuL  On  the  rt  hand  it  is  waUed 


in  by  the  Oldrmsch  rising  in  an  ab- 
rupt and  sheer  precipice,  terminated 
by  a  sharp  edge  of  ice,  and  on  the  L 
by  the  Wiggis,  scarcely  less  abrupt. 
It  is  a  charming  walk  of  less  than  an 
hour  dovm  hifl,  chiefly  over  green 
pastures  and  meadows,  to 

Vorauen,  where  there  is  a  very 
good  country  Inrif  kept  by  F.  Weber, 
an  attentive  landlord.  A  country 
cart  with  seats  can  generally  be  ob- 
tained here;  but  it  is  a  better  plan  to 
make  this  the  sleeping^place,  and  pro- 
ceed next  morning  to  Glarus.  The 
landlord  has  a  boat  upon  the  lake,  by 
means  of  which  the  walk  may  \>e 
shortened  2  m.,  and  the  scenery  seen 
to  perfection.  Deep  in  the  re- 
cesses of  this  charming  valley  lies 
the  KlOnsee^  a  lake  about  2  m. 
long,  embedded  deeply  at  the  foot 
of  the  Glamisch,  whose  vast  grey 
precipices  descend  at  this  point  al- 
most perpendicularly  into  the  water. 
It  is  surrounded  by  meadows  of  the 
most  verdant  green,  covered  until  the 
end  of  autumn  with  flowers.  The 
precipitous  tracks  along  the  side 
of  the  valley,  along  which  some 
adventurous  French  pushed  forward 
in  pursuit  of  the  Russians,  are  pointed 
out.  Ebel  calls  the  Klonthal  ''une 
des  vallees  les  plus  gracieuses  qu'il  y 
ait  dans  les  Alpes."  Two  Swiss  have 
inscribed  on  a  rock  at  the  foot  of  the 
GULmisch,  by  the  side  of  a  waterfall, 
an  epitaph  in  memory  of  Solomon 
Gessner,  the  pastoral  poet,  author  of 
the  *  Death  of  Abel,'  who  used  to  re- 
pair hither  from  ZUrich,  and  spend 
the  summer  in  a  chalet. 

The  Vorauen  appears  to  be  a  fa- 
vourite excursion  from  Glams,  and  is 
a  good  starting  point  for  the  ascent  of 
Gmmisch  ;  and  there  is  an  excellent 
char-road  from  it.  The  char-road  fol- 
lows the  1.  bank  of  the  lake  for  about 
3  m.,  and  then  begins  to  descend  into 
the  valley  of  Glarus.  Keeping  to  the 
rt.  where  two  roads  meet,  the  manu- 
facturing village  of  Riedem  is  reached, 
from  which  the  road,  or  a  footpath  on 
the  rt.  over  the  hill,  leads  to 

Glana  (Rte.  74> 
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ROUTE  74. 

WESEN  TO  OLARUS  AND  THE  BATHS  OP 
STACHELBERO. 

Railwajr  from  Wesen  to  Qlanu; 
trains  5  times  a-daj,  in  30  m. 

The  canton  of  Qlfirus,  or  Claris,  con- 
sists of  one  great  Alpine  ralley,  and  of 
seyeral  secondary  or  tributary  valleys, 
branching  off  from  it,  and  penetrating 
deep  into  the  high  Alps.  There  is 
but  one  carriage-road  into  it,  which  ter- 
minates, after  a  distance  of  6^  leagues 
ss  19^  Eng.  m.,  at  the  baths  of  Stachel- 
berg ;  and  for  carriages  there  is 
no  egress  sare  the  portol  which  has 
admitted  the  traveller.  It  is  a  truly 
Alpine  district,  abounding  in  very  wild 
scenery. 

The  railroad  from  Wesen  crosses 
the  Linth  canal  (Bte.  13),  and  enters 
the  jaws  of  the  valley  of  Glarus, 
flanked  by  precipices  almost  perpen- 
dicular, and  backed  by  the  vast  mass 
and  snowy  head  of  the  Glamisch 
Mountain. 

[The  road  from  Rapperschwyl  to 
Glarus  passes  through  Lachen  on  the 
8.  side  of  the  Lake  of  ZUrich,  and  along 
the  L  bank  of  the  Linth  canal  to 
Nieder-Umen,  where  that  from  Wesen 
joins  it] 

Ndfels  Stat.  —  {Inns  :  Hirsch  ;  — 
Schwerdt)— in  the  fforge  of  the  valley, 
a  villaee  of  1800  Innab.,  and  the  chief 
place  m  the  Roman  Catholic  division 
of  the  canton,  is  a  Swiss  battle-field  of 
some  celebrity.  11  simple  stones, 
inscribed  1388,  set  up  on  tne  meadow 
of  Benti,  haid  by,  mark  the  spot 
where,  in  that  year,  1300  men  of 
Glarus  met  a  force  of  6000  Austrians, 
who,  havingtaken  Wesen  by  treachery, 
had  burst  into  the  canton,  ravaging 
and  plundering  the  country  as  they 
advanced.  When  tidings  of  this 
reached  the  ears  of  ^uitthias  am 
Bahl,  the  lands-captain,  he  hastily 
collected  a  handful  of  shepherds,  and 
not  only  checked  the  career  of  the 
foragers,  in  spite  of  the  dispropor- 


tion of  numbers,  but  after  11  distinct 
charges,  aided  by  volleys  of  stones  and 
rocks  dischargea  from  {precipices  above, 
which  threw  3ie  Austrian  cavalry  into 
confusion,  finally  repulsed  the  invaders, 
with  a  loss  of  2500  of  their  number  left 
dead  on  the  field. 

The  anniversary  of  the  fight  of 
Nafels  is  still  celebrated  through  the 
canton  by  an  annual  festival.  An  en- 
gagement took  place  at  Nafel8,in  1799, 
Between  the  Austrians  and  French. 

From  Mollis^  the  village  opposite 
Nafels,  the  river  Linth  is  conducted 
into  the  lake  of  Wallenstadt  by  the 
artificifd  canal  constructed  by  Escher 
(see  Rte.  13).  In  the  churchyard  of 
Mollis  the  heroes  of  Nafels  are  buried. 

The  valley  of  the  Linth  is  subject 
to  much  danger  and  injury  from  its 
sudden  rises,  and  the  swelling  of  its 
tributary  torrents.  The  broad  fringe 
of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  visible 
on  both  sides  of  the  Linth,  the  com- 
mon drain  of  the  district,  will  show 
what  mischief  that  river  occasions 
after  storms  of  rain,  and  during  the 
melting  of  the  snows.  The  whole  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  valley  is  at 
times  converted  into  a  lake;  and  the 
little  patches  of  g^und,  which  have 
cost  the  peasant  much  hard  labour 
and  care  to  crdtivate,  are  at  once 
overwhelmed  and  ruined.  The  lime- 
stone mountains  of  this  district  abound 
in  caverns,  which  serve  as  reservoirs 
for  the  melting  glaciers.  In  the  spring 
and  early  summer,  the  rocks  appear 
to  stream  from  every  pore,  while  every 
gorge  and  hollow  sends  forth  a  raging 
torrent 

Glarus  was  formerly  subject  to  the 
Abbey  of  Sackingen,  to  which  rights 
Austria  si^cceed^.  Glarus  iomed 
the  Swiss  cantons  in  1352,  and  after 
the  battle  of  Nafels  gained  partially 
its  independence;  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  14thcenty.  the  canton  purchased 
the  extinction  of  feudal  rights,  and 
finally  made  peace  with  Austria.  The 
RdTormation  divided  the  canton  and 
occasioned  severe  struggles  and  fight- 
ing. In  1798  the  canton  lost  several 
dependencies.  It  contains  30,000 
Inhab.;  26,000  Prot,  4000  Roman 
Catholics,  aU  speaking  German. 
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Giants  (Claris,  Fr.) — (^Fnns :  Glarner 
Hof  J  new,  clean,  but  rather  dear  and 
noisy; — Railway  Restaurant).  This 
little  town,  the  capital  of  the  can- 
ton, is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its 
secluded  situation  at  the  base  of 
the  Glamisch  and  Schilt,  encom- 
passed and  -  shut  in  by  the  Alps, 
whose  bare  and  bleak  precipices  and 
tops  contrast  remarkably  with  the 
muder  verdure  about  their  base.  The 
inhabitants,  4826  in  number,  are  dis- 
tinguished by  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise, which  nas  converted  Glarus  into 
a  place  of  manufactures,  especially  of 
cotton,  printing  of  muslins,  &c 

They  possess  a  Club  (Casino),  a 
modem  house  of  fine  masonry,  and 
a  Free  School  for  700  children,  erected 
by  private  subscriptions,  and  reflecting 
much  credit  on  the  public  spirit  of  the 
citizens.  The  Gothic  c/iurcA  is  open 
to  Protestant  and  Romanist  alike. 
Zwingli  was  the  pastor  here,  1506  to 
1546.  The  Linth  is  crossed  by  two 
bride^es. 

The  Burghugel^  an  eminence  sur- 
mounted by  a  chapel,  commands  the 
best  view  of  the  town,  the  green 
meadows  around,  and  the  arid  lime- 
stone mountains  Glamisch  (7175  ft), 
Wiggis  (7030  ft),  Hansstock,  and 
Karpfstock. 

In  1861  a  disastrous  confla^ation 
all  but  utterly  destroyed  this  hitherto 
prosperous  seat  of  industry.  At  times 
a  tremendous  wind  callra  the  Fohn 
sweeps  down  the  valley  of  Glarus 
with  the  concentrated  force  of  a 
fiimace-blast.  It  is  so  much  dreaded, 
that  local  laws  have  existed  for 
generations,  by  which,  on  its  setting 
in,  every  fire  in  the  town,  including 
those  used  for  purposes  of  industry, 
must  be  extinguished.  The  very  day 
before  the  fire  occurred,  the  propriety 
of  repealing  these  laws  had  been  con- 
sidered by  the  assembled  inhabitants 
of  the  canton,  and  by  an  almost  un- 
animous resolution  it  was  resolved 
to  maintain  them.  It  was  during  a 
visitation  of  this  dreaded  wind  that 
a  stray  spark  was  carried  from  one 
house  to  another,  and  a  fire  kindled, 
which  was  not  extinguished  till  more 
than  two- thirds  of  the  town  were  laid 


in  ashes.  All  the  principal  buildings 
were  burned  to  the  ground,  and  3000 
of  the  population  left  houseless. 

The  name  Glarus  is  a  corruption  of 
Nilarws,  a  saint  to  whom  a  shrine  was 
built  among  these  mountains  at  a 
very  early  period. 

The  greeti  cheese  called  Schahzieger  is 
peculiar  to  the  canton  Glarus.  It 
owes  its  singular  appearance,  rank 
smell,  and  flavour,  to  an  herb  ^Meli- 
lotus  cserulea,  blue  mclilot :  Germ. 
Honigklee),  which  is  partly  cultivated 
for  this  purpose  in  gardens  within  the 
canton,  and  partly  imported  from 
others.  To  fit  it  for  use,  it  is  dried, 
gpround  to  powder,  and,  in  that  state, 
mixed  with  the  curds,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  3  lbs.  of  the  herb  to  lOu  lbs.  of 
curds.  The  cheese  is  said  to  be  made 
of  cows'  milk,  like  any  common  cheese, 
and  not  of  goats'.  The  curds  are 
brought  down  from  the  high  pastures 
into  the  valley  in  sacks,  and,  after 
having  a  due  proportion  of  herb  incor- 
porated with  them,  are  ground  in  a 
mill  resembling  that  used  for  making 
cider.  After  being  thorouc^hly  knead- 
ed by  this  process  for  an  hour  or  two 
it  is  fit  for  pressing.  The  cheese  is 
ripe  for  use  uter  a  twelvemonth's  keep- 
ing. A  large  quantity  of  it  is  exported 
to  America;  and  the  manufacture  of  it 
is  considered  a  lucrative  trade.  The 
natives  attribute  its  peculiar  character 
to  some  virtue  in  the  pastures  on 
which  the  cows  are  fed. 

It  is  a  pleasant  2^  hrs.  drive  or  walk 
from  Glarus  to  Obstalden  or  Narexen, 
where  is  a  fine  view  over  the  whole 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  and  part  of  that  of 
Zilrich.  A  broad  road  ieads  thither 
from  Mollis.  K.B.  The  charge  for 
horses,  guides,  and  porters  in  the 
valley  of  Glarus  is  very  high,  and  the 
beasts  are  very  bad. 

Many  mountain  paths  ramify  in 
various  directions  from  Glarus. 

a.  The  Pragel  pass  (Rte.  73)  by  the 
Elonthal  into  uie  canton  Schwytz 
through  a  beautiful  pastoral  valley  : 
the  finest  part  of  it  is  not  more  than 
8  m.  from  Glarus,  and  may  be  reached 
in  a  char. 

&.  Two  mountain-paths  lead  to  the 
Lake  of  Wallenstaat;    one,  by  the 
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Kerenzenherg  OTer  the  W.  shoulder  of 
the  Muf'Uchenstock  (Rte.  13);  the  other, 
to  Mtjirg,  passing  under  the  K  side  of 
the  summit.  1  he  ascent  of  the  MUrt- ' 
schenstock  may  be  easily  combined 
with  either  of  these  excursions.  A 
g^ide  should  be  taken. 

c.  Two  passes  lead  through  the 
Semft  Thai  to  the  valley  of  the 
Vorder  Rhein: — 

(1)  The  SegnesPctts  (Rte.  79). 

(2)  The  Panixer  Pass  (Rte.  80). 

d.  Three  passes  lead  into  the  Can- 
ton St.  GalC  which,  like  the  last,  are 
reached  through  the  Semft  Thai: — 

(1)  The  Ftumser  Pass,  diverging 
from  the  Tillage  of  Matt,  to  the  Flums 
Stat,  on  the  rfy.  between  Wallenstadt 
and  Sargans  (Kte.  14). 

(2)  The  Biieten  Pass,  from  Matt  to 
Sargans,  said  to  be  easy. 

(3)  The  Pamin  Pass,  from  Elm  to 
Sargans,  more  difficult  than  the  last, 
about  10  hrs.  walk. 

The  baths  of  Pfeffers  maybe  reached 
by  either  of  the  last-mentioned  passes, 
by  crossing  the  ridge  between  Weiss - 
tannen,  and  the  Ksdfeuser  Thai.  The 
main  object,  however,  with  most 
travellers  who  visit  Glarus  is  to  reach 
Lint-thai  and  Stachelberg,  up  the 
valley  of  the  Linth,  where  first  the 
Glamisch,  and,  higher  up,  the  Dbdi, 
with  its  snowy  satellites,  are  objects 
of  extreme  grandeur  and  beauty. 

Stachelberg  has  of  late  years  risen 
into  notice  as  one  of  the  best  head- 
quarters for  the  lovers  of  grand  Al- 
pine scenery.  Numerous  excursions 
of  more  or  less  difficulty  may  be 
made,  and  passes,  hitherto  rarely  fre- 

3uented  by  travellers,  lead  in  various 
irections.  The  principal  of  these  are 
described  in  Rtes.  75,  76,  77,  78,  and 
79. 

The  people  of  the  canton  Glarus 
have  exhibited  the  national  propen- 
sity to  prey  upon  strangers  as  strongly, 
but  with  less  intelligence,  than  else- 
where in  SwitsBerland.  A  few  years 
ago  prices  were  much  lower  than  in 
the  canton  Berne;  but  since  tourists 
have  become  more  numerous,  exor- 
bitant demands  are  often  made  for 
guides,  horses,  &c  Up  to  a  recent 
date,  the  peasant  proprietors  at  the 


head  of  the  valley  had  resisted  the 
continuation  of  the  char-road,  or  even 
the  making  of  bridges  over  the  tor- 
rents, because  they  find  it  a  good 
speculation  to  employ  their  children 
to  lay  planks  over  the  streams,  a 
service  which  the  wayfarer  can  scarcely 
refuse  to  reward. 

It  is  about  13  m.  by  a  good  road 
from  Glarus,  through  many  villages, 
and  by  numerous  cotton  factories  and 
charming  scenery,  to 

Lint-thai  (Inns :  Zum  Baren,  cheap 
and  fair;  Lowe).  Pedestrians  may 
prefer  this  to  the  hotel  at  Stachelberg, 
which  is  dearer  and  a  little  more  dis- 
tant from  the  Pantenbriicke,  and  the 
head  of  the  valley.  The  Diligence 
crosses  the  river  below  Lint-thai,  and 
will  leave  or  call  for  strangers  pro- 
ceeding to  the  large  Hotel  ana  Baths  of 
Stachelberg,  a  tolerably  well-managed 
house,  but  often  overcrowded,  built  on 
an  eminence  on  the  W.  side  of  the 
Linth,  surrounded  by  torrents,  rocks, 
and  glaciers.  It  has  greatly  risen  in 
repute  as  a  watering-place,  and  on 
account  of  the  exquisite  beauty  of  its 
situation,  and  the  virtues  of  its  con- 
centrated alkaline  sulphureous  spring, 
which  distils,  drop  by  drop,  frt)m  a 
fissure  in  the  Braunberg,  is  much  re- 
sorted to.  The  period  of  the  "  cure  " 
is  fixed  at  between  20  and  24  days. 
The  hotel  is  surrounded  by  walks  and 
pleasure-grounds.  It  is  resorted  to  by 
a  mob  of  holiday-makers  on  Sundays, 
when  the  house  is  very  noisy.  The 
valley  of  the  Linth  abounds  in  fine 
waterfalls.  Less  than  a  mile  from 
the  Baths  are  the  Falls  of  the 
fatschbach.  About  1  hr.  above  Lint- 
thai  is  the  much  finer  fall  of  the 
Schreyenbach,  of  the  Staubbach  kind, 
which  when  seen  from  below  appears 
to  issue  from  the  sky.  At  the  bottom  it 
spreads  over  30  yards  of  rock,  coming 
down  in  a  shower  of  water-rockets. 
It  is  well  worth  while  to  turn  aside 
from  the  regular  path  to  the  Pan- 
tenbriicke, in  order  to  approach  the 
fall  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

A  little  further  on  is  a  new  and  clean 
little  Inn  (H.  du  Todi),  opened  1863. 

The  most  interestingexcursion  from 
Stachelberg  is  that  to  the  head  of  the 
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▼alley,  where  the  Linth  escapes  from 
the  glaciers  that  lie  around  the  peaks 
of  the  Ttfrfi,  Biferten  Stock,  Scheerhom, 
&c.  Above  the  baths  the  vale  of  the 
Linth  becomes  gprander  and  more 
savage;  at  length  the  bed  of  the  river 
contracts  into  a  chasm,  in  the  depths  of 
which  it  worms  its  way,  while  a  narrow 
and  steep  path  alone  leads  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice.  5  miles  up  (1) 
hours'  walk),  at  a  spot  where  the  gorge 
is  deepest,  was  a  singularly  bold  widge 
of  a  single  arch  of  stone,  20  ft.  span, 
and  140  ft  above  the  torrent,  and  400 
years  old.  This  was  the  Pantenbrucke, 
which  was  swept  away  by  an  ava- 
lanche, 1852,  and  has  Been  since  re- 
built. The  gorge  above  the  bridge 
becomes  even  more  romantic  and 
wild;  it  is  surpassed  by  few  in  the 
Alps. 

About  ^  hr.  above  the  bridee  a 
tributary  torrent  joins  the  Linth  on 
the  E.  side,  which  seems  to  cut  its 
own  channel,  but  a  few  yards  in 
width  and  many  hundreds  of  feet 
deep,  into  the  mass  of  the  Selbsanft 
mountain,  which  rises  grandly  in  tier 
over  tier  of  precipices  to  a  height  of 
about  10,000  ft.  Bevond  this  the 
path  crosses  to  the  W.  side  of  the 
stream,  and  the  gorge  opens  out  a 
little.  After  crossing  some  slopes  of 
disintegrated  slate  at  the  base  of  the 
Gemsistock,  anotherbridge  carried  the 
path  back  to  the  £.  bank,  and  a  little 
mrther  the  ch&lets  of  the  Lower  Sand 
Alp  are  reached — 1|  hr.  from  the 
Pantenbrucke — where  milk  and  butter 
may  be  obtained.  From  this  point, 
about  4000  ft.  above  the  sea,  the 
views,  though  confined  by  the  rocks 
which  rise  steeply  around,  are  ex- 
tremely striking.  Nearly  due  S.  is 
the  magnificent,  but  rarely  visited, 
Biferten  glacier,  enclosed  by  the  pre- 
cipices of  the  Biferten  Stock  and  J*fa- 
talva  on  the  E.,  and  the  Todi  on  the 
W.  It  sends  down  its  torrent,  the 
BifertevhacK,  to  join  the  main  stream, 
here  called  the  Sandbach,  a  little  below 
the  higher  chfilets.  The  Sandbach  is 
seen  to  flow  from  an  upper  plateau 
W.  of  the  Lower  Sand  Alp,  and  de- 
scends the  precipitous  rocks  on  that 
side  of  the  valley  in  a  magnificent  cas- 


cade, one  of  the  finest  in  the  Alps. 
It  is  not,  however,  well  seen  from 
any  point  easy  of  access. 

The  path  to  the  Uf^r  Sand  Alp,  or 
Oberstaffel,  after  crossing  the  Biferten- 
bach,  ascends  in  zigzags  the  steep 
slope  of  the  Ochsenbianke,  and  at  the 
summit  crosses  the  Sandbach  just 
above  the  waterfall.  In  ^  hr.  ^2  hrs. 
from  the  lower  chMets)  the  chalets  of 
the  Upper  Sand  Alp  are  reached. 

The  position  of^  these  chalets  is 
striking  and  beautiful.  They  stand 
at  about  6000  ft.  above  the  sea,  in  the 
midst  of  bright  gpreen  pastures,  sur- 
rounded by  ru^ed snow-capped  peaks. 
The  position  is  an  admiraole  one  for 
expecutions  over  the  neighbouring 
glaciers,  and  travellers  occasionally 
&leep  there.  They  are,  however, 
but  comfortless  quarters;  the  fleas 
are  even  more  numerous  than  usual, 
and  there  have  been  complaints  of 
incivility  and  extortion.  Future 
travellers  must  recollect  that  such 
ch&lets  are  frequently  not  occupied  by 
the  same  men  in  successive  seasons, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  that  what  has 
appeared  to  these  herdsmen  to  be 
lavish  payment  received  from  one 
traveller  has  encouraged  them  to 
make  unreasonable  demands  upon 
others.  From  the  Upper  Sand  Alp 
it  is  possible  to  reach  Amsteg,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Reuss,  crossing  the  gla- 
ciers of  the  Clariden  Grat  (Rte.  34),  and 
descending  through  the  Maderaner^ 
thaL  The  route  is  said  to  be  difficult, 
and  requires  good  guides,  ropes,  &c. 
For  a  traveller  intending  to  sleep  at 
the  upper  ch&lets,  the  best  route  from 
the  Lower  Sand  Alp  is  to  follow  up 
the  Bifertenbach  to  the  foot  of  the 
Biferten  glacier,  and  then  wind  round 
the  Ochsenstock  to  the  pastures  of 
the  Upper  Sand  Alp.  A  guide  should 
be  taken.  In  the  way  back  to  Stachel- 
berg,  the  route  may  be  varied  by 
ascending  the  Beckistock;  then,  pass- 
ing over  the  shoulder  of  the  Gemsi- 
stock, tiie  path  is  rejoined  near  the 
Pantenbriioce. 

[The  Dddi  or  Tddtberg  (11 ,880  ft.)  ia 
the  ffiant  of  this  portion  of  the  chain 
(^  Afps,  and  its  summit  had  been  rarely 
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ascended  until  1863,  since  when  its 
ascent  has  become  popular.  Th. 
Thut  and  Gab.  VoegeU  are  guides.] 


ROUTE  75. 

MXTOTTA  TO  THE  BATHS  OF  STACHEL- 
BEBO,  BT  THE  BIBI-THAL ;  OR  TO 
ALTOBP,  BT  THE  KOrziQ  KULK. 

The  parallel  vidleys  of  the  Muotta, 
which  tails  into  the  Lake  of  Lucerne 
near  Brunnen,  and  the  Schachen,  which 
joins  the  Beuss  near  Altorf,  are  sepa- 
rated bj  a  rueged  range  of  moun- 
tains, a  spur  from  the  main  range 
forming  the  W.  boundary  of  the 
Lint-thai,  whose  extremities  are  the 
Axenberg,  impending  over  the  Bay  of 
Uri  (Rte.  18  \  and  the  Scheyenstock 
over  Stachelberg.  Two  glens  di- 
verging to  the  southward  from  Muotta 
run  up  into  this  wild  district  That 
to  the  E.,  called  the  Bisi-thal,  leads  to 
Stachelberg  over  the  shoulder  of  the 
Scheyenstock,  while  the  western  glen 
leads  over  the  Kinzig  Kulm  to  Spirin- 

fen,  in  the  Schachen-thal,  about  If 
r.  from  Altorf.  Neither  pass  presents 
scenery  of  the  first  order,  but  the 
first  is  a  short  cut  from  Muotta  to 
Stachelberg.  The  pass  of  the  Kinzig 
Kulm  has  some  fine  scenery,  besides 
the  historical  interest  connected  with 
it,  to  interest  travellers,  but  it  does 
not  lie  conveniently  in  the  route  be- 
tween any  two  frequented  places. 

From  Muotta  to  Stachelberg  is  a 
laborious  walk  of  9  or  10  hrs.  A 
good  horse-path  leads  up  the  Bisi4hal 
to  the  hamlet  of  Eigen ;  the  scenery 
is  yerv  wild;  it  is  much  narrower 
than  tne  Muotta  Thai,  with  overhang- 
ing precipices,  and  well  wooded.  £i 
2^  hours  the  path  reaches 

Eifjen^  a  scattered  hamlet  Beyond 
this  die  path  ispracticable  only  for  the 
pedestrian.  No  one  should  attempt 
this  without  a  guide.    Aflter  leaving 


the  Bisi  Thai  the  scenery  is  the  most 
savage  conceivable.  The  summit  of 
the  mountain  between  the  valleys, 
across  which  the  path  runs,  is  a 
rugged  sunken  plain  of  bare  rock, 
many  miles  in  extent,  without  vege- 
tation of  any  kind  except  on  a  central 
green  oasis  (a  little  verdant  plain), 
where  the  soil  has  collected,  the  whole 
surrounded  by  snowy  peaks.  The 
path  is  only  traceable  in  many  parts 
by  the  little  piles  of  stones  put  up  by 
the  shepherds  to  euide  themselves ; 
and  the  streams,  instead  of  finding 
their  way  into  the  valley  as  usua^ 
tumble  in  cascades  into  the  bowels  of 
the  mountain.  This  arises  from  the 
strata  of  the  rock  being  perpendicular, 
or  nearly  so,  which  has  also  caused 
the  soil  to  be  washed  down  by  the 
rain,  leaviner  the  upturned  strata  of 
the  rock  naked  and  bleached  by  the 
weather,  something  like  a  crevassed 
glacier  turned  to  rock,  and  rugged  in 
the  extreme.  On  the  side  of  the 
Linth  -  Thai  this  savage  plain  is 
bounded  by  precipices  whicn  over- 
hang the  baths  of  Stachelberg,  and 
it  is  flanked  by  two  bold  peaks  right 
and  left  The  descent  to  the  Baths 
is  very  steep  and  fatiguing:  there 
is  no  inn  by  the  way. 

From  Muotta  to  the  Kmzig  Knlm 
the  track  leaves  the  path  to 
Eigen  near  the  opening  of  the 
Bisi  Thai,  ascending  nearly  due  S. 
'*The  ascent  is  continued  obliquely 
up  a  steep  broken  slope,  till  the 
path  arrives  eventually^  upon  the 
wooded  edge  of  a  chasm,  in  which  the 
invisible  stream,  which  issues  from  the 
high  valley  leading  up  to  the  Pass,  is 
heard  descending  in  cataracts  into  the 
Muotta  ThaL  A  track  up  the  moun* 
tain  side,  on  the  right  bank  of  this 
stream,  is  now  pursued:  and,  after  an 
hour's  walking  from  Muotttk,  the  ab- 
rupt  ascent  ceases,  and  the  valley 
above  is  entered.  Having  passed 
through  a  wood,  the  path  crosses  the 
river  tor  the  first  time  by  some  ch&lets 
(1^  hour  from  Muotta).  The  river  is 
recrossed  after  another  (quarter  of  an 
hour:  a  second  forest  is  traversed, 
and  a  third  bridge  crossed  (2^  hours 
f^m  Muotta).  Tne  part  of  the  valley 
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below  this  bridge  is  narrow  and  pic- 
turesque, shut  in  on  both  sides  bv 
high  white  precipices.  Over  the  £. 
range  the  sun  aid  not  appear,  on 
the  last  day  of  July,  till  8  o'clock. 
The  rich  green  slopes  N.  of  Muotta, 
speckled  with  ch&lets,  and  surmounted 
by  Tast  clifis,  may  be  seen  from  favour- 
able positions,  whenever  the  eye  is 
thrown  back,  through  the  opening  of 
the  valley.  After  the  third  bridge  is 
crossed,  a  wild  open  basin  is  found, 
oat  of  which  the  track  is  seen  ascend- 
ing from  the  S.W.  comer.  At  this 
comer  the  river  is  again  crossed.  If 
hr.  more  are  requisite  before  the 
summit  of  the  pass  is  attained.  As 
fsLT  as  some  chalets,  about  half-way 
up,  the  path  may  be  traced  without 
much  difficulty,  as  it  takes  for  its 
guide  the  falling  stream,  now  reduced 
to  a  mere  rill.  Towards  the  summit, 
however,  it  is  faintly  marked,  and 
liable  to  be  confounded  with  other 
tracks.  The  stream  is  left  behind, 
the  direction  of  ascent  being  towards 
the  south,  among  little  hillocks  and 
hollows  fUIed  with  snow;  over  open 
ground,  where  many  directions  might 
be  taken,  and  the  proper  route  lost. 
A  short  pole  marks  tne  crest  of  the 
Pass  (7280  feet),  which  is  gained  in 
about  4  hrs.  from  Muotta. 

**  Great  interest  is  attached  to  the 
Kinzig  Kulm,  in  an  historical  point  of 
view,  as  being  the  scene  of  Suwar- 
row's  disastrous  march  from  Altorf 
in  1799.  Having  pounced  down,  as 
it  were,  upon  the  JFrench  from  the 
heights  of  the  St.  Gothard,  and 
driven  them  before  him  to  Altorf,  he 
there  found  his  progress  barred  by 
the  lake  of  Lucerne,  without  a  boat 
to  cross  it,  his  troops  exhausted  by 
fatigue  and  femine,  and  the  country 
so  completely  drained  by  war  as  to 
be  quite  incapable  of  supporting  them. 
The  only  alternative  that  remained 
to  him,  was  to  attempt  to  join  the 
forces  of  the  allies,  through  tne  hor- 
rible defile  of  the  Schachen;  and  to 
cross  the  rarely-trodden  sunmiits  of 
the  hi^h  Alps.  The  only  passa&^e  up 
this  valley  was  by  a  mere  path;  so 
that  his  army  was  obliged  to  advance 
in  a  single  file,  abandoning  much  of 


their  artillenr  and  baggage.  Their 
march  lasted  14  hours;  and  before 
the  rear-guard  had  left  Altorf,  the 
van  had  reached  Muotta.  Many  of 
the  Russians  sank  from  fatigue  by  the 
wayside,  and  perished;  others  fell  into 
the  hands  of  tne  French,  who  hovered 
in  their  rear;  the  valley  was  strewn 
with  dead  bodies  of  men  and  horses, 
with  arms  and  equipments.  The  re- 
mainder of  this  memorable  march  is 
described  in  Bte.  73.  The  picturesque 
attractions  of  this  route  are  of  a  high 
order,  as  the  view  which  it  commands 
is  of  ^at  extent  and  magnificence. 
This  view  is  rather  improved  by  being 
seen  from  an  eminence  to  the  £., 
reached  in  10  m.  from  the  CoL 

**  The  descent  into  the  Schdchen  Thai 
is  long  and  steep,  but  the  path  is  well 
trace<^  and  the  pole  on  the  Kmzig 
Kulm,  being  seen  for  a  long  time, 
would  help  to  ^ide  the  ascending 
pedestrian  on  this  side,  though  it  is 
useless  for  that  purpose  on  the  other. 
The  path  lies  throughout  down  the 
pastures  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
stream,  but  generally  at  a  considerable 
distance  fromit.  The  Schachen  Thai 
is  reached  at  a  point  a  little  below 
Spiringen,  after  a  descent  of  2^  hrs. 
from  thence  to  Biir^len  it  is  a  walk 
of  i  of  an  hour,  and  another  ^  hour 
brings  the  traveller  to  Altorf" — R,E. 

8  or  9  hrs.  walk  from  Muotta  to 
Altort 
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until  it  falls  in  with  that  from  the 
Kinzig  Kulm,  and  descends  upon  Spi- 
ringen.  This,  though  the  longest,  is 
said  to  be  less  fati^ing:  it  is  probably 
also  the  less  beautiful  track. 

The  other  and  more  frequented  path 
descends  by  long  and  steep  zigzags, 
by  the  rocks  of  the  Balmwand, 
into  the  SchSchen-thal ;  on  the  L  hand 
is  seen  the  very  pretty  cascade  of  the 
Staubu  Opposite  the  chapel  of  St 
Anne  a  Mrgfall  occurred  in  1833, 
which  arrested  for  some  time  the 
course  of  the  Schachen,  and  pro- 
duced a  small  lake.    At  the  village  of 


ROUTE  76, 

6TA0HELBEHO  TO  ALTORF,  BY  THE 
KLAOSBN  PASS. 

h*  in. 
Stachelbeig. 

Summit 4  16 

UDterachiiciien  ...  2  0 
Spiringen  ....  1  0 
Altorf 1  IS 

8  30 
Charge  for  a  horse  from  Stachel- 
berg  to  the  summit,  12  fr.;  to  Altorf, 
24  fr.  and  a  trinkeeld.  The  path  is 
so  weU  marked  that  guides  may  be 
dispensed  with;  it  is  practicable  for 
horses.  It  turns  out  of  the  valley  of 
the  Linth  to  the  W.  at  Aue,  about  a 
mile  above  the  baths,  and  ascends  the 
valley  of  the  Fatsch,  or  Urner  Boden, 
keeping  along  its  L  bank;  a  very  stiff 
pull  of  H  hours.  Within  a  mile  above 
the  juncUon  of  the  Fatsch  and  Linth, 
the  valley  belongs  to  canton  Uri,  It 
abounds  in  fine  mountain  pastures, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
8chachen-thal  pass  their  summer  here 
amonff  the  cows.  Urner  Boden  (there 
is  an  humble  Itm  3^  hrs.  fh)m  Stachel- 
berff )  is  a  scattered  hamlet  of  80  houses, 
with  a  church,  extending  the  whole 
lengrth  of  the  vaUey.  The  culminating 
point,  or  Klausen  pass,  is  a  ridg^  of 
6150  ft.  high,  connecting  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Clariden  Alps  on  the  S. 
with  the  shattered  Zinge],Glatten,  and 
Camli.  From  an  eminence  a  little  N. 
of  the  summit  a  ver^  fine  view  is  ob- 
tained of  the  opposite  range  of  the 
Sdieerhom  and  Windgelle.  On  the 
top  of  the  pass  stands  a  little  chapel. 
A  little  further  on  the  path  divides, 
leading  L  by  a  rapid  descent,  or 
straight  on   along    tne  higher  level 


Uhter  SchScken,  the  first  on  the  Uri 
side  (a  small  Inn,  Rose,  homely  but 
tolerable),  another  branch  of  the 
valley  opens  S.,  and  sends  forth  the 
main  stream  of  the  Schachen.  An 
excursion  may  be  made  from  here 
to  the  glacier  which  descends  from 
the  Gross  Ruchen,  wrongly  called 
Ruchi  on  most  maps.  The  Spi tze,  the 
mountain  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent, 
discharges  dangerous  avalanches  in 
spring.    At 

Spiringen,  and  a  little  lower  down, 
near  the  chapel  of  St.  Anthony,  there 
are  inns,  tolerably  good  for  this 
country. 

BOrgUn,  the  birthplace  of  TeU, 
stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Schachen- 
thai.    (Rte.  34.) 

^ft>i/(Rte.34). 

The  scenery  on  this  route  is  very 
interesting.  No  single  point  is  equal 
to  the  view  firom  the  Klon  See  on  the 
Pragel  route  (Rte.  73);  but  on  the 
W.  side  the  Schachen  Thai  is  much 
finer  than  the  Muotta  Thai. 


Stmtxerkmd.       route  77. — STiCHELBERG  to  disentis. 


241 


BOUTE  77. 

8TACHELBEBO    TO   DISENTW,   BY   THE 
8AMD  GRAT. 

This  pass  should  be  undertaken 
only  in  settled  weather,  and  by  prac- 
tised pedestrians.  A  good  guide  is 
indispensable.  (Gabriel  Zweifel,  at 
Lint  Thai,  and  Jean  Baptiste  Monn, 
at  Disentis,  have  been  recommended ; 
the  latter  is  ^aid  to  be  well  acqusanted 
with  the  glaciers  surrounding  the 
Todi.)  Starting  from  Stachelberg,  it 
18  a  Tery  long  day's  work  to  reach 
Disentis  —  about  14  hrs.;  and  most 
travellers  will  find  it  advisable  to  sleep 
either  at  the  upper  or  lower  Sand 
Alp.  The  lower  chftlets  probably 
afford  better  accommodation,  out  they 
are  2  hrs.'  walk  nearer  to  Stachel- 
berg.  The  ascent  from  Disentis  being 
shorter  than  from  Stachelberg,  the 
pass  may  be  made  from  that  side  in 
about  13  hrs. 

The  route  from  Stachelberg  to  the 
upper  Sand  Alp,  5}  hrs.'  walk,  has 
been  described  in  Rte.  74.  Beyond  that 
point  the  track  keeps  near  to  the  stream, 
and  in  about  |  hr.  commences  to  ascend 
the  Sand  glacier  in  a  S.W.  direction, 
towards  the  Katscharauls,  between 
which  peak  and  that  of  the  Kleiner 
Tddi  lies  the  pass.  The  glacier,  with 
proper  precautions,  offers  neither  diffi- 
culty nor  danger :  and  in  about  4  hrs., 
i8u:Uz.y 


or  less  if  the  snow  be  in  good  order, 
the  summit  of  the  Sand  Grat  is  at- 
tained, 9272  ft.  above  the  sea.  The 
view  of  the  surrounding  Alps  is  ex- 
tremely fine.  The  TOdi  (11,883  ft.)  is 
the  most  prominent  object.  It  is  here 
seen  that,  contrary  to  the  common 
opinion,  the  highest  summit  of  the 
Todi  does  not  lie  in  the  range  which 
forms  the  watershed  between  Glarus 
and  the  Orisons,  but  in  a  huge  but- 
tress projecting  on  its  N.  side.  The 
peak  which  does  lie  in  the  main  range, 
and  which  h  taken  for  the  Todi  when 
seen  from  the  valley  of  the  Vorder 
Rhein,  is  the  Piz  Rosein,  a  lower  com- 
panion of  the  Todi  proper. 

A  steep  but  not  very  difficult  de- 
scent, partly  over  loose  stones,  leads  in 
about  1^  he.  (2  hrs.  ascending)  to  the 
Disentis  Alp,  where  there  are  2  or  3 
ch&lets,  occupied  only  in  the  height  of 
summer.  From  the  S.  side  of  this 
pastui«  the  descent  lies  through  the 
beautiful  glen  ^f  the  Fa?  i?(wm,  chiefly 
amongst  pine-trees,  orerhung  by 
nigged  rocks.  In  3  h.T%,  from  the 
summit  the  path  emerges  on  the  road 
from  Tlanz  to  Disentis,  close  to  a 
wooden  bridge  across  the  stream  from 
the  Yal  Bosein. 

About  2  m.  distant  by  the  high- 
road is  Disentis,  Innsj  Krone  (or 
Post),  comfortable,  civil  landlord; 
Adler  (or  Rathhaos).  (See  Rte.  82.) 
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ROUTE  78. 


8TACHBI3E1ta  TO  BRIOELS,  OVER  THE 
KI8TENGRAT. 

"  After  crossing  the  Pantenbriicke 
(Rte.  74),  which  is  nearly  2  hrs.'  good 
walking  from  the  baths  of  Stachel- 
berg,  the  path  over  the  Kistengrat 
turns  rather  sharply  to  the  L,  and 
ascends  through  pleasant  woods  and 
green  pasturages  for  a  time.  2^  hrs. 
from  the  Pantenbriicke,  always  rising, 
brings  yon  to  the  summit  of  the  little 
secluded  nook  in  which  the  chalet 
of  the  Limem  Alp^  the  highest  be- 
longing to  the  Lint-thai,  is  Duilt  It 
consists  of  3  miserable  hovels  of  loose 
stones,  one  a  piece  for  the  cows,  the 
goats,  and  the  men.  This  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  black  precipitous  face 
of  the  Selbsanft  Mountain  by  a  deep 
chasm,  the  bottom  of  which  can 
scarcely  be  seen  from  the  edge.  Here 
a  man  and  2  boys,  with  3  or  4  cows 
and  some  g^ts,  pass  3  months  of  the 
year  in  seclusion,  taking  with  them 
their  supply  of  flour  and  bread.  After 
quitting  the  Limem  Alp,  there  was  no 
semblance  of  a  path,  and  the  snow,  which 
in  the  middle  of  the  da^  before  had 
been  declared  by  the  guide  and  pea- 
santry to  be  quite  impassable  from  its 
softness,  had  become  early  in  the 
morning  so  hard  and  icy  as  to  be 
nearly  impassable  in  the  steeper  parts 
from  its  sUpperiness;  so  great  is  the 
difference  made  by  a  few  hours.  It 
took  us  quite  5^  nrs.  to  go  from  the 
chalet  on  the  Limern  Alp  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Brigeh,  and  of  these  3^  were 
on  *  the  snow.  We  passed  close  by 
the  Miitten  See,  leaving  it  on  our 
left  It  was  then  a  mass  of  snow  and 
ice,  no  water  being  visible.  In  a  dif- 
ferenb  state  of  the  snow  a  path  is 
sometimes  taken  across  a  lower  part 
of  the  mountain,  leaving  the  Miitten 
See  on  the  right,  but  it  was  too  steep 
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and  slippery  for  us  to  attempt.  We 
crossed  a  higher  part  of  the  mountain 
by  aid  of  the  solitary  foot-tracks  of 
some  shepherd  (made  when  the  snow 
was  softer,  as  the  guide  said,  in  search 
of  some  lost  sheep),  and  which  we 
luckily  discovered  just  at  the  steepest 
part,  where  a  slip  would  have  carried 
one  down  over  a  precipice  of  nn- 
known  depth.  The  views  of  the  dis- 
tant Alps  from  the  summit  are  very 
fine,  and  the  descent  into  the  valley 
of  the  Vorder  Rhine,  near  Brigels, 
affords  one  continuous  view  of  that 
valley  from  above  Disentis,  almost 
to  its  junction  with  the  valley  of  the 
Hinter  Rhine,  and  is  also  very  fine; 
but  the  expedition  was  hardly  worth 
the  trouble  and  danger,  although  it 
enabled  me  to  see  the  upper  part  of 
the  Lint-Thai  and  the  Pantenbriicke, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Vorder  Rhine,  without  returning 
on  my  footsteps.  Much  depends  on 
the  season,  the  weather,  and  the  state 
of  the  snow;  but  it  is  at  least  9  hrs. 
from  the  baths  of  Stachelberg  to 
Brigels,  and  one  should  start  at  ^ 
past  4,  or  at  latest  5,  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  Inn  at  Brigels  is 
poor.  The  village  itself  was  nearly 
destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  since, 
and  many  of  the  houses  are  new.  The 
chalet  on  the  Limem  Alp  is  a  little 
out  of  the  way,  and  it  would  save  time 
to  carry  refreshment  and  avoid  it." 
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ROUTE  79. 

OLABU8      OR     8TACHELBERO     TO    REI- 
CHENAU  —  B1CHETI.I     AND    SEONE8 


Ag  mentioned  in  Rte.  74,  there  are 
two  passes  by  which  communication 
is  kept  np  between  Glams  and  the 
Talley  of  the  Vorder  Rhein  in  the 
Grisons.  They  are  both  most  easily 
approached  by  the  char-road  which 
has  been  carried  for  5  leagues  up  the 
Semft  Thai  as  far  as  Elm.  Pedes- 
trians approaching  from  Stachelberg 
will  prefer  the  Richetli  pass,  which 
leads  in  7  hrs.  from  the  Baths  to  Elm. 

About  S  m.  above  Glarus  the  valley 
of  the  Linth  divides  into  two  branches. 
Out  of  the  1.  or  E.  branch  issues  the 
Semft :  it  is  sometimes  called  Klein- 
thai,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  larger 
W.  branch,  or  Lint-thai. 

About  4  way  to  Enghi  {ImC),  rt. 
there  is  rather  a  fine  waterfell ;  i  h. 
beyond  this  an  isolated  view  of  the 
Glarnisch,  very  noble.  This  mountain, 
owing  to  its  form  and  position,  is  one 
of  the  most  striking  m  Switzerland, 
seen  from  whatever  side. 

Matt^  another  village,  stands  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Semft,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  the  minor  vale  of  the  Krauch- 
thal,  up  which  runs  a  path  to  Sargans, 
over  the  Riseten  pass,  7  btunden. 

The  quarries  in  the  Plattenberg,  a 
mountain  of  the  grauwacke  and  clay- 
slate,  on  the  I.  side  of  the  valley,  op- 
posite Matt,  furnish  excellent  slates 
for  roofing  or  for  writing.  Most  of 
the  schools  in  Switzerland  are  supplied 
from  hence:  and  the  slate  was  for- 
merly exported  down  the  Ehine  to 
Holland  and  the  Indies.  This  slate 
is  well  known  to  geologists  for  the 
beautiful  and  perfect  casts  of  fossil 
fish  in  which  it  abounds.  The  lower 
portion  of  the  valley  is  unhealthy,  as 
may  be  learned  from  the  occurrence 
of  goitre  and  cretinism  (those  afflicted 
wiSi  the  latter  are  here  called  Tolpcl 


—dolt,  blockhead— §  18) ;  but  the  in- 
habitants of  the  upper  extremity  are 
a  fine  and  hardy  race. 

Elm,  (Tims:  a  new  inn,  built  in 
1857,  and  kept  by  Jacob  Elmer,  is 
comfortable,  and  the  landlord  atten- 
tive; another  inn,  formerly  well  re- 
commended, by  the  widow  Freuler, 
appears  to  have  been  given  up.) 

The  route  firom  Stachelberg  to 
Elm  crosses  the  Linth  and  ascends 
a  steep  path  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Duma  Thai,  At  the  head  of  that 
valley  the  track,  which  is  faintly 
marked,  bears  away  to  the  1.,  or  nearly 
due  E.,  and  reaches  the  summit  of  the 
Richetli  Pass  in  about  4  hrs.  fVom  the 
Baths.  The  descent  on  the  E.  side 
towards  Elm  is  easy,  and  the  track 
pretty  well  marked,  so  that  no  guide 
IS  needed. 

[From  Elm  there  is  a  pass  over  the 
Rcmm  Qrat  to  Sargans  or  Pfefiers. 
The  ascent  is  made  in  4  hrs.  by  a  very 
rough  path,  impassable  for  horses. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  said  to 
be  very  fine.  The  descent  into  the 
Weisstaimen  TTuil  is  not  easy  to  find 
without  a  ^ide.  To  reach  Sargans 
that  valley  is  followed  from  its  head 
to  its  lower  extremity  at  Mels  near 
Sargans.  In  order  to  reach  PfeflFers 
it  is  necessary  to  turn  to  the  S.E.  After 
passing  the  first  chftlet  in  the  Weiss- 
tannen  Thai,  and  to  cross  two  ridges 
into  the  Kalfeuser  Thai,  or  valley  of 
the  Tamiua,  which  may  be  followed 
to  PfefTers.  This  is  a  lon^  day's  walk 
of  fully  12  hrs.,  and  a  guide  is  indis- 
pensable. At  Valtis,  in  the  Kalfeuser 
Thai,  there  is  a  poor  Inn,'} 

The  Segnes  Pass  from  Elm  to  Films 
requires  about  7  hrs.  fair  walking. 
Heinrich  Elmer  is  well  spoken  of  as  a 
guide.  The  path  crosses  the  Semft  just 
above  the  village,  and  follows  the  S.E. 
branch  of  that  stream,  fed  by  the  snows 
of  the  Ofen,  until  it  reaches  the  point 
where  the  stream  coming  from  the 
Segnes  joins  the  former.  The  path 
turns  to  the  1.,  and,  after  following 
the  second  stream  for  a  short  distance, 
begins  to  mount  nearly  due  E.  over 
M  2 
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pastures,  and  then  over  loose  stones, 
-where  all  trace  of  path  is  lost,  antil  it 
approaches  very  near  to  a  singular 
hole,  or  natural  tunnel  through  the 
mountain,  which  is  called  the  Martina- 
loch,  and  through  which  on  four  days 
in  the  year — March  4  and  5,  and  Sep- 
tember 14  and  15 — ^the  sun  shines 
upon  the  village  ch.  of  Blm.  This 
orifice  is  nearly  directly  under  the 
peak  of  the  Segnes  Spitz^  which  is  800 
or  900  ft.  above  it.  To  the  E.  several 
depressions  are  seen,  over  which  a 
way  might  probably  be  found  into  the 
Kalfeuser  Thai,  but  the  Segnes  Pass 
(8612  £ng.  ft.)  is  that  nearest  to  the 
Martinsloch.  On  the  S.  side  of  the 
pass  some  steep  rocks  and  slopes  of 
snow  lead  down  to  the  Fiimser  hm,  a 
small  nearly  level  glacier  oocupying 
a  hollow  in  the  mountain,  and  resem- 
bling a  frozen  lake.  This  is  crossed 
in  a  S.E.  direction,  and  the  rocks  are 
a^in  reached  on  the  E.  side  of  a 
stream  that  issues  from  the  glacier. 
Keeping  at  first  to  the  I.  of  a  tract  of 
wet  boggy  ground,  the  track  then  de- 
scends over  pastures  to  Flims,  where 
there  is  a  rough  inn.  Better  quarters 
are  found  by  pushing  on  about  6  m. 
hy  the  char-road  to  Reichenau  {Inn : 
Adler).    (Rte.  82.) 


ROUTE  80. 

GLARUS  TO  ILA.NZ,  BY  THE  PANIXER 
.      PASS. 

To  approach  this  pass  from  Glarus 
the  char-road  to  Elm  is  followed 
(see  Rte.  79).  In  going  from  Stachel- 
bero;  by  the  Richedi  pass.  Elm  is 
avoided,  as  the  path  to  the  Panixer 
is  met  soon  after  descending  the  Ri- 
chetli,  near  to  the  chalets  of  Wicheln, 
about  4  m.  from  Elm.  But  it  would 
be  a  hard  day's  work  to  accomplish 
both  passes,  and  no  accommodation 
would  be  found  before  reaching  the 
villa^  of  Panix,  fully  10  hrs.  good 
walkmg  from  the  Baths.  From  Elm 
to  Ilanz  is  a  walk  of  8  hrs. 

An  hour  and  a  quarter's  walk  from 
Elm  brings  the  traveller  almost  to  the 
head  of  the  \V.  branch  of  the  Semft 
Thai,  and  in  front  of  the  opening  to 
the  S.,  which  leads  to  the  Panixer 
pass.  The  ascent  of  the  pass  occupies 
2^  hours,  and  for  the  last  two  hours 
the  track  is  marked  by  poles.  The 
scenery  is  wild  and  desolate  ;  the 
ground  rises  in  stages,  or,  as  it  were, 
in  gigantic  steps,  forming  open  flats 
borne  up  by  ereat  precipices.  The 
first  of  these  flats,  gained  in  }  of  an 
hour  from  the  Sernft  Thai,  is  the 
wild  Jazer  Alp.  Here  are  found  the 
last  ch&lets. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  (7906  ft) 
commands  a  very  comprehensive  view 
over  the  southern  mountains  of  the 
Orisons,  but  is  not  remarkable,  ex* 
ccpt  for  extent 

The  commencement  of  the  descent 
into  the  Orisons  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  turns  towards  the  W.  in  the  di- 
rection  of  a  large  glacier  fed  by  the 
snow-fields  of  the  Hausstock.  The 
traveller  is  then  left  at  the  edge  of  a 
steep  declivity  to  find  his  own  way 
down.  Here  it  is  necessary  to  turn 
to  the  S.,  and  descend  the  declivity, 
loose,  wet,  and  it  may  be  said  track- 
less, in  order  to  gain  the  path  which 
may  be  perceived  on  an  Alp  or 
mountain-pasturage  beneath.  Before 
reaching  this  Alp,  the  stream,  just 
sprung  in  a  considerable  volume  from 
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its  glacier,  must  be  waded  through. 
The  way  then  lies  for  a  time  over  the 
half-barren  sur&ce  of  the  Alp,  which 
is  raised  on  immense  precipices  above 
the  lower  valley  of  Panix.  The  path 
then  recrosses  the  stream  (which  runs 
in  a  deep  chasm,  hardly  a  yard  in 
width,  intersecting  the  alp),  and  then 
ascends  for  some  distance  along  the 
face  of  the  precipices  on  the  E.,  pass- 
ing in  one  place  along  a  shelf  cut  out 
of  the  rocK.  There  is  no  danger 
whatever  here  in  summer;  but  auer 
a  fall  of  snow  the  passage  might  not 
be  unattended  with  peril. 

The  path  now  opens  upon  a  wide 
ereen  pasturage,  partially  sloping 
down  towards  the  S.,  and  turning  by 
degrees,  first  £.  and  then  N.E.,  so  as 
to  double  round  the  head  of  the 
ravine.  The  rest  of  the  way  to  the 
village  of  Panix,  where  there  is  a 
small  country  Inn,  presents  no  great 
difficulty,  though  some  little  embar- 
rassment may  be  experienced  in  the 
woods.  Panix  is  a  long  2  hours  dis- 
tant from  the  pass  to  which  it  gives 
name.  From  nere  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  look  back  upon  the  pass. 
All  approach  seems  so  barred  by 
precipices  that  its  accessibility  would 
oe  considered  almost  impossible. 

Below  Panix  there  is  a  good  path, 
running  at  a  great  elevation  above 
the  stream  along  the  mountain-side, 
and  eventually  emerging  upon  the 
heights  overlooking  the  valley  of  the 
Vorder  Khein,  which  sweeps  along  far 
below.  The  views  of  this  valley,  seen 
on  the  descent,  are  of  extraordinary 
beauty.  The  path  leads  for  a  long 
time  through  pleasant  fields  and 
woodland  scenes,  but  at  length  de- 
scends more  rapidly  upon  Ruvis,  im- 
mediately below  which  village  it  falls 
into  the  high  road  which  conducts  to 
Ilanz.  From  Panix  to  Ilanz  (Bte.  82) 
is  a  walk  of  2  hours. 

Suwarrow,  after  the  almost  incre- 
dible march  detailed  in  Btes.  73, 
75,  remained  like  a  stag  at  bay  for 
three  or  four  days  at  Glarus  for  the 
purpose  of  resting  his  wearied  troops, 
though  not  a  day  was  passed  without 
skirmishes  more  or  less  severe  with 
the    enemy.      At  length,  finding  it 


hopeless  to  attack  a  French  force  now 
so  greatly  superior  in  numbers  to  his 
own,  he  adopted  the  only  remaining 
alternative,  of  again  leading  his  ex- 
hausted and  diminished  followers  over 
the  high  crest  of  the  Alps,  in  order 
to  rescue  them  from  annihilation,  and 
enable  him  to  unite  himself  with  the 
scattered  fragments  of  the  Russian 
army  in  the  Grisons.  He  broke 
up  from  his  quarters  on  the  5th  of 
October.  The  lateness  of  the  season, 
the  difficulties  of  the  passage,  and 
the  vastly  superior  force  pressing  on 
the  heels  of  his  dispirited  soldiers, 
rendered  this  a  far  more  hazardous 
enterprise  than  that  which  he  had 
previously  accomplished.  The  miser- 
able path  up  the  valley  would  barely 
admit  two  men  abreast:  along  this  the 
army  painfully  wound  its  way  in  single 
file.  The  difficulty  of  the  ascent  was 
greatly  increased  by  a  fall  of  snow  2 
feet  deep;  but,  as  though  the  hard- 
ships of  the  way  were  not  enough,  the 
indefatigable  French,  ascending  ihe 
opposite  bank  of  the  Semft,  allowed 
the  Russians  no  respite  from  their 
harassing  assaults.  Numbers  lay 
down,    exhausted    from    fatigue,    to 

Serish  on  the  snow;  many,  slipping 
own  the  insecure  fhigments  of  slate, 
and  along  the  rocks,  polished  by  the 
frost,  were  hurled  over  the  precipices, 
and  crushed  in  the  abyss  beJow,  while 
the  enemy's  bullets  were  not  slow  in 
further  thinning  their  ranks.  After 
five  days  of  tou,  and  four  nights  of 
little  repose,  since  they  were  spent  on 
the  bare  surface  of  the  snow  and  the 
glaciers,  where  many  men  were  frozen 
to  death,  Suwarrow  crossed  the  ridge 
of  Panix,  between  7000  and  8000  ft. 
above  the  sea,  and  on  the  10th  of 
October  gained  the  valley  of  the  Rhine 
at  Ilanz.  Even  on  reaching  the 
descent  into  the  Grisons,  many 
perished  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
fearful  chasm  of  tne  Araschka  Alp. 
For  months  the  foul  birds  and  beasts 
of  prey  were  gorged  with  their  bodies, 
and  the  bones  of  many  a  warrior  are 
still  blanching  in  the  crevices  and 
ravines  of  the  Jatzer.  Thus  termi- 
nated a  march  of  18  days'  duration, 
i  perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  ever 
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performed  by  an  army,  incessantly  en- 
gaged, fighting  a  battle  almost  every 
day,  and  obliged  to  traverse  a  country 
unknown,  and  completelpr  destitute  of 
resources.  This  remarKable  retreat 
was  accomplished  with  the  loss  of  all 
his  artiUery,  the  greater  part  of  the 
beasts  of  burden,  and  one-third  of  his 
men. 


ROUTE  82. 

COmB,  UP  THE  VALLEY  OP  THE  VORDER 
RHEIN,  TO  DISKNTIS,  AND  ACROSS  THE 
OBERALP  TO  ANDBRMATT. 


Reicheiua  .     . 
Ilanz      •     • 

SiUDdeiL  Eng.in. 
..2    =    6 

.        •         .        if    B    14 

Trims    •     . 

.     .     4    =  12 

Dbentis      . 

.     .     .     2i«    74 

Carriaee-road  to  Andermatt;  dili- 
gence daily  in  9  hrs.  as  fftr  as  Di- 
sentis,  where  horses  and  cars  can  be 
obtained.  The  ascent  of  the  Ober- 
alp  on  the  Grison  side  is  rather 
rough  :  thence  to  Andermatt  in  good 
order. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  walk  from 
Reichenau  to  Andermatt  in  less  than 
2  days.  As  far  as  Disentis  the 
scenery  is,  in  parts,  very  fine,  not  un- 
like Deeside  in  Scotland.  Thence  to 
Andermatt  is  chiefly  over  open  Alpine 
pasturages.  The  number  of  small 
castles  on  heights  above  the  Rhine 
is  remarkable;  it  is  as  much  the  cas- 
tellated Rhine  here  as  below  Mayence. 


The  great  post-road  from  Coire 
(Rte.  67),  up  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
is  followed  as  far  as 

6  m.  Reichenau — Itm :  Adler  (Rte. 
87)— where  the  waters  of  the  Vorder 
and  Hinter  Rhein  unite.  The  old  road 
to  Ilanz  is  carried  along  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Rhine,  through  Bonaduz,  and 
is  about  3  m.  shorter,  but  is  less 
interesting,  than  the  new  carriase- 
road  on  the  1.  bank.  Pedestrians  fol- 
lowing the  new  road  may  make  a 
short  cut  avoiding  Flims,  so  that  there 
is  little  inducement  to  prefer  the  old 
road.  The  new  carriage-road,  planned 
by  the  engineer,  M.  La  Nicca,  is  well 
constructs,  though  narrow. 

The  new  road  strikes  up  the  side  of 
the  hills  on  the  I.  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
to  the  village  of  Tamins,  directly  over 
Reichenau.  Hence  the  traveller  enjoys 
a  beautiful  view  up  both  valleys  of 
the  Rhine.  The  entrance  of  that  of 
Hinter-Rhein,  up  which  runs  the  road 
to  the  Spliigen,  is  guarded  by  the 
castle  of  RsBzCins,  backed  by  villages 
and  church-towers  without  numl^r. 
Beyond  Trina  our  road  turns  aside 
from  the  Rhine,  and  bends  round  a 
little  monticule  rising  by  a  consider- 
able and  steep  ascent  into  a  small 
sequestered  upland  basin,  in  the  midst . 
of  which  lies 

7  m.  FUmi  (Rom.  Flem.) — ^Adler, 
Poste^  rough—a  village  3360  ft  above 
the  sea,  named  from  the  number  of 
sources  around  it,  ad  fktmina,  [Here 
the  path  to  Glarus,  by  the  Segnes 
pass  (Rte.  79),  strikes  off  to  Wald- 
nauser,  a  rustic  inn,  in  |  m  ]  After 
continuing  some  time  out  of  sight 
of  the  Rhine,  we  join  it  again  after 
a  steep  descent,  about  3  miles  be- 
yond ijajL,  Pedestrians  should  in- 
quire for  a  foot-path  which  cuts  off 
the  greater  part  of  the  detour  involved 
by  passing  through  Flims. 

7  m.  Ilanz  (in  Romansch,  Glion,  or 
Hon). — {IfMs:  Oberalp,  on  rt.  bank ; 
Post,  or  Zum  Lukmanier.)  H&nz  is 
the  only  place  in  the  valley  deserving 
the  name  of  town,  and  is  the  capital 
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of  the  Graue  Bund,  or  Grev  League, 
p.  220.  Its  568  Inhab.  speak  Komansch, 
and  this  dialect  prevails  in  a  large 
portion  of  the  vallev.  This  place, 
magnificently  situated  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  rirer,  exhibits  marks  of  poverty, 
though  the  country  around  is  fertile; 
its  walls  are  in  a  state  of  dilapidation. 
It  was  once  the  abode  of  many  noble 
fiimilies.  There  is  a  fine  panoramic 
view  from  the  Fiz  Mundaun,  S.W.  of 
the  town. 

[The  Pass  of  the  Valserberg  to 
8plugen  is  described  Rte.  89.  The 
Panixer  pass  to  Glarus  is  described 
Bte.80. 

From  Banz  to  Tusis  is  a  day's  walk 
of  10  or  U  hrs.  by  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Vorder  Rhein  and  the  Savien  Thai 
(Kte.  90).  Scarcely  any  route  could  re- 
pay the  traveller  better  than  this;  but 
the  path  is  not  always  good.  There 
is  also  a  pass  to  Olivone,  in  the  Val 
Bleguo  (Rte.  86).] 

At  Ruis,  2{  m.  beyond  Ilanz,  the 
Panixer  pass  diverges,  the  scene  of 
Suwarrow's  retreat  (Rte.  81 ). 

5  m.  Rhine  is  croraed  to  Tavanasa, 
and 

4  m.  is  recrossed  thence. 

1  m.  THmB  (Rom.,  Tron)--(7h«; 
Krone,  "not  well  reputed") — a  village 
in  a  singularly  beautiful  situation,  ac  a 
little  distance  from  the  Rhine.  Its  800 
Inhab.  are  Rom.  Catholics,  and  speak 
Romansch.  Abandoned  iron-works  in 
the  vicinity.  Truns  is  chiefly  remark- 
able, however,  as  the  cradle  of  liberty 
among  the  Rhoetian  Alps.  Beneath 
the  shade  of  the  neighbouring  forest 
the  peasants  met  at  Sbe  beginning  of 
the  15th  century,  to  concert  plans  for 
liberating  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren from  the  oppression  and  slavery 
of  their  feudal  lords,  three  or  four  of 
*  whose  castles,  now  in  ruins,  may  still 
be  seen  frowning  down  from  the 
neighbouring  crags. 

Near  the  entrance  of  the  village,  on 
the  side  of  Ilanz,  stands  the  decayed 
bat  venerated  fragment  of  a  Syca- 
more (Acer  Pseudoplatanus ;  German, 
Ahom),  now  6  or  7  centuries  old,  a 
•mere  tronk,  cloven  and  hollow,  be- 


neath whose  once-spreading  branches 
the  deputies  of  the  peasants  met  the 
nobles  who  were  favourable  to  their 
cause,  in  March,  1424,  and  took  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  one  another,  and  to 
their  free  constitution  then  esta- 
blished. According  to  tradition  this 
remarkable  oath  was  administered 
by  the  Abbot  of  Disentis.  The 
confederates  swore  "to  be  and  to 
continue  good  and  true  friends  ;  to 
hold  together  in  war  and  in  peace  ; 
to  maintain  each  man  his  own  rights 
by  law,  and  not  by  the  strong  hand; 
to  withstand  all  lawless  violence;  and 
to  punish  the  unruly  who  will  not 
obey  the  sentence  of  the  law."  Such 
is  the  origin  of  the  Gret  League, 
Graue  Bund  (Rte.  66),  so  called  from 
the  grey  beards  or  the  grey  home- 
spun garb  of  the  venerable  assembly. 
A  vigorous  young  shoot  has  sprouted 
forth  from  the  hollow  trunk,  and  is 
protected  by  a  railing.  Close  to  the 
sycamore  tree  stands  the  little  Chapel 
of  St  Anne,  whose  portico  is  adorned 
with  Bible  texts,  "In  libertatem  vocati 
estis;"  "Ubi  Spiritus  Domini,  ibi  JLi- 
bertas;"  "In  te  speravenmt  Patres;*' 
&C.,  and  with  two  fresco  paintings. 
One  represents  the  first  formation  of 
the  League,  the  principal  fis^res  being 
the  Abbot  of  Disentis,  in  the  robes  of 
his  order;  the  Count  of  Sax,  with  a 
white  flowing  beard;  and  the  lord  of 
Rhoetzuns.  The  other  picture  shows 
the  renewal  of  the  oath  in  1778:  the 
deputies  here  appear  with  starched 
frills,  and  hair  powdered  and  frizzled; 
in  silk  stockings  and  walking-sticks. 
It  is  recorded  that  the  deputies  on  the 
former  occasion  brought  their  dinners 
in  sacks  on  their  backs,  which  they 
hung  up  by  nails  to  the  rocks,  white 
they  quenched  their  thirst  in  the 
brook  which  traverses  the  meadow 
of  Tavanasa.  The  more  courtier-like 
deputies  of  the  second  meeting  were 
more  sumptuously  feasted  in  the  man- 
sion of  the  Abbot  In  the  so-cidled 
Jfitter-snal,  a  building  belonging  to 
the  Abbey  of  Disentis,  the  arms  of  all 
the  magistrates  since  1424  are  painted 
on  the  walls. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  valley,   about   Disentis,    are 
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Boman  Catholics,  as  will  become  ap- 
parent from  the  increased  number  of 
churches  and  crosses.  The  mountains 
which  bound  it  change  from  lime- 
stone to  primitive  rocks,  and  g^ve  a 
different  character  to  its  scenery. 

Opposite  Somvix  (Rom.,  Sumvig; 
Lat.,  Summus-yicus),  abounding  in 
cherry-trees,  the  valley  of  that  name 
opens  out;  through  it  is  a  path  to 
Olivone  by  the  Greina  pass.  A 
wooden  bridge,  160  ft.  hi^,  210  ft 
long,  carries  the  road  over  the  Busein- 
TobeL 

7  J  D(sentis  (Di  pronounced  Dee) — 
(/n» ;  H.  Condrau). — Living  is  cheap : 

e54  frs.  board  and  lodging  a-c&y.  Game 
entiful.  The  Benedictine  Abbey  of 
isentis  (Bom.,  Mustar;«Lat,  Mo* 
nasterium)  is  one  of  the  oldest  ec- 
clesiastical establishments  in  Switzer- 
land, founded,  it  is  said,  by  the 
Scotch  monk  Siegbert,  a  compa- 
nion of  St.  Gall,  and  was  the  nucleus 
of  early  civilization  in  this  wild  and 
remote  country.  It  stands  on  an  ele- 
vated terrace,  3700  ft  above  the  sea- 
level,  with  a  small  village  clustered 
round  its  base,  and  near  the  head  of  a 
rather  long  ascent  It  is  protected  by  a 
forest  above  it  from  falling  avalanches^ 
on  the  L  bank  of  the  Yorder-Bhine, 
at  the  junction  of  the  two  Alpioe 
torrents  which  unite  in  forming  that 
river.  The  Abbey  has  twice  been 
burned  down  in  modern  times,  first  in 
1799,  when  the  French  invaders  burnt 
it,  and  along  with  it  the  library  formed 
in  the  7  th  and  8th  centuries.  Provo- 
cation was  given  for  this  act  of  venge- 
ance, by  the  murder  of  a  party  of 
French  soldiers,,  who  had  beea  dis- 
armed and  taken  prisoners  by  the 
Swiss  Landsturm,  and  who  were  here 
set  upon  by  the  infuriated  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  valley^  and  literally 
cut  or  torn  topieces.  The  abbey,  again 
burnt  in  1 846,  but  rebuilt  and  now  used 
as  a  school  for  the  Canton,  has  an  im- 
posing appearance,  from  its  size  and 
position,  towering  above  the  humble 
novels  of  the  village  below,  as  its  rich 
and  powerful  abbots,  in  the  middle 
ages,  lorded  it  over  their  vassals.  They 
were,  at  one  time,  firm  allies  of  the 


House  of  Habsbnrg,  and  the  abbot 
and  his  banner  occupied  the  van  at 
the  battle  of  Morgarten.  At  a  later 
period,  however,  1424,  Abbot  Peter  of 
Pontauingen  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Grison  liberty,  who  met  under  the 
sycamore  at  Truns. 

A  newspaper  is  published  here  in 
the  Bomansch  dialecL 

There  is  a  path  hence  up  the  Me- 
delser  Thai  to  Santa  Maria,  and 
thence  over  the  Lukmanier  to  Bellin- 
zona  (Bte.  85)  ;  a  2nd,  over  the  Uomo 
Pass  and  down  the  Val  Piora  to  Airolo, 
lOf  hrs.  (Bte.  84)  ;  a  3rd,  difficult 
and  dangerous,  runs  N.  over  the  Dodi- 
Grat,  by  the  Sandalp,  to  the  Baths  of 
Stachelberg  (Bte.  77);  a  4th,  by  the 
Kreutzli  Pass  and  Maderaner  Thai 
(Rte.  83)  to  Amsteg,  10  hours'  good 
walking. 

Jean  Baptiste  Monn  is  recommended 
as  a  ^uide. 

A  Railvoay  through  the  ridge  of  the 
Lukmanier  has  been  surveyed.  (See 
Introduction,  §8.) 

Disentis  is  a  convenient  station  for 
travellers  bent  on  exploring  these  and 
other  passes.  The  charge  is  rather 
high  for  very  poor  cattle,  viz.  1 1  frs. 
a-oay  for  each  horse,  with  a  bonnemain 
of  1  fr.  a-day  to  each  of  the  guides. 
But  in  summer  time  the  horses  are 
sent  up  to  the  High  Alps  to  carry- 
hay,  &c.,  and  require  to  be  fetched  a 
long  distance.  If  required  for  several 
days  a  less  price  will  be  taken. 

The  new  road  from  Disentis  up  to  the 
Oberalp  leaves  the  Medelser  Thai  on 
the  i,  and  ascends  the  vale  of  Tavetsch 
by  the  1.  bank  of  the  Vorder-Bhine, 
now  reduced  in  breadth  and  volume 
to  a  mountain-torrent  5.  Sedrun, 
or  Tavetsch  (Inn:  Krone,  good, 
better  quarters  than  Disentis),  the 
chief  place  in  the  valley, 

2.  J2//ar(i5(Bom^St.Giacomo).  Lodg- 
ing may  be  had  in  the  priest's  house, 
who  also  has  some  minerals.  On  a 
hill  nearly  surrounded  by  the  Bhine 
stand  the  ruims  ©f  the  Castle  of  Pult- 
menga  or  Pontaningen,  10  min.  walk 
above  Buaras  the  path  to  the  Oberalp 
splits;  [and  the  rt.-hand  branch,  a 
bridle-path,  is  shorter  and  better,  and 
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tommands  finer  views,  owing  to  its 
keeping  more  to  the  heights,  which  it 
St  once  ascends,  and  rapidly.  It  joins 
the  road  at  the  K  end  of  the  Oberalp 
See.1 

Above  Kuaras  a  narrow  gorge  leads 
ont  of  the  lower  into  an  upper  valley. 
This  part  of  it  is  dreadfully  exposed 
to  avalanches.  In  1808  one  fell  from 
the  Ruenatsch  upon  the  village  of 
Seiva,  and  killed  42  human  beings  and 
237  head  of  cattle. 

The  carriage-roadlis  carried  through 
Tschiamot, 

T^Ghiamot  the  last  village  in  the 
Tavetsch  deserving  that  name,  and  pro- 
vided with  a  church;  it  is  5000  ft. 
above  the  sea.  The  valley  of  Ta* 
vetach  is  the  cradle  of  the  Yorder* 
Khine:  it  is  supplied  from  3  branches, 
having  their  source  in  the  vast  moun- 
tains and  glaciers  which  wall  in  its 
tipper  extremity;  the  Critpalt^  on  the 
S.  side,  the  Sexmadan  (Cima  de  Ba- 
dns),  and  the  Ck>mitre.  At  Tschiamot 
the  L-hand  path  is  crossed,  after 
which,  adieu  to  the  Rhine  ;  a  constant 
ascent  leads  the  traveller  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  pass,  7172  fL  above  the  sea. 

On  reaching  the  opposite  declivity, 
a  small  lake,  mmed  for  its  trout,  lies 
at  the  foot  of  the  traveller.  This  is 
the  Oberalp  See,  one  of  the  head-waters 
of  the  Reuss:  it  is  beset  with  bogs. 
This  spot  was  the  scene  of  a  hard 
Struggle  between  the  French  and 
Austrians  in  1799.  The  road  skirts 
along  the  N.  or  rt.  side  of  the  lake. 
The  vale  of  Urseren,  with  Hospital 
in  the  distance,  and  the  house  on  the 
Furca,  now  open  out  to  view,  and  a 
long  descent  by  well-drawn  zigzaes, 
which  may  be  much  abridged  by  me 
pedestrian,  first  through  a  naked 
valley  of  pastures,  and  then  down  an 
arduous  and  broken  declivity,  brings 
the  traveller  to 

Andermatt  (Christin's  /m>,  good), 
on  the  St  Gothard  (Rte.  34).  To 
walk  hence  to  Disentis  will  require 
7|  hrs ;   to  drive  3}  hrs. 


ROUTE  88. 

AlUrrEO  TO  DI8ENTI8,  BY  THB  PASS 
OF  THE  KBEVZLL 

This  Pass  requires  from  10  to  11 
hrs.,  and  should  not  be  tried  without  a 
guide.  Jos.  Maria  Trosch  and  Am- 
brose Zgraggen,  of  Silenen,  are  good 
guides. 

**  The  path  runs  at  starting  up  the 
Maderaner  TfuU,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Kerstlenbach,  which  joins  the  Reuss 
at  Amsteg.  For  a  few  minutes  it  is 
by  its  side  :  the  ascent  to  gain  the 
level  of  the  fields  above  the  closing 
gorge  then  commences,  and  continues 
for  about  |  hr.  through  the  forest. 
The  valley  behind  the  gorge  is  thus 
entered  and  followed  up  ;  tne  chapel 
of  St.  Antony  and  little  hamlet  of 
Bristen  are  passed,  and  a  little  fur- 
ther on  the  river  is  crossed  (40  miu. 
from  Amsteg),  and  recrossed  10  min. 
afterwards.  An  hr.  after  leaving  Am- 
steg the  stream  from  the  KzU  Thai 
is  crossed.  This  valley  leads  to  the 
Kreuzli,  and  the  Maderan  Thai  is 
now  left.  A  considerable  ascent  is 
necessary  to  get  into  the  Ezli  Thai, 
as  the  path  has  to  mount  above  the 
head  oi  a  high  fall.  The  first  bridge 
over  its  stream,  above  the  fall,  is 
not  crossed,  but  the  three  following 
are.  Soon  alter  crossing  the  third  of 
these  bridges  (about  2  hrs.  from  Am* 
M  3 
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8teg),  the  last  trees  are  passed,  and 
the  path  mounts  continually  for  nearly 
another  couple  of  hours  along  the  W . 
ikukk  of  a  naked  desolate  ravine.  It 
akirts  on  its  way,  in  the  bed  of  the 
stream,  the  remains  of  an  immense 
avalanche  which  fell  1849 — a  mass 
of  snow,  dirt,  and  fallen  rocks,  pro- 
bably 4  ^  ™^*^  loi^^*  Beside  it 
stands  a  cross  with  me  date  1834. 
A  small  marshy  basin  succeeds  the 
ravine,  the  valley  here  chang^g 
its  direction  from  S.  to  W.  At  this 
basin  the  way  to  the  Kreuzli  quits  the 
valley,  passing  the  river  and  ascend- 
ing tne  eastern  mountains.  There  is 
a  bridge;  the  track  is  not  perceptible 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river, 
though  it  soon  reappears  during  the 
subsequent  ascent 

**  It  is  well  worth  while  to  follow  up 
the  valley  for  half  a  mile  or  a  mile 
above  the  basin  Just  mentioned,  in- 
stead of  immediately  leaving  it  for  the 
pass.  The  river  is  parsu^  towards 
the  W.,  till  it  is  lost  in  a  short  defile 
beneath  the  snow,  with  which  the  bed 
of  the  narrow  |>assaee  is  choked  up. 
A  multitude  of  gigantic  blocks,  heaped 
one  above  another,  form  one  side  of 
this  cleft  in  the  mountains.  The  snow 
«ffords  good  walking,  and  the  defile 
soon  gives  admittance  into  a  large 
hollow  of  the  highest  savage  cha- 
racter. It  is  utterly  sterile  and  un- 
inhabited ;  a  mere  receptacle  for  fallen 
rocks  and  snow.  The  glaciers  of  the 
Crispalt  sweep  down  upon  it ;  craggy 
mountains  or  the  boldest  elevation 
girdle  it  in;  their  splintered  summits 
rise  on  all  sides  high  into  the  sky. 
To  visit  this  spot  in  the  journey  over 
the  Kreuzli  would  not  increase  the 
duration  of  the  day's  walk  by  much 
more  than  half  an  hour. 

««The  track  which  leads  to  the 
Kreuzli  pass,  after  the  marshy  basin 
is  left  and  the  river  crossed,  continues 
to  ascend  towards  the  E.  up  an  uneven 
slope,  until  it  reaches  the  opening  of 
a  kind  of  higti,  short  valley,  by  pur- 
suing which  the  summit  is  to  be  gained. 
Prom  this  point  there  is  an  unexpected 
view  of  the  bay  o.  Uri,  and  of  the 
plain  at  the  entrance  of  the  Reuss  into 
the  lake.     The   last  ascent  to  the 


Kreuzli  is  gentle  but  rouffh,  the  ffronnd 
being  covered  with  loose  blocks, 
alternating  with  patches  of  snow. 
The  track  only  appears  at  intervalst 
generaUy  upon  the  snow  ;  but  the 
course  of  the  little  valley  is  in  itself 
a  sufficient  e^iide.  The  crest  of  the 
pass,  marked  by  a  pole,,  is  reached 
in  5  hrs.  direct  from  Amst^,  or  6^ 
allowing  halts  to  enjoy  the  view,  ana 
has  an  elevation  of  7710  feet  above 
the  sea. 

*'  The  views  firom  the  Kreuzli  are  on 
both  sides  of  an  extremely  savage 
nature,  amongst  the  neighbouring 
mountains  and  glaciers.  There  is 
also  an  extensive  view,  looking  down 
the  valley,  of  the  snowy  mountains 
between  the  Grisons  ana  the  canton 
Ticino. 

*'  It  is  a  bad  descent  into  the  valley 
of  Strim  down  a  steep  declivity,  broken 
hy  numbers  of  iuttmg  crags.  Occa- 
sional goat-tracks  supply  we  place  of 
a  reguhir  path.  Neitner  is  the  track 
down  the  valley — ^when  its  bed  is  at- 
tained, and  the  ice-cold  river,  just 
sprung  from  its  glaciers,  crossed— 
anything  like  a  good  path.  It  requires 
two  long  and  rather  fatiguing  hours 
from  the  summit  of  the  pass  to  reach 
the  village  of  Sedmn  or  Tavetsch  in 
the  valley  of  the  Fore  Rhine.  The 
valley  of  Strim  is  uninhabited,  and  its 
nakedness  is  not  relieved  by  a  single 
tree,  not  even  a  stunted  fir.  From 
Sedrun  to  Disentis  down  the  valley  of 
the  Fore  Rhine  is  an  easy  walk  of  2 
hrs.    (SeeRte.  82.) 


.Swvtxmam,     .b«  84,  85. — disentis  to  airolo  akd  oliyone. 
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ROUTE  84. 

DTBSimS    TO    AIROLO,    BT    THK    UOMO 

TABS.    (11  hrs.). 

**Aa  far  M  the  hospice  of  Santa 
Maria,  5  leegues  from  Disentia,  the 
way  to  this  pass  is  the  same  as  that  to 
the  Lakmanier.  (Rte.  85.)  A  little 
.tributary  valley  of  the  Medelser  Thai 
opens  from  the  S.W.  into  the  plain  of 
joanta  Maria,  and  leads  to  the  Uomo 
pass.  The  path  ascends  from  the  plain 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  stream  which 
waters  this  valley.  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty on  the  ascent,  which  is  rapid  and 
continuous.  The  valley  is  narrow  and 
barren,  and  presents  nothinji^  remark- 
able. The  summit  of  the  pass  is 
reached  easily  in  an  hour  ana  a  half 
from  Santa  Maria.  Its  height  is  7 160 
ft. ;  the  ground  is  flat  and  boggy,  and 
not  adapted  for  a  path:  it  is  ac- 
cordingRr  traced  along  a  gentle  slope 
on  the  S.  edge  of  the  marsh,  where 
there  are  one  or  two  rude  chalets. 
.  **  The  descent  is  scarcely  begun  before 
a  commanding  view  of  tne  knot  of  the 
St.  Gothard  Alps  opens  out  in  front 
above  the  lesser  mountains.  The  pas- 
lures,  or  *  Alp '  of  Piora,  down  which 
the  path  lies,  produce  a  cheese  of  con- 
siderable repute  in  the  canton.  The 
descent  is  at  first  rapid,  but  then 
reaches  a  little  plain  and  lake,  and 
then  the  lake  of  Rotom,  The  descent 
from  the  lake  is  abrupt  and  long,  the 
river  forming  in  quick  succession  three 
very  fine  falls. 

'*After  passing  the  third  fall,  the  path 
is  fairly  out  of  Uie  V al  Piora,  and  on 
the  flanks  of  the  Val  Leventina,  having 
been  throughout,  during  the  descent 
from  the  pass,  on  the  rL  bank  of  the 
stream,  which  it  now  abandons.  The 
rest  of  the  way  to  Airolo  is  very  inte- 
resting. The  Val  Leventina  and  die 
St.  Gothard  road  are  left  far  beneath, 
and  the  path  continues  high  on  the 


slopes  of  the  mountains,  passing 
through  the  village  of  Madrano. 
Here  the  o|«ning  of  the  Val  Canaria 
breaks  the  side  of  the  chain :  the  path 
descends,  crosses  the  stream  issuing 
from  it,  and  falls  into  the  St.  Gothard 
road  a  little  below  Airolo."— li.  E. 


ROUTE  85. 

PASS    or    THE   LUKMAKIER  —  D1BENTIS 
TO  OLIVONE  IN  THE  VAL  BLBGMO. 

10  hrs. 

A  pathf  much  frequented  in  sum- 
mer, and  practicable  throughout  on 
horseback,  though  very  steep  towards 
its  two  extremities.  It  is  a  long  and 
not  very  interesting  pass,  but  has 
acquirea  importance  from  the  com- 
parative facilities  it  ofifers  for  the 
construction  of  a  Railway  with  tun- 
nels through  the  Alp»— so  as  to  con- 
nect Swiuerland,  W.  France,  and 
South  Germany,  with  Sardinia,  Lorn* 
bardy,  and  the  cities  of  Milan,  Turin, 
and  Genoa.  A  succession  of  long  and 
comparatively  level  valleys  on  either 
side  of  the  pass  have  caused  it  to  be 
surveyed  for  the  construction  of  a 
Bailway^  and  Mr.  Hemans,  an  English 
engineer  of  great  experience,  has 
ascertained  that  it  is  practicable  by 
means  of  a  tunnel  15  m.  long,  which 
is  to  enter  the  mountain  at  Perdatsch 
and  to  emerge  at  Camps  in  Val 
Blegno. 

The  valley  of  Medeh,  up  which  this 
route  lies  as  far  as  Sta.  Maria,  runs 
in  a  direction  nearly  due  S.  from 
Disentis,  and  is  traversed  through  its 
whole  length  by  the  Middle  Shine. 
The  entrance  to  it  is  by  a  rocky  and 
wooded  gorge,  about  2  m.  firom  Di* 
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ftentia,  called  Conflons,  because  the 
Yorder  and  Mittel-Bhein  unite  in  it. 
In  the  midst  of  it  the  Rhine  forms  two 
cascades,  and  beyond  it  the  Tal* 
ley  opens  out  into  a  wide  basin,  lined 
with  pastures  and  forests,  in  the  re- 
moter parts  of  which  the  bear  is  still 
found,  while  the  chamois  abounds  on 
the  granite  peaks  forming  the  highest 
summits  ot  the  surrounding  Alps. 
The  path  scales  the  steep  and 
craggjr  ridge  to  the  rt.  of  the  ^rge, 
of  which  it  affords  but  a  very  imper- 
fect view,  and  then  descends  into  the 
valley,  opposite  Curaelia,  a  villaee  on 
the  rt  bank  of  the  mL  Rhine,  placed 
just  above  the  influx  of  the  torrent 
which  descends  from  the  Medelser 
Gletscher.  A  little  farther  up  the 
Rhine  is  crossed  to 

Platta  (accommodation  at  the 
Cure's),  the  principal  place  in  the 
Medelser  Thai  In  1  hr.  more,  pass- 
ing through  the  hamlet  St.  Bocco, 
a  spot  is  reached,  whence,  looking 
bacK,  the  view  of  the  Dodi  is  superb. 
i  hr.  higher  is  Perdatsch — situated 
at  the  opening  of  the  Val  Cristal- 
lina,  which  runs  in  a  S.K  direction, 
and  sends  forth  one  branch  of  the 
Middle  Rhine.  It  is  celebrated  for 
its  rock-crystals,  out  of  which  the 
shrine  of  oL  Carlo  Borromeo,  in  the 
Duomo  of  Milan,  was  formed.  The 
ascent  here  becomes  more  rapid,  and 
the  scenery  wilder  and  finer.  Huge 
rocks  are  jumbled  about.  Below  Per^ 
datsch  the  Mittel-Bhein  plunges,  in  a 
fell  100  ft.  high,  into  a  deep  pulf.  The 
little  hospices  of  St.  John  and  St  Gall, 
each  with  its  warning  bell,  are  passed, 
and,  in  about  5  hrs.  from  Disentis,  Sta. 
Maria  is  reached.  Here  a  stream  de- 
scends from  the  W.  out  of  the  Lake 
Dim,  at  the  end  of  the  Val  Cadelina; 
and  another  issues  from  the  foot  of 
the  Monte  Scuro. 

Sta.  Mat^ia  is  a  hospice  kept  up  for 
the  benefit  of  travellers,  ana,  though 
very  wretched  in  appearance,  the  tra- 
veller may  procure  tolerable  accom- 
modation for  horse  and  man. 

^hr's.  walk  above  Sta.  Maria  brings 
you  to  the  culminating  point  of  the 
Pass  of  the  Lahnanicr  (in  Latin, 
Mons   Lucumonius ;    in   Romanseh, 


Lukmajn,  or  Culm  Sta.  Maria),  6340 
ft  above  the  sea. 

It  is  said  that  the  army  of  Pepin 
passed  this  way,  a.d.  754,  on  his  in- 
vasion of  Italy.  Poles,  stuck  into  the 
rocks,  mark  the  direction  of  the  path 
across  the  CoL  A  horse-path  over 
the  Uomo  Pass  (Rte.  84)  branches 
off  from  the  hospice  to  Airolo,  through 
the  Val  Termini,  or  Val  Fomo,  £e 
Val  Piora,  by  Altanca,  Brugnasco,  and 
Madrano. 

A  cross  on  the  summit  of  the  Luk- 
manier  marks  the  boundary  of  the 
Orisons  and  Canton  Tessin.  Henoe 
the  path  to  Olivone  and  the  Val 
Blegno  descends  the  Alpine  Val  Ca- 
saccia,  in  1  hr.  to 

The  Hospice  of  Casaccia;  and,  a 
few  mfles  kAver,  to  that  of 

Crnnperio,  both  founded,  it  is  said, 
by  St.  Cbrlo  Borromeo,  for  the  re- 
ception of  travellers. 

The  first  glimpse  oi  the  spires  and 
plain  of 

Olwone^  from  the  wooded  steeps  of 
the  Lukmanier,  is  very  striking,  the 
deseent  to  it  beautiful,  and  the  village 
itself  is  one  of  the  most  charming 
spots  in  the  Alps.  The  small  Ffin  of 
Stefano  Bolla  is  comfortable,  though 
of  no  inviting  exterior,  and  rather 
high-priced.     Diligence  to  Biasca. 

Olivone  is  the  highest  village  in  the 
Val  Blegno^  and  stands  at  the  point 
where  the  lateral  valley  of  Casaocia 
joins  it ;  it  has  about  740  Inhab. 

The  Val  Blegno  (Germ.  Polenser* 
thai)  is  traversed  by  the  stream  of  the 
Brenno,  which  enters  it  from  a  narrow 
deft  in  the  mountain;  and  a  tolerable 
char-road,  in  part  carriase-road,  has 
recently  been  formed  along  the  L 
bank  of  the  stream,  from  Olivone  to 
Biasca,  on  the  route  of  the  St  Goth* 
ard  (Rte.  34),  a  distance  of  14  m. 
All  the  valley  (m  the  W.  is  very 
beautifuL 

Many  of  the  chocolate-sellers  and 
chestnut-roasters,  who  swarm  in  the 
streets  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  come 
from  the  Val  Blegno. 

Biasca,  on  the  3t  Gothard  road. 


Svoitsm^fid. 


ROOTE  86. — UJkJSfZ  TO  OUVONB. 


253 


KOUTE  86. 

XLAXZ  TO  OLIVONE  I»  THE  VAL  BLKQNO, 
Br  THE  PASSES  OF  THE  DISRUT  AND 
OREINA. 

This  route  (14  hrs.)  leads  S.  from 
Sans  up  the  Lugnetz  Thal^  a  beautiful 
▼alley,  contracted  at  its  openiag  into 
the  Tallej  of  the  Rhine  to  a  mere 
defile,  as  mr  as  KvmbeU  (H  hr.  from 
Bans).  A  little  fiuther  up  the  TaHey 
diTides;  the  £.  branch, the  St.  Peters 
Thai,  leads  to  the  pass  of  the  Valser- 
bei»  (Rte.  89);  the  W.  branch,  or 
Yrm  Thai,  leading  to  the  Val  Blegno. 
Near  the  junction  are  the  Baths  of 
Peiden,  where  tolerably  good  accom- 
modation may  be  had.  The  road  to  the 
Disrut,  after  leaving  Kumbels,  passes 
for  a  very  long  time  over  an  elevated 
and  extensive  tract  oi  open  fields, 
dotted  with  several  villages  and  ham- 
lets, and  commanding  a  view  up  the 
main  valley  as  far  as  the  pass  oc  the 
Valserberv.  At  length  the  narrow 
upper  valfey  of  Vrm  is  entered,  and, 
after  crossing  a  deep  ravine,  the  vil- 
lage of  Vtm,  which  gives  its  name  to 
the  Talley,  is  reached  (5  hrs.  from 
Bans).  The  cure  here  will  give 
lodging  to  travellers. 

On  leaving  Vrin  the  path  descends 
to  and  crosses  the  river,  which  it 
recrosses  almost  directly  afterwards. 
The  last  hamlet  is  Buzaaoh  (1^  hr. 
from  Vrin).  From  Buiasch  to  the 
summit  of  the  IMsmt  is  an  ascent  of 
•nearly  2  hrs.  For  the  first  hour  there 
is  a  path  marked ;  the  rest  of  the  way 
may  be  called  pathless.  By  a  gap,  in 
which  snow  lies,  is  at  last  attained, 
not  the  crest  of  the  Disrut,  but  the 


narrow  edse  of  the  sharply  serrated 
ridge  which  divides  the  hollow  lead- 
ing down  to  Buzasch  from  another 
leaiding  down  to  Camps.  The  edge 
of  this  ridge  is  gained  close  to  the 
point  where  it  diverges  from  the  chain 
which  separates  the  valleys  of  Somviz 
and  Vrin.  The  ascent  from  here  to 
the  Disrut  is  difficult  but  short  (about 
^  of  an  hour).  Immediately  on  the 
left  is  seen  a  shallow  gully  partly 
filled  with  snow,  the  sides  of  which 
are  composed  of  small  loose  fragments 
of  rock.  The  head  of  this  gully  is 
the  pass  of  the  Disrut  When  the  sur- 
&ce  of  the  snow  is  too  hard  and  steep 
to  be  practicable,  it  is  necessary  to 
make  one's  way  as  well  as  possible 
up  the  loose  rocks  and  stones,  which 
sup  away  beneath  the  feet.  The 
summit  of  the  Disrut  (7280  ft)  is 
thus  gained,  8^  hrs.  after  leaving 
Hans.  The  view  of  rugeed  mountains 
from  the  point  is  exceedingly  fine. 

From  this  point  there  is  a  very 
bad  descent  into  a  plain  below  (the 
ascent  must  be  extremely  difficult). 
After  a  short  ^hr.  of  what  cannot  be 
called  walking,  but  rather  scrambling 
and  slipping,  down  a  crumbling  de- 
clivity and  a  bed  of  snow  lying  in  the 
depths  of  a  rift,  the  highest  part  of 
the  great  plain  is  reached.  Right 
above  the  nead,  but  Just  at  a  safe 
distance,  a  glacier'  is  seen  pushing 
itself  forward  to  the  edge  of  a  preci- 
pice, and  strewing  the  ground  at  its 
foot,  almost  close  to  the  passer  by, 
with  heaps  of  fragments  of  ice. 

The  ascent  to  the  Grema  (6520  ft.) 
is  all  but  nominaL  The  Greina  is  in 
fact  merely  the  western  edge  of  this 
long  plain.  The  descenton  the  other 
side  into  the  Val  Kcmttdroy  the  highest 
part  of  the  Vol  Blegno,  is  rather  diffi- 
cult After  crossing  a  wet  stony  flat, 
it  is  requisite  to  ascend  the  right  hand 
of  the  two  spurs  into  which  the  broken 
ridge  is  spht,  and  then  to  make  a  very 
steep  descent  among  stones  and  blocks 
of  rock  into  the  head  of  the  valley, 
which  is  ^ned  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  leavmg  the  summit  of  the  Greina. 
The  head  of  the  Val  Kamadra  is  par- 
tiall;|r  occupied  by  a  mat  bed  of  snow, 
and  is  overhung  on  the  W.  by  the  vast 
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Kamadra  glaeier,   a  portion  of  the 
i  field  of  ice  to  which  the  Medelser 


SUcier  belongs.  Once  in  the  head  of 
le  Val  Kamadra  all  the  difficulties 
of  the  passage  are  surmoanted.  The 
rest  or  the  way  to  Olitow  is  suffi- 
ciently easy,  but  will  occupy  full 
3  hrs.  more.  It  is  advisable  to  manage 
to  reach  Olivone  by  daylight,  as  there 
is  a  ravine  between  Ghirone  and  011- 
Tone,  where  the  path  skirts  the  edge 
of  unguarded  precipices,  which  makes 
the  way  rather  awkwaixl  after  nisrht- 
foil 

The  Greina  may  also  be  passed 
either  from  Somvix  or  Trons  in  the 
Orisons  by  following  up  the  valley  of 
Somvix.  From  Olivone  downwards 
there  is  a  carriage-road  through  the 
Val  Blegno  (Bte.  85). 


ROUTE  87. 

GOIBE  TO   CIIIAVENNA — ^THE  VIA  MALA 
— PASS  OF  THE  SPLiJOEN. 
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In  postin?  to  Chiavenna,  travellers 
are  enabled  to  take  the  same  post- 
carriage  through  the  whole  distance. 
The  supply  of  post-horses  is  some- 
times insufficient. 

An  extra  horse  must  be  taken  in 
•the  ascent  from  Tusis  or  Chiavenna 
to  the  summit. 

Diligences  twice  daily  in  summer 
by  the  Spliigen  to  Como  and  Milan, 
and  over  the  Bemardin ;  but  by  the 
diligence  one  side  or  the  other  will  be 
passed  in  the  night  The  road  is  ex- 
cellent all  the  way.  It  is  a  drive  of 
about  7  hrs.,  posting,  from  Coire  to 
•Spliigen,  and  anout  ^  hrs.  from  Splii- 
^n  to  Coire;  6  hrs.  by  diligence  or 
^sting  from  Spliigen  to  Chiavenna. 


Persons  starting  by  the  fitst  steamer 
from  Friedrichshafen,  and  taking  the 
train  at  Rorschach,  may  now  reach 
Coire  in  time  for  the  2nd  diligence, 
which  runs  throughout  the  summer 
months,  and  so  reach  Chiavenna 
about  12  at  night  on  the  drd  day  from 
London. 

From  Coire  (Bte.  67)  to  Beich- 
enau  there  is  not  mnch  deserving  no- 
tice in  the  scenery  of  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine;  but  the  mountain  Qa- 
UmdoL,  on  its  L  bank,  is  a'conspicuoua 
object ;  and  on  the  same  side  of  the 
Rhine,  the  village  of  Felsberg,  partly 
buried  by  a  sfin  from  threatening 
rocks  above  it  The  road  runs  along 
a  nearly  level  bottom  as  far  as 

JReichenau — Inn,  zum  Adler  (Aigle), 
formerly  a  convent,  &rood  and  mode- 
rate^ a  group  of  honees  situated 
at  the  junction  of  the  two  Rhines. 
Its  chief  building  is  the  handsome 
whitewashed  Chateau^  with  garden, 
a  «eat  of  the  Plaata  family.  At 
the  end  of  the  last  century  it  was 
converted  into  a  school  by  the  burgo- 
master Tschamer.  In  1793  a  young 
man  calling  himself  Chabot  arrived 
here  on  foot,  with  a  stick  in  his  hand 
and  a  bundle  on  his  back.  He  pre- 
sented a  letter  of  introduction  to  H. 
Jost,  the  head  master,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  was  appointed  usher ;  and 
for  8  months  gave  lessons  in  French, 
mathematics,  and  history.  This  fbr- 
lorn  stranger  was  no  oth&c  than  Louis 
Philippe,  late  King  of  the  Frendi, 
then  I>uke  de  Chartres,  who  had  been 
forced,  by  the  march  of  the  French 
army,  to  quit  Bremgarten,  and  seek 
concealment  here  in  the  performance 
of  the  humble  duties  or  a  sdiool* 
master,  and  in  that  capacity  made 
himself  equally  beloved  by  masters 
and  pupils.  His  secret  vras  known 
only  to  M.  Jost  His  cheerfiil  room 
is  still  pointed  out,  and  2  paintings— 
scenes  from  his  own  life^-presented 
while  he  was  King.  During  his  resi- 
dence here  he  must  have  heard  the 
news  of  his  father's  death  on  the  scaf- 
fold, and  his  mother's  transportation 
to  Madagascar.  The  house  contains  8 
pictures  by  Winterhalter,  presented  by 
Louis  Philippe  to  M.  Plants,  and  sere^ 
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jtaI  other  memorialB  of  the  late  Boyal 
family  of  Fzwice.  [Thooe  who  are  de- 
•oendmgy  and  have  already  traversed 
the  main  road,  may  take  the  KunJUis 
Pass  to  Bagati  (Boate  66  d).] 

At  Beicbsnau  the  road  is  carried 
first  over  the  united  Rhine  and  then 
over  the  Vorder  Rhein  by  covered 
wooden  bridges,  each  of  one  fine  arch. 
The  lower  bridge  is  237  ft  long  and 
80  ft  above  the  river.  The  more 
abundant  waters  of  the  Hinter  Rhein 
cominf  from  the  Bemardin  and  the 
foot  of  Mount  Adula  are  of  dirty  blue; 
while  those  of  the  Vorder  Rhein, 
risinff  in  the  glaciers  of  the  Crispalt 
and  Lukmanier,  are  observed  to  be  of 
a  whitish  grey  tint.  The  road  up  the 
Vorder  Rnein  to  its  source,  and  to 
Andermatt,  on  the  St  Oothard,  is  de- 
scribed in  Rta  82. 

The  road  to  the  Splfigen  follows 
the  course  of  the  Hinter-Rhein.  On 
the  top  of  a  commanding  rock  on  the 
L  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  approached 
by  a  long  bridge,  rises  the  Castle  of 
Rhoetzuns  (RbasUaima):  it  is  still  in- 
habited. 

This  part  of  the  Bhelnthsl,  called 
the  valley  of  DomUtoMg  (Vallis  To- 
miliasca),  is  particularly  remarkable 
for  the  vast  number  of  catties  (21) 
which  crown  almost  every  rock  or 
knoll  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
mostly  in  ruins,  sometimes  standing 
out  lx>ldly  from  a  dark  background 
of  forest,  at  others  so  identified  by 
decay,  by  the  weather  tints,  and  by 
the  Lchen  growth,  with  the  apparently 
inaccessible  rocks  on  which  tliev 
stand,  as  barely  to  be  distineuisheo. 
Their  picturesque  donjons  ana  battle- 
ments contribute  not  a  little  to  en- 
hance die  charms  of  the  landscape; 
they  serve  at  the  same  time  as  his- 
torical monuments  to  commemorate 
the  revolution  by  which  the  power  of 
a  tyrannical  feudal  aristocracy,  the 
lords  of  these  fostnesses,  was  broken, 
and  their  strongholds  burnt  by  the 
peasants  of  t&is  valley,  whom  they 
had  long  oppressed. 

Another  peculiarity  of  this  district 
is  the  intricate  intermixture  of  lan- 
guage and  religion.  There  are  scarcely 
$wo  af^oining  parishes*  or  even  ham- 


lets, speaking  the  same  tongue  and 
prof^ing  the  same  faith.  Thus  at 
Coire  German  is  the  prevailing  lan- 
guage, and  Protestant  the  religion  of 
the  majority;  at  Ems,  the  first  village 
on  the  road,  Romansch  (Rte.  66)  is 
spoken.  Tamins  and  Reichenau  are 
Catholic  and  Cerman;  Bonaduz,  di« 
vided  from  them  by  the  Rhine,  is 
Catholic,  and  speaks  Romansch. 
Rhcetxuns  and  Kitsis  are  two  Roman 
Catholic  villages ;  but  in  the  first  the 
language  is  German,  in  the  second 
Romansch.  The  inhabitants  of  Hein- 
senberg  and  Tusis,  are  Protestant 
and  German;  of  Zillis  and  through- 
out the  valley  of  Schams,  Protestant 
and  Romansch.  Splfieen  and  Hinter 
Rhein  form  the  boundary  at  once  of 
the  Romansch  language  and  Pro- 
testant reliffion. 

The  castle  of  OrtensteMf  on  the  rt 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  best  preserved  in  the  valley:  it  is 
still  inhabited  by  the  Travers  mmUy. 

Near  the  village  of  KdUit  a  beau- 
tiful view  opens  out,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Rhine,  up  the  vidley  of  Ober- 
halbstein. 

The  Rhine  valley  hereabouts  exhi- 
bits dismal  traces  of  the  ravages  pro- 
duced by  the  torrent  Nulla^  which, 
rising  at  the  base  of  the  Piz  Beveren, 
on  tne  W.  of  our  route,  joins  the 
Rhine  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the 
direction  of  the  course  of  that  river. 
It  at  all  times  pollutes  the  waters  of 
the  Rhine  with  its  mud,  and  is  subject 
to  verv  sudden  swells  after  rain,  when 
it  rushes  down,  tearing  u^  the  rocks 
and  carrying  along  with  it  heaps  of 
stone,  mud,  and  gpravel,  which  not 
only  overspread  its  own  banks,  but 
frequently  block  up  the  bed  of  the 
Rhine  and  cause  desolating  inunda- 
tions. Thus  a  district,  previously 
fertile  and  beautiful,  has  been  trans- 
formed since  1807  into  a  desert,  and 
its  fields  either  buried  under  stony 
rubbish  or  converted  into  marsh.  The 
evil  has  been  annually  increasing  for 
several  years  past,  but  hopes  are  en- 
tertained of  arresting  it  and  recover^ 
ing  the  land.  With  this  view,  exten- 
sive dykes  are  being  constructed  along 
I  the  bulks  of  the  ^ine. 
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Tiisis  (  Tfifw ;  H.  de  la  Via  Mala,  Tery 
good;— Aigle  d*Or,  Poste,  good)— a 
village  of  670  Inhab.,  finely  situated 
on  a  terrace  at  the  mouth  of  the  Via 
Mala  gorge.  Tusis,  according  to 
some,  is  only  the  word  Tuscia^  the 
country  of  the  Tuscans,  who  first 
culonixed  these  yaUeys,  chaa|;ed  in 
the  Romansch  dialect.  Tusis  was 
almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1845,  and  is  now  a  street  of  new  houses. 

Immediately  beyond  Tusis  the 
muddy  stream  of  the  Nolla,  flowing 
through  a  waste  of  d^ris,  is  crossed 
by  a  handsome  bridge.  On  the  rt, 
at  the  end  of  the  yaUey,  appears  the 
peak  of  the  Fix  Beveren. 

[Opposite  Tusis  the  Albula  enters 
the  Rhine  from  the  S.E.,  through  the 
Schyn  Pass,  strongly  resembling  the 
Via  Mala,  as  it  must  have  been  ^fore 
ihe  excellent  modem  road.  Passing 
Sils,  a  road  follows  either  bank  of  the 
stream;  the  L  is  the  hottest,  the  rt.  is 
the  finest.  By  the  latter,  2  J  hr.  Unter- 
mutlen,  i  hr.  Solis.  Thence  over  the 
Solisbrucke,  some  1 500  ft.  above  the 
Albula  river,  to  Jhr,  Obervata  (whence 
a  rough  char-road  to  Chur);  or  1  hr. 
to  Tiefenkasten,  on  the  carriage-road 
between  Coire  and  the  Engadine  (Rte. 
92-93).] 

Above  Tusis  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine  seems  closed  up  by  the  moun- 
tains; it  is  only  on  a  nearer  approach 
that  the  eye  discovers  the  opening  of 
that  singular  chasm  which  has  cleft 
them  through,  affording  a  passage  for 
the  river,  and  in  modem  times,  by 
artificial  means,  for  the  road.  The 
L  or  £.  side  of  this  colosstal  portal  is 
guarded  by  the  castle  of  i?tfa/^(Kh8etia 
Alta),  standing  in  the  fork  between 
the  Albula  and  the  Rhine,  and  from 
its  lofty  platform,  400  ft.  high,  looking 
down  upon  both  valleys.  It  is  ac- 
cessible only  from  the  E.,  and  by 
crossing  the  Rhine;  on  all  other  sides 
the  rock  is  a  precipice.  These  moul- 
dering ruins  are  traditionally  reported 
to  owe  their  origin  to  Rhntus,  chief 
of  the  Etruscans,  who,  driven  out  of 
Italy  by  an  invasion  of  the  Gauls, 
established  his  stronghold  on  this  spot 
B.C.  287,  and  transplanted  into  the 
Alps  the  people  and  unguage  of  Etru* 


ria.  The  mined  chapel  of  St.  John, 
on  a  neighbouring  height,  is  stated  to 
have  been  the  earliest,  and  for  a  lonj^ 
time  the  only  Christian  temple  in  the 
valley,  where  heathenism  prevailed  to 
a  comparatively  late  period. 

It  is  not  above  ^  m.  from  Tusis  to 
the  Via  Mala,  and,  as  the  ascent  begins 
immediately,  the  traveller  should  at 
once  set  off  and  traverse  the  Via 
Mala  on  foot;  the  carriage  will  be 
some  time  in  overtaking  him. 

The  Via  Mala,  which  commences 
about  ^  m.  above  Tusis,  and  extends 
for  a  distance  of  more  than  3  miles, 
is  one  of  the  most  sublime  and  tre- 
mendous defiles  in  Switserland.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  with  any  precision  the 
dimensions  of  this  gorge,  which  has 
cleft  the  mountains  through  the  chine. 
The  precipices,  which  of&n  rise  per* 
l>endicularly  on  both  sides  of  it,  some- 
times even  overhanging  their  base,  are 
certainly  in  some  places  1600  ft.  high, 
and  in  many  places  not  more  than  10 
yards  apart  The  Rhine,  compressed 
within  this  narrow  stony  bed,  to  the 
width  of  a  pigmy  rivulet,  is  barely 
audible  as  it  rushes  through  the 
depths  below  the  road. 

The  rocks  of  slate  and  limestone^ 
composing  the  walls  of  the  ravine,  are 
so  hard  that  they  appear  to  have  suf- 
fered no  disintegration  from  the  wea- 
ther; the  fracture  is  so  fresh  and 
sharp  that-,  were  the  convulsive  force 
from  below,  which  divided  them,  again 
called  forth  to  unite  them,  it  seems  as 
though  the  gulf  would  close,  and  leave 
no  aperture  behind. 

When  the  traveller  enters  the  mouth 
of  the  defile,  the  sudden  transition 
from  the  glare  of  snnshine  to  the 
gloom  of  a  chasm,  so  narrow  that  it 
leaves  in  some  places  but  a  strip  of 
sky  visible  overhead,  is  exceedingly 
striking.  The  walls  of  rock,  at  intervals 
on  both  sides,  afforded  in  their  natural 
state  not  an  inch  of  space  along  which 
a  goat's  foot  could  clamber  ;  and,  in 
ancient  times,  this  part  of  the  mms 
was  deemed  quite  inaccessible,  llie 
peasants  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Lost 
Gulf  (Trou  perdu,  Verlohrenes  Loch); 
and,  when  they  wanted  to  go  from 
Tusis  to  the  higher  valley  of  echams^ 
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they  ascended  the  yale  of  the  Nolla 
for  some  distaDce,  clambering  over 
the  tops  of  high  mountains,  round 
the  shoulder  of  the  PIz  Beveren,  and 
descended  on  the  opposite  side  at 
Suvers.  A  second  road,  formed  in 
1470,  crossed  the  mountains  as  before, 
but  dipped  down,  from  the  village  of 
Kongella,  into  the  depths  of  the  Via 
Mala,  near  the  first  bridge ;  still 
avoiding  altogether  the  Trou  perdu. 
This  inconvenient  path,  after  being 
used  for  more  than  300  years,  was 
superseded  by  the  present  magnificent 
highway  constructed  by  the  engineer 
FocobeUi.  Avoiding  the  useless  de- 
tour, and  the  fatiguing  ascent  and 
descent,  he  at  once  plunged  into  the 
defile,  and  pierced  the  projecting  but- 
tress of  rock,  which  had  previously 
denied  all  access  to  it^  by  the  gallery 
or  tunnel  of  the  Verlohrenes  Loch, 
216  fL  long,  through  which  the  road 
now  passes.  The  view,  looking  back 
from  this,  through  the  dark  vista  of 
black   rock,   and  the  fringe  of   firs, 

rn  the  ruined  tower  of  Realt  and 
sun-lit  valley  of  Domlesche,  is 
very  pleasing.  The  grooves  or  the 
bonng-rod,  by  which  the  very  hard 
slate  rock  is  everywhere  streaked,  in- 
dicate how  arduous  was  the  labour  of 
constructing  this  part  of  the  road.  It 
was  literally  forcing  a  passage  through 
the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  and  the 
whole  width  of  the  carriage-way  has 
been  gained  by  blasting  a  notch,  as  it 
were,  in  the  side  of  the  mountain. 
For  more  than  1000  ft.  it  is  carried 
along  beneath  a  stone  canopy,  thus 
artificially  hollowed  out.  The  road 
is  protected  by  a  parapet  wall,  below 
which,  at  a  depth  of  many  hundred 
feet,  the  contracted  Rhine  frets  the 
foot  of  the  precipice.  The  road  is  in 
places  steep,  ana  fit  for  only  one  car- 
riage to  pass.  A  little  higher  up, 
the  gorge  bulges  out  into  a  sort  of 
basin,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  a 
solitary  house  ;  but  it  soon  contracts 
again,  and  the  scenery  of  the  pass 
may  be  said  to  attain  the  height  of 
grandeur  beyond  the  first  of  the  3 
bridges,  by  means  of  which  the  road 
is  conveyed  from  side  to  side  of  the 
Bhine. 


pass 
should  be  traversed  on  ^t ;  the  tra- 
veller hurrying  through  in  his  car- 
riage is  quite  incapable  of  appre- 
ciating its  awful  magnificence. 

The  Middle  Bridge,  a  most  striking 
object,  from  its  gpraceful  proportions, 
and  the  boldness  with  which  its  light 
arch  spans  the  dark  and  deep  gulf 
below,  is  approached  by  a  second 
small  gallery,  protected  by  a  wooden 
roof  to  ward  off  falling  stones.  Here- 
abouts, the  lofty  precipices  on  the 
one  side  actually  overhang  those  6tl 
the  other,  the  direction  of  the  chasm 
being  oblique,  and  the  smooth  wall 
of  rock  on  either  side  being  nearly 
parallel,  and  scarcely  wider  apart 
above  than  below.  Looking  over  the 
parapet  of  this  bridge,  the  Khine,  re- 
duced to  a  thread  of  water,  is  barely 
visible,  boiling  and  foamiug  in  the 
depths  below.  Indeed,  in  one  place 
it  is  entirely  lost  to  view— ^jammed 
in,  as  it  were,  between  the  rocks,  here 
so  slightly  separated,  that  small  blocks 
and  trunks  of  fir-trees,  falling  from 
above,  have  been  caught  in  the  chink, 
and  remain  suspended  above  the  water. 
The  ordinary  height  of  the  bridge 
above  the  river  is  400  ft  ;  and  the 
water,  as  mentioned  above,  is  in  one 
place  invisible  at  ordinary  times,  yet, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  fearful 
inundation  of  1834  (already  alluded 
to  in  several  routes),  the  postmaster 
of  Tusis,  who  drove  up  the  Via 
Mala  during  the  storm,  found  that 
the  water  had  risen  to  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  bridge  ;  the  roar  was  ter- 
rific ;  and,  as  ne  drew  up  a  little 
further  on,  in  consequence  of  the  road 
being  destroyed,  two  mangled  human 
bodies  were  swept  past  him  by  the 
flood. 

The  road,  again,  is  no  more  than 
a  shelf  hewn  out  of  the  face  of  the 
precipice  overhung  by  the  rock,  so  as 
to  be  almost  a  subterranean  passag^e, 
and  the  width  of  the  defile  is,  in 
places,  not  more  than  24  ft.  Near 
the  3rd,  or  upper  bridge,  however, 
a  fine  structure — built  to  replace  the 
one  swept  off  in  1834 — it  widens  out, 
and  the  road  emerges  into  the  open 
valley  of  Schams  (Seiuunniensis,  from 
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6  brooks,  which  (all  into  the  Rhine 
from  its  sides),  whose  green  meadows 
and  neat  white  cottages  have  a  pleas- 
ing effect  when  contrasted  with  the 
gloomy  scene  behind.  It  has,  how- 
ever, sufiered  much  from  the  inun- 
dation of  1834,  which  converted  the 
valley  into  a  lake,  destroved  a  great 

Sart  of  the  road,  and  rendered  a  new 
ne  necessary.  The  first  village  is 
Ziliis;  between  it  and  Andeer,  a 
stone,  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion, was  set  up,  by  the  roi^-side,  on 
a  bridge,  after  the  completion  of  the 
great  highways  over  the  Spliigen  and 
Bemardine  : — •*  Jam  via  patet  Aostihtis 
et  amicis.  Cacete,  Rhati  !  Simplicitas 
morum  et  Unio  $ervabitnt  avitam  liber- 
tatenu" 

[In  descending  the  pass  travellers 
by  voiturier  shoold  leave  the  carriage 
at  the  first  bridge  and  walk  through 
the  Via  Mala  to  Tusis.  It  is  barely 
4  m.,  and  the  voiturier  will  stay  2  hrs. 
at  Tusis.] 

[A  path,easily  practicable  for  mnles, 
is  recommended  to  those  who  start 
fW)m  Tusis  for  an  excursion  to  the 
Via  Mala,  and  back.  About  5  min. 
from  the  1st  bridge  in  the  Via  Mala, 
a  well-marked  path  will  be  seen  to 
the  L  (returning  to  Tusis),  directly  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Splugen  road 
to  a  path  on  the  rt.  that  leads  down 
to  a  bridge  over  the  Rhine,  used  by 
wood -cutters.  This  path  leads  (in 
20  min.)  to  the  dirty  village  of  Ron- 
gella,  and  (in  15  min.)  to  the  summit 
of  the  Col,  whence  the  view  of  the 
Via  Mala  is  very  fine.  The  pavement 
of  the  2nd  Spliigen  road,  formed  in 
1470,  is  here  plainly  visible,  and 
should  be  followed,  for  about  15  min., 
as  Ihr  as  a  little  gate  to  the  rt. 
Passing  through  this  gate,  and  leaving 
the  stream  to  the  l,  an  easy  and  well- 
marked  path  leads  in  f  hr.  to  the 
bridge  over  the  NoUa  at  Tusis.  The 
valley  all  the  way  from  the  summit  of 
the  Col  to  Tusis  is  roost  picturesque, 
and  abounds  as  well  in  beautiful  views 
4s  in  quantities  of  wild  strawberries, 
raspberries,  and  flowers.] 

Andeer^Twn:  Hotel  Fravi;  good, 
and  moderate  charges.  There  are 
numeral  bath$    here,   not  much   fre- 


quented. This  is  the  chief  village  in 
Schams,  and  has  400  Inhab.,  who,  like 
their  neighbours,  are  Protestants,  and 
speak  Komansch.  Over  the  doors  of 
many  of  the  cottages,  quaint  verses 
and  mottoes  in  that  language  are 
inscribed. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Piz  Beverin  is 
made  from  Andeer  in  about  6  hrs.  It 
is  not  very  difficult,  and  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  view  well  repays  the 
fatigue.  It  would  be  well  to  start  not 
later  than  2  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  ascent  properly  begins  at  Ziliis. 
Guide  from  Andeer  5  fr.;  horse.  9  fr.; 
chaise  k  porteurs,  6^  fr.  a  man.] 

Above  Andeer  a  very  large  land- 
slip or  bergfall  occurred  in  1835,  by 
the  giving  way  of  a  mountain,  which 
buried  the  road,  and,  for  16  days,  cut 
off  all  communication  up  and  down 
the  valley.  Luckily  it  nappened  in 
the  night,  so  that  no  one  was  hurt. 

The  ruined  castles  visible  in  the 
valley  of  Schams  have  an  historical 
interest,  from  being  monuments  of 
the  dawn  of  Orison  liberty.  In  the 
last  half  of  the  fourteenth  century 
they  served  as  the  residences  of  bai- 
liffs, zwingherm,  or  landvoghts,  de- 
pendants of  the  Counts  of  Vatz  or  of 
the  Bishop  of  Coirc,  petty  tyrants 
and  oppressors  of  the  poor— akin  in 
character  to  Gessler,  tne  victim  of 
Tell's  vengeance.  At  length  a  pea- 
sant of  the  Schamser  Thai,  named 
Jean  Chaldar,  exasperated  at  the 
si^ht  of  two  horses  which  the  chate- 
lain  of  Fardun  had  turned  out  to 
graze  in  his  field  of  green  com,  gave 
vent  to  his  anger  by  killing  the  ani- 
mals. He  sufiered  punishment  for 
this  act  by  being  long  detained  pri- 
soner in  a  dark  dungeon.  One  day 
after  his  release,  the  chatelain  of 
Fardun,  in  passing  his  cottage,  en- 
tered as  the  family  were  at  dinner, 
and,  when  invited  to  nartake  of  their 
humble  meal,  evinced  his  contempt 
by  spitting  in  the  dish.  Chaldar, 
roused  by  this  filthy  insult,  seized  the 
oppressor  by  the  throat,  and  thrusting 
his  head  into  the  smoking  dish,  com- 
pelled him  to  partake  of  it,  saying, 
*'  Malgia  sea  la  pult  cha  ti  has  con- 
diit"— *'£at  the  soup  thou  hast  thus 
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fleasoned."  This  bold  deed  served  as 
a  sigiial  for  a  general  rising;  the 
peasants  flew  to  arms,  and  the  castles 
were  stormed  and  burnt.  One  of 
the  first  that  fell  was  B&renburg, 
which  is  passed  on  the  L  of  the  road 
after  qaitting  Andeer. 

[Here  is  passed  the  opening  of  the 
Val  Ferrera  (Rte.  88),  a  convenient 
route  for  travellers  proceeding  from 
Coire  to  the  Engadme  who  wish  to 
take  the  Via  Mala  on  their  way.] 

As  soon  as  the  road  has  crossed 
the  mouth  of  the  Val  Ferrera  it 
begins  to  mount  in  zigzags  into  the 
gorge  of  the  Rofh,  whicn  closes  up 
the  S.  end  of  the  oval  vale  of  Schams, 
as  the  Via  Mala  does  the  N.  Its 
scenery,  though  fine,  is  inferior  to 
the  lower  pass.  The  Rhine  here  de- 
scends in  a  cataract,  called  the  &11 
of  the  Rofla.  It  does  not  rank 
as  a  first-rate  waterfall,  but  the 
scenery  around  is  very  picturesque— 
the  sides  of  the  valley  oeing  thickly 
wooded,  and  the  river  studded  by 
saw-mills,  where  the  timber  of  the 
neighbouring    forests    is    sawn   into 

SlflAks.  A  timber-slide,  similar  to 
lat  of  Alpnach  (Bte.  19),  was  con- 
structed to  convey  the  trees  to  the 
borders  of  the  Rhine. 

The  old  mule-path  which  tra- 
versed this  valley  to  Coire  crossed 
the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge,  still 
standing,  to  Suvers,  where  it  began 
painfully  to  ascend  the  mountains, 
and  proceeded  along  the  high  ground 
to  descend  again  at  Tusis. 

The  new  road  leaves  the  bridge  on 
one  side,  traverses  a  small  gallery  cut 
in  the  rock,  then  crosses  to  the  L  bank 
of  the  Rhine,  and  soon  reaches 

SpiUgen  HEtaL  Spluga)->-/fin :  Post, 
pretty  comfortable;  the  dil.  stops  here 
for  dinner.  This  little  village  is  situ- 
ated on  the  Rhine,  at  the  point  of 
departure  of  the  two  Alpine  passes 
of  the  Snliigen  and  Bemardin,  at  a 
height  of  4711  ft  above  the  sea.  It 
suffered  severely  from  the  flood  of 
1834,  which  swept  away  more  than  a 
dozen  houses,  in  some  of  which  the 
owners  had  been  seated  at  their  even- 
ing meal  not  an  hour  before.    Five 


human  beings  perished  by  this  catas- 
trophe, the  eirects  of  which  are  still 
painfully  visible.  The  covered  bridge 
over  the  Rhine  escaped  almost  by  a 
miracle;  that  over  tne  Seranda  was 
soon  annihilated. 

Spliigen  is  the  chief  place  in  the 
desolate  pastoral  vale  of  the  Rhein- 
wald,  and  anciently  belonged  to  the 
lords  of  Sax,  in  the  vale  of  Misocco, 
on  the  S.  slope  of  the  Bemardin,  but 
it  afterwards  joined  the  Grey  League. 

The  climate  is  very  chilly  here,  and 
barley  scarcely  ripens. 

The  village  prospers  by  the  con- 
stant passage  of  goods  and  travellers 
to  and  from  Italy.  In  autumn  it  is 
thronged  with  drovers;  large  herds 
of  cattle  and  many  horses  then  cross 
the  Alps  for  the  Milan  market. 

An  excursion,  which  lies  within  the 
compass  of  a  day,  returning  to  sleep, 
may  be  made  from  Spliigen  to  the 
Sonrc9  of  the  Hinter^Bheiru  It  will 
occupy  5  hrs.  going;  2  along  the  post- 
road,  2  on  horseback,  and  1  on  foot: 
it  is  described  in  Rte.  91. 

Travellers  going  N.  from  Spliigen, 
who  have  seen  the  Via  Mala,  may 
pursue  with  interest  the  wild  path  over 
the  Ldchliherg  and  down  the  Saoten" 
Thai  to  Coire.    (Rte.  90.) 

At  this  point  properly  commences 
thepass  of  the  Spliigen. 

This  pass  is  veir  ancient,  having 
been  known  to  the  Komans;  but  untU 
modern  improvements  it  was  one  of 
the  most  difficult,  and  sometimes 
dangerous,  of  the  frequented  Alpine 
passes.  The  modem  road  was  com- 
pleted by  the  Austrian  Government 
in  1823,  to  counteract  the  new  Swiss 
road  over  the  Bemardin,  which,  had 
the  Splngen  been  allowed  to  remain  in 
its  original  condition,  would  have  with- 
drawn from  it  all  the  traffic  into  Italy. 
The  engineer  employed  in  this  under- 
taking was  the  Chevalier  DoneganL 

The  Spliigen  road,  turning  to  the 
L  firom  the  village  of  that  name, 
crosses  the  narrow  wooden  bridge 
over  the  Rhine,  and,  quitting  the 
river,  begins  at  once  to  ascend.  Fine 
views  of  snow-peaks  are  obtained  on 
the  ascent.  It  is  carried  up  the  val- 
ley of  the  Oberhaosen-bach,  a  small 
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torreut  'which  joins  the  Rhine  at 
SpHigen,  by  an  entirely  new  line, 
the  old  one  having  been  demolished 
by  the  disastrous  tempest  of  1834. 
This  little  valley  presented  one  scene 
of  desolation :  road  and  bridges  hav- 
ing been  entirely  carried  away,  and 
enormous  piles  of  broken  rocks  spread 
over  its  sides  and  bottom.  The  new 
line,  however,  on  this  side  of  the 
mountain,  constructed  by  a  Swiss 
engineer,  employed  by  the  canton 
of  the  Grisons,  is,  in  every  respect, 
a  great  improvement  upon  the  old 
one.  A  little  way  above  Spliigen  it 
is  carried  through  a  short  tunnel, 
supported  by  a  Gothic  arch. 

After  surmounting  the  district  of 
fir  forests  by  an  uninterrupted  slope, 
the  road  reaches  the  Summit  of  the 
Pass,  6940  ft,  above  the  sea,  by 
means  of  16  skilfully  conducted  zig- 
zags, by  which  the  face  of  the  moun- 
tain is  scaled.  Along  this  narrow 
ridge,  which  is  4}  m.  from  Spliigen, 
and  more  than  1800  ft.  above  it,  runs 
the  boundary  line  of  Switzerland  and 
of  Lombardy.  Almost  immediately 
after  surmounting  it  the  road  begins 
to  descend.  Upon  this  slope  lies  the 
first  cantonl^ra,  or  house  of  refuge; 
and,  lower  down,  a  series  of  tourni- 
quets conduct  to  the 

Italian  Custom-house  and  Passport- 
office — a  melancholy  group  of  build- 
ings, including  several  very  common 
taverns  for  the  entertainment  of  wag- 
goners. Here  passports  are  examined 
and  luggage  searched.  The  custom- 
house stands  at  one  end  of  a  sort  of  oval 
basin,  surrounded  by  lofty  mountain 
peaks,  among  which,  on  the  rt.  of  the 
road,  rises  that  of  the  Spliigen,  and 
the  glaciers  which  feed  the  rivers 
runnmg  towards  Italy.  It  is  a  scene 
of  extreme  dreariness  and  desolation ; 
not  a  shrub  of  any  kind  grows  here; 
no  vegetation  is  seen  but  lichen, 
mosses,  and  a  little  coarse  gjass.  The 
snow  often  reaches  up  to  the  win- 
dows of  the  first  story  of  the  houses. 

The  old  road,  a  mere  bridle-path, 
proceeded  from  this  elevated  valley, 
or  basin,  direct  to  the  village  of  Isola, 
through  the  defile  of  the  Cardinel^  a 
Tery  perilous  spot,  from  its  dire  and 


constant  exposure  to  falling  ava- 
lanches. 

The  French  army  of  Marshal  Mac- 
donald,  who  crossed  the  Spliigen  be- 
tween the  27th  November  and  4th 
December,  1 800,  long  before  the  new 
road  was  begun,  in  me  face  of  snow 
and  storm,  and  other  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacles,  lost  nearly  100 
men,  and  as  many  horses,  chiefly  in 
the  passage  of  the  CardineL  His 
columns  were  literally  cut  through 
by  the  falling  avalanches,  and  man 
and  beast  swept  over  to  certain  an- 
nihilation in  the  abyss  below.  The 
carriage-road  very  properly  avoids 
the  gorge  of  the  Cardinel  altogether, 
but  the  way  to  it  turns  off  from  the 
second  wooden  bridge  crossed  on  quit- 
ting the  custom-house. 

Near  the  scattered  hamlet  Teggiate 
the  descent  recommences,  and  soon 
after  the  road  is  carried  through  the 
first  great  Gallery,  more  than  700  ft. 
long,  15  ft  high  and  wide,  followed 
by  a  second,  642  ft  long,  and,  after 
a  short  interval,  by  a  third,  1530  ft. 
long.  These  galleries,  the  longest 
on  any  Alpine  high  road,  are  con- 
structed of  the  most  solid  masonry, 
arched,  with  roofs  sloping  outwards, 
to  turn  aside  the  snow,  supported  on 

f miliars,  and  lighted  by  low  windows 
ike  the  embrasures  of  a  battery. 
They  were  rendered  necessary  to  pro- 
tect this  portion  of  the  road  trom  fall- 
ing avalanches  which  habitually  de- 
scend the  face  of  the  nloantains,  and 
which,  if  not  warded  off,  would  have 
swept  away  the  road  the  first  year 
after  it  was  made. 

From  the  entrance  of  the  second 
gallery  there  is  a  most  striking  view 
down  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses  of 
Isola,  and  the  long  line  of  zigzags, 
abandoned  since  1838,  by  which  the 
traveller  originally  descended  to  Chia* 
venna.  At  the  village  of  Finnazto  (a 
cluster  of  pitch-coloured  hovels),  the 
new  line,  after  descending  2  angular 
terraces,  turns  off  to  the  1.  This  altera 
ation,  by  which  nearly  3  m.  of  dis- 
tance are  saved,  was  rendered  neces- 
sary on  account  of  the  injury  done  to 
the  whole  line  by  the  storm  of  1834, 
and  also  by  the  great   dangers  to 
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which  that  part  of  the  route,  between 
Isola  and  the  Cascade  of  the  Medes- 
simo,  was  exposed  from  avalanches, 
which  fall  regularly  into  the  savage 
glen  of  the  Lira,  below  Pianaszo,  pro- 
ducing an  almost  annual  loss  of  life. 
In  1835  5  peasants  and  8  horses  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  snow  in  this  glen 
as  they  were  returning  from  conduct- 
ing the  diligence  on  a  sledge  over  the 
mountain.  The  postilion,  being  near- 
est the  rock,  which  fortunately  some- 
what overhung  the  road,  drew  the 
horse  he  rode  under  the  cUif  as  soon 
as  he  heard  the  crash  ;  to  this  circum- 
stance he  and  the  animal  owed  their 
preservation.  Although  buried  like 
the  rest,  who  perished,  they  were  res- 
cued and  dug  out  after  an  imprison- 
ment of  some  hours. 

Pianazzo  stands  at  the  same  height 
above  the  sea  as  the  bridge  over  the 
Khine  at  Spliigen.  The  road,  after 
passing  through  it,  crosses  the  little 
stream  of  the  Medessimo,  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  verge  of  the  precipice, 
over  which  it  throws  itself  in  a  beau- 
tiful fidl,  800  ft.  high.  The  view, 
looking  down  the  fall  from  a  terrace 
near  the  bridge,  is  very  fine  ;  it  is 
also  well  seen  from  the  different  wind- 
ing terraces  down  which  the  road  is 
carried.  [From  near  the  bridge,  as- 
cending the  stream  of  the  Medesimo, 
there  is  a  practicable  pass  to  Canicul 
in  the  Val  Ferrera.3  After  crossing 
the  bridge,  the  road  traverses  some 
galleries,  and  gradually  descends  by 
numerous  sigzags  down  the  face  of 
something  nearly  approaching  to  a 
precipice.  This  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinary piece  of  engineering,  and 
well  deserves  examination.  It  is  of 
course  best  seen  on  the  ascent 

Ciimpo  DolcinOf  which,  in  spite  of 
its  sweet-sounding  Italian  name,  is  but 
a  poor  village,  with  a  tolerable  Inn 
(Post,  civil  people),  on  a  small  grassy 
plain,  on  the  borders  of  the  Lira, 

A  further  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  contmuation  of  the  road, 
which,  on  quitting  the  plain,  threads 
the  gorge  of  St.  Giacomo ;  an  inscrip- 
tion, by  the  road-side,  commemorates 
its  completion  by  Carlo  Donegani,  in 
the  reign  of  the  £mperor  Francis  II. 


It  has  been  effected  at  considerable  la- 
bour and  expense,  by  cutting  through 
the  rock.  The  vale  of  the  Lira  presents 
a  singular  aspect  of  desolation,  from 
the  quantity  and  size  of  the  masses  of 
fallen  rock  which  entirely  filled  the 
lower  part  of  it  They  are  fragments 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains,  which 
are  composed  of  a  species  of  white 
gneiss,  exceedingly  brittle,  and  which, 
after  exposure  to  the  weather,  assumes 
a  red  colour.  It  must  have  been  a  diffi- 
cult task  to  carry  a  road  through  such 
a  wilderness,  between  such  a  labyrinth 
of  detached  blocks  ;  and  it  is  accord- 
ingly in  many  places  narrow,  the 
turnings  very  sharp,  and  the  terraces 
too  short  The  aspect  of  desolation 
in  this  fractured  valley  would  be 
greater  were  it  not  for  the  rich  dark 
foliage  of  the  chesnut-trees,  of  very 
large  size,  which  now  begin  to  sprout 
out  from  among  the  rocks  so  as  to 
mask  their  barrenness.  The  tall 
white  Italian  campanile  of  the  church 
of  Madonna  di  Gallivaggio,  amid  such 
a  group  of  foliage,  contrasting  iivith 
the  tall  precipices  around,  forms  an 
agreeable  picture.  Near  it,  at  the 
vQlage  St  Giacomo,  whence  the  valley 
is  named,  the  Lira  is  spanned  by  a 
new  and  bold  bridge. 

A  mile  or  two  farther  on,  the  val- 
ley opens  out,  and  Chiavenna  expands 
to  view,  a  picturesque  town,  beau- 
tifully situated,  under  an  Italian  sun, 
surrounded  by  hills  clothed  with  the 
richest  vegetation,  with  vines  and  fig- 
trees. 

Chiavenna  (Germ.  Clefen,  Clavena  of 
the  ancients)  —  Inns:  Conradi's,  fair; 
Chiave  d*Oro,  also  good,  cheaper;  Sole 
—a  town  of  3040  Inhab.,  is  charmingly 
situated  in  the  midst  of  vineyards, 
close  under  the  mountains,  which  ap- 
pear to  impend  over  it,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  valley  of  St  Giacomo 
with  that  of  the  Meira,  called  Val  Bre- 
gaglia.  Beyond  this  beauty  of  situa- 
tion there  is  very  little  here  to  interest 
the  passing  traveller.  The  town  pre- 
sents a  decayed  appearance,  but  de- 
rives much  benefit  from  its  position 
on  the  Spliigen  road,  and  maintains 
several  spinning-mills  for  silk  and 
cotton.     An  ingenious  manu&cturer 
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n&med  Vanossi  at  one  time  woto  here 
a  fire-proof  cloth  of  asbestus,  a  mine- 
ral wnich  abounds  in  the  mountains 
of  the  neighbourhood.  Opposite  Con- 
radi's  inn,  at  the  foot  of  a  rock,  is  a 
large  ruined  Palazzo  which  once  be- 
longed to  the  Salis  family  :  strangers 
are  admitted  to  enjoy  the  fine  view 
from  the  simimit  of  the  rock.  The 
principal  Ch.  of  St,  Lavorence  has  a  tall 
campanile  standing  within  a  square 
enclosure,  surrounded  by  a  cloister. 
On  one  side  are  two  bone-houses,  filled 
with  skulls,  arrang^  in  patterns,  and, 
adjoining  them,  in  the  octagonal  Bap- 
tistery, is  a  curious  ancient  stone  font, 
sculptured  with  rude  bas-reliefs,  which 
will  interest  the  antiquary.  The  citi- 
zens keep  their  Valtehne  wine  in  natu- 
ral grottoes  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, which  form  excellent  cool  cellars 
and  are  called  VentoralL 

[Near  Fleurs,  about  3  m.  up  the  Val 
Br^aglia,  memorable  for  the  fate  of 
its  inhabitants,  who  were  buried  by 
the  fall  of  a  mountain  (Rte.  94),  is 
a  peculiar  manufacture  of  a  coarse 
ware  for  culinary  pur^ses,  made  out 
of  potstone  (lapis  ollaris).  This  stone 
is  easily  cut,  or  turned  in  a  lathe,  and 
is  able  to  endure  heat.  Pliny  calls  it 
lapis  Comensis,  from  its  being  ex- 
ported from  the  lake  of  Como :  the 
manufacture  has  greatly  dwindled 
down  at  present.} 

The  description  of  the  road  up  the 
beautiful  Val  Bregaglia  and  over  the 
pass  of  the  Maloya,  by  way  of  Pleurs, 
is  given  in  Rte.  94. 

Chiavenna  belonged  to  the  Dukes 
of  Milan  down  to  the  16th  century, 
when  the  Swiss  became  possessed  of 
it,  and  it  formed,  with  the  Valteline 
and  Bormio,  a  state  subject  to  the 
canton  of  the  Grisons.  Napoleon 
added  it  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  as 
lying  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Alps  ;  and 
the  Congress  of  Vienna,  by  the  same 
rule,  transferred  it  to  the  Emperor  of 
Austria. 

At  Chiavenna,  as  in  the  Valaisan 
towns,  are  to  be  seen  large  houses,  the 
former  residences  of  noble  families, 
now  half  ruinous  or  inhabited  b^  poor 
people.  At  present  it  affords  signs  of 
reviving  prosperity. 


The  Fall  of  the  Qardona,  about  4  m. 
from  Chiavenna,  is  worth  notice.  At 
the  distance  of  ^  hr.  from  the  town  on 
the  Biva  road,  the  river  on  the  rt  must 
be  crossed.  A  walk  of  i  hr.  leads 
thence  to  the  Fall. 

The  diligences  through  Chiavenna 
to  Coire  in  13^  hrs.  pass  at  a  very 
early  or  late  hour.  A  voiturier  to 
Coire  charges  100  frs.,  sleeping  the 
first  night  at  Andeer,  and  arriving 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day 
at  Ragatz.  A  bargain  should  he 
made  that  he  should  change  horses  at 
Campo  Dolcino,  and  so  go  at  a  better 
pace  and  avoid  waiting  2  hrs.  at  that 
dull  spot.  For  the  road  from  Chia- 
venna to  Lecco  see  Rte.  116. 


ROUTE  88. 

ANDEER  TO  CA8ACCIA,  BT  THE  AVERS 
THAL,  FURCULA  AND  SEPTIMEB 
PASSES. 

This  is  the  best  route  for  travellers 
^oing  from  Coire  to  the  Engad  ine  wish- 
ing to  see  the  Via  Mala  on  their  -way, 
but  it  is  little  known  and  unfrequented, 
l.^m.  above  Andeer  a  considerable  tor- 
rent joins  1.  the  Hinter  Rhein  flowing 
out  of  a  valley  that  opens  S.E.  This 
torrent  is  called  the  Avers  Rhein,  and 
the  main  valley  through  which  it  flows 
is  the  Avers  Thai  or  Val  Aversa,  The 
lower  part  of  this  valley,  however,  is 
called  Val  Ferrera.  About  ^  an  hr. 
from  the  opening  of  the  valley  there 
is  a  fine  waterfall,  and  the  path  is 
carried  through  a  narrow  tnickly- 
wooded  defile,  and  passi  g  some 
marble-quarries  reaches 

C'tniciiij  about  3  hrs.  from  Andeer; 
and  nearly  3  hrs.  farther,  ascending 
by  a  tolerable  path,  the  chief  viUage 
of  the  valley, 

Cresta,  is  reached.  There  is  no 
Irm  either  here  or  at  Caniciil,  but  in 
both  places  the  clergymen  receive 
hospitably  the  few  strangers  who  pass. 


Switzerland. 
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Of  coarse,  on  leaving,  a  present  should 
be  made  in  such  cases  to  the  clergy- 
man's wife  or  housekeeper.  Cresta  is 
a  large  viUa^e,  and  one  of  the  highest 
in  the  Alps,  beinc^  more  than  6u00  ft 
above  the  sea.  The  last  strangling 
pine-trees  are  seen  about  the  viflage. 
Above  this  the  valley  opens  out  into 
a  wide  expanse  of  Alpine  pastures, 
which  reach  nearly  to  the  summits  of 
the  mountains  that  enclose  the  head 
of  the  valley.  About  4  m-  bevond 
Cresta  a  group  of  chalets  called  Juf 
is  passed.  [From  thence  there  is  a 
pass  called  Valetta,  towards  the  N.£., 
to  Bivio  on  the  road  of  the  JuUer  (Rte. 
92).  The  summit  may  be  reached  in 
2^  hrs.  from  Cresta:  2  hrs.  from  the 
summit  is  Bivio.] 

The  higher  pass  of  the  Farcula,  or 
Fnrkel,  over  w^ich  lies  the  route  to 
Casaccia,  is  at  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  Avers  Thai.  The  ascent  presents 
no  difficulty;  but  as  there  is  little  to 
point  out  the  true  direction,  which 
lies  a  little  K*  of  E.,  a  guide  is  re- 
quired. The  summit  of  the  Furcula 
Pass  (8847  ft.)— about  3  hrs.  from 
Cresta — commands  a  wide  view  over 
a  wilderness  of  peaks,  limited  in  part 
by  the  higher  ranees  immediately 
near  at  hand.  The  descent  on  the  £. 
side  lies  over  a  slope  of  snow  scarcely 
steep  enough  for  a  glissade,  and  then 
over  rocks  until  the  horse-track  over 
the  Septimer  Pass  is  reached  close  to 
the  summit^  where  once  stood  a  small 
hospice,  or  place  of  refuge,  now  in 
ruins. 

The  Septimer^  now  an  indifferent 
horse-path,  but  well  traced  and  not 
difficult,  leads  from  Bivio  to  Casaccia, 
4  or  4^  hours'  walk.  The  S.  side  is 
much  more  steep  and  stony  than  the 
other  side.  The  summit  is  76 1 6  ft.  above 
the  sea-leveL  The  view  from  this 
is  6ne;  the  Piz  Muretto  and  Monte 
del  Oro  being  conspicuous  features 
in  it.  Though  impracticable  for  any 
kind  of  vehicles,  this  was  once  a  fre- 
quented hiehway  between  Italy  and 
Switzerland  until  the  formation  of  the 
carriage-road  over  the  Spliigen,  which, 
beins  a  lower  pass,  and  10  m.  shorter, 
is  of  course  preferred  to  it.  On  the 
Munte  Lunghmo  (9120  ft.),  between  the 


passes  of  Septimer,  Julier,  and  Maloya, 
are  situated  the  sources  of  the  Maira 
flowing  into  the  Adriatic,  of  the 
Oberhalbstein  Rhein  flowing  into  the 
North  Sea;  and  the  river  Inn  rises 
out  of  a  small  lake  and  flows  into  the 
Black  Sea.  Thus,  one  single  moun- 
tain distributes  its  rills  between  the 
three  great  seas  which  bathe  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  in  this  respeot 
it  is  unique. 

In  about  2  hrs.  from  the  summit  of 
the  Furkel  Pass  the  traveller  reaches 
Casaccia  (Rte.  94),  where  very  foir 
quarters  may  be  found  at  Gioannini's 
Inn.  This  pass,  though  it  offers  no 
difficulty  to  the  mountaineer,  is  rather 
a  hard  day's  work  of  about  11  hrs. 
steady  walking. 


ROUTE  89. 

SPLUGEN  TO  ILANZ,  BY  THE  PASS  OF  THE 
VALSERBERO  AND  THE  PETERS  THAL. 

(10  or  11  hrs.) 
**  The  great  road  of  the  Bemardln  is 
followed  as  far  as  Niifenen,  rather 
more  than  an  hour  above  Spliigen. 
Some  3  or  4  minutes  after  passing 
through  NUfenen,  the  footpath  to  the 
Vaberberg  branches  off  to  the  rt.  by  the 
side  of  a  little  stream,  reaches  in  a 
few  minutes  more  the  base  of  the  chain 
rising  from  the  valley  on  the  N.,  and 
continues  to  ascend  along  its  side  at 
the  foot  of  a  line  of  cliffs.  These  clifis 
extend  to  the  top  of  the  pass,  and  are 
an  excellent  guiae  to  it,  the  way  up 
being  always  at  a  short  distance  from 
their  base.  A  wooded  spur  separates 
the  hollow  looking  towards  Kiifenen 
from  that  leadmg  down  to  Hinterrhein. 
After  an  ascent  of  less  than  an  hour, 
this  spur  is  crossed  nearly  at  its  point 
of  divergence  from  the  northern  cnain, 
and  just  above  the  wood  which  clothes 
its  lower  part.  The  high  pastures  over- 
looking Hinterrhein  are  now  reached, 
and  the  path  from  that  village  falls 
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in.  There  is  a  very  good  view  from 
this  point. 

"  The  last  ascent  to  the  Valserberg 
is  rather  steep,  but  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  the  highest  point  of  the  pass  is 
attained  in  something  less  than  3  hrs. 
from  Spliigen.  The  Col  is  a  narrow 
gap  in  the  crest  of  the  chain,  covered 
with  snow,  and  elevated  nearly  7500 
feet  above  the  sea-level. 

"The  view  to  the  north  is  very  wild. 
Several  bare  mountain  ranges  are  seen, 
and  above  them  the  whole  line  of  the 
Alps  of  Glarus,  from  the  Todi  to  the 
Scheibe,  an  unbroken  bank  of  snow 
from  end  to  end. 

**  For  nearly  an  hour  after  the  sum> 
mit  of  the  Valserberg  the  way  is 
marked  by  poles:  the  highest  chalets 
are  then  reached,  and  a  stream  from 
the  right  crossed.  An  hour  and  a  half 
more  are  necessary  to  gain  Yals  or  St. 
Peter's  Plaz  (a,  small  lnn\  where  the 
main  valley  or  the  Glenner  is  entered. 
This  is  divided  into  three  districts; 
the  lower  valley  of  Lugnetz,  the  side 
valley  of  Vrin,  and  the  upper  valley 
of  Vals,  called  also  St.  Peter's  Thai. 
In  this  last  district  the  language  is 
German,  as  well  as  in  the  valley  of 
the  Rheinwald  and  the  neighbouring 
Savien  Thai.  In  the  districts  of 
Lugnetz  and  Vrin  Romansch  is 
spoken. 

[The  scenery  of  the  St.  Peter's  Thai 
above  Vals  is  said  to  be  of  the  grandest 
character.  The  last  village,  Zavreila^ 
is  about  3  hrs.  above  Vals.  The  path 
passes  in  great  part  through  mag- 
nificent pine-forests  above  a  formid- 
ably deep  gorge,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  the  river  works  it  way.  Za- 
vreila  is  completely  surrounded  by 
snowy  peaks  and  glaciers,  but  there 
are  several  passes  over  which  the 
practised  mountaineer  may  make  his 
way.  One,  over  glacier,  leads  nearly 
due  S.  to  the  valley  of  the  Hinter 
Rhein,  some  miles  above  the  village  of 
the  same  name;  a  second,  called  La 
Lenta,  to  Olivone  in  the  Val  Blegno, 
a  difficult  glacier  pass;  a  third,  not 
so  difficult,  also  reaches  the  Val 
Bk^gno,  a  little  above  Olivone,  mount- 
ing  due    W.    from    the    ch&iets    of 


Alpersch,  the  last  in  the  St.  Peter's 
Thal.3 

A  very  high  and  narrow  gorge 
above  Plaz  cuts  short  in  that  direction 
the  little  plain  in  which  the  village  is 
situated.  Another  defile  terminates  it 
to  the  N.  about  half  a  mile  below  Plaz. 
This  ravine,  through  which  the  path  to 
Ilanz,  having  crossed  the  river,  is  now 
conducted,  is  one  of  the  grandest  gorges 
by  which  the  Alps  are  riven.  The  river 
is  again  crossed  to  its  right  bank,  where 
a  landing  from  the  bridge  has  only  been 
effected  by  hewing  a  shelf  out  of  the 
rock.  The  way  is  afterwards  cut  with 
some  difficulty  along  a  broken  decli- 
vity, till  the  valley  opens  out  at  the 
chillets  of  Feistenberg  and  Montasg, 
finely  placed  on  the  green  slopes.  A 
second  gorge  succeeds,  and  tne  path 
is  forced  to  ascend,  scarcely  finding 
ground  for  its  course,  until  a  little 
oratory  by  its  side  marks  the  close  of 
the  ascent  and  of  the  long  defile  (6  m.), 
and  the  fertile  valley  of  Lugnetz  opens 
out  to  the  N. 

Into  its  fields  the  path  now  de- 
scends. The  river  is  crossed  some 
distance  lower  down,  by  a  bridge  just 
above  the 

Chalybeate  Baths  of  Peiden ;  homely 
accommodation  at  the  Bad-haus,  50 
beds,  belonging  to  the  medical  man 
of  the  place.  This  is  too  low  down 
the  vaUey  to  be  a  good  centre  for 
mountain  excursions.  It  lies  in  a 
sheltered  nook  open  to  the  sun.  Its 
neighbourhood  is  rich  in  little-known 
peaks,  passes,  and  glaciers.  A 
wretched  char-road  leads  from  Peiden 
to  Ilanz. 

From  St  Peter's  Plaz  to  Ilanz  is  a 
walk  of  full  5  hrs.  (See  Rtes.  82,  86.) 
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ROUTE  90. 

BKICHENAU  TO  SPLUQBN,  BY  THE  8AVTEN- 
THAL  AKD  PASS  OF  THE  LOGHLIBERO. 

1 1^  hr&  A  bridle-path  the  greater 
part  of  the  way.  Oar  road  runs  up 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Yorder-Rhein,  as 
for  as  the  German  Protestant  village 
Venamy  where  the  fearful  ^ulf  of  we 
Yersamer  Tobel  is  crossed  by  a  very 
remarkable  wooden  bridge,  with  a 
span  of  200  ft  (probably  the  widest 
wooden  bridge  on  this  principle  ex- 
isting), and  232  ft.  above  the  torrent 
Savien.  The  builder  is  the  engineer 
Ia  Nioca.  Here  a  path  turns  S.  up 
the  wild  valley  of  the  Savien  or 
Rabbiusa,  a  very  remarkable  ravine, 
^wilder  than  the  Yia  MaU,*'  of 
which  the  W.  side  only  is  cultivated 
and  inhabited  by  a  Protestant  popu- 
lation of  about  1000  souls,  Germans, 
who  were  settled  here  in  the  days 
of  the  Hohenstaufen  Emperors.  The 
almost  uninhabited  £.  side  is  in 
places  formed  by  precipices,  the  rocky 
escarpment  of  Mount  Heinzenberg. 
The  path  is  carried  up  the  L  or  W. 
bank  of  the  Rabbiusa,  by  the  hamlets 
of  Tenna,  Areza,  Neukirch,  Piatt, 
where  the  Rathhaus  Inn  is  ill  provided. 

[A  deep  path  strikes  off  hence  over 
the  col  called  Stage  across  a  shoulder 
of  the  Pis  Beveren  to  Tusis,  4  hours. 
The  beginning  of  the  ascent  is  very 
steep,  but  afterwards  lies  over  the 
grass.  The  summit  of  the  pass  is 
about  6000  ft.,  and  is  reached  in  1^ 
hr.  from  Platz.  It  commands  a  fine 
view  over  the  Orison  Alps.  The  de- 
scent to  Tusis  traverses  the  remark- 
able plateau  of  the  Heinzenber?,  an 
open  plain  rising  by  degrees  above 
the  valley  of  Domlesch.] 

From  Plata  the  direct  way  to  Splu- 
gen  continues -over  the  meadows  of 
the  Camana  Alp  to  Thalkirche,  the 
oldest  and  highest  church  in  the  dis- 
trict Now  logins  the  ascent  of  the 
Ldchliberg^  8442  ft.  above  the  sea-level. 

A  steep  descent  leads  down  to  the 
village  Splugm  (see  Rte.  87). 

{Switz.l 


ROUTE  91. 

PASS  OF  THE  BERNA&DIN — SPLuQEN 
TO  BELLINZOMA* 

Post  road,  7  posts  -»  63  miles. 

SplUgen.  ^~^-  E«8.  rsu 

Biuierrhein 1.9 

St.  Benurdino     .    .    .    .    If  .  I6f 

Mfaooco If  .  ]2i 

Coma 1|  .  14i 

BelliDzona.     .....    li  .  lit 

These  are  the  distances  charged  in 
posting,  and  may  slightly  exce^  the 
measured  distances.  In  posting  from 
Coire  by  the  Spliigen  to  Chiavenna 
the  same  carriage  may  be  taken  all 
the  way,  but  on  the  Riemardino  road 
the  carriage  is  chanced  at  each  stage 
between  Spliigen  and  Bellinzona. 

The  road  from  Coire  over  the  Her- 
nardin  is  the  same  as  that  over  the 
Spliigen  up  to  Spliigen.  Diligence 
from  Coire  to  Bellinzona,  17  hrs.; 
Spliigen  to  Bellinzona,  10  hrs.  Yoi- 
turier  from  Ra^tz  in  2^  days,  160  fr. 
The  Inns  on  this  road  are  better  than 
on  the  other  pass ;  that  at  St. 
Bernardino  is  excellent.  It  is  the 
custom  to  stop  at  Bellinzona,  but 
it  is  better  to  go  on  to  Xfocamo,  a 
much  prettier  place,  and  the  hotel 
equally  good.  The  supply  of  post* 
horses  on  this  road  is  very  small, 
and  diiSiculties  are  sometimes  ex- 
perienced in  getting  on. 

The  road  over  the  Bemardin  was 
constructed  in  1822,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  engineer  PocobeUi,  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  Sardinian  and 
Orison  governments.  About  6-7ths 
of  the  sum  required  were  advanced  by 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  who  duly  ap- 
preciated the  advantages  to  his  domi- 
nions to  be  derived  ^om  a  highway 
which  should  connect,  by  a  direct 
line,  the  port  of  Genoa  and  the  ca* 
N 
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S'tal  Turin  with  Switzejland  and  W. 
ermany. 

The  road,  leaving  the  bridge  of 
Spliigen  (Rte.  87)  on  the  1.,  advances 
up  the  valley  of  Hinter-Bhein,  whose 
stem  and  barren  features  have  less 
of  beauty  than  of  wildness,  alonjg  the 
L  bank  of  the  Rhine  through  Niilanen, 
distant  about  7  m.  to 

ffmterrhem  (Inn:  Post^  clean),  the 
highest  village  in  the  valley;  no^ grain 
but  barley  grows. 

rHence  to  the  source  of  the  Rhine 
will  take  up  6  or  7  hours  going  and 
returning,  exclusive  of  stoppages. 
A  multitude  of  streamlets  trickle 
down  from  the  crevices  in  the  sur- 
rounding mountains,  where  deep  snow 
rests  almost  all  the  year  round,  to 
feed  the  infant  Rhine.  The  Source 
of  the  Rhine  lies  about  10  miles  higher 
up  the  valley,  ^  of  which  distance,  or 
i  late  in  tne  summer,  can  be  per- 
formed on  horseback,  the  rest  on 
foot;  the  latter  part  of  the  walk  es- 
pecially is  difficult  and  fatiguing,  over 
debris  and  melting  snow,  and  the 
assistance  of  a  guide  is  necessary  to 
find  the  way.  The  scenery  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley  is  savagely 
grand,  and  well  deserves  the  notice 
of  travellers.  The  river  takes  its 
rise  at  the  very  extremity  of  this 
frost-bound  valley,  from  beneath  the 
Rheumald  glacier,  filling  a  depression 
between  the  JRheiMoaldhom  (10,912 
ft.)  and  the  Zapor thorn.  At  uie  end 
of  about  4  miles  the  path  begins  to 
ascend,  and  is  soon  lost  in  crossing 
»teep  slopes  covered  with  debris  of 
rock,  so  that  a  previous  knowledge  of 
the  direction  will  alone  enable  the 
traveller  to  reach  the  source  by  him- 
self. A  small  rocky  and  swampy 
green  spot,  on  which  a  few  sheep  may 
be  seen  feeding  immediately  beneath 
the  glacier  of  uie  Moschel  Horn,  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  snow  and 
Slaciers,  is  called  ironically  "Para- 
ies."  Immediately  opposite,  and  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Rhine,  here 
struggling  through  the  stones,  is 'a 
savage  gorge  or  rent  in  the  rock 
called  "Hoile."  The  narrow  path 
skirts  its  edge.  To  this  succeeds  a 
rapid  rise.    In  |  an  hour  more  you 


come  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  a 
smaU  verdant  flat  plain,  whence  yon 
look  down  on  the  fountain-head  in 
the  glacier,  which  is  sometimes  hol- 
lowed out  into  a  magnificent  dome  or 
cavem.3 

There  is  a  fine  Pass,  the  Valserberg^ 
from  Hinter-Rhein  to  Ilanz  (Rte.  89). 

The  road  over  the  Bernardin  bids 
adieu  to  the  Rhine  at  Hinter-Rhein, 
crossing  it  by  a  stone  bridge,  after 
which  you  immediately  begin  to  as- 
cend, breasting  the  steep  slope  of  the 
mountain  by  sixteen  zigzags;  many 
of  the  turnings  are  very  abrupt. 

A  striking  view  opens  out  on  the 
rt,  over  the  head  of  tlie  Rhine  valley 
and  the  glaciers,  whence  it  bursts 
forth.  On  the  rt  of  the  road  rises 
the  gigantic  mass  of  the  Moschel- 
Horn,  and  on  the  I.  the  black  peak  of 
the  Mittag-Hom  overhangs  the  pass. 

This  passaee  over  the  Alps  is  said 
to  have  oeen  known  to  the  Romans: 
it  was  called  the  Vogelberg  down  to 
the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  a  pious  missionary,  St  Ber- 
nardin of  Sienna,  preached  the  Gospel 
through  these  remote  Alpine  valleys, 
and  a  chapel  dedicated  to  him,  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  mountain,  gave  rise  to 
the  name  which  it  still  retains.  It 
was  traversed,  in  March,  1799,  by  the 
French  army  of  Lecourbe,  at  a  season 
when  winter  still  reigns  on  these  ele- 
vations, and  before  the  mountain  pos- 
sessed any  other  road  than  a  miser- 
able mule-path. 

The  siunmit  of  the  pass,  about  7010 
ft.  above  the  sea,  and  2400  ft.  above 
the  village  of  Spliigen,  is  partly  occu- 
pied by  a  lake  c(dled  Loffo  Moesola^ 
the  source  of  the  Moesa,  along  whose 
margin  the  road  runs.  At  this  point 
a  very  substantial  but  homely  inn,  or 
house  of  refuge,  has  been  erected.  The 
head  of  this  pass  is  grander  and  less 
dreary  than  the  heads  of  the  other 
great  passes. 

A  httlc  way  down  the  S.  slope  of 
the  mountain,  the  Moesa  is  crossed 
by  a  handsome  bridge  of  a  single 
arch,  110  ft.  above  the  river,  named 
after  Victor  Emanuel,  King  of  Sar- 
dinia, who  contributed  so  largely  to 
the  constniction  of  this  road.    The 
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camaffe-way  is  here  covered  oTer  for 
aome  distance  with  a  substantial  roof, 
supported  on  solid  buttresses,  to  pro- 
tect it  from  avalanches  and  whirl- 
winds of  snow,  to  which  this  gully  is 
much  exposed  at  times.  A  few  strag- 
gling and  stunted  pines  here  make 
their  appearance;  a  little  lower  down, 
trees  40  or  50  ft.  high  may  be  seen 
clinging  to  the  rock,  with  barely  2  ft. 
depth  of  soil  beneath  them;  their 
roots  scarcely  strike  downwards  at 
all,  but  spread  far  and  wide  in  a  hori- 
zontal direction,  so  that  when  a  tree 
is  thrown  down  by  the  wind,  roots 
and  soil  are  peeled  ofif  at  once,  and 
nothing  but  bare  rock  remains  below. 
The  S.  face  of  the  mountain  is  also 
far  more  abrupt  and  precipitous  than 
the  K. ;  but  the  roaa  is  so  skilfully 
carried  down  it,  and  so  gradually, 
that  a  postilion,  accustomed  to  it, 
trots  qiuckly  down  the  whole  way, 
turning  sharp  round  the  comers  of 
the  aigzags.  The  traveller  beholds 
the  road  almost  beneath  his  feet,  ex- 
tending like  an  uncoiled  rope  below 
him,  and  as  he  moves  backwards  and 
forwards,  following  its  turns,  he  ap- 
pears to  hover  over  the  vaUey  below, 
and  might  fancy  himself  fastened  to 
the  end  of  a  pendulum,  and  balanced 
in  mid-air.  The  passage  of  the 
mountain  from  Hinter-Rhein  to  St. 
Bernardino  is  effected  in  about  Z^ 
hrs.;  and  on  a  comparatively  level 
spot  is 

St  Bernardino  (Inns:  H.  Brocco, 
large  and  good;  H.Kavizzo;  H.  Motto), 
a  village  and  watering-place,  the  first 
and  loftiest  in  the  vaUey  of  Misocco, 
consisting  of  a  few  houses  planted 
half  way  down  the  descent  on  a  small 
plain  or  ledge,  in  a  romantic  situa- 
tion. There  is  a  mineral  spring  with 
Baths  here,  having  a  temperature  of 
about  40°  Fahr.,  and  a  strong  taste 
of  ink.  It  is  one  of  the  highest  mine- 
ral sources  among  the  Alps,  and  an- 
nually draws  a  considerable  number 
of  patients  to  the  spot,  for  whom  large 
betels  and  pensions  have  been  built. 
The  situation  of  this  village  is  very 
fine,  and  it  would  serve  as  excellent 
head-(^uartera    for    a    mountaineer 


wishing  to  explore  the  neighbouring 
ranges. 

After  leaving  St  Bernardino  the 
road  ascends  for  about  2  m.,  and  then 
plunges  by  a  series  of  curious  and 
complicated  zigzag  into  the  lower 
valley  of  Misocco  (in  Germ.  Masox  or 
Misox  Thai;  ItaL  Val  Mesolcina), 
which  is  celebrated  for  its  beauty. 
Near  the  road  are  two  very  fine  falls 
of  the  Moesa. 

Near  St.  Giacomo  there  are  quar- 
ries of  gypsum :  here  there  is  also  a 
fall  of  the  Moesa.  It  is  a  continued 
descent  as  far  as  Misocco  and  the 
Fonte  di  Soazza,  which  is  only  a  few 
hundred  feet  higher  than  Coire,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Khine.  This  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  abruptness  of  the 
southern  descent  from  the  Alps  con- 
trasted with  the  northern. 

Misocco  (Inn:  Post,  dirty,  wretched), 
a  village  of  about  900  Inhab.,  called 
also  Cremao.  The  views  from  its 
churchyard  and  old  castle  arc  fine. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Misocco 
the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  chestnut 
and  walnut,  the  abundant  crops  of 
maize,  the  presence  of  the  vine  and 
the  mulberry,  which  succeed  each 
other  within  the  space  of  a  few  miles, 
remind  the  traveller  that  he  is  indeed 
in  Italy  ;  and  he  soon  becomes  other- 
wise aware  of  this  change  by  the 
altered  lan^age,  the  laziness  and 
filth  of  the  mhabitants,  and  their  mi- 
serable habitations.  The  situation  of 
Misocco  is  charming.  A  little  way 
below  it,  in  the  middle  of  the  valley, 
rises  up  the  ruined  Castle  of  Misocco, 
a  feudal  seat  of  the  powerful  lords  of 
Masox,  sold  by  them,  1482,  to  the  ce- 
lebrated [Milanese  general  Trivulzio, 
taken  and  destroyed  by  the  Grafi- 
btindtners,  1526.  The  valley  is  here 
bounded  by  precipices,  over  and 
among  whose  rocky  sides  a  number 
of  waterfalls  dash,  assuming  the  shape 
of  that  which  in  Sicotland  is  called  the 
Mare's  Tail.  The  knoll  on  which  the 
castle  stands  seems  formed  to  com- 
mand the  passage  up  and  down. 

From  Soazza  a  very  steep  and  diffi- 
cult path,  not  practicable  for  horses, 
ascends  the  E.  side  of  the  valley,  and 
N  2 
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leads  to  ChiaTeima  in  8  hrs.  bjr  the 
Forcola  pass. 

The  valley  of  Misocco  has  lost 
much  of  its  beauty  and  cheerfubiess 
since  the  fearful  thunderstorm  and 
inundation  of  August,  1834,  which 
overwhelmed  the  land  in  many  places 
with  torrents  of  rocks,  and  has  left 
behind  beds  of  gravel  and  alluvium 
in  places  90  ft  high,  thus  condemn- 
ing it  to  eternal  sterility.  50  houses, 
200  chalets,  and  man^  bridges  were 
swept  away.  An  inscription  has  been 
attached  to  a  hu^e  mass,  stating  that 
it  and  others  descended  from  the 
Forcola. 

Below  Soazza  the  new  road  runs 
along  the  rt  bank  of  the  Moesa.  On 
the  rt.,  the  graceful  cascade  of  Buf- 
falora  precipitates  itself  from  the  top 
of  a  rock. 

Lostallo,  A  tolerable /nn  here.  The 
general  legislative  assemblies  of  the 
men  of  the  valley  are  held  here. 

2^  m.  farther  is  the  post  station  at 

Cama.  Here  figs  and  mulberries 
begin  to  appear. 

Meggio, 

At  Grono  the  Yal  Calanca  opens 
out  from  the  W. 

Roveredo — (/ww :  Croce  Bianca,  to- 
lerable; Canoned'Oro) — a  village  con- 
taining nearly  1000  Inhab.,  with  the 
ruined  castle  of  Trivulzio  in  its  vi- 
cinity. The  Prior  of  Roveredo  and  1 1 
old  women  were  burnt  for  practising 
witchcraft  by  Carlo  Borromeo,  in 
1583,  at  his  first  visitation  of  the  dio- 
cese. The  rivers  hereabouts  are  used 
to  float  down  the  timber  cut  in  the 
forests  of  the  higher  transverse  valleys. 

8t,  Vittore  is  the  last  village  in  the 
canton  of  the  Orisons:  below  it  we 
enter  the  canton  Tessin  and  the  Yal 
Levantina,  and  our  road  joins  that 
descending  from  the  St.  Gothard 
(Rte.  34).  The  entire  valley  of  the 
Misocco,  down  to  its  junction  with  the 
Yal  Levantina,  is  amongst  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  Alps.  Passing  the 
battle-field  of  Arbedo,  we  reach 

Bellinzona  (Rte.  34).  Travellers  who 
have  slept  at  Bernardino  may  easily 
push  on  to  Locarno  (Kte.  113),  which 
has  the  advantage  of  a  more  beautiful 
position,  and  of  being  the  first  point 


at  which  the  steamers  tooch  in  going 
from  Magadino  to  Arona.  By  taking 
the  first  steamer  from  Magadino  or 
Locarno,  and  the  railway  from  Arona 
to  Alessandria,  Turin  or  Genoa  may 
be  reached  about  2  f.m. 
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PASS   OP  THE  JULIER,    FROM 
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A  carriage-road  finished  1839.  En- 
gineer, M.  la  Nicca.  It  is  traversed 
daily  in  summer  except  Sunday,  by  a 
dilifjence  as  far  as  Samaden,  in  12  hrs. 

The  scenery  on  this  route  is  very 
beautiful  and  interestiner.  Instead  of 
following  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
which  leads  to  the  W.  above  Coire, 
the  road  on  leaving  the  town  imme- 
diately begins  to  ascend  by  zigzags 
towards  the  S.,  following  the  course 
of  the  Kabiusa  torrent.  On  the  1.  is 
seen  the  opening  of  the  Schalfik  Thai 
(Rte.  99),  whose  torrent  is  mingled 
with  the  Rabiusa  just  outside  the 
town.  Passing  the  village  of  Malix 
(near  which  rises  the  picturesque 
castle  Strasberg), 

Churwaklen  {Inns:  Ereuz;  Krone), 
and  Parpan;  then,  over  a  barren 
heath,  to 

Lenz — {fnn:  Krone;  a  tolerable 
dining-place).  Beyond  Lenz,  the 
Romansch  tongue  (Rte.  66)  is  almost 
exclusively  spoken ;  German  is  rarely 
understood,  except  in  the  inns. 
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The  rirer  Albnla^  which  enters  the 
Rhine  through  the  remarkable  Schyn 
defile  near  Tasis  (Rte.  87%  is  crossed 
in  order  to  reach 

TiefenkaMleii  (Bom.  Caste),  (/an,  H. 
Albula,  ^od,  clean,  and  eomfort- 
able\  a  village,  situated,  as  its  name 
impUea,  in  a  deep  hollow,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Oberhalbstein,  or  val- 
ley, running  up  to  the  foot  of  the  Ju- 
lier  and  SepUmer,  a  distance  of  about 
20  m.  It  is  scattered  over  with  ruins 
of  castles  ;  no  less  than  10  of  which 
may  still  be  counted,  ''and  concen- 
trates in  itself  the  most  extraordinary 
combination  of  grand  features  in  the 
whole  pass.** — Jn  F, 

The  path  leading  to  the  Albala 
Pass  (Rte.  93)  here  turns  to  the  1. 
There  is  a  short  cut  from  the  village 
of  Lenfe. 

Immediately  above  Tlefenkasten, 
the  road  is  carried  through  a  remark- 
able gorge  called  the  Oberhalbstein, 
which  has  been  compared,  in  the 
erandeur  of  its  scenery,  with  the  Via 

The  vaBey  near  Tinzen  is  very 
bleak  and  bare.  A  constant  and 
steep  ascent  through  more  picturesque 
scenery  brings  yon  to  the  village  of 

Jfolinsj  Muhlen  (/na,  very  ^O,  in 
a  little  amphitheatre,  amidst  the  finest 
scenery  of  the  Oberhalbstein.  To 
reach  Miihlen,  the  road  crosses  the 
stream  of  the  Falleer,  and  recrossing 
it  to  the  next  village,  Marmels,  brings 
you  at  length  to 

^•910  or  Stalh  (Bivium) — Inn:  Lowe 
—at  the  foot  of  the  Pits  d'Emet.  This 
rery  poor  and  inhospitable-looking 
village  lies  at  the  branching  of  two 
passes,  the  Julier  and  Septimer.  The 
Septimer  leads  into  the  Val  Bresaelia 
(Rte.  88);  it  takes  2  hrs.  from  Bivio 
to  reach  the  summit  Bivio  is  placed 
in  a  secluded  basin,  shnt  in  by  high 
mountains,  in  a  climate  so  severe  that 
all  vegetation  is  stunted.  Not  a  tree 
can  grow  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
the  people  are  reduo^  to  bum  sheep- 
dunff  for  fueL  Potatoes  rarely  ripen 
at  this  height — 5630  ft.  above  the  sea. 

It  takes  about  2  hrs.  to  ascend  from 
Stalla  to  the  summit  of  the  Juiier  Pass, 
7625  ft  above  the  sea  leveL    The  as- 


cent is  not  difficult,  and  die  pass  is 
remarkably  safe  from  avalanches.  Its 
scenery  is  not  particularly  ^rand,  the 
outline  of  the  mountains  bems;  round. 
On  the  top,  the  road  passed  between 
two  rudely  hewn  pillars  of  granite 
(derived  frY>m  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains), called  Julius's  Columns.  They 
are  about  4  ft  high,  and  destitute  of 
inscription.  Down  to  the  16th  cenu 
it  is  known  from  records  that  only 
one  column  existed,  which  in  1538  feU 
down  and  broke.  It  may  have  been  a 
mile-stone.  Owing  to  some  recent 
alterations  in  the  road,  one  of  these 
columns  has  been  removed  from  its 
place,  when  Roman  coins  were  found 
at  its  base.  "The  driver  of  our 
carriage  had  one,  and  gave  it  me  (for 
A  consideration).  It  is  of  copper,  and 
bears  the  name  of  Tacitus  (a.d.  275X 
and  so  discredits  the  legend  which 
would  attribute  the  columns  to  Julius 
Cesar,  though  it  confirms  their  Roman 
orijfin." — G,  W.  K.  Augustus  caused 
a  highway  to  becarried  from  Chiavenna 
over  the  passes  of  the  Maloja  and  Julier. 
A  carriage-road  was  formed  across 
this  pass  to  St.  Moritz  in  1823;  but  as 
BO  attempt  was  made,  till  very  lately, 
to  improve  the  approach  to  it  through 
the  Oberhalbstein,  little  advantage 
was  gained  by  it  Flocks  of  Ber^- 
mesque  sheep  are  often  found  on  tne 
highest  pastures,  near  the  summit  of 
the  pass,  in  summer.  A  still  more 
easy  descent  leads  into  the  Engadine, 
to  tne  village  of 

8iU>a  Plana  (Tnn:  Ereuz,  clean), 
situated  on  meadows,  between  2  small 
and  strangely  green  lakes,  which  are 
feeders  and  reservoirs  of  the  river  Inn, 
at  the  junction  of  the  roads  from  the 
two  passes  of  the  Julier  and  Maloja, 
5560  ft  above  the  sea.  [To  Pontre- 
sina  over  the  Surlei  and  down  the 
Val  Eosegg,  in  8J  hrs.  (Rte.  96).l 

4  m.  further,  on  the  t  bank  of  the 
Inn,  stands 

St.  Moritz  (in  Romansch  San  Mn- 
reszan).— /njM :  Eagadiner  Kulm,  com- 
fortable; Kreuz;  Pension  Bavier.  A 
large  establishment,  Kurhaus,  was 
built  in  1856,  immediately  on  the  site 
,  of  the  principal  mineral  spring,  and 
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an  additional  building  is  to  be  opened 
in  1865.  This  little  village  is  rapidly 
rising  into  repute  in  Switzerland  as 
a  fashionable  watering-place,  upon 
the  strength  of  its  very  powerful 
chalybeate  waters,  first  described, 
1539,  by  Paracelsus,  and  now  named 
after  him.  The  spring  rises  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Rosegg,  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Inn,  in  a  marshy  meadow,  20 
min.  walk  from  the  village.  The  water 
is  heated  to  supply  the  oaths. 

The  village  contains  but  160  Inhab. 
Its  situation  on  the  W.  and  S. 
slopes  of  a  hill  5581  ft  above  the 
sea  is  really  delightful,  overlook- 
ing the  Inn,  and  several  beautiful 
preen  lakes  which  that  river  forms  in 
piis  part  of  its  course.  The  climate 
is  too  cold  to  allow  even  barley  to 
flourish ;  the  surrounding  land  is 
chiefly  laid  out  in  pastures,  and 
there  are  some  forests  of  larch  on  the 
neighbouring  mountains.  The  little 
lake  close  to  the  village,  which  is 
generally  frozen  over  from  St.  An- 
arew*s-day  (the  end  of  November)  to 
the  beginning  of  May,  furnishes  capi- 
tal trout 

A  traveller  repairing  to  church  on 
a  Sunday,  at  St.  Moritz,  not  many 
years  since,  found  the  parish  fire- 
engine  drawn  up  by  the  side  of  the 
pulpit — the  church,  in  this  and  other 
villages,  being  somewhat  profanely 
used  as  an  engine-house.  He  founi^ 
the  oflice  of  watchman  filled,  and  its 
duties  discharged,  by  a  woman,  and  a 
female  also  occupied  the  situation  of 
baker,  the  bakehouse  being  the  pro- 
perty of  the  parish. 

The  principal  Excursions  to  be  made 
from  St.  Moritz  are  (a)  up  the  valley 
to  the  Lugni  See,  the  source  of  the 
Inn  (Rt«.  94)  ;  (6)  Piz  Nair  10,040  ft, 
to  the  W.,  3  hrs.  ascent  with  donkeys 
or  horses.  View  of  the  Bemina,  as 
beautiful  as  from  Piz  Languard.  (r) 
Up  the  Suvretta  valley,  over  the  col, 
nast  the  lake  (8590  ft),  and  down  the 
North  Suvretta  valley,  and  the  valley 
of  Severs,  to  Be  vers,  thus  far  7  hrs. 
Back  by  carriage-road  to  St.  Moritz. 
(d)  Piz  Ot  (see  below,  Samaden).  (e) 
Pontresina  (Rte.  96). 
Just  below  St.  Muritz,  the  Inn,  on 


quitting  the  small  lake,  forms  a  pretty 
fall  A  little  further  the  valley  of  the 
Inn  opens  out  in  a  straight  line  as  far 
as  Zernets.  The  first  villages  passed 
are  Cresta,  Celerina  (£om.  Schla- 
rigna),  and 

Samdden  (Rom.  Samedan),  the  prin- 
cipal and  wealthiest  village  in  the 
Upper  Engadine,  with  500  Inhab. 
Inns :  Hotel  Bemina,  good ;  Krone. 
Here  are  mansions  of  the  ancient  fi^ 
milies  Sails  and  Planta. 

^Excursions.  —  (a)   Ascent    of   the 
Muottas  to  the  E.  (7975  fl.\  in  2} 
hrs. ;  view  mainly'  confined  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  Bernma  Glaciers,  and  to 
the  upper  Engadine  with  its  lakes. 
(h)  The  ascent  of  the  Piz  Ot,  to  the 
N.N.E.  (10,690  fL),  in  3§  hrs.    Take 
a  guide,  as  the  path  is  not  easy  to 
find;  and  provisions,  as  none  are  to 
be  obtained  on  the  way.    The  ascent 
is  perhaps  steeper  throughout  than 
that  of  the  Piz  Languard  (Rte.  96), 
but    the  view  from    the    summit  is 
in    many    respects    finer,  as    it   in- 
cludes the  beautiM  Monte  della  Dis- 
grazia.     The  range  of  the  Bemina  is 
presented  in  such  different   aspects 
from  the  two  snmmits,  that  pedestrians 
are  recommended  to  make  both  ascents. 
I  Mules  or  horses  might  possibly  be 
I  taken  half  way,  as  far  as  a  fountain  of 
I  delicious  water  that  issues  from  under 
I  a  block  of  granite,  but  the  remainder 
I  must  be  mounted  on  foot] 
I      Eilucdgen  to  Coire  daily.     Opposite 
to  Sam&den,  the  valley  of  Pontresina 
'  opens  out,  up  which  runs  the  road  to 
the  Bemina  (lite.  96). 
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ROUTE  93. 

COIRE  TO  SAMADEN  IN  THE  ENGADINE, 
BY  VEISSEN6TEIN  AND  THE  ALDULA 
PASS. 

16^  stnnden  =  49^  Eng.  m. 

This  is  a  more  interesting  route  than 
that  by  the  Julier  pass.  It  is  11^  hrs/ 
moderate  walking  from  Lenz  to  Sa- 
madeu.  A  carriage  ^road  was  mad» 
across  it,  1865.  Diligence  at  least  to 
Bergun.  For  15  m.  from  Coire,  as 
far  as 

Lenzj  it  is  identical  with  the  pre- 
ceding route.  The  diligence  for  Sa- 
m&den  leaves  Coire  at  5  a.m.,  so  that 
an  active  pedestrian  may  accomplish 
the  entire  distance  in  1  day,  taking 
his  place  to  Lenz  only.  A  char  may 
be  procured  at  Lenz,  and  taken  as 
far  as  Filisur,  or  perhaps  even  as  far 
as  the  deserted  Bellaluna  iron-works, 
2  m.  beyond  Filisur,  beyond  which 
the  road  is  so  hilly  that  little,  if  any, 
time  will  be  saved. .  At  Lenz  the  road 
to  the  Albula  turns  round  the  shoulder 
of  the  mountain  to  the  £.,  leaving  Tie- 
fenkasten  on  the  rt.;  and  passing  the 
village  of  (1  hr.)  Brienz,  and  on  the 
L  the  castle  of  Belfort,  perched  on 
an  almost  inaccessible  rock,  reaches 

Alvcneu,  The  baths  of  Alveneu, 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Albula,  are 
between  1  and  2  m.  from  the  village. 
Here  is  a  sulphur  spring  and  fair  | 
accommodation.  Crossing  the  mouth 
of  the  Davos  Thai  and  the  stream  run- 
ning out  of  it,  we  follow  the  Albula, 
ascending,  in  a  S.E.  direction,  to 

Filisw\  a  large  white  and  pictur- 
esque village  on  its  rt.  bank,  naving 
a  marked  resemblance  in  its  pecu- 
liarities to  the  villages  of  the  En- 
ffadine.  There  are  two  Inns,  each 
kept  by  a  Schmidt.  Near  it,  to  the 
N.,  stand  the  ruins  of  Schloss  Grei- 
fenstein.  The  inhabitants  of  this  and 
the  adjoining  valley  emigrate  from 
home  to  various  parts  of  Europe, 
where  they  exercise  the  craft  of  pas- 
trycooks, freanentlj  returning  hither 
to  end  their  days  m  opulence  earned 


by  industry.  Two  miles  above  Filisor 
are  the  abandoned  iron-works  of  Bella- 
luna, and  4  miles  from  hence  the  path 
enters  the  narrow  ravine  called  Berija- 
ner-Stein,  which,  like  that  near  Tiefen- 
kasten,  has  been  compared  with  the 
Via  Mala  ;  *♦  and  certainly  in  some 
respects  bears  a  strong  resemblance, 
though  of  far  inferior  extent  and  sub* 
limity.  Its  outlet,  however,  is  sin- 
gularly fine."—/.  F,  For  a  distance 
of  more  than  1000  ft.  the  path  is 
hewn,  or  blasted,  out  of  the  face  of 
the  rock,  and  the  Albula  roars  at  a 
depth  of  500  or  600  ft.  below.  It  is 
about  4^  hrs.  from  Lenz  to 

Bergun  (Rom.  Bergogn)  (^fnn  : 
Weissen  Kreuz,  decent),  a  tillage 
of  about  60u  Inhab.,  chiefly  Pro- 
testants, speaking  Homansch.  The 
houses  in  this  village  are  nearly  all 
of  a  superior  class,  indicating  the 
comparative  wealth  of  the  population, 
many  of  whom  are  muleteers  or  carters 
by  profession,  who  established  them- 
selves here  when  this  route  was  more 
frequented.  It  is  beautifully  situated 
among  the  mountains. 

A  steep  ascent  of  2J  hrs.  passing 
many  waterfalls,  leads  to  the  smofl 
Inn  of 

Weissenstein,  containing  6  beds. 
There  was  a  lake  by  its  side,  that 
burst  its  bounds  in  1859,  and  has 
drained  itself  dry.  It  is  said  to  be 
possible  for  an  active  mountaineer  to 
cross  the  ridge  S.  of  the  Weissenstein 
and  descend  by  the  Val  Be  vers  to  the 
high  road  near  Samaden,  but  guides 
are  not  easily  to  be  found  here. 
The  ascent  from  this  point  is  very 
rapid;  the  path  lies  along  the  N.  &me 
of  the  bed  of  the  former  lake;  traces 
of  the  Koman  road  may  be  discovered 
near  this.  A  savage  ravine,  filled  with 
broken  rocks,  hurled  from  the  heights 
above,  along  with  the  avalanches, 
which  render  this  part  of  the  pass 
dangerous  in  spring,  brings  the  tra- 
veller in  about  1  hr.  to 

The  summit  of  the  Pass  of  the  Al' 
hula.  The  culminating  point,  marked 
by  a  cross,  is  7680  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level  ;  on  the  other  side  of  it  is  a  small 
lake.  It  is  a  scene  of  complete  desola- 
tion.   On  the  K.  of  the  path  rise  the 
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twopeaks  of  the  Albula — Crap  Alv, 
or  White  Rock ;  and  on  the  S.E.  that 
ofPizErr. 

The  descent  mto  the  Ober  Enga- 
dine  is  also  at  times  exposed  to  ava- 
lanches. It  is  2  hrs.  walk  from  the 
summit  to 

Fante  or  Pvnt  (Inns:  Albula;  Cou- 
ronne,  not  bad).  The  village  lies  just 
at  the  foot  of  the  pass,  and  in  one  of 
the  most  striking  and  populous  parts 
of  this  singular  valley.  It  is  not 
more  than  5  miles,  by  a  char-road 
ascending  the  valley  of  the  Inn,  to 
Samaden,  where  there  are  good  quar- 
ters.—See  Rte.  94 


ROUTE  94. 

CraAVENNA  TO  SAMADEN,  BY  THE  VAL 
BREGAOLIA  AND  THE  PASS  OF  THE 
MALOGGIA  OR  MALOTA. 

11^  leagues  =  34|  Eng.  m. 

Leagaea.  Eng.  m. 
Chtavenna. 

ViooSopnuio  •  .  4  sa  12 
Silva  Plana.  .  •  6  »  15 
Samaden     .     .     .    2i    ^a     7i 

The  carriage-road  up  the  Yal  Bre- 
eaglia  is  now  in  good  order.  A  di- 
ligence daily  in  8^  hrs.  The  inns 
between  Chiavenna  and  Samaden  are 
not  very  good. 

The  road  ascends  by  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Maira,  in  face  of  a  pretty  cas- 
cade formed  by  the  Acqua  Fraggia 
descending  from  the  N.  About  3  m. 
above  Chiavenna  it  passes,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  grave 
of  the  viUa^  of  Pleitrs  or  Piuro,  bu- 
ried, with  Its  2430  Inhab.,  by  the 


fall  of  Monte  Conto,  on  the  nifi:ht  of 
the  4th  of  Sept  1618.  It  was  a  beau- 
tiful and  thriving  place,  peopled  by 
industrious  Inhab.,  and  contained 
numerous  villas,  the  summer  resort  of 
the  citizens  of  Chiavenna.  It  now 
lies  beneath  a  heap  of  rocks  and  rub- 
bish, 60  ft  deep,  which  fills  up  the 
valley.  Every  soul  within  it  x>enshedf 
and  the  long-continued  excavations 
of  all  the  labourers  that  could  be  col- 
lected from  far  and  near  fiuled  in  res- 
cuing anything  alive  or  dead,  except 
a  beu  ana  two  lamps,  from  the  ruins. 
All  traces  of  the  catastrophe  are  now 
nearly  obliterated,  and  the  spot  is 
gown  over  with  a  wood  of  chestnuts. 
The  inhabitants  received  many  pre- 
vious warnings,  which  were  unfortu- 
nately despised.  For  ten  years  pre- 
vious large  crevices  had  existed  on 
that  side  of  the  mountain;  and  heavy 
rains  preceded  the  catastrophe.  Masses 
of  rock  fell  the  day  before,  rents  were 
formed  in  the  mountain,  and  the 
shepherds  had  observed  Uieir  cattle 
fly  from  the  spot  with  marks  of  ex- 
treme terror.  For  two  hours  after, 
the  course  of  the  Maira  was  dammed 
up  by  the  fallen  debris,  but  luckily 
the  river  soon  worked  its  way  through, 
without  producing  a  debacle. 

The  Val  Bregaglia  (Germ.  Ber^ell) 
is  fertile  and  very  picturesque:  it  is 
shut  in  by  high  mountains.  Many  of 
its  inhabitants  emigrate,  and  adopt  the 
profession  of  chimney-sweepers,  which 
they  exercise  in  some  oz  the  large 
towns  of  the  Continent  After  passing 
through  Santa  Croce,  and  Villa  (Pon- 
tella),  the  road  quits  the  Italian  ter- 
ritory and  reaches  the  Swiss  frontier 
at 

Castasegna  (Inn :  Schumacher's  Re- 
staurant). Above  this  the  white  mul- 
berry no  lotager  flourishes,  and  this 
is  therefore  the  limit  of  the  cul- 
ture of  the  silkworm.  A  little  way 
within  the  frontier  (rt)  is  the  Castle 
of  S<mdo,  belon^g  to  that  branch  of 
the  Salis  famfly  (Soglio)  which  is 
settled  in  England.  The  ruined  Castle 
of  Castelmur  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
Maira  is  conspicuous  by  reason  of  its 
tall  doi\jon,  100  ft  high,  from  which 
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two  walls,  15  ft  high  and  10  thick, 
descend  into  the  gorge  to  the  river 
side.  The  valley  was  formerly  closed 
here  by  a  gate,  and  the  castle  formed 
the  key  of  the  valley. 

Vico  Soprano  (Vespran)  (Inn: 
Krone),  a  German  and  IVotestant 
village  of  504  Inhab.,  on  the  L  bank 
of  the  Maira,  3380  ft  above  the  sea. 

[The  Zocca  pass  leads  from  Vico 
Soprano  to  the  Baths  of  San  Martino 
and  to  Morbegno  in  the  Valteline  in 
about  10  hrs.  This  route  is  not  often 
traversed,  but  is  very  fine.  It  leaves 
the  high  road  about  half  way  to  Ca- 
saccia,  and  follows  the  course  of  the 
Albigna,  where  there  is  a  fine  water- 
fall ;  it  then  traverses  a  glacier  for  a 
short  distance,  and  then  across  patches 
of  snow  with  very  little  track  to  the 
head  of  the  pass.  After  a  very  steep 
descent,  a  solitary  chalet  is  after  some 
time  reached,  ana  then  the  village  and 
baths  of  S.  Martino  in  the  Val  Masino, 
a  wild  and  striking  valley,  down  which 
there  is  a  good  road  to  Morbegno. 
A  g^de  is  indispensable.] 

Casaccia  CTnns  fair  for  the  locality; 
the  best  is  Bartolomeo  Gioannini's,  it 
has  no  sign;  Agostino  Zuan  also  has 
a  tolerable  house),  a  village  situated 
on  the  L  bank  of  the  torrent,  which 
after  passing  Chiavenna  flows  into 
the  Lago  Mezzola,  at  the  S.  side  of 
the  Septimer,  and  on  the  W.  of  the 
Maloya,  over  both  of  which  mountains 
the  Komans  conducted  highways  in 
the  age  of  Augustus. 

[The  Muretto  Pass  leads  to  Sondrio 
in  the  Valteline,  either  from  Casaccia, 
or  from  Maloya.  The  latter  is  the 
shorter  by  1  hr.,  and  is  usually  fol- 
lowed as  far  as  Chiesa  by  those  pe- 
destrians who  make  the  tour  of  Mt. 
Bemina.  From  Maloya  (5941  ft.)  to 
Pian  Caning  (6520  fL)  IJ  hr.,  follow- 
ing rt.  bank  of  stream.  Leave  the 
Gh  del  Fomo  on  rt.,  and  keep  the 
track  straight  to  the  snow.  This  path 
is  frequently  used  by  peasants.  In 
1}  hr.  the  top  (8390  ft)  is  reached. 
Now  keep  to  1.  and  quit  the  snow 
when  it  becomes  very  steep.  The  view 


of  the  Bisgrazia  is  very  fine.  When 
the  path  divides  take  the  lower,  and 
kee^  on  1.  bank  of  stream  to  Chiareg- 
^o  m  2  hrs.  from  the  top;  only  three 
inhabited  houses  here.  If  the  owner 
is  at  home,  food  may  be  had  at  Uie 
one  close  to  the  ch.  Thence  to  Chiesa 
in  3  hrs.  ( Inn :  Osteria  Antica).  Hence 
to  Sondrio,  7J  miles.]  The  Septimer 
and  Furcula  passes  are  described  in 
Rte.  88. 

Above  Casaccia  the  Maloggia  road  is 
zigzagged  for  1  hour  of  ascent,  up  to 
the  summit  of  the  pass  (6060  ft) ;  but 
on  the  N.  side  the  descent  is  so  gra- 
dual as  not  to  require  the  skill  of  an 
engineer.  The  scenery  it  presents  is 
not  so  grand  as  that  on  most  of  the 

E asses  in  the  main  ran^  of  the  Alps; 
ut  the  combination  of  the  lofty  and 
snow-clad  summits  of  the  Bemina, 
and  the  glaciers  descending  from 
them,  with  the  lakes,  close  to  the 
shore  of  which  the  road  is  carried, 
gives  this  pass  an  air  of  singular  pic- 
turesqueness.  Maloggia  {Inn:  Poste, 
the  first  large  house  in  the  Engadine). 
A  little  way  further  the  road  falls  in 
with'  the  infant  Inn  (in  Romansch 
Oen  or  £nt),  here  a  mere  torrent, 
which  hastens  to  pour  itself  into  the 
lake  of  SUSf  a  picturesaue  mountain 
basin,  3  A  m.  long,  extending  as  far  as 
Sils.  This  lake  (in  Romansch  Leg  de 
Selgio)  is  fed  by  the  much  smaller 
lake  of  Ltigni,  2  m.  higher  up  in  the 
flank  of  Mont  Longhlno,  tne  true 
source  of  the  Inn. 

Sils,  the  highest  village  of  the  En- 
gadine. The  most  conspicuous  build- 
ing here  is  the  villa  of  a  chocolate 
manufacturer,  named  Josti,  a  native 
of  Davos,  who,  having  quitted  Swit- 
zerland a  beggar,  made  a  large  for- 
tune in  one  of  the  capitals  of  N.  Ger- 
many, a  part  of  which  he  expended 
on  this  huge  and  unprofitable  struc- 
ture. 

[Hence  a  pass  leads  over  the  Fez 
Glacier  to  Chiesa  in  the  Valteline :  the 
foot  of  the  glacier  is  5}  m.  from  Sils. 
Char-road  to  Curtins  (3  m.),  whence 
a  pass  leads  1.  between  the  Capiitschin 
and  the  Corvatz  to  the  Rosegg  Glacier, 
and  thence  to  Pontresina.] 
•  The  lake  of  Sils  is  succeeded  by 
K  3 
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two  other  small  lakes,  of  Silva  Plana, 
and  of  Campfeer,  through  both  of 
which  the  Inn  passes.    At 

Siha  Plana  {Inn :  Kreiitz")  the  Ju- 
lier  road  enters  the  Engadine. 

The  road  from  thence  to  SamaJen 
is  described  in  Kte.  92. 

Diligences  ply  in  summer. 


ROUTE  95. 

THE  ENGADIHE;  SiJiADEN  TO  NAU- 
DKRS,  AND  TUB  PASS  OF  FUNSTER- 
ILiJNZ. 

162  stunden  =  50  miles. 

Samfiden.  Stunden.  Eng.  m. 

Rconfa      ......    3  .      9 

Zemets 2f  .      It 

8chauU 6  .18 

^auders fit  .     151 

The  diligence  over  the  Jolier  Pass 
goes  on  to  Zutz,  nearly  8  m.  beyond 
SamlUlen,  and  starts  from  that  place  in 
the  morning.  Another  diligence  plies 
between  Zutz  and  Schuols,  in  7  hrs. 
A  dilisence  plies  in  summer  between 
SchuoTs  and  Nanders  in  Tyrol  in  5^ 
hrs.  The  carriage-road  is  completea 
to  Ardetz,  and  hence  to  Nauders. 

The  JSngadme  (Engiadina),  or  Val- 
ley of  the  Upper  Inn,  is  nearly  60 
miles  long,  and  is  one  of  the  highest 
inhabited  valleys  among  the  Alps, 
varying  between  an  elevation  of  5600 
ft  above  the  sea,  at  Sils,  the  highest 
vUlage,  and  3234  ft  at  Martinsbmck, 
the  lowest  There  is  no  other  valley 
among  the  Alps  where  no  many  and 
such  large  ana  populous  villages  are 


to  be  found  at  so  great  an  elevation. 
It  has  at  least  20  tributary  valleys. 
Owing  to  its  elevation,  and  the  icy 
barrier  of  enormous  glaciers  which 
separates  it  from  Ital^  on  the  S.,  it 
possesses  u  most  ungenial,  nay,  severe 
climate.    In  the  language  of  its  in- 
habitants it  has  9  months  of  i^-inter 
and  3   of  cold  weather.     In    May 
1799  the  French  artillery  crossed  the 
lakes  on  the  ice.     The  only  grain 
grown  in   it    is  rye   and  barley,   a 
stunted  crop  ;  and,"  in  the  upper  por- 
tion, potatoes  rarely  come    to   ma- 
turity ;  yet  it  is  one  of  the  most  opu- 
lent valleys  amon?  the  Alps  ;  but  the 
source  of  its  wealth  must  be  sought 
for  in  another  theatre  than  the  vaUey 
itselfl    Its  inhabitants  are,  indeed,  but 
little  addicted  to    agriculture.    The 
surface,  where  not  actually  bare  rock,i8 
either  covered  with  forests  or  converted 
to  pasture,  with  the  exception  of  small 
patches  on  the  lower  grounds,  set  apart 
for  the  plough  or  spade.    Owing  to 
the  want  or  hands  the  natives  in- 
trust the  gathering  of  the  hay-harvest 
to  Tyrolese  and    Swiss  haymakers, 
who  repair  hither  at  the  season  when 
their  labour  is  required.     The  sons 
of  the  valley,  for  the  most  part  emi- 
grate at  an  early  age,  scatter  them- 
selves over  all  parts  of  the  Continent, 
and   may  be  round  in  most  of  the 
great  capitals  exercising  the  profes- 
sions  or  pastrycooks,  confectioners, 
distillers  or  liqueurs,  clerks  in  ware- 
houses, keepers  of  cafes,  and  sellers 
of  chocolate.    Many  of  them,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  calling,  acquire  con- 
siderable  wealth,    and  become    mil- 
lionnaires  in  florins,  iftith  which  they 
retire  to  end  their  days  by  the  side 
of  the  stream  of  their  native  valley. 
They  display  their  wealth  especially 
in   the  architecture  of  their  houses, 
which     are   distinguished    by    their 
large  dimensions,  by  their  decorations 
of  whitewash  and  fresh  paint    They 
are  occasionally  decked  out  even  witn 
fresco  friezes,  and  pillars  ;  reminding 
one  of  the  pretension  to  taste  of  a 
cockney  citizen's  box  near  London, 
combined  with  the  studied  neatness 
of  a  Dutchman's  country-house,  both 
equally  unexpected  and  out  of  place 
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amidst  the  savage  landscape  of  a 
Grison  Tallej.  **  But  the  unvarying 
features  are  their  magnitude  and 
solidity,  the  brilliancy  of  their  white- 
wash, and  their  little  windows,  fre- 
quently only  a  single  pane,  imbedded 
1^  foot  in  the  massive  stone  wall, 
and  better  adapted  to  exclude  the 
ooid  than  to  admit  the  light"— (/.  F.) 
Poverty  is  rare,  beggary  almost  un- 
known ;  and  the  people,  who  are, 
except  at  the  village  of  Tarasp,  Pro- 
testants, are  creditably  distinguished 
for  their  morality.  Their  pastors  are 
held  in  great  respect,  but  tneir  pay  is 
miserable.  The  sabbath  is  strictly  ob- 
served ;  strangers  onl^  are  allowed  on 
that  day  to  ride  or  drive,  and  that  not 
until  after  church-time. 

Since  1852,  when  the  influx  of  tra- 
rellers  began  greatly  to  increase,  great 
improvements  have  taken  place  in  the 
accommodation  for  travellers,  and 
many  new  Inns  have  been  built  in 
the  Upper  Engadine,  especially  at 
St.  Montz,  Samlden,  Fontresina,  Ta- 
rasp. In  the  Lower  Engadine  the 
Irms  are  inferior,  and  the  traveller 
must  sometimes  content  himself  with 
bard  rye-bread,  bakedonlyonce  a  quar- 
ter, eggs,  cheese,  and  perhaps  coffee. 
The  universal  language  is  the  A'o- 
mansch  (see  Rte.  66) ;  but  among 
the  returned  emigrants,  in  almost 
every  villa^,  may  be  found  indivi- 
duals speaking  French,  Italian,  or  even  | 
English,  so  that  it  is  seldom  that  the 
stranger  will  not  find  an  interpreter. 
The  wine  of  the  Valteline  may  be 
had  ^ood  and  cheap.  The  valley 
con  tarns  10,600  Inhab. 

Most  of  the  higher  Alpine  pastures 
of  the  Engadine  are  let  out  every  sum- 
mer to  Bereamasque  shepherds,  from 
the  valleys  Seriana  and  Brembana,  on 
the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps — a  wild, 
rough  set  of  men,  but  hardy  and  honest, 
clad  in  homespun  brown  and  white 
blankets,  and  feeding  frugally  on  po- 
lenta of  maixe-meal,  and  a  little  cheese. 
They  arrive  about  the  beginning  of 
July,  with  their  flocks  lean  and  meagre, 
after  their  long  march,  performed 
generally  in  the  cool  of  the  night. 
After  a  solitary  sojourn  of  nearly  3 
months,  spending  often  the  night  as 


well  as  day  in  the  open  air  among 
their  flocks,  they  return  home  with 
fattened  kine  and  long  fleeces,  which 
are  sold  to  the  wool  manufacturers  of 
Bergamo. 

The  upper  extremity  of  the  Enga- 
dine valley,  from  the  pass  of  the  Ma- 
loja  to  St  Moritz,  has  been  described 
in  Rtes.  92,  94.  St.  Moritz  is  com- 
fortable head-quarters  for  visiting  the 
glaciers  of  the  Bemina,  and  ascend- 
ing the  Piz  Languard;  but  Pontre- 
sina  is  nearer,  and,  as  it  now  aflbrds 
good  acconmiodation,  it  will  be  gene- 
rally preferred  (see  Rte.  9G).  LePrese, 
3  m.  below  Puschiavo,  is  becoming  a 
favourite  resting-place.    (Rte.  98.) 

Leaving  Samaden  by  the  high  road, 
the  first  village  is  Bevers,  and  the 
next  is, 

4 J  m.  Ponte  (fnns:  Albula;  Krone), 
where  the  path  from  the  Albula  (Rte. 
93)  falls  into  the  valley. 

The  possession  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Inn  which  gives  its  name  to  this 
village  was  desperately  disputed  by 
the  French  and  Austrians  on  the 
9th  March,  1799.  They  fought  for 
6  hrs.  in  the  snow,  which  in  some 
places  was  5  ft.  deep.  Further  on  is 
Mudulein,  and  over  the  latter  vil- 
lage towers  the  ruined  Castle  of  Gai'' 
cUwai. 

Zutz,  or  Suoz  (Inns:  Schweizerbund, 
good  beds;  Kreutz),  is  a  village  of 
550  Inhab.  An  old  tower  still  remains 
of  the  Stammhaus,  or  original  castle 
of  the  family  of  Planta,  who,  as  far 
back  as  1139,  held  the  Engadine  in 
feof.  The  climate  here  first  becomes 
a  little  milder,  Zutz  being  sheltered 
from  the  cold  blasts  descending  from 
the  Maloya.  The  larger  diligence  of 
the  lower  Engadine  is  taken  here. 

Sccmfs  {Fim:  Traube)  is  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  populous  villages  in 
the  valley.  Here  the  characteristic 
features  of  the  habitations  begin 
gradually  to  disappear.  The  villages 
below  this  scarcely  differ  in  aspect 
from  those  of  TyroL 

[There  is  a  char-road  to  the  L  from 
near  the  ruuied  Tower  of  Gapella, 
about  a  mile  below  Scanfs,  to  Sul- 
sanna;  and  thence  to  Davos,  over  th'^ 
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Scaletta  bridle-pass,  7820  ft;  a  dis- 
tance of  about  8  hrs.  The  top  of  the 
pass  is  marked  by  a  hut  capable  of 
affording  shelter.  Diirrenboden  is 
1  hr.  beyond  the  top.  There  is  a  good 
char-road  thence  to  Davos.  The 
Schwartzhom  well  deserves  ascent.  It 
is  3  hrs.  climb,  and  N.E.,  from  Diirren- 
boden. The  views  extend  to  a  great 
distance.] 

[From  Zntz,  or  Scanfs,  Bormio 
may  be  reached  in  11  or  12  hrs.  The 
patn  mounts  from  the  latter  village 
nearly  due  E.  into  the  Val  Cassana, 
and  crosses  the  ridge  at  the  head  of 
that  valley  to  Litujno  (about  6  hrs. 
from  Scanfs),  the  principal  village  in 
the  Val  Livi'jno,  Hither  the  Due  de 
Rohan,  the  Huguenot  leader,  marched, 
1635,  to  pounce  down  upon  the  Austri- 
ans  in  the  Valteline.  From  hence  an 
easy  pass  leads  in  5  hrs.,  by  the  valley 
of  Pedenosj  to  Bormio.  For  the  Fluela 
pass  to  Davos  see  Rte.  100. 

The  Inn  flows  through  a  narrow 
gorg^,  and  near  Brail  is  a  bridge 
<  Funt  Aut— Fonte  Alto)  over  a  deep 
ravine,  marking  the  division  between 
Upper  and  Lower  Engadine.  The 
country  is  poor,  and  not  very  in- 
teresting, while  the  road  is  much 
more  hilly. 

Zemett  (Inns:  Foste ;  Lion  d*Or; 
Lowe)  is  a  considerable  village,  with 
a  handsome  ch.  and  two  feudal  towers, 
one  of  which  anciently  belonged  to  a 
branch  of  the  Flanta  family,  and  is 
called  Wildenberg.  [Up  the  opposite 
Talley  of  Fomo  runs  a  path  into  the 
Munster  Thai,  by  the  Bufahra  Pasa-^ 
**  7  hours'  walking.  It  is  a  tolerable 
char-road.  After  a  gradual  ascent  from 
Zemetz  it  descends  into  a  desolate 
valley,  where  is  a  wretched  inn,  Al 
Fnom  (2  hrs.),  the  only  house  between 
the  two  places.  The  top  of  the  pass 
is  reached  in  2^  hrs.  from  this,  and 
a  fine  view  is  obtained  of  the  Munster 
Thai,  which  is  reached  at  Tschierf 
(li  hr.)  :  2  hrs.  more  bring  you  to 
Santa  Maria,**  By  keeping  to  the  S. 
or  rt.  hand  branch  of  the  stream  in 
ascending  from  Zemetz,  the  Val  Li- 
▼igno  is  entered.  From  Livig^o  a 
pass  of  no  difficulty  leads  in  5  hrs. 


to  Bormio  at  the  foot  of  the  Stel- 
vio  pass.  By  keeping  up  the  Val 
Livigno  yon  can  re-enter  Switzerland, 
either  by  a  pass  to  the  8.  which  takes 
you  into  the  Bemina,  or  E.  into  the 
Val  di  Fain  near  Fontresina.] 
About  5  m.  farther  is 

Sussj  a  small  village  with  a  rough, 
but  clean,  little  /hn.  Krone.  There  is 
a  path  over  the  Yereina  Pass  to 
Klosters  in  the  Frattigau  (Bte.  98). 

The  names  Latin,  Zuiz^  and  Ar^ 
detZy  3  villages  in  this  part  of  the 
Engadine,  are  said  to  be  a  Romansch 
corruption  of  the  Latin  Lavinium, 
Tutium,  and  Ardea. 

The  villages  are  often  perched  on 
the  top  of  steep  heights,  as  in  the  case 
of  Guarda.  [A  little  belo^'  Ardetz, 
near  which  rises  the  Castle  Stemsberg^ 
visitors  bound  to  Tarasp  must  cross 
the  Inn.] 

Schuh  {Inn:  small  but  good;  no  ne- 
cessity now  of  g^ing  to  Tarasp  to 
sleep ; — Hdtel  Belvedere,  at  Lower 
Schuls,  good),  the  most  populous 
place  in  the  valley,  contains  114-3  In- 
nab.,  and  is  prettily  situated.  There 
is  much  corn-land  near  this.  Ava- 
lanches sometimes  fall  from  the  hill 
of  Balluns  behind. 

The  Kurhava  at  Yulpera  cost  1) 
million  francs ! 

{^Tarasp  (Inn:  Albergo  Conzetti, 
good  accommodation),  about  1^  m. 
from  the  road,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Inn,  opposite  Fettan,  is  the  only  Rom. 
Oath,  and  German  villa^  in  the  Enga- 
dine. Its  inhabitants  differ  from  their 
neighbours  in  another  respect,  that 
they  do  not  emigrate.  Though  less  en- 
lightened, perhaps,  they  devote  them- 
smves  to  tilling  their  ownland.  **  Tarasp 
has  been  brought  into  notice  by  the 
discovery  of  a  drastic  mineral  spring 
close  to  the  margin  of  the  Inn,  below 
the  castle,  which  has  proved  very^  at- 
tractive. Various  hotels  and  lodging- 
houses  have  sprung  up  along  the  face 
of  the  steep.  The  spot  is  charming. 
The  Castle  belongs  to  a  branch  of  the 
Flanta  family.  It  was  the  residence 
of  the  Austrian  governor. 


Switzerland.         boute  96. — ^pass  op  the  berniwa. 

(From  Tansp  the  Munster  Thai 
may  be  reached  oy  the  Scarl  Thai,  It 
is  abont  as  for  as  by  the  Buffalora 
Pass.  The  hamlet  of  Tschierf,  where 
there  is  a  wretched  Inn^  is  the  first 
met  in  de8oendin|^  on  the  S.E.  side  of 
the  pass;  2  hrs.  farther  is  Sta.  Maria, 
the  principal  village.)] 

Near  Bemns,  a  wooden  bridge,  60 
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ft  span,  is  thrown  over  the  deep  gorge 
called  Wraonka  Tobel,  through  which 
a  torrent  issues  out  of  the  vale  of  Ra- 
mosch.  Above  the  bridge,  which  is 
called  Ponte  Piedra,  rises  the  ruined 
castle  Chiamufi^  burnt  by  the  Aus- 
trians  in  1475. 

Marimabruok  (Pomartino).  Here 
the  traveller,  after  crossing  the  river, 
leaves  the  Inn  to  find  its  way  directly 
through  the  pass  of  Finstermiinz;  the 
road  takes  a  more  circuitous  route, 
and  ascends  a  considerable  wooded 
eminence,  forming  the  boundary  be- 
tween Switzerland  and  Tyrol,  and 
enters  the  Austrian  dominions 
(Custom-house)  a  short  while  before 
reaching 

Nau£r9^  where  the  Post  is  a  tole- 
rable Inn^  about  a  mile  distant  from 
the  remarkable  defile  of  Finstermiinz. 
(See  Handoook  fob  South  Germany.) 


ROUTE  96. 

PASS  OF  THE  DEBNINA,  FEOH  8AUADE1T 
IN  THE  ENOADINE,  BY  P0NTBE8INA, 
TO  TIRANO  IN  THE  VALTBLINE. 

13f  stunden  =  40  miles. 

StUDden.  Eng.  m. 
Samfiden. 

Pontresina li    .      4i     . 

BerninalDDS    ....    3      .      6 

Puschlavo 6i    .    I9i 

Tlraoo 34    •    10 

A  carriage-road,  in  part  very  well 
constructeo,  has  been  completed.  Di- 
ligence daily  from  Samaden  to  Pus- 
chiavo  in  7^  hrs.,  to  Tirano  in  10  hrs. 
On  foot  the  distance  may  be  shortened 
some  5  miles.  This  pass  offers  several 
magnificent  views. 

Between  Samaden  and  Puschiavo 
very  good  accommodation  is  to  be 
found  at  Pontresina,  where  also  re- 
sides one  of  the  few  good  guides  for 
the  Engadine,  Oolani,  a  miller  and  a 
good  shot. 

The  Bemma  is  a  very  lofty  and 
g^and  chain  of  mountains,  separating 
the  valleys  of  the  Engadine  and  of 
Bregaglia  on  the  N.,  from  the  Val- 
teline  on  the  S.  There  has  been  much 
conftision  about  the  true  names  and 
relative  heig^hts  of  the  peaks.  The 
highest,  cal&d  Piz  Bemina,  and  also, 
though  incorrectly,  Piz  Mortiratsch, 
is  13,297  ft.  in  height.  5  or  6  other 
peaks  exceed  12,000  Eng.  ft.  These 
form,  after  the  great  chain  of  the  Pen- 
nine Alps  and  the  Bernese  Alps,  the 
loftiest  ranse  in  the  Alps.  Their  gla- 
ciers have  T>een  very  imperfectly  ex- 
plored. Several  arduous  passes  cross 
the  chain.  The  Bemina  Pass  is  an  ex- 
cellent carriage-road. 

From  Samaden  (Rte.  92)  the  road 
turns  S.,  ascending  the  Val  Pontre- 
sina, by  the  rt  bank  of  the  torrent 
Flatz.  There  is  a  footpath  from  St. 
Moritz  to  Pontresina,  which  crosses 
the  Inn  between  the  lake  and  the 
waterfall,  and  leads  by  a  pool  and 
through  a  wood  over  tne  shoulder  of 
the  low  spur  between  the  Inn  and  the 
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Flatz.  There  are  fir  forests  in  this 
Talley  7000  feet  above  the  sea-level, 
mostly  consisting  of  the  Firms  cem- 
bra, 

Pontresina  {Inns:  Krone,  good,  very 
fair  living,  noisy  at  nie;ht;  Weisses 
Kreutz,  also  ^ood  and  reasonable; 
U.  Zom  Gletscner,  f  m.  from  the  vil- 
lage, very  clean)— a  considerable  vil- 
lage; fast  becoming  to  the  Bemina 
what  Zermatt  is  to  Mte.  Rosa;  a  good 
specimen  of  the  style  of  the  Engadine. 
Cfiars  and  guides  may  be  procured  here 
at  a  bureau  established  m  the  village. 
There  is  now  a  regular  tariff  for  all 
the  excursions,  upwards  of  fifty  in 
number.  Jenni  is  a  first-rate  guide. 
There  is  an  excellent  view  of  the 
Hoseeg  Glacier  and  peaks  from  the 
meadow  adjoining  the  ch.  at  the  back 
of  the  village.  Saraz's  collection  of 
stuffed  animals  is  exceedingly  inte- 
resting. From  this  place,  from  St. 
Moritz,  or  from  Le  Prese,  Excursions 
may  be  made  to  many  objects  of  in- 
terest The  most  attractive  excur- 
sion from  Pontresina  is 

a.  The  ascent  of  the  Piz  Lanjuard, 
The  summit,  10,724  ft  above  the 
sea,  is  more  easily  reached  than  most 
points  of  at  all  equal  height,  and  the 
panorama  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
entire  chain  of  the  Alps.  It  not  only 
includes  the  whole  of  Eastern  Switzer- 
land and  part  of  the  Tyrol,  but  in 
very  clear  weather  is  said  to  extend  to 
Monte  Rosa  and  Mont  Blanc  Horses 
may  be  taken  2-3rds  of  the  way  to  the 
summit  (charge  7  fr.  and  trinkgeld 
for  the  boy  who  remains  to  take  care 
of  them.  A  guide  rchar?e  7  fr.")  is 
necessary,  excej)t  tor  thorougnly- 
practisea  mountaineers;  he  will  carry 
provisions  and  some  extra  covering  to 
wear  while  resting  at  the  top.  The 
ascent  requires  3  hrs.;  the  descent 
may  be  made  in  2^  hrs.  or  less.  A 
panoramic  view,  from  a  point  a  little 
oelow  the  summit,  has  been  executed 
by  the  Leipzig  painter  Georgi,  who 
had  a  hut  constructed  for  the  purpose. 
Mountaineers  may  vary  the  descent 
by  crossing  the  Fuorkla  Glacier  (to 
the  S.£.),  and  over  La  Pischa  into  ike 


Val  de  Fain  (d),  and  so  to  Pontresina 
in  6  hrs. 

6.  The  Rosegg  or  Sosetsch  Glacier 
is  reached  through  the  RoseUch  Thai 
or  ValRosajKu  There  is  a  rough  char- 
road  nearly  to  the  foot  of  the  glacier, 
2^  hrs.  from  Pontresina.  The  glacier 
itself  is  very  easy  to  walk  upon,  and 
ladies  may  with  safety  spend  an  agree- 
able day  in  cxplormg  its  beauties. 
A  longer  and  more  fatip^uing  excur- 
sion for  active  pedestrians  may  be 
made  to  a  green  alp  called  **  Agag- 
lioids"  (middle  point),  which  is  on 
the  summit  of  the  mass  of  rock  sepa- 
rating the  two  glacier  streams,  A 
guide  is  necessary.  A  circle  of  snowy 
peaks,  not  visible  from  elsewhere  at 
the  same  time,  surrounds  this  Alp ; 
the  Tschierva,  Mortiratsch,  Bemina, 
Rosegg,  Sella,  Capiitschin,  and  Piz 
Corvatsch.  [The  Fuorkla  Pass,  said 
to  be  not  very  difficult,  turns  off 
to  the  rt.  about  20  min.  before 
reaching  the  glacier  from  Pontre- 
sina, and  leads  thence  in  6  hrs.  to 
Silva  Plana.  The  col  is  just  above 
a  large  black  rock,  which  is  visible 
from  Silva  Plana  in  a  S.E.  direction, 
and  is  an  excellent  landmark  to  tra- 
vellers from  that  side.  This  pass  is 
to  be  recommended  for  its  view  of  the 
Bemina  range.] 

c.  The  Mortiratsch  0  lacier  (scehciow') 
is  the  largest  in  the  Bemina  chain. 
The  carriage-road  passes  within  1  m. 
of  its  fort.  An  active  pedestrian  may 
combine  a  visit  to  this  glacier  with  the 
Pass  of  the  Bernina,  reaching  Pus- 
chiavo  in  the  evening. 

d.  The  Val  de  Fain^  on  the  S.  side  of 
the  Piz  Languard.  Tlie  scenery  is  very 
fine,  and  many  rare  plants  are  found 
there.  The  la  Stretta  pass  leads  from 
thence  into  the  Val  Livigno,  and  so  to 
Zeraetz  or  to  Bormio  (see  Rte.  95).  By 
another  pass  to  the  N.  it  is  possible 
to  reach  Ponte,  and,  returning  to  Sa- 
m&den  or  Pontresina,  complete  the 
tour  of  the  Piz  Languard  in  1  day. 

e»  The  Diaoolezza,  ascending  the 
Mortiratsch  Glacier  (or  the  rocks 
at  the  side  of  it,  and  then  taking 
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the  ice)  as  fiir  as  Boval,  and  the 
junction  of  the  Vadret  Pers,  where 
there  ij9  a  curious  island  of  rock 
jutting  out  of  the  ice — "  the  Jardin  " 
of  this  district — called  Isola  Pers,  com- 
manding a  magnificent  view.  Moun- 
taineers may  cross  the  Pers  glacier 
towards  the  foot  of  Mont  Pers,  and, 
ascending  along  a  wearisome  slope  of 
debris,  succeeded  by  a  rough  bit  of 
rock  work,  reach  the  Col  of  the  Dia- 
volezza,  between  that  peak  and  Mont 
Pers. 

View  magnificent.  Descend  by  a 
steep  bit  of  glacier  to  a  remarkable 
hollow  containing  a  lovely  blue  lake, 
int<i  which  huge  masses  of  ice  pre- 
cipitate themselves  from  the  glaciers 
or  Mont  Pers,  800  ft.  above.  Then 
bear  down  to  t,  and  descend  to  Ber- 
nina  Inns,  A  most  striking  excur- 
sion: may  be  taken  the  reverse  way — 
starting  from  Bemina  Inns. 

In  ascending  by  the  high  road  to 
the  Bernina  Pass  the  great  fflacier  of 
Mor  tlratsch  is  passed  almost  close  to  the 
road,  about  an  hour  above  Pontresina. 
It  fills  to  its  mouth  the  lateral  valley 
in  which  it  lies;  seeming  to  be  kept 
in  by  a  fir-clad  ridge  of  rock,  whicn, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  cleft  in 
the  middle,  completely  closes  the  en- 
trance of  the  valley.  Being  squeezed, 
as  it  were,  upwards,  in  consequence 
of  the  opposition  to  its  longitudinal 
expansion  offered  by  this  obstruction, 
it  rises  to  a  good  height  above  its 
fringe  of  trees.  This  glacier  is  of  the 
lar^t  size,  and  has  an  immense  cen- 
tral moraine.  Its  head  is  encircled 
by  a  nimiber  of  snowy  peaks,  among 
them  the  Piz  Mortiratsch  and  the 
Palu. 

The  glacier  may  most  easily  be 
reached  from  its  eastern  side,  whence, 
after  a  certain  distance,  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  descending  on  to  the  ice 
and  crossing  to  the  opposite  side. 

IFi'om  J'o/Uresina  to  the  Batia  of 
Boi^mio, — Drive  to  the  foot  of  Mortir- 
atsch Glacier;  thence  walk;  turn  to 
L  just  past  the  Bemina  chftlets,  cross 
the  stream,  follow  path  up  Val  del 
Fain  to  Col  of  La  Stretta,  2^  hrs. 
Path  down,  at  first  steep  and  fiurly 
marked ;  cross  to  rU  bank  by  first 


bridge  after  the  junction  of  two 
streams;  recross  about  1  hr.  before 
Livigno,  2{  hrs.  (fnn :  Battista  Bor- 
mellwi's  house,  nearly  through  the 
village,  on  L  side,  No.  8,  the  only 
place  where  anything  to  eat  can  be 
had  during  the  day.)  From  Livigno 
to  Trepalle  over  a  steep  hill,  the  top 
marked  by  a  crucifix,  1  hr.  5  min. 
The  cur^  who  lives  in  the  Casa  Pa- 
rocchiale,  close  to  the  church,  is  ex- 
ceedingly obliging — wine  and  liqueur 
to  be  had  there.  From  Trepalle  to 
top  of  Foscagno  1  hr.  10  min.— N.B. 
Go  100  yards  to  rt.  of  path  on  summit 
in  order  to  have  a  clear  view  down 
Val  Semogo;  regain  the  path  without 
retracing  your  steps.  From  top, 
always  take  the  lower  road,  keeping 
as  near  the  river  as  possible  on  the  I. 
bank.  At  Isolaccia  cross  to  the  rt. 
bank  ;  recross  by  the  next  bridge. 
Just  before  entering  Pi^maglio  turn 
to  the  1.,  and  do  not  cross  the  torrent 
that  comes  down  from  the  Stelvio  till 
a  little  past  the  Forge.  From  top  of 
Foscagno  to  baths  of  Bormio,  3  hrs.] 

Bernina  Inns —three  cabarets  in  a 
desolate  place,  1^  hr.  below  the  sum- 
mit, the  halting-placo  for  the  mules. 

The  culminating  point,  7695  ft. 
above  the  sea-level,  lies  between  2 
small  lakes,  the  Black  (Leg  Nair), 
which  discharges  into  the  Inn,  and 
the  White,  which  runs  into  the  Adda. 
Near  the  La/fo  Bianco  the  new  road 
turns  oif  to  the  1.,  and  crossing  the 
neighbouring  ridge  of  the  Camin, 
passes  down  by  La  Bosa  (a  poor 
mountain  inn),  and  Pisciadella,  into 
the  beautiful  valley  of  Puschiaw, 

[To  Bormio  by  the  Val  Viola  pass, 
6  hrs.  Leave  the  high  road  1.  below 
La  Rosa  (if  ascending,  below  Piscia- 
della),  and  ascend  the  Valle  di  Campo, 
which  leads  to  the  Val  Viola,  a  con- 
tinuation of  it  at  a  higher  level.  Be- 
fore reaching  Val  Viola  the  path 
branches  (L  up  the  Val  Agone  to 
Livigno) :  our  route  is  straight  on,  and 
leads  over  the  1.  of  the  head  of  Val 
Viola.  Descending  N.,  the  path  is 
well  traced,  and  meets  the  char-road 
at  Isolaccia,  6  m  from  Bormio.] 

[The  old  path  is  continued  along 
the  rt.  (W.)  margin  of  the  lakes,  pass- 
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ing  close  to  them  for  about  8  m.,  with 
the  Cambrera  glacier  descending  close 
upon  it  from  the  Bemina.  The  stream 
wnioh  issues  from  the  lakes  fieJls  too 
precipitously  into  the  valley  to  be  fol- 
lowea  by  the  track,  and  accordingly  the 
path  takes  a  sweep  to  the  rt,  turning 
a  shoulder  of  the  mountain,  and  thus 
accomplishing  the  Ist  stage  of  the  de- 
scent at  a  small  Yillage  caBed  Cawxglia, 
with  a  miserable  auberfl;e.  Bears  are 
not  at  all  uncommon  nere.  At  this 
part  of  the  road  you  obtain  a  mag- 
nificent view  over  the  glacier  of 
Palo,  one  of  the  most  JSeautifolly 
formed  glaciers  which  can  be  seen  in 
Switxerland.  These  glaciers  g^ve  an 
interest  to  this  path  far  superior 
to  that  by  La  Bosa.  Hence  the 
stream  makes  another  rapid  descent 
to  the  level  of  Fuschiavo,  of  which, 
and  of  the  beautiful  lake  beyond,  a 
fine  prospect  is  opened  during  the 
2nd  descent.  The  track  lies  over 
ledges  of  rock,  and  down  narrow 
watercourses.  The  main  road,  which 
is  excellent,  is  entered  a  short  cUstance 
above  Puschiavo. 

This  route,  however,  is  so  full  of 
obstructions  and  difficulties,  that 
horsemen  generally  prefer  the  circuit 
by  Fisciadella,  thougn  it  adds  5  m.  to 
the  journey.]     • 

Puschiavo  {Inns:  Croix  Federate,  or 
Croce  Bianca,  good  and  reasonable,  a 
curious  old  house  *,  U.  Albricci),  a  town 
of  1015  Inhab.,  built  in  the  Italian 
fashion,  the  principal  place  in  the 
Wley,  is  mainly  supported  by  the  con- 
siderable traffic  of  goods  through  it 
Above  it,  on  a  height,  stand  the  ruins 
of  the  castle  of  OheatL 

Nearly  one- third  (1500)  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  populous  valley  are 
Frotestants ;  but  owing  to  the  jealousy 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  their  churcn 
is  almost  a  fortress,  and  capable  of  de- 
fence against  attacks.  The  language 
spoken  by  them  is  a  corrupt  Itafian, 

About  3  m.  lower  down,  the  road, 
which  is  here  excellent,  skirts  the  W. 
marsin  of  the  charming  little  lake  of 
Puschiavo,  funed  for  its  large  trout. 

Ze'  Pfdiiy  beautifully  situated  near 


the  N.  end  of  the  lake,  is  frequented 
for  its  charming  situation,  its  sunny 
climate,  and  sulphureous  waters.  The 
bathing  establishment  is  well  manured 
and  reasonable  ([Pension  6  fr.).  The 
baths,  lined  with  marble,  are  well 
kept,  and  many  Lombard  visitors  re- 
sort to  this  place. 

Bnuio  is  the  last  Swiss  village.  On 
quitting  the  lake,  the  torrent  Fus- 
cniavo  passes  through  a  very  nar- 
row defile,  barely  allowing  room  for 
the  road  and  the  stream.  It  is  a 
raging  torrent,  and,  as  it  approaches 
the  Adda,  reauires  to  be  restrained 
within  stone  aykes  of  solid  masonry, 
which  have  nevertheless  proved  insuf- 
ficient to  protect  its  banks  from  inun- 
dation. Beyond  this,  the  Valteline,  or 
Yale  of  the  Adda,  opens  out  at 

Madonna  di  Tirano  (Iruij  zur  Ma- 
donna, good).  See  Handdook  for 
South  GERMANr. 

An  active  pedestrian  taking  the 
short  cut  by  Cavaglia  may  reach 
Fontresina  from  hence  in  10  hrs. — 
3  hrs.  to  Puschiavo,  4  hrs.  to  summit 
of  pass,  3  hrs.  to  Fontresina. 

[The  circuit  of  the  Bemina  ranse 
may  be  made  from  Puschiavo  or  Le 
Prese,  by  crossing  the  Canciano  pass 
to  Chiesa  in  Italy,  and  thence  by  the 
Muretto  pass  to  Malloya.  The  Can- 
ciano commences  1  m.  from  Le  Prese, 
opposite  a  stone  bridge,  which  crosses 
the  stream  by  which  the  road  from 
Puschiayo  runs.  It  ascends  the  hill 
rapidly,  and,  after  passing  some  scat- 
tered cottages,  goes  below  a  waterfall, 
L  About  wis  point  the  traveller  can 
detect  the  gap  in  the  ridge  which 
marks  the  summit  of  the  pass.  The 
path  soon  crosses  the  stream  close  to 
a  chalet  and  bam,  and  little  trace  of 
it  remains.  It  bears,  however,  towards 
the  rocks  upon  the  rt.,  and,  after 
crossing  the  summit,  continues  on  die 
rt  of  the  stream  below.  The  descent 
beyond  is  rough,  and  partly  in  very 
steep  zigrzags  somewhat  resembling 
the  Genmii.  At  the  foot  of  it  lies 
Lansada,  and  i  hr.  further  Chiesa 
(H.  Osteria  Antica,  poor   enoiig^> 
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The  time  required  is  8}  to  9  hrs.  No 
sort  of  refreshment  can  be  procured 
on  the  way.  From  Chiesa  to  Enga- 
dine  by  the  Muretto  pass,  Rte.  94; 
Pontresina  to  Puschiavo,  Bte.  96.] 


EOUTE  98. 

THE  PRAITiaAU— -COIRE  OB  RAGATZ  TO 
8U88  IV  THE  ENGADINE. 

Stonden.  £Dg.in. 
Zlzers,  or  Halfins. 

Ktiblls 41    .    IS 

Klosten 3i    .      U 

Sttas 8      .24 

This  route  lies  through  an  unfre- 
quented but  not  uninteresting  dis- 
trict. A  few  days  may  be  well  spent 
in  exploring  the  mountains  at  the 
head  of  the  Prattigau.  The  ascent 
begins  either  from  the  Zizers  Stat 
or  from  Mallms,  near  the  Landquart 
Stat,  on  the  Goire  Rly.  Dil.  from 
the  Stat  by  good  carriage-road  up  the 
valley  as  far  as  Klosters,  and  thence 
into  the  Davos  Thai,  in  7^  hrs.  to 
Davos-Platz.  The  pediBStrian  will  pre- 
fer to  start  from 

Maldnsy  a  village  of  1054  Inhab., 
overlooked  by  several  ruined  casUes, 
the  chief  of  which  is  Schloss  Bodmer^ 
one  of  the  numerous  castles  be- 
longing to  the  De  Salis  family, 
and  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Prattigau  (Bom.  Val  Part^nz).  The 
entrance  of  that  valley  is  through  the 
narrow  gorge  or  defile  of  Klus,  giving 
passage  to  the  waters  of  the  Land- 


quart,  a  furious  torrent  which  tra- 
verses the  valley.  This  pass  was  once 
commanded  by  the  castle  Pragstein, 
whose  ruins  are  still  visible  ;  a  wall, 
extending  down  to  the  Landquart, 
once  closed  the  passage  into  the  valley. 
The  vallepr,  20  m.  long,  abounds  in  fine 
scenery,  is  shut  in  by  high  mountains 
and  glaciers,  is  nowhere  of  any  ex- 
panse, but  rich  in  pasture-land,  and 
famed  for  its  large  breed  of  cattle. 
It  contains  a  population  of  about 
10,000,  who  all  speak  German,  though 
Romansch  was  the  language  down 
the  16th  cent,  and  the  names  of 
places  are  still  all  Bomansch.  The 
rt  or  N.  side  of  the  vallev  is 
occupied  by  the  Alpine  chain  of  the 
RhcBtikon,  which  separates  it  from 
the  Vorarlberg  and  from  the  vale  of 
Montafim.  Its  most  remarkable  sum- 
mits are  the  Falkniss,  overlooking  the 
Bhine,  the  Scesa  P^ona  (9207  ft.),  the 
highest  on  the  N.  side  of  the  valley. 
The  Ptf  Lincard  (11,420  ft)  and  other 
mountains  unite  this  chain  with  that 
to  the  N.  of  the  Inn,  which  forms  the 
division  or  watershed  between  the 
North  Sea  and  the  Euxine,  as  the 
Bemina  chain  on  the  S.  separates  the 
waters  flowing  to  the  Euxine  from 
those  flowing  to  the  Adriatic.  Seve- 
ral passes  leaid  N.  from  the  Prattigau 
into  the  Vorarlbei*. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Scesa  Plana 
(7136  ft.),  the  highest  peak  in  the 
Khsetikon  chain,  may  be  made,  but 
only  with  a  guide,  from 

aoewis  (Hotel  and  Pension  Scesa 
Plana),  situated  hish  above  the  vale  of 
the  Landquart  to  Sie  N.I 

The  road  ascends  on  tne  rt  bank  of 
the  Landquart  to  Sohiers  (Krone  Iwiy, 
and  then  crosses  to  the  L  bank  of  the 
torrent,  passing 

Jenatn  (Heims'  Tnn\  \  hr.  further 
is  •Niggli*s  Irm,  at  Pideriser  An.  The 
village  of  Fideris  stands  on  a  height 
2  m.  oif  the  road,  and  is  not  visible 
from  it. 

A  very  bad  road  leads  to  the  Botha 
of  Fideris,  2  m.  S.  of  the  village,  in  a 
wild  and  romantic  gorge,  not  unlike 
that  of  Pfllfiers.  The  baths,  considered 
eflicacious  in  chest  complaints  and  in- 
termittent fevers,  are  supplied  by  seve- 
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ral  alkaline  springs,  the  strongest  of 
their  class  in  Switzerland,  and  strongly 
resembling  Seltser  water.  The  visitors, 
almost  exclosiTely  Swiss,  are  received 
in  two  Bath-houses,  capable  of  lodging 
more  than  200  persons. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Baths 
is  quite  second-rate,  although  the 
baths  are  often  crowded  to  excess, 
and  the  landlord  has  made  a  fortime 
by  them  ;  however,  the  table-d'hote 
is'  well  supplied. 

On  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Landquart, 
opposite  Fideris,  rises  the  ruined  castle 
of  Castels,  which  was  stormed  and 
taken,  in  1622,  by  the  peasants,  armed 
with  sticks  alone,  from  the  soldiers 
of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand,  who  at 
that  period  wanted  to  make  himself 
master  of  the  passes  of  the  Grisons, 
to  extinguish  the  Protestant  religion 
in  this  country,  and  to  seize  and  banish 
its  ministers.  A  path  leads  S.  in  3-J 
hrs.,  over  the  mountains,  into  the 
SchalfikthaL 

The  carriage-road  up  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Landquart  traverses  a  romantic 
defile,  wooded  and  rocky,  and  through 
that  picturesque  village  of  old  houses. 

Kiiblis,  Instead  of  following  the 
old  road,  it  is  pleasanter,  though  not 
shorter,  to  take  a  path  near  the  village 
of  SenieiiSy  passing  the  Batha  ofSernetts 
(Tnn),  frequented  by  natives.  Very 
lair  accommodation  may  be  had  there. 
About  1  league  farther  is 

Klosters  (Inn:  llirsch^  a  scattered 
village  chiefly  of  new  houses,  named 
after  a  suppressed  Convent,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Landquart,  3700  ft.  above 
the  sea.  The  ch.  and  the  Hirsch  are 
at  Am  PkU.  The  valley  to  the  E.  is 
closed  by  the  Sclvretta  glacier. 

Hence  there  are  2  ways  :  —  a,  the 
direct  pass  over  the  Vet-eina,  8  hrs. 
good  walking;  guide  required,  b.  by 
the  Fliiela  pass. 

A  char  may  be  hired  for  5  frs.  to 
Davos  Pla7, 2i  hrs.  drive,  3^  hrs.  walk. 
It  turns  nearly  S.,  and  after  a  long 
ascent,  mounting  in  zigzags,  passing 
rt.  a  small  lake,  crosses  the  summit, 
and,  descending,  passes  1.  a  larger 
lake.  At  Dorfli  the  vi^ey  and  pass 
of  the  Fliiela  (Rte.iOO)  is  reached. 

Dacoa  Flaz,  in  Bte.  99. 
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PASS  OF  THE  8TRELA. 

«The  Schalfik  Thai  (before  the 
mouth  of  which  Coire  is  built,  on  the 
banks  of  the  PlessClr,  which  issues  from 
it)  leads  up  to  this  pass.  The  path 
runs  along  the  heights  on  the  rt.  of  the 
river  ;  and  after  a  continuous  ascent 
of  nearly  an  hour  from  Coire,  reaches 
Maiculers,  the  first  village  of  the  val- 
ley. The  Col  of  the  Strela  is  visible 
from  this  point,  but  7  hrs.  more  will  be 
required  to  surmount  it.  The  Schalfik 
Thai  is  a  very  extraordinary  val- 
ley. There  are  no  villages  in  its  bed : 
all  are  on  the  mountains,  at  a  vast  ele- 
vation above  the  Plessiir,  and  having 
apparently  no  communication  with  (me 
another.  From  Maladers  to  Lang- 
wiesen,  a  distance  of  nearly  5  leagues, 
the  path  can  scarcely  over  be  less  than 
1000  feet  above  the  river.  It  passes, 
on  its  way,  through  several  villages, 
occupying  tracts  of  ground  on  the 
tops  of  spurs  or  promontories  pro- 
jecting from  the  northern  mountains, 
and  divided  from  one  another  by 
lateral  ravines,  which  have  to  lie 
dipped  into  and  doubled  round.  To 
the  S.  of  the  river,  and  also  on  the 
W.,  where  the  Julier  road  runs,  the 
character  of  the  country  is  of  a  similar 
kind.  One  of  the  finest  views  of  the 
Schalfik  Thai  is  from  Calfreisen,  a 
village  with  an  ancient  tower  crowned 
with  trees.  The  snowy  mountains  of 
the  Kalfeuser  Thai  are  seen  through 
the  opening  of  the  valley. 

"  The  houses  in  the  Schalfik  Thai  are 
well  built  At  St.  Peter's  and  Lang- 
wiesen,  the  parsonages  are  marked  by 
inscriptions,  and  the  school-house  at 
Peist  has,  besides,  a  few  versos  on  its 
front. 

*'  Langtciesen  is  reached  in  5^  hours 
from  Coire  ;  in  2}  more  the  col  is 
gained,  the  last  half-hour  being  stiff 
work  in  zigzags.  The  height  of  the 
pass  is  nearly  7700  ft.    From  it  the 
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whole  coarse  of  the  Schaliik  Thai, 
the  Galanda,  the  Alps  of  the  Kal- 
feuser  Thai,  may  be  seen.  The  view 
in  the  other  direction  is  best  seen 
after  a  short  descent,  and  comprises 
all  the  summits  of  the  chain  towards 
the  Engadine,  from  the  valley  of  the 
Albula  to  the  Tyrolese  frontier,  in- 
cluding Pia  Linard  (11,420  ft),  over 
the  central  line  of  peaks  from  the  side 
of  the  Engadin. 

**A  steep  descent  of  an  hour  from  the 
Strela  brings  one  to  " 

JPlaz,  or  Davos  (Rom.  Tavoise,  be- 
hind). Inns:  H.  zur  Strela,  on  the 
hill,  very  fair  (whey  cure) ;  the  EatJi- 
haitSy  now  a  primitive  inn,  was  for- 
merly decorated  with  more  than -30 
wolves'  heads  slain  in  the  neighbour- 
hood— ^proof  of  the  prevalence  of  these 
animals.  A  wolf-net  (wolf-game)  is 
still  hung  up  here,  but  the  animals 
have  nearly  disappeared. 

The  Davos-thal,  below  Plaz,  retains 
its  pastoral  character  as  far  as  Glaris. 
Farther  down  it  is  much  contracted, 
and  at  Schmelzbodcn  were  formerly 
zinc,  lead,  and  silver  works. 

Davos  is  a  central  point,  towards 
which  many  paths  converge.  De- 
scending the  valley,  Frauenkirche,  the 
Badhaus  of  Spina,  and  the  village  of 
Glaris,  are  successively  passed;  and 
the  road  of  the  Albula  (Rte.  9:3)  may 
be  reached  at  Alveneu  in  less  than 
5  hrs.  by  a  char-road,  but  a  very  bad 
one,  more  fit  for  mules.  At  Alveneu 
begins  the  good  carriage-road  over 
the  Albula.  Pedestrians  bound  for  the 
Albula  Pass  should  avoid  Alveneu,  and 
inquire  for  a  path  leading  direct  to 
Pilisar.  The  Engadine  may  oe  reached 
by  the  Fluela  -Pass  (Rte.  100),  or  by 
the  more  laborious  pass  of  the  Scaletta, 
to  Scanfs  (Rte.  95)  in  10  hrs. 

The  way  to  Klosters  is  over  a  very 
low  and  easy  pass,  traversed  by  a 
good  char-road.  The  distance  is  about 
10  m.,  and  the  chars  (price  4  fr.)  take 
2^  hrs.  The  chalets  at  the  summit 
are  called  St.  Wolfgang.  In  ascending, 
the  road  passes  a  small  lake  called 
the  Davos  See;  on  the  other  side 
another,  still  smaller,  is  called  the 
Schwarze  See. 

Davos  am  Platz   to  Bagatz  is  a 


drive  of  6  hrs.  DiL  daily  at  10  a.m. 
through  Kublis  (where  it  stops  2  hrs. 
for  dinner)  to  Landquart,  a  station 
between  Chur  and  Ra^atz.  It  arrives 
in  time  for  the  last  train  to  Ziirich. 


ROUTE  100. 

PLAZ  TO  SUSS,  BY  THE  FLUELA  PASS. 

The  valley  leading  up  to  this  pass  is 
entered  at  Dorlii,  about  a  mile  above 
Plaz,  in  the  Davos  Thai.  The  path 
runs  on  the  rt  bank  of  its  stream 
nearly  the  whole  way,  crossing  to  the 
other  side  only  for  a  very  short  time, 
when  about  hiuf  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley has  been  traversed.  The  ascent 
is  easy  throughout,  and  the  path  dis- 
tinctly marked.  There  is  little  re- 
markable in  the  scenery,  which  is  of 
a  wild  and  dreary  nature.  There  is  a 
rude  Inn,  caUea  Tschuggen,  about 
2  hrs.  from  Plaz,  and  just  half  way 
to  the  summit.  The  summit  of  the 
Flilela  (7900  ft.)  is  a  small  plain  oc- 
cupied by  two  pools,  and  within  4 
hrs.  walk  from  Davos.  [The  Schwarz- 
horn,  which  separates  this  pass  from 
the  Scaletta  (Rte.  95^,  well  deserves 
ascent  from  here.] 

After  a  gradual  descent  for  a  time 
towards  the  S.,  a  wild  barren  valley  is 
overlooked,  running  down  from  ^V^  to 
E.  The  path,  crossing  the  river  and 
turning  to  the  1.,  is  conducted  along  the 
mountain  side  above  this  valley,  into 
which  it  descends  by  degrees.  It  then 
follows  the  1.  bank  of  the  stream  for 
4|  m.,  only  crossing  to  the  rt.  a  little 
distance  above  Siiss,  where  it  joins  the 
road  of  the  Engadine.  Siisa  is  a  good 
2^  hours'  walk  from  the  top  of  the 
Fluela.    (See  Rte.  95.) 

6i  or  7  hrs.  are  required  to  reach 
Stiss  from  Davos.  4  hrs.  from  Siiss 
will  take  tbe  traveller  to  the  Baths  of 
Tarasp. 
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Aa,  67, 108, 109 
Aar,  river,  9,  10,  if,  17,  77. 91, 
95, 96.  Source  of, 99.  Uladen, 

99- 

,  falls  of.  96 

,  Junction  of,  with  limmat 

andBeuM,  17 
Aaran,  16 
Aarberg,  9, 151 
Aarborg.  i| 
Abbaye,  x6j 
Abondance,  ool  d',  194 
Adda,  river,  180 
Adelboden,  129,  Ij6 
AdliswyU  47 
Aeggischhoro,    104.      Excur- 

aions  from,  106 
Aemen,  205 
Aesch,  7 
Aeschl,  81, 128 
Aflultem,  48 
Agaro,  205 
Agosaiz,  Professor,  hat  of,  99 ; 

museum  of,  15J ;  on  glaciers, 

9  16 
Agnes  of  Hungary,  17,  28 
Agriculture,  xlviii.  liil. 
Afgle,  l*.  14J,  187 
Airolo,  t2o 
Albert  of  Austria,  assassinated, 

17 
Albinen,  village  of,  ij2 
Albis,  34,  47 
Albisbrunn,  48 
Albrun  pos:?,  205 
Albnla    river,    256,  26^  271. 

PiASS,  2*71 

Aletsch  glacier,  104 

Aletschom,  125,  1)4 

Algaby,  Gallerie  d',  20a 

Air  Acqua,  209 

Alp  bum,  xlviii,  91 

Alpbach,  o| 

Alpe  Veglla,  206 

Alpensee,  224 

Alpenstock,  xxzlv 

Alpbie  travelling,  dangers  of, 

XXXV 

Alpinulo,  Julia,  i^o 
Alpnach,   66.      Lake   of,   66. 

Slide  of.  66 
Alps,  panoramas  of,  zzzrUi. 


AYSKCHE8. 

Near  views  of.  xxxiz.  Boads 
over,  1 

Alt  St  Jobann,  227 

Altels,  I  JO 

Altenberg,  76 

Altorf.  114 

Altstetten.  48, 211,224 

Alveneu,  271 

Amberieu.  164 

Ambuhl,  no 

Amden.  j8 

Amedeus  Vlli.  of  Savoy,  191 

Ammertenthal,  126 

Amphlon,  194 

Amsteg.  115 

to  Dtaentls,  249 

Andeer,  258 

to  Casaccia,  262 

Andelflngen,  28 

AnderLenk,  Xi6 

Andermatt,  117 

Anet  or  Ins,  i  $1 

Anniviers,  198 

Antigorio.  val,  208     * 

Anzeindu^,  196 

Appkmzkll  CA5TOK.  221.  Vil- 
lage, 224 

Appenzeli  *to  St  Oall.  224 

Arbedo,  122 

Arbon,  27 

Ardetz,  276 

Ardon,  192 

Arenenben,  24 

Argovie,  16 

Army  in  Switzerland,  xllz 

Amen,  lake  of,  14] 

Arnold  of  Brescia  at  Zurich,  32 

Arona,  197 

Arth,  41 ;  ascent  of  the  RIgi 
fh)m,  41 

Arve,  junction  with  the  Rhone, 


I7J 

Lttiug] 


Attiughausen,  109,  114 

Aubin,  St,  156 

Aubonne,  178 

Aue,  240 

Auf  der  Fltth,  castle  of,  107 

AufderFratt,  207 

Auftiau,  isle  of,  J5 

Augst,  20 

Aulph,  191 

Auvemler,  156, 161 

Atalakchbs,  Ixiil,  85, 97, 1x9 

Avouches,  149 


BATHS. 

Aven^n,  river,  195 
Avent,  195,  197 
Aventicum,  1^9 
Aversa,  val,  262 
Ayent  IJ7 

B. 

Baar,  40 

Bachalp,90 

Bachtel,  |6 

Bdden,  18 

Kidermoos,  X40 

Bale.i-« 

Balliswyl,  144 

Balmwand.  140 

Balzers.  221 

Bamaid,  views  of  Switzerland, 
xl 

Basel.  1-6 

Baslx,  I.  Cathedral,  2.  Coun- 
cil of,  2.  Dance  of  I)e;itb,  2. 
Collection  of  the  wurks  of 
Holbein,  1.  Public  Ubrary, 
4.  University,  4.  luth- 
haus,  4.  History,  5.  lUil- 
ways,  6.    Enviruns.  6 

Basle  to  Berae,  by  the  ISItinster- 
thai,  6 

by  rail,  15 

to  Scfaaffhausen  and  Con- 
stance, 19 

to  Soleure  and  Bicnue,  by 

rail.  9 

to  Luoeme,  12 

to  Zttrich,  16 

Basle  Campagne,  5 

Bassecourt,  9 

Baths  generally,  1 

BATH4— 

Alveneu,  271 

Andeer,  2$8 

Baden,  19 

Bernardino,  St.,  267 

Credo,  209 

Fideris.  281 

Gals,  221 

Grange  (Grenchen),  12  " 

Gumigcl,  142 

Heinrichsbad,  225 

Lavey,  189 

Leuk,  ij] 

Martlno,  S.,  27; 

Moritz,  St,  269 

Moigin,  194 
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BATHS. 

Baths — 

Nydelbad.  J5.         ^ 

Peiden,  251 

proffers,  114 

Pr&^.  le,  180 

Reichenbach,  92 

Rosenlani,  91 

Schintznach,  16 

Serneus,  282 

Stachelbei^.  216 

Welssenburg,  1  ^9 
B&tie,  caatle  of  la,  190 
Batttes— 

Arbedo,  X22 

Bodio,  121 

Buttisbolz,  15 

Dornach,  6 

Grandson,  i;6 

St.  Jacob,  6. 12 
I    Kappel,  48 

Laupen.  144 

llorat,  149 

MoTgarten,  230 

Nafels,  2^4 

Senipach,  14 

the  Trient,  190 

Zurich,  29 
Bears  of  Berne,  75 
BeatuB,  St^  79 
Beckenrled,  62,  67 
Becklstock.  237 

Bedretto,  val,  120,  209.    Ham- 
let, 210 
Bel  Air,  182 
— —  Alp,  107 
Bellalnna,  271 
Bellegardo,  164,  174 
Bellerive,  7 
Beilelay,  9 
Bellimona^  I12 
Beresal,  200 
Bergun,  271 

Bergunersteln  pass,  271 
Berlingen.  24 

Bernardino,  St,  pass,  265.  Vil- 
lage, 267 
Bkrkk,    72.     History  of,    76. 

Fountains,    7J.     Clock,  7J. 

Bernese  Alps,  74.    Minster, 

74.  Museum.  74.    Library, 

75.  Ctiaritable  Institutions, 
7$.  Bnndes  Kathbaus,  75. 
Bears,  75.  Promenades,  76. 
Passports,  76 

to  Thun,  77 

to  Lausanne  (andVevay), 

by  Freyburg,  144 
to  Lausanne,  by  Morat, 

X48 

•  to  Lucerne,  71,  7a 

toNeuchfitel,  151 

Bernese  Oberland,  the,  77 

Bemina  pass,  2';'7. 

Bertha,  queen  01  Burgimdy,  150 

Berthier,  Marshal,  156 

Bettelmatt,  207 

Bevers,  275.    Val,  271 

Bevalx,  156 

Bdvienx,  19; 

Bex,  X87 


BRETIEGB. 

Bex  to  Sion,  by  the  Diahlerets, 

195 
Beza,  Theodore,  172 
Biasca,  122 
Biberbrucke,  228 
Biberegg,  2?i 
Bieberist,  xx 
Bied.  159 
Blet,  8 
Bienne,  8 

•  to  Basle,  9 

to  Berne.  9 

to  Neuch&tel,  155 

to  Yverdun,  155 

Bienne,  lake  of,  155 

Bietst^hhom.  125 

Bifertenbach,  2J7 

Birertenstock,  237 

Bignasoo,  208 

Billiat,  164 

Binnen,  205 

Binnenthal,  205 

Birr,  18 

Sirs,   valley    of    the,   6,  12. 

Source  of,  8 
Bisi  Thai,  238 
Biyio.  or  Stella,  269 
Black  Forest,  20 
in  lize,  St.,  156 
I3lakensitock,  109 
Blnnkenbnrg,  castle,  140 
Blegno,  val,  122.  252 
Blinnen,  valley,  205 
Blonay.  cattle,  18; 
Blumlis  Alp,  125 
Boccarecclo  pass,  206 
Bocke,4o 
Boden  See,  26 
Bodio,  121 
Bodmenalp,  224 
Bodmer,  castle.  281 
Bogfay,  gorge  of,  109 
BoUingen,  140 
Bondergrat,  129 
Bondo,  castle.  272 
Bondoler,  val,  206 
Bonnivard,  185 
Bonstetten.  48 
Bormio,  276 
Botanical  gardens  :  Berne,  7J  ; 

Geneva,  168 ;  Zurich,  n 
Biitzlingen,  114 
Boudri,  156 
Bougy,  Signal  de,  179 
Boulders,  Ix,  8,  15J,  171 
Bouvcrct,  X94 
Bovaresse,  160 
Bnzlngen,  12 
Braroegg  pass,  71 
Braasus,  le.  164 
Braunegg,  castle  of,  18 
Bregaglia,  val,  261,  272 
•regcnz,  27,  221 

to  Coire,  220 

Breginzer  Ach,  221 
Bremgarten,  9 
Bren,  18^ 

Brenets,  lac  dcs,  161 
Bretaye,  144 
Bretiege,  151 


CAVAOLIA. 

Brieg,  199 

Brleux,  94 

,  lake  of,  94 

Briensergrat,  94 

Brigela.  24a 

Bristen,  249 

Bristenstoek,  65, 115 

Brotb&usi.  ti9 

Broughton,  grave  of,  182 

Broye,  river,  151 

Bnigg.  16 

Bruggen,  2x0,  225 

Bmnehilde,  quci^n,  X62 

Brilnig,  pass  of,  65 

Brunnen,  62 

Brusio.  280 

Bubikon,  i6 

Buchs,  21 1 

Buffalora  poaa,  276 

Bukten,  ij 

Bulle,  142 

Btimplats,  144 

Biintschi,  IJ9 

Bnochs,  67 .    G  ulf  of.  62 

Bnrckhardt,  birthphice,  5 

Burgdorf,  15 

Burglen,  114, 219 

Bnaeigny,  157, 179 

ButtishoUt,  15.  English  bar- 
row near,  15 

Busasch,  25; 

Bykon,  Lord^  his  description 
of  the  Alps  as  seen  from  the 
Jura,  xxxviii.  On  the  fall  of 
the  Rossberg,  55.  His  Swias 
tour,  87.  141.  Lines  on  the 
ossuary  of  Morat,  149.  On 
Ijake  Leman  in  a  calm,  X76. 
In  a  storm,  176.  Clarens,  x8?. 
Bounivard,  185.  Chillon.  185 


Ca  TV,  220 
Calfreisen,  282 
Calvary,  20} 

Caloin,  John,  at  Geneva,  X71 
Cama.268 
Camperio,  252 
Campfeer,  lake,  274 
Campo  Dolcino,  261 
Gaoaria,  val,  120.  251 
Canclano  pass,  280 
Ganicnl.  262 
Cardinel  pass,  260 
Caronge,  151 
Casaccia.  252.  27J 
Cassana,  vaU  276 
Castasegna,  272 
Caatelmur,  castle,  272 
Cathedrals- 
Basle,  2 

Berne,  74 

Coire,  218 

St.  Gall,  axx 

Geneva.  167 

Lausanne,  180 

Sion,  192 

Soleure,  10 

Zurich,  29 
CavagUa,  280 


INDEX  TO  SWITZERLAND. 


287 


CELERTHA. 

Celerina,  270 

CeTgoes,  St.,  I'lS 

Cbaam,  48 

Chablais.  19 1 

Chaises-k-porteurs,  xxvii! 

Chaldar,  Jean.  258 

ChAlete  and  pasturages,  Ull 

Challex.  164 

Chalaat.8 

Chambreltcn,  i  $8 

Champery,  194 

Champmont,  castle  of,  157 

Chandolio,  r}8 

Charles  the  Bold,  149,  i$6 

Charpentier   (the    naturalist), 

grave  of,  187 
Cbars-k-hanc.  xxiii 
Cbasseral,  8,  15$ 
Qifttean  d'Onx.  140 

to  Aigle.  142 

GhAtel  St.  Denis,  142 
Cbfttelard,  18} 
Cbamnont,  mont,  15 j 
Cbansse,  142 
Chaax  de  Fonds,  158 
CbaTonnes.  144 
Chavomay,  1J7, 162 
Cheeses,  Swiss,  140,  141,  142, 

160,215 
Cherasca  torrent,  206 
Cbeseanx,  182 
Cbesery,  col  de,  19  j 
Cht^leres,  144 
Cheville,  col  de,  195 
-— — ,  chAlets  of,  196 
Chexbres.  148 
CblamufT,  castle,  277 
Chlareggio,  27  j 
Chiavenna,  261 

•to  Spltigen,  261 

to  Sanuideii,  l^  the  Ma- 

loya,272 
Chiesa,  27  j,  280 
Chilton,  castle  of,  18$ 
Chlvel,  stream,  ij5 , 
Chrinen,  157 
ChnrfQrsten,  j8 
Clarens,  18  j 
Clariden  alps,  240 

Grat,ii5,2J7 

Clefen,  261 

Cluse,  la,  pass  of,  160 
Coblenz,  20 
CorRE,  2t8 

•  to  Pfeflers  baths,  218 

——  to  Disentlsand  Andemuitt, 

I7  the  Vorder  Kbeinthat.  246 
— -  to  Samaden,  by  the  Jn- 

Her.  26a  ] 
^—  to  Samaden  in  the  Enga- 

dlne,  by  the  Albala,  271 
to  Splugen,  by  the  Via 

Mala,  254 
^—   to    Chiavcnna,   by    the 

Spliigpn,  254 

to  SUss,  281 

to  Davot  Plaz  and  Klo- 

sters,  282 
Cologny.  19  J 
Columbler,  156 


DBfiDORENZE. 

Comballaz,  14} 

Concise,  156 

Conflons,  252 

CoKSTAKCK,  24.    Oreat  conncil, 

,  lake  of,  26 

,  steamers  on  the,  26 

•  to  Basle,  19 

•  to  Scfaaff  hansen,  23 

Conthey,  197 

Con  to,  monte,  272 

Convent,  158 

Conversion,  la,  148 

Coppet,  178 

Corcelles,  i$6»  158 

Comare,  249 

Corsler,  191 

Cortaillod.  x$6 

Coesonay,  157, 162 

Costume,  xlviii 

cote,  la,  179 

CoQcy,  Enguerrand  de,  defeat 

of,  15 
Conrreudelin,  7 
Court,  7 
Couvet,  160 
Coverdale,  Miles,  ja 
Cravepgia,  206 
Cresto,  262.  270 
Crdtininn,  Ixvil 
Creux  de  Vent,  x6i 
Crevasses,  Ivlii 
Crevola,  20J 
Criner  Furca,  208 
Criscbona,  St.,  6 
Oispalt,  249 
Cristaliina,  val,  252 
Croce,  Sta,  272 
Crodo,  200 
Croix,  col  de  la,  ij8,  14; 

,  Ste.,  157 

Croveo,  205 

CuUy.  183 

Culoz,  164 

Curaglia,  252 

Cure,! 

Custom-houses,  Swiss,  xl 


Dachsen,  28 

Dachsfeldcn,  8 

Dagmersellen,  14 

Dala,  river,  131,  ijj,  198 

Dance  of  Death,  2 

I^tschbach  waterfall,  109 

Dauben  See,  ijo 

Davos,  283 

Davosthal,  271 

Davy,  Sir  H.,  grave  of,  170 

Dazio  tirande,  120 

Dead,  lake  of  the,  99 

Decandolle,  grave  of,  170 

Delemont,  7 

Dent  de  Jaman,  pass  of,  141 

du  Midi,  194 

de  Morcles,  188 

de  Vaulion,  i6j 

Derborenze,  lake,  196 


ENGELBKItO. 

Devil's  Bridge,  115 

Devero,  val,  205 

Diablerets,  196 

Dlflvnlezza  Pass,  278 

Diemtigen-thal.  ijf 

Diessenbofen,  2j 

DietfurUi,  226 

Dietlkon.  lo 

Diligences  ta  Switzerlnnd.  xx 

Dill,  his  Panoramic  View^  of 

the  Alps.  76 
Diodati  Campagna,  174. 19; 
Directions  for    trarelling    in 

Switzerland,  (12 
Disentls,  241,  248 ;  abbey,  248 
— •  to  Beichenan,  246 
to  Olivone,  in  Val  Rlegno, 

by  the  Lukmanier,  251 
to    Andermatt,   by    tlie 

Oberalp,  248 

•  to  AmstefT,  249 

to  Airolo.  251 

DIsrutpass,  25? 

Distances  hi  Switzerland,  xvlii 

DUdi  berg.  237 

DOle,  mont,  mS 

Domdidier,  150 

Domleschg  valley,  255 

Domo  d'Oraola,  205 

Domach,  battle  of,  6 

Doul)s,  river,  158.     Saut,  158 

Donvaine,  19J 

Doveria,  202 

Dranse,   river   (in    Chablais), 

190, 191, 19J 
Dilbcndorf,  |6 
DUndengrat,  127 
Duma-thai,  24} 
Dttmten,  j6 
Dilrreoboden,  276 

£. 

Ebel.  grave  of,  31 

Ebenalp.  225 

Eblkon.  48 

Ebnat.  227 

Ebrodunum,  site  of,  157  ' 

Eck,  110 

Ecluse.  r,  fort,  174 

Eginentbal.  104,  207 

Egeri.  40.  LAke,  40,  2io 

Eigen,  2^8 

Eigher,  great,  88 

Klein,  88 

Einflsch-tlial,  198 
Einsiedeln  abbey.  228 
Ein^panner,  xNili 
Electric  telegraph,  xviii 
Elgg;  210 
Elm,  743 

to  PfefTers,  243 

to  Films,  243 

Emetten.  62 

Emme,  river,  8,  15.  72 

Emmenthal.  71 

Eugadine  described,  274 

Engc,  peninsula,  9 

Engelberg,  108 

to  Altorf,  108 
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ENGELHORNSB. 

EngelhSmer,  91 

Engbe,  76 

Engbi.  241 

English  war,  and  harrow,  15 

Engstlea  Alp,  iii 

EnUebuch,  71 

Eraamus'B   ffrave    and    tomb- 

atoue,  2.    ilesidence,  5     , 
Ergotz,  river,  ij.  20 
Erlach,  and  castle  of,  152, 155 

,  von,  9, 15 

Erlenbach.  96.  i?9 

Ernl(  Arnold),  (>j.  Birthplace,?© 

Entfeld.  109 

EnlQgen,  20 

Escher  von  der  Linth.  his  grave, 

ji.    Hb  woriu  on  the  Linlh 

and  lake  of  Wallensitadt,  j6. 

Monumental  tablet  to,  }^ 
Eacbolzmatt,  71 

Etiahorn,  104.  Excnnlonsfirom. 

106 
Etivaz.  val,  142 
EtzeU  mont,  227 
Rvechd,  V,  7 
Evian.  194 
Evionaz,  189, 195 
ExU-thal,  249 

F. 

FaidOk  121 
Fain,  val  de,  278 
Falkniss,  214,  216,  281 
F&rel,  the  Itefotmer,  171 
Fiitach.  240 
FKtachbaai  falls,  2i6 
Fanlhorn,  90 
Feistenberg,  264 
Feldbach,  24 
Feldkirch,  221 
Fellenberg.  M.,  9 
Felsonegg.  41 
Ferden.  i  J4 
Fermel-tbal,  ij6 
Ferney,  174 
Ferhlg-'n,  1  lo 
Feutersoey,  141 
Fideria  baths,  2B1 
Filisur,  271 

Fluster  Aarhom.  88.  99 
— —  Aorgchlucht,  95 

' Aar  glacier,  99 

Finstemmnz  pass,  274,  277 

Flora,  65,  iij 

Firn,  meaning  of.  Ivi 

Fishing.  6,  24,  186 

Fitznau,   45.     Ascent  of  the 

Klgi  from,  45 
Flamatt,  144 
FUi8cht)erg,  216 
Flawyl,  210 
Fleurier,  160 
Fiims,  2i4,  246 
Flimser  I>lrn,  244 
Floods,  Ixvi 
Flowers,  Alpine,  li 
Fine,  Nicolas  von  der,  67,  69. 

His  grave,  69.  His  retreat,  69* 


GEKEVA. 

Fluela  pass,  28J 
FloSlen,  65,  iij 

to  Bellinz<xia,  11 1 

Flumser  pass,  2j6 

F5bn  (wind),  lis,  2J5 

Foppa.  217 

Foppiano,  gorge  of,  208 

Forbes,  Professor,  1}  x6 

Forclas,  144 

Forcola  pass,  268 

Formassa  valley,  207.  Tillage, 

208 
Four  Cantons,  lake  of  the,  6x 
Frassinone  fall,  202 
Frauenl'eld,  |j 
Frauenkirche,  2Bj 
Frendenberg,  212 
Fbkybuko,    144.     Suspension 

bridges,  145, 146.    Csnton  of, 

146 
Friedricbshafen,  27 
Frobenius,  5 
Frohburg,  13 
Frutigen,  128 
Fratval,  208 
Furca,  pass  of,  99 
Pnrca  Horn,  100 
Furce  Kien,  or  Seefinen  Thai, 

127 
Fnrcala  pass,  26} 
FUrst,  Walter,  6;,  114 
Furtwang,  102 
Fuseli,  Ueniy,  jt 

O. 

Gibris,  223 

Gadmen,  96,  1x0 

Gadmenthal,  109 

to  Grimsel,  102 

Gais,  watering-place,  22| 

Galandaberg,  21O 

Galgenen,  J^ 

Gall,  St.,  210.  Manufactures, 
211.  Tradition  and  history. 
211.  Cathedral,  211.  Monas- 
tery, 212.    Library,  212 

toGalsand  Appenzell,  221 

to  Herlsau  and  Uznach, 

•  to  Zurich,  2x0 

Gallenstock,  icx> 

Garopel,  1)4 

GamschllUcke.  12$ 

Gamsen,  torrent,  198 

G&nsbrunnen,  7 

Ganther,  200 

Gardona,  262 

Gardoval,  castle,  275 

Gasteren,  129 

Gasteren-thal,  126,  129 

Ganli  Glacier,  loi 

Geissberg,  109 

Oemmi^  pass  of,  127 

Gemsistock,  ^J^ 

Gekeva,  164.  Situation  and 
appoanince,  i65-  I'lftn  of  the 
town,  166.  Cathedral.  167. 
Museums,  167, 168.  Library, 
168.    Botanic  Gsnien,    i6iB. 


GOJVDO. 

lUostrtoDS  luUiTes,  168. 
Mauufacturea,  x&8.  Convey- 
ances, 169.  I^ysicians  and 
shopkeepers,  170.  History, 
X70.  The  RefonnaUuD  in, 
X71.  llie  Escalade,  171. 
Ronasean,  172.  Environs . 
X72 

Geneva,  lake  of,  176 

•  to  Maoon.  1&4  ' 

to  Maztigny,  by  Tbooon. 

to  Yllleneuve,  by  Lau- 
sanne, 176 

Gental-thaUxio 

Geoige.  SL,  abbey,  2j 

Georges,  St,  164 

Gersati,  62.  Asoeut  of  the  RIgl 
from,  44 

Gessler's  castle,  54.  Death,  55, 
64 

Gessner,  the  poet,  birthplace 
otn 

,  naturalist,  blrthplsoe  of*. 

it 

Gessonsy,  ij8,  X40 

Gestad,66 

Gestig-thal,  xj8 

Giaoomo,  &ui,  206 

,  gorge  of,  26X 

Gibbon.  181 

Glebel-thal,  206 

Glessbach  falls,  94 

Gingough,  St,  194 

Glomico  (imis),  X2i 

GisU-FLuh,  x6 

Glaciebs,  Iv.  Extent  Ivt  In*' 
crease  and  diminution,  Ivi^ 
Movement  Ivti,  ixi.  Cre^ 
vasses,  Iviil.  Colour,  llx.  Mo- 
raines, lix.  Melting.  Ixil. 

of  Grlndelwald,  89,  90 

of  Roeenlaul,  91 

of  the  Aar,  99 

of  the  Bbone,  icxs 

of  the  .Al^ischhoni,  104 

Glacier  galleries,  2ox 

Glane,  148 

Glarls,  281 

GliLmisch  mountain,  2)? 

GlaruSt  2^5.  Conflagration  In 
1861,  2j5 

— •  to  Wesen,  214 

to  Stachclberg  baths,  2  j6 

to  Reichenau,  24) 

to  llanz,  244 

•   to    Schwytz,    by   the 

Klonthal  and  Muutta,  2jx 

,  vaUey  of,  i6,  234 

1  canton,  214 

Glatt-thal,  28,  |6,  210 

Glenner,  valley,  264 

Glcreme,  155 

Glion,  184 

Glys,  199 

GoUre,  Ixvii 

Goldau.  42,  55.  Ascent  of  the 
Rigi  fh>m,  42 

Goleze,  col  de,  192 

Gondo  gorge,  202 
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GOITDO. 

Ckindo  nllery,  20a 

village.  101 

Oonxen,  ^9 

Gorges,  Alptne,  zUl 

Oorgler,  8u  Aubin,  1 56 

OCscheiien.  102, 115 

Gotkard^St^ pan  of,  lit.  Hoe- 
pice  of,  119 

Gotteron,  river,  144.  Goige  of, 
■47 

QotOieben,  castle  ot  14 

Grafenort,  108 

Oiiiggl,io2 

GnndflOD,  156 

GmodvaU  7 

Grand  Vant,  148 

Grange  baths,  la 

Granbundeu.  219, 247 

GraoebOrner,  217 

Grains.  25  j 

Grancben,  12 

Grensacb,2o 

Grey  League.  219,  247 

Gries,  pan  of,  207 

Orimmi  pass,  135 

Griuuel,  bospioe  of  the,  97. 
P<U9  of,  95.  Sklnnlab  of, 
98.    Fines  to  or  tram,  loi. 

— —  to  Hospenthsl,  99 

—  to  the  iEggiachbom,  loa 

to  Meyrtogea,  xoj 

•^--  to  Brteg,  loj 
Grindelwald,  88 

to   Meyringen,    by   the 

Great  Scbeideck,  91 

to  Grimael,  xoi 

Grion,  195 

Grisoss,    language    ot     219. 

History  and  goyerument  of. 

219,  247 
Grotte  dee  F^  i6| 
GriitU  or  RlitU.  6i 
Gray^res,  141 
Grynao,  castle  of,  j6 
Gspaltenhorn,  126 
Gsteig,  81,  X17, 13B 
Gndin,  General.  98,  ii) 
GniDKS  in  SwitaerUmd,  xxy 
Gumihom,  81 
GttiDlneo,  148 
Gurexmittlerbach,  no 
Gnrf,  208 
Gurnlgel,  x^2 
Guttaneo,  96 
Gy8wyU69 


Haag.  227 

Habsbnrit  castle  of,  x8.    Neo, 

castle  of,  54,  61 
Hacken,  2jo 
Hahncnberg,  109 
Hahnenmoos,  129,  i)6 
Haldenstein,  castle,  217 
Hamtnerlln,  birthplace  of,  jl 
Handek,  falls  of  the  Aar,  96 
Harder,  80 

HssU,  or  Meyringen,  92 
Hanenstein,  Unter,  i  j 
Switz.'] 


[5if 


Hansen,^ 

Haut  de  Cry,  191 

Hauts  Geneveys,  158 

Hetden,  221 

Uelgbts  of  mountains,  lakes, 

and  passes,  $  19,  Ixix 
HelUgenkreutz,     hamlet    and 

valley,  205 
Heinricbsbad.  225 
Helleplatte,  96 
Hennies,  151 
HergiswyU  51 
Herlsau,  226 
Herrenreati,  109 
Heriogenbaehsee,  9^  15 
Hindelbank.  15 
Hluter  Rhein  thai,  24a,  246^ 

266.    Village,  266 
Htatory,  xlv 
Hocbborn,  134 
Hochsttickli,  2io 
Hof,  loi 
HofWyl,    agricultural   tnstlta- 

Uon.9 
Hohenkasten.  2Xj,  225 
Hobenklingen,  castle  of,  21 
Hohenrain,  26 
HobentwieU  21 
Holbein  —  coUection    of    his 

drawings  at  Basle,  |.    Anec- 
dotes of, } 
Hollow  Way,  54 
Hombuig,  castle  of,  xj 
Horgen,  I5, 40 
Horses  and  mules  In  Swltser- 

land.  xxvii 
Hospice  air  Acqua,  209 
Hospital,  or  Hoepentbal,  ico, 

XX8 
Hugi,  ProfesMf,  but  of.  99 
Hundsalp.  110 
Hundswyler  Tobel,  226 
Hunenberg.  Henry  von;  41 
Hilningen,  6 
Hnnnenflue,  82 
Husbandry,  Swiss,  xlvlii 

,  school  for  practical,  9 

Hubs,  John, his  prison,  2i,M>  25 
Hutten,  Dbric,  burial-plsoe,  J5 


Ibach,  60,  2J2 

Iberg,  castle,  226 

IfBgen,  i;6 

Ifflgenbacb,  i)6 

Ifflgen-thal,  xj6 

Hans,  246 

to  Olivone,  25f 

*  to  Spltigen,  261 

Ilfls  river,  ni 

lilies,  val  a',  19),  X94 

Im-Abechwung,  99 

Im-Boden,  96 

Im-Grund,  96 

Im-Hof,  96 

Im-Locb,  207 

Immensee,  4X,  5$.    Ascent  of 
I     the  Rigl  from.  43 
[  Im-Saas,  102 


KERNS. 

Im-Selden,  126 

Inden,  133 

Innt  valley  of,  274 

,  river,  263,  270^  273 

Inns  of  Switaerlsnd,  xxviil 
Ins,  15X 

iMTEELAKKir,  8o 

to  Lauterbmxmen,  Bi 

•  to  Thnn,  78 

to  Brienz,  93 

to  Sion  or  Sierre,  X35 

Intschl.  XX5 
Inundations  of  the— 

Alpbach,  93 

Dranae,  X91 

Emme,  72 

Lauibadi.  69 

Unth,  36 
Imis,  X2I 
IselU,  203 
Isenthal,  65 
IsolAcda,  279 
Italy,  approach  to^  aoi 
Itxnang,  24 
Ivoune,  175 


Jacob.  St,  battle  oi;  6,  la 

Jan)an,i4i 

Jauchll  pasfl^  71 

Jaun,  140 

—  valley,  140 

Jazer  Alp,  244 

JenatE,  281 

Jerome  of  Prague,  his  prison, 

24 
Jesuits,  146 
Jocb,  pass  of  the,  xio 
Joltanont,  X51, 155 
Jorat,  X51, 182 
Joux,  chAtean  de,  x6q.    Lao 

de,  163 
Jouxplane,  col  de,  193 
Juir,  263 
JtUier  pan,  268 
Jungfrau,  87 
Jtarot  6, 153,  X56 

valley,  12 

Justls-thal,  79 


Kaien,  aaj 
Kaisentuhl,  69 
KaUnda,  ai6 
Kalfeuser^thal,  ax7 
Kamadra,  253 
Kamor,  213,  225 
Kander  river,  78,  X28,  X36 
Kandersteg,  129 
Kappel,48.    Battle  of,  48 
Katherinetbal,  23 
KatscbaraulB,  241 
Katzenstrick.  230 
K&Uis,  255 
Kehrbachl,  207 
Keith,  marshal.  i$6 
Kemble,  John,  grave  of,  i8a 
Keremenborg,  235 
Kems.68 
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KEBSTBLEN-THAL. 

Kerstclen-thal.  ii$ 
Klpnhols,  94 
Kienthal,  117,  128 
Xinzlg  Kalm,  2j8 
Kippel,  116,  f  14 

to  Kaodereteg,  ijj 

Kirchet,  95 

Klstengrat,  142 

Klauaen  paas,  240 

Kiplne  Emme,  vallej  of,  'Ji 

Kleiner  TMI,  241 

Kleinthal.  241 

Kltmsenhom,  $j 

KU$Dsee,  2n 

KlSnthal.  23 i 

KloBters,  282 

KXva,  115.140,281 

Knapsack,  xxxlv 

Knox,  Jobn,  17X 

Kcepftaach,  j6 

KUnigafelden,  17 

Konolfingen,  72 

Kosciusko,  IX 

Kracbenthal,  115 

Krauchtbal,  241 

Kray  Alp,  225 

Kreutzboden,  i|8 

KreuzU  pass,  249 

Kreozlingcn,  26 

Kriog  Alp,  205 

Kri(>nz,  52 

KrisUoch,  51 

KUblls,  282 

Kumbels,  25; 

Kiinkels  pass,  217 

KiirfUrsten,  ^8 

Knrs,! 

Kttssnacht,  ^4,  54.    Ascent  of 

the  Klgi  from.  41 
Kyburg,  castle  of,  28 


Laax.  107 

Lachen,  17,  227 

Ladders,  Tjeitcrn,  i}2 

Lakes    of     Switzerland,     xl. 

Heights  of,  Ixix 
Landenberg,  68 
Landcron,  i;6 
I^iandquart,  217,  281,  28? 
Langhans,  Mad.,  monument,  15 
Langnao,  71 
Langwiesen,  282 
Lanzada,  280 
Latrobe,  119,  i6x 
I^ttenbocb,  ii$ 
Laubeck.  castle  and  gorge,  140 
liauberhom,  87 
Lauenen.  197 

to  Gsteig,  1^7 

Laufelflngen,  n 
Laiifen,  castle  of,  if,  28 
Lauffenburg,  20 
Lauffen.  7 

Lauibach.  torrent,  69 
Laupcn.  battle  of,  144 
Lausannb,  179.  Cathedral,  180. 
.    GasUc,  180.     MuMttin,  x6i. 


LONZA. 

House  of  Gibbon,  x8i.  Nelgfa- 

bourhoud,  181. 
Lausanne    to  Villeneuve,    by 

Vevay,  182 

*  to  FreybOTg,  147 

•  to  Berne,  by  Morat,  148 

•  to  Geneva,  176 

•  to  Yverdun,  155 

Lanteraar  glacier,  99. 101 
Lauteraaraattel.  xo] 
Iiauterbmnnen,  82 

upper  valley  of,  8 1 

to  Grindelwald,  84 

to  Kippel  or  Kandersteg, 

by  the  Tscblngel,  124. 
-—  to  Kandersteg.  by  the  See- 

flnen  Furke  and  Dttndengrat, 

126 
Lavater,  birthplace  ot  29.  J2. 

At  Ober-Rieden,  J5.     Death 

of,  )i 
Lavey  bath,  189 
liavln,  276 

I>ebendue,  lake  and  valley,  ^05 
Lecherette,  142 
Lecourbe,  General,  61, 109,  i  x  j, 

116,  266 
T^eitem,  ij2 
Leman,  lake,  176 
Lcnk,  ij6 

to  Lauenen,  117 

Lenz,  271 

Leuk,  batht  cf,  xji.     Village 

of,  1)3 
Leventina,  val,  120 
Libraries — 

Basle,  4 

Berne,  75 

Cotre,  218 

Engelberg,  108 

St  GaU.  212 

Geneva,  168 

Neuchatel,  i$i 

Schaffhausen,  23 

Zoffliigen,  X4 

Zurich,  }X 
Lichtensteig,  226 
Lichtenstein,  221 
Liesthal,  i).    Slangfater  of  the 

men  of  Basle  at,  12 
Limem  Alp,  241 
Llmmat  river,  17,  29 
Llnard,  Pis,  281 
Llndau,  27 
Linth.     valley  of.  214,    aj6. 

River,  14,^6,2^4 

Colony,  J7. 

Lioson,  lake,  142 

Lira,  260 

Llseme,  X92, 197 

Livigno,  valley  and  village,  276, 

LQchliberg,  265 
Locle,  X59 
I>%che,  i;i,  iij 
I>uffelhom.  104 
Loges,  col  des,  i$8 
Ixthnkntscher,  Swiss,  xxil 
Loison,  Gen.,  1x0, 111, 116 
I  Lunza,  river,  X14 


MA88SNA. 

LoTse,  river,  48 

Ix)8taUo,  268 

Lotschs&ttel,  204 

U)tschberg,Xj4 

Liitschthal,  125,  XI4 

Louis- Phil^pe,  254 

Lowerti,  58 

Luoendro,  lake,  1x9 

Luoens,  f5i 

LucKRKB,  48.  Plan  of  the  town, 

49.  Bridges.  $0.      ArKual, 

50.  Thorwaldsen's  Uon,  52. 
Steamen,  52.  Lake,  52. 
Sketch  -  map,  51.  Mount 
Pilate,5J. 

to  Scfawyts,  54 

to  FluSlen,  60 

to  Meyrliigen  or  Brlenz, 

65 
to  Berne,  by  the  Entle- 

bnch,  71 

to  Berne,  by  railway,  7a 

,  lake  of,  60 

Ludlow,  grave  of,  x82 
Luggage,  xxil 
Lugnetz-thal,  259.  264 
Lngni.  Uke,  273 
Lnkmanier  paaa,  291 
Lungem,  lake  of,  69.  Draining 

of.  69 

,  village  of,  70 

Lnnghlno,  monte,  261 

Lusgen  Alp,  X07 

Lutemeso,  71 

Lntachine,  river,  82 

Luziensteig,  216 

Lyons    or    Bfaooa  to  Genevm 

(rail).  164 
Lysa,  9,  X5X 

X. 
Maodonald,  Marshal,  160 
Maderan  valley,  1x5,  217,  249 
Madrano,  251 
Madnlein,  275 
Magdalene,  St.,  grotto,  X47 
Maira,  somrce  of,  261 
I  MaladcuBk  282 
Malana,  281 
Malleray,  8 

Maloggia  or  Maloya  paas,  17J 
Maps,  xxxii 
Marat,  birthplace^  156 
Margarethen,  Su,  21 1 
Maria,  Sta.,  pass,  25X 
Maria  sum  Schnee,  43 
Maijelen  lake,  105 
Martigny,  190 
*to  Geneva,  by  ThoooD, 

Martinet,  glacier  of*  x88 
Martino,  S.,  27} 
Martinsbruck,  277 
Martinsdniok,  89 
Martlnsloch,  89,  244 
Masino,  val,  27  i 
Masox,  267 
Massa  torrent,  toy 
Massena,  48,  98,  xii,  an 
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MATT* 

Matt.  24? 
Matten.  i;6 
MiitU-thal,  2o6 
Maupttrtui&'  tomb.  7 
Maarioe.  St^  in  V«lai«»  189 
Mayen.  ixo 
Mayenfeld,  217 
Mayen-R^UM.  xio 
Mayeothal,  no.  115 
Majonwand,  09 
Measures,  zvl 
Medelser  Thai,  251 
Mt'dessimo,  261 
Meggenhorn,  61 
Meglisalp.  225 
Meilen,  i5 
Meillerie  rocks,  194 
Meinaa,  island  of.  26 
Meira  ralley,  261 
Melchflee.71 
Melchtbal,  70 
Mels,  i9,  24? 
Mesmer,  birthplsoe^  24 
Mettenberg,  89, 99 
Meyringm,  92 

to  Interlaken.  91 

to  Hfispcnthal.  95 

to  Waaen,  109 

to  Engelberit  no 

MleviUo.  190 

Minidunum,  t$i 

Mlsoeco.  village  and  valley.  267 

Moesa  river.  122.     Source   or. 

266 

.  faU  of  the.  267 

Moesola,  lake.  266 

Mol^son,  141,  141 

Molina,  269 

Mollis,  2)4 

Monch.  88 

MUuchsattel.  xo$,  xo6 

Monetier.  17? 

Money,  Svrias,  zvl 

Mons  Angelorum,  108 

Monia&g,  264 

Montbovon.  141 

MoDthey.  194 

Moutralrall.  151 

Montreox,  184 

Montriond,  19; 

Moraines,  li< 

Morast,  207 

Moral  (Murten).  148;   battle 

of,  149 ;  lake  of,  149 
Mercies.  Dent  de,  188 
Horgarten,  battle  of.  2iO 
Morge  river,  ii8,  197 
Mon^enberg,  81 
Merges.  179 
Morgin,  194, 195 
Morill,  107 
MoriU.  St..  269 
Momex.  in; 
Mortiratsch  glacier,  278 
Morzlne,  19; 
Moschelboin,  266 
Mosises,  lt>s,  142 
Motiers  Travers,  180 
Moudon  (Milden),  151 
Moulios.  140 


.V}RDKRWALD. 

Mountains,  heights  of.  Ixix 
Moutiers  Grandval,  7 

.  val,  6.  7 

Mtthlehom,  i8 

Miihle8talden,io2 

MQhlinen.  82.  128 

Mules,  xxvii 

MUUheim,  a 

Miincheiibuchaee,  9 

Mlinchwyier.  149 

Munnoth,  castle  of*  23 

Miinsiogen.  77 

Miinster.  In  Upper  Valala,  104. 

207 
Mttnsterlingen,  17 
Httnster-tbal,  6,  7 
Muotta.  60, 62,  2}l 

toGlarus,  2ji 

to  Stacbelberg,  2i8 

to  Altorf.  aj8 

Muottarthal.  2)2 

Murcbison.  Sir  R.,  rMearches 

at  (liUinlngen,  X4 
Muretto  pass,  271 
Murg,  river,  jj 

.  village.  38 

Miirren,  8| 
Marten,  148 
MUrtschenstock,  i8 
Museums — 

Basle,  3 

Berne.  74 

Geneva,  167,  168 

Ijausanne,  181 

Neuch&tel.  is 3 

Soleure,  10 

Zurich.  31 
Muslin  manufacture.  28.  an, 

212 
Miithhom,  125 
MUtten.  2J2 
Mythenberg,  230 

N. 

NSfelfl,  battle.  2J4 

Naiilkon.  16 

Narexen,  245 

Narrenbach,  135 

Nase,  79 

Naterg,  107 

Naiidera,  277 

Neblkon.  14 

Nesslau.  227 

Nesthom,  12$.  114 

Nbuchatbl  (Ifenenburg).  192. 
Palais  Rougemont,  15}.  Lake 
oti$2,  I5$>  Rerre  h  bot,  151 

to  La  Chauz  de  Foods  and 

Locle.  158 

•  to  Berne.  151 

to  Yverdun,  155 

•  to  Pontarlier,  160 

N^eueneck,  144 

Neuhaus,  79 

Neuhauseu.  20 

Neuveville,  155 

N^vtf,  meaning  of,  Ivl 

Nicholas,  St..  ix 

Niederwald,  104 
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Niesen.  77, 128.   A«c8niof,  78, 

128 
Nodz.8. 155 
Noiraigue,  161 
Nolla,  torrent,  255 
Noees,  the,  61 
Nothwyl,  15 

Notre  Dame  des  Eremites.  228 
Noxon  river,  162 
Niifenen  (Noveoa).  pass  of.  209 
Nydau,  8,  155 
Nydelbact  baths  of.  3$ 
Nyon,  X78 

0. 

Oberaar  Gletschcr.  99 
Oberaiiijochpaas,  loa 
Ober-Albls,  47 
Oboralp.  pass  and  lak^  249 
Obcr-Gcsteln.  104 

to  Dorao  d'OesoUf  207 

to  Airolo,  209 

Ober-Halbstein.  269 

Oberhauaenbach,  torrent,  259 

Oberied.  21  j 

Oberkirch,  36 

Oberland.  Bernese,  77 

Obermatt.  110 

Obem  MalfOsSss.  216 

Ober-Rieden,  3$ 

Oberataffel.  2J7 

Oberwald.  loj 

Obstalden,  235 

Ochsenberg,  in 

Ochsenblanke,  217 

Oclisenstock,  2)^ 

Octodurus.  site  of.  190 

Oderdorf,  18 

(£hningen.  quarries  of,  2} 

(Eachinen.  valley  of,  127.  129 

(Katadten.  19 

Oldenhorn,  138 

Olivone.  252 

Olloii  St  Tryphon,  187 

Olten,  13 

Omeinaz.  lake  of.  142 

Orbe,  157, 162.    Source  of  the, 

i6j.    Town,  162 
Ormonds.  les.  valley  of,  X41 
Oron  le  CMtelet.  148 
Ortensteln,  255 
OsaoLa.  val  d'.  203 
Ouchy,  X79 

P. 

Panlz.24( 

Panixer  pass,  244 

Pantenbrttcke.  an 

Pbracelsus,  birthplace,  230 

Paradies,  23 

Paris,  xi 

Poftes  of   the  Alpg,    zlii.   L 

Heights  of,  Ixx 
Passports  in  Switzerland,  zi, 

76 
Pastrycooks  (Gngadme),  274 
Pasturages.  Uii 
Payeme,  150 
Pedenos.  valley.  276 

0  2 
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PEDESTRIAN. 
Ftodestrian  travellen,  hints  to, 

Peiden,  2$| 

Pennilncoft,  x86 

Perdatsch,  2$2 

Perte  da  RhOne,  164, 174 

Pestaloszi,  15,  18,  157.    Birth- 

plaoe,  12 
PeterliDgen,  i$o 
Peter^B  Grst,  12$ 
Peter's  Plaz.  264 
Peter's.  St^  Thai,  253 
Pefcerahaiuen,  24 
Pf affenspmni^  115 
Pfaffen  wand.  Ill 
Pfafflken  See^  j6 
PmiBkon,  227 
Pfitfbbs  Bathb,  214 

convent.  216 

Piynn,  198 
Pianazn)^  261 
Pierre  h  hot,  i$i 
Pierre  k  voir,  191 
Pierre  Pertols,  8 

,  St.,  Isle,  155 

Pilate,  mount,  51.     Supersti- 

tion  concerning,  sj 
Plllon,  ool  de,  x;8, 141 
Plora,  251 
Plotella,  forest,  120 
Piscfadella,  279 
Plumegna  waterfall,  121 
Pis  Beveren,  255 
Plz  Longuani,  278 
Piz  Linard,  281 
Piz  Rosein,  241 
Plan  des  Isles,  14) 
Planta  family,  275 
Platalva,  217 
Platta,  252 
Flatten,  1J4 
Platteuberg,  241 
Platz,  26$,  28i 
Plaz,  264.  28} 

to  Sttss,  28j 

Plessflr,  river,  282 
Pleurs,  261,  272 
Pommat,  207 
Pont,  Le  (Joux),  i6j 
Pontarlier,  160 

to  NeuchAteL  160 

Ponte  or  Punt»  in  Engadine,  272, 

Poute,  ch&lets.  20$ 
Pontresina,  valley,  277.  Village, 
278 

to  Bormlo,  279 

Population,  xUii 

Porters,  zxvU 

Posting  in  Switzerland,  xlx 

I'ragel  pass.  2ij 

Priittigau,  281 

Premaglio,  279 

Premia.  208 

Pres^.  le.  280 

Presta,  160 

Pully,  182 

Pultmenga,  castle,  248 

Punt,  272,  275 

Poachiavo,  280 


BIBDTW7L, 


Qnarten,  ^8 
Qulnten,  St.,  j8 


Rabbinsa.  269 
Radolfszell,  ij 
Ragatz,  214 

to  Sttss,  281 

Railways,  xxiv 

Ramln  Orat,  241 

Ramosdi,  vale,  277 

Rvift,7o 

Ranz  de  vacbes,  xlvtU 

Rappen,  valley,  205 

RapperschwyC  j6.    Bridge,  J5 

Ratertcbsboden,  96 

Rauraoorum,  Augusti^  site  of, 

20 
Rawln,  1 17 

Rawyl,  pass  of,  13  $1 1;6 
Realp,  IOC 
Realt,  castle,  256 
Rechingen,  104 
Reding,  Aloys,  59,  6j.  2ji 
Regglo,  268 
Reichenan,  ih  246,  254 

to  Splttgen,  265 

,  island  of,  24 

Reichenbach,  Qi,  92, 128 

,  castle  01,  9,  16, 

,  fiUls  of,  92 

,  baths  of,  92 

Reiden.  14 

Reidenbach,  140 

Rekingen,  205 

Remus.  277 

Rennendorf,  7 

Resti,  castle  of,  91 

Reucbenette,  8 

Reuses  the,  156, 160.  Source  of, 

160 
Reuss,  river,  15,  17,  48, 50, 109, 

115,  X19.    Valley,  113 
Rhtetikon,  281 
Rbehieck,  2ii 
Rheinfelden.  20 
Rheinwald,  260 
Rhikb  at  Basle,  i.    Junction 

with  the  Aar,  20.     Falls  of, 

near  Scha£fhausen,  21.     At 

Mayenfeld,  217.    Sources  of, 

259,  266 
Rhoden,  221 
RudKH,  source  and  glacier  of, 

xoo 
—  at  Geneva,  165 

.Junction  with  Arve,  17 j 

,  PPrte  du.  164,  174 

— » at  Martigiiy,  191 

,  valley  of  tbe,  186, 194 

Richetii  pass,  241 
Richterswyl,  1$ 

toSchwytz,  227 

Riddes,  191 
Rieder  Alp,  to6 
Riedem,  2)i 
Riedtwyl,  15 


BUZ. 

Rifle-BhooUng,  xllx 
Rioi,the,4i.    Modes  of  ascent, 

42.    Stations,  42.    N.  D.  des 

Neiges     and     Hospice.  4;. 

Mud-torrent.  44.     Kaltbad, 

44.      Sisters'   Fountain,  44. 

Summit,  45.    Kulm  inn,  49. 

Panorama  fh>m  summit.  46. 

Spectre  of,  47.    Accidents  on 

the  summit,  47 
Rigi.  ascents  of  tbe— 

from  Goldau,  or  Arth,  42 
„    Immeniee,  41 
p    Kflssnacht,  41 
„    Weggis.4J 
„    Ger8aii,44 
„    Fitznau,  45 
RIgl  Vaudols,  184 
RlpaiUe,  193 
Riseten  pass,  242 
Ritter,  pass,  206 
Robenhausen,  )6 
Roche  Fendue,  la,  159 
Rofla.  259 
RoUe,  178 
Romainmotier.  162 
Roman  remains,  17,  t8,  19,  20, 

167 
Bomantch  language,  219 
Romanshom.  27,  jj 

to  Zurich,  ij 

Romont.  148 
Rongella.  258 
Rorecbach,  27,  2I2 

toCoire,  212 

to  Gals,  221 

Rosa,  la,  279 

Roeana,  val,  278 

Rosegg.  glacier,  278 

Rosehi,  val,  241 

Roseulaui,  91 

Rossa,  col  della,  205 

Rouberg,faU  of  Ae,  55-58 

RossilloD,  164 

Rosiilniire,  140 

Rothenthurm,  2?o 

Rothhom  of  Brienz,  94 

Rothkrcutz,  48 

Rotom,  lake,  251 

Rotsberg,  castle  o/,  66 

Rougeroont,  140 

Rauueau  on  the  lake  of  Bienne, 

155.      At   Motiers  Travers, 

161.    At  Geneva,  172.     At 

Vevay,  18  j 
Rousses,  les,  164 
RoiTTics.  Skrletox,  xi 
Roveredo,  268 
Ruaras,  248 
Rudenz,  von,  9 
Rue.  148 
Ruete,  15 
Rngen,  80 
Rulfi,  247 
Rumonsch,  219 
Ruppen.  21 J 
RUschlikon,  35 
Rtttli,  6) 
Riu,  val  de,  158 
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8AANE. 


Saane,  river,  ijS,  140^  14Z,  145, 

Saanen  (QeaaoDBj\  ij8, 140 

to  Slon,  ijS 

Slldiliigeii,  20 
Saclueleti,  69 
Saftve,  mmit,  17) 
Sallenche,  waterftOl.  190 
Salt-mines,  187 
Samaden,  170 

to  Naoden.  174 

to  Tlrano,  177 

SaDd-Alp  pass,  2J7 
Sandbach  river,  217 
Sand  Grat,  241 
Sonetach,  pait  of^  ij8 
Sardona,  217 
Sargaas.  J9,  2x4 
Samen,  68.    Lake  of,  68 

• to  Engelberg  or  Meyrin- 

^  gen,  70 
Sattli.  pass,  11 1 
8augeni.7 
Saut  du  Doaba,  i;8 
Saovabellin,  forest,  181 
Savien  Thai,  265 
Savieae.  Z19 
Saxon-les-Baina.  191 
Scaletta  pa»,  276 
Scanfs.  275 
Scarl-thal,  277 
Soesa  Plana,  281 
Scewis,  281 
Sees,  valley,  J9 
Schabsieger  cheese,  215 
Schachen,  71 
Schiichenthal,  114.239 

SCHAFFHAUSKir,    22.       Falls  Of 

the  Rhine,  21 

•  to  Baale,  19 

to  Constance,  2J 

to  Ziirich,  28 

Schafloch  cave,  79 
Schalbet,  200 
Schalflic  Thai,  2f  8,  282 
Scbams,  valley,  257 
Scheideck,  leader,  85 

,  great,  91 

SchelUnen,  116 
Scherelingen,  77 
Schienhom,  IJ4 
Schiers,  281 
Schilthom,  8i 
Schindelezi,  227 
Schinner,  Matthew,  iji,  192 
SckinUmadi  baUUt  16 
Schlieren,  19 
'Scbraadribach.  8? 
Schmeizboden,  28i 
Schmerikon.  j6 
SchSlIinen,  115 
Schoiibrunn,  40 
6cb5negrnnd,  226 
Schreckhorn,  88 
Schreyenbach  tails,  2i6 
SchnK  276 
Schiipren,  9 
Schwanau,  castle  of,  59 


8ISELEN. 

Schwarenbach,  129 
Schwartzhorn,  91 
Schwarts  See,  142 
Schwane  See,  281 
Schwlng-Festo,  xlix,  71, 9J 
SchvyytttS9 

•  to  Einsiodeln,  227 

to  Olarus,  hj  the  Mootta- 

thal,  2;i 
Schyn  pass,  2$6 
Schynlge  Platto,  81 
Seedorf,  ici 
Seefluen-thal,  126 
Seelisberg,  63 
Seewen,  59 
Segnes  pass,  241 

Spitz,  244 

Seilbach,  92 
Selbsanft,  237 
Selva,  249 
Sembranchler,  191 
Sempach,  14 

,  battle,  14 

,  lake,  14 

Sempione,  191, 197, 199.  201 
Sennhtttte.  liv 
Sennwald,  21 1 
Sense,  stream  of,  144 
Sentls,  225 
Sepey,  14? 
Septimer  pass,  261 
Serneus,  282 
Sernft-thaU  24} 
SerranI,  river,  164 
Serri^res,  slen  of,  156 
Servetns,  death  of,  171 
Sewelen,  21  i 
Seznuuian,  249 
Seyon,  gorge  of,  1^4 
Seynel,  164 
SUer8,ij|.  198 
Sidelhom,  99 
Sidll  alp.  100 
Slerre.  ij^,  198 
Siex,  Porte  da,  194 
Signal,  the,  47 
Signau,  72 
Sihl,  river,  19,  32,40,47 

-,  vale,  48 
Sihlbrilcke.  40 
Silberh»rner,  88 
Sillnen,  115 

Sils,  village  and  lake,  271 
Silva  Plana,  269,  274.    Lake, 

274 
Simmen,  sonrce  of,  136 
Simmeneck,  castle  of,  140 
Simmenthol,  115, 119 
SivpLOK  ROAD,  i9i,  197, 199 

hospice,  201 

village,  201 

Singen.  ij 
Siou,  192 

*  to  Bex,  by  Dlablerets,  199 

to  Domo  d'Oasola,  hy  the 

Simplon,  197 

•  to  Thun,  by  the  Ra wyl,  i  j  5 

•  to  Saanen,  by  the  Sa- 

netsdi,  138 
81iielen,i5i 


STEIN. 

Siflsach,  t| 

Sitten,  192 

Sitter,  valley,  210.    River,  riss 
of,  224 

Skeleton  toars,  zlil 

Slate-quarries  in  the  Flatten* 
berg,  24} 

Slide  of  Alpnach,  66 

Snow-line,  Ivi 

Snow,  red,  Ix 

Snow-storms,  Izvl 

Soazza,  267 

Sodtft^  de  Dtmanche.  xlvfl 

SoLKCRB,  10.  Cathedral,  clock- 
tower,  arsenal,  museum,  10 

to  Bienne,  12 

•  to  Basle,  9 

Solothum,  10 

Somvix,  248 

Sonceboz,  8 

Soudrio,  27  j 

Soulalez,  195 

Soyhikre,  7 

Spectre  of  the  Rigl,  47 

Speer,  )^ 

Spetcher,  222 

Spietz,  castle  of,  79 

Spietawyler,  79 

Spina,  283 
Spiringen,  240 
Spitze,  240 
Spl&gm,  pass,  259 
SplttgeiL  259 

to  llanz,  26j 

»  to  Coire,  259 

to  Bellinzona,  26  j 

to  Chiavenna,  259 

Staad,  1)8 
Stachelberg  baths,  216 

to  Brigels,  by  the  Klsten- 

grat,242 

to  Altorf.  240 

— —  to  Dieends,  241 

to  Reichenaa,  24? 

StSel,  Madame  de,  178 
sulfa,  J5 
Stiige,  265 
Stalla,  269 

Stalvedro,  glen  of,  120 
Stans,  67  ;  to  Engelbeiig,  108 
Stansstadt,  66 
StUubi,  240 
Staubbacb,  82,  8$ 
StaufTacher,  Werner,  6),  2jf 
Steamers — 
on  lake  of  Brienz,  94 
at  Constance,  26 
on  lake  of  Constance,  26 
on  lake  of  Geneva,  169,  176, 

at  Lausanne,  181 

on  lake  of  Lucerne,  $2, 60, 1 11 

on  lake  of  Morat,  148 

on  lake  of  NeuchAtei,  154 

at  Rorschach,  2x2 

at  Zng.  41 

at  Zurich,  jj,  14 
Stechelberg,  126 
Steckbom,  24 
Stein,  2  J,  no 
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8TEINACH. 

UNTER-80HACHEN. 

TIOLA* 

Stelnach,  2io 

Thon.  lake  of,  78 

Untersee,  24 

Steinberg  Alp.  124 

to  Interlaken.  78 

Unterseen,  79 

Steinen.  no,  2ii 

to  Leak.  127 

Unterwalden,  67 

Steinhausalp.  102 

to  Vevay,  by  the  Slmmen. 

Uoroo  pass,  251 

thal.iJ9 

Urbach,  valley  of,  96.  loj 
Urblgcnum,  site  of,  162 
Uri,  bay  of,  6} 

Stepban,  St.  140 

Stlefenbach,  109 

Thur  river,  28,  210,  226 

Stock,  lo) 

ThuTKovia,  canton,  27,  jj 
Thnsist  256 

,  canton  of,  iiz,  114 

Stockalper,  caoAl,  194 
Stockhora,  77,  78,  izB 

—-.gallery  of,  117 

Tidno,  river,  119, 122 

Uri  Rotbstock.  65 

Storegg  puB,  70 

Tlefenau.  76 

Umer  Boden,  240 

St088,2IJ 

Umerloch,  117 

Strahleck,  pus  oC  loi 

Tine  pass,  140 

Urseren,  valley  and  village  of. 

StratUingen.  tower  of,  128 

Tini^.  rivulet,  x86 

117, 118 

StreU  pass,  282 

Tirano,  280 

Uster,  i6 

Stretta,  la.  pass.  278 

Tidis,  108 

Uuuich,i6 

Strim,  valley,  250 
Stande.  length  of.  xvU 

?rrLVi'^' 

Sulplce.  St..  160 

Toggenburg.  227 

▼. 

Suox,  275 

Sureuen,  pass  of,  X09 

7b»a,  river,  20J.    I^U  of,  2o8 

Vadnra,  217 

Suraee.  14 

Toss,  valley  and  convent,  28 

Vadnx,  21  j,  221 

Sttsa,  276 

TourdePeila,  i8| 

Valais,  189,  192 

Susten.  pass  of,  109 
— -  village.  198 
Susteuhom.  102 

Touitillon  castle,  192 

,  Upper,  101 

toKippel,  m 

Valettapass.  26J 
Vallengin.  xf8 

the 

to  the  iEgglacbhom,  104 

Valleys,  Swiss,  xMl 

St.  Gothard,  109,  r  1 1, 1 16^ 

120. 

TocBS.  Skkleton,  in  Switzer- 

Val8,264 

212. 

land,  ziit 

Valserberg,  261 

At   Muotta,    2i2.     Up 

the 

Toussaint  I'Ouverture,  160 

Valserine,  174 

Semft-thal,  245 

Towns,  Swiss,  zlvli 

Valtellne,  280 

Suze  river,  8, 12 

Trachsel  Laulnen,  84 

Vamlerens,  148 

SwiUf  origin  of  the  name,  A  u, 

TravdUng  in  StmiMerland,  $  12 

Varen,  ij| 

xliv,  60 

Travers,  val,  160 

VHttls,  217,  24J 

Switzerland.      Introdnctoiy 

Tremola,  val,  120 

Vaud,  canton,  140,  142,  156^ 

Information,  zl 

Tremolite.  mineral,  120 

177 

Trepalle,  279 

Vaulion,  162 

Trient,  190.    Battle  of.  190 
Trift,  in  the  Gadmenthal,  109 

Vedro,  valley,  20J 

T. 

Venoge,  valley,  157 

Trimladi,  valley  of,  ij 

Verelna  pass,  276 

Trogon,  22? 

Verena,  St.,  chapel  and  her- 

TBgertache, 7a 

TrtibSee,  III 

mitage,  ir 

Tamloa.  214 
Tamina,  246 

TrUbBchachen.  71 

Vcmaiit,  182 

Trttmmelbach,  84 

Veniayas.  190 

Tanzenbuiv,  61 
Tarasp,  276 

Trftns,247 

Vemas,  19 ) 
Vemex,  184 

Triittllsberg,  H7 

Tavannes,  8 

Tschlamot,  249 

Veirieres  de  Jonx,  160 

Tschleri;  277 

Verriferes  de  SaU»e,  160 

Tegglate,  260 

Tschingel  glacier.  124 

Versam.  26c 
Veraamer  Tobel,  265 

Tkll,  William,  birthplace 

114. 

hamlet,  127 

Lands   on    the   Platte,  64. 

Tritt,i24 

VersrBgllse.i4J 

Shooto  Gessler,  64.     S 
of  hU  deeds.  61.    Death, 

ceoe 

Turri,  z8 
Tuiicum.  site  of,  29 

114 

river,  175 

Tell's  chapel.  55.  <i4 

Tfirl,  lake  of,  48 

Vevay,  182.    F6te  des  Vigne- 

Toll  8  Country,  61 

Turtman.  IJ4,  198,  204 

Tons,  x8i 

Tellenbarg,  caatle  of;  129 

Tusia,ij6    ^   "    ^ 

Veveyse,  river,  142,  182 
Veyrier,  17  j 

Tenay,  164 

Tyndall,  ProfesBor,  $  z6 

Tendre.  mont»  i6j 

Vcytoux,  184 

Territet.  184 

Via  Mala  described,  256 

Teraen,  j8 

Vico  Soprano,  27J 

Tenfelstein,  xzf 

V. 

VIege,  198 

TeulTen.  22i 

Viesch,  104,  T06 

Thalwyl,  J5  ' 

Uellfberg,  ji 

Thiele,  or  ZlhU  river,  8,  zji,  155. 

Ulrichen,  104 

VIescher  Grat,  106 

156 

Ultimum,  site  of,  Z| 

Thlengen,  20 

Unspunnen,  casUe  of,  81 

Villa,  210,  272 

Thiermatten.  jj$ 

Unteraar  Gletscher,  99 

Villeneuve,  186 

Tlionon.  19; 

(Tnter  -  Hanenstciu    pass,    ij. 

to  Slon,  187 

Thorwaldsen's  Lion.  52 

Tunnel,  13 

Vindonissa,  site  of,  17 

Thuh,  77 

Unter-Schachen,  240 

VloU  pass,  279 
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yioDDAa,  194 

Visp,  198 

Vispach,  Z08 

Visper-thal,  198 

Vlttore,  Su,  268 

YoiroDS,  \e%  17$ 

Voiturii*r8,  Swiss,  xxii 

Voltaire,  169, 170, 172, 174 

Yoranen,  2j| 

VoTder  Rbein  thai,  242,  246 

Vouvry,  194 

Yrin,  valley  and  village,  253, 

Yiuiiche,  174 


w. 

Wadenschwyl,  jf 
Wagenhausen,  2j 
Wagenltlcke,  225 
Waldegy.  ch&teau,  11 
Waldnacht,  109 
Waldshut,  20 
WaLlenstadt,  39 

,  lake,  37 

WaUisellen,  28,  j6 
Wart,  von,  17 
Wartan,  castle.  2ij 
Wartenstein,  castle,  216 
Wasen,  no,  115 
Watchmakers,  152, 158, 168 
Waterfall*,  Swiss,  xli 
Waterfalls— 

Aar,96 

Alpbach,  Qj 

I^tschbaob,  109 

Doubs,  158 

Ffttscbbadi,  2i6 

Frassinone,  202 

Gardona,  262 

Giessbach,  94 

Mocsa,267 

Piamegna,  I2X 

Reicbenbach,  92 
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SECTION  IL 

THE  ALPS  OF  PIEDMONT  AND  SAVOY. 


PEELIMINARY  INFORMATION. 


OONTEMIS. 


1.  Alps  of  Piedmont  and  of  Savoy — Monte  Hosa — Zermatt —  VaUey$  of  the  Wal- 
denses. — 2.  Inns. — 3.  Moods,  Mules,  4'0* — 4.  Guides, — 6.  Posting;  Distances, — 
6.  F)'xmtiers  and  Custom-houses. — 7,  Malaria, — 8.  Wine;  Bread, — 9,  Money, — 
10.  Maps, 

§  1.  Piedmont  has  on  its  N.  and  W.  sides  a  clearlj-defined  frontier  in  the 
ridge  of  the  great  chain  of  the  Alps.  From  the  valley  of  the  Toccia,  which 
lies  within  its  frontier,  to  the  Col  du  Bonhomme,  near  Mont  Blanc,  the  Pen- 
nine Alps  divide  it  from  Switzerland;  from  the  Col  du  Bonhomme  to  the 
pass  of  the  Mont  Cenis,  the  Graian  Alps  separate  Piedmont  from  Savoy; 
from  the  Mont  Cenis  to  the  Col  d'Argentidre,  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the 
Stura,  the  Cottian  Alps  separate  it  from  France;  and  from  the  Argentidre  to 
the  sources  of  the  Tanaro  in  the  Monte  dello  Schiavo,  the  Maritime  Alps 
divide  Southern  Piedmont  from  the  French  county  of  Nice.  East  of  the  Mont« 
dello  Schiavo  the  great  Alpine  chain  passes  insensibly  into  the  Apennines. 

The  Southern  or  Maritime  Alps,  and  the  eastern  boundary  of  Piedmont — 
the  frontier  of  Lombardy,  Piacenza,  and  Parma*->are  not  within  the  object  of 
this  section,  which  is  to  furnish  to  travellers  useful  information  for  excursions 
in  the  Alps  of  Piedmont 

On  the  side  of  Italy  the  Alps  offer  a  striking  difference  in  their  appearance 
from  that  presented  in  the  approaches  from  Switzerland,  Savoy,  or  France. 
From  these  the  intervention  of  secondary  ranges,  and  the  long  valleys,  pre- 
clude any  great  extent  of  the  chain  from  being  seen  at  the  same  time;  but 
from  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  even  from  Turin — not  30  miles  in  a  direct  line 
from  the  nearest  point  in  the  crest  of  the  chain— a  range  of  the  central  peaks 
and  passes,  extending  through  130  miles,  is  clearly  seen. 

A  day's  journey  is  suJB&cient,  from  many  parts  of  the  crest  of  the  Alps,  for 
a  descent  into  the  plains  of  Piedmont;  whilst  on  the  other  side  of  the  chain 
two  or  three  days  of 'approach  from  the  plains,  in  deep  valleys  amidst  the 
mountains,  are  requisite  for  its  attainment.  The  Italian  Alpine  valleys,  with 
their  umbrageous  chestnuts,  trellised  vines,  campaniles,  mills,  and  fresco- 
painted  oratories,  on  commanding  knolls,  are  full  of  pictures,  and  differ  en- 
tirely from  the  Swiss  valleys,  which  are  simpler  and  sterner  in  aspect. 

Few  travellers  repair  to  Switzerland  without  the  ulterior  object  of  a  visit 
to  Chcmouni  and  Mont  Blanc;  it  is  the  crowning  point  of  their  journey,  and 
*  See  HxKOBOOK  roa  Noani  Iyalt. 
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deservedly  so.  Those  who  have  time  and  strength  should  not  rest  satisfied  with 
seeing  Mont  Blanc  from  Chamouni,  but  should  make  the  tour  of  that  mountain, 
remembering  that  his  aspect  from  Cormayenr,  on  the  S.  side,  is  even  grander 
than  from  the  N.  The  traveller  in  Piedmont  should  especially  direct  his 
attention  to  the  Val  cTAosta  and  the  valleys  around  the  bases  of  the  Monts  Eosa 
and  Mont  Cerwn,  which  unfold  some  of  the  sublimest  scenes  in  nature.  The 
Valleys  of  Zermatt  (Swiss)  and  of  Oressoney  and  Anzasca  especially  are  unrwalled  for 
beauty  and  grandeur.  Zermatt,  which  affords  much  better  accommodation 
than  any  other  spot  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Monte  Rosa,  has  of 
late  years  become  a  formidable  rival  to  Chamouni;  and  if  it  were  equally  easy 
of  access,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  general  mass  of  tourists  would  not 
accord  to  it  the  same  preference  which  is  now  given  to  it  by  most  veteran 
pedestrian  travellers.  The  glorious  views,  and  the  unrivalled  and  almost 
numberless  excursions  around,  will  well  repay  a  sojourn  of  several  days,  and 
the  Inns  now  afford  sufficient  accommodation.  The  valleys  of  Anzasca,  Sesia, 
and  Lys,  at  the  S.  side  of  Monte  Rosa,  are  also  remarkable  as  being  inha- 
bited, at  their  heads,  by  an  interesting  race  of  German  origin  and  language. 
The  Lago  d'Orta  is  a  lovely  spot,  and  no  one  within  reach  of  it  should  omit  to 
visit  thai  extraordinary  as  well  as  picturesque  place  Varallo. 

Interesting  accounts  of  the  Piedmontese  valleys,  especially  those  surround- 
ing Monte  Rosa,  are  given  in  two  recent  works — The  Italian  Valleys  of  the 
Pennine  Alps^  by  the  Rev.  S.  W.  King;  and  A  Lady's  Tour  Round  Monte  Rosa, 

The  Piedmontese  and  Subalpine  valleys  furnish  a  large  emigration,  and 
supply  all  Europe  with  workmen  in  particular  trades.  In  the  Ebgadine  are 
pastrycooks;  near  Como,  thermometer  and  barometer  makers;  near  Orta,  plas- 
terers; Biella,  masons  and  builders;  Canavese,  carpenters;  Yal  Sesia,  masons; 
Val  Blegno,  chocolate  makers  and  chestnut  roasters;  Yal  Calanka,  glaziers; 
Val  Bregaglia,  chimney-sweepers.  They  are  usually  men  of  great  industry 
and  frugality,  and,  if  possible,  return  to  their  native  valleys  to  enjoy  the 
results.  A  singular  result  of  the  great  male  emigration  is,  that  all  the  hard 
work  is  done  by  women,  particularly  the  carrying  over  the  mountains;  and 
from  long  practice,  the  women  are  better  able  to  carry  weights  on  their  backs 
than  the  men. 

The  WaXdensian  Valleys  are  not  less  attractive  for  their  Alpine  scenery 
than  interesting  to  EngUshmen  as  the  cradle  and  stronghold  of  a  brave  and 
stedf&st  Protestant  community,  who  have  maintained  their  faith  in  spite 
of  persecution,  fire,  and  sword.  Milton  and  Wordsworth  have  commemo- 
rated the  patient  sufferings  and  heroic  deeds  of  the  Vaudois;  and  Dr.  Gilly 
in  recent  times  has  rendered  their  story  fascinating  by  the  charms  of  an 
enthusiastic  pep.  As  perfect  religious  liberty  has  been  established  in 
Piedmont  since  1849,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  evil  day  is  past,  never 
to  return.  In  1852  a  handsome  Protestant  church  was  finished  and  con- 
secrated at  Turin,  and  there  are  15  other  churches  in  the  valleys  tribu- 
tary to  the  Po.  The  traveller  may  approach  them  most  readily  from 
Turin  by  rail  to  Pinerolo.  La  Tour  in  the  Val  Pellice  is  good  head- 
quarters for  excursions  (see  Rtes.  161,  162).  The  Vaudois  have  been 
established  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps  since  the  8th  century,  and  refer  the 
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origin  of  their  faith  and  sect  to  the  time  of  the  Apostles,  and  the  first  ages  of 
Christianity.  Their  numbers  in  the  valleys  amount  to  about  22,000,  but  they 
are  rapidly  increasing  and  spreading,  and  there  are  large  colonies  of  them  in 
Turin  and  Genoa.  Cromwell  courageously  interposed  to  protect  them  in 
their  distress,  and  stirred  up  all  the  powers  of  Europe  on  their  behalf;  he 
also  raised  a  subscription  for  their  aid,  part  of  which  was  funded,  and,  though 
the  sum  was  appropriated  by  Charles  IL,  the  interest  has  since  been  paid  by 
the  British  Government  for  their  support.  The  best  season  for  travelling  in 
this  part  of  the  Alpine  chain  seems  to  be  July  and  August.  In  September 
the  weather  generally  breaks  up,  but  often  becomes  settled  again;  and  for 
those  who  do  not  seek  to  ascend  to  great  heights,  the  most  delightful  season 
for  travelling  in  the  southern  valleys  is  often  found  in  the  autumn,  sometimes 
even  extending  into  the  month  of  October. 

"In  the  Fiedmontese  valleys  the  N.W.  and  N.N.W.  winds  bring  fine 
weather." — Fbrhes. 

§  2.  Inns, — The  Inns  on  the  frontier  of  Italy— excepting  those  on  the  lake 
of  Como  and  some  others  specially  mentioned  in  these  pages — ^are  rather 
cheaper,  but  vastly  inferior  in  accommodation,  and  especially  in  cleanliness,  to 
those  of  Switzerland  and  Germany.  Men  mfty  tolerate  the  inconveniences, 
but  they  will  be  more  seriously  felt  by  ladies,  who  must  be  prepared  at  times 
to  **  rough  it**  after  crossing  the  Italian  border.  The  want  of  female  attend- 
ance, the  dirty  floor  seldom  or  never  washed,  scanty  service,  no  bells,  may  be 
generally  expected. 

N.B. — ^Italian  innkeepers  sometimes  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of 
strangers,  and  especially  of  English  and  American  travellers,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  spend  their  money  profusely,  to  introduce  extortionate  charges  into 
the  bilL  These  may  generally  be  successfully  resisted  by  a  little  judicious 
firmness,  but  it  is  sometimes  prudent,  and  not  nnnsual,  to  bargain  before  you 
enter  your  rooms,  what  you  are  to  pay  fbr  them.  Likewise  in  ordering  diimer 
you  may  fix  your  own  price — say  3  frs.  a  head — or  yon  may  be  charged  for 
each  separate  item.  **  My  general  practice,  after  having  seen  the  best  ro<mis 
the  landlord  has  to  ofiSar,  is  to  say,  *  My  price  is  l-^fr.  per  bed,  and  I  dine  at 
3  frs.  per  head.'  This  is  invariably  acquiesced  in,  although  sometimes  after 
some  considerable  demur,  and  I  believe  few  people  are  better  served  than  I 
am.  I  always  make  a  point  of  going  into  the  kitchen  myself  and  of  consulting 
the  chef  as  to  the  important  matter  of  dinner,  which  usually  secures  the  best 
things  the  larder  contains." — F,  Extortion  is  more  often  attempted  in  Savoy 
and  Dauphin^  than  in  Piedmont,  and  the  attempt  more  obstinately  enforced. 

In  excursions  over  the  high  Alps  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy  it  is  generally 
necessary  to  carry  some  provision  of  wine,  bread,  and  meat  The  shepherd's 
fare  of  a  mountain  ch&let  in  those  parts  is  limited  to  milk,  butter,  and  cheese, 
to  which  is  added  a  coarse  brown  bread,  in  thin  discs,  baked  twice  a  year, 
and  kept  in  store  in  the  roof  of  the  chdlet  until  it  is  as  hard  as  stone,  and 
requires  a  hammer  to  break  it.  To  this  is  sometimes  added  polenta,  a  pori 
ridge  or  pudding  of  maize-meal,  and  scraps  of  dried  mutton. 

When  the  traveller  in  the  Alps  receives  the  hospitality  of  the  cttr^s  of  re- 
tired villages,  or  of  the  pastor  in  the  Protestant  Waldensian  valleys,  where 
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there  are  no  inns,  it  is  usual  to  leave  with  the  housekeeper,  or  for  her,  a 
donation,  which  it  is  just  should  at  least  equal  the  cost  of  such  accommodation 
at  an  inn;  the  tax  would  otherwise  be  heavy  upon  the  limited  means  of  the 
host,  and  kindness  and  attention  are  thus  insured  to  future  travellers.  For 
supper,  bed,  and  break&st,  5  or  6  frs.  are  given.  Tlie  curds  in  these  vallejs 
are  not  often  much  superior  to  the  ordinary  peasants,  from  whom  they  have 
no  doubt  sprung.  They  are,  however,  often  ardent  mountaineers.  The  annual 
income  of  some  is  said  to  be  as  low  as  20/.  a  year.  Of  late,  however,  the  incomes 
have  been  more  equalised,  and  the  wealth  of  the  Church  distributed  more  equally. 

§  3.  Soadst  Mules,  4^ — The  Roads  skirting  the  Alps,  and  the  approaches  to 
them  from  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  are  generally  excellent.  Wherever  there 
is  intercourse  there  is  a  good  road  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants:  if 
fit  for  Volcmiins  or  chars,  these  may  always  be  obtained  at  moderate  charges^ 
usually  12  francs  a  day. 

Mules  may  readily  be  obtained  in  all  mountain  routes  accessible  to  them, 
at  charges  varying  from  4  to  6  francs  a  day;  and  guides  at  4  or  5  francs  a  day 
may  be  had.  in  every  Alpine  village  of  Piedmont.  Ladies  will  now  find  side* 
saddles  in  almost  every  place  where  there  are  inns  and  horses;  where  these  are 
not,  ladies  had  better  not  venture.  On  mountain  excursions  a  portantine» 
or  chaise  il  porteur,  may  be  procured.  « 

If  mules,  hordes,  or  a  char  be  taken  across  the  frontier,  a  holeta,  or  permis- 
sion to  pass  the  douane,  is  necessary;  here  the  animal  is  registered,  the 
course  of  the  traveller  stated,  and  money  for  the  horse  deposited  as  a  duty 
upon  the  entree,  which  is  repaid  to  the  owner  when  he  leaves  the  place  on  the 
frontier  indicated  in  the  boleta  as  the  point  by  which  he  is  to  return  to  his 
own  country. 

§  4.  Guides, — Rigid  caution  should  be  exercised  in  choosing  and  adopting 
Guides  on  the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps.  Guides  by  profession  are  rarer  here 
than  in  Switzerland,  and  any  idle  person,  however  unqualified,  may  otkit  him- 
self for  the  sake  of  a  good  day's  wages.  No  one  should  be  accepted  without 
sufficient  evidence  both  of  good  character  and  experience,  firom  the  innkeepers, 
the  cnr^,  or  some  respectable  person  of  his  village.  Certificates  from  former 
employers  should  be  inquired  for.  The  value  of  such  testimony  will  be  appre- 
ciated when  travellers  are  told  how  in  some  cases,  in  remote  places,  men  will 
press  themselves  into  your  service  to  conduct  you  over  dangerous  passes  which 
they  have  never  even  seen,  or  of  others  who,  in  the  middle  of  an  intricate  pass, 
where  their  services  are  indispensable,  will  become  menacing  and  extortionate, 
and  even  strike  for  higher  wages.  Few  scruple  to  avow  their  acquaintance 
with  places  of  which  they  really  know  nothing;  their  only  use,  then,  to  the 
traveUer  is  to  bear  his  luggage,  and  talk  Piedmontese,  a  jargon  which  fow 
travellers  are  acquainted  with.  In  Piedmont  French  and  Italian  are  often 
unknown;  among  those, however,  who  are  accustomed  to  act  as  guides,  French 
is  generally  spoken,  especially  in  the  valleys  on  the  frontiers  of  Savoy  and 
Franca.  In  most  of  the  French  Alpine  valleys  of  the  D^t,  de  Vls^e  the 
guide  by  profession  is  unknown,  and  the  stranger  is  liable  to  conspiracies 
between  innkeepers  and  men  who  call  themselves  guides  to  extort  money  and 
enhance  the  value  of  their  services. 
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{  5.  Posting — Dittancea, — The  posting  regulatioiis  in  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia 
are  similar  to  those  of  France,  the  distances  being  reckoned  in  kilometres 
(see  p.  xvii),  and  the  charges  nearly  the  same,  viz.  20  centimes  per  kil. 
for  each  horse,  and  12  for  postilions  ;  on  the  mountain-passes  of  Mt  Cenis, 
the  Simplon,  and  Tenda,  the  charge  for  each  horse  is  increased  one-third, 
or  to  30c. 

The  number  of  horses  which  the  postmasters  can  put  on  is  regulated  accord- 
-  ing  to  the  size  of  the  carriages  and  the  number  of  people,  for  which  purpose 
all  vehicles  are  arranged  under  three  classes.  The  postmasters  of  Turin  and 
Genoa  are  allowed  to  charge  as  for  additional  distance. 

At  the  posthouses  on  the  passes  of  the  Monts  Cenis,  Simplon,  and  Col  di 
Tenda,  the  masters  must  provide  sledges  during  the  winter  season,  for  the 
hire  of  which  they  are  entitled  to  charge  15  c.  per  kilometre  ;  and  3  and  4 
francs  for  dismounting  and  placing  on  the  sledge  each  carriage,  according  to 
the  class  to  which  it  may  be  referable.  On  some  roads  ckevatus  de  renfort  must 
be  taken  or  paid  for.  For  fuller  details  the  traveller  is  referred  to  *  Articles 
de  R^glement  sur  les  Postes  aux  Chevaux,'  which  can  be  purchased  everywhere. 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  railways  throughout  Piedment,  Diligences  are 
now  little  used  save  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  passes  of  the  Cenis,  Sim- 
plon, or  Tenda,  or  to  communicate  between  some  country  town  and  the 
nearest  railway  station.  The  postilion  asks  a  buonamano  of  the  passengers 
at  every  stage  ;  the  smallest  coin  will  satisfy  him. 

§  6.  Frontiers  and  Citstom-houses. — As  there  is  much  smuggling  on  the  frontier 
of  France,  the  traveller  is  often  subjected  to  vexatious  delay,  but  time  will 
always  be  gained  by  submitting  to  it.  The  French  can  rarely  be  bribed — 
the  Fiedmontese  Preposes  more  easily — ^to  facilitate  the  passage  fh>m  one 
country  to  another.  They  are  usually  very  civiL  N.B.  Tobacco  is  strictly 
prohibited.  Travellers  ought  even  to  declare  the  possession  of  a  few  cigars 
(when  declared  a  small  number  are  allowed  to  pass  free),  otherwise  they  may 
be  subjected  to  heavy  fine  and  detention. 

§  7.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  advise  a  traveller  not  to  sleep  in  the  plains 
if  he  can  reach  the  mountains.  His  own  love  of  that  *<  health  in  the  breeze 
and  freshness  in  the  gale,"  which  is  so  exciting  and  invigorating  in  the  moun- 
tains, would  prompt  him  to  seek  for  the  pleasure  of  breathing  it  and  the 
spirits  it  inspires;  but  the  suggestion  is  offered  to  Induce  young  travellers  to 
avoid  sleeping  near  the  rice-gronnds  of  Piedmont,  or  near  the  ponds,  where 
in  the  summer  the  Piedmontese  steep  their  hemp:  these  are  deleterious,  and 
may  produce  fever. 

{  8.  The  icines  of  Piedmont  are  generally  wholesome,  and  often  good; 
there  is  scarcely  a  village  on  the  mountains  where  grissini — a  fine  sort  of 
biscuit  like  long  pipes,  and  made  of  excellent  fiour — cannot  be  obtained.  The 
traveller  should  never  fail  to  supply  his  pockets  with  some  of  this  bread  or 
biscuit  broken  into  convenient  lengths;  this,  with  a  quaff  from  a  fresh  spring, 
will  bear  him,  if  Uken  at  his  Intervals  of  rest,  through  a  long  day's  journey. 

§  9.  The  nwney  of  Piedmont  is  the  same  as  that  of  Fraace;  i. «.  of  the  same 
quality,  denomination,  and  value. 

§  10.  Maps.— The  War  Departmeat  has  published  «i  Turin  a  map  of 
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Piedmont  ftnd  Savoy  in  6  sheets,  price  35  fr.:  2  sheets  conUun  Savoy, 
14  fr.  A  map  of  the  kingdom,  in  91  sheets,  on  a  scale  of  ^^^  has  been 
nndertaken  by  the  Government;  60  sheets  have  been  published  ;  the  moun- 
tains are  ludicrously  inaccurate.  A  portable  reduction  from  this  map  has 
been  published  at  Turin.  General  Bourcet's  map  of  the  French  Alps  from 
Nice  to  Pont  Beauvoisin  was  remarkably  well  executed  for  the  time  when  it 
was  published — ^nearly  a  century  ago.  A  faithful  reduction  of  this  map  to 
two  small  sheets  may  be  had.  Reilly's  Map  of  Mont  Blanc,  1865,  does  great 
credit  to  its  author*,  it  is  both  the  most  accurate  and  one  of  the  best  engraved 
maps  of  the  Alps.  Ferrin,  at  Chambery,  has  published  a  tolerable  map 
of  Savoy  at  4  fr.,  and  a  smaller  at  1  fr.  50  cent.  A  voluminous  *  Dizionario 
Geograiico,  Storico,'  &c.,  of  the  States  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  has  been 
completed.  All  maps  of  the  country  may  be  procured  at  Maggi's  shop  in  the 
Coutrada  del  Po,  Turin,  and  also  at  Perrin's,  Chambery.  Perrin  has  also 
published  maps  of  Savoy  on  a  large  scale,  and  works  on  the  ornithology  and 
the  botany  of  Savoy,  well  got  up  and  executed;  also  a  Guide  to  Savoy. 

The  best  map  of  the  country  N.  of  Monte  Bosa  is  Studer's,  Ziirich,  but  the 
paths  are  unaccountably  omitted. 

Neither  Leuthold  nor  Keller  is  very  accurate  on  the  Italian  side  of  the 
Alps. 

In  this  Handbook  some  routes  through  the  higher  parts  of  the  Dauphin^ 
Alps  have  been  included.  The  scenery  well  deserves  the  attention  of  Alpine 
travellers;  but  the  filthy  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  scarcity  of  decent 
accommodation,  have  hitherto  repelled  strangers.  It  b  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  only  tolerable  map  of  the  country  is  a  century  old — ^that  of  General 
BoorceL 


Pedestrian  Iburs  of  8ix  Weeks  or  Two  Months,  chiefly  in  the  Alps  of 
Savoy  and  Piedmont, 

••  Carriage  Boad.        *  Char  Boad.        f  Mule  Boad.        §  Footpath. 
All  names  following  the  marks  indicated  are  the  same  as  the  last 


**  Geneva  to  Sallenches,  or  St.  Mar- 
tin. 

•  Chamonny. 

t  T^te  Noire  to  Trient 

Col  de  Balme  to  Chamonny. 
§  Breven. 

Montanvert,  le  Jardin. 
t  Chamouny  to  Cormayenr,  by  the 
Col   de   Vosa,    Col  de   Bon- 
homme   and    the    Col   de   la 
Seigne. 
••  Cormayenr  to  Aosta. 

•  St.  Bemy. 

t  Hospice  of  the  Great  St  Bernard, 
t  Liddes. 


•  Martigny.       (See     Switzerland, 
Boute  59.) 
♦•  Visp  in  Yalais. 
t  ZermcUt,  Biffclberg,  &c 
§  Pass  of  the  Mont  Cervin. 
t  Chatillon,  Val  d' Aosta. 
t  Col  de  Jon. 
t  Brussone. 
t  Col  de  Banzola. 

Gressoney. 
t  Col  d'OUen. 
t  Biva. 

t  Varallo,  VaJ  Sesia. 
t  Col  de  Colma. 
Bella— Lake  of  Orta. 


-Pi«f  •  j"  Savoy. 

Omegna. 
••  Vogogna. 

t  Maougnaga — Monte  Rosa. 

§  Monte  Moro. 
Saas. 

t  "Visp,  in  Valais. 
**  Pass  of  the  Simplon. 
♦♦  Arona->Lago  Maggiore. 
♦♦  Borgomanero. 
••  Bieffli. 
♦♦  Ivrea. 
**  Aosta. 

t  Cogne. 

§  Pont— Val  d'Orca. 

t  CeresoL 


PEDESTBIAH  TOUBS. 


805 


§Col  de  Galeae,    and   retnrn  to 

Chapia. 
§  Col  de  la  Croix  de  Nivolet. 
§  Val  Savaranche. 
•♦  Villeneuve— Val  d*Aost«. 

•  St  Didier— Mont  Saxe. 

t  The  Cramont,  the  Belvedere,  and 
Pass  of  the  LitUe  Bt  Bernard. 

•  Bourg  St  Maurice. 

•  Moutiers  Tarentaise. 
»•  L'Hopital  Conflans. 

Ugine. 
Fayerges. 
Annecjr. 
Geneva* 


*  Moutiers  Tarantaise. 

Baths  of  Brida. 
f  Fralugnan. 
Col  de  Vanoise. 
Lanslebourg. 
••  Pass  of  the  Mont  Ce- 
nia. 
Susa. 
-f  Cesanne. 
t  Col  de  Sestri^res. 
•Pragelas— Val   Clu- 
sone. 
Perouse. 


Six  Weeks*  Exeursion. 

t  Val  Germanasca.  Pro- 
testant valley. 

BalsiUe. 

Col  de  la  Fontaines. 

Pralis. 

Col  Julian. 

Bobbio. 
•  La  Tour, 
t  Val  Angrona. 

Rora. 
♦•  Lusema. 
§  Sea  Bianca. 


Crissolo. 
§  Pass  of  the  Traver^ 

sette. 
t  AbriA. 

Combe  de  QueTras. 
*  Embrun. 
♦•  Gap. 
Grenoble. 
Chamb^rj. 
Aix. 
Annecj. 
Geneva* 


The  Tour  </  Monte  Bosa,  allotving  time  to  see  the  Chief  Places  of  Interest^ 
and  avoiding  the  more  difficult  Excursions.   Starting  from  the  Vaiais. 

Visp. 

1.  Saas. 

2.  Excursion  to  F^e  Glacier,  and 

sleep  at  Matmark  Hotel. 

3.  Monte  Moro  to  Macugnaga. 

4.  Macugnaga  glacier. 

5.  Vanzone. 

6.  Barranca  Pass  to  Fobello. 

7.  Varallo — Sacro  Monte. 

8.  Alagna — ValdeBours. 


9.  Col  d'Ollen  to  Gressonay. 

10.  Lys  Glacier,  return  to  Gressonay. 

11.  Pointe  de  Combetta,  Col  de  Ran- 

zola  to  Ch&tiUon. 

12.  BreuiL 

13.  Col  de  St  Th^bdule  to  Zermatt 

14.  Gomer  Grat,  sleep  at  Riffelberg. 

15.  Schwarze  See,  return  to  Zermatt 

16.  By  St  Niklaus  to  Visp. 


p  3 
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Same  Tour^  dtghUy  varied,  and  commencing  at  Saveno. 
Fosses  Uueen  in  the  opposite  direction. 


Sectn, 


Baveno. 

1.  Orta  bj  the  Motterone. 

2.  Yarftllo    by    Omegna    and    the 

Monte  Maxzucone. 

3.  Excursion  to  Bima,  sleep  at  Ri- 

masco. 

4.  Col  d'Egua  to  Ponte  Grande 

5.  Macugnaga. 

6.  Macugnaga  Glacier. 

7.  Monte  Moro  to  Saas. 

8.  Excursion  to  F^  Glacier. 

9.  St.  Niklaus. 


10.  Zermatt. 

11.  Schwarie  See,  Homli,  and  retom 

by  Zmutt. 

12.  Gorner  Grat,  sleep  at  Riffelbers:. 

13.  Col  de  St  Th^odule  to  BreuiL 

14.  Brussone,  by  the  Cimes  Blanches, 

or  by  Chitillon,  or  (?)  by  Col 
de  Fortola. 

15.  Fointe  de  Combetta,  Gressonay. 

16.  Lys  Glacier,  return  to  Gressonay. 

17.  Col  d'OUen  to  Alagna. 

18.  File  Alp,  and  return  to  Varalla 


ROUTES  IN  PIEDMONT  AND  SAVOY, 


BOUTE  111. 
DOMO  d'ossola.  to  abona.    laqo 

MAOOIOKB. 


Domo. 

Vosogna 9 

Baveno .16 

▲roDA 12 

This  is  one  of  the  most  beaadful 
roads  for  entering  Italy.  From  Domo 
d'Ossola  at  the  foot  of  the  Simplon 
(Rte.  59)  a  few  hoars'  drive  carries 
the  traveller  to  the  shores  of  the 
Lago  Maggiore,  where,  if  he  be  cross- 
ing the  Alps  for  the  first  time,  he 
finds  himself  in  a  new  world.  Rlwy. 
slowly  in  progress. 

From  Domo  to  Baveno  takes  nearly 
4  hrs.  posting,  exclasive  of  stoppages. 
Travellers  can  join  the  steamers, 
which  go  np  and  down  the  lake  4 
times  a-day,  either  at  Pallanza  or  Ba- 
veno. Stresa  or  Baveno  are  the  best 
stopping-places  for  those  intending  to 
visit  the  fiorromean  Islands,  or  to  as- 
cend the  Mutterone;  they  are  on  the 
road  to  Arona,  the  railway  stat  for 
Milan,  Turin,  and  Genoa.  Pallanza  is 
rather  nearer,  and  more  convenient 
for  those  boond  for  Lug^o,  or  the  N. 
end  of  the  Lago  Maggiore.  A  char 
to  either  place  costs  about  15  frs. 

The  road  descends  the  valley  of  the 
Tosa,  the  bridges  over  which,  below 
Domo  d'Ossola,  and  again  6  m.  below 
Vogogna  were  carried  off  by  the  storms 
of  1834  and  1849.  One  of  them  has 
never  been  rebuilt,  consequently-  com- 
munication is  generally  suspenaed  for 
a  day  or  two  during  the  autumn 
floods.  After  leaving  Domo  the  valley 
widens  and  loses  its  beauty. 

Vogogna  (/wi,  Alb.  della  Corona, 
fair).  The  Tosa,  in  spite  of  its 
rapidity,  is  navigable  a  short  distance 
alwve  this  place ;  the  barges  are  towed 


up  by  double  teams  of  6  or  8  horses 
on  each  bank. 

At  Premosello  a  carriage-road  to 
Pallanza  passes  the  beautiful  Lake 
Megorzo,  which,  as  well  as  the  road 
itself,  are  sure  to  become  popular  with 
travellers. 

Near  Omavasca  are  the  white  mar- 
ble quarries  which  have  supplied  the 
stone  for  Milan  Cathedral. 

At  Oraoeliona  a  large  bridge  crosses 
the  Strona,  a  stream  which  druns  the 
Lago  d'Orta  and  sets  in  motion  several 
large  cotton  mills,  A  carria^road^ 
running  up  its  1.  bank,  leads,  m  4  m., 
to  the  lake  of  OrU.  DiL  daily.  (See 
Rte.  118.) 

Here  another  road  leads  to  Pallanza, 
whilst  the  main  road  continues  to 

Faridlo  {Inn,  Lion  d'Or,  attentive 
landlord.  Here  the  Lago  Maggiore 
bursts  into  view,  with  the  Isola 
Madre,  the  northernmost  of  the  Bor- 
romean  Islands,  in  the  distance.  A 
little  further  are  quarries  of  a  beau- 
tiful rose  granite,  which  derives  its 
colour  from  the  prevalence  of  felspar. 
It  cleaves  into  thin  slabs.  The  tele- 
graph posts  are  made  of  granite.  Fel- 
spar is  obtained  here  in  b^utiful  flesh- 
coloured  detached  crystals.  Steamers 
call  off  here  and  Baveno  at  9}  a.m. 
descending,  and  at  1}  p.m.  on  ascend- 
ing the  lake. 

Baceno, — Inns:  H.  Bellevue,  first- 
rate  ;  H.  de  la  Poste,  improved,  mod&> 
rate  charges.    2  m.  farther  on  is 

Stresa,  H.  des  lies  Borromees,  a  very 
good  house,  on  the  most  beautiful  spot 
on  the  lake. 

The  principal  object  in  going  to 
Baveno  or  Stresa  is  to  visit  the  Borro- 
mean  Islands  (which,  however,  may  be 
nearly  as  well  visited  from  Pallanza). 

By  starting  tolerablv  early  the 
islands  may  be  visited  from  liaveno, 
Stresa,  or  Pallanza,  and  Milan  reached 
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on  the  samedar.  The  steamers  toncli 
at  the  Isola  Bella.  It  takes  25  minutes 
to  row  from  Baveno  to  the  Isola  Bella 
(boat  there  and  back  5  fr.,  or  2  fr.  an 
hr.),  passing,  on  the  way,  the  Isola 
del  Pescatori,  so  called  because  its 
inhabitants  are  chiefly  fishermen, 
whose  rude  semi-plastered  houses 
contrast  with  the  stately  structures 
on  the  neighbouring  island.  The 
Isola  Bella  {Inn,  Delfino,  very  fair; 
passengers  are  conveyed  free  of  charge 
to  and  from  the  steamers)  belonp  to 
the  Count  Borromeo,  who  resides  a 
part  of  the  year  in  the  vast  palace. 
An  ancestor  of  the  family,  in  1671, 
converted  this  mass  of  bare  and  barren 
slate-rock,  which  lifted  itself  a  few 
feet  above  the  snrfkce  of  the  lake, 
into  a  beautiful  garden,  teeminff  with 
the  vegetation  of  the  tropics.  It  con- 
sists of  10  terraces,  the  lowest  founded 
on  piers  thrown  into  the  lake,  rising  ' 
in  a  pyramidal  form  one  above  an- 
other, and  lined  with  statues,  vases, 
obelisks,  and  black  cypresses.  Upon 
these,  as  upon  the  hanging-gardens  of 
Babylon,  nourish  in  the  open  air,  not 
merely  the  orange,  citron,  myrtle, 
and  pomegranate,  but  aloes,  cactuses, 
the  camphor-tree  (of  which  there  is  a 
specimen  40  ft.  hi^h) — all  inhabitants 
of  tropical  countries — and  this  within 
a  day  s  journey  of  the  Lapland  cli- 
mate of  the  Simplon,  and  within  view 
of  Alpine  snows. 

The  proverbial  disagreement  of 
doctors  is  nothing  in  comparison  with 
the  discord  of  travellers  on  the  merits 
of  this  island.  To  Simcnd  the  sight  of 
the  island  at  a  distance  suggests  the 
idea  of  "  a  huge  Perigord  pie,  stuck 
round  with  the  heads  of  woodcocks 
and  partrid^;"  Matthews  extols  it 
as  "  the  magic  creation  of  labour  and 
taste  ...  a  fairy-land,  which  might 
serve  as  a  model  for  the  gardens  of 
Calypso;"  Saussure  calls  it  '<  un  mag- 
nifique  caprice,  une  pens^  grandiose, 
une  esp^  de  creation;"  Gi66on"an 
enchanted  palace,  a  work  of  the 
fairies,  in  a  lake  accompanied  with 
mountains;"  while  Brookedon  sternly 
pronounces  it  as  "worthy  only  of 
a  rich  man's  misplaced  extravagance, 
and  of  the  taste  of  a  confectioner." 


To  taste  it  may  have  little  preten- 
sion; but,  for  a  traveller  fresh  fh>m 
the  rigid  climate  of  the  north,  this 
singular  creation  of  art,  with  its  aro- 
matic groves,  its  aloes  and  cactnses 
starting  out  of  the  rocks — and,  above 
all,  its  glorious  situation,  bathed  by 
the  dark  blue  waters  of  the  lake,  re- 
flecdng  the  sparkling  white  villages 
on  its  banks,  and  the  distant  snows  of 
the  Alps — cannot  fiiil  to  afford  plea- 
sure, and  a  visit  to  the  Isola  Bella  will 
certainly  not  be  repented  of. 

Every  handful  of  mould  on  the 
island  was  originally  brought  from  a 
distance^  and  .requires  to  be  constantly 
renewed.  It  is  probable  that  its  foun- 
dation of  slate-rock  fiivours  the  growth 
of  tender  plants  by  long  retaining  the 
heat  of  a  noonday  sun ;  but  few  per- 
sons are  aware  that,  in  addition  to 
this,  the  terraces  are  boarded  over 
during  winter,  and  the  plants  pro- 
tected from  the  frost  b^  stoves  heated 
beneath :  thus  converting  the  terraces 
into  a  sort  of  hothouse.  The  orange 
and  lemon  blossoms  perfume  the  air 
to  some  distance. 

A  laurel  (bay)  of  gi^ntic  size  is 
pointed  out,  as  well  for  its  remarkable 
growth  as  for  a  scar  on  its  bark,  where 
Napoleon,  it  is  said,  cut  with  a  knife 
the  word  "  battaglia,"  a  short  while 
before  the  battle  of  Marengo.^  Rous- 
seau once  thooght  of  making  the 
Isola  Bella  the  residence  of  his  Julie, 
but  changed  his  mind  on  reflecting 
that  so  artificial  an  abode  would  not 
be  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of 
her  character. 

The  Palace,  which,  with  the  gar- 
dens, is  liberally  shown  to  strangers 
at    all   times   by  permission    of  its 
owners,  contains  pictures  by  the  Pro- 
caccini,  the  Charity  of  And,  Sacchi,  and 
j  50  by  Tempesta,    In  the  Chapel  are  3 
fine   sepulchral    monuments    of    the 
Borromeo     family,    removed     from 
'  churches  in  Milan  at  the  time  of  the 
I  Cisalpine  republic:   one,  of  the  1.5th 
cent,  was  erected  to  hold  the  relics 
j  of  St.  GittStina,  an  ancestress  of  the 
family;  another,  on  the  rt.  of  the 
I  altar,  is  bjr  Ant.  Bnsti,  and  is  praised 
,  by   Vasari,     The   large    unfinished 
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building  which  separates  the  two 
wings  was  intended  for  a  great  central 
hall  and  staircase,  but  has  never  been 
covered  in.  The  whole  establishment 
is  in  a  melancholy  state  of  dilapida- 
tion, and  appears  to  have  never  been 
touched  since  its  construction. 

The  Isola  Madre  is  well  worth  a 
visit  by  a  horticulturist ;  from  its 
greater  distance  from  the  mountains, 
which  screen  the  sun  earlier  from  the 
others,  it  enjoys  a  milder  climate  in 
winter.  The  plants  of  New  Holland 
grow  luxuriantly  out  of  doors;  the 
two  species  of  tea  are  generally  in 
flower  in  October.  The  Chilian  Arau- 
caria  here  attains  a  great  sise;  tro- 
pical plants  grow  luxuriantly  on  the 
rocks  around ;  on  the  island  are  many 
pheasants,  a  rare  sight  iu  Italy,  these 
birds  being  as  it  were  imprisoned, 
from  their  inability  by  flight  to  gain 
the  opposite  shores.  The  small  island 
of  St.  Giovanni,  forming  the  4th  of 
the  Borromean  group,  is  situated  near 
Pallanza;  it  offers  nothing  remark- 
able. 

The  Monte  Motterone  or  Mcargozzoh, 
sometimes  erroneously  called  Monte- 
rone^  risine  behind  the  village,  com- 
mands a  mie  panoramic  view  of  the 
Alps,  and  has  at  its  feet  the  Lago 
d'Orta  on  one  side,  and  Lago  Mag- 
giore  on  the  other.  Asses  are  kept 
for  the  ascent.  It  takes  3^  hrs.  from 
Baveno  to  reach  the  top,  4816  ft. 
above  the  sea-level.  You  may  descend 
the  opposite  side  to  Orta  in  3^  hrs., 
and  return  in  car  or  boat  to  Omcgna, 
2  hrs.  walk  from  Baveno.  (See  Rte. 
118.) 

ULOO  M  AOOIORE. 

There  are  excellent  steamers  on  the 
Lago  Maggiore,  running  between 
Magadino  and  Arona,  and  calling  at 
the  villages  on  either  shore  of  the 
lake.  Since  the  Anstriana  have  ceased 
to  hold  the  Lombard  side  of  the  lake, 
there  is  no  trouble  about  passports,,  but 
travellers  from  the  Swiss  ports  of  Ma- 
gadino or  Locarno  are  liable  to  have 
their  lugga^  examined  on  reaching 
the  first  Italian  custom-house. 

Bow-boats  may  be  hired  at  any  of 
the  ports  on  the  lake.    N3.  Ask  for 


the  tariff,  or  bargain  beforehand  with 
the  boatmen,  for  they  are  very  extor- 
tionate. 

The  Lago  Maggiore,  the  Lacus  Ver- 
banus  of  the  Romans  (Germ.  Langen 
See),  is  about  54  m.  (47  Italian  m.) 
long,  and  about  3  m.  wide,  except  at 
its  greatest  breadth  opposite  Baveno. 
Only  a  small  portion  at  its  N.  ex- 
tremity, which  is  often  called  Lago 
di  Locarno,  belongs  to  Switzerland. 
About  7  m.  S.  of  Locarno,  the  Italian 
frontier  commences.  The  navigation 
of  the  lake  is  free  to  both  states.  The 
3  chief  rivers  by  which  it  is  fed  are 
the  Ticino,  flowing  from  the  St. 
Gothard ;  the  Tresa^  which  drains  the 
Lago  Lugano;  and  the  Toccia,  or 
Tosa,  descending  from  the  Val  For- 
mazza,  by  Domo  d'Ossola.  The  sce- 
nery of  its  upper  end  is  bold  and 
mountainous,  and  at  the  same  time 
diversified  by  a  constant  succession  of 
striking  and  beautiAil  features ;  so  is 
the  bay  of  Baveno  (to  call  by  that 
name  the  W.  arm,  containing  the  Bor- 
romean Islands;  but,  towards  the  S. 
and  £.,  its  shores  are  less  lofty,  sub- 
siding gradually  into  the  plain  of 
LombiBrdy.  There  is  a  great  quantity 
of  fish :  the  fishery  is  the  property  of 
the  Borromeo  fiimily,  and  let  for  a 
large  sum. 

In  1848  Garibaldi  and  his  friends 
seized  the  only  two  steamers  then  on 
the  lake,  armed  them,  and  for  two 
months  cruised  about,  levying  contri- 
butions on  the  Austrian  towns  and  on 
the  Sardinian  convents,  and  keeping 
the  helpless  residents  on  the  shore  in 
a  state  of  terror.  At  length  he  was 
beaten  off  fVom  Laveno,  and  soon 
afterwards  abandoned  the  steamers. 

The  vovage  down  the  lake  is  very 
delightful,  and  the  scenery  exquisite. 
The  sides  are  so  precipitous  that  there 
is  scarcely  a  path  along  them.  Vil- 
lages and  churches  are,  however, 
perched  on  the  heights ;  and  wherever 
a  deposit  has  been  formed  in  the  lake 
by  a  torrent,  a  village  will  be  found. 

For  a  description  of  Magadino  and 
Locarno  see  Rte.  113. 

The  principal  places  on  the  W. 
'shore  are 

Ascona,  surmounted  by  a  castle* 
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Brissago^  a  channing  spot,  conspi- 
cuous with  its  white  houses,  and 
aTenue  of  cypress  leading  to  the  ch. 
Its  inhabitants  are  wealthy  and  indus- 
trious. Terrace  rises  above  terrace 
against  the  hill-side ;  and  the  vine, 
fig,  olive,  pomegranate,  and  myrtle 
flourish  in  the  open  air.  Beyond  this 
the  Swiss  territory  ends. 

(7cmo6&ib  {Inn,  Bissone,  fair),  situated 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Piedmontese 
valley  Canobina,  contains  a  ch.  de- 
signed by  Bramante.  The  2  islands 
off  Canero,  on  one  of  which  is  a 
ruined  castle  of  the  Borromeos,  were, 
in  the  15th  cent,  the  resort  of  5 
robber-brothers  named  Mazzarda,  who 
committed  depredations  all  along  the 
shores  of  the  lake.  Before  reaching 
Oggebbio  is  the  villa  of  the  Marquis 
d*Azeg1io,  and  just  below  it  that  of 
Prince  Poniatowskl.  ^  A  new  and  ex- 
cellent carriage-road  is  in  progress  to 
Canero,  and  will  be  continued  along 
the  shore. 

Intra  {Inns:  Veau  d'Or;  Lion  d*Or; 
Ponte  di  San  Giovanni:  all  small): 
4000  Inhab.  A  thriving  town,  with 
manufactories  of  glass,  cotton,  and 
silk,  and  a  foundry.  The  torrent  from 
the  Val  Intrasca  affords  abundant 
water-power.  The  new  road  firom 
Gravellona  through  Pallanza  is  com- 
pleted to  this  place. 

A  small  island  belonging  to  the 
Prince  Borromeo  lies  off  the  point 
beiore  reaching 

Pallanza  {Irtn^  ♦  rUnivers,  good) ; 
2500  Inhab.  Here  the  governor  of 
the  province  resides.  Visit  the  beauti- 
ful Lake  Megorzo  on  the  new  road  to 
Domo;  take  provisions.  A  good  car- 
riage-road runs  hence  to  Gravellona 
on  the  Simplon  road,  and  an  omnibus 
daily  by  it  to  Omegna,  Lago  d'Orta. 
Here  is  a  laree  model  prison  for  male 
convicts,  and  there  is  a  nursery- 
garden  of  some  celebrity  close  to  the 
town. 

The  Borromean  Islands  may  be 
visited  from  Pallanza. 

The  places  on  the  £.  side  of  the 
Lagp  Maggiore  are  St.  Ahbondio 
(Swiss);  Macagno;  Lumo  (Rte.  115), 
whence  a  good  road  runs  by  Ponte 


Tresa  to  Lugano.  Laoeno  {Inns :  Poste, 
best,  fair;  11  Moro,  fine  view  from 
it).  Hence  a  diligence  runs  daily 
to  the  riy.  at  Como,  by  Yarese  and 
the  Sacro  Monte.  Elxquisite  views 
of  Monte  Rosa,  between  Como  and 
Laveno. 


The  Simplon  road,  where  it  skirts 
the  lake,  between  Baveno  and  Arona, 
is  an  almost  uninterrupted  terrace  of 
masonry,  studded  with  granite  posts 
at  intervals  of  a  few  feet.  Travellers 
coming  from  Milan  may  embark  on  the 
lake  to  visit  the  Borromean  islands  at 

Stresa.  H.  des  lisles  Borromees^  a 
most  agreeable  residence,  far  the  best 
on  the  lakes.  Steamers  touch  here. 
There  is  English  ch,  service  in  the 
house — 11  and  3  on  Sunday. 

Belgirate^  and  Lesa,  the  summer  resi- 
dence of  the  author  Manzoni,  pretty 
villages,  remarkable  for  the  number  of 
villas  with  terraces  and  gardens  in 
front  The  colossal  statue  of  St  Carlo 
Borromeo  appears  on  the  hill  above  the 
road  on  the  rt.,  before  reaching 

Arona  {Inns :  Albergo  d'ltalia;  Posta, 
near  the  station,  both  good ;  A.  Reale), 
an  ancient  and  rapidly  improving  town 
of  4000  Inhab.  It  is  built  on  the  very 
margin  of  the  lake;  the  principal 
street  is  so  narrow  that  only  one  car- 
riage can  pass.  The  Simplon  road 
runs  through  the  upper  part  of  the 
town.  The  steamers  touch  here  fre- 
quently, and  carriages  can  be  em- 
barked here.  By  railroad  from  Arona 
to  Nocara,  travellers  can  reach  Genoa 
in  5^,  and  Turin  in  5|  hrs.  The  station 
is  close  to  the  steamboat  pier.  In 
consequence  of  this  railway,  and  the 
improvements  of  the  harbour,  Arona 
has  become  the  ^eat  entrep6t  between 
Genoa  and  Switzerland,  and  a  very 
thriving  place. 

The  principal  Ch,  {Santa  Maria)  con- 
tains a  very  beautiful  picture  attri- 
buted to  Gaudenzio  Ferrari,  who  has 
signed  Vinci  after  his  name— a  Holy 
Family,  with  shutters,  bearing  figures 
of  saints,  and  the  portrait  of  a  Countess 
Borromeo,  by  whom  it  was  presented 
to  the  church ;  it  is  retouched.  San 
Carlo  Borromeo  was  bom  in  the  old 
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castle  above  Arona,  1538;  destroyed 
by  the  French  1797. 

Bemains  of  lake  dwettmga  have  been 
dng  op  on  the  marshy  ground  near 
Mercnrago. 

On  a  hill,  about  half  an  hour's  walk 
from    the   town,  stands  the   Ooloaaal 
Statue  of  St,  Charles  Borromeo,  66  ft 
high,  and  placed  on  a  pedestal  40  ft. 
high.     The  head,    hands,  and    feet, 
alone,  are  cast  in  bronze ;  the  r^t  of 
the  figure  is  formed  of  sheets  of  beaten 
copper,  arranged   round  a  pillar  of 
rough  masonij  which  forms  the  sup- 
port of  it.    The  saint  is  represented 
extending  his  hand  towards  the  lake, 
and  over  his  birthplace  Arona,  bestow- 
ing on  them  his  benediction.    There 
is  grace  in  the  attitude,  in  spite  of 
the  gigantic  proportions  of  the  figure, 
and    benevolence    beams    from    the 
countenance;  altogether  the  effect  of 
it  is  good,  and  very  impressive.    It 
was  erected,  1697,  by  subscriptions, 
principally  contributed   by  the  Bop- 
romean  family.   It  is  possible  to  enter 
the  statue  and  to  mount  up  into  the 
head,  but  the  ascent  is  difficult,  and 
not  to  be  attempted  by  the  nervous. 
It  is  effected  by  means  of  two  ladders 
tied  together  (provided  by  a  man  who 
lives  hard  by),  resting  on   the  pe- 
.destal,  and  reaching  up  to  the  skirt 
of  the  saint's  robe.    Between  the  folds 
of  the  upper  and  lower  drapery  the 
adventurous  climber  squeezes  himself 
through— a  task  of  some  difficulty  if 
he  be  of  corpulent  dimensions;  and 
he  then  clambers  up  the  stone  pillar 
which  supports  the  head,  by  placing 
his  feet  upon  the  iron  bars  or  cramps 
by  which  the  copper  drajpery  is  at- 
tached to  it.    To  effect  this,  he  must 
assume  a  straddling  attitude,  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  dark  till  he  reaches  the 
head,  which  he  will  find  capable  of 
holding  3  persons  at  once.    Here  he 
may  rest  hmiself  by  sittins;  down  in 
the  recess  of  the  nose,  which  forms  no 
bad  substitute  for  an  arm-chair.    In 
the  neighbouring  church  several  relics 
of  San  Carlo  are  preserved. 

From  the  top  of  la  Bocca,  a  hill 
above  Arona,  there  is  a  fine  view. 
The  ffeologist  will  find  near  the  qusr- 
ries  01  limestone  (Dolomite)  an  mte- 


resting  contact  of  the  magnesian  lime- 
stone and  red  porphyry. 

Opposite  Arona,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  lake,  stands  the  Castle  o/Angera, 
a  fief  of  the  Borromeos,  on  a  similar 
limestone  peak,  at  the  foot  of  which 
is  the  neat  modem  village  of  the  same 
name. 

Diligences  daily  to  Domo  d'OssoIa 
and  Brieg  over  the  Simplon. 

A  good  carriage-road  leads  fh>m 
Arona  to  Orta  (Rte.  1 18),  1 5  kil. = 9}  m. 

An  omnibus  thither  daily. 


BOUTE  112. 

DOMO  D'OSSOLA.  to  LOCARNO,  BT  TRB 
YAL  YEGEZZO. 

This  route,  which  is  the  direct  way 
fW>m  Domo  to  the  N.  end  of  the  Lago 
Maggiore,  is  very  little  frequented  by 
strangers,  although  it  abounds  in  fine 
scenery.  The  distance  is  about  30  m., 
and  there  is  a  good  carriage-road  up 
the  Val  Vegezzo,  which  is  ultimately 
to  be  carried  to  Locarno.  The  Val 
Vegezzo  opens  out  into  the  Val  d'Ossola 
about  half  a  mile  above  Domo.  It 
contains  many  handsome  villas  belong- 
ing to  natives  of  the  valley,  who  have 
returned  to  end  their  days  there  after 
having  made  their  fortunes  in  busi- 
ness. This  valley  does  not  lead  to  a 
well-defined  col,  but  to  a  sort  of  table- 
land, about  1600  ft.  above  Domo,  on 
which  is  situated  the  principal  village 
of  the  valley,  called  Sta.  Maria  Mag" 
giore,  about  11  m.  from  Domo,  but 
nearly  3  hrs.  in  a  char  up  hill.  From 
hence  there  is  a  pass  to  the  S.E.,  lead- 
ing through  the  Val  Canobbina  to 
Canobbio,  on  the  Lago  Maggiore.  The 
route  to  Locarno  descends  from  Sta. 
Maria  Maggiore  along  the  Melezzo 
torrent,  through  a  valley  called  CerUO' 
wdli. 
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It  18  about  6  hrs.  walk  by  a  rongb 
path,  from  Sta.  Maria  Maegiore  to 
Locarno,  passing  Borgwme  alwat  half 
way.  A.  little  below  Intragna  the 
Melezzo  torrent  joins  that  from  the 
Val  Ozzemone,  and  about  2  miles 
f&rther  the  joint  stream  unites  with 
the  Maggia  near  the  town  of 

Locarno  (see  Rte.  113). 


KOUTE  113. 

BELLINZONA  TO  MAQADINO  OB 
LOCARNO. 

The  Swiss  ports  of  Ma^adino  and 
Locarno  are  nearly  opposite  to  each 
other  at  the  N.  end  of  the  Laefo  Mag- 
giore.  Though  Locarno  is  uie  more 
important  place,  the  steamers  start 
from  Mag^ino  (calling  at  Locarno), 

■  Magadino  being  nearer  to  Bellin- 
zona  and  the  road  of  the  St  Gothard. 
It  is  9  m.  (carriage  10  fr.)  from  Bel- 
linzona  to  Magadino,  and  about  12^ 
to  Locarno  (carriage  15  fr.).  Omni- 
buses ply  to  both  places  to  meet  the 

.  steamers. 

The  lower  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ticino,  between  Bellinzona  and  the 
lake,  is  a  broad  plain,  from  which  the 
mountains  recede  to  a  considerable 
distance,  but  still  give  grandeur  to  the 
landscape.  The  country  is  highly 
cultivated,  the  slopes  covered  with 
vineyards,  but  the  bottom  becomes 
marshy  lower  down,  and  is  therefore 
unhealthy. 


a.  On  quitting  Bellinzona  for  Maga«> 
dino  by  tne  Lugano  gate  the  dry  bed 
of  a  torrent  called  Droffonata  is  passed. 
As  its  name  would  im]^y,  it  is  at  times 
a  great  scourge;  it  carried  off  in  1768 
the  Franciscan  convent  outside  the 
town,  and  threatens  similar  injury. 

There  are  many  country-houses  on 
the  outskirts ;  and  high  upon  the 
slopes  of  the  hills  are  numerous  build- 
ings, now  deserted,  to  which  in  ancient 
times  the  natives  of  Bellinzona  used 
to  resort  for  safety  when  the  plague 
was  r^ng  in  the  town.  At  Cade- 
nazzo,  die  road  to  Lugano,  over  the 
Monte  Cenere(Rte.  114),  turns  to  the 
E,  out  of  our  route, 

Magadino,  {Inn:  H.  Belvedere,  not 
recommended,  dirty  and  dear.)  The 
reputation  of  the  unhealthinees  of 
this  place  has  been  exaggerated,  and 
can  only  apply  to  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember ana  October,  when  fevers  are 
at  times  prevalent  owing  to  the  neigh- 
bouring delta  of  the  Ticino;  much  has 
been  done  to  remedy  this,  and  effec- 
tually. 

Magadino,  since  the  opening  of  the 
Railway  between  Turin,  Genoa,  and 
Arena,  and  the  establishment  of  se- 
veral daily  lines  of  steamers  in  cor- 
respondence  with  it,  has  become  a 
place  of  considerable  commercial  im- 
portance. Through  it  is  carried  a  large 
amount  of  agricultural  produce  to 
Piedmont  anaLombardy,  and  of  the 
produce  of  the  latter,  including  manu- 
ractures  and  colonial  produce,  for  the 
consumption  of  Switzerland.  Live 
stock  especially  is  shipped  from  it  in 
great  numbers  to  the  plains  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  Piedmont,  and  to  Genoa. 
The  hours  of  sailing  of  the  steamers 
are  liable  to  change.  Travellers  should 
consult  the  latest  advertisements. 

6.  To  Locarno.  Carriage  and  2 
horses  in  2  hrs.  (15  fr.).  The  road 
hilly,  but  very  beautiful.  Rly.  in 
contemplation.  The  road  crosses 
the  Ticino  by  a  long  bridge  of  14 
arches.  In  the  autumn  the  riv^ 
is  very  small,  but  is  flooded  in  the 

Spring  and  is  kept  in  by  a  strong 
yke  called  Tondo  Ripario,  coti- 
structed  by  the  French  under  Francis 
L    The  road  now  leaves  the  flat  and 
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passes  under  the  Monte  Carasso,  and 
commands  a  good  view  of  the  oppo- 
site mountains,  including  the  Monte 
Cenere,  and  up  the  valley  over  the  ro- 
mantic town  of  Bellinzona  to  the  snowy 
Alps  towering  behind  it.  The  road  then 
passes  through  a  wall  constructed  by 
the  Swiss  (since  1 848)  as  a  fortification. 
At  the  bridge  of  Sementina,  a  torrent 
issuing  out  of  a  ravine  on  the  rt  forms 
a  pretty  waterfall  According  to  the 
superstitious  notions  of  the  peas- 
antry, the  upper  part  of  this  wild 
gorge  is  haunted  oy  the  ghosts  of 
misers,  who  there  do  penance  after 
death  for  their  exactions  from  the 
poor  while  living.  The  latter  part  of 
the  route,  after  crossing  the  torrent 
Yerzasca  as  it  winds  alone^  the  W. 
shore  of  the  lake,  is  delightm,  wind- 
ing amongst  villas  and  chestnut-trees, 
mulberry-trees,  and  vines,  and  com- 
manding exquisite  views  of  the  lake 
and  mountains.  The  road  though 
hilly  is  excellent,  and  there  is  not  a 
more  beaotiful  drive  in  Switzerland. 

Locarno  (Germ.  Luggams).  (Inns: 
Corona,  by  the  lake,  very  fair — atten- 
tive waiter;  Svizzero,  in  the  town,  tole- 
rably s^ood).  This  is  one  of  the  three 
capitaib  of  canton  Tessin  ;  it  has  2676 
Innab.,  and  is  said  to  have  once  con- 
tained many  more,  but  has  decayed 
since  the  15th  century  in  population 
and  prosperity.  It  is  beautifiill  v  situ- 
ated on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  on 
which  it  has  a  little  port,  at  the 
foot  of  the  wooded  cliffs  surmounted 
by  the  chorch  of  Madonna  del  Sasso, 
the  most  picturesque  of  monastic 
groups,  ana  near  the  entrance  of 
the  converging  valleys  of  Verzasca, 
^c^ggi^  Ozzemone,  and  Centovalli. 
The  people,  the  vegetation,  and 
the  sky  are  all  Italian.  The  groves 
of  orange  and  lemon,  the  tall  white 
steeples  on  the  hill-sides,  and  the 
little  white  chapels  peering  out  from 
among  the  trellised  vines,  and  mir- 
rored in  the  glassy  lake,  are  all 
characteristic  features  of  an  Italian 
landscape,  even  though,  as  far  as  fron- 
tier lines  are  concerned,  we  are  still  in 
Switzerland.  The  deposits  of  the  nu- 
merous torrents  here  flowing  into  the 


lake  have  encroached  considerably 
upon  it,  forming  a  flat  delta.  The  spot 
is  one  of  singular  beauty,  and  greatly 
to  be  preferred  to  Maj?adino  by  travel- 
lers requiring  to  halt  tor  the  night  near 
the  head  of  the  Lago  Maeeiore,  pre- 
vious to  embarking,  or  willmg  to  re- 
main there  for  a  few  days  to  explore 
the  neighbouring  valleys. 

The  Government  ffoitse,  in  the  midst  of 
a  square  planted  with  shrubberies,  was 
built  by  a  joint-stock  company  for  the 
sittings  of  the  grand  council.  In  the 
old  castle  are  some  antique  rooms  with 
beautiful  wood-carvings.  Here  are 
several  churches  and  4  contents.  The 
Madonna  del  Sasao,  20  min.  walk  above 
the  town,  is  well  worth  a  visit.  The 
path  is  formed  into  a  Calvary,  infe- 
rior to  those  at  Domo  d'Ossola  and 
Varallo,  but  beautifully  laid  out  with 
steps  and  paths  cut  in  the  rock.  The 
portico  of  the  church  commands  an 
exquisite  view  over  the  blue  lake,  and 
the  entrance  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ticino,  whose  winding  course  may 
be  traced  flashing  in  the  sun.  More- 
over its  church  contains  paintings  by 
Luini,  stuccoes,  bas-reliefs,  &c.  Prom 
this  a  footpath  leads  in  10  min.  to  the 
Monte  de  la  TrinitA,  commanding  an 
extensive  panorama.  On  Sunday, 
Jan.  9,  1863,  a  portion  of  the  roof 
of  the  parish  ch.  (S.  Antonio),  being 
loaded  with  snow,  gave  way  under 
the  weight,  fell  upon  the  congregation 
at  prayers,  and  crushed  to  death  47 
persons,  chiefly  women. 

The  market  at  Locarno,  held  once 
a  fortnight,  is  frequented  by  the  na- 
tives of  the  neighbouring  valleys,  and 
exhibits  a  singular  mixture  of  cos- 
tumes. 

In  former  days  the  power  and  in- 
tolerance of  the  Romish  priesthood 
acted  prejudicially  to  the  liberties 
and  interests  of  Locarno,  compelling 
those  among  the  citizens  who  had 
adopted  the  Reformed  faith  to  emi- 
grate. In  March,  1553,  116  persons, 
mcluding  women  and  children,  who 
had  refused  to  purchase  the  privile^ 
of  remaining  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
religion,  were  banished  by  a  decree  of 
the  Swiss  Diet,  and  quitted  their 
homes  for  ever.    With  them  went  i~ 
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dustry  and  prosperity;  they  settled 
at  Zurich,  transferring  thither  the 
manu&cture  of  silk,  which  is  now  of 
such  vast  commercial  importance  to 
that  city.  The  day  after  the  sentence 
of  exile  had  been  pronounced,  the 
papal  nuncio  arrived  with  two  in- 
quisitors: he  indignantly  objected  to 
tne  mildness  of  the  sentence,  and 
ur;^ed  the  deputies  of  the  diet,  under 
pain  of  the  pope's  displeasure,  to 
couple  with  it  connscation  of  the  goods 
of  the  heretics,  and  separation  of 
them  from  their  children,  in  order 
that  they  mi^ht  be  educated  by  the 

Sriests.  To  this  demand,  however,  the 
epnties  did  not  yield  obedience.  The 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  were 
preached  here  first  by  Beccaria,  a 
pious  Milanese  monk,  about  1534:  he 
was  soon  expelled,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  Val  Misocco. 

There  were  21  convents  in  canton 
Tessin,  but  nearly  all  of  them  are  now 
suppressed.  The  criminal  statistics  of 
the  district  around  Locarno  formerly 
showed  a  large  amount  of  crime  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants. The  neighbouring  valley  of 
Yerzasca  was  in  evil  repute  for  the 
number  of  assassinations  conmiitted 
in  it.  At  certain  seasons,  when  the 
vines  require  pruning,  the  men  wear 
at  their  girdle,  behind,  a  knife  a  foot 
long,  called  falciuoh — a  very  awkward 
weapon;  but  we  have  been  assured  by 
the  municipal  authorities  that  this 
state  of  thin^  is  ereatly  amended. 
However,  pofitical  reeling  still  runs 
high  among  so  hot-blooded  a  people. 
In  1855  one  of  the  most  influential 
men  in  the  town,  leader  of  one 
party,  was  deliberately  murdered  by 
two  brothers,  leaders  of  the  other 
party.  The  two  brothers  were  sen- 
tenced to  perpetual  imprisonment; 
but  the  superior  tribunal,  having  de- 
cided **  that  this  crime  ought  not  to 
rank  with  common  offences,"  soon  set 
them  at  liberty. 

The  Val  Blaggia  (Qerm.  Mayen- 
thal),  which  opens  out  close  to  Lo- 
carno, is  a  very  considerable  val- 
ley with  many  tributaries.  Half  an 
hour's  drive,  on  the  way  to  the  Val 
Maggia,  is  the  Ponte  BroUa^  an  ancient 


and  picturesque  bridge  A  carriage* 
road  has  been  made  to  Cwio  (a  toler- 
able Inn),  in  the  main  valley,  about 
18  m.  from  Locarno,  and  thence  9  m. 
to  Peccia,  throu^  the  branch  called 
Val  Lavizzara,  £*rom  Fusio,  the  high- 
est village  in  that  branch  of  the  vaUey, 
there  is  a  pass  to  Airolo  in  6  hrs.  The 
pass  of  the  Criner  Furca  from  Cevio  to 
the  Val  Formazza  is  noticed  in  Rte. 
62.  At  the  head  of  the  Val  Ozzer- 
none,  another  tributary  valley,  are  the 
Baths  of  Craveggia,  saia  to  be  service- 
able in  scrofulous  cases  and  in  in- 
ternal obstructions.  The  route  to 
Domo  d'Ossola  by  the  Centovalli  is 
described  Rte.  112.  These  valleys 
are  rarely  visited  by  strangers. 


ROUTE  114. 

BELLINZONA  TO  LUGANO  AND  GOHO,  BT 
THE  MOMTE  CENEBE. 

To  Lugano,  2]  Swiss  post8»=20  Eng. 
m.  Although  the  distance  is  so 
small,  it  will  occupy  4  hrs.  Lugano  to 

Como,  2)  posts  =  19  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  to  Lugano  (4  ft, 
20>»  and  Como  (8  fr.  70). 

This  road  turns  out  of  the  valley 
of  the  Tessin  at  Cadenazzo  (Rte.  113% 
5  m.  below  BeUinzona,  and  b^ins 
to  ascend  the  Monte  Cenere,  a 
steep  mountain,  whose  sides,  shady 
with  walnut  and  chesnut  wood,  are 
scaled  by   numerous   zigzags,    com- 
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mandine  exquisite  yiews  of  the  Vale 
of  the  Tessin  and  head  of  Lago  Ma^- 
giore.  The  top  cannot  be  reached  m 
less  than  2  hrs.  from  Bellinzona  (Ben- 
fort  to  Caserma.)  Even  a  light  car- 
riage must  take  4  post-horses  to  as- 
cend. This  part  of  the  road  has  long 
been  infested  by  robbers,  and,  not 
long  ago,  the  night  dili^nce,  in  cross- 
ing it,  was  aooompaniea  by  an  armed 
escort;  but,  since  a  guardhouse  of 
carabineers  has  been  established  on 
the  summit,  there  appears  to  be  less 
danger.  From  the  summit  a  fine  view 
is  obtained  over  the  N.  extremity  of 
the  Laeo  Maggiore.  At  Rivera  the 
road  falls  in  with  the  river  Agno, 
which  rises  about  12  m.  to  the  E.,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Monte  Camoghd,  and 
follows  it  through  Bironico  to  Morone, 
where  it  turns  to  the  L,  and  again  as- 
cends a  slight  eminence,  whence  an 
interesting  prospect  opens  out  on  the 
opposite  ctescent  towards  Lugana  In 
f^nt  expands  its  beautiful  lake,  backed 
by  mountains;  and,  on  the  rt,  the 
Monte  Salvadore,  with  the  church  on 
its  conical  summit,  becomes  conspi- 
cuous. 

Lugano  (Germ.  Lauid)  (see  Bte.  115) 
is  distant  about  19  m.  from  Como 
(3  hrs.  posting^  and  12  from  Varese: 
the  Lago  di  Como  at  Menaggio,  on 
the  £.,  may  be  reached  in  3  hrs.,  and 
the  Lago  Maggiore  at  Luino  in  less 
(Bte.  115). 

The  road  to  Como  runs  by  the 
water-side,  under  the  Monte  Salva- 
tpre.  The  limestone  rocks,  compos- 
ing its  base,  exhibit  a  singular  phe- 
nomenon, highly  interesting  to  the 
geologist.  About  10  minutes*  walk 
beyond  the  chapel  of  San  Martino,  a 
compact  smoke -grey  limestone  ap- 
pears by  the  road-side,  in  beds  about 
a  foot  thick.  «  The  further  we  ad- 
vance, the  more  we  find  the  beds  of 
limestone  traversed  by  small  veins, 
lined  with  rhombs  of  dolomite.  As 
we  advance,  the  rock  appears  divided 
by  fissures,  the  stratification  ceases  to 
be  distinct,  and,  where  the  face  of  the 
mountain  becomes  perpendicular,  it  is 
found  to  be  formed  entirely  of  dolo- 
mite, which  becomes  ^adually  purer 
and  more  white,  until  a  little  way 


from  Melide,  where  it  is  succeeded  by  a 
dark  augite  porphyry."  The  geolo- 
gist Yon  Buch  considered  that  the 
gas  discharged  from  this  latter  igneous 
rock,  at  the  time  when  the  mountain 
was  upheaved  by  volcanic  forces  from 
below,  has  penetrated  the  fissures  of 
the  limestone,  and  changed  the  part  of 
it  nearest  to  the  porphyry  into  dolo- 
mite. The  change  in  colour  and  sub- 
stance, from  a  grey  limestone  into  a 
white  crystalline  marble,  like  loaf- 
sugar,  may  be  easily  traced  in  its  gra- 
dual transition  by  the  rcMid-side.  As- 
cent of  the  Monte  Salvadore.  See 
Bte.  115. 

At  Melide  a  promontory  projects 
into  the  lake,  from  the  point  of  which 
a  long  stone  pier  has  been  thrown 
into  the  middle  of  the  lake,  and  con- 
nected with  either  shore  by  stone 
bridges— thus  replacing  an  inconve- 
nient ferr^,  to  BiaaoM.  It  cost  more 
than  a  million  francs.  TA  small  toll 
is  paid.)  Melide  is  the  birthplace  of 
Fontana,  the  architect,  who,  in  1586t 
transported  the  £g3rptian  obelisk  from 
the  Coliseum  at  Bome,  and  erected  it 
on  the  square  in  front  of  the  Vatican. 

After  a  delightful  ride  along  the 
shore  of  the  lake,  the  road  quits  it  at 
Capolago,  where  were  2printing-ofiice8, 
chiefly  of  prohibited  lx>oks,  and  com- 
mences a  long  ascent  by 

Mendrtsio,  which,  though  a  small 
town  of  1700  Inhab.,  contains  3  con- 
vents and  a  tolerable  Inn,  It  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  cradle  of  the  once- 
powerfiil  Milanese  funily  Delle  Torre, 
or  Torriani  The  famous  totcer^  firom 
which  they  derived  their  name,  was 
destroyed  in  the  civil  wars  of  the  14Ui 
century.  The  inhabitants  keep  their 
wine  in  caves  in  the  mountains,  which 
form  capital  cellars. 

[From  Mendrisio,  or  the  neighbour- 
ing village  of  Baiema,  is  the  most  con- 
venient point  for  ascending  the  Mcnte 
Oeneroso,  called  also  Monte  Giormero^ 
the  Bigi  of  the  Italian  lakes,  and  in 
natural  advantages  no  way  inferior  to 
its  Swiss  rival.  There  is  this  great 
difference  between  them— that  on  the 
Rigi  numerous  hotels,  and  a  whole 
army  of  guides,  mules,  and  other  as- 
I  sistants,  await  the  tourist,  while  the  few 
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trayellers  who  ascend  the  Monte  Gene- 
roso  find  nothing  of  the  sort  There 
is  a  large  dairy-farm,  perhaps  1  hr. 
from  the  top,  on  the  S.E.  side,  where 
milk  and  oread  can  be  had.  A 
mountaineer  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  reaching  the  summit  from  any 
side;  but  me  easiest  way  is  by  the 
Vol  Muggio,  which  opens  out  at  the 
village  of  Balema.  Unless  the  tra- 
veller be  well  used  to  rough  quarters, 
he  will  do  better  to  sleep  at  Men- 
drisio,  and  start  2  or  even  3  hrs.  be- 
fore daylight  There  are  no  regular 
guides,  and  the  best  are  boys  who 
are  used  to  tend  cattle  on  the  moun- 
tains. The  panorama  is  one  of  the  very 
finest  m  the  entire  chain  of  the  Alps.] 

The  Italian  custom-house  and 
police-office  is  reached  a  little  be- 
yond Chiasso,  and  within  2  miles 
of  constant  descent  of 

Ck>MO.  In  Handbook  fob  North 
Italt.  Railway  from  Camerlata  to 
Monsa  and  Milan.  Station  1  m.  be- 
fore descending  to  the  town.  Trains 
4  times  a  day. 


ROUTE  115. 

BAVENO  TO  THE  LAKE  OF  COHO,  BT 
LUINO  AND  THE  LAKE  OF  LUGANO. 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  agreeable 
mode  of  approaching  the  LiUce  of 
Como  and  combining  in  a  sinele  ex- 
cursion the  finest  portions  of  the  3 
lakes,  Magglore,  Lug^o,  and  Como. 

Travellers  coming  from  Turin  or 
Genoa  may  take  the  steamer  at 
Arona;  those  from  the  St  Gothard 
may  start  from  Magadinoor  Locarno; 


while  those  who  have  crossed  the 
Simplon,  or  who  arrive  from  the  val- 
leys of  Monte  Rosa  and  the  Lake  of 
Orta,  will  make  Baveno  the  point  of 
departure.  In  each  case  they  will 
land  at 

Luino  {Inn:  H.  della  Beccaccia, 
very  fair,  civil  people ;  Garibaldi 
made  a  stand  in  this  house  in  1849, 
and  the  walls  still  bear  marks  of 
the  bullets),  a  small  village,  on  the 
E.  shore  of  the  La^  Maggiore,  the 
birthplace  of  the  pamter  Bernardino, 
named  after  it  Lumu    A  caleche  with 

2  horses  to  Lugano  costs  1 5  frs.  There 
is  a  Diligence  daily  at  9  a.m.,  corres- 
ponding with  the  steamers  which  touch 
here  early,  returning  from  Lugano  at 

3  P.M.  A  good  carriage-roaa  leads 
hence  to  Lugano,  13  or  14  m.,  a  drive 
of  2|  hrs.,  ascending,  directly  from  the 
mai^n  of  the  lake,  the  steep  hills 
behind  Luino,  which  command  a  fine 
prospect  It  then  follows  the  rt  bank 
of  tne  Tresa,  upwards,  at  a  consider- 
able heieht  above  that  river,  through 
a  beautiral  valley,  crossing  the  Swiss 
frontier  about  3  m.  horn  Luino. 

Ponte  Tresa,  a  village  of  365  In- 
habitants, is  named  from  an  old 
wooden  bridge  which  leads  to  the 
rt,  away  from  our  road,  across  the 
river  into  Lombardy.  At  the  further 
end  stands  the  Italian  toll  and  cus- 
tom-house ;  and,  on  this  syle,  a  Swiss 
toll  is  exacted.  A  proportion  of  the 
cattle  widi  which  IjbmDardy  is  sup- 
plied bv  Switzerland,  pass  over  it 
The  vills^e  is  prettily  situated  on  a 
bay  of  the  Lago  Lugano,  so  com- 
][>letelv  land-locked  as  to  seem  a  dis- 
tinct lake. 

Another  of  the  winding  reaches  of 
the  lake  stretches  N.  about  half  a  mile 
on  the  £.  of  our  road,  as  far  as 

Affno,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
placed  at  the  spot  where  the  Agno, 
or  Bedagio,  empties  itself  into  the 
lake. 

One  of  the  prettiest  scenes  on  this 
very  picturesque  road  is  that  pre- 
sented by  the  village  and  small  lake 
of  Muzxano,  which  lies  on  the  L  of 
the  road  to 

Lugano  —  Inns :  H.  du  Pare,  laree, 
and  well  situated  on  the  site  of  the 
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Conrent  of  the  Angels;  baths  in  the 
house.  Pension  Belvedere,  kept  by 
the  landlord  of  the  H.  du  rare; 
charges,  in  summer  9  fir.  a  day,  in 
winter  6  fr. — Albergo  Srizzero. 

Lugano,  one  of  the  3  chief  towns  of 
the  canton  Tessin,  and  the  largest, 
most  thriving  in  trade,  and  most  ex- 
tending in  population,  contains  560U 
Inhab.,  and  is  charmingly  situated  on 
the  margin  of  the  Lago  Lugano.  It  is 
a  regular  Italian  town  of  dirty  arcaded 
streets,  and  deserves  to  l>e  visited 
only  for  the  beauty  of  its  site  and 
the  scenery  of  its  lake.  The  hiUs  and 
mountains  around  abound  in  all  the 
productions  of  the  luxuriant  vegetation 
of  Italy;  and  numerous  villas  are  scat- 
tered along  its  slopes  and  margin, 
embowered  among  vmeyards  and  ear- 
dens,  and  backed  Dy  the  foliage  of  the 
umbrageous  walnut  The  principal 
Churchy  of  San  Lorenzo^  is  planted  on 
an  eminence,  commanding  a  fine  view. 
The  facade  is  richly  idomed  with 
sculpture,  and  is  said  to  be  from  a  de- 
sign of  Bramante,  Near  the  cathedral 
is  a  curious  bone-house. 

Close  to  the  H.  du  Fare  is  the  Ch. 
of  Santa  Maria  degli  AngioH,  founded  in 
1499,  containing  remarkable  paintings 
in  fresco  by  Bernardino  Lvini;  a  Cru- 
cifixion of  large  size  and  many  figures 
covering  the  wall  which  divides  the 
choir  from  the  body  of  the  ch.  It  is 
one  of  the  finest  works  of  the  Lombard 
schooL  It  is  flanked  by  figures,  life- 
size,  of  S.  Sebastian  and  S.  Roch 
(?  a  portrait  of  Luini")  :  observe 
the  angel  and  the  devil  extracting 
the  souls  from  the  mouth  of  the 
two  thieves!  A  Madonna  with  the 
2  children,  in  fresco,  removed  to  a  side- 
chapel  on  the  rt.,  is  a  work  of  great 
beauty  and  refinement;  the  Last 
Supper,  in  3  compartments.  These 
paintings  were  almost  the  last  works 
of  Luini  executed  before  his  death, 
1530. 

The  Hospital  was  erected  previous 
to  the  year  1200  ;  the  former  Bishop^ s 
Palace  in  1346.  There  is  a  Theatre 
here. 

The  Giardino  Ciani^  on  the  margin 
of  the  lake,  contains  a  statue,  La  De- 
solasione,  by  Vincenzo  Yela,  a  Swiss 


sculptor,  who  modelled  the  statue  of 
Wm.  Tell  on  thefomUain  before  the 
H.  du  Pare. 

The  landlord  of  the  Park  Hotel 
has  an  English  clergyman  residing 
with  him  in  summer,  who  performs  on 
Sundays  the  English  church-service. 

Diligence  daily  to  Luino,  to  Bellin- 
zona,  and  to  Como  (Camerlata 
Stat).  Steamers  on  the  Lajgo Lugano 
to  Capo  di  Lago  and  to  Porlezza  daily. 

There  are  considerable  factories  for 
throwing  silk  erown  in  canton  Tessin; 
and  Lugano  nirther  derives  activity 
and  prosperity  from  being  the  entre- 
p6t  of  goods  shipped  across  the  lake 
from  Italy,  to  be  transported  over  the 
Alps,  ana  vice  versd,  A  large  fEur  is 
held  here  on  the  9th  October. 

Monte  Caprino,  —  The  mountain 
opposite  Lugano  is  penetrated  by 
natural  grottoes,  which  have  been 
converted  into  cellars,  called  Cantine, 
Numerous  small  houses  are  built  over 
them  ;  so  that  at  a  distance  they  have 
the  appearance  of  a  village.  These 
are  much  resorted  to  in  summer 
by  the  townspeople  on  account  of 
their  coolness. 

One  of  the  chief  objects  of  interest  at 
Lugano  is  the  panorama  of  the  Alps 
from  the  top  of  Monte  Salvadore.  Time  in 
ascending  from  the  hotel  to  a  turning  out 
of  high  road  into  a  char-road  15  min. ; 
sharp  ascent  of  20  min.  to  a  bad  mule 
path ;  from  thence  50  min.  to  the  sum- 
mit, 2682  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL  The 
slope  is  covered  with  cyclamen.  This 
mountain,  wooded  nearly  to  the  top, 
forms  a  promontory,  washed  on  two 
sides  by  the  Lake  of  Lugana  The 
view  extends  over  numerous  other 
lakes,  and  is  bounded  by  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Alps.  The  distant  pros- 
pect cannot  be  compared  with  that 
from  the  Motterone,or,  betterstill,from 
the  Monte  Generoso,  as  it  is  limited 
in  many  directions  by  intervening 
summits;  but  the  view  of  the  Monte 
Rosa  chain,  and  the  glimpses  of  more 
distant  snowy  Alps,  heighten  the  effect 
of  the  beautiful  scenery  near  at  hand. 
On  the  summit  is  a  pilgrimage  chapel. 
The  entire  excursion  takes  3  nrs. 
good  walking,  or  4  on  horseback.  The 
charge  for  a  horse  or  male  is  6  fr.. 
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but  more  is  often  demanded,  and  a 
present  (buonamano)  to  the  g^de  is  ex- 
pected. It  is  a  good  plan  for  ladies 
to  take  a  carriage  to  the  beginning  of 
the  male-path,  and  let  it  await  their 
return,  while  they  climb  the  hill  on 
fbot    For  the  geology  see  Bte.  114. 

'*  Monte  Salvadore  stands  amid  the 
intricacies  of  the  Lake  of  Lugano, 
and  is,  from  a  hundred  points  of  view, 
its  principal  ornament— rising  to  a 
heignt  of  2000  ft,  and,  on  one  side, 
nearly  perpendicular.  The  ascent  is 
toilsome.  But  the  traveller  who  per- 
forms it  will  be  amply  rewarded. 
Splendid  fertility,  rich  woods,  and 
dazzling  waters,  seclusion  and  con- 
finement of  riew  contrasted  with  sea- 
like extent  of  plain,  fading  into  the 
sky — and  this  again,  in  an  opposite 
quarter,  with  an  horizon  of  the  lof- 
tiest and  boldest  Alps — ^unite  in  com- 
posing a  prospect  more  diversified  by 
magnificence,  beauty,  and  sublimity 
than  perhaps  any  other  point  in  Eu- 
rope, of  so  inconsiderable  an  elevation, 
commands." —  Wordsworth, 

The  Logo  Lugano  (called  also  Cere^ 
sio)  is  exceedingly  irregular  in  shape, 
making  several  very  acute  bends,  so 
that  the  conspicuous  mountain  Salva- 
dore  stands  on  a  promontory,  washed 
on  two  sides  by  its  waters  :  its  great- 
est len^h  is  about  20  m.  Its  E.  and 
W.,  and  one  of  its  S.  arms,  terminate 
in  the  Lombard  territory. 

The  scenery  of  this  lake  is  sur- 
passingly beautiful,  and  has  a  cha- 
racter distinct  from  that  of  its  two 
neighbours,  Como  and  Maggiore,  in 
bein^  more  rugged  an^  unculti- 
vated.  It  at  the  same  time  presents 
great  variety  ;  near  Lugano  its  shores 
are  as  smiling,  as  frequently  speckled 
with  white  viflas  and  churches,  and  as 
richly  fringed  with  vines,  fig-trees, 
and  walnut-groves,  as  the  more  gar- 
den-like bor&rs  of  the  Lago  di  Como  ; 
but,  in  penetrating  its  E.  bay  from 
Lugano  to  Forlezza,  the  mountains 
gradually  assume  a  more  wild  and 
precipitous  outline,  and  the  darker 
tints  of  the  rock  and  oak  copse  fur- 
nish the  predominating  colour. 

Steamer  from  Capo  di  Lago  to  Lu- 
trano,  and  Lugano  to  Porlesza.  Those 


who  wish  to  eigoy  the  scenery  at  liieir 
leisure  will  prefer  a  row-boat — charge 
with  1  rower  7  fr.,  with  2  rowers 
12  fr. 

PorUxza  lies  within  the  Lombard 
frontier.  Chars  may  be  hired  here 
to  go  to  Menaggio.  The  road  tra- 
verses a  very  pretty  valley,  passing 
on  the  rt  the  little  lake  of  Piano. 
It  is  a  walk  of  about  2  hrs.  (carriage 
10  or  12  fr.)  to  reach 

Menaggio  {Tnn:  Corona),  an  unim- 
portant village  on  the  W.  shore  of  the 
Lago  di  Como.  Near  it  is  the  ViUa 
Vigoni,  formerly  Myiius,  with  some 
good  statues.  The  pedestrian,  with 
a  guide,  maj  reach  Cadenabbia  or  La 
Majolica  without  descending  to  Me- 
naggio. The  path  is  rough,  but  the 
scenery  beautifuL  Excellent  Hotels 
are  the  Bellevue  at  Cadenabbia,  and 
the  good  and  quiet  H6tel  de  la  Ville 
de  Milan  at  La  Majolica,  close  to 
which  the  steamers  stop. 


LAKE  OF  COVO. 

Prom  the  hill  above  Menaggio,  on 
the  Porlezza  road,  the  traveler  ob- 
tains his  first  view  of  the  lake  of 
Como,  at  perhaps  the  most  beautiful 
point  of  this  most  beautiful  of  the 
Italian  lakes. 

The  Lake  of  Como,  called  by  the 
ancients  Lacas  Larws  (te  Lari  Max- 
ume  1 —  Firgr.),  is  about  40  miles  long, 
from  N.  to  S.  Its  8.  extremity  is 
divided  into  two  branches  by  the 
promontory  of  Bellaggio  ;  at  the  bot- 
tom of  one  of  these  bays  lies  Como 
(Comum),  the  birthplace  of  Pliny 
and  Yolta  ;  and,  at  tne  extremity  of 
the  other,  on  the  £.,  Lecco.  The  chief 
feeder  of  the  lake  is  the  Adda,  which 
enters  it  at  the  N.,  and  flows  out  at 
Lecco.  Taken  altogether,  it  perhaps 
surpasses  in  beauty  of  scenery,  and  m 
the  richness  of  its  vegetation,  every 
other  lake  in  Italy,  fi  enjoys  a  clas- 
sical reputation,  as  the  residence  of  the 
two  Plinys,  and  the  scene  of  the  scien- 
tific researches  of  the  elder  Pliny,  the 
naturalist.      Claudian  describes  the 
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Toyage  up  the  lake  in  the  following 
elegant  lines  : — 

**  Pratinu  nmbnMfi  qai,  vestlt  littas  olivft 
lArius,  et  duici  mentitur  Nerea  fluctu, 
Fbnr&  puppe  laeum  pwBtervolat,  ocios  ind« 
Seandit  inaeeeflsoB  bromali  tidere  monies." 


Still  better  is  the  following  by  the 
author  of  •  Philip  van  Artevelde  :* — 

'*  Sublime,  but  neither  bleak  nor  bare, 
Nor  misty  are  the  mountains  there, 
Softly  sublime— profhselv  fair, 
Up  to  their  summits  eiotned  in  green. 
And  fruitftil  ss  the  vales  between* 
They  liehtly  rise, 
And  scale  the  skies. 
And  groves  and  gardens  still  abound ; 
for  where  no  shoot 
Could  else  take  root 
The  pealct  are  shelved,  and  terraced  round. 

Esrtliward  appear  in  mingled  growth 
The  mulberry  and  maixe,  above 

The  tielHs'd  vine  extends  to  both 
The  leafy  shade  they  love. 

Looks  out  the  white-walPd  cottage  here. 

The  lowly  chapel  rises  near; 

Far  down  the  foot  must  roam  to  reach 

The  lovely  lake  and  bending  beach; 

While  diesnut  green  and  olive  gray 

Chequer  the  steep  and  winding  way." 

To  describe  all  the  objects  of  interest 
on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  the  ex- 
carsions  which  may  be  made  among 
thesurroundingmonntains  and  valleys, 
would  fill  a  moderate  volume.  llLe 
majority  of  visitors,  however,  content 
themselves  with  the  immediate  shores 
and  neighbourhood  of  the  lake,  and 
with  the  exquisite  views  which  they 
obtain  without  labour  from  the  boat  or 
steamer  on  the  lake. 

The  proper  fare  for  a  row-boat  is 
1  fr.  an  hour  for  each  boatman.  When 
time  is  not  an  object  and  the  weather 
is  settled  one  boatman  is  enough. 
In  fine  weather  during  summer  the 
winds  are  invariable :  from  sunrise  to 
10  or  II  a  gentle  breeze,  N.,  or  down 
the  lake :  calm  for  an  hour  or  two  till 
past  12,  when  a  gentle  breeze,  S.,  or 
up  the  lake,  rises,  and  continues  till 
sunset,  after  which  a  dead  calm  till 
sunrise.  Boats  avail  themselves  of 
this,  and  wait  for  wind  as  a  river 
barge  waits  for  tide.  As  a  general 
rule  the  surface  of  the  lake  is  but 
slightly  furrowed ;  sudden  storms  are, 
however,  not  rare,  and  the  violent 
squalls  that  sometimes  sweep  down  the 
lake  are  dangerous  to  inexperienced 
boatmen.   Several  fiital  accidents  have 


happened  to  foreign  visitors.  Tiie 
boats  are  most  picturesque,  and  exactly 
resemble  those  depicted  by  old  painters. 
They  are  not  so  slow  as  their  appear- 
ance would  lead  one  to  expect. 

The  principal  places  on  the  B.  shore 
of  the  lake  are  noticed  in  Rte.  116.  The 
following  are  the  chief  places  on  the 
W.  shore  and  on  the  Como  branch  of 
the  lake,  commencing  at  the  N.  end. 

Domcao,  nearly  opposite  to  Colico. 
From  hence  there  is  a  pass  into  the 
Val  Misocco,  and  another  over  the 
Jorio  Pass  (about  7000  ft.)  to  Bellin- 
zona  in  6  hrs.    2  m.  from  hence  is 

Gravedona,  a    large    and   populous 
village  with  a  church  of  the  13th  cent., 
containing  some  ancient  Christian  in* 
scriptions  from  an  earlier  building. 
Dango,  and 

Mtisso,  have  little  of  interest. 
Rezzonico  has  the  remains  of  a  13th 
cent  stronghold,  lately  purchased  by 
the  Duke  Litta.  The  boatmen  here 
have  the  name  of  being  the  best  on 
the  lake,  and  will  venture  out  when 
others  dare  not  put  out  to  meet  the 
steamer. 

Menaggio  has  been  already  noticed. 
La  Majolica,  in  a  woody  situation, 
200  yards  from  the  steamer's  landing- 
place  at  Cadenabbia,  consists  of  but  3 
or  4  houses  close  to  the  lake.  One  is  the 
excellent  *Hdtel  de  la  Ville  de  Milan, 
one  of  the  best  on  the  lake ;  pension 
7  fr.  a  day  exclusive  of  attendance. 
A  short  walk  with  a  gentle  ascent 
leads  to  the  church  of  La  Madonna  di 
San  Martino,  perched  upon  a  shelf  of 
rock  overhanging  the  lake  and  com- 
manding a  "beautiful  view.  A  longer 
excursion,  which  may  be  made  from 
hence  or  fi'om  Cadenabbia,  is  the 
ascent  of  the  Monte  Crocione,  There 
is  a  circuitous  path  by  which  miUes 
may  (?)  reach  the  summit,  but  the 
direct  way  is  steep  and  fatiguing,  and 
at  the  top  the  grass  is  even  dangerously 
slippery.  The  finest  view  is  not  that 
from  the  K.  point  where  stands  a  lar^ce 
wooden  cross,  but  from  another  summit 
farther  W.  The  view,  though  of  course 
very  fine,  is  not  equal  to  those  from 
the  Monte  Generoso,  the  Legnone^  or 
the  Como  di  Canzo. 

Cadenabbia   {Tnnt :    Bellevne,  very 
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good,  clean  and  comfortable,  cooler 
than  Bellaggio,  English  service; 
Belle  He,  abo  well  spoken  of),  a 
place  of  great  resort  with  the  Mi- 
lanese in  summer.  Close  to  Cadenab- 
bia  is  the  Villa  Carhtta,  formerly 
Somniariva  (belongiDg  to  the  Duke 
of  Meiningen),  among  terraces  bor- 
dered with  myrtle  hedges  20  ft.  high. 
This  place  contains  the  Amore  e  Psyche, 
and  other  works  of  Canova^  and,  above 
all,  Thonoaldseti*s  grand  bas-relief,  the 
Triumph  of  Alexander,  executed  for 
Napoleon  when  Emperor,  and  designed 
by  him  to  decorate  the  Simplon  arch 
at  Milan. 

Opposite  to  Cadenabbia  extends  the 
promontory  of  Bellaggio. 

BeUaggio,  (Inns:  H.  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  built  against  the  hills,  with 
g&rdens  and  excellent  view ;  first-rate 
in  comfort,  clean lioess,  and  propriety ; 
and  has  an  English  chapel.  It  is  ad- 
mirably kept  by  M.  and  Mdme.  An- 
tonio Mella ;— H.  Genazzini ;  H.  and 
Pension  de  Florence.)  This  is  a 
delightful  spot,  commanding  noble 
views  over  the  lake.  The  prospect 
is  triple,  extending  upwards,  as  well 
as  down  towards  Gomo  and  Lecco. 
The  best  points  for  enjoying  it  are  the 
terraces  and  delightful  gaitlens  of  the 
Villa  Serbelloni  above  the  village. 

The  Villa  Melzi,  another  palace,  is 
elegantly  fitted.  It  has  fine  works  of 
art— statues,  busts,  a  portrait  of  Na- 
poleon ;  chiefly  visited  on  account  of 
Its  beautiful  flower-garden,  abounding 
in  tropical  plants,  rare  pijies,  &c. 

The  Villa  Giulia  belongs  to  the  King 
of  the  Belgians.  It  is  not  shown  to 
strangers. 

There  are  other  villas  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  which  the  boatmen  will 
take  visitors.  They  all  have  their 
state-rooms,  but  are  principally  re- 
markable for  the  luxuriance  with 
which  English  green-house  plants 
flourish  in  the  open  air. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  delightful 
voyage  than  that  along  the  S.W. 
arm  of  the  lake  to  Como  ^  the  shores 
are  literally  speckled  with  villages 
and  with  white  villas,  the  summer 
resort  of  the  Milanese  gentry  during 
the  season  of  the  Yilleggiatura. 


The  village  seen  on  the  W.  shore, 
immediately  after  leaving  Cadenab- 
bia, is 

Tremezzo,  with  a  second-rate  Inn. 
Beyond  this  a  rock^  promontory  stands 
out  into  the  lake ;  its  rounded  summit 
is  laid  out  as  pleasure-ground,  and 
near  the  point  is  the  fine  Villa  Balbia- 
nello,  belonging  to  Count  Arcouati.  A 
few  miles  farther  on  the  same  side  is 

Argegno,  at  the  opening  of  the  Val 
Intelvi,  From  hence  the  Monte  Ge- 
neroso  (Rte.  114)  may  conveniently 
be  ascended.    Nearly  opposite  is 

Nesso ;  above  it,  in  a  narrow  ravine 
called  the  Orrido  di  Nesso,  is  a  water- 
fidl  not  worth  a  visit  from  those  who 
have  seen  the  Alps.  About  7  m. 
farther,  also  on  the  E.  shore,  is  la 
Pliniana,  now  the  property  of  Mar- 
chesa  Trotti,  a  square  building,  so 
called,  not  because  Plin^  lived  here, 
but  because  an  intermittent  spring, 
rising  behind  it,  is  asserted  to  be  the 
one  minutely  described  by  him.  The 
Villa  Lenno  is  supposed  to  stand  on 
the  site  of  Pliny*s  Villa,  which,  from 
its  sombre  situation,  he  called  IVa- 
gedia;  an  opinion  confirmed  by  the 
discovery  of  broken  columns,  &c.,  in 
the  lake. 

Nearly  opposite  is  the  hamlet  of 
MoltrasiOf  which  also  boasts  its  water- 
fall ;  near  to  it  is  the  large  VUla  Pas^ 
salacqua;  and  on  the  opposite  or  E. 
shore,  on  a  projecting  point,  is  the 
picturesque  village  of  Ibmo.  Thence 
to  Como,  wherever  the  slope  of  the 
mountain  is  not  too  steep,  villas  con- 
stantly succeed  each  other.  Those  of 
Madame  Tafflioni  the  opera  dancer, 
of  Prince  Trabetzkoi,  of  Madame 
Pasta  the  singer,  and  of  Count  Ta- 
vema,  are  amongst  the  most  notice- 
able. These  villas,  like  all  the  places 
on  the  E.  shore  of  this  branch  of  the 
lake,  are  accessible  only  by  water,  or 
by  an  exceedingly  rough  path,  fit 
only  for  mountaineers. 

On  the  W.  shore,  about  2|  m.  from 
Como,  is 

Cemoibbio,  Inn:  La Regina dlnghil- 
terra,  a  large  and  most  comfortable 
hotel,  admirable  in  cleanliness,  good 
management,  and  in  situation,  close  to 
the  U^e.   It  is  very  good  and  pleaaiut 
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▼inter  quarters.  Adjoining  it  is  the 
Villa  dCKste,  for  sometime  the  residence 
of  the  late  Queen  Caroline.  The  Monte 
JBisbinOf  which  rises  N.  of  the  hotel, 
and  may  be  ascended  in  2^  hrs.,  com- 
mands an  admirable  Tiew.  There  is 
a  good  carriage-road  to  Como,  and 
omnibus  to  Como,  §  hr.  drive,  and  to 
Camerlata  Stat.  On  the  way  is  passed 
the  Villa  Jiaiirwndi,  one  of  the  largest 
on  the  lake. 

CoHO.  —  Inns  :  Angelo,  close  to 
the  steamboat  quay,  good ;  Italia : 
neither  of  them  comparable  to  the 
hotel  at  Cernobbio.  See  Cathedral, 
Rom.  (1396);  its  iiaptistfiry  a  design 
of  Braniante's;  '3  paintings  by  Luini. 
B/vletto  (town-hall),  13th  centy.,  on 
arches.  These  buildings  are  of  mar- 
ble, in  stripes.  For  a  description  of 
this  very  interesting  town  see  Hani>- 
BooK  FOR  N.  Italy. 

Travellers  bound  for  Milan  should 
not  forget  that  the^rly*  stat.  is  at 
Camerlata,  1^  m.  up  hill  (omnibus 
in  20  min.).  The  antiquary  should 
not  omit  to  visit  the  church  of  S, 
Abbondiot  about  a  mile  out  of  the  town, 
an  extremely  curious  church  of  the 
10th  centy.,  in  excellent  preservation. 
The  villages  by  the  lake  and  the  scat- 
tered hamlets  on  the  mountains  are 
believed  to  contain  many  remains  of 
early  middle-age  architecture  which 
would  well  repay  careful  investigation. 
When  staying  on  the  shores  of  the 
Lake  of  Como  or  L.  Maggiore  the  gas- 
tronomer should  not  fail  to  inquire  for 
agmi,  a  sort  of  small  and  delicate  fish 
of  the  [herring  tribe,  highly  approved 
by  connoisseurs. 
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CHIAVENNA  TO   LECOO. 

Eng.  m. 
Chiavenna. 

Biva 9 

Oollco 9 

Varenoa     ......    11 

Lecco 15 

The  high-road  connecting  the  pass  of 
the  Spliigen  with  Milan  runs  through 
the  valley  of  the  Maira  or  Mera,  and 
is  thence  carried  along  the  £.  shore 
of  the  L.  of  Como  to  Lecco.  A  dili- 
gence leaves  Chiavenna  |  hour  after 
midnight  and  reaches  Lecco  about  7 ; 
from  thence  it  ^oes  on  to  the  rly.  stat. 
at  Monza,  arriving  in  time  for  the  train 
which  reaches  Milan  at  10  o'clock. 
There  is  also  an  omnibus  from  Chia- 
venna to  meet  the  lake  steamer  at 
Colico.  Below  Chiavenna  (Kte.  87) 
the  valley  of  the  Maira  is  flat  and 
marshy  till  it  reaches 

Jiioaf  near  the  N.  extremity  of  the 
Lago  Mezzola,  called  also  Lago  di 
Riva.  It  is  a  most  picturesque  small 
lake,  so  waited  in  by  mountains  that, 
until  a  few  years,  there  was  no  road 
by  the  side  of  it,  and  travellers  were 
carried  across  it  in  flat  barges  by  a 
tedious  navigation,  rendered  difficult 
and  intricate  by  the  annually  in- 
creasing deposits  of  mad,  which  form 
shoals  between  this  lake  and  that  of 
Como,  and  prevent  the  steamboat  as- 
cending to  Riva.  The  naked  and 
savage  mountains  around  have  a  very 
peculiar  outline.  Their  sides  are  fui^ 
rowed  with  ravines,  down  which  furi- 
ous torrents  precipitate  themselves  at 
some  seasons,  strewing  the  margin  of 
the  lake  with  wreck.  The  engineers 
who  constructed  the  capital  new  road, 
finished  in  1835,  experienced.the  great* 
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est  obstacles  in  crossing  the  d^ris  at 
the  mouth  of  these  ravines.  The 
Codera,  one  of  the  most  furious  tor- 
rents, spreads  out  its  waste  of  rocks 
and  ff ravel  in  the  shape  of  a  fan,  for  a 
breadth  of  at  least  half  a  mile.  This 
river  at  ordinary  times  trickles  through 
the  stones  in  3  or  4  paltry  driblets, 
crossed  by  wooden  bridges,  under 
which  the  water  is  turned  by  the 
construction  of  artificial  canals,  flanked 
by  wedge-shaped  dams  and  dykes. 
After  traversing  this  desolate  space 
the  road  is  carried  through  two  galle- 
ries excavated  in  the  rock,  and  soon 
after  emerges  upon  the  delta  of  the 
river  Adda,  flowing  from  the  E.  out 
of  the  Valteline  into  the  lake  of  Como. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  lake 
originally  bathed  the  feet  of  the  moun- 
tain on  this  side ;  but,  in  the  course  of 
ages,  the  deposits  brought  down  by 
the  Adda  and  Maira  have  so  far  en- 
croached on  it  as  to  form  an  extensive 
plain  of  swamp  and  morass,  through 
which  the  river  Adda  now  winds. 
The  new  causeway  stretches  in  a 
straight  line  across  this  morass,  passing 
the  Adda  upon  a  long  wooden  bridge, 
too  narrow  for  more  than  one  carriage 
at  a  time.  Near  the  centre  of  the 
plain  the  great  road  to  the  Stelvio 
branches  off  on  the  I.  (See  Handbook 
FOB  South  Germant.)  The  Spanish 
Fort  Fuentes,  built  1603,  as  the  key  of 
the  Valteline,  on  a  rock,  once,  perhaps, 
an  island,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Adda, 
is  left  on  the  rt.,  and  the  margin  of 
the  lake  of  Oomo  is  reached  at 

Colico,  a  village  situated  under  the 
Monte  Legnone,  immediately  S.  of  the 
embouchure  of  the  Adda.  It  is  less 
unwholesome  than  formerly,  owing  to 
the  drainage  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
marsh-land.  It  is  not,  however,  a  good 
halting-place;  the  indifferent  Inns, 
Air  Isola  Bella  and  Angelo,  are  poor 
and  not  clean. 

Steamboats  from  Como  arrive  off 
Colico  every  day,  about  noon,  and  re- 
turn in  half  an  hour.  On  some  days 
iu  the  week  there  is  also  a  steamer 
early  in  the  morning.  They  will  em- 
bark or  disembark  a  carriage;  fare, 
first  class,  3  frs.  Boats  may  at  all 
times  be  hired  here  to  cross  or  descend 


the  lake,  but  they  are  dear,  and  are 
scarcely  safe  for  carriages. 

Diligences  daily— to  Bormio  Baths 
at  the  foot  of  Uie  Stelvio,  passing 
through  Sondrio;  to  Milan,  across 
the  Spliigen. 

For  Bellaggio  and  the  villas  on  the 
Lake,  see  Rte.  115. 

[Colico  is  the  best  point  from  whence 
to  undertake  the  ascent  of  the  Legnone 
(about  8600  £ng.  ft),  the  highest 
mountain  rising  from  the  shores  of  the 
lake.  It  is  a  long  and  fatiguing  day's 
work,  but  the  view  from  the  summit 
when  clear,  which  is  not  very  com- 
monly the  case,  must  be  of  the  highest 
order.]  About  half  way  to  Vareuua 
is  CorermOf  near  the  opening  of  the 
Vol  Varrone,  from  whence  the  ascent  of 
the  Legnone  is  also  practicable.  The 
whole  road  from  Colico  to  Varenna  is 
a  remarkable  specimen  of  engineering 
for  the  time  when  it  was  constructed. 
In  several  places  the  mountains  de- 
scend so  steeply  into  the  lake  that  it 
was  necessary  to  carry  the  road 
through  tunnels  excavated  in  the  solid 
rock.    9  m.  from  Colico  is 

Bellano,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Piocenui, 
the  stream  from  the  Vai  SassmOf  a  beau- 
tiful valley,  through  which  the  pedes- 
trian who  has  already  seen  the  lake 
may  reach  Lecco  in  6  or  7  hrs.,  passing 
Intrchbio,  the  principal  village  of  the 
valley,  where  there  is  a  tolerable  Inn. 
On  the  slope  of  the  mountain  above 
Bellano,  and  about  500  ft.  above  the 
lake,  is  the  Jfydrvpathic  Establishment 
of  Re^pledo^  much  frequented  both  by 
Milanese  and  by  foreigners.  It  is  said 
to  be  well  conducted. 

Varenna  {Tnna:  Albergo  Beale,  di 
Marcionui,  on  lake,  good  and  clean), 
the  best  stopping  place  on  the  E.  side 
of  the  lake.  Visit  the  remarkable  gal- 
leries near  it,  excavated  in  the  solid 
rock,  to  allow  that  magnificent  Road 
to  Vie  Stelvio  Pass  to  traverse  the  £. 
shore  of  the  lake.  Pleasant  walks  up 
the  mountain  behind,  to  the  Castle,  to 
Perleda,  and  along  the  brow  of  the 
hill  to  the  Cascade  Fiume  de  Latte— 
extensive  view. 

A  very  interesting  expedition  for  a 
mountaineer  is  the  ascent  of  the 
Grigni  or  Monie  Codine  (7986  ft),  the 
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ragged  range  which  in  tier  over  tier  of 
dolomite  precipices  oTerhangs  the  S.E. 
branch  of  the  lake,  commonly  called 
the  Lago  di  Lecco.  It  is  scarcely 
possible  to  find  the  way  without  a 
guide,  as  the  mountain  is  not  seen  for 
a  great  part  of  the  way.  The  best 
plan  is  to  go  first  from  Varenna  to  the 
Tillage  of  Gsine,  and  there  inquire  for 
a  shepherd  boy  who  knows  the  moun- 
tain and  will  serve  as  guide.  The  way 
to  the  summit  presents  the  utmost 
Variety  of  beautiful  and  wild  scenery. 
Food  should  be  taken,  as  none  will  be 
found,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  allow 
13  or  14  hrs.,  inclusive  of  stoppages. 
An  easier  but  less  interesting  way  to 
reach  the  summit  is  by  ascending  the 
steep  eastern  side  from  near  Introbbio. 
It  would  be  best  to  combine  both, 
ascending  from  Introbbio,  and  de^ 
scending  to  Varenna ;  but  it  would  not 
be  easy  to  find  a  guide  ac<}uainted 
with  both  sides  of  the  mountam. 

Steamers  ply  on  the  S.E.  branch,  or 
Lake  of  Lecco,  only  on  Saturdays,  but 
the  scenery  will  be  more  fully  enjoyed 
from  a  boat  The  character  of  this 
part  of  the  lake  is  ver^  different  from 
the  rest,  being  fiir  wilder  and  more 
rugged. 

About  half-way  to  Lecco  is  Men- 
dello,  at  the  mouth  of  a  torrent  de- 
scending from  the  Grigna.  By  fol- 
lowing this  torrent  an  enterprising 
cragsman  may  reach  the  summit  of 
the  mountain,  but  it  is  not  an  excur- 
sion for  ordinary  travellers.  About  1 5 
Eng.  m.  from  Varenna  is 

Lecco.  (See  Handbook  fob 
NoBTHEKN  Italy.) 
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ROUTE  117. 

AltOHA  TO  VARALLO,  IN  THE  VAL  8E8IA. 

Eng.  m. 
Arona. 
BoTigomiuiero   .....    6 

Komagnano ^^ 

BorgoSesIa U 

Varalk) 6 

Altogether  5  hours*  drive  from 
Arena  to  VaraUo. 

Omnibus  daily. 

Borgomdnero  is  a  large  well-built 
town  in  the  direct  road  to  Vercelli  and 
Turin,  from  Arona.  [From  Borgomd- 
nero (no  post-horses)  a  ^ood  carriage 
road  lies  through  the  village  of  Gox- 
zano  to  Buccicme^  a  village  at  the 
head  of  the  lake  of  Orta,  which  may 
be  reached  in  an  hour  from  Borgoma- 
nero.  A  new  road  has  also  been  made 
from  Arona  to  Orta,  avoiding  the  de- 
tour by  Borgomanero.  The  scenery 
on  the  road,  especially  the  approach 
Q  2 
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to  the  lake  of  Orta  rRte.  118),  is  very 
fine.  At  Buccione  boats  may  be  had 
to  Omegna  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
lake,  distant  9  m. ;  or  to  Orta.] 

From  Borgomcmero  there  is  an 
excellent  road  to  the  little  town  of 
Jiomagnano  on  the  Sesia  (/nn.  La 
Fosta),  remarkable  as  the  spot  where 
Bayard — sans  peur  et  sans  reproche — 
received  his  death- wound  while  pro- 
tecting the  rear  of  the  French  under 
Bonnivet  in  their  retreat  across  the 
Alps,  April  20,  1524.  From  Romag- 
nano  the  road  up  the  course  of  the 
Sesia  is  singularly  beautiful ;  the 
mountains  as  they  are  approached 
offer  richly  wooded  slopes,  and  the 
masses  are  relieved  by  castles, 
churches,  and  oratories.  The  vege- 
tation is  most  luxuriant ;  several 
villages  are  passed. 

The  principal  place  before  arriving 
at  Varallo  is  Borgo  Sesia  ;  here  the 
valley  becomes  narrower,  and  the  road 
offers  some  striking  scenes,  though 
the  range  of  view  is  more  limited  in 
the  narrow  parts  of  the  Val  Sesia.  It 
opens  again  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

Varallo.   Inns :  Albergo  dTtalia — 

good;  dinner,  3^  fr.;  bed,  2  fr.; 
reakfast,  Ij  fr.  La  Poste,  fine  view, 
pqually  good.  Falcone  Nero,  an 
Italian  trattoria.  There  is  need  of 
many  inns  to  provide  for  the  bodily 
wants  of  the  pilgrim  visitors  to  the 
Sacro  Monte,  who,  especially  on  the 
Festas  of  the  Church,  crowd  here  as 
devotees.  The  situation  of  this  town, 
and  the  sanctuary  on  its  celebrated 
Sacro  Monte — La  Naova  Qerusalemme 
nel  Sacro  Monte  di  Varallo,  as  the 
guide-book  calls  this  extraordinary 
place  of  pilgrimage — present  singular 
and  interesting  scenes,  which  no  one 
who  has  the  means  should  neglect  to 
visit.  Its  old  houses  and  richly 
wooded  slopes  form  a  tableau  that 
few  sketchers  fail  to  possess. 

The  *  Sacro  Monte  rises  immediately 
above  the  town,  and  is  accessible  by  a 
paved  path,  which  winds  up  the  side 
of  the  hill,  and  oflFers  from  every  turn 
picturesque  and  beautiful  scenes. 

In  the  fine  Ch.  of  S,  Francisco^  at  the 


foot  of  the  S.  Monte,  are  some  admirable 
works  by  Gaudenzio  Ferrari^  a  pupil 
and  companion  of  Raphael,  executed 
after  his  return  from  Rome,  1510-13. 
The  whole  wall  dividing  the  nave  from 
the  choir  (the  passage  from  one  to 
the  other  being  only  uirongh  a  small 
arch)  is  painted  by  him  in  fresco,  in 
19  compartments,  representing  events 
in  our  Saviour's  history — the  central 
and  largest  being  the  Crucifixion. 
They  are  all  most  carefully  executed, 
and  are  among  the  best  works  of  the 
master,  serving  to  illustrate  his  po- 
sition in  Italian  art.  In  a  side  chapel 
(rt.)  are  also  2  frescoes  by  him — the 
Circumcision  and  the  Dispute  with 
the  Doctors;  not  so  good.  In  the 
cloister  is  a  Pieti;  and  in  the  Sacristy 
a  Virgin  and  saints,  on  wood,  by 
Giovenone  his  master,  much  injured. 

In  the  Ch.  of  St,  Qandenxio  is  a 
fine  altarpiece  on  panel  by  G.  Fer- 
rari. 

The  hiU  of  the  Sacro  Monte  is 
covered  with  a  series  of  50  chapels  or 
oratories,  containing  groups  of  figures 
modelled  in  terra-cotta,  painted  and 
clothed.  Tliey  chiefly  represent  some 
of  the  principal  events  in  the  history 
of  Christ,  in  the  order  of  their  occur- 
rence. These  structures  are  never 
entered;  they  are  merely  frames  or 
cases  for  the  subjects  grouped  within 
them,  seen  from  2  or  3  peep-holes  in 
front,  like  those  in  the  raree-shows. 
As  works  of  art  the  greater  number 
are  very  indiflFerent.  A  few,  on  the 
contrary,  by  Gaudenzio  and  his 
pupils,  contain  works  of  the  highest 
merit,  and  to  these  the  attention  of 
every  traveller  of  taste  is  specially  in- 
vited. He  will  be  sorry  to  miss  them, 
as  he  might  easily  do,  in  passing 
rapidly  along  the  mass  of  rubbish. 
Externally,  these  oratories  are  rich  in 
the  architectural  display  of  facades, 
porticos,  domes,  &c. :  the  figures  with- 
in are  the  size  of  life. 

The  subjects  are  in  the  order  of  the 
numbers  of  the  chapels. 

1.  The  Fall  of  Man.  Adam  and  Eve 
are  seen  amidst  animals  of  all 
sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  ele- 
phant to  the  rabbit. 
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2.  The  Annunciation.     The  series 

which  refer  to  Christ  com- 
mences. 

3.  The  Visitation. 

4.  The  Angel  announcing  to  Joseph 

the  Miraculous  Conception. 

5.  The  Star  of  the  East,  by  Gau- 

denzio  and  his  pupils. 

6.  The  Nativity. 

7.  Joseph  and  Mary  adoringChrist 

8.  The  Presentation  in  the  Temple. 

9.  The  Angel   advising  Joseph   to 

fly  into  Egypt. 

10.  The  Flight. 

XI.  The  Murder  of  the  Innocents.  One 
of  the  large  compositions  con- 
tains above  60  figures,  the  size 
of  life,  besides  the  painted 
groups  on  the  walls;  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  assist  the  compo- 
sition. 

12.  The  Baptism  in  the  Jordan. 

13.  1lie  Temptation. 

14.  Christ  and    the  Woman  of  Sa- 

maria. 

1 5.  Christ  Curing  the  Paralytic 

16.  Christ  Raising  the  Widow's  Son. 

17.  The  Transfiguration.     This-  ora- 

tory, by  Pietro  Petera,  a  native 
of  Val  Sesia,  the  largest  of  all, 
perhaps  100  ft.  high,  is  repre- 
sented upon  an  enormous  scale; 
the  group  in  the  foreground  con- 
tains the  demoniac  boy ;  on  the 
mountain,  an  immense  modelled 
mass,  are  the  three  disciples; 
above  them^  Christ,  with  Moses 
and  Elias ;  over  these,  painted 
on  the  walls  and  ceiling  of  the 
dome,  are  the  host  of  neaven; 
and  above  all,  the  Almighty. 

18.  The  Raising  of  Lazarus. 

19.  The  Entrance  into  Jerusalem. 

20.  The  Last  Supper. 

21.  Christ  in  the  Garden. 

22.  Christ  finds  his  Disciples  Sleep- 

ing. 

23.  Christ  betrayed  by  Judas. 

24.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Anna. 

25.  Christ  in  the  Hands  of  Caiaphas. 

26.  The  Repentance  of  St.  Peter. 

27.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Pilate. 

28.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Herod. 

29.  Christ  Reconducted  to  Pilate. 

30.  The  Flagellation. 

31.  Christ  Crowned  with  Thorns. 


32.  Christ  again  conducted  to  Pilate, 

33.  Christ  shown  to  the  People. 

34.  Pilate  Washing  his  Hands. 

35.  Christ  sentenced  to  Death. 

36.  Christ  Bearing  the  Cross. 

37.  Christ  Nailed  to  the  Cross. 
38.**The  Crucifixion. 

The  paintings  on  the  walls  and 
ceiling  of  this  chapel  are  the 
masterpiece  of  Gaudenzio  Fer-  . 
rarL  The  chief  subject,  a 
splendid  composition,  including 
60  or  70  figures,  is  in  good 

E reservation.    Observe  the  soft 
eautv  of  the  group  of  females 
and  children. 

39.  Christ  taken  down  from  the  Cross. 

40.  The   Pieti— the  Women   around 

the  Body  of  Christ,  This  was 
the  earliest  work  of  G.  Ferrari. 
The  frescoes,  now  much  in- 
jured, were  painted  when  he 
was  but  nineteen.  The  original 
modelled  figures  have  been  re- 
moved, and  others  substituted. 

41.  The  Body  wrapped  in  Linen. 

42.  San  Francesco. 

43.  Christ  Lying  in  the  Sepulchre. 

44.  Saint  Anna. 

45.  An    Angel    announcing    to    the 

Virgin  Mary  her  Translation 
to  Heaven. 

46.  The    Sepulchre    of    the    Virgin 

Mary. 

All  the  walls  are  painted,  and  many 
of  the  pictures  are  masterly  produc- 
tions, not  unworthy  of  the  reputation 
of  Pelegrim  TibaUii^  whose  name  is 
found  in  the  list  of  those  who  were 
employed  upon  the  works  of  the  Sacro 
Monte  di  Varallo;  together  with  that 
of  Oaudemio  Ferrari,  Fiammingo  the 
famous  sculptor  of  children,  and  many 
other  artists  of  eminence,  as  painters, 
sculptors,  and  architects.  The  val- 
leys of  the  Novarrese,  of  which  Val 
Sesia  is  the  principal,  are  remark- 
able for  the  number  of  painters  they 
have  produced,  and  the  names  of  man^ 
are  preserved  here  as  having  contri- 
buted to  the  embellishment  of  this 
singular  sanctuary. 

Much  effect  is  produced  by  the 
appropriate  situation  of  some  of  the 
subjects.     The  access  to  the    place 
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where  Christ  is  laid  in  the  sepulchre 
is  by  a  vault,  where  little  light  is  ad- 
mitted; and  as  it  is  difficult  on  enter- 
ing from  the  open  day  to  distinguish 
at  first  any  object,  the  efifect  is  very 
imposing. 

Many  of  the  figures  are  clothed  in 
real  drapery,  and  some  have  real  hair, 
which  appears  very  grotesque,  yet 
full  of  character  and  expression;  many 
of  the  heads  are  finely  modelled.  In 
the  subject  of  the  Visitation  the  head 
of  a  female  is  strikingly  fine.  The 
executioners  conducting  to  Calvary, 
or  otherwise  employed  in  inflicting 
suffering  on  Christ,  are,  to  increase 
the  disgust  for  their  characters,  mo- 
delled with  goitres  appended  to  their 
throats. 

The  Sacro  Monte  originated  in 
the  piety  of  the  blessed  (i,e,  half 
saint)  Bernardino  Coloto,  a  noble  Mi- 
lanese, who  obtained  in  1486,  from 
Pope  Innocent  VIIL,  a  faculty  to 
found  this  sanctuary.  Only  3  or  4 
chapels  were  built  in  the  time  of  the 
founder^  but  so  great  did  its  reputa- 
tion for  sanctity  soon  become,  thai 
princes  and  rich  devotees  speedily 
contributed  to  make  it  what  it  now  is. 
St.  Carlo  Borromeo  twice  visited  it, 
in  1578  and  1584,  and  the  pallet  bec^ 
stead,  upon  which  this  patron  saint 
of  Milan  died,  is  preserved  here  as 
a  holy  relic  for  the  veneration  of  the 
faithftiL 

The  convent,  where  the  priests 
reside,  in  a  beautifiil  situation, 
commands  views  of  Yarallo  and  the 
Val  Sesia  below  the  town.  At  the 
entrance  to  the  Oratories,  booths  or 
shops  are  established  for  the  sale 
of  oorone,  i.  e.  beads,  crucifixes,  ma- 
donnas, &c.,  which  have  acquired 
sanctity  by  having  touched  the  blessed 
bed  of  the  holy  St.  Carlo,  or  other 
miracle-worldng  relics. 

Near  Yarallo  are  nickel  -  mines 
worked  by  an  English  company. 

The  population  of  the  V  al  Sesia  is 
about  35,000 ;  most  of  the  men  leave 
the  valley  and  find  employment  else- 
where as  masons,  builders,  &c. 

There  is  good  trout-fishing  in  the 
river. 


The  Ponte  della  Gida,  about  1  hr.'s 
walk  up  the  Val  Mastalone,  is  a  re- 
markable scene;  the  green  river 
hemmed  in  by  vertical  rocks  150  ft. 
high,  is  spanned  by  a  lofty  bridge. 
A  good  carriage-road  goes  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Ferrera.  (See  Rte.  123.) 
Omnibus  twice  a  day  from  Yarallo 
to  Novara  Stat. 


ROUTE  118. 

BAYENO  TO  YARALLO,  BY  THE  LAKE  OF 
ORTA,  OR  BY  YAL  BTBONA. 

h.  m. 
Bftveno  to  Qravellona   1  23  ) 
Omegna    ....    1    0  >  4  bra.  18  m. 
Orui 1  66 ) 

The  lake  of  Orta  may  be  reached 
from  Baveno,  either  by  ascending  the 
Motterone  (Rte.  Ill),  and  descending 
from  thence  to  Orta,  a  walk  or  ride  of 
0^  hrs.,  or  by  the  carriage-road  (about 
8  m.)  to  Omegna  at  the  N.  end  of  the 
lake.    From  Omegna  to  Orta  there  is 
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a  good  road  (7  m.)  along  the  £.  shore 
of  the  lake.  A  boat  with  one  rower 
costs  2  fr.  The  route  by  the  Val 
Strona  is  taken  from  Omegna. 

The  mule-path  from  Baveno  to  the 
Motterone,  passing  through  woods  of 
chestnut-trees  during  the  lower  part 
of  the  ascent,  is  carried  over  a  neck 
of  the  mountain  a  long  way  below  the 
summit,  which  is  reached  oj  a  steep 
climb  up  the  grassy  slope.  At  the  base 
of  the  ascent  are  several  dairy-farms 
or  chalets,  where  the  traveller  can 
obtain  refreshment  in  the  shape  of 
excellent  cream,  milk,  cheese,  &e. 
It  takes  2^  hrs.  to  descend  to  Orta:  in 
fact,  it  requires  nearly  7  hrs.  to  take 
this  walk  from  Baveno  to  Orta  and 
enjoy  the  yiew. 

The  view  from  the  summit  of  the 
Monte  Motterone  (5100  ft.)  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  on  the  S.  declivity 
of  the  Alps.  The  Mont  Blanc,  the 
Combin,  and  the  Mont  Cervin,  are 
hidden  by  the  nearer  hills  of  the  Val 
Sesia  and  by  the  Monte  Rosa.  The 
line  of  snowy  peaks  to  rt.  of  the  latter, 
embracing  Cima  de  Jazi,  Fletschhom, 
Monte  I^ne,  and  Bortelhom,  ap- 
pears to  great  advantage.  Farther 
£.  rise  the  peaks  and  glaciers  that 
lie  on  either  side  of  the  Bemar- 
din  and  Spliigen  passes,  and  in  the 
further  distance  the  great  mass  of  the 
Bemina  Alps.  Almost  at  his  feet  the 
traveller  sees  5  lakes — the  Ma^iore, 
the  Lake  of  Orta,  those  of  Monato, 
Comabbio,  and  Varese;  and  still  far- 
ther to  the  rt  the  great  plain  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  of  Piedmont,  studded  with 
innumerable  villages,  with  Milan  in 
the  centre,  whose  cathedral  is  dis- 
tinctly visible.  The  two  great  tribu- 
taries of  the  Fo,  the  Sesia  and  the 
Ticino,  appear  like  silver  ribbons 
traversing  the  dark  ground  of  the 
plain,  and  the  distant  Apennines  of 
Farma  and  Modena  close  this  un- 
rivalled panorama  to  the  S.,  whilst 
the  plain  of  Lombard^  stretches  afar 
to  the  £.  till  it  is  lost  m  the  horizon. 

If  the  weather  be  unfavourable  for 
the  view,  the  traveller  may  reach 
Orta  without  passing  over  the  sum- 
mit, and  spare  more  than  an  hour's 
walk. 


Orta,  {Inna :  'Albergo  San  Giulio, 
Yery  good,  comfortable  and  moderate; 
— Leone  d'Oro  is  a  very  good  little 
inn,  beautifully  situated  at  the  water's 
edge; — La  Foste,  prettily  situated.) 
This  town  is  deligntfully  placed  on 
the  borders  of  the  lake,  out  upon 
the  side  of  a  steep  declivity,  so  tnat 
the  walks  have  the  disadvantage  of 
being  always  up  and  down  hill.  The 
facilities  for  shooting  in  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  and  forests,  and 
for  fishing,  boating,  and  bathing  in 
the  lake,  offer  inducements  for  a 
short  stay  in  this  cool  and  delicious 
retirement.  A  charming  villa  has 
lately  been  built  by  Count  Natta, 
with  beautiful  garden,  above  the 
town. 

The  Monte  Sacro,  on  the  summit  of  a 
lofty  promontory  projecting  into  the 
lake,  is  a  sanctuary,  dedicate  to  Saint 
Francis  of  Assisi,  approached  by  22 
chapels  or  oratories,  like  those  of  Va- 
rallo.  Some  are  elegant  in  their  archi- 
tecture; and  they  contain,  as  at  Va- 
rallo,  groups  in  terra-cotta,  of  which 
at  least  seven  are  good  works  of  art. 
The  hill  is  laid  out  like  a  garden,  a 
character  which  peculiarly  belongs  to 
the  mountain  slopes  which  surround 
this  lake,  and  whence  probably  its 
name  is  derived.  The  magnolia  and 
cactus  are  seen  growing  in  the 
open  air.  The  views  from  the  hill 
of  the  sanctuary  are  of  singular 
beauty,  comprising  the  lake,  the  proxi- 
mate mountains  covered  with  wood, 
villages  which  speckle  the  shores  of 
the  lake  and  the  sides  of  the  hills,  and 
the  whole  surmounted  by  the  Alps. 
Aug.  2  to  9  is  a  grand  fete. 

It  was  the  plan  of  General  Chasse- 
loup  to  continue  the  great  route  of 
the  Simplon  along  the  shores  of 
the  lake  of  Orta  ;  but  the  difference 
of  level — Orta  being  500  feet  higher 
than  lake  Maggiore  —  induced  the 
adoption  of  the  line  by  Baveno.  As 
mentioned  in  Rte.  117,  Orta  is  within 
easy  reach  of  the  rly.  stat.  at  Arona, 
from  whence  Turin,  Genoa,  or  Milan 
are  easily  reached  on  the  same  da^. 

The  Isola  di  San  Giulio  is  an  object 
of  singular  beauty  in  the  lake;  it  lies 
between  Orta  and  Fella.    The  church 


328 


ROUTE  118. — ^PELl4A.      OMEQNA. 


Sect  n. 


and  Tillage  surmount  a  rock  that 
rises  out  of  the  deep  lake;  the  brie^ht 
buildings  on  it  contrast  with  the  blue 
waters  with  a  fairy-like  effect.  The 
ctmrck,  chiefly  modernized,  but  retain- 
ing some  old  parts,  was  built  on  a 
spot  rendered  sacred  by  the  retreat 
of  San  Giulio,  in  the  4th  century  ; 
here  his  ashes  are  preserved  in  a 
vault;  and  the  verteora  of  a  mon- 
strous serpent,  in  reality  bones  of  a 
whale,  said  to  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  saint,  is  shown  as  a  relic. 

The  church  contains  an  old  mosaic 
pavement  and  frescoes  by  P.  Tibaldi; 
a  side  chapel  rudely  painted  by  an  un- 
known master,  1486;  another  entirely 
by  Gavdenzio  Ferrari^  the  chief  subject 
the  Virgin  and  Child  enthroned,  singu- 
larly gpmceful,  but  injured;  above,  the 
Martyrdom  of  St.  Stephen ;  on  the 
vaulted  roof  the  4  Doctors  of  the 
Western  Church,  with  the  Evange- 
listic symbols— interesting  exam^es 
of  the  pure  Lombard  style;  a  curious 
pulpit,  and  bas-reliefs  of  St.  G.  driving 
out  snakes  from  the  island.  Guilla, 
the  wife  of  Beranger  IL,  king  of 
Lombardy,  took  refuge  on  the  island 
in  962,  and  defended  it  resolutely 
against  Otho  I.,  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, who  had  invaded  Italy  and 
deposed  her  husband.  Otho  re- 
stored the  island  to  the  bishops  of 
Kovara,  who  had  long  held  it  before 
it  was  seized  by  Beranger. 

At  Pella^  the  village  on  the  W. 
shore  near  to  the  Isola  Giulio,  asses 
may  be  hired  for  crossing  the  Colma 
to  varallo,  4^  hrs.;  a  ride  of  great 
interest,  from  the  beautiful  sites  and 
views  which  it  offers.  A  steep  path 
leads  up  the  mountain  side  to  Arola 
amidst  the  richest  vegetation;  vines, 
fi^*  ^urds,  and  fruit-trees.  The  views 
lookmg  back  upon  the  Lago  d'Orta 
are  superb.  Magnificent  forest-trees 
offer  their  shade,  and  the  road  in  some 
places  passes  amidst  precipices  of 
granite  in  a  state  of  decomposition ; 
nere  many  of  the  specimens  sold  at 
Baveno  are  obtained.  Above  these 
granitic  masses  the  path  continues 
through  scenes  resembling  the  most 


beautiful  park  scenery  of  England, 
and  then  opens  upon  the  Col  de  Colma, 
a  bushy  common,   where  wide  and 

E leasing  views  are  presented  of  the 
ikes  of  Orta,Maggiore,  and  the  plains 
of  Lombardy,  and,  towards  the  Alps, 
of  Monte  Rosa. 

The  descent  on  the  other  side  is  not 
less  beautiful.  The  Yal  Sesia  is  seen  in 
the  deep  distance,  richly  wooded  and 
studded  with  churches  and  villages; 
the  path  leads  down  through  pastoral 
scenes,  which  sometimes  recall  the 
most  agreeable  recollections  of  home 
to  an  English  traveller;  then  changes 
almost  suddenly  to  the  deep  gloom  of 
a  ravine,  where  there  are  quarries, 
formerly  worked  for  the  buildings  of 
Varallo,  buried  in  a  forest  of  enor- 
mous walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 
Issuing  from  this  wild  spot,  the  tra- 
veller shortly  finds  himself  in  the  Val 
Sesia  at  liocco,  about  1  mile  from 
Varallo,  SeeRte.  117. 
A  new  and  shorter  road  turns  rt. 
about  150  yards  beyond  the  top  of  the 
Col — leaving  Rocco  on  the  1.,  and 
joins  the  old  road  about  A  m.  from 
Varallo. 

The  route  from  Omegna  to  Varallo 
by  the  Val  Strona  involves  a  consider- 
able circuit,  but  the  scenery  will 
amply  compensate  the  traveller  for 
his  extra  laoour.  The  distance  might 
be  accomplished  in  one  day  by  an 
active  pedestrian,  but  it  is  a  letter 
plan  to  sleep  at  Fubello,  where  there 
is  a  good  country  inn. 

Omegna  {Inn  indifferent,  and  charges 
high),  at  the  N.  end  of  lake  of  Orta, 
where  the  stream  from  it  is  joined  by 
the  Strona  torrent  as  it  issues  from 
the  mountains.  The  Val  Stivfia  is  a 
narrow  glen  whose  steep  sides  are 
clothed  with  fine  forest  trees  and  a 
beautiful  and  varied- vegetation.  A 
rough  paved  path,  in  some  parts  rather 
steep,  ascends  the  valley,  which  winds 
much,  and  at  every  turn  presents  new 
pictures  of  exauisite  beauty.  After 
passing  the  villages  of  Strona  and 
Fomo,  the  last  in  the  valley  is  reached, 

Campello,  a  charming  object  for  the 
painter,  but  not  offering  good  quarters 


ROUTE  119. 


YARALLO  TO  ALAGNA*     THE  VAL  8ESIA. 


Piect'  ^  Savoy.        route  119. — varallo  to  alagka. 

to  the  tourist.  The  ascent  of  the 
Col  di  CampeUo  commences  immedi- 
diately  above  the  village,  and  presents 
no  dimculty.  It  is  a  pass  of  no  great 
height  (about  6000  ft?),  over  the 
ridge  which  separates  the  Val  Strona 
from  the  Val  Mastalone.  The  Monte 
Rosa,  whose  8  summits,  rising  like 
turret-s  from  the  prodigious  inacces- 
sible wall  which  forms  its  eastern  face, 
are  from  12  to  14  m.  distant,  presents 
one  of  the  grandest  views  to  be  seen 
in  the  Alps.  A  tolerably  correct 
view  is  piven  in  Mr.  King's  *  Italian 
Valleys.  A  steep  descent  leads  to 
the  German  village  of  Rlmella  in  the 
Val  Mastalone.  Accommodation  may 
be  had  here,  but  it  is  better  to  push 
on  to 
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Fobelhj  where  there  is  a  very  good 
country  ftm,  H.  d'ltalie.  The  route 
from  thence  to  Varallo  is  given  in 
Rte.  123* 

[Another  way  from  Omegna  to 
Varallo,  rather  longer  and  more  labo- 
rious than  the  ordinary  route  by  the 
Col  di  Colma,  but  much  shorter  than 
that  by  the  Val  Strona,  is  by  the 
Tillage  of  Qiuxma^  and  from  thence  over 
the  Monte  Mazzucane  to  Catncisco.  This 
mountain  is  a  somewhat  enlarged 
edition  of  the  Motterone,  which  Ties 
a  few  miles  &rther  E.  It  lies  nearer 
to  the  Monte  Rosa,  but  is  not  so 
centrally  placed  in  regard  to  the  lakes. 
By  this  route  Omegna  is  about  6  hrs. 
walk  from  Varallo.] 


Varallo. 
Pi'Mle     . 
Mollla   . 
Riva      . 
Alagna  . 


Hn.     Eug.  m. 
.    4     a=    la 

.      2        es        6 

.   a    s=    « 

.    *  =    1* 


There  is  a  good  carriage- road  as 
far  as  Mollla.  Mules  may  be  had 
at  that  village.  A  side-saddle  may  be 
procured  at  Varallo,  but  not  farther 
up  the  valley.  Diligence  twice  daily 
from  Mollia  to  the  rlwy. 

The  Val  Sesia  offers  scenes  of  less 
rug&red  erandeur  than  some  of  its  la- 
teral vafieys  ;  but  in  its  course  many 
of  great  beauty  are  passed,  chiefly 
rendered  so  by  the  fine  wooding  of  the 
slones,  the  grand  forms  of  the  trees, 
ana  the  sometimes  tranquil,  often  fu- 
rious course  of  the  Sesia.  The  villages 
of  Balmuccia  and  Scopa  (a  clean  Inn^ 
kept  by  Giuseppe  Topino)  are  passed, 
and  the  wild  V(d  Sermenta^  called  also 
Val  Piccola,  opens  on  the  rt. 

At  SoopeUo^Fnn :  indifferent,  charges 
extortionate)  there  are  many  smeltJng 
houses,  where  the  copper  ore,  already 
washed  andcrushed,  is  reduced.  About 
50  tons  are  raised  annually  at  Alagna. 
Chars  can  be  obtained  from  Scopello 
to  Varallo,  7^  fr. ;  2  hrs. 

There  is  not  much  variation  in  the 
scenery,  though  the  whole  is  pleasing. 
The  route  passes  Fiode  (no  Irm), 
Caimpertogno,  and 

Mollia  (a  clean  little  Inn)  to 

Riva  {Inn :  Le  Pietre  Gemelle,  small 
but  fair),'  the  chief  of  the  high  villages 
in  the  valley;  picturesque  from  a 
distance,  but  poor  and  comfortless. 
Within  the  district  known  as  the 
Val  Sesia  there  are  reckoned  2 
bourgs  and  30  villages,  evidence  of  a 
thicUy  populated  country  in  the  val- 
leys of  the  Alps.  Riva  is  situated  at 
the  confluence  of  the  torrents  of  the 
Dobbia  and  the  Sesia. 

<J3 
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The  church  of  Miva  will  surprise  the 
traveller  by  its  structure,  its  excessive 
decoration,  and  the  real  talent  with 
which  it  is  painted  within  and  without, 
chiefly  by  one  of  the  numerous  paint- 
ers whom  the  Val  Sesia  has  proauced 
—  Tanzio,  or  Antonio  d'Enrico,  a 
native  of  Alagna.  The  external  paint- 
ings have  a  remarkable  freshness, 
though  they  have  existed  more  than 
200  years,  exposed  to  the  weather  in 
this  nigh  valley. 

The  view  of  Monte  Kosa  from  Riva 
is  very  sublime  ;  its  enormous  masses, 
clothed  in  glaciers,  close  the  head  of 
the  Val  Sesia,  and  offer  a  scene  of 
extraordinary  grandeur. 

About  half  a  league  above  it  is 

Alagna,  a  poor  place,  but  agreeably 
situated.  The  Inn  (Paolis,  H.  de 
Monte  Rosa,  fair,  and  civil  people)  is 
the  best  in  the  Val  Sesia. 

For  passes  and  excursions  from 
Alagna  see  Rte.  124. 


ROUTE  121. 

VOQOGVATO  MACUGNAGA,  BY  THE 
YAL  ANZASCA. 

Hra.     Eng.  m. 

.    3 


VogogDA. 
PtmteOnuulA 
Vanxone    .     • 
MacugDaga    • 


4 


9 
2 

10 


A  good  carriage-road  from  Vogoff- 
na,  on  the  Simplon  road,  by  Pie  di 
Mulera,  as  far  as  Yanzone  and  Ceppo 
Morelli ;  chars  take  2^  hrs.  to  go,  1^ 
to  return. 

MuUs  are  to  be  had  at  Fonte 
Grande. 

It  is  dif&cnlt  to  decide  whether  this 
and  the  following  routes  should  be 


taken  from  the  Italian  or  the  Swiss 
side.  The  Yal  Anzasca  is  certainly 
seen  to  greater  advantage  by  the  tra* 
veller  who  ascends  the  valley  witk 
Monte  Rosa  facing  him  all  the  way. 
But  the  effect  of  the  unrivalled  view 
from  the  summit  of  the  Moro  is  en- 
hanced by  the  abruptness  with  which 
it  is  presented  to  him  who  arrives  from 
the  owiss  side  at  the  summit^  and  the 
views  in  descending  the  Moro  to- 
wards the  Val  Anzasca  are  finer  than 
on  the  side  of  Saas.  In  either  case, 
the  only  way  to  do  justice  to  the  un- 
equalled attractions  of  this  valley  is 
to  make  a  halt  of  one  or  more  days. 
It  is  decidedly  more  practicable  for 
ladies  to  cross  the  Moro  from  Saas 
than  from  Macugnaga,  as  in  the  first 
case  they  may  ride  very  nearly  to  the 
top  of  the  pass. 

The  Val  Anzasca  leads  directly  up 
to  Monte  Rosa;  it  combines  all  that  is 
most  lovely  in  Italian,  with  all  that  is 
most  grand  in  Swiss  scenery.  It  is  a 
Chamonny,  of  which  the  sides  are 
covered  with  vines,  figs,  chestnuts,  and 
walnuts,  with  the  sky  of  Italy  above, 
and  the  architecture  of  Italy  around 
you.  It  is  easily  accessible  oy  those 
not  equal  to  hard  mountain  expedi- 
tions, and  the  Inns  are  g^atly  im- 
proved. 

Vogogna  (Rte.  Ill)  is  situated  in  the 

Slain  of  the  Val  d'Ossola,  8^  Eng.  m. 
elow  Domo  d'Ossola,  and  on  the  con- 
fluence of  the  torrent  of  the  Anza  with 
the  Toccia. 

A  by-path,  at  the  back  of  the  village 
of  Vogogna,  leads  down  to  the  Tosa 
at  Borgo,  where  boats  are  always 
ready  to  ferry  you  across.  Leaving 
on  rt.  the  roaa  of  the  Simplon,  it  con- 
tinues up  the  l.bank  of  the  Anza,  across 
meadows  and  under  vine  trellises,  to 
a  bridge  over  the  Anza,  a  little  above 
its  junction  vnth  the  Tosa,  which  leads 
into 

Fid  de  Mulera  (Iwi :  Croc^  Rossa), 
the  first  village  in  the  Val  Anzasca. 
A  char  with  a  good  horse,  will  reach 
Vanzone  in  3  hrs.  from  Domo.  Here 
lives  the  receiver  of  the  gold  and 
other  mines  situated  near  the  head  of 
the  Talley. 
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The  road  ascends,  and  is  carried 
through  two  short  tunnels  pierced 
in  the  rock  similar  to  the  Umer> 
loch  on  the  St  Gothard.  It  is  carried 
high  up  along  the  vine-clad  slopes, 
and  commands  a  noble  view  down- 
ward over  the  Val  d'Ossola  and  up- 
wards towards  Monte  Rosa  which 
comes  into  sight  soon  after  entering 
the  valley,  and  which  ffives  an  in- 
describable finish  to  the  distance, 
while  the  rich  valley,  sending  out 
wooded  hills  from  either  side,  forms 
a  magnificent  foreground.  The  un- 
rivalled prospect  IS  seen  to  great 
advantage  just  before  reaching 

Castigiiont  {Inn :  Au  Rameau).  The 
road  leaves  rt.  Caktsca  (^Inn  tolerable), 
near  which  there  is  a  prettjr  waterfall 
bursting  out  of  the  Val  Bianca,  then 
descencb  to  the  Ansa,  and  runs  some 
distance  along  its  banks. 
.  Ponte  Orande  (Alberso  al  Ponte 
Grande,  large,  with  a  fine  view,  and 
clean  and  reasonable,  though  rough  ; 
a  little  coaxing  will  procure  atten- 
tion). This  is  the  chief  place  in 
the  Val  Anzasca,  and  is  the  best 
position  for  a  halt  of  a  few  days; 
fmiles  may  be  hired  here  only.  It  is  a 
considerable  villa^  with  a  post-office, 
in  a  beautiful  position  at  the  junction 
of  the  Val  Olloocia  with  the  Anza, 
receives  its  name  from  a  bridge  of  a 
single  arch  across  the  Ansa. 

Vanzone,  (Inns:  H.  des  Chasseurs, 
kept  by  Albasini,  has  only  one  de- 
cent bedroom  and  one  common  room.) 
The  2  Churches,  one  opening  out  of 
the  other,  are  worth  visiting.  See  the 
view  from  the  terrace  in  ft-ont  of  the 
chapel,  a  little  above  the  town.  Here, 
and  elsewhere  in  Val  Anzasca,  the 
neat  dress  of  the  women,  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  people,  their  cheer- 
fulness and  independence,  and  the 
rareness  of  goitre,  will  be  remarked 
with  pleasure,  as  contrasting  with 
other  parts  of  Piedmont.  There  are 
few  spots  in  the  Alps  better  deserving 
a  halt  of  some  days  than  this  part  of 
the  Val  Anxasca. 

At  the  small  village  of  Gruppo,  o&s. 
a  remarkably  fine  lim^tne, 

Ceppo  Morelli,  Avoid  /an,  small  and 
poorly  provided.    Here  is  a  curious 


bridge,  very  steep,  springing  on  one 
side  from  a  boulder  stone.  A  little 
way  above  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
views  in  the  vaUey;  the  vast  height 
of  Monte  Rosa  may  be  fully  appre- 
ciated from  hence,  as  it  towers  up- 
wards into  the  sky.  The  women  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  valley  carry 
burthens  like  men,  and  adopt  lower 
garments  usually  considered  peculiar 
to  male  attire. 

[At  Prequariero  a  path  branches 
off  (rt)  into  the  Saas-Thal  bv  Prebe- 
uone,  nearer  than  that  by  the  Moro, 
but  without  its  fine  views  of  Monte 
Rosa.  The  guides  take  it  as  a  short 
cut  in  returning.] 

A  spur  descending  from  the  Monte 
della  Caccia,  called  the  Morgen,  here 
divides  the  Val  Anzasca  from  the 
Val  Macugnaga  or  Festarena.  The 
distinction  is  further  marked  by  the 
languages  spoken  by  the  people; 
above  this  German  prevails,  below  it 
Italian.  This  vast  mass  of  mountain 
nearly  closes  up  the  valley — leaves 
only  a  deep  and  savage  gorge  for 
the  Anza  to  escape. 

At  Cftmpiohj  where  the  river  Anza 
issues  out  of  the  eorge,  it  is  crossed 
to  the  rt  bank,  and  the  path  is  carried 
in  a  very  steep  ascent  over  this  rocky 
barrier,  whicn  is  called  Morgen:  it 
next  descends  rapidly  and  returns  to 
the  1.  bank  by  the  Ponte  del  Valt  It 
is  proposed  to  carry  the  char-road 
up  to 

Pestarena  {Inn:  Alb.  dei  Minieri, 
tolerable,  rough  aocommodation,  but 
civil  people,  and  moderate),  a  miser- 
able vilWe,  whose  inhabitants  earn 
their  livelihood  in  the  mines  of  gold, 
silver,  and  copper.  The  gold  occurs  in 
very  small  quantities,  combined  with 
(pyrites)  sulphuretofiron.  The  ore  is 
pounded  and  ground,  and  the  metal  is 
obtained  fr^m  it  by  amalg^amation  in 
the  proportion  of  6  grammes,  or  at  the 
best  10,  of  gold  to  100  kilogrammes  of 
ore.  The  annual  produce  is  said  to  be 
about  2700  oz.  There  are  not  many 
places  in  Piedmont  where  gold  is 
found.  Brockedon,  in  consequence, 
has  conjectured  that  this  valley  was 
the  seat  of  the  Ictymuli  mentioned  by 
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Pliny,  and  trooes  their  name  in  that  of  .  competent  to  conduct  a  party  to  the 
the  villages  Pie  and  Cima  de  ifu/«>era.    glacier  or  over  the  Monte  Moro. 

The  rough  path  ascends  steeply.  Above  the  village,  the  river  Anza 
passing  the  aqits  of  many  mines  ;  it  issues  out  of  a  grand  arch  of  ice  in 
IS  crossed  by  numerous  mountain-tor-    the  glacier  of  Monte  Rosa. 


rents,  which  cut  it  up,  or  cover  it  with 
stony  rubbish,  renoering  the  ascent 
toilsome. 

In  ascending  the  valley  35  min. 
above  Pestarena,  the  traveller  comes 
on  the  very  magnificent  view  of  Monte 
Bosa,  at  a  village  called  Bourge,  or 

Borca:  no  good  inn  here,  unless  a 
new  one,  Albergo  del  Ghiacciajo 
( Daniels \  turns  out  good) — about  2  m. 
below  Macugnaga.    6^am«— chamois. 


*  Excursions  from    Macugnaga, — The 
{  great  object  of  a    visit  to   Macug- 
I  naga    is   the  view  of  Mo»te  Sosa, 
which   Is  not    surpassed,  if  it   can 
be    equalled,  by  any   scene  in   the 
I  Alps    or    elsewhere    in    the  world. 
I  The  excursions  usually  followed  by 
the  local  guides  are  not  the  best  that 
could  be  chosen,  and  the  traveller  is 
;  recommended  to  adopt  the  following, 
I  as  affording  the  best  facilities  for  en- 
marmot,  black-cock,  and  ptarmigan    joying  the  magnificent  scenery  of  the 


— abound  in  the  valley, 

At  Borca  and  above  it  German  is 
the  language  of  the  people. 

The  path  over  the  Col  de  Turlo  to 
Alagna  and  the  Val  Sesia  (Hte.  124) 
diverges  here  1. 

The  commune  which  bears  the 
name  of  Macugnaga  consists  of  six  dif- 
ferent hamlets,  Pestarena,  Borgo,  in 
der  Stapf,  2um  Strich,  auf  der  Kive, 
and  Zertannen.  Borca  is  1^  m.,  a  ^ 
hr.*8  walk  from  Pestarena,  and  as  far 
from  the  rest,  which  lie  only  a  few 
minutes'  walk  apart  from  one  another. 


head  of  the  valley.  A  good  guide  is 
wanted,  and  he  will  know  the  route 
when  he  is  told  the  general  direction 
in  which  the  excursion  is  to  be  made. 
It  can  only  be  performed  on  foot,  but 
is  not  particularly  fatiguing  ;  it  will 
occupy  about  8  or  9  hrs. 

First, — Ascend  the  meadows  of  the 
valley  above  Macugnaga,  and  then, 
after  crossing  the  Anza,  mount  the 
steep  wooded  hill  called  the  Belvedere^ 
against  which  the  great  glacier  de- 
scending from  Monte  Rosa  divides  into 
two  ice-streams.    This  is  one  of  the 


,  finest  points  of  view  ;  and  those  who 
Macugnaga,  Inns:  Hotel  du  Mont  |  are  not  inclined  to  make  the  whole 
Moro,  very  fair  mountain  quarters,  i  tour  may  return  from  heuce  to  Ma- 
clean and  comfortable,  and  civil  people;  I  cugnaga.  Ladies  can  ascend  to  this 
cuisine  good;  kept  by  Gaspard  Del-  i  point  part  of  the  way  on  mules  in 
monte. — Osteria  di  Monte  Rosa,  by  |  2  hrs. ;  Gaspard  will  even  convey 
Franz  Lochmatter,  rough,  but  kindly  j  them  in  a  chaise-a-porteur. 
people.  Mules  are  not  to  be  had  Second, — Cross  the  north  arm  of  the 
nere,  but  must  be  ordered  from  Ponte  |  glacier  to  the  chalets  of  Jazi,  a  passage 


Grande.  This  place  cannot  be  too 
strongly  recommended  for  a  sojourn 
of  several  days,  in  order  to  enjoy  the 
exquisite  scenery  around.  This  vil- 
lage, 4369  ft.  above  the  sea,  has  a 
small  ancient  Chtirch,  with  a  lime-tree 
close  beside  it,  and  stands  in  a  grassy 
plain  or  luxuriant  meadow,  studded 
with  hamlets,  some  of  them  almost 
touching  the  glaciers.  The  best  guide 
here  for  difficult  expeditions  is  Franz 
Lochmatter,  landlord  of  the  Monte 
Rosa  inn.  Gaspard  and  his  man  Bap- 
tiste  know  the  neighbourhood  well; 
and  there  are  several  other  guides 


attended  with  no  danger  and  very  littl® 
difficulty,  although  the  edges  of  the  ice 
are  much  encumbered  witn  moraines. 
From  thence  walk  up  the  valley  to  the 
chalets  of  Filar,  situated  at  the  foot  of 
the northemmostpeak of  Monte  Rosa, 
called  the  Nord  £nd,  and  just  below 
the  Oid  Weiss  Thar  Pass. 

Thirds — Ascend  the  steep  moraine, 
enter  upon  the  great  glacier,  and  pro- 
ceed for  some  distance  towards  the 
head  of  the  valley.  This  is  difficult, 
the  ice  being  considerably  crevassed. 
but  with  a  guide  accustomed  to 
glaciers  there  is  no  danger.   Th^  cre« 
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vasses  diminish  after  some  distance 
has  been  traversed,  and  the  glacier 
becomes  more  even.  The  traveller 
may  pursue  it  as  far  as  his  inclination 
leads  him,  but  a  convenient  goal  is  a 
singular  waterfall,  where  a  consider- 
able stream  precipitates  itself  into  a 
great  chasm  in  the  ice,  with  a  roaring 
which  may  be  heard  at  some  dis- 
tance. The  view  from  this  spot  is 
exceedingly  striking,  the  observer  be- 
ing in  the  midst  of  the  arena  of  a  vast 
amphitheatre,  whose  snow-clad  walls 
are  formed  of  some  of  the  highest 
mountains  in  Europe.  Commencing 
on  the  east,  are  seen  the  Fizzo  Bianco, 
and  Cima  del  Fizzo,  from  which  a 
snow-sheeted  rid?e  leads  to  the  great 
central  group  of  Monte  Rosa^  whose 
precipitous  sides  descend  immediately 


down  some  7000  or  8000  feet  in  one 
almost  unbroken  slope  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  glacier  on  which  the  tra- 
veller stan£.  Avalanches  of  g^rcat 
magnitude  are  often  seen  to  fall  on 
this  slope,  accompanied  with  a  noise 
like  thunder.  From  the  summits  of 
Monte  Rosa  another  rid^e  extends 
northwards  to  the  Cima  di  Jazi,  and 
then  on,  bending  eastwards  to  the  pass 
of  Monte  Moro,  which  is  well  seen. 

Fourth, — Leave  the  glacier  on  its 
eastern  edge,  and  descend  the  steep 
and  high  tnoraine  to  the  ch&lets  of 
Pedriolo,  near  which  may  be  seen 
some  enormous  fragments  of  rock  that 
have  probably  fallen  from  the  Fizzo 
Bianco  immediately  above ;  one  of 
these  is  500  feet  in  circumference,  and 
about  120  feet  high  ;  they  are  pro- 
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bably  the  largest  blocks  detached  in 
this  way  that  can  be  found  in  the 
Alps. 

FiftK  —  From  Pedriolo  a  return 
track  leads  along  the  rocks  on  the 
south  side  of  the  valley,  often  at  a 
great  height,  and  commanding  fine 
scenery  ;  and  a  steep  and  intricate 
descent  brings  the  traveller  back  to 
Macng^naga. 

The  whole  of  this  excursion  abounds 
with  the  most  magnificent  views,  pre- 
senting the  most  wonderful  amphi- 
theatre in  every  direction  to  the  eye. 
It  is  a  finer  scene  than  any  of  the 
views  of  Mont  Blanc,  as  no  similar 
advantage  of  position  for  the  spec- 
tator can  be  there  obtained. 

A  few  words  on  the  topography  of 
Monte  Rosa  may  not  be  out  of  place 
here*  It  is  by  no  means  a  single 
summit,  but  a  knot  or  union,  of  two 
ridges  or  chains  crossing  each  other 
at  right  ane^les,  E.  and  W.,  and  N. 
and  S.;  so  that  its  ground-plan  may 
be  said  to  resemble  a  +•  The  N.E. 
angle  forms  the  head  of  the  Yal 
Anxasca,  and  encloses  the  glacier  of 
Macugpnaga,  as  the  N.W.  does  that  of 
Zermatt:  the  S.E.  is  the  head  of  the 
Yal  Sesia,  and  the  S.W.  under  the 
Lyskamm  is  the  cradle  of  the  elacier 
of  the  Lys,  and  head  of  the  viuley  of 
Gressoney. 

The  four  principal  summits  are 
ranged  along  the  north  ray  of  the 
cross,  and  are  all  visible  from  Ma- 
cugnaga.  Beginning  at  the  left  hand, 
or  south  end,  the  first  is  the  Signal 
K'lpps ;  the  next,  a  snowv  pinnacle, 
the  Zumstein  SpUze  ;  the  third,  a  tre- 
mendous rocky  tooth,  the  HOchste 
Spitze,  or  highest  point,  being  15,223 
English  feet  above  the  sea  ;  and  the 
fourth,  or  most  northerly,  the  Sord 
eiuL  The  difierence  in  height  of 
these  four  summits  is  little  more  than 
200  feet,  firom  the  highest  to  the 
lowest.    See  also  Bte.  127. 

The  pass  fW>m  Macugnaga  to  Zer- 
matt, formerly  known  as  the  Weiss 
Thor^  lay  between  the  Cima  de  Jazi 
and  the  Nord  End  of  Monte  Rosa.  It 
was  occasionally  passed  by  some  of 


the  bolder  cragsmen  among  the  na- 
tives at  either  side,  but  was  never  a 
fi-equented  pass.  It  is  well  known 
that  precipitous  rocks  often  look  more 
formidable  than  they  really  are;  but 
even  the  most  practised  mountaineer, 
after  looking  at  the  prodigious  height 
and  steepness  of  the  rocky  range  which 
overhangs  the  Macugnaga  Glacier, 
mieht  hesitate  before  attempting  to 
scfue  it.     For  many  years  past  the 

fuides  at  Zermatt  and  Macugnaga 
ave  asserted  that  the  old  pass  is  no 
longer  practicable,  owing  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  ice  over  the  ed^  of  the 
precipice,  yet  it  was  certainly  tra- 
versed by  M.  Adolphe  Schlagintweit 
in  1851,  and  by  English  travellers  in 
1852  or  1853,  and  the  same  or  a  pa- 
rallel pass  bv  Prof.  Tyndall,  and  by 
others  more  lately.  The  New  Weiss 
Thor  Pass  is  described  in  Bte.  127. 


ROUTE  122. 
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MORO— SAAS. 
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Vi«p II 

The  pass  of  the  Moro  is  the  least 
difficult  over  the  great  chain  between 
the  Great  St  Bernard  and  the  Sim- 
plon:  still  it  is  not  practicable  for 
horses,  though  there  are  traces  of  an 
old  paved  horse-road,  by  which  the 
mail  was  carried  to  Milan  before 
.the  Simplon  was  opened.  In  the  lOth 
centy.  the  Moors  yarded  the  passes 
of  the  Pennine  chain,  by  a  convention 
with  Count  Ha^  of  Provence,  and 
levied  black-mail  on  their  own  ac- 
count The  3  great  passes  in  those 
days  were  the  St  Bernard,  the  Monte 
Moro,  and  the  Engadine.  Of  the 
former  we  have  no  other  local  memory 
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besides  Mt.  Mort  (Manre);  but  in 
the  two  others  we  have  several— for 
instance,  the  name  Mt  Moro  itself; 
Ojlaaca  (Kal'ah,  **  a  castle  "—viz.  the 
alcalas  and  calatAs  in  Spain  and 
Sicily)  ;  the  hamlet  Morghen ;  Almagel 
(Al-mahal,  "the  station");  Matmark 
(formerly  Mat  mar,  "the  Moor's 
meadow  '^);  Eyen  (Ain,  •*  a  foantoin  ") ; 
Distel  Alp  (?);  Alalein  (A1&  I'ain, 
"over  the  source"— a  very  graphic 
name  for  its  position  in  reference  to 
the  ice  cataract  and  the  Visp  torrent; 
Almagel  (?);  Miachabel  (pronounced 
like  ««  Mi-gebel,"  Mont  Gibello);  Bal- 
frain,  **the  peak  with  2  sources."  The 
ascent  on  the  S.  side  is  too  fatiguing 
for  most  ladies;  but  they  may  take 
a  chcrise  h  porteur  at  Macuenaga. 
Five  porters  are  required.  The  as- 
cent is  very  abrupt,  and  the  tra- 
veller rises  rapidly  above  the  little 
plain  and  viUage  of  Macugnaga. 
The  path  lies  at  first  through  a 
straggling  forest,  but  the  Alps  or 
pasturages  are  soon  attained,  and  the 
scene  thence  presented  is  most  mag- 
nificent— all  the  masses  of  Monte 
Rosa  are  open  to  the  view,  from  its 
peaks,  still  thousands  of  feet  above 
you,  to  the  basin  of  Macugnaga,  now 
thousands  of  feet  below.  Such  a  scene 
cannot  be  conceived,  and  once  seen 
can  never  be  foi^tten.  From  the 
high  pasturages  the  path  traverses  a 
stony  and  barren  slope  to  the  snow 
which  it  is  necessary  to  cross.  On 
the  summit,  amidst  a  heap  of  stones, 
a  cross  is  placed^  and  the  traveller 
looks  down  on  the  other  side  of  the 
mountain  towards  the  Yalais,  and 
into  a  scene  of  sterility  which  has  no 
relief. 

It  is  well  worth  while  to  ascend  a 
point  E.  of  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
called  the  Joderhom.  The  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  is  not  finer,  for,  in 
truth,  that  cannot  be  surpassed,  but 
the  eye  is  enabled  to  contrast  it  with 
the  distant  view  over  the  plain  of  N. 
Italy  and  the  southern  ranges  of  the 
Alps.  Without  going  so  fiir,  you 
may  extend  the  range  by  mounting 
the  rocks  behind  the  wooden  cross, 
from  whence  you  gain  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  on  one  hand»  and  of  the 
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whole  extent  of  the  Saas  valley  on 
the  other. 

[The  traveller  who,  in  going  from 
Visp,  wishes  to  shorten  his  route  and 
avoid  Macugnaga,  may  cross  the  ridge 
a  little  to  the  E.  of  the  Moro  and  de- 
scend to  Campiole  in  the  Val  Anzasca 
by  a  tolerable  path,  but  he  would  lose 
the  finest  views  of  the  Monte  Rosa.] 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Monte  Moro  is  9640  English  feet 
{Forbes)  above  the  sea.  The  de- 
scent to  Saas  is  singularly  easy  and 
pleasant.  There  is  a  steep  lied  of 
snow  crossed  at  first,  but  afterwards 
a  gentle  fall  leads  down  the  whole 
way  to  Visp.  On  the  I.  rises  the 
Saasgrat,  a  lofty  chain  of  snowy 
peaks,  separating  the  valley  of  Saas 
from  that  of  Zermatt.  The  path  soon 
reaches  the  ancient  paved  road  which 
has  been  cut  out  of  the  face  of  the  pre- 
cipices, and  overhangs  a  deep  hollow 
into  which  the  glaciers  which  stream 
down  from  the  surrounding  peaks 
seem  to  be  ponred.  The  spot  is  one 
of  the  most  desolate  in  the  Alps.  At 
length  the  paved  road  is  left,  and  no 
vestige  can  be  traced  of  it:  it  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  masses  which  have 
fallen  from  the  precipices  above. 

The  path  now  winds  down  the  vast 
talus  formed  by  these  repeated  falls  of 
rocks,  to  reach  the  scanty  herbage  of 
the  highest  pasturages.  From  l^low 
it  is  impossible  to  trace  any  path,  or 
even  in  what  direction  the  path  lies, 
by  which  the  descent  has  been  made. 

The  pass  of  the  Moro,  and  another 
across  the  glaciers  on  the  rt.  into 
the  Val  Antrona,  are  mentioned  in  an 
old  record  of  the  date  of  1440  as 
**fort  vwtx  passages"  and  great  ex- 
penses were  incurred  in  1724,  and 
'  again  in  1790,  in  the  endeavour  to 
restore  them,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
conveyance  of  salt  and  other  articles 
of  commerce,  but  the  new  repairs 
were  soon  destroyed  by  avalanches. 

The  debris  of  mllen  mountains,  and 
the  enormous  glaciers  which  surround 
the  traveller,  give  a  fearful  impres- 
sion of  desolation. 

The  chAlete  of  Distel  frimish  milk, 
cheese,  and  egg^,  but  they  are  deserted 
early  in  the  autumn* 
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[From  Distel  a  difficult  path  crosses 
the  mountains  into  the  v  al  Antrona, 
a  valley  that  debouches  into  the  Yal 
d'Ossola.] 

From  Distel  the  path  continues  on 
the  rt.  branch  of  the  stream  all  the 
way  to  Saas.  After  quitting  the 
chdlett,  the  path  leads  down  to  a 
dreary  dirty  lake  (J  hr.)  called  the 

Mattmarksee^  formed  by  the  melting 
of  the  glaciers.  An  inn  was  built 
(1856)  on  this  dreary  spot;  it  is 
cheerless  and  not  cheap,  out  clean, 
and  kejpt  by  civil  people.  This  is  a 
convenient  stopping-piace  for  those 
approaching  the  Monte  Moro  from  the 
N.  They  are  enabled  to  shorten  the 
journey  to  Macugnaga,  and  to  reach 
the  top  of  the  pass  3i  hrs.  sooner,  when 
tlie  unrivalled  view  of  Monte  Kosa 
is  less  frequently  obscured  by  mists. 
Still  more  advantageous  is  this  rest- 
ing-place to  the  more  adventurous 
class  of  travellers  who  make  it  their 
starting-point  for  the  passage  of  the 
Weiss  Thor  or  the  Adler  Pass,  and 
for  the  ascent  of  the  Strahlhom.  The 
Allaiein  glacier  bounds  the  lake  on  the 
N.,  in  fact,  dams  the  valley,  and  these 
waters  accumulate  within  it.  The 
view  over  it  is  grand;  the  colossal 
pyramids  of  clen  ice  rising  sheer 
against  the  sky.  The  stream  of  the 
Visp  issues  out  of  an  ice-^rotto  at 
its  extremity.  In  1833  this  outlet 
closed  up,  so  that  it  required  to  be 
opened  by  blasting  the  ice.  From  the 
lower  end  of  the  Take  the  view  of  the 
adjoining  portion  of  the  range  of  the 
Saas  Grat  presents  a  scene  of  savage 
sublimity.  It  is  necessary  to  skirt  the 
dam  of  ice  and  descend  below  it — an 
affair  of  no  great  difficulty;  the  cattle 
are  made  to  ascend  and  travese  it  to 
reach  their  pasturages.  From  below, 
this  barrier  of  ice  appears  effectually 
to  close  the  valley. 

From  this  barrier  the  path  lies 
down  the  valley,  still  sterile  and  filled 
with  rocks  and  stones :  the  rhododen- 
dron, however,  and  a  little  brushwood, 
give  evidence  of  improved  vegetation. 

Zurmegem  or  Zurmioran.  From  this 
village  a  path  crosses  the  mountains 
on  the  E.  side,  and  leads  to  Antrona. 


Allmagell,  Before  reachingit,larches 
and  pines  are  passed,  but  they  are 
stunted  from  their  great  elevation. 
After  crossing  a  little  plain,  a  rugged 
path  leads  down  by  a  hamlet,  and  the 
traveller  passes  under  Mont  Fee, 
whose  bright  snows,  rising  above  a 
forest  of  pines,  give  a  singularly  beau- 
tiful appearance  to  the  mountam. 

Saas,  or  Im  Ortmd,  the  principftl 
commune  of  the  valley.  Inns:  H. 
du  Mont  Moro,  clean,  but  cuisine  de- 
fective; H.  du  Mont  Rosa. 

Saas  is  a  good  resting-place,  and  is 
now  much  frequented  by  tourists.  The 
parish  priest,  Herr  Imseng,  has  ac- 
quired an  almost  European  reputa- 
tion for  his  skill  in  difficult  passes, 
his  adventurous  spirit,  his  incredible 
powers  of  endurance  at  a  somewhat 
advanced  age,  and  his  readiness  to 
assist  travellers.  He  has  usually  lived 
in  the  H.  du  Mont  Rosa.  Franz  An- 
denmatten,  Moritz  Zurbriicken,  and 
Joseph  Venetz  are  good  guides. 

In  approaching  the  Moro  irom  the 
side  of  Saas  it  is  possible  to  ride 
as  far  as  Telliboden,  ^  hour  above 
the  Distel  ch<Met8;  but,  although  the 
accommodation  is  better  at  Saas,  those 
who  wish  to  secure  the  view  from  the 
summit  wiU  prefer  to  sleep  at  the 
Mattmark  See,  only  2  hrs.  from  the 
top.     5^  hrs.  are  required  from  Saas. 

Saas  stands  in  a  basin  surrounded 
by  an  amphitheatre  of  mountains, 
which  are  not  seen  from  the  village, 
lower  ranges  intercepting  the  view. 
The  plain  of  Saas  is  oeautiful  amidst 
the  wild  scenery  which  surrounds  it: 
it  is  nearly  1  m.  long,  and  its  verdant 
meadows  are  refreshing  to  look  upon 
after  the  sterility  of  the  upper  valley 
and  the  pass  of  the  Moro. 

A  very  interesting  excursion  of  a  few 
hours,  which  no  one  should  omit,  may 
be  made  from  Saas  to  the  valley  and 
hamlet  of  FSe,  lying  in  a  short  lateral 
valley,  surrounded  oy  lofty  peaks.  The 
head  of  the  valley  consista  of  an  am- 
phitheatre of  glaciers,  somewhat  re- 
sembling the  Cirques  of  the  Pyrenees, 
but  on  a  grander  scale.  The  principal 
peaks  are — to  the  S.  the  Allalein/tom, 
ascended  by  Mr.  Ames  in  1856;  then 
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the  Alphuhel'y  and,  on  the  W.  side,  the 
two  Miachabelhomery  the  Taschhot-nt  and 
the  i>om.  The  height  of  the  latter  is 
14,935  ft.,  or  900  Xi,  higher  than  the 
Fin2»ter-Aarhorn  ;  it  is  the  highest 
mountain  in  Switzerland  proper.  It 
was  first  ascended  in  1858  bj  the 
Kev.  LL  Davies.  In  the  midst  of  the 
glaciers  is  a  singular  green  spot,  al- 
most an  island  in  the  sea  of  ice,  called 
the  GleUoher  Alp,  2  hrs.  from  Saas, 
which  is  nsed  as  a  pasture  in  summer, 
when  it  is  a  perfect  garden  of  wild 
flowers.  It  may  uswuly  be  reached 
without  crossing  the  glacier,  but  the 
path  passes  through  a  gorjg^  between 
the  2  oranches  of  the  glacier  with  al- 
mostoverhangingmassesof  ice  on  either 
hand,  not  more  than  30  or  40  feet 
apart,  and  It  should  not  be  attempted 
without  a  good  ^uide,  blocks  of  ice 
frequently  brealung  off  and  falling 
across  the  path.  From  the  head  of 
the  valley  is  a  fine  view,  and  the  Fee 
glacier  has  retreated  so  as  to  leave 
a  safe  path.  Mules  can  reach  the 
foot  of  tne  pass. 

There  are  two  exceedingly  difficult 
passes — the  Adler  Joch,  or  Col  Im- 
scng,  and  the  AUelein  Pass,  from  Saas 
to  Zermatt(Rte.  127). 

East  of  Saas,  the  main  chain,  com- 
prehending the  Fletschom  and  Weiss- 
mies,  both  exceeding  1 3,000  ft.  in  height, 
abounds  in  interest.  One  route  N.  of 
the  Fletschom  descends  midway  be- 
tween the  hospice  and  village  of  Sim- 
plom  it  must  command  magnificent 
views  of  the  Bernese  Alps.  The 
Fletschom  itself  was  ascended  in  1 856 
by  the  Cure  and  a  party  of  English. 
There  is  another  pass  up  the  Alma- 
gell  valley  over  tne  S.  flank  of  the 
Wcissmies  (ascended  in  1859  by  Mr. 
Hinchliff),  descending  by  Zwischber- 
een  to  Gondo:  the  descent,  as  seen 
from  the  Simplon  road,  appears  to  be 
very  steep  and  very  grand;  probably 
the  Col  IS  a  difficult  one.  A  thira 
pass  leads  to  the  Yal  d*Antrona,  be- 
low Domo  d'Ossola,  up  the  Furgge-thal, 
a  desolate  and  not  picturesque  valley 
high  up  in  the  mountain-side,  above 
Almagell:  the  passage  of  the  Furgse 
glacier  offers  no  difficulty,  and  the 
descent  to  Piedmont  is  free  from  ice, 


but  very  steep.  There  used  to  be  a 
mule-road,  oi  which  portions  still  re- 
main. North  of  the  Col,  and  perhaps 
1000  ft.  higher,  there  is  a  point  called 
the  Latelhom,  which  juts  out  like  a 
belvedere,  the  main  chain  falling  back 
right  and  left,  and  commands  a  most 
superb  view  over  the  entire  range 
of  the  Alps  from  Monte  Kosa  lo 
the  Tyrol,  with  the  subordinate 
ranees  of  Piedmont,  Tessin,  and  Lom- 
bardy.  This  point  is  new ;  it  is  pro- 
bably not  above  10,000  ft,  but  easy 
of  access,  and  commands  a  splendid 
view.  Horses  can  go  within  1^  hr., 
or  less,  of  the  top;  and  the  remamder 
of  the  ascent,  except  just  the  horn 
itself  for  some  200  ft.,  is  easy.  There 
are  beds  of  snow,  but  no  ice  to  cross. 
By  a  tolerable  walker  the  excursion 
from  Saas  and  back  may  be  made  in 
]  0  hrs.,  allowing  1  hr.  on  the  top,  and 
i  hr.  for  refreshment.  A  high  point 
at  the  head  of  the  Ofent/tal,  3  hrs. 
from  the  Inn  at  the  Mattmarksee,  is 
not  difficult  of  access,  and  affords  a 
glorious  view. 

From  Saas,  by  Stalden  to  Visp,  5| 
hrs.,  is  a  good  bridle-path. 

The  scenery  for  the  entire  way  is 
extremely  beautifuL 

fielow  Saas  the  valley  closes  in 
and  forms  a  defile,  which  enlarges 
into  a  little  mountain-enclosed  plain 
by  the  village  of  Halen,  at  the  foot  of 
the  sharp-pointed  snow-peak  of  the 
Balfrin,  first  ascended  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.  Watson.  The  path  here  crosses  to 
the  rt.  bank,  and  soon  returns  again  to 
the  1.  side  of  the  Yispach.  The  valley 
closes  into  a  narrow  gorge,  and  the 
path  is  forced  to  mount  high  above 
the  torrent.  Many  wooden  crosses, 
the  memorials  of  accidents  from  snow 
and  avalanches,  are  passed.  In  3^  hrs. 
from  Saas  the  valley  suddenly  en- 
larges at  the  junctioli  of  the  Saaser 
Vi^xKh  with  the  main  stream  of  the 
Gomer  Vispach  descending  the  Matter 
Thai  from  Zermatt.  The  path  crosses 
the  Klnnbriicke,  a  single  arch  150  ft. 
above  the  stream,  and  reaches 

Stalden,  about  5  m.  above  Viap.  (See 
Rtes.  59  and  127.) 
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and  not  free  from  difficnlty.  The 
summit,  (5740  ft.)  where  there  is  a 
small  oratory,  reached  in  4  hrs.  from 
Fobello,  has  some  open  uudulating 
ground  where  the  track  from  the  Col 
d'E^a  joins  that  leading  from  Fo> 
hello.  This  view  is  not  improved  bj- 
ascending  the  tempting  hill  1.  of  the 
Col.  The  descent  towards  the  Yal 
Olloccia  is  abrupt,  and  in  parts  steep, 
and  the  views  over  the  Yal  Anzasca  are 
magnificent  A  moumaineer  will  have 
no  great  difficulty  in  finding  his  way, 
but  may  probably  mias  the  path  and 
lose  time  if  without  a  guide.  If  a  mule 
be  taken  it  is  essential  to  have  some 
one  well  acquainted  with  the  ground 
on  both  sides.  The  Vol  OUoccia,  a 
tributary  of  the  Yal  Anaasca,  is  one  of 
the  most  richly-wooded  of  the  southern 
valleys  of  the  Alps,  but  for  some  year« 
the  axe  has  been  at  work,  and  much 
majniificent  timber  has  already  been 
felled. 

Ponte  Grande  is  reached  in  3  brs.^^ 
from  the  summit.  Here  the  traveller 
may  now  fiud  tolerable  quarters  (Alb. 
al  Ponte  Grande  (Rte.  12l). 

The  village  of  Hanio  is  on  a  height, 
15  min.  walk  from  Ponte  Grande. 
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VARALIX)  TO  THE  TAL  ANZASCA,  BT 
THE  VAL  MA8TALONE,  OB  BT  VAL 
SBRMEMTA. 

There  are  4  routes  by  which  tra- 
vellers may  reach  the  Yal  Ansasca 
from  Yarallo,  all  much  to  be  preferred 
to  the  pass  of  the  Turlo.     (Rte.  )  24.) 

a*  The  easiest  and  perhaps  the  most 
beautiful  route  is  through  the  Vol 
Mastaione,  and  over  the  Barranca  Pass. 
There  u  a  good  char-road  fi'om  Ya- 
rallo to  Ferrera  and  Fobello.  From 
thence  Ponte  Grande  is  reached  in  8 
or  10  hrs.  steady  walking.  Mules  can 
rarely  be  taken  over  the  pass,  but  it 
is  advisable  to  walk  the  descent  on 
either  side. 

For  the  first  league  from  Yarallo 
the  valley  gradually  contracts  till  the 
road  reaches  a  remarkable  gorge  where 
the  river,  hemmed  in  by  vertical  rocks 
150  ft  high,  is  spanned  by  a  stone 
urch  calldi  the  Ponte  della  Gula, 
too  narrow  for  wheel -vehicles.  A 
bridge  has  been  constructed  for  the 
camage-road,  which  was  completed 
as  far  as  Ferrera  in  1858,  and  is 
now  open  to  Fobello.  The  scenery 
for  the  entire  distance  is  of  the  most 
exquisite  character,  the  vegetation 
being  even  richer  than  in  the  Yal 
Sesia.  At  about  10  m.  from  Yarallo 
the  valley  divides,  the  rt.  hand  branch 
leading  to  Rimella  (Rte.  118),  the  1. 
hand  to 

Fobello,  where  there  is  a  very  good 
country  /nn,  H.d'Italie  (Uchetta^s),  the 
best  in  the  valley.  Landlord  was  cook 
in  one  of  the  great  Turin  hotels.  This 
valley  is  the  cradle  of  cooks,  who 
migrate  hence  all  over  Europe.  The 
upper  end  of  the  Yal  Mastalone  is 
open  and  rather  bare  of  foliage,  and  the 
ascent  to  the  Barranca  Pats  is  steep, 


6.  There  is  another  pass  from  the 
Yal  Mastalone  by  the  eastern  or  Ri- 
mella branch  of  the  valley.  It  is 
rather  more  direct,  but  is  said  to  be 
less  easy.    (See  Rte.  118.) 

c.  Parallel  to  the  Yal  Mastalone  is 
ai^other  equally  beautiful,  called  the 
Vol  Sermenta,  or  Vai  Piccolo,  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  Yal  Grande,  or 
main  valley  of  the  Sesia.  This  joins 
the  Sesia  at  the  hamlet  of  Balmuccia. 
about  6  m.  from  Yarallo.  The  lower 
part  of  the  Yal  Sermenta  is  very 
narrow  and  tortuous :  a  char-road  is  in 
progress  as  ftir  as  Rimasco.  Passing 
the  villages  Buccialetto  and  Fervento,  for 
which  the  contracted  valley  scarcely 
afibrds  space,  in  24  hrs.  from  Bal- 
muccia the  mule-path  reaches 

Rimasco,  where  there  is  a  rude  but 
toleraUe  /nn,  with  bath,  kept  by  very 
civil  people.  This,  the  chief  village  in 
the  valley,  is  situated  just  at  the  fork 
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where  it  divides  into  2  branches ;  that 
on  the  1.  hand  leading  through  graud 
scenery  to  the  German  village  of 
Rimo,  while  the  rt.  hand  branch  leads 
to  the  Yal  Anzasca  by  Oarooforo. 

[From  Rima  there  are  two,  if  not 
three,  passes  leading  to  Alagpa,  and 
there  is  another  track  mounting  steeply 
to  the  westward,  by  which  the  Turlo 
pass  is  gained  close  to  the  sammit  of 
the  ridge.     (See  Kte.  124.)] 

Above  Rimasoo  the  valley  becomes 
more  wild  and  open,  and  in  1^  hr.  the 
track  reaches  the  last  village — 
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Carcoforo,  where  there  is  a  poor  Inn, 
not  very  bad.  From  hence  the  tra- 
veller has  the  choice  of  2  routes  to 
the  Yal  Ansasca,  hut  even  if  bound 
for  the  head  of  that  valley  he  will  do 
better  to  take  the  Col  d'Egua,  leading 
to  Ponte  Grande,  so  as  to  enjoy  the 

glorious  walk  from  that  village  to 
lacngnaga. 

The  summit  of  the  Col  d*Egua  (7060 
ft.)  may  be  reached  in  2  brs.  from 
Odrcoforo  by  a  rather  steep  and  con- 
tinuous ascent.  The  summit,  when 
clear,  is  said  to  command  a  very  grand 
view,  similar  in  character  to  that  from 
the  Col  di  Oampello  (Rte.  118).  From 
the  top  there  is  a  rapid  descent  over 
rough  ground  to  the  undulating  ridge 
which  forms  the  summit  of  the  Bar- 
ranca Pass  above  described.  The 
track,  which  is  ill-mArked,  joins  that 
from  Rimella  close  to  the  small  oratory. 
The  descent  to  Banio  and  Ponte  Grande 
has  been  already  described.  Time  from 
Oarcoforo  to  Ponte  Grande,  5^  to 
6  hrs. 

d.  Travellers  pressed  for  time,  and 
wishing  to  reach  Macugnaga  in  one 
long  day  from  Varallo,  may  take  a 
pas?,  which  diverges  from  that  last 
described,  at  the  village  of  Garcoforo, 
about  the  same  height,  but  more 
interesting  than  that  of  the  Turlo 
Tsee  Rte.  124).  The  ascent  from 
Garcoforo  is  very  steep ;  in  ascending  it 
takes  more  than  3  hrs.  (in  descending 
2  hrs.)  to  reach  the  summit  of  the 
BoocheUadi  Qarcoforo.  This  commands 
a  magnificent  view  of  Monte  Rosa  and 
the  Saas  Grat.    In  descending  there  is 


I  a  faintly  marked  track  along  a  steep 
slope  until  an  abandoned  mine  (gold  ?) 

I  is  reached.  Below  this  Uie  path 
descends  into  the  short 

Vol  Quarazzoh,  a  branch  of,  or 
rather  a  recess  in,  the  Vul  Quaraxza, 
down  which  descends  the  path  from 
the  Turlo.  The  guides  usually  de- 
scend to  Borca,  but  this  is  unneces- 
sary, and  there  is  a  shorter  track  to 
Macugnaga  by  the  S.  side  of  the  Anza. 
Time  from  Balmuccia,  10  hrs.  steady 
walking,  exclusive  of  halts. 

The  trout-fishing  is  reported  to  be 
very  good  in  the  Vals  Sermenta  and 
Mastidone.  In  both  the  beautjr  is 
greatly  increased  by  the  brilliant 
aqua-marine  green  of  the  water  and 
the  abundant  chesnut  woods. 


ROUTE  124. 

MACOGNAOA  TO  ORE880NAT,  BT  TH* 
TURLO  PASS — THE  OOL  D'OLLEM — 
COL  DI  VAL  DOBBIA. 

The  most  direct,  but  not  the  most 
interesting,  route  for  travellers  making 
the  tour  of  Monte  Rosa  is  to  proceed 
from  Macugnaga  to  Alagna  by  the 
Turlo  Pass.  It  presents  no  dimcnltj 
to  the  practised  pedestrian,  but  is 
long  and  fatigning.  The  regular  track 
commences  at  Borca,  but  some  time  is 
saved  by  crossing  the  Anza  below 
Macugnaga  4md  taking  a  path  which 
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leads  into  the  Yal  Qaarazza  above  its 
janction  with  the  Anza.  The  lower 
part  of  the  Val  Qiuwazza  is  pleasing 
aud  the  ascent  gentle.  After  ascend- 
ing for  about  l|  hr.  the  traveller 
finds  himself  at  the  base  of  a  steep 
rocky  range  which  encircles  the  head 
of  the  valley.  The  slopes,  which  occur 
in  the  intervals  between  the  out- 
cropping walls  of  bare  rock,  are 
covered  with  rhododendron  and  other 
stunted  Alpine  shrubs.  It  is  most 
prudent  to  keep  to  the  track,  which 
IS  ill-marked,  but  in  descending  on 
this  side  the  mountaineer  will  make 
short  work  of  these  slopes,  using  due 
caution  to  avoid  a  slip,  which  might  be 
dangerous.  Towards  the  summit  are 
some  rather  long  and  steep  slopes  of 
snow,  tiresome  enough  to  mount,  but 
easy  in  the  descent.  The  actual 
summit  of  the  pass  (9141  ft.)  is 
marked  by  a  cross,  and  is  a  mere 
sharp  ridge  of  rock  forming  the  pro- 
longation of  agreat  spur  which  extends 
from  the  Signal  Kuppe  between  the 
valleys  of  Anzasca  and  Sesia.  A  little 
S.E.  of  the  cross  are  some  rocks  which 
command  an  extensive  view  towards 
the  Lago  Maggiore  and  the  mountains 
beyond  it,  but  the  higher  summits  of 
Monte  Kosa  are  not  visible.  It  takes 
4|  hrs.  to  reach  the  top  of  the  pass 
from  Macugnaga.  On  the  S.W.  side 
the  track,  when  not  covered  with 
snow,  is  better  marked.  It  winds 
round  the  N.  side  of  a  hollow  filled 
with  snow,  and  continues  for  some 
time,  nearly  due  S.,  in  places  over 
scattered  debris,  where  it  is  easily  lost. 
It  then  bears  away  to  the  westward 
until  it  reaches  a  group  of  miserable- 
looking  ch&lets,  beyond  which  is  the 
final  descent  into  the  Yal  Sesia,  which 
is  reached  at  a  bridge  over  the  Sesia, 
nearly  an  hour's  walk  above  Alagna. 
8  hrs.  exclusive  of  stoppages  should 
be  allowed,  but  an  active  mountaineer 
might  accomplish  the  distance  in 
7  hrs. 

Alagna  {Hotel:  Monte  Rosa,  ffood 
and  clean),  though  in  the  immediate  I 
neighbourhood  of  magnificent  scenery,  | 
does  not  command  a  view  of  any  of , 
the  peaks  of  Monte  liosa.    Unreason-  • 


able  demands  are  made  here  both  for 
guides  aud  mules,  which  ought  to  be 
resisted. 

A  very  interestiug  excursion  may 
be  made  from  Alagua  to  the  Hie  Aip 
and  the  Val  di  Bonn,  or  Eniboiirs,  as 
written  by  the  Schlagiutweits.'  For 
the  first  hour  the  track  is  the  same 
as  that  to  the  Col  di  Turlo.  It  crosses 
and  recrosses  the  Sesia,  passing,  about 
2  m.  from  Alagna,  the  abandoned 
gold-mine  of  Kries.  Beyond  this  a 
wayside  oratory  is  passed  close  to  the 
bridge  over  the  Sesia,  near  which  com- 
mences the  ascent  to  the  Turlo,  The 
path  to  the  Pile  Alp  keeps  to  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Sesia,  mounting  a  steep 
staircase  of  rock  on  the  slope  of  the 
Staffelberg,  which  is  the  mountain  that 
shuts  out  from  Alagua  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa.  After  passing  a  cluster 
of  poor  ch&lets  the  traveller  reaches  in 
1}  hr.  from  Alagna  a  point  which 
commands  an  admirable  view  of  the 
S.E.  portion  of  Monte  Rosa. 

On  the  left  is  seen  one  of  the  peaks 
(but  not  the  highest  point)  of  the 
Vincent  Pyramide,  next,  in  the  back- 
ground, the  Schwarzhom  and  Lud- 
wifishohe,  then  the  Parrots  Spitze, 
and  lastly  the  grand  mass  of  the  Signal 
Kuppe.  The  latter  peak  ( 14,964  ft.  in 
height)  was  ascended  in  1842  by  M. 
Gnifetti,  the  cw-e  of  Alagna,  an  ex- 
cellent mountaineer,  who  is  very 
ready  to  give  information  and  advice 
to  strangers  visiting  his  native  valley. 
Those  who  desire  a  still  nearer  view 
of  these  grand  peaks  will  be  well  re- 
warded if  they  push  on  from  the  Pile 
Alp  to  the  ridge  N.  of  the  Val  di 
Bours,  about  1}  hr.  farther.  At  the 
head  of  the  Val  di  Bours  is  a  very  fine 
waterfall  fed  by  the  snows  of  Monte 
Rosa,  and  descending  from  a  great 
height  (600  ft.  ?)  In  the  same  direc- 
tion there  is  a  Col— called  Cd  dclle 
Piscie — by  which  an  active  moun- 
taineer might  reach  the  Val  des  Lys, 
either  joining  the  path  from  the  Col 
d'  Ollen,  near  the  Gabiet  See,  or  de- 
scending by  the  E.  side  of  the  Lys 
Glacier.  It  is  said  to  be  also  possible 
to  reach  the  summit  of  the  Col  d'Ollen 
from  the  Val  di  Bours,  so  that  a 
traveller  might  leave  Alagna  in  the 
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momiDgy  follow  the  track  by  the  Pile 
Alp  to  the  Val  di  Boars,  theoce  cross 
to  the  Col  d'  Ollen,  ascend  the  Gem- 
stein,  and  reach  Gressonay  the  same 
day.  These  expeditions  should  be  un- 
dertaken only  by  well-trained  moun- 
taineers. Alagna  is  the  meeting  place 
of  many  different  routes.  That  from 
Varallo  by  the  Val  Sesia  has  been  de- 
scribed iu  Rte.  119.  The  traveller 
bound  for  the  Val  Anzasca  may  best 
take  either  of  the  two  passes — the  Col 
di  Moiuif  or  the  Col  di  Rima — leading 
to  Rima  in  the  W.  branch  of  the  Vid 
Sermenta.  The  first-named  is  the 
better  of  the  two,  and,  though  unfre- 
quented, is  described  as  a  beautiful 
and  easy  pass,  reaching  Rima  in  4^ 
hrs.— 2j  to  the  top,  Ij  to  descend.  2 
hrs.  farther  is  Rimasco  (Rte.  123). 
The  two  mos^  frequented  passes  from 
the  Val  Sesia  to  the  Val  de  Lys  are 
the  Col  d'OIlen,  commencing  at  Alagna, 
and  the  Col  di  Val  Dobbia,  the  path 
to  which  turns  from  the  Val  Sesia  at 
Riva,  1 }  m.  below  Alagna.  The  first 
is  the  more  interesting,  and  should 
always  be  preferred  in  fine  weather ; 
the  second  is  shorter  and  much  easier, 
being  a  good  mule-path,  but  it  is  com- 
paratively tame  and  unexciting. 

a.  The  ascent  to  the  Col  d'OIlen 
begins  immediately  above  the  village, 
and  occupies  4  hrs. ;  the  last  hour  is  very 
steep,  and  in  bad  weather  the  path  may 
easily  be  lost.  None  but  very  good 
mules  should  be  taken  over  this  pass, 
as  the  track  is  difficult.  It  is  1000  ft. 
higher  than  Col  de  Val  Dobbia,  and 
more  than  1  hr.  longe'r ;  but  is  far  pre- 
ferable on  account  of  its  views.  [On 
reaching  the  Col  (9553  ft.)the  traveller 
should  ascend  the  peak  of  the  Gemstein, 
half  an  hour's  climb  above  the  summit, 
on  the  N.  side,  from  which  there  is  a 
magnificent  view  of  desolation  on  the 
side  of  the  Alps  and  richness  on  the 
side  of  Italy.]  Nothing  can  be  ima- 
gined finer  than  the  head  of  the  Lys- 
tiial.  The  Lys-gletscher,  which  de- 
scends low,  Is'formed  by  the  union  of 
two  magnificent  branches,  which  sweep 
down  from  the  Lys  Kamm.  Rock, 
river,  rich  pasturages,  forcste,  glaciers, 
and  mountains,  are  so  admirably  com- 
bined as  to  present  a  series  of  most 


exquisite  views,  both  in  descending 
and  in  passing  along  the  bottom  of 
the  valley.  On  the  descent  is  passed  a 
lonely  tarn,  called  the  Oabiet  See,  near 
which  is  a  ch&let  better  than  common 
where  milk  may  be  procured.  Near 
the  village  chapel  of  San  Giacomo,  and 
close  by  the  road,  there  is  a  remark- 
ably picturesque  spot  on  the  river, 
which  has  hollowed  itself  a  very  deep 
channel,  across  which  has  fiUlen  a 
mass  of  rock,  forming  a  natural  bridge, 
which  leads  to  the  chapel  and  some 
adjacent  houses.  A  sharp  descent  of 
2^  hrs.  leads  to  Trinitk  in  the  Lysthal, 
whence  it  is  1|  hr.  to  Gressonay ;  or 
if  the  traveller  intends  to  cross  the 
Betta  Furca  (see  Rte.  125)  he  may 
take  a  track  to  the  rt.  and  merely  cross 
the  Val  de  Lys  at  St.  Giacomo,  at  once 
commencing  the  ascent  of  the  second 
Col,  but  it  is  a  long  and  fatiguing 
day's  walk  to  reach  the  head  uf  the 
Val  d'Ayas  from  Alagna. 

6.  The  route  to  the  Col  di  Val 
Bobbia  starts  from  Riva  (Route  119), 
and  ascends  the  narrow  ravine  of  the 
Dobbia,  by  a  long  and  steep  path,  in 
some  places  overhanging  the  torrent, 
in  others  disputing  with  the  river  the 
narrow  course  through  which  both 
must  struggle.  After  passing  the 
miserable  hamlet  of  Grato.  near  to 
which  there  is  a  fine  waterfall  gushing 
out  to  the  black  ravine,  the  abrupt 
ascent  to  the  Col  rises  through  a  pine 
forest,  and  thence  over  Alpine  pas- 
turages by  a  long  and  fatiguing  path, 
which  offers  no  object  of  particular 
interest  to  the  traveller 

The  distance  from  Riva  to  the  Col, 
which  is  8250  ft.  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  requires  4  hrs.  On  the  summit 
there  is  an  humble  ffospice—a.  stone 
house  of  2  stories,  affording  acceptable 
shelter  during  snow-storms  to  travel- 
lers ;  it  is  the  successor  probably  of  a 
hovel  which  existed  in  Sanssnre's  time. 
It  was  built  at  the  joint  expense  of  the 
commune  of  Riva  and  of  an  individnal 
of  Gressonay,  the  canon  Sottile.  It  is 
inhabited  throughout  the  year  by  2 
civil  men  who  attend  to  travellers  and 
their  wants.  A  view  is  obtained  from 
the  summit,  extending  fh>m  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Mont  Blanc  to  the 
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Alps  of  the  Yal  Telliua.  The  Monte 
Rosa  is  concealed  from  the  traveller, 
but  in  the  coarse  of  his  descent  the 
deep  valley  of  the  Lys  offers  views 
rivalling  any  in  the  Great  Chain. 

The  descent  to  Gressonay  may  be 
easily  made  in  2  hrs. 

Gressonay  (St.  Jean),  (/una ;  that  of 
♦Delapierre  is  very  good,  well  supplied 
for  so  remote  a  sitnation,  and  the 
landlord  most  attentive;  a  new  Inn, 
kept  by  M.  Sebastian  Lints,  is  highly 
spoken  of;  guides  and  mules.)  Dela- 
pierre and  his  son  Ferdinand  are 
both  good  guides,  and  he  provides 
mules  with  side-saddles  for  ladies. 
Travellers  must  not  expect  to  find  the 
ordinary  guides  at  this  or  other  vil- 
lages about  Monte  Rosa  at  all  worthy 
of  comparison  with  the  professional 

Slides  of  Chamouni  or  the  Bernese 
berland.  The  moles  also  are  gene- 
rally inferior  animals. 

Gressonay  is  properly  the  name  of 
the  commune  which  includes  all  the 
upper  part  jof  the  Vai  de  Lys^  or 
Lysthal,  There  are  many  hamlets 
scattered  along  the  course  of  the  stream 
for  a  distance  of  about  8  m.  The 
principal  one  is  that  of  St  Jean,  where 
alone  good  accommodation  is  to  be 
found.  The  beauty  of  the  st'^nery,  the 
interesting  objects  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, ana  the  comfortable  quarters, 
combine  to  make  this  the  most  de- 
sirable stopping-place  on  the  Italian 
side  of  Monte  Rosa ;  but  for  those  who 
desire  a  close  acquaintance  with  the 
ereat  mountain,  the  distance  of  St. 
Jean  from  the  head  of  the  valley  (fully 
3  hrs.  walk  to  the  foot  of  the  glacier) 
is  a  serious  drawback.  St.  Jean  is 
4530  ft  above  the  sea. 

In  the  communes  at  the  heads  of 
the  Piedmontese  valleys  of  Monte 
Rosa  the  German  language  is  spoken ; 
at  Alagna  in  the  Val  Sesia,  above 
Pestarena  in  the  Val  Anzasca,  and  ^n 
this  which  is  the  most  considerable  of 
the  German  communes.  The  manners 
of  these  communiti«'S  are  as  distinct  as 
their  language  from  that  of  their 
neighbours  lower  down  the  valleys, 
with  whom  they  bold  little  intercourse : 
they  encourage  a  pride  of  birth  and 
birthplace  which   strongly  keeps  up 


the  separation.  At  Gressonay  this  is 
perhaps  inorestrongly  exemplified  than 
m  any  other  of  the  valleys.  Here 
their  characters  are  distinsiuished  for 
honesty  and  industry,  and  few  com- 
munities have  a  higher  moral  tone. 
Crime  is  almost  unknown  among  them : 
and  if  disputes  arise,  the  syndic  or 
magistrate  elected  by  themselves  hears 
the  complaint,  and  effects  an  amicable 
settlement.  They  possess  many  of 
those  comforts  which  an  Englishman 
appreciates,  and  which  are  unknown 
to  the  lower  inhabitants  of  the  valleys. 
Their  education  and  attainments  are 
of  a  higher  order  than  is  usually  found 
in  such  a  class,  especially  in  such  a 
place.  Many  of  their  young  men  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  the  abili- 
ties which  they  have  displayed  when 
they  have  gone  abroad  in  the  world. 
They  have  become  merchants  and 
bankers,  and  many  from  among  them 
have  become  eminent  for  learning  and 
science,  and  reflected  honour  on  the 
little  community  located  in  this  Alpine 
solitude.  Among  these  is  Herr  Zum- 
stein,  better  known  in  the  Yal  Sesia  as 
M.  de  la  Pierre,  inspector  of  the 
forests  of  the  Val  Sesia,  who  long 
since  explored  the  flanks  and  ascended 
one  of  the  summits  of  Monte  Rosa, 
and  save  great  assistance  to  Col.  Von 
Welden  in  his  topography  of  Monte 
Rosa. 

Irrespective  of  the  passes  that  lead 
from  Gressonav  to  the  E. — ^already  de- 
scribed— and  those  leading  westward, 
described  in  Rte.  125,  there  are  many 
interesting  excursions  to  be  made,  and 
travellers  do  unwisely  who  merely 
hurry  through  without  seeing  as  much 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  as 
weather  and  strength  will  permit. 
The  most  interesting  excursion  in  fine 
weather  is  that  to  the  Zys  Glacier, 
There  is  a  good  paved  mule-path  as 
far  as  Nwersch,  where  Herr  Zumstein 
resides.  Beyond  this  (about  1^  lir. 
from  St.  Jean)  is  the  rather  large 
hamlet  of  Gressonay  la  Trmita.  Next 
is  8cm  QiacomOy  from  whence  a  path  to 
the  Col  d'Ollen  ascends  on  the  rt.,and 
that  to  the  Betta  Furca  on  the  1.  (see 
Rte.  125).  The  last  hamlet  is  Han 
Fietro,  and  beyond  it,  at  a  spot  called 
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Am  Bett,  it  a  large  house  belonging  to 
Baron  Peccoz,  a  native  of  the  valley, 
-who,  after  having  acquired  a  fortune 
and  title  in  Germany,  has  returned  to 
his  birthplace,  and  there  indulges  in 
the  passion  for  chamois-hunting.  He 
has  several  ch&lets  on  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains,  one  of  which  is  close 
to  the  E.  bank  of  the  Lys  Glacier, 
and  a  house  at  St.  Jean,  where  he 
keeps  a  collection  of  trophies  of  the 
chase,  including  some  unusually  fine 
bouqoetin's  heads.  The  Lys  Glacier 
is  more  easily  approached  on  the  K. 
than  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the 
moraine  is  extremely  high  and  steep. 
It  is  well  worth  while  to  ascend  by 
the  lateral  moraine  until  the  less 
crevassed  part  is  reached,  and  then  to 
advance  over  the  glacier  towards  the 
base  of  the  Nase^  a  conspicuous  peak 
or  promontory  of  rock  standing  out  in 
the  midst  of  the  glacier,  which  falls 
in  magnificent  ice-cascades  at  either 
side  of  it.  Practised  mountaineers 
may  cross  the  glacier,  and  descend 
the  steep  moraine  on  the  W.  side :  not 
less  than  10  hrs.  should  be  allowed 
for  the  excursion.  On  the  E.  side  of 
the  glacier,  and  below  the  Vincent 
PyTamide,is  the  ffohes  Licht^  a  rounded 
prominence,  where  at  one  time  a  gold- 
mine was  worked  at  more  than  10,800 
ft.  above  the  sea. 

A.  hut  was  constructed  near  the 
mine,  which  served  Zumstein  and 
other  explorers  of  Monte  Rose  as  a 
sleeping-place.  Another  hut  was  sub- 
sequently built  about  600  ft.  lower,  on 
the  ridge  descending  from  the  Vincent 
Pyramide,  close  to  the  summit  of  the 
Coldelle  Piscie,  The  brothers  Schla- 
gintweit  remained  there  for  14  days 
in  1851  engaged  in  scientific  observa- 
tions. The  height  of  this  hut,  called 
Vincentshutte,  is  10,383  ft. 

The  finest  panoramic  view  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gressonay  is  that 
from  the  summit  of  the  Graues  Hauft, 
or  Grauhmpt,  1 1,040  En^.  ft.  in  height. 
Its  crags  rising  precipitously  on  the 
W.  side  of  tlie  Val  de  Lys  are  conspi- 
cuous from  Zermatt. 

"  No  one  should,  if  possible,  leave 
Gressonay  without  ascending  it,  if  the 
weather  be  favourable.    It  is  a  diffi- 


cult excursion  for  ladies,  at  least  to 
the  very  top,  though  one  was  of  our 
party.  The  view  from  the  summit  is 
a  superb  panorama,  and  may  certainly 
count  amongst  the  finest  in  the  Alps. 
After  ascending  the  Val  de  Lys  for 
35  min.  a  steep  patli  by  the  side  of  a 
waterfall  on  the  1.  leads  up  to  a 
cluster  of  chlllets  and  some  luxuriant 
pasturages ;  it  is  well  to  start  early,  so 
as  to  get  over  this  part  before  the  sun 
appears  above  the  mountains  on  the 
E.  side  of  the  valley.  Thence  the 
ascent  is  more  easy,  over  the  side  of 
the  hill,  rich  with  rhododendrons  and 
mosses,  till  vegetation  begins  to  cease, 
and  the  path  mounts  by  the  side  of  a 
mountain-stream  till  it  reaches  (in 
3  hrs.  from  Gressonay)  the  Col  de 
Pinta,  a  wild  and  desolate  depression 
in  the  ridge,  strewn  with  large  rocks, 
where,  as  well  as  at  the  summit,  there 
is  a  pyramid  of  stones,  a  **  homme  de 
pierre "  as  the  guides  call  it  Here 
the  mule<path  ends,  and,  if  ladies  are 
not  strong  enough  to  mount  further, 
they  will  be  amply  compensated  by 
the  view  from  this  point.  The  higher 
part  of  the  mountain  itself  intercepts 
the  view  of  the  Monte  Rosa  chain,  but 
the  whole  range  from  Mont  Combin 
to  the  Grand  Paradis  in  the  range  on 
the  S.  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  is  seen; 
Mont  Blanc  rearing  its  fau^e  amphi- 
theatre  of  ice  high  above  its  neigh- 
bours. Beyond  this  the  way — not 
path,  fbr  there  is  none — lies  over  loose 
shingle  and  shale ;  several  large  rocks 
have  to  be  either  circumvented  or 
climbed,  and  the  incline,  just  after 
the  Col,  is  very  steep:  afterwards  it 
lies  over  harder  stones,  the  footing  on 
which  is  more  secure ;  5  or  10  min. 
before  reaching  the  summit  there  is 
a  very  stiff  climb  of  20  or  30  ft.  of 
steep  rock,  and  in  less  than  2  hrs. 
from  the  Col  the  top  is  reached,  where 
we  remained  an  hour.  A  perfect 
circle  of  mountains  here  reward  the 
trouble  of  the  climb:  the  whole  of 
Monte  Rosa  with  the  majestic  Matter- 
horn  appear  quite  close ;  Mont  Blanc, 
farther  away  to  the  W.,  easily  proves 
itself  to  be  the  '  Monarch  of  Moun- 
tains,' at  least  in  height.  The  Pic  de 
Grivola,  the  Grand  Paradis,  and  all  the 
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ridge  N.  of  Tnrin,  are  in  the  middle 
distance;  whilst  the  Maritime  Alps 
that  bound  the  Riyiera  from  Nice  to 
Genoa,  with  Monte  Viso  conspicuously 
great  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Tyro- 
lean Alps  with  the  hnge  Orteler  Spitz 
on  the  other,  form  a  splendid  back- 
gronnd  to  this  glorious  panorama. 

"  The  Col  is  a  convenient  place,  after 
descending  from  the  actual  summit, 
for  the  mid-day  dejeiiner:  provisions 
however  must  be  taken,  as  nothing 
but  very  excellent  milk  can  be  ob- 
tained at  the  high  chalets."— C.  C.  T. 

The  time,  exclusive  of  stoppages, 
is:— 

To  Ajscbnd. 

h.  in. 
Up  the  valley  .  ...  0  36 
Up  to  the  Col     .  ...     2    30 

Up  to  the  top    .    «     ...    1    65 


To  Descend. 

Down  to  the  Col     ....  0  56 

Down  to  the  valley      ...  1  55 

ToGreseonay    .    .     •     .     .  0  20 


Those  who  do  not  feel  confident  of 
their  strength  will  do  much  better  to 
attempt  some  easier  summit,  rather 
than  stop  short  in  the  ascent  of  the 
Grauhaupt  at  the  Col  di  Pinta.  Such 
a  point  IS  the  Pointe  de  Combetta, 
S.  of  the  Col  di  Ranzola  (Rte.  126). 
Another  summit,  less  difficult  than 
the  Grauhaupt,  but  more  laborions 
than  the  Combetta,  is  the  Teicfienhom, 
whose  top  is  seen  exactly  in  the  back- 
ground of  the  valley  from  the  bridge 
of  Gressonay.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  pro- 
longation of  the  ridge  of  the  Hohes 
Licnt. 

**  It  is  a  walk  of  2f  hrs.  to  reach  its 
foot,  passing  the  paths  leading  to  the 
Col  d'OUen  on  the  rt.,  and  Betta  Furca 
on  the  1.  A  severe  scramble  of  2  hrs. 
brought  us  to  the  summit,  over  short 
prickl;^  grass,  affording  no  hold.  The 
near  view  of  the  Lyskamm  and  glacier 
and  Vincent  Pyramide  is  very  grand. 
The  Hoheslicht,  which  is  the  only  in- 
tervening mountain,  would  probably 
command  still  grander  views,  but  we 
had  no  time  to  ascend  it.  Between 
the  Grauhaupt  and  Betta  Furca  pass 


there  is  a  fine  view  of  the  Grivola 
and  the  Mont  Emilius.  The  height 
of  the  Telchenhom  is  apparently  about 
the  same  as  the  Col  d'Ollen." 

It  would  be  quite  possible  to  com* 
bine  the  ascent  of  the  Telchenhom 
with  an  excursion  on  the  Lys  Glacier 
in  one  long  day's  walk. 

From  Gressonay  it  is  a  walk  of 
about  18  m.  to  descend  the  Vai  de 
Lys,  or  Vallese  as  the  Italian  portion 
of  the  valley  is  called,  to  St  Martin 
in  the  Val  d'Aosta,  passing  many  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  of  whicn  the  prin- 
cipal are  Qdby,  Issime,  Fontaineinore^ 
and  Lillianes,  through  wild  and  im- 
posing rock  scenery,  combined  with 
the  richest  vegetation  in  a  manner 
characteristic  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  and 
its  lateral  valleys.  About  Trina  the 
valley  is  strewn  with  huge  rolled 
blocks  or  boulders.  As  you  approach 
the  Ponte  di  Trinitk  the  scene  be- 
comes sterner,  more  shattered  pre- 
cipices and  long  shoots  of  d^ris  and 
detached  rocks.  Below  Issime  an 
unbroken  and  beautiful  wood  of  sweet 
chestnut  stretches  across  the  valley. 
The  Vallese  loses  much  in  interest  to 
those  who  ascend  it. 

At  St.  Martin  (Rte.  134)  is  a  toler- 
able Inn,  La  Rosa  Rossa. 


Pjecf-  4'  Savot/.     ete.  125.— chiessonat  to  chatiltx)n. 
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ROUTE  125. 

GRESSONAT  TO  CHATILLON,  BY  THE  COL 
DB  RANZOLA,  OR  BY  THE  BETTA 
FURCA. 

The  three  valleys  of  Anzasca,  Sesia, 
and  Lys,  described  in  Ktcs.  119,  121, 
and  124,  diverge  from  Monte  Rosa 
like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel  from  the 
axle,  and  therefore  the  shortest  pas- 
sage from  one  to  the'  other  is  that 
nearest  to  the  central  mountain.  The 
two  valleys  which  succeed  the  Val  de 
Lts  to  the  westward — the  valleys  of 
Cnallant  and  Tournanche — are  nearly 
parallel  to  it  and  to  each  other,  and 
they  idl  three  open  out  into  the  Val 
d*Ao6ta,  which  is  the  main  depression 
corresponding  to  the  ridge  of  the 
Pennine  Alps.  The  ridge  separating 
the  Val  de  tys  from  the  Val  Challant 
may  be  passed  at  many  points,  but  the 
two  frequented  passes  are  the  Col  de 
Banzola  and  the  Betta  Furca.  The 
former  is  by  far  the  easier  and  more 
interesting,  and  is  besides  considerably 
the  shorter  route  to  Chatillonor  Aosta. 

a.  To  reach  the  Col  de  Ranzola  it  is 
necessary  to  ascend  the  steep  forest 
paths  and  slopes  of  the  mountain  on 
the  side  of  the  valley  opposite  to  the 
Col  de  Val  Dobbia;  it  is  a  rather 
fatiguing  mule-path  the  whole  way 
up  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  valleys  of  the  Lys  and 
Challant 

On  emerging  in  the  ascent  from  the 
pine  forest  a  grand  view  of  Monte 
Bosa  is  presented,  with  the  beautiful 
Val  de  Lys  lying  far  below  the  tra- 
veller, with  its  quiet  villages  and  fer- 
tile pasturages.  The  Lys,  like  a  silver 
thread,  may  be  traced  up  to  its  glaciers. 
On  either  side  of  the  valley  the  vast 
mountains,  belted  with  forests,  offer, 
at  the  depression  of  their  ridges,  the 
paths  by  which  the    most  frequent 


intercourse  takes  place  with  the  neif;h- 
bouring  valleys.  From  a  peak  rising 
a  little  above  the  pass,  called  Pointe  de 
Combetta,  one  of  the  finest  panoramic 
views  of  Monte  Kosa  and  the  Val 
d' Aosta  and  the  Val  de  Gressonay 
may  be  obtained.  This  point  can  be 
reached  in  2^  or  3  hrs.  from  Gres- 
sonay. 

At  the  top  of  the  pass  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  is  shut  out,  but  in  clear 
weather  the  traveller  is  recompensed 
by  a  fine  distant  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 
After  passing  the  Col  de  Ranzola 
(7136  ft.)  the  descent  is  gradual  to  the 
little  hamlet  of  St  Grat,  then  some- 
what steep  to  Brussone.  In  the  descent 
the  Val  Challant  may  be  traced  in  its 
course  down  to  Verrex,  where  it  joins 
the  Val  d' Aosta,  in  which  the  Doire 
may  be  distinctly  seen,  flashing  across 
like  a  streak  of  light,  broken  by  the 
dark  mass  of  the  Castle  of  Verrez, 
which  stands  at  the  very  junction  of 
the  two  valley^,  while  under  the  feet, 
or  not  far  off,  is  perched  upon  the 
declivity  the  picturesque  Castle  of 
Challant 

In  4  hrs.  from  Gressonay  the  tra- 
veller reaches  Brussone — Inns:  Hdtel 
Royal,  tolerable ;  Lion  d'Or— a  beau- 
tifully situated  village.  From  hence 
the  Val  C/uillant  may  be  descended  to 
Verrex  in  the  Val  d' Aosta,  about 
3  hrs.  walk,  which  will  be  found  very 
hot  by  the  traveller  descending  from 
the  highland  valleys.  The  scenery 
is  beautiful,  but  the  inhabitants  are 
afflicted  with  goitre  and  cretinism  to 
a  painful  extent 

Above  Brussone  the  valley  changes 
its  character  and  its  name,  being  there 
called  Val  d*A}/as  from  the  name  of 
the  chief  village. 

The  most  direct  and  agreeable  route 
to  Chatillon  and  Aosta  is  by  the  Col 
de  Jon.  To  reach  it  the  path,  after 
crossing  some  meadows  beyond  Brus- 
sone, wincls  steeply  up  through  a  forest 
of  pines  and  larches,  and  tnen  opens 
upon  one  of  the  most  beautiful  pas- 
turages in  the  Alps — the  Col  de  Jon, 
which  is  a  fine  greensward,  broad  aud 
luxuriant.  This  is  not  a  pass  over  a 
depression  in  a  mountain  range,  such 
as  are  common  in  the  Alps,  but  merely 
K 
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a  short  cut  gained  bj  crossiDg  the 
shoalder  of  a  mountaiD,  instead  of 
winding  round  its  base.  The  Mont 
Zerbion  is  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  range  separating  the  Yal  d'Ayas 
from  the  Yal  Tonrnanche,  and  it  is 
OTer  the  side  of  this  mountain  that 
the  track  lies. 

On  reaching  the  descent  towards 
the  Val  d'Aosta,  near  a  little  chapel 
of  St.  Grat,  this  beautiful  valley  b 
seen  in  all  its  length,  from  Cbfttillon 
to  the  Mont  Blanc ;  not  traced  quite  to 
the  base  of  the  latter,  for  its  summit 
only  is  seen  on  the  rt.  peering  into 
the  Val  d'Aosta,  over  several  compact 
lines  of  mountains,  which  here  form 
the  termination  of  the  horizon.  The 
prospect  of  the  Yal  d'Aosta  itself  is 
charming ;  its  meadows  and  cultivated 
patches  margined  by  thick  woods  of 
walnut-trees,  which  creep  up  the 
water-channelled  dells  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain— the  castles  of  Usselle 
on  its  rock,  of  Finnis 'overlooking  its 
sea  of  wood,  with  numerous  white  ch. 
towers  and  spires — Aosta  and  its  plain, 
and  the  winding  flashes  of  the  Doire 
undulating  or  sweeping  across  the 
vale — combine  to  form  a  view  striking 
and  beautiful,  which,  in  the  descent, 
constantly  varies.  A  series  of  steep 
tourniquets  down  a  water-worn  chan- 
nel with  grassy  banks  brings  the  tra- 
veller to  the  forests  of  chestnut  and 
walnut  trees,  for  which  the  Yal  d'Aosta 
is  celebrated.  These  offer  to  him  their 
shade,  and  soon  the  vines  add  their 
luxuriant  foliage  to  the  cool  and  re- 
freshing path  which  leads  past  the 
mineral  spring  to  the  village  and 
Baths  of  St.  Vincent  (2}  hrs.  from 
Brussone).  The  valley  of  Aosta  is 
entered  at  one  of  its  finest  points  near 

St.  Yincent  (Rte.  134)  (/rni,  Ecu 
de  France,  fair),  less  than  2  m.  from 

Chatillon  (Rte.  134). 


The   Betta  Furea  is  the 
between  the  upi 


easiest 
of  the 


_per  end 
al  de  Lys  and  the  Val  d'Ayas.  It 
is  not  in  itself  a  very  interesting  pass, 
and  unless  taken  on  the  way  between 
Gressoney  and  Zermatt,  or  unless  the 
traveller  wishes  to  explore  the  gla- 
ciers at  the  head  of  the  Yal  d'Ayas, 


there  is  little  to  recommend  it.  This 
pass  is  quite  practicable  for  mules. 
A  good  track  leads  from  Gressonay 
up  the  valley  through  Noversch  for 


2^  hrs.,  then  turns  to  the  1.  and 
ascends  rapidly  for  1  hr.  to  a  small 
oratory,  whence  is  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  Lyskamm  and  its  glacier: 
another  good  hour  of  gentle  ascent 
reaches  the  col  (8862  ft),  on  which  is 
a  wooden  cross.  Half  an  hour  on  the 
descent  are  the  ch&lets  of  Seagel, 
where  the  accommodation  is  wretched. 
Further  down  are  the  ch&Iets  of  Sus- 
aette,  where  tolerable  sleeping  quarters 
are  to  be  found  "chez  I'Enfant." 
The  very  poor  village  of  San  Giacomo 
cTAyas  is  next  reached.  The  traveller 
fares  ill  here;  the  cur^  is  said  (1855) 
to  be  unwilling  to  receive  visitors. 
[Here  the  pass  over  the  Clmes  Blanches 
CRte.  128)  branches  off.]  The  road 
now  follows  the  stream  Evanson,  or 
Torrent  Blanche,  to  Ayas^  and  a  little 
further  joins  the  track  f^om  Bmssone 
over  the  Col  de  Jon.  Distance — 
about  7  hrs.  frt)m  Gressonay  to  San 
Giacomo ;  2^^  hrs.  from  San  Giacomo 
to  Bmssone. 


J^ie^'  ^*  /Sawy.         route  127. — ^visp  to  zermatt. 
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ROUTE  127. 
▼ISP  TO  zeruatt  or  saas. 

Visp. 

Stalden 1  46 

SuNUclaus     ....  2  30 

Herbrflggen    ....  1  10 

Randa 1  6 

TSsch 1  5 

Zermatt 1  10 

9  0 
The  concourse  of  travellers  to  the 
valleys  around  the  Monte  Rosa*  is 
every  year  increasing,  and  deservedly ; 
and  the  inn  accommodation  has  kept 
pace  with  the  increased  resort  of  stran- 
gers flowing  in.  The  great  difficulty 
of  Zermatt  or  "Young  Chamouni"  ia, 
that,  whereas  the  wav  up  to  it  from 
the  Valais  is  tolerably  easy,  there  is 
no  way  out  except  by  glacier  passes, 
which  not  every  one  is  nardy  enough 
to  attempt  The  St.  Th^dule  is, 
however,  passable  from  Julv  to  the 
middle  of  October.  The  only  direct 
mode  of  reaching  Zermatt  is  from  Visp 
or  Viiqe  in  the  v  alais  (R.  59),  where 
horses  can  be  obtained.  Each  horse 
costs  11  fr.  a-day,  and  1  fr.  bonnemain 
to  the  man  who  leads  it.  Including 
stoppages,  11  hrs.  are  occupied  in 
going  up  to  Zermatt,  and  not  much 
less  in  coming  down.  The  best  plan 
is  to  take  horses  at  Viq>,  use  them  at 
Zermatt  for  the  Riifeiberg,  &c.,  and 
return  upon  them,  thus  avoiding  back 
fare. 

The  other  bridle-path  to  Zermatt  is 
up  the  Turtman  Thai  to  Zmeiden  the 
first  day,  thence  over  the  hill  to  St. 
Niklaus.    (Rte.  129.) 

Ladies  not  equal  to  a  ride  of  9  hrs. 
from  Visp  to  Zermatt  may  stop  half- 
way at  St.  Nicholas,  or  Randa,  for  the 
night.  The  lower  part  of  the  valley 
is  exceedingly  hot.    It  is  therefore  a 

•  The  late  Wm.  Brockedon,  antbor  of  •  Passes 
of  the  Alps,'  was  perhaps  the  first  who  drew  the 
attention  of  English  travellers  to  Zermatt  and 
Monte  Rosa,  llie  fume  of  their  unrivalled 
scenery  has  since  been  extended  by  Professor 
Forbeas  •  Alps  of  Savoy,'  and  by  other  more  re- 
cent works  referred  to  In  the  introduction. 
The  map  of  the  country  ronnd  Monte  Rosa  is 
princiiMtlly  taken  finom  a  large  map  by  Bcbla- 
glntwelC 


decided  gain  to  push  on  over-night 
beyond  Visp,  even  only  to  Stalden. 
Tliose  who  are  pressed  for  time  may 
reach  St.  Niklaus  or  Randa  in  the 
evening,  the  Riffelberg  next  day,  and 
ascend  the  Gomer-Grat  and  return 
on  the  third  day. 

The  scenery  in  the  valley  lead- 
ing to  Zermatt  is  fine,  and  the  inte- 
rest is  kept  up  by  occasional  glimpses 
of  the  gigantic  peaks  that  enclose 
the  valley.  The  people  in  the  valley 
seem  miserably  poor  and  afflicted 
with  goitre,  and  are  filthily  dirty 
in  person.  At  every  church  is  a 
well-filled  charnel-house,  and  in  the 
churchyards  skulls  and  bones  are 
often  lying  about  unnoticed.  This 
valley  suffered  terribly  from  the  earth- 
quake in  1855;  the  road,  which  had 
just  been  made,  was  destroyed  in 
many  places,  but  it  has  since  been 
restored.  There  is  not  the  least  occa- 
sion for  a  g^ide  at  any  time  up  to 
Zermatt 

The  road  leaves  Visp  on  the  rt 
bank  of  the  river,  and  is  yearly  im- 
proved. The  lower  part  of'the  Visper 
Thai  is  very  hot,  ana  vines  are  culti- 
vated for  some  distance  above  Visp. 
The  snowy  peak  of  the  Balfrin  is 
seen,  and  beyond  Stalden  the  Bru- 
neck  Horn.  You  cross  over  to  the  L 
bank  of  the  Visp  at 

Neitbrucke,  Tne  trout  rush  down  to 
the  Rhone  when  the  glaciers  melt,  and 
are  caught  here  in  (quantities.  Fine 
view  up  from  this  bridge  of  the  fork 
of  the  valley. 

Stalden  (2722  ft.)  (Inn:  Berchtold, 
poor,  but  clean  and  moderate,  good 
muscat  wine),  at  the  junction  01*  the 
stream  from  Zermatt,  called  Gomer- 
Visp,  with  that  from  Saas,  or  Saaser- 
Visp.  There  is  a  path  from  Stalden  to 
thellospice  on  the  Simplon.  The  path 
to  Saas  here  turns  1.  over  the  Kinn- 
brucke  (Rte.  122).  That  to  Zermatt 
ascends  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Gorner, 
Visp,  and  the  vaiiey  of  St,  Nicholas, 
running  along  the  edge  of  precipices, 
winding  much,  rising  high  and  de- 
scending low,  and  twice  crosses  the 
Visp  before  reaching 

St  Nicholas  (Germ.  St.  Niklcais) 
(Inns:  Croix  Blanche,  Soleil;  boUi 
b2 
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fairly  good),  a  good  place  for  a  halt 
or  for  the  night.  This  village,  which 
is  rather  less  miserable  than  its  neigh- 
bours, was  much  injured  by  the  earth- 
quake in  1855 ;  it  is  the  chief  place  in 
the  valley,  and  is  charmingly  situated 
amidst  wild  Alpine  scenery,  tempered 
with  forests  and  orchards  in  the  fore- 
ground, on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Visp. 

[There  is  a  short  but  high  cut  over 
the  shoulder  of  the  mountain  to  the 
valley  of  Saas.  There  is  also  a  pass 
to  the  Turtman-Thal.    (Rte.  129.)] 

After  leaving  St.  Niklaus  the  path 
soon  returns  to  the  rt.  bank,  traversing 
in  turn  meadow  and  forest,  crossed  now. 
and  then  by  a  land-slip  or  glacier- 
stream  from  the  snows  above.  In  front, 
the  snows  of  the  Brei thorn  and  the 
Little  Mont  Cervin  soon  come  into 
view,  and  remain  visible  at  intervals 
till  near  Zermatt.  Beyond  Herbrttg- 
gen  is 

Banda — (fnn,  H.  du  Dom,  12  beds, 
comfortable,  better  than  St.  Niklaus) 
(4740  ft.) — situated  among  extensive 
meadows,  opposite  a  gap  in  the  pre- 
cipice walling  in  the  valley  on  the 
W.,  through  which  the  Bies  glacier 
descends  from  the  Weisshom,  which 
is  here  left  behind.  In  1819,  Dec.  27, 
a  considerable  portion  of  this  glacier 
lying  on  the  steep  slope  above  the 
precipice  suddenly  detached  itself, 
and  fell  from  a  height  of  1500  ft. 
into  the  valley  near  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Randa;  it  did  not  reach  it 
in  descending,  but  passed  a  little  on 
one  side  of  it,  yet  the  mere  draft  of 
air  produced  by  a  fall  from  such  a  vast 
elevation  destroyed  the  greater  part 
of  the  houses,  scattering  the  timoers 
of  which  they  were  built  like  straws, 
over  the  mountain  side,  to  the  distance 
of  a  mile,  and  hurling  millstones  many 
fathoms  up  hill.  In  the  summer  of 
1858  the  summit  of  the  Dom— the 
highest  of  the  Mischabelhbrner,  14,935 
ft.  above  the  sea — was  for  the  first 
time  attained  by  the  Rev.  J.  XL  Davies; 
starting  before  daylight,  he  reached 
the  summit  in  9  hrs.,  and  descended 
in  5,  returning  to  Zermatt  in  the 
evening. 

About  an  hour  beyond  Randa  is  a 
larger  village,  Tasch,    [From  Tasch 


the  Allalein  pass,  a  difficult  glacier 
pass,  fit  only  for  practised  moun- 
taineers, leads  t^  Saas.  The  height 
is  about  12,000  ft.l 

Beyond  the  viflage  of  Tasch  the 
new  road  has  been  made  close  to 
the  stream ;  and  turning  a  comer 
where  it  has  been  excavated  in  the 
rock,  a  striking  view  of  the  Mt. 
Ceroin,  or  Matterhom,  distinguished 
from  all  other  peaks  by  its  slender, 
isolated  pvramia,  opens,  and  a  view 
is  obtained  of 

Zermatt  (Piedmontese  Praborgne). 
Inns :  H.  du  Mont  Rosa,  H.  du  Mont 
Cervin;  both  good:  H.  du  Mont  Cervin 
larger  and  the  more  comfortable  of  the 
two,  but  H.  du  Mont  Rosa  seems 
the  favourite.  There  is  also  a  good 
Inn  on  the  Riffelberg  2^  hrs.  further, 
kept  by  the  proprietors  of  the  H.  du 
Mont  Rosa.  This  retired  village, 
of  450  Inhab.,  5315  ft.  above  the  sea, 
consisting  of  about  60  quaint  old  black 
wooden  houses,  with  the  2  huge  white 
inns  toweringabove  them,  is  placed  in  a 
little  plain,  close  to  the  grandest  sce- 
nery of  nature,  near  the  junction  of  3 
valleys,  each  headed  by  a  glacier.  E.  is 
the  Findelen  Glacier,  S.  the  Zermatt 
or  Corner  Glacier  and  W.  the  Zmuts 
Glacier.  The  mineralogist,  botanist, 
and  entomologist  may  collect  rich  har- 
vests in  the  neighbourhood.  Hero 
many  days  may  be  spent  in  excursions 
to  the  glaciers  and  points  of  view  with 
which  the  neighbourhood  abounds. 
The  pasturage  appears  good,  but  the 
attempts  to  raise  grain  crops  in  this 
damp  and  shady  valley  are  melancholy, 
and  only  serve  to  show  the  CTeat  in- 
dustry of  its  inhabitants.  The  bread 
is  not  good,  probably  because  the 
wheat  can  never  ripen.  In  wet  wea- 
ther this  valley  must  be  truly  miser- 
able. It  is  now  much  fi;^quented  by 
travellers  :  1500  visited  it  in  1858, 
1300  in  1859. 

The  grandest  object  in  the  views 
around  Zermatt  is  the  3font  Cervin 
(Germ.  Matterhom,  Ital.  Monte  Silvio), 
which,  near  the  village,  is  seen  to  rise 
in  singular  beauty  and  magnificence 
against  the  sky,  14,705  Eng.  feet  high. 

Prof.  Forbes  describes  it  "  as  beyond 
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comparison  the  most  striking  natural 
object  he  had  seen,— an  inaccessible 
obelisk  of  rock,  not  1000  ft,  lower 
than  Mont  Blanc."  It  lifts  itself  from 
an  otherwise  unbroken  line  of  glacier, 
which  is  more  than  11,000  Lng.  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  sea  :  this  object 
alone  would  repay  the  trouble  of  a  visit 
to  Zermatt  from  Visp. 

Guides. — There  is  no  difficulty  in 
getting  good  guides  at  Zermatt,  and 
most  of  them  speak  a  little  French. 
Johann  and  Peter  Taugwald,  Stephen 
iBiener,  Joseph  Biener,  and  Pierre 
Per r in  are  among  the  best.  There  is 
now  an  authoris^  tariff  of  charges  to 
be  seen  at  the  hotels.  50  fr.  for 
Monte  Rosa;  20  fr.  over  the  Theo- 
dule  to  Ch&tillon;  6  fr.  a  day  and  1 
fr.  bonnemain  for  ordinary  excur- 
sions; mules  10  fr.  a  day  and  1  fr. 
bonnemain. 

Excursions, 

cu  Riffelberg  and  Oomer  Qrat. — The 
first  excursion  from  Zermatt  is  up 
the  Riffelberg,  and  to  the  Gomer  Grat, 
and  those  who  have  time  but  for  one 
expedition  only  usually  choose  this.  It 
is  very  comfortably  ac6omplished  by 
sleeping  two  nights  at  Zermatt ;  but 
those  who  wish  to  save  a  day  may  sleep 
at  St  Niklaus,  next  day  to  the  Riffel- 
berg Inn,  and  on  the  following  day 
to  the  Gomer  Grat  and  back  to  St. 
Niklaus.  From  Zermatt  to  the  Inn 
on  the  Riffelberg  is  2^  hrs.  on  horses, 
2  hrs.  good  walking.  From  the  Inn 
to  the  top  of  the  Gomer  Grat  1^  hr. 

The  term  Riffelberg  is  properly  ap- 
plied to  a  long  rocky  ridge  or  promon- 
tory, extending  between  the  Gomer 
Glacier  and  the  Findelen  Glacier;  but 
the  portion  of  it  near  the  inn,  and 
overhanging  Zermatt,  is  especially 
called  by  that  name.  The  three  prin- 
cipal summits,  rising  one  higher  than 
the  other  from  W.  to  K.,  are  called 
the  Gomer  Grat,  the  Hochthaligrat, 
and  the  Stockhom.  The  Riffelhom. 
js  a  singular  detached  pinnacle  of  ser- 
pentine rock  rising  above  the  Gomer 
f lacier.  An  Inn,  very  fairly  kept, 
ut  often  overcrowded,  has  been  built 
upon  a  part  of  the  Riffelberg,  at  an 
elevation  of  8430  ft.,  affording  fine 


views  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
and  about  1^  hr.  from  the  top  of  the 
Gomer  Grat,  the  great  object  of 
attraction.    Charges  much  too  high. 

The  Inn  on  the  Riffelberg  is  very 
conspicuous  from  Zermatt ;  there  is 
no  danger  in  going  up,  or  even  to  the 
Gomer  Grat  without  a  g^ide,  but  it 
is  quite  possible  to  miss  the  path. 
This  goes  past  the  ch.  and  on  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Visp  for  about  10  min., 
when  the  stream  is  crossed.  The 
path  then  crosses  some  meadows,  and 
ascends  for  about  an  hr.  by  a  path  ex- 
ceedingly steep  in  places,  through  a  no- 
ble forest — first  of  larch,  then  of  Arol  la 
(Arve,  pinm  cembra)-,  it  then  emerges 
on  a  small  alp  or  pasturage,  and,  pass- 
ing some  chalets,  turns  to  the  rt.  and 
crosses  a  torrent ;  the  rest  of  the 
ascent  is  easy,  winding  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  moimtain  towards  the 
Gomer  Glacier,  and  finally  arriving 
at  the  plateau  where  the  inn  is  situ- 
ated. From  this  plateau  there  is  a 
noble  view  of  the  Mont  Cervin  and  the 
ranges  towards  the  S.  and  W. ;  and 
from  points  near  it  are  views  over  the 
Gomer  Glacier.  Leaving  the  inn, 
and  keeping  a  little  to  the  S.,  and  then 
turning  £.  amongst  some  rocks,  the 
path  ascends,  becoming  very  rugged. 
Grand  views  of  the  mts.  andof  the  gla- 
cier below.  A  mgged  peak  is  seen  on 
the  rt,  the  Riffelhom,  which  it  is  just 
possible,  but  not  profitable,  to  ascend; 
Mr.  Wilson,  climbing  this  without  a 
guide,  having  previously  ascended  it 
with  one,  fell  and  perished,  July,  1 865. 
The  path  continues  till,  in  about  an  hr. 
from  the  inn,  it  reaches  a  little  lake. 
It  becomes  so  rough  that  it  is  better 
to  dismount,  and  send  the  horses  to 
meet  you  near  the  Guggli.  [Two 
narrow  footpaths  are  made  down  the 
face  of  the  cliff  on  to  the  glacier; 
the  one  that  diverges  to  the  rt.  leads 
over  the  ice  to  the  St.  Th^bdule,  the 
other  to  the  Weissthor  and  the  summit 
of  Monte  Rosa.]  The  track  is  now 
over  rocky  masses  with  snow  in  the 
hollows,  and  vegetation  becomes  very 
scantj^',  until  the  summit  of  the  Gomer 
Grat  is  reached,  10,290  ft  above  the 
sea-level.  This  is  a  round  knoll,  per- 
haps 50  yds.  across,  with  precipice^ 
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towards  the  Gomer  Glacier  and  a  steep 
slope  of  snow  on  the  N. ;  it  commands 
a  splendid  view  of  the  Gomer  Glacier, 
and  also  a  complete  panorama,  nearly 
40  m.  in  diameter,  of  snowy  mountains, 
in  which  respect  it  exceeds  anything 
at  Chamouni,  where  the  view  is  always 
confined  to  one  side.  The  only  point 
where  there  is  anything  to  impede  a 
complete  view  is  a  snowy  eminence  to 
the  E.  on  a  continuation  of  the  Riffel- 
berg  ridge,  and  called  HochthdligraU 
This  point  is  about  1|  hr.  from  the 
Gomer  Grat;  the  view  differs  very 
little  from  that  already  obtained. 

Descending  from  the  Gomer  Grat, 
and  keeping  rather  towards  the  N.  by 
a  track  not  easy  to  find,  in  about 
}  hr.  the  eminence  called  Ouggli  is 
reached,  the  view  from  which  is  re- 
markable, though  it  will  perhaps  ap- 
pear tame  after  that  from  the  Gorner 
Grat.  The  Nesthom  on  the  N.  side 
of  the  vallej^  of  the  Rhone  is  from 
here  a  conspicuous  object. 

From  Guggli  there  is  a  path  by 
the  side  of  the  Findelen  Glacier  back 
to  Zermatt,  but  it  is  usual  to  return 
in  about  ^  hr.  over  rough  but  level 
ground  to  the  inn,  whence  by  a 
circuit  of  1  hr.,  or  so,  the  foot  of 
the  Goraer-gletsoher,  where  the  river 
issues  from  it,  may  be  visited ;  and 
though  the  vault  of  ice  at  present 
is  far  inferior  to  thuse  of  the  Glacier 
du  Bois,  or  Grindelwald,  the  exquisite 
beauty  of  the  spot  well  deserves  a 
visit.  Here  one  may  literally  touch 
the  meadows  with  one  hand,  and  the 
glacier  with  the  other.  The  torrent 
from  the  vault  of  the  glacier  soon 
plunges  into  a  singulany  beautiful 
gorge  of  serpentine,  the  commence- 
men  of  a  romantic  forest  Tavine,through 
which  it  leaps  and  struggles  until  it 
reaches  the  plains  of  Zermatt.  The 
descent  from  the  glacier  to  Zermatt 
is  about  45  minutes. 

The  Gomer  Glacier  is  especially 
worth  observing,  owing  to  the  rapidity 
of  its  encroacnments.  In  1853  a 
foot-bridge,  which  crossed  the  stream 
Just  below  its  exit  from  the  ice  ca- 
vern, had  been  carried  away,  and  the 
cave  is  now  some  yards  beyond  it. 
The  glacier  protruded  into  some  of 


the  richest  pastures,  and  the  turf  was 
literally  turned  up  and  thrown  back 
by  it  as  by  the  share  of  an  enormous 
plough.  It  was  still  advancing  in 
1857-9. 

6.  Schwartzsee  <tnd  Zmutt  Glacier. — 
The  path  is  the  same  as  that  to  the 
Theodule  for  the  first  45  min.  When 
near  the  foot  of  the  Gorner  glacier, 
strike  up  the  mountain  to  the  rt.;  the 
path  will  soon  be  found,  and  about 
45  min.  of  steep  zigzags  succeed. 
After  this  the  track  becomes  more 
level,  leading  nearly  straight  for 
Mont  Cervin,  and  in  45  min.  more 
brings  yon  to  the  Schwartzsee,  2^  hrs. 
from  Zermatt.  Ladies  can  ride  idl  the 
way;  but  the  ascent  is  in  part  steep. 
The  Schwartzsee  is  a  little  lake,  8393 
ft.,  on  a  buttress  of  the  Matterfaom, 
with  a  lone  chapel  beside  it  There  is 
nothing  remarkable  in  the  spot  itself; 
but  the  low  ridge  east  of  it  commands 
a  superb  panoramic  view  of  the  whole 
basin  of  Zermatt,  with  its  surrounding 
mountains  :  a  view  in  some  respects 
finer  than  that  from  the  RifieL  Here 
the  Matterhom,  rising  overhead,  is  the 
principal  object;  but  the  view  also 
embraces  the  whole  extent  of  the  Gor- 
ner-gletscher,  to  the  top  of  Monte 
Rosa.  A  still  finer  view  is  obtained 
by  mounting  the  rocky  peak  above 
the  lake,  caUed  the  Homli,  an  hour's 
steep  ascent,  a  small  part  of  which  is 
over  ice  or  moraine,  and  not  easy  to 
find,  or  perhaps  safe  to  attempt,  without 
a  guide.  It  is  so  infinitely  superior 
that  no  one  ought  to  omit  it.  It  was 
by  way  of  the  Horali  buttress  tliat 
the  Matterhom  was  first  ascended  in 
July,  1865,  by  Mr.  Whymper,  Rev.  C. 
Hudson,  Lora  Charles  Douglas,  and 
Mr.  Hadow;  while  descending  it,  there 
occurred  a  footslip.  The  rope  broke 
below  Mr.  Whymper,  and  the  three 
other  gentlemen,  with  the  guide  Mi- 
chael Croz,  fell  over  a  precipice  of 
4O00  ft.  and  perished.  The  summit 
of  the  Cervin  may  be  deemed  almost 
inaccessible,  and  after  this  catastrophe 
it  is  to  be  hoped  no  one  will  be  so  reck- 
less of  his  own  life  and  the  lives  of 
others  as  to  try  it.  Either  from  the 
Homli  or  from  the  Schwartzsee,  a  dif- 
ferent route  may  be  taken,  descending 
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westward  to  the  foot  of  the  great  gla^ 
cier  of  Zmutt,  and  returning  alongthe 
N.  aide  of  the  Zmutt  valley  to  Zer- 
matt  This  route  passes  through  fine 
large  forests,  and  abounds  in  most 
singular  and  beautiM  pictures.  It 
crosses  the  river  by  a  wooden  bridge, 
of  large  span,  at  an  inunense  heie ht 
above  the  water.  The  descent  this 
way  is  less  steep,  but  longer:  it  will 
take  about  S^  hours.  The  Zmutt 
Glacier  is  well  worth  a  visit  on  ac- 
count of  the  magnificent  views  ob- 
tained from  it 

Another  retumli^  route  is  by  the 
side  of  the  Gorner  Glacier. 

c.  The  Ohtere  Roikhom  may  be  as- 
cended in  4^  hra.  by  a  steep  mule 
path.  The  view  is  more  panoramic 
than  that  from  the  Gorner  Grat ;  it 
rises  in  the  centre  of  a  complete  circle 
of  snow  mountains,  and  you  see  at  one 
Tiew  the  3  chief  glacier  routes  leading 
out  of  the  valley  of  Zermatt,  vii  the 
Matteijoch  into  Val  d'Aosta,  the 
Weiss  Thor  into  Yal  Anzasca,  and 
that  by  Zmutt  Glacier  into  Yal 
d*Erin.  There  is  a  short  and  steep 
descent  into  the  FindelenthaL 

d.  From  Zermatt  or  the  Biffelberg 
a  rather  difficult  path  is  now  often 
taken  by  English  travellers,  leading 
directly  across  the  glaciers  of  Monte 
Kosa,  and  affording  a  rery  short  cut 
from  Zermatt  to  Macagnaga,  in  the 
Val  Anxasca. 

This  is  the  pass  now  called  the 
Weiss  Thor,  but,  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  old  aud  now  disused  pass  of 
that  name,  it  should  be  called  the  New 
Weiaa  Thor,  (See  Bte.  121.)  The 
pass  now  used,  which  appears  to  have 
been  first  discovered  about  1849  or 
1850,  is  rather  higher  than  the  old 
pass,  being  11,851  ft.  above  the  sea. 
For  mountaineers  who  can  count  upon 
the  perfect  steadiness  of  their  heads, 
aud  upon  their  endurance  in  the  event 
of  bad  weather  coming  on,  there  is  no 
danger  in  the  pass ;  but  it  is  by  no 
means  a  route  for  inexperienced  tT»- 
Tellers,  unless  accompanied  by  good 
guides,  and  in  very  settled  weather. 
The  guides  ask  25  fr.  for  the  expedi- 
tion, and  a  stout  youth  to  act  as 
porter  may  be  had  fw  15  fr.     In 


taking  the  pass  from  Zermatt  it  is 
rather  shorter  to  go  by  the  Findelen 
glacier,  but  it  is  far  more  advisable  to 
sleep  at  the  Riffel  Hotel,  and  to  be'on 
the  Gorner  glacier  as  early  as  possible 
in  the  mominff.  Starting  from  tlie 
inn  on  the  Riffelberg,  the  path  on  the 
rt.  leaves  the  little  lake  at  the  foot  of 
the  Kiffelhom,  and  then  passes  nearly 
on  a  level  along  the  very  steep  slope 
forming  the  southern  face  of  the 
Gorner  Grat,  at  first  at  a  great  height 
above  the  glacier,  till  the  gradual  rise 
of  the  glacier  brings  its  surface  to  a 
level  with  the  path  in  about  an  hour 
after  leaving  the  hotel.  The  glacier 
is  thus  ascended  for  some  distauce, 
but  the  crevasses  soon  render  it  neces- 
sary to  return  to  the  rocks  on  the  1. 
In  about  2^  hrs.  from  the  Riffel  the 
path  takes  to  the  glacier  again.  From 
this  point,  with  the  ridge  dividing 
the  Gorner  from  the  Findelen  glacier 
on  the  1.,  Monte  Rosa  on  the  rt.,  and 
the  peak  of  the  Cima  di  Jazi  in  fi*ont, 
the  track  lies  nearly  in  a  straight  line 
over  easy  slopes  of  snow,  and  across 
or  round  numerous  crevasses,  some 
altogether  concealed,  others  revealing 
blue  chasms  walled  with  ice  of  great 
purity  and  solidity.  Towards  the 
higher  part  of  this  great  snow-field 
the  2  glaciers — Gorner  and  Findelen 
— become  minsled  together,  there 
being  here  only  a  mint  dividing 
ridge.  Looking  back  from  here, 
the  view  is  very  grand,  and  takes  in 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  vast  chain 
extending  from  Monte  Ro^a  to  Mont 
Blanc — seen,  however,  in  the  direction 
of  its  length,  so  that  it  is  not  easy  to 
distinguisn  many  of  the  intermediate 
peaks.  The  track  now  bears  away  to 
the  1.,  or  nearly  due  N.,  leaving  on 
the  rt.  hand  the  snowy  summit  of  the 
Cima  de  Jazi,  and  crossing  a  slight 
depression  in  the  ridge  joining  tlie 
latter  summit  and  the  Strahlhom. 
After  ascending  for  a  short  distance 
on  the  N.  side  of  this  depression,  a 
point  is  reached  where  in  two  or  three 
steps  the  scene  is  changed  as  if  by  en- 
chantment. Instead  of  toiling  over  a 
snow-field,  with  no  object  visible  save 
boundless  fields  of  neve  and  occasional 
black  rocks,  the  traveller  finds  him- 
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self  on  a  narrow  ledge  of  rock  appa- 
rently overhanging  a  precipice.  On 
the  N.  or  left-hand  side  this  terminates 
in"  a  projecting  buttress  only  a  few 
y^ards  distant;  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion the  precipitous  wall  on  whose 
summit  he  is  standing  is  seen  to  ex- 
tend far  to  the  southward,  until  it  is 
united  to  the  tremendous  eastern  fiice 
of  Monte  Rosa.  The  highest  intei^ 
Tening  summit  is  that  of  the  Cima  de 
Jazi,  not  more  than  600  or  700  ft. 
higher  than  where  he  stands.  The 
precipice  terminates  only  a  few  feet 
from  the  summit  of  the  Cima;  and 
there,  and  in  many  other  places,  the 
thick  layer  of  snow  which  coats  the 
top  of  the  ridge  is  seen  to  form  an 
overhanging  cornice  that  might  be 
easily  broken  away  by  the  weight  of 
an  unwary  traveller.  Looking  down- 
ward, if  the  valley  below  be  clear,  the 
traveller  sees  the  lower  end  of  the 
Macugnaga  glacier  about  6000  ft. 
below  him,  appearing  so  near  that  a 
stone  flune  from  the  hand  might 
reach  it.  ft  far  more  commonly  hap- 
pens, even  in  fine  weather,  that  a  sea 
of  cloud  hangs  like  a  pall  between 
the  valley  below  and  the  spectator. 
Lying,  as  they  do,  some  thousands  of 
feet  below  him,  he  supposes  the  clouds 
to  fill  the  valley,  while  the  people  of 
Macu&:nagaj  seeing  clouds  three  or 
four  thousand  feet  above  their  heads, 
imagine  that  they  cover  the  mountain- 
tops.  The  single  point  at  which  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  is  conveniently 
reached  is  often  selected  by  the  guides 
as  a  halting-place  for  luncheon.  How- 
ever uninviting  the  appearance  of  the 
precipice  may  be  even  to  moun- 
taineers, it  is  Quite  p^ossible  to  descend 
directly  from  this  point,  but  the  guides 
seldom  choose  that  course.  The  rocks 
are  excessively  steep,  and  there  are 
one  or  two  points  that  are  scarcely 
safe,  except  to  practised  cragsmen, 
used  to  "hold  on  by  their  eyelids." 
The  usual  course  is  to  ascend  along 
the  ridge  for  a  short  distance  furUier 
to  the  N.,  until  a  few  projecting  rocks 
are  reached.  At  this  point  the  great 
wall  connecting  Monte  Rosa  and  the 
Strahlhom,  along  the  top  of  which 
the  track  has  biUierto  lain,  is  joined 


by  a  transverse  ridge  running  in  an 
easterly  direction,  and  forming  in  this 
place  the  boundary  between  Switzer- 
land and  Italy.    This  transverse  ridg« 
is  much  lower  than  the  wall  against 
which  it  abuts,  and  at  the  point   of 
junction  it  is  united  by  a  steep  buttress 
of  rock  partly  coated  with  snow  and 
ice.     It  is  by  this  buttress  that  the 
pass  of  the  New  Weiss  Thor  is  usually 
effected.     The  N.  side  looks  towards 
Saas,  and  overhangs  the  Schvjorzhcrg 
Glacier,  which  descends  near  to  the 
Distel  Alp.    The  S.  side  of  the  but- 
tress faces   the   Macugnaga   glacier. 
It  is  by  the  N.  side  that  the  first  part 
of  the  descent  is  made,  along  some 
very  steep  but  not  dangerous  faces  of 
rock.    There  is  good  holding-ground 
for  hands  and  feet     After  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  chief  apparent 
difficulty  of  the  pass  is  encountered. 
This  is  an  extremely  steep  ridge  of 
snow,  sometimes  frozen  hard,  along 
the  edge  of  which  the  descent  lies. 
With  good  guides,  and  proper  use  of 
the  rope,  there  is  no  danger. 

At  the  foot  of  this  are  some  steep 
rocks  with  snow  between  them.  The 
track  now  takes  to  the  Macugnaga 
side  of  the  ridge,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  descent  is  alternately  over 
rocks,  piles  of  d^ris,  and  snow  slopes 
which  are  sometimes  favourable  for  a 
glissade.  Here  the  rope,  which  ought 
to  have  been  in  use  since  reaching  the 
neve  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Gomer 
glacier,  may  be  laid  aside,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  descent  presents  no 
difficulties.  From  9  to  10  hrs.  (ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  the  snow) 
should  be  allowed  for  reaching  Ma^ 
cugnaga  from  the  Riffel  Hotel,  excla- 
sive  of  halts.  At  least  an  hour  more 
should  be  allowed  in  taking  the  pass 
from  Macugnaga  to  the  Riffel,  which 
involves  a  much  longer  and  steeper 
ascent  Clouds  often  gather  round 
the  summit,  and  the  services  of  a 
thoroughly  experienced  guide  are 
essential.  [From  the  foot  of  the 
ardte  it  is  easy  to  reach  the  Schwarz- 
berg  glacier,  and  so  descend  into  the 
valley  of  Saas,  a  little  above  the  inn 
at  theMattmark  See.    (See  Rte.  122.)] 

e.  The  Weiss-thor  pass  is»  however. 


bect.ll' 

Dft/IES 

find 
nbe 

.!^ 

T'l 

•te 

'!St- 

:Jer. 
»n 
line 
of 
lad 
ts 
'flt 
ti. 
of 

$. 


'JUmiXttoh  pf  SwitMfrlcmA  " 


>  i»A  K  ."L  ixaiftsn.^  'm>^  ^o^ 


PiecP'  ^  Savoy. 


ROUTE  127. — MONTE  ROSA. 


353 


Summit  of  Monte  Rosa.    From  SchUglntwelt'i  StohL 


rather  difficult  and  daD^erons ;  and  a 
finer  view  can  be  obtained  by  going 
part  of  the  way  and  then  ascending 
Citna  di  Jazi  (12,527  ft.).  This  can  be 
easily  reached  in  5  hrs.  from  the  Rif- 
felberg  Hotel.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  the  path  is  over  ice 
and  snow  on  easy  slopes,  and  there  is 
no  other  mountain  in  the  Alps  of  that 
height  which  can  be  so  easily  ascended. 
The  view  from  the  top  extends  over 
the  Pennine  chain,  the  Bernese  Alps, 
and  the  plains  and  lakes  of  Italy,  and 
to  the  Tyrol.  A  rope  is  always  ad- 
visable, but  in  general  there  is  neither 
difficulty  nor  danger.  The  guide  has 
usually  10  fr. 

/.  Mcnte  Rosa,  The  highest  part 
of  Monte  Rosa  consists  of  a  range  of 
5  peaks  running  N.  and  S.,  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  range  not  being  more 
than  2  m.  apart.  Commencing  at  the 
northern  end,  the  names  and  heights 
of  the  peaks  are,  according  to  the 
latest  measarements, — 


Nord  End  .  . 
Hucbste  Spltze 
Ziirastein  Spitze 
Signal  Kappe  . 
tSpitxe  . 


Eng.ft 
16.133 
15,217 
15.004 
14,964 
14^77 


The  Nord  End  was  first  ascended  in 
1855  by  Sir  T.  and  Mr.  £.  Buxton,  and 
Mr.  Cowell.  The  Hdchste  Spitze  was 
ascended  by  the  brothers  Schlagint- 
weit,  by  Messrs.  E.  O.  and  C.  Smyth, 
and  by  Mr.  £.  S.  Kennedy  piaor  to 
1855,  but  the  point  reached  was  about 
IS  ft  short  of  the  highest  summit. 
This  was  first  attained  in  the  latter 
year  by  Messrs.  Hudson,  G.  and  C. 
Smyth,  Birkbeck,  and  Stevenson,  ac- 
companied by  Ulrich  Lauener,  of 
Lanterbrunnen,  and  3  Zermatt  guides. 
This,  the  highest  peak  of  the  moun- 
tain, is  called  p€w  excellence  Monte 
Rosa. 

The   Zttmstem   Spitze   was    several 
times  ascended  by  the  intrepid  ex- 
plorer whose  name  it  bears. 
r3 
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The  Sigrtal  Kuppe  was  reached  in  1842 
by  M.  Gnifetti,  the  currf  of  Alagca. 

No  account  of  the  ascent  of  the 
Parrot  Spitze  has  reached  the  Editor. 

Within  the  last  S  years  the  ascent 
of  Monte  Rosa  has  become  very  com- 
mon ;  for,  though  it  is  more  difficult 
and  dangerous  uian  Mt.  Blanc,  yet,  by 
starting  from  the  Riffelberg,  the  expe- 
dition up  and  down  again  may  be  ac- 
complished in  about  14  hrs.,  and  there 
is  no  necessity  for  sleeping  out  on  the 
mountain.  It  takes  from  7  to  8  hrs.' 
walk  over  snow  and  glacier,  passing 
Auf  der  Platte,  to  reach  the  base  of 
the  cone  forming  the  summit.  Here 
the  real  difficulty  begins.  It  is  a  very 
steep  rock,  its  hollows  filled  with  ice ; 
and,  though  only  500  ft.  high,  re- 
quires nearly  an  hour  to  ascend,  and 
as  much  to  descend.  The  most  diffi- 
cult part  of  all  is  that  which  leads  to 
the  very  highest  point.  The  best 
guides  snould  be  taken,  and  the  usual 
charge  is  50  fr.  a  guide. 

g.  Those  who  do  not  intend  crossing 
into  the  Val  d'Aosta  from  Zermatt 
by  the  St.  Thifedule  (Rte.  128)  will  be 
gratified  bv  ascending  to  the  highest 
point  of  the  fMiss.  The  scenery  is 
grand  in  the  highest  degree,  and  the 
excursion  neither  dangerous,  difficult, 
nor  very  fotigbing,  unless  the  snow 
be  very  soft.  It  is  possible  to  ride  as 
far  as  the  glacier  in  2  J  hrs.  flrom  Zer- 
matt ;  it  then  takes  2^  hrs.  fair  walk- 
ing to  reach  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
the  view  fW>m  which  is  indeed  magni- 
ficent. The  return  to  Zermatt  may 
be  made  in  8}  hrs. 

From  the  hut  on  the  col  the  Brett- 
horn  may  be  ascended  in  about  8  hrs., 
the  descent  will  take  about  2  hrs. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  nearly 
equal  to  that  from  Monte  Rosa. 

h.  Zermatt  to  the  Einfisch  Thai  (Rte. 
129).  There  are  2  glacier-Msses  from 
Zermatt  to  the  Einfisch  Thai,  both 
difficult,  and  fit  only  for  well-trained 
mountaineers.  The  more  direct  of 
the  two  is  the  Trift  Joch,  11,601  ft.  in 
height.  Very  dangerous  late  in  the 
season.  This  is  reached  by  ascending 
the  ravine  of  the  2W^,  which  opens 


close  to  the  village  of  Zermatt,  and 
then  traversing  the  Trift  Glacier^  close 
to  the  base  of  the  Trxfthom,  A  very 
steep  slope  of  ice  leads  up  to  the  pass, 
which  is  a  mere  gap  in  an  extremely 
sharp  ridge.  The  view  from  this 
point  in  both  directions  is  extremely 
striking,  and  well  worth  an  excursion 
from  Zermatt  The  descent  towards 
the  Zinal  Glacier  down  a  formidablj 
steep  precipice  of  rock  tries  the  steadi- 
ness of  both  travellers  and  guides. 
From  the  base  of  the  precipice  the 
descent  over  the  Zinal  Glacier  is  not 
difficult,  save  that  in  one  crevassed 
portion  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
take  to  the  rocks.  This  pass  might 
with  more  advantage  be  taken  from 
the  Zinal  side  than  from  Zermatt.  It 
is  a  day's  work  of  15  or  16  hrs.,  in- 
cluding the  ordinary  halts. 

A  longer,  but  for  the  most  part  less 
difficult,  pass  was  effected  by  Mr.  W. 
Mathews  in  1859,  and  by  Mr.  Tuckett 
in  1860,  by  the  Colde  la  Dent  Blanche^ 
at  the  extreme  S.  end  of  the  Zinal 
Glacier.  The  most  serious  difficulty 
arises  from  a  great  bergschnmd  running 
across  the  upper  part  of  the  Zinal 
Glacier.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
season  this  becomes  a  very  serious 
obstacle.  On  reaching  the  summit 
from  the  Zinal  side,  one  of  the  most 
striking  views  in  the  Alps  is  suddenly 
presented.  The  peak  of  the  Matter- 
horn  in  all  its  grandeur  is  seen  exactly 
opposite,  rising  to  the  height  of  very 
nearly  1 5,000  ft.,  while  the  spectator 
is  himself  upon  a  terrace  about 
11,400  ft  above  the  sea.  The  Zmutt 
Glacier,  filling  the  valley  between,  is 
reached  by  a  steep  descent,  for  the 
most  part  over  the  slopes  of  the  £bi- 
hom.  At  least  15  hrs.  should  be 
allowed  for  this  expedition. 

The  great  interest  of  the  la8^ 
mentioned  pass  arises  from  the  won* 
derful  view  of  the  Matterhom.  It  is 
possible  in  a  single  day  to  combine 
the  most  interesting  portions  of  both 
expeditions,  and  return  to  Zermatt  in 
the  evening.  For  this  purpose  the 
traveller  should  first  ascena  to  the 
top  of  the  Trift  Pass,  and  then,  re- 
turning to  the  foot  of  the  Trift 
Glacier,  ascend  the  shoulder  of  the 
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Gahelhom^  until  a  point  is  gained 
nearly  opposite  the  Matterhom,  the 
Tiew  of  which  can  scarcely  be  sur- 
passed by  that  from  the  Col  de  la 
bent  Blanche.  From  thence  it  is 
possible  to  descend  the  very  steep 
southern  slopes  of  the  Gabelhom, 
near  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Zmutt 
Glacier;  but  as  this  is  a  matter  of 
considerable  difficulty,  it  should  not 
be  attempted  unless  there  be  time  in 
case  of  failure  to  effect  a  retreat.  It 
may  be  practicable  to  effect  a  passage 
between  the  peaks  of  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Gabefhom,  and  so  reach  the 
foot  of  the  Zmutt  Glacier,  but  this 
has  probably  not  yet  been  attempted. 

t.  Less  difficult  than  the  last-men- 
tioned excursions  is  the  ascent  of  the 
Mettelhom  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Trift 
ravine.  The  ascent  is  best  made  by 
following  a  narrow  track,  at  first 
nearly  due  N.  from  Zermatt,  then 
mounting  by  zigzags  and  bearing  to 
the  1.  till  the  Tnft  glacier  comes  mto 
view.  From  thence  a  direct  ascent, 
partly  over  snow,  and  very  steep 
towards  the  top,  leads  to  the  summit, 
11,190  ft.,  4  hrs.  from  Zermatt.  The 
view  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent  of 
ice  scenes.  It  is  a  panorama  of  ice 
and  snow,  fkr  superior  to  that  from 
any  other  known  mountain,  e(|ually 
accessible.  The  gigantic  ice-cliffii  of 
the  Weisshom  are  full  in  face  to  the 
W.,  the  great  Alpine  range  is  on  the 
S.,  the  Baas  Grat  on  the  E.,  and  the 
Oberland  Mountains  grandly  close  the 
Zermatt  valley  to  the  N.  All  the 
mountains  seem  to  turn  their  most  pre- 
cipitous sides  to  the  observer  from  this 
remaritable  point.  The  climb  is  within 
the  powers  of  a  moderate  pedestrian 
who  has  a  good  guide. 

y.  The  passage  from  the  Valley  of 
Saas  to  Zermatt  has  been  effected  at 
3  different  points  in  the  ridge  of  the 
Saas  Grat  The  most  interesting,  bat 
also  the  highest  and  most  difficult  of 
these,  is  the  Adler  Pass,  discovered  in 
1848  by  M.  Imseng,  the  well-known 
and  much  •  respected  cttri  of  Saas. 
Starting  from  Zermatt  or  the  Riffel- 
berg,  the  track  lies  along  and  upon 
the  Findelen  Glacier,  tending  ultimately 
towards   the   extreme   N.E.  comer, 


where  it  abuts  on  the  ridge  connecting 
the  Rympfishhom  with  the  Strahl- 
hom.  The  upper  part  is  an  extremely 
steep  slope,  partly  ice  and  partly  rock, 
where  it  is  usually  necessary  to  cut 
steps  in  the  ice.  From  the  summit 
the  view  is  magnificent,  and  the  de- 
scent to  the  inn  at  the  Mattmark  See 
is  not  difficult.  If  too  macli  time  has 
not  been  consumed  on  the  way,  it  is 

Suite  possible  to  reach  the  summit  of 
le  Strahlhom,  which  rises  to  the  S.E. 
of  the  pass  to  a  height  of  13,750  ft. 
There  is  probably  no  one  of  the  hiffher 
peaks  of  the  Alps  so  well  situated  for 
a  ^noramic  view;  and  the  ascent, 
which  may  be  accomplished  in  an 
hour  from  the  summit  of  the  Adler 
Pass,  itself  12,461  ft.  in  height,  is 
strongly  recommended  to  adventurous 
alpine  travellers. 

The  second  pass,  the  Allalein  Pass, 
is  approached  from  the  village  of 
Tasch  by  the  Tasoh  Glacier,  It  does 
not  present  any  serious  difficulty  to 
practised  mountaineers.  The  descent 
on  the  E.  side  leads  to  the  inn  at  the 
Mattmark  See. 

A  more  direct  pass  from  Tasch  to 
Saas,  instead  of  crossing  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  Allaleinhom  to  the  Alla- 
lein Glacier,  passes  on  the  N.W.  side 
of  that  peak  to  the  upper  slopes  of  the 
F^e  Glacier.  This  pass  has  been 
lately  made  known  by  the  Rev.  L. 
Stephen.  The  ascent  of  the  Allalem- 
horn  (13,235  ft.),  first  accomplished 
in  1856  by  Mr.  Ames,  may  be  com- 
bined with  either  of  the  last-mentioned 
passes. 

k.  A  difficult  pass,  called  the  Schwarz 
Thor,  across  the  ridge  of  Monte  Rosa, 
between  the  BreUhom  and  the  western 
of  the  TScins  {Ztoillmge),  and  leading 
from  the  Riffelbers  to  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  Ayas,  is  described  in  *  Peaks, 
Passes,  and  Glaciers.'  Another,  still 
higher,  pass  over  the  same  ran^e,  be- 
tween the  Lyskamm  and  the  highest 
peaks  of  Monte  Rosa,  leading  direct  to 
Gressonay,  was  effected  in  1859.  The 
height  of  this  pass  probably  exceeds 
13,500  ft. 

L  The  pass  of  the  Col  cTErin  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  132.  The  summit  of 
the  pass,  and  the  T8ie  Blanche  which 
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rises  900  ft  above  it,  may  be  reached 
in  a  long  day's  excursion,  returning  to 
Zermatt  in  the  evening. 

The  foregoiDg  list  may  give  some 
notion  of  the  vast  variety  of  interest- 
ing expeditions  that  may  be  made 
from  Zermatt  or  the  Ri£felberg.  The 
ffreat  majorit]r  of  these  involve  a  good 
deal  of  exertion,  and  many  of  them 
are  fit  only  for  thoroaghly-trained 
mountaineers.  It  is,  however,  an 
error  to  suppose  that  those  who  have 
not  the  strengdi  or  activity  to  under- 
take difficult  excursions  may  not  find 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Zermatt,  and  the  hotel  on  the  Riffel- 
berg,  a  vast  variety  of  new  combina- 
tions, including  some  of  the  grandest 
and  most  striking  natural  objects  in 
the  world.  To  such  persons  the  chief 
obstacle  is  the  distance  to  be  travelled 
between  Visp  and  Zermatt ;  but,  dnce 
tolerably  good  accommodation  is  pro- 
vided at  St.  Nicholas,  the  journey  has 
been  put  within  the  reach  even  of 
delicate  ladies. 


ROUTE  128. 

ZERMATT  TO  CH ATILLOK,  BT  THE  OOL  I>B 
ST.  THEODULE  AND  VAL  TOURNANCHK  ; 
OR  TO  QRESSONAT,  BT  THE  CIUKS 
BLAM0HE8. 

This  is  the  easiest  of  the  high  glacier 
passes  of  the  Alps,  and  on  that  account 
the  most  frequented.  When  the  snow 
is  very  firm  mules  are  sometimes  taken 
across,  and  so  long  as  the  right  di- 
rection is  followed  on  the  glacier 
there  is  no  risk  of  any  kind.  No  one 
should,  however,  attempt  to  pass  it 
alone.  In  the  very  common  case  of 
clouds  resting  on  the  summit,  it  is 
very  easy  to  miss  the  way,  and  fatal 
accidents  have  occurred  from  the 
neglect  of  the  rope,  which  on  this,  as 
on  every  glacier  pass  where  the  ice  is 
coated  with  snow,  ought  to  be  used, 
at  least  during  bad  weather  and 
when  the  clouds  lie  low,  not  from  any 
immediate  apprehension  of  danger,  but 
because  it  is  the  proper  way  of  avert- 
ing the  possibility  of  it.  The  time 
requisite  varies  according  to  the  state 
of  the  snow.  An  ordinary  pedestrian 
may  reach  the  summit  in  4^  hrs.  from 
Zermatt,  Breuil  in  2^  hrs.  more,  Val 
Tournanche  in  2  hrs.,  and  Ch&tillon 
in  3^  hrs.  from  Val  Tournanche.  An 
active  pedestrian  may  reduce  the  time 
from  12^  to  about  10^  hrs.  extlusive 
of  halts. 

310  travellers,  many  of  them  ladies, 
crossed  in  1859.  The  usual  plan  for 
ladies  is  to  take  a  mule  from  Zermatt 
for  2  hrs.  (10  fr.),  or  8  hrs.  (15  ft-.}, 
which  last  brings  them  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacier.  Mules  can  sometimes  be 
taken  across,  but  it  is  usual  and  better 
to  walk  over  the  ghicier.  1^  hr.  up  to 
the  Col,  and  li  hr.  down  to  the  foot  of 
the  Fonrneaux,  1^  hr.  short  of  Breuil, 
where  mules  can  often  be  found  in  the 
season;  or,  if  thought  necessaiy,  a 
ffuide  may  be  sent  on  to  order  a  mule 
rrom  Breuil  (6  fr.).  The  guides  charge 
15  fr.  to  Breuil  or  Val  Tournanche, 
20  fr.  to  ChAtillon,  and  expect  1  or 
2  fr.  bonuemain. 
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By  starting  from  the  Riffelberg 
the  asoent  is  shortened  by  half  an 
hour,  and  this  way  is  much  the  more 
interesting  to  pedestrians,  because  it 
leads  right  across  the  broad  fields  of 
the  Gomer  Glacier  at  a  level  where 
the  ice  has  no  concealed  dangers, 
bat  mules  can  never  be  used.  In 
crossing  from  the  Italian  side,  the 
ascent  to  the  Riffelberg  will  take 
rather  more  time  than  the  descent 
to  Zermatt.  The  path  on  leaving 
Zermatt  takes  the  1.  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  in  about  15  min.  crosses 
the  torrent  from  the  Zmutt  glacier; 
it  then  winds  amongst  meadows 
and  ch&lets  towards  the  W.  side  of 
the  Gomer  glacier,  and  in  45  min. 
from  Zermatt  begins  to  ascend  the 
woods  and  pastures  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  Gomer  Glacier.  The  torrent  from 
the  Fur^ge  glacier,  descending  in  a 
deep  rift,  is  crossed,  and  after  this  the 
path  becomes  very  steep.  2  hours 
from  Zermatt  the  pastures  are  left, 
and  the  course  becomes  bad  for  mules, 
lying  over  rocks  and  loose  schist,  with 
no  definite  path,  till  in  1  hr.  the  glacier 
is  reached.  The  glacier  is  steep  but 
singularly  smooth  and  free  from 
crevasses.  After  about  ^  hr.  of  glacier 
the  rocks  are  taken  for  15  min.,  and 
then  an  ascent  of  }  hr.  again  over  the 
glacier  leads  to  the  Col.  Here  care 
is  essentiaL  There  are  always  a  few 
crevasses  covered  over,  and  highly 
dangerous  to  a  straggler  whenever 
snow  has  fallen  freshly. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  cf  St. 
ITtdodule  is  10,899  Eng.  ft.  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  The  scene  imme- 
diately  around  is  one  continuous 
ice-field.  Then,  the  eye  wanders  over 
a  vast  intervening  country  to  the 
Bernese  Alps,  sweeps  round  by  the 
Breithora  and  Monte  Rosa,  looks  down 
upon  a  thousand  peaks  towards  Pied- 
mont, and  rests  upon  that  wonder  of 
the  Alps,  the  Gervin  or  Matterhom, 
in  immediate  proximity. 

On  the  actual  crest  of  the  Col  there 
b  some  bare  rock,  and  a  little  space 
so  exposed  that  the  snow  cannot  rest 
upon  it.  Here  Saussure  remained  3 
days,  with  his  son  and  attendants, 
engaged  in  experiments  at  this  ele- 


vation. Traces  of  the  rude  cabins 
in  which  they  sheltered  still  exist,  and 
also  of  a  redoubt  thrown  up  3  cen- 
turies ago  by  the  Valaisaus,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Fort  St.  Theo- 
dule:  displayed  to  mark  the  Swiss 
frontier  along  the  crest  of  the  Alps. 

A  hut  was  erected  on  this  Col  in 
1854,  where  bread,  cheese,  and  hot 
wine  may  be  obtained  during  the 
summer.  This  is  the  highest  habita- 
tion in  Europe.  A  larger  structure 
was  commenced,  but  was  blown  down 
while  still  incomplete. 

From  the  summit  the  descent  to- 
wards the  Val  d'Aosta  lies  over  the 
§  lacier  for  40  min. ;  then  a  steeep 
escent  down  rocks  and  loose  rubbish 
called  the  Fourneaux  for  45  min.  At 
the  foot  of  this,  or  even  at  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  mules  left  by  travellers  on 
the  ascent  may  often  be  found  waiting 
during  the  season.  •  1  ^  hr.  over  pas- 
tures then  brings  you  to  the  very 
comfortable  Ifui  at  Breuil,  formerly 
called  Jumont  or  Giomen,  situated  on 
an  eminence  overlooking  the  little 
plain  of  Breuil,  and  in  the  midst  of 
very  grand  scenery,  being  surrounded 
on  3  sides  by  the  most  tremendous 
precipices,  by  snowy  peaks  and  hnge 
glaciers  ;  over-head  towers  Mont  Cei^ 
vin,  to  the  £.  the  Breithom,  and  on  the 
S.  are  seen  the  singular  rocks  called 
C/tAteau  des  Dames.  From  Breuil  the 
ascent  of  the  Breithora  may  be  made 
more  conveniently  than  from  Zermatt, 
as  well  as  many  other  excursions 
amount  the  rocks  and  glaciers.  Mules 
and  side-saddles  are  to  be  found  at 
Breuil.  There  is  no  occasion  for  a 
guide  below  Breuil.  Descending  to 
the  little  plain  and  following  the  1. 
bank  of  the  stream,  an  extraordinary 
scene  of  devastation  and  desolation 
is  crossed,  then  another  little  plain 
followed  b^  another  waste,  and  then 
another  plam  with  the  ch&letsof  Aouet. 
The  path  then  enters  a  ravine  and 
follows  a  narrow  ledge  amongst  mag- 
nificent scenery  to  the  little  chapel  of 
N.  D.  de  la  Garde  (1  hr.  15  min.  from 
Breuil);  near  this  the  torrent  below 
miJLes  1  or  2  fine  waterfi&lls,  and  the 
view  looking  back  on  Mont  Cervin  is 
very  fine.    A  short  and  steep  descent 
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follows,  and  then  the  torrent  is  crossed 
to  the  rt.  hank.  30  min.  fiirther  the 
path  again  crosses  to  the  1.  hank,  and 
a  short  ascent  leads  to 

Vol  Toumanche  (Zmi:  H.  da  Monte 
Rose,  homely  hut  clean  and  cheap),  a 
village  finely  situated  on  an  eminence 
commanding  a  magnificent  view  down 
the  valley,  terminating  with  the  snowy 
mass  of  the  Grand  Pwxidis, 

A  steep  set  of  zigzags  leads  down  to 
the  bridge,  which  takes  the  path  to  the 
rt.  bank. 

The  whole  of  the  scenery  below 
Val  Toumanche  is  most  magnificent. 
The  valley  is  green  and  usually 
shaded  with  noble  chestnuts  and 
walnut  trees ;  below  foams  the  torrent, 
above  on  each  side  are  tremendous 
rocks  and  precipices,  and  the  Mont 
Oervin  is  frequently  in  view.  About 
an  hour  below  Val  Toumanche  some 
extraordinary  remains  of  a  Soman 
Aqtieduct  may  be  seen  high  up  on  the 
face  of  the  rock,  on  the  rt.,  and  they  are 
continued  at  intervals  for  several  miles. 
The  finest  portion  consists  of  several 
arches  very  perfect,  in  front  of  a  nearly 
perpendicular  cliff  several  hundred 
feet  aboTe  the  valley,  nearly  opposite 
the  village  of  Antey,  hanging  like  a 
picture  against  the  rock.  The  road 
continues  on  the  rt.  bank  for  nearly 
2  hrs.,  then  crosses  for  about  10  min., 
and  returns  to  the  rt.  bank  for  the 
rest  of  the  way  to  OhAtillon.  The 
mule-track  for  the  last  2  m.  rises 
high  aboYC  the  stream,  but  pedestrians 
can  find  paths  close  to  the  stream  and 
through  green  and  shady  meadows  till 
close  to  Cb&tillon.  This  part  of  the 
Talley  is  fearfully  hot  in  summer,  and 
should  be  passed  early  in  the  morning 
or  late  in  the  evening. 

ChdtUhn.  (See  Rte.  134.) 

Route  Retsersed, — ^Guides,  horses,  and 
side-saddles  will  be  found  at  Ch&tillon, 
at  Val  Toumanche,  and  at  Breuil :  the 
guides  ask  20  fr.  to  Zermatt,  with  1 
or  2  fir.  bonnemain.  No  guide  is 
wanted  up*  to  Breuil;  beyond  that 
place  no  one  should  attempt  the 
Col  without  one.  Antoine  Pession 
of  Val  Toumanche  is  a  good  guide. 
Mule  from  Ch&aUon  to  Breuil  10  fr.. 


Breuil  to  the  glacier  5  or  6  fr.  A 
short  distance  outside  Ch&tillon  a  foot- 
path to  the  rt  goes  along  the  stream 
through  shaded  meadows  and  joins  the 
mule-path  about  2  m.  farther  on.  It 
takes  4  hrs.  moderate  walking  to  reach 
Val  Toumanche,  and  about  2^  hrs.  to 
go  from  thence  to  Breuil.  3  hrs. 
are  quite  sufficient  for  the  ascent  to 
the  Col,  unless  there  be  much  fresh 
snow ;  and  3A  hrs.  or  less  will  take 
the  traveller  from  the  summit  to  Zer* 
matt  or  to  the  Riffelberg. 

To  reach  the  valley  of  Ayas  frx>m 
Zermatt  by  the  Col  de  St.  Thebdule 
involves  a  much  longer  passage  over 
fflacier  than  in  the  ordinary  route  to 
val  Toumanche,  but  presente  no 
difficulty  unless  afrer  fresh  snow^ 
when  it  may  be  very  fatiguing. 

A  little  below  the  Col  of  St.  Th^ 
dule,  on  the  Italian  side,  the  course 
turns  off  to  the  1.  and  descends  over 
a  plateau  of  snow  to  the  chain  of  the 
Ctmes  Blanches  (l^  hr.),  whence 
traversing  the  Aventina  Glacier  the 
chftletsof  Aventina(l^hr.)are  reached, 
and  in  2  hrs.  more  St.  Giacomo 
d'Ayas.  The  Val  d'Ayas  may  be  de- 
scended to  Brussone  (Rte.  125),  or 
the  Betta  Furca  may  be  crossed  to 
Gressonay.  The  accommodation  at 
Arentina  or  at  St.  Giacomo  is  but  of 
the  poorest  kind,  but  it  is  necessary 
to  sleep  at  either  place  unless  the 
traveller  is  able  to  push  on  to  Gresso- 
nay, a  very  long  dat^s  walk. 
.  [There  is  a  pass,  called  the  Ool  de 
Portola,  from  Antey  in  the  Val  Tour- 
nanche  to  Brussone  in  the  Val  Chal- 
lant,  respectinff  which  the  Editor  hat 
reeeiyed  no  information.] 
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ROUTE  129. 

ST.  NICHOLAS  TO  EVOLENA,  BY  THE 
TURTMAN  THAL  AND  THE  BINFISCH 
THAL. 

This  district  was  until  lately  seldom 
visited.  Now  that  inns  have  been 
bnilt  at  Gruben  (Zmeiden)  in  the  Tart- 
man  Thai ;  at  St,  Luc^  and  also  at 
Zinal,  in  the  Eiufisch  Thai  (Val  d'An- 
nivers) ;  and  at  *Etolena^  in  the  Val 
d'Herens  (d*Erin,  or  Eringer  Thai)  ; 
the  valleys  of  Tartman,  Einfisch,  and 
Erin  will  probably  be  as  much  visited 
as  any  part  of  the  Alps,  the  scenery 
being  unsurpassed. 

A  steep  bridle-path  along  the  nearly 
precipitous  rocks  that  rise  on  the  W. 
side  of  the  village  of  St.  Niklaus 
leads  to  the  chalets  and  chaj^l  of 
JutiQf  commanding  a  very  fine  view  of 
the  Saas  Grat  and  Monte  Rosa.  Hence 
the  old  footway  diverged  over  the 
Jung  Joch.  The  present  bridle-path 
over  a  diflferent  wu  is  in  every  way 
preferable.  1  hr.  farther  the  crest  of 
the  valley  is  reached.  Here  a  pile  of 
stones  (or  *'  stein-mann  '*)  marks  a 
magnificent  view-point,  including  the 
Saas  Grat,  Aletsch  Glacier,  Weisshom, 
and  Monte  Ro^a.  From  thence  the  wild 
and  rather  dreary  glen  of  the  Aus- 
borthal  leads  to  the  summit  (?  8000  ft.) 
of  the  ridge,  which,  desoendii^  from 
the  Weisshom,  separates  the  valley 
of  S.  Niklaus  from  the  Turtman  Thai. 
[The  Zeynien  (or  Dreizehnten)  Hom 
(10,521  ft.)  may  be  hence  ascended 
rt.  in  1  hr.  by  a  rough  footpath  prac^ 
ticable  for  ladies.  It  is  a  first-class 
view.  The  panorama  is  unbroken, 
except  where  the  neighbouring  Weiss- 
hom shuts  out  the  Matterhom :  the 
Aletsoh  Glacier  is  seen  from  top  to 


bottom.  The  Oberland  is  fully  de- 
fined from  the  Diablerets  to  the 
Oldenhom.  There  is  some  confusion 
of  names  between  this  mountain  and 
the  Lower  Schwarzhorn  (9598  ft.). 
The  Zeyntenhom  lies  E.  of  Gruben 
(by  compass);  the  Schwarzhorn  is 
N.EJ  A  long  descent  down  a  dreary 
valley  leads  to  the  ch&lets  of  the 
Gruben  Alp.  Here  the  pathway  be- 
comes good.  Thence  to  Oruben  (by 
the  hamlet  of  Meiden  or  Zmeiden). 
Inn  good,  but  small,  charmingly 
placed  in  a  green  meadow  on  the- 
banks  of  the  stream,  with  rocky  knolls 
cropping  out  of  the  turf.  Guides  and 
mules.  Gruben  is  6  hrs.  from  St. 
Niklaus.  [The  Brunnetjghot'n,  one  of 
the  peaks  of  the  Weisshom  impending 
over  St  Niklaus,  was  ascended  in 
1853  by  M.  Tanti^oni,  the  cur^  of 
that  village,  with  his  curate.] 

The  Tttriman  Thai  is  a  wild  valley 
about  15  m.  in  length,  from  the  point 
where  its  stream  falls  into  the  Rhone 
at  Tourtemagne  (/nn  .•♦Poste)  (Rte. 
59),  to  the  great  glacier  on  the  N. 
side  of  the  Weisshom,  whence  it 
takes  its  rise.  Though,  in  addition 
to  numerous  chlLl^ts  which  are  perched 
by  the  upper  pastures  above  the  valley, 
it  contains  several  hamlets,  these  con- 
sist exclusively  of  mayena,  which  are 
inhabited  for  a  few  weeks  only  in  the 
spring  and  autumn.  A  iSiagnificent 
forest  formerly  occupied  the  lower 
part  of  the  valley.  It  has  lately  fallen 
to  the  axe,  and  its  remains  are  un- 
sightly. The  timber  is  partly  floated, 
and  partly  taken  by  slides,  down  to 
Turtman,  where  it  is  sawn.  The 
summer  inhabitants  of  the  Turtman 
Thai  come  from  the  German  portion 
of  the  Valais ;  those  of  the  Kinfisch 
Thai  and  Eringer  Thai  are  French- 
speaking  jpeo^le  of  Latin  origin,  and 
are  superior  m  point  of  appearance. 
These  three  valleys  are  free  from 
cretinism. 

Grid>€n  to  Turtman  fTourtemagne), 
on  the  Simplon  Roaa  (/n»;  Poste) 
(Rte.  59),  is  a  bridle-path  of  3)  hrs. 
After  5^  m.  it  passes  the  hamlet  of 
VoUensteg,  and  there  crosses  the  river. 
Thence  7^  m.  to  Turtman.    The  r(»a4 
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does  not  pass  in  sight  of  the  beautiful 
"waterfall  close  behind  that  village. 

TnHman  Glacier,  The  valley  may 
easily  l)e  ascended  to  its  head,  3^  m. 
from  Gruben,  and  a  visit  made  to  this 
magnificent  glacier.  Mules  can  be 
taken  past  Zerbitzen,  more  than  half 
way. 


From  the  Turtman  Thai  to  tJie  Einfsch 
Thai  by  the  Meiden  Pass. 

There  are  two  bridle-passes  from 
the  head  of  the  Turtman  Thai  into 
the  Einfisch  Thai,  called  respectively 
the  Meiden  and  the  Fas  de  Bosuf,  The 
former  is  the  easier  (only  5  hrs.)  ;  but 
the  latter  (7  hrs.)  has  the  advantage 
of  permitting  the  ascent  of  the  Bella 
Tola  by  the  way.  A  foot-path  more 
southerly  than  either  of  these  is  the 
Pas  de  la  Forcletta  leadiug  to  Ayer. 
By  this  route  an  active  pedestrian 
might  probably  reach  Zinal  in  one 
long  day  from  St  Niklaos. 

Meiden  Pass.  Crossing  the  stream 
which  descends  from  the  great  glacier 
of  Turtman,  now  fall  in  sight,  an  ill-» 
defined  path  ascends  the  steep  side  of 
the  valley  opposite  to  Meiden.  Keep- 
ing to  the  1.  towards  the  upper  part, 
It  leads  to  a  number  of  very  poor 
ch&lets  perched  on  the  brow  of  the 
mountain,  overlooking  the  Turtman 
valley,  and  commanding  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  Weisshorn,  with  its  at- 
tendant glaciers.  From  this  point  to 
the  top  of  the  pass,  which  lies  imme- 
diately to  the  rt.  of  some  steep  pin- 
nacles of  quartz  rock,  there  is  no  well- 
defined  track ;  the  upper  part  of  the 
way  is  very  steep.  The  scene  which 
presents  itself  on  the  south  side  of  the 
path  descending  towards  Luc  is  very 
wild  and  strikmg,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  gigantic  rum,  caused 
b^  the  falling  down  of  some  of  the 
pinnacles  of  quartz  rock  which  form 
the  main  ridge.  At  length  a  point  is 
attained  which  overlooks  the  Einfisch 
Thai,  or  VcU  d' Anniviers^  one  of  the 
least  known,  most  interesting,  and 
most  beautiful  valleys  in  the  Alps. 
From  this  point  there  is  a  good  path 
to  the  village  of 


St.  Lvc  (/»n;  H.  de  la  Bella  Tola, 
good,  civil  landlord,  who  is  also  an 
experienced  guide),  which  is  perched 
upon  the  steep  E.  slope  of  the  valley, 
about  2000  ft.,  or  li  hr.,  above  Vis- 
soye.  From  the  village,  which  has 
been  twice  burned  down  within  the 
last  18  years,  there  is  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  head  of  the  valley,  with 
the  (here)  chisel-shaped  head  of  the 
Matterhorn,  locally  called  Grande 
Ouronne,  towering  over  the  Colde 
la  Dent  Blanche  (Rte.  127  A).  The 
Pas  de  Bceuf  is  somewhat  more  north- 
erly. }  hr.  past  the  Col  is  a  path 
that  leads  up  to  the  *BeUa  Tola,  or 
Borterhom  J(9744  ft.)  (here  again  is 
some  confusion  of  names),  a  com- 
numding  point  N.E.  of  St.  Luc,  whose 
summit  is  reached  from  thence  in  4i^ 
hrs.  The  final  ascent  is  easy,  and 
occupies  1  hr.  on  foot.  The  view  is 
magnificent,  and  200  peaks  of  moun- 
tains are  visible.  Returning  to  the 
pathway  of  the  Pas  de  Bouf,  the 
descent  to  St.  Luo  is  easy. 

The  easiest  way  of  entering  the 
Einfisch  Thai  is  from  Sierre  in  the 
Valais  (Rte.  69).  An  Inn  was  built, 
1863,  at  Glarey,  close  by  Sierre,  for 
the  benefit  of  explorers.  The  lower 
part  of  the  valley  is  a  narrow  defile 
abounding  in  striking  points  of  view. 
The  old  mule-path  was  exceedingly 
rough  and  circuitous,  as  the  streams 
firom  the  mountains  above  had  cut 
deep  and  narrow  lateral  ravines  with 
projecting  promontories  of  rock,  round 
which  the  path  was  carried.  A  new 
road  has  been  in  course  of  construction 
for  some  years,  and  is  decidedly 
easier,  though  perhaps  less  pictur- 
esque. Three  tunnels  have  been  bored 
through  the  projecting  rocks.  By 
this  way  Yissoye  may  be  reached  in 
3  hrs.  fh>m  Siders. 

pliere  is  another  bridle-path  of 
much  beauty  into  the  Einfisch  Thai, 
from  Susten^  on  the  Simplon  Road, 
leading  in  5  or  6  hrs.  \yy  the  lU-'see 
and  Chaudolin  to  St  Luc  The  Ill- 
see  is  7710  ft ;  the  col  some  hundred 
feet  higher.  By  making  }  hr.  detour, 
a  crest  overlooking  the  precipice  N.  of 
the  lllhom  may  be  visited.  It  is  locally 
called  the  *Eboukment  (or  lUgraben). 


FiecP'  ^  Savoy,    koute  129. — ^vissoye.    cremenz. 
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Here  the  whole  side  of  a  mountain 
seems  to  have  given  way,  and  fallen 
as  a  vast  ruin  into  the  valley,  leaving 
a  yawning  gulf  surrounded  by  crum- 
bling and  treacherous  crags.  The 
Illhom  (8937  ft.)  may  be  ascended ; 
bat  the  view  is  not  equal  to  that  from 
either  the  Bella  Tola  or  the  Zeynten- 
hom.  The  descent  to  Susten  is  very 
fine,  pacing  through  a  dense  forest 
of  old  pines,  with  peeps  to  the  1.  into 
the  Ulgraben.  After  this  are  pastures 
and  ch&lets,  and  then  a  second  pine 
wood.] 

A  Scandinavian  origin  has  been 
attributed  to  the  population  of  this 
valley,  but  at  present  they  speak  a 
French  patois^  nearly  identical  with 
that  spoken  in  the  neighbouring  Val 
d'Erin,  and  differing  but  little  from 
that  of  the  Val  d'Aosta.  They  are 
more  simple  and  also  more  courteous 
to  strangers  than  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts which  are  frequently  visited  by 
tourists.  Exposed  but  rarely  to  the 
contact  of  their  fellow  countrymen, 
their  lives  are  passed  between  hard 
labour  and  the  offices  of  religion,  in 
both  of  which  they  are  most  diligent. 

There  are  several  populous  villages 
in  the  valley,  of  which  the  chief  is 
Visaoye^  but  there  is  no  inn.  There  is 
a  curious  old  castle,  with  its  dungeon. 
[From  a  point  called  Bee  de  Bossons 
(11,000  ft.),  between  Yissoye  and  the 
Val  d'Erin,  there  is  a  magnificent  view 
extending  from  the  Grand  Combin 
to  the  Cervin  and  the  Bernese  Alps.] 
2  m.  above  Vissoye,  and  1  m.  below 
the  hamlet  of  Cremenz,  the  valley 
divides  into  two  branches,  of  which 
the  western,  leading  to  the  passes  into 
the  Val  d'Erin,  is  called  the  Val  de 
Torrentj  while  the  eastern  branch 
contains  the  stream  descending  from 
the  great  glacier  of  Zinal,  and  no  one 
who  is  favoured  by  fine  weather  should 
omit  to  go  as  far  as  the  very  tolerable 
little  Inn  at  ZincU  (rough  accommo- 
dation, good  wine,  civil  people),  the 
last  hamlet  in  this  branch  of  the 
valley,  2}  hrs.  from  Vissoye,  passing 
Ayer,  near  which  cobalt  and  nick^ 
are  found.  From  it  is  an  easy  ex- 
cursion to  the  ch&lets  of  Arpitetta, 
which  command  a  magnificent  view. 


Seen  from  this  point,  the  W.  side  of 
the  Weisshorn  may  rank  with  the  E. 
side  of  Monte  Kosa  and  the  S.  side  of 
Mont  Blanc,  among  the  grandest  scenes 
in  the  Alps.  Zinal  is  the  best  starting- 
point  for  the  two  glacier  passes  leading 
to  Zermatt  described  in  Kte.  127  A.  A 
good  guide  named  Viennin  lives  there. 
Travellers  from  Zinal  to  Evolena  may 
ride  to  the  ch&lets  near  the  foot  of  the 
Glacier  de  Torrent  in  4^  hrs.  by  the 
Col  de  Sorrebois  ^9259  ft.),  commanding 
a  magnificent  view.  Thence  Evolena 
may  be  reached  by  the  Col  de  Tor- 
rent in  5^  hrs.  more. 

In  crossing  the  Col  de  Sorr^xns  from 
Zinal,  sharp  and  steep  zigzags  lead  up 
the  face  of  the  cliff  to  the  only  prac- 
ticable place.  Thence  the  path  winds 
1.  along  its  brow  to  extensive  chalets  ; 
a  small  lake  is  skirted,  and  rough  up- 
land pastures  are  crossed.  The  Col 
lies  1.  of  the  Come  de  Sorrebois.  The 
view  comprises  the  Weisshorn,  stand- 
ing without  a  rival.  The  descent  is 
steep,  bat  the  path  is  being  improved 
year  by  year.  The  glacier  stream  in 
the  Val  de  Torrent  is  crossed  by  a 
bridge,  and  the  massive  Glacier  d6 
Moiry,  which  feeds  it,  fills  the  head  of 
the  valley.  Hence  Cremenz  in  4  m., 
and  thence  St.  Luc  may  be  reached 
by  turning  down  the  valley  to  the  rt., 
or  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  may 
be  climbed  to  the  Col  de  Torrent. 

It  is  2^  hrs.  to  Cremenz,  thence 
1^  up  the  Torrent  valley  to  the 
bridge,  where  the  route  over  the  Col 
de  Sorrebois  falls  in.  Then  ascend  bv 
the  side  of  a  mountain  stream,  with 
grand  view  of  the  Moiry  glacier ;  a 
small  lake  is  left  on  the  1.  in  wild 
rock-strewn  scenery.  The  Col  de 
Torrent  (9590  ft)  is  marked  by  a 
cross.  Here  is  an  extensive  view  of 
the  vast  snow-fields  to  the  8.,  and  of  a 
range  of  snow-mts.  from  the  AroUa 
to  the  Velan.  [The  Snssfmiere  may 
be  easily  ascended.]  This  was  the 
scene  of  a  foul  murder  on  July  23, 
1863.  Herr  Qaesnel,  an  Hanoverian 
lawyer  of  eminence,  was  the  victim. 
The  assassin  was  a  well-known  rnauipais 
sujet^  a  Swif>s  Valaisian,  who  bad  once 
served  in  the  Neapolitan  army,  and, 
having  latterly  escaped  from  an  im- 
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prisonment  for  forgery,  had  taken  to 
the  hills  to  avoid  capture.  Here  he 
-was  commuQicated  with  hy  his  brother. 
Hearing  that  Herr  Quesoel  was  about 
to  cross  the  pass  with  a  single  guide, 
he  built  a  screen  of  stones  by  the. side 
of  the  cross,  and  awaited  them  gun 
in  hand.  As  the  travellers  mounted 
the  zigzags  the  guide  caught  sight  of 
the  screen.  He  picked  up  a  bullet 
and  a  powder-flask  that  had  been 
dropped,  and  expressed  some  dis- 
quietude. However,  they  continued 
to  climb  to  within  20  paces  of  the 
top,  when  the  assassin  began  to  fire. 
The  guide  fell  severely  wounded  at 
once.  Herr  Quesnel,  also  wounded, 
turned  and  ran  down  hill,  but  was 
pursued  and  overtaken  by  the  mur- 
derer, who  shot  him  dead  at  the  third 
bend  of  the  road  (counting  on  the 
left).  The  murderer  then  remounted  to 
tlie  wounded  guide,  to  despatch  him, 
but  was  turned  from  his  purpose  by 
the  man's  entreaties.  He  even  bound 
up  his  wounds^  and  helped  him  over 
the  col,  where  he  left  him.  Here 
some  shepherds  found  him  in  a 
miserable  state,  and  took  him  to  Cre- 
menz.  The  murderer  was  ultimately 
captured ;  but  while  being  transferred 
to  Berne,  in  charge  of  3  old  gen- 
darmes, by  way  of  the  Simmenthal,  he 
made  a  sudden  dash  across  the  Sim- 
men,  a  little  below  Erlenbach,  and 
wholly  escaped.  The  murderer  and 
his  brother  were  the  only  persons 
found  implicated  in  the  crime.  The 
gendarmes  were  imprisoned  for  their 
carelessness. 

St.  Luc  to  Evolena, 

The  main  stream  is  crossed  im- 
mediately below  Yissoye,  and  the 
track  is  well  marked  for  some  distance 
beyond  the  hamlet  of  Cremenz,  when 
it  becomes  less  distinct,  being  merged 
in  cattle-tracks.  There  are  three 
passes  from  the  Val  de  Torrent  into 
the  Val  d*£rin,  all  of  about  the  same 

eight. 

(1)  The  Pas  de  Torrent,  8  hrs.  disUnt 
from  St.  Luc.  It  is  easily  passable  by 
travellers  on  horseback. 

(2)  jPas  de  Zona  (10  hrs.).    Cremenz 


is  reached  in  2  hrs,  ftom  St.  Luc;  thence 
4  hrs.  to  the  Col  de  Lona  (8930  ft.), 
between  the  Sassani^re  (10,690  ft) 
and  the  Bee  de  Bossons  (10,370  ft.). 
The  view  firom  either  is  magnificent ; 
the  former  is  more  easily  climbed 
from  the  side  of  the  Col  de  Torrent, 
2i  hrs.  down  from  the  Col  to  Eisen^ 
and  thence  1^  up  the  vidley  to  Evo- 
lena (or  3  hiB.  down  the  valley  to 
Sion). 

(3)  In  fine  weather  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  choose  that  nearest  to  the 
Glacier  de  Torrent,  called  Col  de 
Breona,  on  account  of  the  views  to  the 
southward  and  westward,  which  must 
be  magnificent.  This  course  would 
increase  the  length  of  the  day*t  walk 
by  about  2  hrs. 

A  very  good  Inn  has  now  been 
opened  at  Evolena,  a  spot  which,  from 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  neigh- 
bouring scenery,  will  not  fail  to  attract 
many  tourists  (see  Rte.  131).  About 
3  hrs.  from  Evolena  are  some  re^ 
markable  pinnacles  of  gravel  from  50 
to  200  ft.  in  height,  each  of  them 
capped  with  a  covering  of  turf. 


jpiecf*  ^  Savoy,         route  131. — aosta  to  evolena. 
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ROUTE  131. 


aosta  to  evolena  and  sion,  by  the 
valpellina  and  col  de  collon. 

An  extremely  interestiiig  expedi- 
tion over  a  high  and  difficnlt  pass. 
The  natives  of  Valpellina  are  shy  and 
inhospitable,  refusing  to  strangers  not 
only  the  shelter  of  their  houses,  but 
even  food  and  refreshment.  The  cure 
of  Biona  should  be  sought  for  by  any 
one  seeking  shelter  in  the  middle  por- 
tion of  the  valley.  Valpellina  in  tJie 
upper  part  is  very  grand. 

The  way  follows  the  St  Bernard 
(Kte.  135)  for  a  short  distance;  then 
turning  downwards,  crosses  the  St. 
Bemy  branch  of  the  river  Buttier, 
near  its  junction  with  the  Valpelline 
branch,  a  very  beautiful  spot,  and  pro- 
ceeds through  rich  fields  to  the  village 
of  Valpeilinc,  2^  hours.  Here  the  vfd- 
ley  narrows,  and  the  ascent  becomes 
rapid.  Passing  the  village  of  Oyace, 
picturesquely  situated  on  a  high  bar- 
rier of  rock  which  crosses  the  valley 
(1  hour  40  minutes),  vou  reach  in 
another  hour  Biona,  and  in  2^  hours 
more  the  chalets  of  Prerayen:  total 
from  Aosta,  7}  hours  of  rapid  ascent. 
Cultivation  extends  hi^h  up  the  val- 
ley, which  lies  exposed  to  the  after- 
noon sun,  and  is  very  hot  There  is 
a  good  horse-road  to  Preraven,  where 
the  chalets  afford  somnwhat  better 
quarters  than  most  of  those  in  Pied- 
mont. There  is  no  inn  anywhere  in 
the  Valpelline,  but  the  cure  of  Biona 
will  receive  traveUers.  Be  cautious 
about  engaging  guides  in  this  valley. 

The  head  of  the  valley  is  bounded 
by  a  very  grand  chain  of  snowy 
mountains,  branching  from  the  main 
chain    at    the    Dent     d'Erin,    and 


separating  the  Valpelline  and  Val 
Tournanohe.  [From  a  little  below 
Prerayen  there  is  a  pass  leading  to 
Val  Toumanche  (Rte.  128)  in  about 
6  hrs.  The  ascent  is  very  steep  but 
not  dangerous,  and  the  views  very  fine. 
Another  pass  more  to  the  N.  is  said 
to  lead  to  Breuil.  From  Biona  there  is 
a  high  glacier  pass,  the  Col  de  Crete 
Siohe^  l^iding  to  the  Val  de  Bagnes. 
On  the  S.  side  of  the  valley  from  l^low 
Prerayen  there  is  also  a  pass  leading 
by  the  Val  St.  Bartelemi  to  the  V^ 
d* Aosta,  between  Aosta  and  Ch&tillon. 
See  Rte.  134.] 

In  ascending  to  the  Col  de  Collon, 
the  way  lies  up  a  steep  lateral  valley, 
which  joins  the  main  stream  a  little 
below  Prerayen.  It  is  nearly  an 
hour's  walk  to  the  foot  of  the  gpreat 
moraina  The  glacier  has  retreated 
from  it  a  good  half-mile  during  the 
last  thirty  years;  on  the  side  of  jGvo- 
lena,  on  the  contrary,  the  ice  has 
not  diminished.  There  are  two  prac- 
ticable routes  to  the  upper  plateau 
of  the  glacier;  one  over  rocks,  which 
Professor  Forbes  took  in  1842,  usually 
the  preferable  course,  the  other  follow- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  valley  to  the 
foot  of  the  glacier,  which  is  to  be 
mounted  by  climbing  steep  slopes  of 
frozen  snow,  not  without  difficulty. 
These  being  surmounted,  a  broad  plain 
and  two  or  three  long  slopes  lead  to 
the  CoL  The  glacier  on  this  side  does 
not  seem  dangerous. 
.  "  The  height  of  the  Col,  by  Pro- 
fessor Forbes's  measurement,  is  10,333 
English  feet  To  the  left  is  a  crest  of 
rocks,  in  a  cleft  of  which  is  stuck  a 
small  iron  cross,  dated  1754.  A  hard 
varnish  of  rust  is  formed  on  it,  which 
seems  to  protect  the  metal  from  fur- 
ther decay.  The  view  firom  the  Col  is 
very  g^nd.  No  distance,  however, 
is  visible;  nothing  but  spires  of  rock 
and  swells  of  snow. 

"  The  descent  towards  Evolena  is 
more  dangerous,  the  glacier,  which  on 
this  side  is  called  AroUa,  being  much 
more  extensive,  and  more  crevassed. 
Some  years  ago  a  party  of  villagers 
from  Evolena  being  overtaken  by  the 
tourmente  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
glacier,  3  of  them  were  lost    Pro- 
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feasor  Forbes  in  crossing  this  pass 
found  the  skeleton  of  one.  After 
descending  direct  from  the  Col  for 
some  distance,  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
to  the  rt  or  E.  side  of  the  glacier  and 
take  to  the  rocks,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
precipitous  ice-fall  which  is  quite  im- 
passable. The  descent  over  steep 
rocks  and  snow  requires  caution.  At 
the  foot  of  this  descent  yon  return  to 
the  glacier,  here  free  from  snow,  and 
leaning  to  the  1.,  finally  leave  it  close 
to  its  foot.  In  a  favourable  state  of 
the  glacier  it  takes  4  hrs.  to  ascend 
from  Prerayen,  and  2^  hrs.  to  de- 
scend to  the  foot  of  the  glacier. 
The  valley  as  we  descend  is  close 
and  winding,  so  that  no  distant  views 
can  be  had;  but  it  is  of  the  grandest 
character. 

"  The  lofty  jaeged  ridpe  to  the  east, 
which  divides  the  glacier  of  AroUa 
from  that  of  Ferpecle,  is  called  by 
Professor  Forbes  the  Dents  des  Bou- 
qnetins.  [To  the  west,  another  very 
grand  glacier  descends  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Mont  Collon,  but  it  is 
doubted  whether  the  ridge  can  be 
crossed  which  divides  it  from  the  Cher- 
montane  glacier  at  the  head  of  the 
Val  de  Bagnes.1  There  is  a  ch&let 
near  the  foot  of  tne  glacier,  where  it  is 
possible  to  pass  the  night.  From  the 
foot  of  the  glacier  to  Evolena  is  about 
4  hours  of  very  grand  and  beautiful 
scenery.  Total  from  Prerayen  to 
Evolena,  about  10^  to  11  hrs. 

Etolcna  {Itm:  H6t^  de  la  Dent 
Blanche,  very  good). 

Many  interesting  excursions  may 
be  made  from  hence,  some  of  which 
are  noticed  in  Rte.  129.  The  scenery 
of  the  Val  d'Erin^  or  Vol  d'Herens,  is 
very  beautiful;  but  until  the  new  inn 
was  opened  at  Evolena  no  decent 
lodging  was  to  be  found  in  the  valley. 
It  is  a  walk  of  6  hrs.  from  Evolena  to 
Sion,  fully  7  ascending  the  valley 
from  Sion.  2  hrs.  from  Evolena  is 
the  fine  waterfall  of  la  Villetta.  The 
traveller  may  here  choose  between 
a  path  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Borgne,  through  Trogne  1  hr.,  M<ige 
1  hr.  35  min.,  Bramois  1  hr.  3.5  min., 
Sion  50  min.;  or  he  may  cross  the 


torrent  and  follow  its  L  bank  to 
Uaeigne,  a  little  below  which  the  main 
stream  of  the  Borsne  is  joined  by  the 
Dixence  flowing  from  the  Vol  cCUe- 
rJmenee,  a  wild  and  unfrequented  val- 
ley. [About  3  hrs.  above  Useigne 
are  the  chalets  of  Mirihi,  from  whence 
it  is  possible  to  return  to  Evolena  b j 
the  Vol  de  Maigne  in  6  hrs.  At  the 
head  of  the  Val  d'Her€mence  is  a 
difficult  glacier  pass,  the  Col  du  Mont 
Rouge,  leading  to  the  head  of  the  Val 
de  Bagnes.  That  pass  may  also  be 
reachM,  by  crossing  the  intermediate 
ridg^,  from  the  chuets  near  the  foot 
of  the  glacier  of  AroUa.]  From  the 
village  of  Heremenee,  just  below  the 
fork  of  the  valley,  it  is  a  walk  of  2^ 
hrs.  to  Sion.    (See  £te.  56.) 


ROUTE  132. 

EyOLENA  TO  ZERMATT.      OOL  d'eBIN. 

Time,  when  the  snow  is  in  good 
order,  12  hrs.,  excluding  stoppages. 
It  might  take  much  more.  It  would 
be  imprudent  to  allow  less  than  16 
hrs.,  including  necessary  halts.  It 
is  possible  to  pass  the  night  at  the 
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chsJets  of  Abricolla,  and  this  has 
hitherto  been  the  usual  practice 
among  the  few  mountaineers  who 
have  followed  the  footsteps  of  Pro* 
fessor  Forbes  in  this  very  grand  but 
laborious  expedition.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether,  with  a  moonlight  night, 
it  would  not  be  better  to  start  from 
the  comfortable  inn  at  Evolena  about 
2  A.U.,  halting  for  breakfast  at  the 
ch&lets,  where  milk  can  be  obtained. 

An  hour  above  Evolena  the  valley 
forks  into  two  branches;  the  one 
leading  to  the  glacier  of  Arolla  and 
Col  de  Collon,  the  other  to  the  glacier 
of  Ferpecle  and  Col  d'Erm,  as 
Forbes  has  called  it;  the  pass  being 
apparently  without  a  name  in  the 
country.  The  scenery  of  the  latter 
branch  is  even  finer  than  that  of  the 
former.  From  the  hamlet  of  Haud- 
eres,  near  the  junction,  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  there  is  a  rapid  ascent. 
The  termination  of  the  glacier  is  re- 
markably fine.  The  ice  is  pure,  and 
very  high,  ending  on  one  side  in  a 
vertical  section  cresting  a  precipice: 
on  the  other  sweeping  grandly  over 
it;  and  the  efiPect  is  much  increased  by 
the  near  neighbourhood  of  fine  larches. 

From  hence  a  rapid  ascent,  skirt- 
ing deep  precipices,  leads  to  the 
chalets  of  Abricolla,  distant  about  3 
hours  from  Evolena.  They  are  rude 
and  more  dirty  than  is  usual  in  Swit- 
zerland; and  the  traveller  who  means 
to  sleep  at  them  should  take  up  straw 
from  below.  The  view  from  these 
heights  is  extremely  fine. 

"Started  from  Abricolla  at  half- 
past  four:  and  by  the  advice  of  one  of 
the  Fulloniers,  who  accompanied  us 
part  of  the  way,  we  kept  gradually  as- 
cending along  the  mountain  side,  in> 
stead  of  descending,  as  Forbes  had 
done,  to  the  glacier— a  depth  of  seve- 
ral hundred  feet  perpendicular.  In 
about  an  hour  we  reached  the  glacier, 
which  was  then  a  dazzling  sheet  of 
snow,  hard  frozen,  and  inchned  at  an 
angle  which  rendered  great  caution 
necessary  in  traversing  it.  Less  than 
an  hour  brought  us  to  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  opposite  to  a  bare  rock  in 
the  middle  of  the  ice,  called  Motta 
Botta.  '  Here  the  sun  had  melted  out 


space  enough  just  to  form  a  narrow, 
slippery,  and  dangerous  path,  along 
which  we  proceeded  eastward,  shoul- 
dering the  ice  on  one  side,  and  with 
the  deep  precipice  on  the  other.  At 
the  ena  of  it  we  dismissed  Fullonier, 
having  passed  the  difficulties  on  this 
side  of  the  passage.  From  hence  to 
the  level  of  Motta  Rotta  is  a  succes- 
sion of  slopes,  free  from  danger,  and 
from  that  level  an  immense  undulating 
snow  plain  extends  to  the  Col,  which 
lies  to  the  right  of  a  slightly  elevated 

goint,  called  by  Profbssor  Forbes  the 
tockhom,  the  height  of  which  he 
makes  11,760  feet,  600  feet  higher 
than  the  Col  du  Geant.  We  reached 
it  in  3  h.  20  m..  from  the  ch&lets  of 
Abricolla;  6^  hrs.  from  Evolena,  hav< 
ing  gained  an  hour  on  Professor 
Forbes  by  the  new  route.  His  route 
lay  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice  alon? 
the  top  of  which  we  had  passed. 
(According  to  the  measurements 
executed  for  the  Swiss  Federal  map, 
the  height  of  the  Col  is  11,408  Eng. 
ft.,  or  352  ft.  less  than  that  given  by 
Professor  Forbes.  The  name  Stock- 
horn  is  applied  by  Studer  to  the  rocks 
E.  of  the  Col  rising  in  the  midst  of 
the  Zmutt  Glacier.) 

*•  The  Col  is  formed  by  a  ridge  ex- 
tending from  the  Dent  Blanche  (which 
lies  between  the  valleys  of  Anniviers 
and  of  Zmutt)  to  the  main  chain  be- 
tween the  Dent  d'Erin  and  the  Mont 
Collon.  It  thus  encloses  the  great 
elacier  of  Zmutt,  which  it  separates 
from  the  glacier  of  Ferpecle.  Pro- 
fessor Forbes  rates  the  view  above  any 
that  he  had  seen  in  the  higher  Alps, 
even  above  that  from  the  Col  du 
Geant.  The  spectator  is  centrally 
placed  between  the  Cervin,  the  Dent 
d'Erin,  and  the  Dent  Blanche,  with 
the  whole  chain  of  Monte  Rosa  in  full 
view.  To  these  is  to  be  added  the 
Strahlhom,  between  which  and  Monte 
Rosa  the  pass  of  the  Weissthor  is 
seen,  at  the  same,  or  a  higher,  level  on 
which  he  stands.  Nodc  of  these  moun- 
tains is  less  than  14,000  feet  high. 

"There  are  two  possible  descents; 
one  down  the  face  of  the  clifP,  a  little 
W.  of  the  Stockhom,  which  Professor 
Forbes  tried  in  1842  ;  and  failed  to 
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aohiere,  owin^  to  a  precipice  of 
30  feet,  next  Uie  ice,  whicn  could  not 
be  passed.  He  was  therefore  driven 
to  take  the  way  which  I  followed,  still 
further  to  the  W .,  which,  though  in- 
volving a  considerable  circuit,  I  should 
think  always  preferable,  unless  the 
glacier  below  were  in  a  very  danger- 
ous state.  The  descent  is  shorter, 
and  less  rapid,  and  the  rocks  are 
masked  by  slopes  of  snow,  which 
however  are  steep  enough  to  present 
dangers  of  Uieir  own.  The  upper 
basin  of  the  Zmutt  glacier  bein^  thus 
reached,  a  black  blunt  point  in  the 
chain  of  rocks  which  holds  up  this 
upper  glacier  serves  for  landmaric: 
but  as  we  ice  is  much  crevassed,  there 
is  many  a  curcuit  to  be  made;  and 
the  passage  took  a  good  hour.  The 
next  descent  is  over  a  sJope  of  rocks, 
ending,  within  100  ft  of  the  bottom, 
in  a  precipice,  down  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  descend  by  a  very  steep  cou- 
loir, when  the  glacier,  which  is  here 
considerably  inclined,  is  in  too  bad  a 
state  to  traverse  higher  up.  In  1843 
the  quantity  of  snow  rendered  it  pos- 
sible to  reach  and  traverse  the  lower 
glacier  to  the  W.  of  the  couloir;  and 
we  struck  across  in  the  direction  of 
Mont  Cervin,  and  reached  the  lateral 
moraine  at  12  h.  15  m.,  having  left  the 
Col  at  8  h.  30  m.  Another  hour  brought 
us  oiFthe  ice;  and  1}  hour  more  to 

Zermatt  (Rte,  127). 

In  1853  an  English  traveller  crossed 
this  pass  from  Zermatt  alone.  He 
did  so  wiUioufc  accident,  though  it  was 
generally  believed  by  the  natives  that 
he  must  have  perished  in  the  attempt. 
Every  man  must  be  supposed  the  best 
iud^e  of  the  value  of  his  own  neck, 
but  it  should  be  generally  understood 
that  such  an  exploit  is  a  proof,  not  of 
courage,  but  of  ignorance  or  fool- 
hardiness.  No  amount  of  skill  or 
experience  can  secure  a  traveller 
against  the  common  accident  of  a 
snow-bridge  giving  way,  against  which 
the  rope  affords  enectusil  security,  but 
which  involves  all  but  certain  destruc- 
tion to  the  solitary  traveller. 
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The  journey  from  Courmayeur  to 
Turin  may  be  made  in  1^  day,  sleep- 
ing at  Aosta,  or  in  1  very  long  day. 

The  Ely.,  constructed  by  English 
engineers  and  contractors,  is  now  open 
from  Turin  to  Ivrea;  and  a  continua- 
tion to  Aosta  and  even  a  tunnel  to 
Martigny  have  been  talked  of. 

At  Chwasao,  a  town  of  some  8000 
Inhab.,  the  main  line  from  Turin  to 
Novara  is  left,  and  a  branch  goes  to 

Cahtao.  Omnibuses  to  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  meet  the  trains. 

[From  Galuso  an  excursion  may  be 
macle  to  Bielh  (Inns:  Corona,  best; 
Testa),  a  town  situated  on  the  Cervo, 
one  of  the  affluents  of  the  Sesia,  now 
the  terminus  of  a  branch  Rly.  from 
Turin.  Population  about  9000.  It 
has  some  trifling  manufa^stories  of 
paper,  common  woollen  goods,  and 
hats.  Obs.  The  Ch,  of  St.  Sebastian : 
the  pillars  dividing  nave  from  aisles 
seem  to  be  Roman,  and  the  vaulted 
roof  is  elegantly  painted. 

The  sanctuary  of  Notre  Dame 
cTOropa,  6  m.  distant,  by  a  steep  but 
good  carriage-road,  is  an  object  of 
attraction,  which  brings  crowds  of 
pilgrims  to  offer  their  devotions  to 
an  image,  one  of  the  thousand  black 
specimens  of  bad  carving,  which, 
under  the  name  of  Our  Lady,^  is 
worshipped  for  its  miracle-working 
powers:  that  of  Oropa  is  said  to  have 
been  carved  by  Saint  Luke,  who  is 
made  a  sculptor  as  well  as  a  painter, 
and  is  stated  to  have  been  broaght  by 
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St.  Eusebius  from  Syria,  and  pre- 
served by  him  in  the  then  wild  and 
desert  mountain  of  Oropa.  A  series 
of  steep  tourniquets  leads  to  the 
Chftrch  dedicated  to  the  Virgin^  which  is 
a  fine  structure  of  the  14th  and  15th 
centuries.  Painting  and  sculpture 
haye  adorned  and  enriched  it;  and 
among  the  artists  employed  are 
found  the  names  of  Gmidenzio  Ferrari 
uid  Luino.  At  the  angles,  in  the  zig- 
zag ascent  to  the  church,  there  are 
erected  more  than  twenty-four  chapels, 
dedicated  to  the  Ylr^n,  and  named 
after  some  event  in  her  life,  as,  the 
Chapel  or  Oratory  of  the  Annuncia- 
tion— of  the  Purihcation — of  the  As- 
sumption, &c,  or  to  some  Bomish 
saint 

A  Rlwy.  is  now  open  from  Biella  to 
Turin,  84  kiL  (51  miles).  It  joins  the 
line  from  No  vara  at  Santhi^  19  m. 
distant,  and  reaches  Turin  in  2  hrs. 
50  min.  Biella  is  in  the  Canavese,  a  dis- 
trict devoted  to  the  growing  of  hemp.] 

Ivrea  (Fnns:  H.  de  TEurope,  cuisme 
fair ;  many  complaints  of  bad  treat- 
ment and  extortionate  charges  ; — 
Lion  d*Or)  is  a  large  walled  town  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Val  d'Aosta. 
The  entrance  is  highly  picturesque, 
across  the  deep  bed  of  the  Doire, 
which  flows  immediately  below  the 
Porte  de  Turin.  It  contains  about 
8000  Inhab.  Here  large  markets  are 
held,  to  which  cheese  and  other  pas- 
toral produce  of  the  Alps  are  brought. 
It  is  also  a  depot  for  the  iron  which 
is  obtained  near  Cogne,  and  from 
other  mines  work^  in  the  valley. 
Here  also  some  cotton-works  have 
been  recently  established. 

Here  is  a  picturesque  and  interest- 
ing massive  old  Castle,  degraded  into 
a  prison,  and  disfigured  with  modem 
windows,  &c.  The  battlements  and 
machicolations  of  two  of  its  towers 
remain.  These,  and  the  old  walls 
from  many  points  of  view,  furnish 
good  materials  for  the  sketch-book 
The  small  isolated  hills  scattered 
along  the  sides  of  the  stream,  as  out- 
posts of  the  Alps,  and  often  crowned 
by  some  crumb  of  a  wall  of  a  feudal 
castle,  are  very  picturesque  seen  over 
the  thicket  of  rich  vegetation,  and 


backed  by  the  Alps.  This  town,  or 
city,  as  it  is  called  —  as  the  seat  of 
a  bishop  —  is  the  southern  gate  to 
the  Val  d'Aosta.  It  is  of  great 
antiquity,  and  mentioned  by  many 
ancient  authors  under  the  name  of 
Eporedia,  Strabo  says  that  here  the 
unfortunate  Salassi,  made  prisoners 
by  Terentius  Varro,  when  these  brave 
people  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  were  sub- 
du^,  were  sold  as  slaves  by  public 
auction  to  the  number  of  36,000.  The 
Marquis  of  Ivrea  was  in  the  middle 
ages  a  powerful  potentate. 

The  rly.  ends  at  I-vrea,  but  there  is 
a  good  carriaf  e-road  as  far  as  Cour- 
mayeur.  Diligences,  very  slow  but 
cheap,  to  Aosta,  and  from  Aosta  to 
Pre  St.  Didier,  whence  passengers  are 
sent  on  in  a  smaller  carriage  to  Cour- 
mayeur. 

The  Val  d'  Aosta  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  Alps,  and  well  merits 
exploring.  Yet  from  Ivrea  ( inclusive) 
to  Courmayeur  it  has  hardly  one 
tolerable  Inn^  excepting  Tairraz's  ex- 
cellent H.  de  Mt.  Blanc  at  Aosta. 

On  leaving  Ivrea,  on  the  rt.  is 
a  vast  ridge  of  alluvium,  the  Monte 
Bolegno,  which  stretches  into  the 
plains.  The  road  ascends  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Doire,  passes  below  the 
old  Castle  of  McrdaltOy  well  preserved 
with  its  towers  and  battlements,  and 
picturesque  in  its  form,  and  continues 
through  the  rich  broad  valley  of  Uie 
Doire — broad  enough  to  constitute  a 
part  of  the  plain,  for  at  Settimo  Vit- 
tone,  3i  leagues,  the  ascent  has  been 
so  gradual  as  scarcely  to  have  been 
perceived.  Nor  is  it,  m  fact,  until  the 
traveller  reaches 

Pont  St,  Martin  (Inn:  Rosa  Rossa, 
fair)  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  fairly 
entered  this  valley  of  the  Alps. 

The  situation  of  this  village  is  strik- 
ingly fine  at  the  entrance  to  the  Val 
de  Lys,  stretching  up  to  the  foot  of 
the  glaciers  of  Monte  Rosa  (Rte.  124), 
which  will  well  repay  the  explorer. 

The  lofty  arch  which  here  spans 
the  torrent  of  the  Lys  (about  20  yards 
higher  than  the  new  bridge)  is  one  of 
the  finest  Roman  works  of  its  class  in 
the  valley :  it  now  serves  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Val  de  Vallese,  and 
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is  a  striking  object  The  road  to 
Aofita  is  carried  over  a  modern 
bridge.  Above  St.  Martin  are  ruins 
of  a  large  Castle. 

After  crossing  the  Lys  at  a  short 
distance  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Doire,  the  road  ascends  to 

Donasy  where  a  Roman  work — 
a  pierced  rock — is  passed  through, 
and  near  to  it  is  a  Roman  milestone 
cut  in  the  rock»  noting  xxxii.  MP. 
A  tolerable  mne  is  grown  at  Donas. 

From  Donas  the  road  ascends  ab- 
ruptly for  a  short  distance,  and  close 
to  the  Doire,  which  it  steeply  over- 
bangs,  to 

Fort  Bard  {Tnn:  Sole,  poor  and 
dirty),  celebrated  for  the  temporary 
check  of  8  days  which  it  gave  to 
the  advance  of  the  French  army 
under  Buonaparte,  in  1800.  It  was 
garrisoned  by  only  400  Austrians,  ^et 
such  was  the  strength  of  the  position 
that  Buonaparte  almost  despaired  of 
carrying  it,  and  a  few  days  more 
must  have  starved  his  army  into  a 
retreat.  By  a  gallant  manoeuvre,  how- 
ever, in  the  efficient  placement  of  a 
single  gun,  above  the  precipices  of 
the  Mont  Albaredo,  which  overhangs 
Bard,  the  French  checked  the  battery 
which  covered  the  approach  to  the 
town,  and  the  army  passed  by  night, 
dragging  their  guns  through  the 
streets  laid  with  straw  to  prevent  the 
noise  alarming  the  garrison,  under 
the  grenades  and  pots  de  feu  thrown 
by  the  fort.  Another  gun  was  raised 
to  a  belfry  which  commanded  the 
cate  of  the  fort ;  and  the  Austrians, 
fearing  an  assault,  surrendered.  Upon 
such  slight  occurrences  the  Bsite  of 
Europe  turned.  As  the  French  army 
would  have  devoured  all  the  supply 
of  the  Val  d'Aosta  in  a  few  days,  it 
must  have  retreated;  and  the  battle 
of  Marengo,  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
events  of  French  historj-,  would  not 
have  been  fought.  Withm  a  few  years 
the  fort  has  been  greatly  strength- 
ened, and  it  is  now  considered  im- 
pregnable. 

The  modern  road  skirts  round  the 
base  of  the  rock  on  which  the  Fort 
stands,  avoiding  the  steep  and  nar- 
row streets  of  Bard.    1.  opens  out  the 


valley  of  CKamporcher,  whence  a  path 
leads,  by  the  village  of  Pcmt  Boaelj  to 
the  Col  de  Champorcher  in  6  hrs.,  and  by 
this  pass  and  the  valley  of  the  Soanna 
to  Ponte  in  the  Val  d'Orca.  (Rte.  146.) 
From  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  la 
Netge,  at  the  head  of  the  valley,  there 
is  a  pass  direct  to  Cogne,  which  may  be 
reached  in  10  hrs.  from  Fort  Bard. 

The  view  looking  back  upon  Fort 
Bard  is  a  perfect  picture,  not  to  be 
surpassed  in  its  kind. 

Above  Bard  the  main  valley  is  nar- 
row, and  o£Per8  little  variety  in  ascend- 
ing by  th«  deep  and  rapid  course  of  the 
Doire  to 

Verrex  (Inn :  Ecu  de  France — extor- 
tion; Couronne),  2^  leagues  from  Pont 
St.  Martin,  situated  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Vol  Challant  (Rte.  125).  Here 
many  improvements  have  been  made, 
especially  in  the  construction  of  a  new 
bridge  and  many  new  houses. 

Here  is  a  large  square  keep  of  the 
old  Castle^  which  overhangs  the  Val 
Challant.  It  is  a  picturesque  object 
from  below,  and  the  scenes  from  it  are 
worth  a  scramble  to  the  ruins.  Here 
is  also  a  convent  of  Augustini'S. 

Above  Verrex  the  valley  widens, 
and  the  little  plain  of  the  Doire 
shows  the  violence  of  the  torrent  in 
the  sands  and  rocks  left  by  it  in  the 
spring. 

About  1^  league  beyond  Verrex 
the  road  enters  upon  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  scenes  in  the  valley — a 
deep  ravine,  through  which  the  Doire 
has  cut  its  way,  or  found  in  such  a 
gulf  its  natural  channeL  The  road 
ascends  steeply  on  the  left  of  the 
river,  and  is  cut  out  of  the  rock,  in 
some  places  overhanging  the  foamine 
torrent.  These  rocks  aro  surmountea 
by  the  ruins  of  the  Casile  of  St,  Ger- 
main, placed  so  as  effectually  to  com- 
mand the  pass. 

The  road  cut  out  in  so  remarkable 
a  way  was  probably  a  Roman  work, 
though  a  modem  inscribed  tablet 
denies  them  the  credit  It  was  re- 
paired by  the  inhabitants  of  Aosta. 
This  defile  is  called  the  pass  of  Alont 
Jovet — the  wine  in  its  neiffhbourhood 
is  celebrated.  From  the  nead  of  the 
pass  the  view  down  the  valley  is  very 
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striking.  Immediately  above  it  the 
finest  part  of  the  Yal  d'Aosta  extends 
to  the  Cite,  as  Aosta  is  called. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  and 
richness  of  the  scenery,  and  the  mag- 
nificent character  of  the  foliage;  the 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees  are  cele- 
brated for  their  grandeur  and  pictu- 
resqueness. 

Before  arriving  at  St  Vincent,  a 
sing^ar  bridge  over  a  deep  ravine  is 
crossed.  It  is  called  the  Font  des 
Sarasins,  and  by  antiquaries  is  recog- 
nised as  a  Roman  work.  From  its 
parapet  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
scenes  in  the  valley  is  presented  on 
looking  up  towards  Chatillon,  includ- 
ing among  its  objects  the  Castle 
d'Usselle  and  other  ruins.  Not  far 
from  this  bridge  is  the  agreeable  vil- 
lage of 

St  Vincent  (Inns:  best,  Ecu  de 
France;  Poste,  dirty.  Here  is  a  Bath- 
house supplied  from  a  mineral  spring 
in  the  Forest  above.  ^  an  hour's 
walk  higher  up  is 

Chatillon  (/nfu:  Palais  Royal;  Lion 
d'Or).  The  bridges  are  the  only 
remarkable  objects  here,  but  there 
are  pleasant  walks  and  several  cha- 
teaux in  the  neighbourhood.  That 
over  which  the  hi^h  road  now  passes 
is  a  very  fine  smgle  arch,  thrown 
across  a  deep  gul£  From  it  are  seen, 
further  down  the  torrent,  the  remains 
of  a  Soman  bridge,  also  a  single,  and 
still  an  entire  arch ;  and  immediately 
over  It  another  bridge,  which  served 
its  purpose  for  many  ages,  but  has 
now  been  superseded  by  the  new 
bridge  and  its  improved  approaches. 

In  the  depth  of  the  gulf;  and  a  little 
up  the  stream,  are  forges,  strangely 
placed  there,  for  the  sake  of  the  water- 
power  in  working  the  tilts ;  a  wild 
path  leads  down  to  them,  and  the 
view  of  the  bridges  from  Uie  bottom 
of  the  ravine  forms  one  of  the  most 
striking  scenes  in  the  valley. 

Above  Chatillon  the  same  fine  rich 
character  of  scenery  prevails,  only  in- 
terrupted by  the  occasional  traces  of 
destruction  left  by  the  torrents  which 
in  the  spring  rush  down  from  the 
lateral  valleys  into  the  Doire. 

lSwitz.2 


About  a  league  above  Chatillon  is 
the  village  of  Chambavc,  celebrated 
for  its  wine,  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  recherche  in  Piedmont  The 
wine  of  the  Yal  d'Aosta  has  a  great 
reputation,  and  the  vine  is  cultivated 
on  the  mountain  sides  to  an  elevation 
of  3000  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
In  the  valley,  hemp,  Indian  com,  and 
fruit-trees  nil  the  plain  like  a  vast 
garden. 

Nut,  a  poor  village  with  the  ruins 
of  a  chateau,  is  nearly  half-way  be- 
tween ChiLtillon  and  Aosta.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  Yal  de  St  Barthe- 
l^mi  is  the  picturesque  castle  of  Fenis. 

[Three  passes  lead  from  the  Val  de 
St.  Barthel^mi  to  the  Yal  Pellina. 
The  least  difficult  is  the  Coi  de  Vee- 
soney,  leading  to  Oyace  (Rte.  131). 
An  easier  pass,  called  the  Fen^tre  de 
St  Barthel^mi,  goes  from  the  village 
of  the  same  name  to  Antey  in  the 
Yal  Toumanche.  There  is  no  Inn, 
but  the  cure  of  St  Barthelcmi  will 
receive  strangers.  The  Piedmontese 
government-map  is  quite  useless  in 
this  district] 

Near  St,  Marcel  are  copper-mines, 
and  a  remarkable  fountain,  called 
Fontaine  Bleue,  of  blue  water,  im- 
pregnated with  copper. 

On  the  approach  to  Aosta  the 
Chateau  Quart  is  seen  placed  high  on 
the  mountain  side;  a  path  leads  up 
to  it  from  near  Yillefranche,  and 
down  on  the  other  side  of  its  glen 
towards  Aosta,  so  that  a  visit  to  it 
requires  no  retracing  of  steps,  and 
the  beautiful  scenes  presented  in  the 
ascent  and  at  the  ch&teau^  which  is 
now  a  HoCTiital,  repay  the  trouble  of 
climbing  tnither.  Little  more  than  a 
league  mrther  up  the  valley  is 

Aosta  (Tmu  .*  H.  du  Mont  Blanc,  well 
kept  by  J.  Tairraz,  best  in  Yal  d'Aosta, 

food;  CouTonne (Post), improved;  H. 
Ttalie,  tolerable  ;  Ecu  du  Yalais,  in 
the  Town-hall,  well  spoken  of),  a  city 
of  7700  Inhab. ;  of  small  importance 
in  trade,  wealth,  or  population,  but  at- 
tractive to  a  stranger,  as  a  genuine 
Italian  town  of   old   houses,  broad 
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eaves,  picturesque  but  dilapidated 
buildings,  and  lazy  lounein?  popula- 
tion. Its  situation  is  indeed  striking, 
near  the  confluence  of  the  B^dtier  and 
the  Doirefin  a  deep  rich  valley,  sur- 
rounded hj  lofty  and  snow-capped 
mountains,  which  peer  down  into  its 
squares  and  streets.  Aosta,  the  Aw 
guata  Prcstoria  of  the  Roman  itinera- 
ries, claims  a  high  antiquity.  It  was 
known  under  the  name  of  Cord^le,  as 
the  chief  city  of  the  Salassi:  its  his- 
tory earlier  than  its  conquest  by  Te- 
rentius  Varro,  a  general  of  Augustus, 
is  fabulous,  but  the  antiquary  of 
Aosta  has  no  difficulty  in  fixing  the 
date  of  its  foundation  406  before  that 
of  Borne,  1158  b.c.I  By  the  army  of 
the  emperor  it  was  taken  28  years 
before  the  Christian  era,  and  its  in- 
habitants reduced  to  miserable  cap- 
tivity. Aug^ustus  rebuilt  the  city, 
gave  his  own  name  to  it,  and  esta- 
blished there  3000  soldiers  from  the 
Praetorian  cohorts.  The  remains  of 
large  public  buildings  attest  its  im- 
portance at  that  time,  and  though 
much  inferior  in  beauty  and  extent  to 
those  of  the  S.  of  France,  will  yet  be 
viewed  with  interest. 

In  the  main  street  at  the  £.  en- 
trance of  the  town  is  a  Triumphal  arcK, 
erected  in  honour  of  Augustus,  in 
tolerable  preservation,  decorated  with 
10  Corinthian  pillars,  covered  with  a 
modern  roof,  aaomed  with  preen  and 
gold  weathercocks.  This  is  one  of 
the  finest  of  the  remains.  About  200 
yards  to  the  E.  of  the  arch,  in  a  nar- 
row street,  is  a  Boman  bridge^  which 
once  spanned  the  Buttier,  though  now 
1 00  yards  E.  of  it.  It  is  buried  to  a 
considerable  depth  by  soil.  A  conduit 
of  water  runs  under  it,  and  by  its  side  a 
path ;  so  that  you  can  walk  under  the 
arch,  which  is  a  fine  piece  of  masonry. 
In  the  convent-garden  of  St.  Joseph 
are  the  ruins  of  a,  BasUica  or  Prsetorian 
palace,  towers,  walls,  and  fragments 
of  unknown  former  appropriation, 
now  serving  only  to  perplex  anti- 
auaries.  The  pUn  of  Aosta,  like 
that  of  other  Koman  cities,  was  a 
square,  and  the  chief  streets  crossed 
in  the  centre.  The  triumphal  arch 
stood  outside  of  the  town,  in  front 
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of  the  chief  gateway.  This,  the 
ancient  Porta  Pi-atona,  now  called 
Porte  de  la  Trinity,  is  still  in  good 
preservation,  though  much  of  the  cas- 
ing of  hewn  stone  which  covered  it 
has  been  removed.  It  has  two  fa* 
9ade8,  with  a  quadrangle  between 
them,  each  facade  composed  of  three 
arches — that  m  the  centre  is, much 
the  largest. 

The  Boman  walls,  flanked  with 
towers,  are  most  accessible  and  in 
best  preservation  on  the  S.  side  of 
the  town. 

There  are  2 curious  mediaeval  towers. 
Forte  de  Bramafam  and  Tour  du  Lepreux, 
The  latter  is  the  scene  of  Xavier  de 
Maistre's  well-known  tale. 

On  the  N.  of  the  main  street  is  the 
Cathedral,  modern,  and  covered  with 
paint  and  whitewash.  The  woodwork 
of  the  stalls  in  the  choir  is  said  to  be  of 
the  1 4th  cent.  On  the  N.  side  of  the  ch. 
is  a  curious  Bomanesque  cloister,  with 
the  names  of  its  founders  worked  in 
the  capitals  of  the  pillars.  £.  of  tho 
cathedral  is  the  more  curious  ch,  of  St, 
Ours,  with  a  very  old  crypt  under  the 
choir.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  ch.  is 
another  Bomanesque  cloister  of  very 
early  date;  the  carving  of  the  capitals 
is  remarkable.  The  belfry  appears 
to  be  old,  and  at  the  W.  end  of  the 
ch.  is  a  house  attached  to  it,  covered 
with  very  curious  ornamental  brick» 
work. 

Aosta  has  been  much  improved 
since  1854,  the  chief  square  is  en- 
larged, and  there  is  much  new  and 
handsome  building,  a  Hdtel  de  Ville, 
&c  It  is  the  seat  of  a  bishop.  A 
military  commandant  is  also  stationed 
here. 

Anselm,  archbishop  of  Canterbury 
in  the  nth  century,  was  born  at  Aosta, 
and  is  buried  in  the  cathedral.  An 
inscribed  stone  records  the  flight  of 
Calvin  from  Aosta,  1541. 

St.  Bernard,  whose  name  is  im? 
mortally  associated  with  the  moun* 
tain  pass  from  the  valley  of  the  Bhono 
to  the  valley  of  the  Dojre,  was  arch>- 
deacon  of  Aosta;  and  his  knowledge, 
from  his  situation,  of  the  exposure 
and  suflbrings  of  those  who  traversed 
these  regions,  led  to  his  estabUshmenc 
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of  the  celebrated  hospioe,  upon  the 
permanent  footing  it  has  since  held. 

[The  Becoa  di  Nona,  10,360  ft, 
8470  ft.  above  the  city,  is  a  peak  nearlj 
S.  of  Aosta,  and  commands  a  magni- 
ficent view  of  the  Alps  from  Mont 
Blanc  to  M.  Bosa.  Tne  ascent  can 
be  accomplished  on  mules  the  whole 
way  in  6  hrs.  Provisions  must  be 
taken.  Some  experienced  mountaineers 
are  inclined  to  give  the  first  place 
among  the  panoramic  views  of  the 
Alps  to  that  from  the  Becca  di  Kona. 

After  crossing  the  Doire  the  ascent 
begins  stiffly  to  Charuntod^  whence 
there  is  a  fine  view  of  Aosta,  with  Mont 
Yelan  and  Combin  as  background; 
soon  after  Monte  Rosa,  and  still 
later  the  Matterhom,  come  into  sight. 
From  Charvensod  for  2^  or  3  hrs.  the 
path  lies  through  beautiful  woods  and 
meadows,  with  clear  streams  and  fine 
waterfiills,  and,  independently  of  the 
ascent,  forms  a  delightful  walL  Prom 
the  topmost  pastures  the  path  may  be 
easily  lost,  as  it  passes  into  the  ravine 
between  the  Becca  and  Mont  Emilius, 
as  if  the  latter  were  the  object  of 
ascent;  but  it  is  well  worth  wnUe  to 
follow  it,  as  the  direct  ascent,  though 
shorter,  is  very  hard  work.  6  hrs. 
are  required  to  the  summit;  the  de- 
scent may  be  made  in  4. 

The  view  is  glorious — the  whole  of 
the  Mont  Blanc  ran^,  the  Yelan, 
Combin,  and  mountains  of  the  Val 
Pellina,  loining  on  to  the  Weisshom, 
Dent  Blanche,  Mischabel,  Matter- 
horn,  Monte  Bosa,  and  to  the  S.  the 
Mont  Faradis,  Grivola,  &c  &c  A 
panoramic  view  from  the  top  and  fuU 
account  has  been  published  by  M. 
Carrel  at  Aosta.3 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Pays  d* Aosta 
speak  a  barbarous  patois,  but  most  of 
them  can  speak  French  more  or  less, 
and  French  is  the  official  language  of 
the  province  of  Aosta. 

Tne  beautiful  valley  of  Aosta  is 
afflicted  with  cretinism  and  goitre 
more  perhaps  than  any  other  in 
Piedmont.  The  peasantry  appear  a 
squalid  and  filthy  race,  generally 
stunted  and  diseased.^  Of  the  whole 
population  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aostay  1  in  50  is  a  cretin ;  and  above 


half  are  more  or  less  goitred.  Some  of 
these  are  horrid  obiects,  with  tumours 
as  large  as  their  heads  appended  to 
their  throats. 

The  extreme  filth  of  the  houses, 
villages,  and  persons  of  the  peasantry 
would  be  sufficient  to  account  for  any 
amount  of  disease ;  but  it  is  remark- 
able that  in  the  spots  they  select  theae 
dreadful  maladies  seem  to  be  capfi* 
cious.  At  St  Vincent  they  prevail ; 
at  Cbfttillon,  at  Courmayeur,  and  at  I* 
Taille  they  are  almost  unknown ;  and 
at  Ivrogne  and  Arvier  they  are  most 
prevalent 

N.B.  From  Aosta  down  to  Ivzea 
(inclusive),  there  is  scarce  an  inn  fit  to 
sleep  in,  owing  to  the  fiUhy  statQ  of 
the  beds. 

Diligencei  to  Ivrea  and  Pr^  St. 
Didier  dail^. 

On  leavuie  Aosta  to  ascend,  the 
▼alley,  the  aiive  for  about  4  m.  lies 
across  the  open  pUiin,  and  throng^ 
scenes  of  its  greatest  richness  in  Y^ga- 
tation.  At  this  distance  from  Aosta 
the  road  passes  beneath  the  ch&teaa 
Sarra,  an  UDpicturesque  structure; 
nearly  opposite  to  it,  on  the  other  8id« 
of  the  valley,  is  a  singular  modem 
building,  the  chateaa  of  Aimaviiie, 
triangular  in  plan,  with  a  turret  at 
each  anele,  situated  on  a  knoU  in  a 
commanding  position. 

At  St  Pierre  there  is  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  chateaux  in  the 
valley.  A  fine  scene  is  presented  in 
the  approach  to  Villeneuve,  where 
the  vast  rock  above  the  town  is  sur- 
rounded bv  the  Chfttel  d'Arsent, 
backed  by  the  snowy  Alps  at  the  head 
of  the  Val  Savaranche.  About  a  mile 
from  St  Pierre  the  road  turns  towards 
the  river,  which  it  crosses  by  a  stone 
bridge  to  reach  the  little  town  of 

Villeneuve^  where  there  is  nothing 
of  interest,  and  where  there  is  neither 
decent  inn  nor  car.  Near  this  the 
yalleys  of  Savaranche  and  Kh^es 
open  together  from  the  S.  into  the 
valley  of  the  Doire.  Above  Villeneuye 
the  valley  narrows  and  becomes  much 
more  wooded,  the  walnut-trees  form- 
ing in  some  places  almost  a  forest, 
especially  near 

Arvier,  about  4  m.  above  Villeneave, 
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Here  the  vineyards  are  celebrated, 
erery  dope  being  terraced  and  yines 
planted.    The  dirty  village  of 

Ivrogne,  once  abnost  a  barrier  to 
the  passage  of  carriages  np  the  valley, 
from  the  steepness  and  narrowness  of 
its  principal  street,  is  now  altogether 
avoided. 

A  bridffe  is  made  over  the  torrent 
of  the  Gnsanche,  which  here  flows 
into  the  Doire  from  the  Val  Gri- 
sanche  on  the  S.,  and  the  new  road 
fklls  into  the  old  road  above  it,  and 
is  continued  to  Pr^  St.  Didier.  The 
portion  of  it  which  is  cat  out  of  Fort 
Koc  has  also  been  widened,  and  is  now 
carried  through  the  defile,  where  it 
rises  hundreds  of  feet  above  the  bed  of 
the  Doire,  which  is  seen  foaming  below 
through  its  restrained  course.  From 
the  summit  of  this  pass,  Mont  Blanc 
at  the  head  of  the  valley  closes  the 
scene  with  its  masses— «  magnificent 
barrier.  The  view  is  strikingly  beau- 
tifhl.  The  road,  thus  carriea  along 
the  precipice,  crosses  in  some  places 
deep  rifts  in  the  mountain  ride ;  over 
these  chasms  drawbridges  aro  thrown, 
the  removal  of  which  would  cut  off  all 
oonmiunication  by  this  road ,  and  oblige 
an  army  to  make  a  connderable  de- 
tour in  order  to  descend  into  the  Val 
d'Aosta.  The  pass  is  also  closed  by 
a  gate,  and  enfiladed  by  a  block-house 
arove.  A  peep  over  the  parapet  wall, 
or  through  the  platforms,  into  the 
depth  below,  excites  a  shudder. 

From  Fhri  Roe  the  road  descends 
rapidly  to  the  Doire,  which  it  crosses 
on  a  wooden  bridge,  and  thence  con- 
tinues on  the  1.  bank  to 

La  8aUe^  a  dirty  narrow  village, 
in  which,  however,  the  name  is  pre- 
served of  the  ancient  people  of  this 
valley,  the  Salassi :  many  traces  of  its 
high  antiquity  have  been  found  in  and 
around.  On  a  hill  near  La  Salle  are 
the  ruins  of  an  old  feudal  Costftf. 

fThe  Sardinian  government  has 
formed  a  ffood  approach  b^  the  camp 
of  Prince  Thomas  to  La  Tuille,  and  the 
pass  of  the  little  St  Bernard — one  of 
the  most  important  benefits  which  the 
gDveniment  could  confer  upon  its  sub- 


jects in  the  Val  d'Aosta  and  the  Ta- 
rentaise.] 

At  the  distance  of  a  league  fW>m 
Morgex  the  diligence  takes  a  branch 
road  across  the  Doiro  to  the  village  of 

Pr4  St»  Didier  {^Trms,  all  poor;  Poste, 
bad  and  dear),  situated  in  some  beau- 
tiful meadows,  and  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  Mont  Blanc. 

[Hero  the  ascent  of  the  Little  St. 
Bernard  beeins  rRte.  149.)] 

Behind  tne  village  aro  some  prot* 
tily-plaoed  hathSf  much  firequent^  by 
Italians  during  July  and  August. 
The  building  and  avenue  to  it  are 
pleasing.  !]£yond  the  baths  a  path 
leads  to  the  sources  of  the  mineral 
springs  (temp.  92^)  nn  a  ravine  which 
will  stronely  remind  the  visitor  of 
Pfeffers.  Enormous  precipices  of  baro 
rock  nearly  close  up  the  cleft  in  the 
mountains  down  wnich  the  stream 
from  the  Ruitor  and  Little  St,  Ber- 
nard forces  its  way. 

Thoueh  the  road  is  good,  the  dili- 
gence does  not  e^o  beyond  f^e  St 
Didier,  and  traveUers  are  taken  on  in 
a  smaller  carriage.  About  8  m.  of 
ascent  leads  to 

Cintrmaveur,  Irms:  H6tel  Royal, 
very  good  and  comfortable;  Aneelo 
(improved),  also  good;  H.  del' Union. 
In  the  valley  ^  mile  above  Cour- 
mayeur  is  the  H.  du  Mont  Blanc, 
smaller,  less  civilized,  but  finely  situ- 
ated— ^rather  cheaper  than  the  others. 
At  the  H.  Royal  and  the  Angelo 
visitors  aro  taken  mpeTision, 

Courmayeur,  situated  at  the  head 
of  the  Val  d'Aosta,  which  is  called 
the  Val  cTEntriveaf  is  a  large  village, 
with  many  good  houses,  situated 
4098  ft  above  the  sea,  on  an 
eminence  in  the  valley,  near  the 
confluence  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  Doiro,  which  descend  from 
the  Col  Ferrex  and  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne,  at  the  foot  of  the  S.  side  of 
Mont  Blanc,  to  which  it  approximates 
so  nearly,  that  the  glaciers  and  snowy 
crests  of  the  g^reat  chain  appear  to 
hang  over  the  valley.  From  the  vil- 
lage die  summit  of  Mont  Blanc  is 
conceeXkLby  the  Mont  Ch^tif,  hut< 
T  2 
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half  an  hour's  walk  disclosed  the 
chain  from  the  "  Monarch "  to  the 
grand  Jorasse.  That  part  of  the 
chain  seen  from  the  village  to  close 
the  valley  includes  the  remarkahle 
peak  of  the  Geant,  and  the  whole 
course  of  the  pass  leading  to  Gha- 
mouni  by  the  Col  de  Geant  is  to  be 
traced,  on  the  side  of  Piedmont,  from 
Courmayeur. 

Chamois  are  to  be  found  in  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  and  even 
bouquetins  or  steinbocks  are  not 
unknown.  Late  in  the  autumn  ptar- 
migan are  abundant 

Courmayeur  is  much  resorted  to  in 
summer  by  invaUds,  for  the  sake 
of  its  mineral  waters.  There  are 
different  sprinps  near  it ;  that  of  La 
Victoire  is  half  a  league  to  the  S.  W. ; 
its  waters  are  impregnated  with  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
and  a  Uttle  iron,  and  have  a  tempera- 
ture of  about  54.  The  spring  of  La 
Marguerite  varies  a  little  in  the  pro- 
portions of  its  components,  but  its 
temperature  is  12  degrees  higher. 
The  Fiedmontese  have  great  reliance 
on  the  salutary  effects  of  these  mi- 
neral springs,  and  the  resort  to  them 
brings  together  much  agreeable  Italian 
society. 

The  baths  of  La  Saxe  are  about 
1  m.  beyond  the  village,  and  are 
somewhat  rough. 

The  guides  and  mules  were  placed  in 
1 8^0  on  the  same  footing  as  those  at 
Chamouni,  except  that,  on  payment 
of  a  small  fee,  the  traveller  is  able  to 
select  whom  he  pleases.  At  present 
the  glide's  charges  are  6  fr.  for  a 
day;  3  fr.  for  ^  a  day,  viz.  before  or 
after  12  o'idock.  Otto  Bion  and  Va- 
lentine Bay  are  2  of  the  best.  There 
is  a  family  of  several  brothera  named 
Proment,  who  are  also  good  guides. 

a.  Ascmt  of  the  Cramont, — An  ex- 
cursion which  no  visitor  to  St.  Didier 
or  Courmayeur  should  fail  to  make  if 
the  weather  be  favourable,  for  no  spot 
in  the  Alps  will  afford  him  so  fine  a 
view  of  M!ont  Blanc,  or  a  more  glorious 
panorama. 

From  Courmayeur  it  is  necessary 
to  go  to  Fr^  St.  Didier,  1  hr^  then 


ascend  by  the  road  leadine  to  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  (Rte.  149) Tor  about 
i  hr.;  a  path  then  strikes  to  the  rL 
amongst  the  larches,  and  ascends 
through  them  and  past  several  dusters 
of  chuets  for  about  2  hrs.  Mules  can- 
not go  beyond  the  larches,  and  must 
be  left,  and  from  this  point  there  is» 
about  Ih^  hr.'s  climb  to  the  summit : 
total,  5  hrs.  from  Courmayeur.  There 
is  a  more  direct  but  difficult  and  dis- 
agreeable path  for  pedestrians. 

The  highest  point  of  the  Cramont 
is  the  outer  edge  of  a  large  slab  or 
flat  mass  of  rock,  sloping  at  an  angle  of 
20^  towards  the  S.;  the  upper  end  of 
this  mass  actually  overhangs  the  rocks 
below,  so  that  a  stone  dropped  from 
it  would  fidl  perpendicularly  hundreds 
of  feet,  and  then  striking  the  preci- 
pitous sides  of  the  mountain,  would 
bound  into  the  abyss  beneath,  broken 
into  firagments.  In  this  savage  hol- 
low chamois  are  often  seen. 

Hence  the  whole  of  the  enormous 
mass  of  Mont  Blanc  is  open  to  the 
observer:  midway  of  its  height  (for 
the  height  of  the  Cramont  is  9040  ffe. 
and  that  of  Mont  Blanc  6500  ft 
above  the  peak  of  the  Cramont), 
from  the  peaks  which  bound  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne  to  those  of  the  Grand 
Jorasse,  every  aiguille  and  glacier 
through  this  vast  line  of  nearly  30 
miles  IS  seen,  within  an  angle  of  150^, 
lying  like  a  picture  before  the  ob-> 
server  from  the  Cramont.  The  depths 
of  the  Allee  Blanche  are  concealed 
by  some  low  intervening  mountains, 
which  may  be  considered  the  western 
bases  of  the  Cramont. 

Towards  the  E.  the  Val  d'Aosta 
presents  a  beautiful  portion  of  the 
panorama.  The  mountains  which 
bound  it  sweep  down  to  the  Doire, 
and  leave  between  them  the  chan- 
nels which  are  the  courses  of  its 
affluents.  In  the  valley  ^e  Doire 
appears  like  a  thread  of  silver.  Far- 
ther to  the  £.,  in  the  distant  back- 
ground, are  the  summits  of  Monte 
Rosa  and  the  Mont  Cervin.  Look- 
ing S.E.,  directly  down  the  line  of 
ascent  to  the  Cramont,  the  Camp  of 
Prince  Thomas,  and  the  table-land 
above  the  precipices  of  the  valley  of . 
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La  Toille,  appear  to  be  immediately 
beneath.  Above  and  beyond  it  lies 
the  enormous  glacier  of  the  Ruitor, 
one  of  the  finest  objects  within  the 
view:  this  is  connected  with  the  gla- 
ciers at  the  head  of  the  valleys  of 
Cogne,  the  Savaranche,  and  the  Gri- 
sanche. 

Towards  the  S.  is  the  pass  and 
plain  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard,  guarded 
by  the  Belyedere,  the  Yallaisan,  and 
the  other  mountains  which  bound  that 
pass. 

Towards  the  Great  St.  Bernard  the 
course  may  be  traced  of  the  path 
which  leads  by  the  pass  of  the  Serena 
from  the  heaa  of  the  valley  of  Aosta 
to  St  Remy.  The  hospice  cannot  be 
seen,  but  the  Mont  velan  and  the 
Gombin  are  seen  beyond  it^ 

Saussure  thus  records  his  second 
visit  to  the  Cramont: — *'Nous  pass- 
ames  trois  heures  sur  ce  sommet ; 
j'yen  avois  aussi  passe  trois  daosmon 
premier  voyage;  et  ces  six  heures  sont 
certaiuement  celles  de  ma  vie  dans 
les(juelies  j'ai  goute  les  plus  grands 
plaisirs  que  puissent  donner  la  con- 
templation etTetude  de  la  nature." 

Tne  descent  requires  more  care 
than  the  ascent,  at  least  to  guard 
against  slipping:  the  guides  usually 
sit  down,  and  slide  wiSi  great  speed 
over  the  dry  grass. 

The  traveller  who  proposes  to  make 
a  visit  to  the  Cramont  a  part  of  his 
day's  journey  to  St.  Maurice,  should 
start  very  early,  and  direct  that  the 
moles,  if  he  take  any,  should,  from 
where  he  left  them,  be  sent  across  the 
pasturages,  to  chalets  which  lie  in  his 
way  to  the  villa^  of  La  Balme.  He 
will  thus  gain  tmie  in  ascendin?  the 
valley,  though  the  descent  to  the  ham- 
let of  EMva,  down,  a  steep  and  rugged 
path  over  loose  stones,  is  fatiguing. 
La  Balme  is  in  the  valley,  about  an 
hour's  walk  above  where  the  path 
up  through  the  forest  leads  to  the 
Cramont;  and  there  is  no  object  of 
interest  missed  between  the  two 
places. 

b.  To  the  Gol  de  ChecnUty  highly  to 
be  recommended  on  account  of  the 
splendid  and  uninterrupted  view  of 


the  chain  of  Mt.  Blanc  and  the  Allee 
Blanche.  It  lies  due  W.  of  Cour- 
mayeur,  and  may  be  made  on  a  mule  (2 
hrs.  to  the  Col).  You  cross  theDoire, 
through  the  village  of  Dolina,  then 
along  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent  or 
ravine  leading  to  the  Col  for  about 
^  hr.  from  Courmayeur;  the  path  then 
ascends  the  side  of  the  ravine  by  a 
series  of  steep  zigzags  to  a  little 
oratory  on  a  rock  (1  hr).;  thence 
another  hr.  over  steep  slopes  of  grass 
leads  to  the  Col.  The  best  view  is 
obtained  from  a  rocky  eminence  on 
the  rt.  of  the  Col.  No  guide  is  neces- 
sary. [A  foot-path,  about  i  hr.  below 
the  Col,  leads  in  1|  hr.  to  the  Ift. 
Chetif,  also  called  Mont  Dolina  and 
Pain  de  Sucre,  commanding  a  fine 
view,  but  not  equal  to  that  from 
the  Cramont.l  Instead  of  descend- 
ing at  once  tnrough  the  pine  forest 
into  the  Allee  Blanche,  it  will  well 
repay  you  to  keep  along  the  slope  of 
the  mountains  until  you  arrive  s3)ove 
the  Lac  de  Combal  (Bte.  139),  then 
descending  to  the  lake.  You  thus  com- 
pletely overlook  the  valley  and  the 
Glacier  of  Miage  which  impedes  the 
view  of  Ml  Blanc,  when  you  are  in 
the  AU^e  Blanche.  For  this  latter 
part  of  the  excursion,  however,  a  guide 
IS  advisable.  From  Lac  de  Com- 
bal you  can  return  to  Courmayeur  in 
2^  hrs. 

c.  The  Jifont  de  la  Saxe,  2}  hrs. 
N.N.E.  of  Courmayeur,  is  easily  ac- 
cessible to  ordinary  travellers,  and 
commands  the  finest  near  view  of  Mont 
Blanc,  in  some  respects  finer  than 
that  from  the  Cramont,  though,  being 
lower,  it  is  less  panoramic,  the 
Velan,  the  Grivola,  Ruitor,  and  others 
of  the  Cog^e  range.  After  passing 
the  baths  of  La  Saxe,  the  track 
to  the  rt.,  leading  into  the  Yal  Fer- 
rex,  is  followed  for  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  then  the  ascent  begins  by 
an  easy  path,  which  gradually  reaches 
the  summit;  this  is  a  sort  of  undu- 
lating plateau,  in  which  no  single 
point  much  overlooks  the  rest.  The 
finest  view  is  from  an  eminence  caUed 
the  Croix  de  Bemada. 
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d.  No  exoarsion  in  the  Alps  is  more 
interesting  to  the  lover  of  fine  scenery 
or  the  man  of  sctenoe  than  that  to  the 
Glacier  of  La  Brenva*  It  b  best  to 
approach  the  glacier  from  the  N.  side, 
takinff  the  track  from  Courmayeur  to 
the  vOla^e  of  Entreoea.  From  thence 
proceed,  in  the  first  phice,  to  yisit  the 
ca?em  at  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  and 
then  ascend  by  a  rough  goat-track, 
"Which  leads  to  a  plank  thrown  over  a 
torrent  that  is  otherwise  difficult  to 
pass.  Above  this  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  selecting  a  spot  by  which  to 
mount  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier, 
here  very  free  from  crevasses.  Im- 
mediately opposite  rises  the  Mont  Pt- 
ieret,  the  principal  buttress,  which  on 
the  S.  side  sustains  the  central  mass 
of  Mont  Blanc  It  is  easy  to  cross 
the  glacier  and  approach  near  to  the 
base  of  this  pinnacle,  which  rises 
nearly  7000  ft.  above  the  glacier.  On 
the  ledges  of  its  precipitous  face 
chamois  are  often  to  be  seen,  here 
safe  from  the  boldest  hunter.  Re- 
turning from  the  base  of  the  Mont 
Peteret,  the  traveller  may  either  de- 
scend the  enormous  moraine  whic^ 
the  glacier  has  borne  down  into  the 
the  All^  Ifflanche,  taking  care  not  to 
disturb  the  slightly-poiseid  blocks  that 
hang  on  the  steep  slope,  or  else  fol- 
low the  glacier  to  the  point  where  it 
bridges  over  the  torrent  of  the  Doire 
and  abuts  against  the  rocks  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  AUee  Blanche,  below  the 
chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Garrison, 
there  taking  the  regular  track  from 
the  AUee  Blanche  to  Courmayeur. 

e.  An  Inn  has  now  been  built  on  the 
Mont  Fr^ty,  2^  hrs.  firom  Courmayeur, 
at  the  southern  base  of  the  Col  du 
Oecmt;  complaints  made  of  its  deamess 
1861.  From  thenoe,  or  even  from 
Conrmayeur,  a  mountaineer  will  find 
no  difficulty  in  reaching  the  summit 
of  the  Col,  which  is  mteresting  as 
well  for  the  magnificent  view  which  it 
commands  as  for  its  associations  wiUi 
the  history  of  Alpine  adventure  since 
the  time  of  Sanssure.  The  guide  will 
not  fail  to  point  out  the  scene  of  the 
&tal  accident  of  I860,  wherein  3  Eng- 
lish travellers  and  one  of  their  guides 


—Fr^eric  Tairraz,  of  Chamduiii — 
were  lost  in  descending  the  CoL  Th^e 
disaster,  as  was  clearly  explained  hj 
Professor  Tyndall,  who  carefully  exa- 
mined the  spot  and  inquired  into  the 
facts,  arose  altogether  from  the  fact 
that  the  rope  to  which  the  3  tired 
travellers  were  attached  was  not  like- 
wise fiutened  round  die  body  of  each 
guide,  but  merely  held  in  one  hand.  In 
such  a  position,  if  one  or  more  of  the 
party  slip  on  difficult  ground,  the 
guides  have  not  their  arms  free  to 
use  the  alpenstock  or  hatchet,  and,  to 
save  themselves,  they  let  go  tbe  rope, 
when,  if  their  limbs  were  fr«e,  they 
might  easily  arrest  the  descent  of  the 
others. 

5  routes  diverge  frv>m  Courmayeur: 
1,  to  Aosta}  2,  to  the  Great  St.  Ber- 
nard (Rte.  137);  3,  the  little  St. 
Bernard  (Rte.  149)  ;  4,  the  C<d  de  la 
Seigae  to  Chamouni  (Rte.  139);  5, 
the  Col  Fenex  to  Martigny  (B.  189). 
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Distance,  1 1  hours'  walk  to  the  Hoe- 
pice  ;  about  6  h.  thence  to  Aosta. 

This  pass  is  more  remarkable  in  an 
historic  and  romantic  point  of  view— 
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on  account  of  its  Hospice,  monks,  and 
doffs — than  for  its  scenery,  which  is 
in&rior  to  that  on  most  of  the  other 
great  passes.  Guides,  mules,  and 
chars  may  be  hired  at  Martigny, 
Orsi^res,  or  liddes :  the  chcSyeSf 
fixed  by  tariff,  are  high— 30  fr.  for 
a  char  from  Martigpiy  to  Liddes, 
and  a  mole  thence  to  the  hospice,  in- 
cluding return  to  Martigny.  As  for 
as  ProK,  beyond  Liddes,  a  practicable 
char-road  was  completed  by  thespirited 
Yalaisans  in  1850.  Thence  the  ascent 
to  the  hospice  is  made  on  mules,  the 
road  beyond  being  impracticable,  at 
present,  for  any  sort  of  carriaffe. 
There  is  also  a  char-road  on  Uie 
Italian  side  fh)m  St.  Remy  to  Aosto : 
the  intervening  space  is  only  a  mule- 
mth,  but,  as  there  are  great  facilities 
for  completing  the  TotSi  between  the 
Hospice  and  St.  Remy,  it  is  by  no 
means  improbable  that  tdie  road  may 
be  made  practicable  for  chars  in  a 
few  years. 

From  Martigny  (Rte.  56)  the  road 
passes  through  Bourg-Martigny,  and 
shortly  after  crosses  the  Dnmse  to 
itsLbank.  The  bed  of  this  river  still 
exhibits,  in  the  rocks  and  stones  with 
which  it  is  strewn,  evidence  of  the 
devastation  occasioned  in  1818,  by 
the  bursting  of  a  h^e  in  the  valley  of 
Bttnes.    See  Bte.  ISe. 

Here  the  road  leaves  the  path  to 
Chamonni  on  the  rt,  and  continues 
a^  the  course  of  the  Dranse  to  the 
miserable  villages  of  Yalette  and 
Boavemier.  Soon  after  the  river  is 
recrossed,  and  the  road  contumes  on 
its  rt  bank  in  the  deep  valley  of  the 
Dranse.  In  one  part  the  denle  is  so 
narrow  that  it  was  found  neoessarv 
to  cut  a  Ttmnei  200  ft  long  through 
the  rock.  Emerging  from  it,  see  1. 
the  ruins  of  a  Convent  overwhelmed 
with  rubbish  brought  down  by  the 
bursting  of  the  lake,  1818.  Bouver- 
nier  was  saved  from  the  same  fate  by 
a  projecting  mass  of  rock.  Beyond 
it  the  road  soon  after  recrosses  the 
river,  and  aseends  on  the  1.  bank  to 

8t  Breaukier,  another  dirty  village 
at  the  foot  of  Mont   Catogne,  si- 


toated  at  the  confluence  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Dranse,  one  coming 
from  the  Yal  de  Bagnes,  the  other 
from  the  Yal  Entremont  and  St. 
Bernard.    {Itm :  Croix,  cheap.) 

Above  St.  Branchier  there  are  some 
fine  scenes  in  the  Yal  d'Entremont, 
but  none  strikingly  mnd  ;  it  has  the 
general  character  of  an  Alpine  valley, 
and  nothing  that  deseryes  to  be  par- 
ticularly remembered.  The  Dranse 
is  twice  crossed  before  reaching 

OraUres,  Inn :  H.  des  Alpes,  pretty 
good  and  moderate.  Here  V al  Ferrex 
opens  into  the  Yal  Entremont^  and 
the  path  which  leads  to  the  Yal 
Eerrex  turns  off  on  the  rt  (Bte.  137). 

gn  going  from  Orsidres  to  Chamouni, 
e  pedestrian  may  take  a  pleasant 
path  to  Trient  (Bte.  141)  by  the 
vall^and  lake  of  CJiamp6,  lying  to 
the  W.  of  the  Mont  Catogne  J 

Beyond  Orsi^res  there  is  a  fine 
view,  and  the  scenery  becomes  rather 
more  wild.  The  torrent  can  seldom 
be  seen  in  the  deep  gorge  which  it 
has  made  its  course,  but  there  is 
nothing  very  striking  in  the  scenery. 

Ziddes  (Inns:  H.  Yictoria,  H.  d'An- 
gleterre,  tolerable  and  clean  ;  none 
good). 

12  fr.  is  often  demanded  for  a 
char  to  Martigny,  but  one  may 
generally  be  procured  for  8  fr.  The 
charge  for  each  mule  fr^>m  Liddes 
to  the  hospice  is  6  fr.,  and  a  dcmceur 
to  the  boy  who  returns  with  the  mule. 
Beyond  Xiddes  the  char-road  has 
now  been  carried  to  a  small  inn  on 
the  plain  of  Pros. 

8t,  Pierre  is  a  dirty,  wretched 
village,  but  it  has  inscriptions  enough 
to  support  some  claims  to  antiauity 
A  mUitary  column,  dedicated  to 
the  younger  Constantine,  is  placed 
here.  The  Charch  dates  from  the  11th 
century. 

The  brothers  Ballay,  of  St  Pierre, 
are    bold   chasseurs    and   excellent 

fuides  for  any  expeditions  in  the 
igher  Alps  of  this  district  In  1858 
they  discovered  a  new  route  to  the 
summit  of  the  Grand  Combin.  (See 
Bte.  136.) 
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On  leaying  SL  Pierre  the  road 
crosses  a  deep  abyss,  through  which 
the  Dranse  forces  its  way  into  the 
▼alley  below.  The  road  to  the  hos- 
pice leaves  on  the  1.  a  torrent  which 
aescends  from  the  Val  Sorey,  in  which 
there  is,  not  far  from  St.  Pierre,  a 
magnificent  cascade. 

The  road  formerly  led  through  the 
forest  of  St.  Pierre,  by  a  path  among 
the  rocks  and  roots  of  pines,  so  steep 
and  tortuous  that  Napoleon's  diffi- 
culties in  transporting  his  artillery 
were  here,  perhaps,  the  greatest  that 
he  encountered  from  natural  obstacles 
during  his  extraordinary  expedition 
in  1800  across  these  Alps.  The 
Valaisans  have  cut  an  excellent 
road  along  the  precipices  which  over- 
hang the  deep  course  of  the  Dranse, 
avoiding  the  steep  rises  and  falls 
of  the  old  road,  and  leading  the 
traveller  by  a  safe  path  through  a 
savage  defile. 

Bevond  the  forest,  where  the  pines 
and  the  larches  are  stunted  from  their 
elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
the  traveller  arrives  at  some  pas- 
turages where  there  are  many  chalets. 
The  enormous  mass  of  the  Mont  Velan 
appears  to  forbid  further  progress: 
some  of  its  fine  glaciers,  particularly 
that  of  Menouve,  stream  down  into 
the  plain  of  Prozy  where,  amidst  the 
shelter  of  surrounding  mountains, 
nimierous  herds  gather  the  rich  herb- 
age of  this  Alpine  pasturage.  The 
road  ceases  about  2  hours  below  the 
Hospice  at  the  little  Inn  called  the 
Cantine  de  Froz, 

[From  this  the  ascent  and  descent 
of  Mont  Velan  can  be  made  in  12  hrs. 
or  less;  Andre  Dorsat,  who  kept  the 
Cantine,  and  was  an  excellent  guide, 
is  now  dead,  but  his  son  worthily  suc- 
ceeds to  his  reputation.  It  was  first 
ascended  in  1825,  since  which  up  to 
1856  only  11  ascents  have  been 
made. 

The  first  part  of  the  ascent  is  up 
the  pastures  of  the  Montagne  de 
Prou :  these  passed,  a  little  rock-work 
follows ;  then  the  Olacier  de  Frou, 
which  ruBS  down  in  the  direction 
of  the    St.    Bernard,   is    traversed* 


and  in  about  3^  hrs.  from  the  Can- 
tine the  main  body  of  the  Velan  is 
reached,  which  rises  in  a  wall  of  rock, 
perhaps  2000  ft.  high.  It  is  difficult 
and  laborious,  hardly  dangerous;  but 
there  is  only  one  accessible  point,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  have  a  guide  who 
knows  it.  Hitherto  every  ascent  has 
been  made  with  the  Dorsats,  father 
or  son :  the  young  man  is  a  first-rate 

fuide,  his  charge  is  20  frs.  for  the 
ay.  The  top  of  the  mountain  is  a 
saadle-shapea  plain  of  snow,  perhaps 
i  m.  in  length.  The  entire  ascent, 
including  a  halt  for  breakfast,  will 
take  a  good  walker  6  hrs.  Three  hrs. 
is  enough  for  the  descent  to  the  Can- 
tine; but  it  is  much  better  to  de- 
scend by  the  glacier  and  valley  of 
Valsorey  to  St  Pierre.  This  will 
take  from  4  to  5  hrs.,  and,  for  the 
exquisite  beauty  of  the  glacier  itself, 
ana  grandeur  of  the  near  scenery — it 
does  not  command  distant  views — ^the 
route  is  scarcely  to  be  surpassed  in 
the  Alps.  It  lies  between  Mont  Velan 
and  Mont  Combin.  The  descent  is 
along  the  crest  of  rocks  which  bounds 
the  glacier  on  the  side  of  Italy,  and 
very  st«ep;  and  there  is  some  rough 
climbing  down  the  rocks  or  over  the 
ice.] 

On  rising  above  the  plain  of  Proz 
the  path  to  the  Hospice  enters  another 
defile,  and  beyond  it  another  summer 
pasturage,  steep  and  rugged;  the 
scenes  l^Bcome  more  sterile  and  drear}-, 
another  ravine  is  passed,  and  the  sum- 
mit is  approached.  At  length,  after 
crossing  some  beds  of  snow,  the  soli- 
tary walls  of  the 

Hospice  appear,  and  the  traveller 
reaches,  on  the  very  crest  of  the  pass, 
this  dwelling  in  the  clouds,  8200 
English  feet  above  the  sea-level. 

Here,  in  the  practice  of  the  most 
disinterested  benevolence,  lives  this 
community  of  Religieux^  who  devote 
the  best  time  of  their  life,  when  man 
is  most  susceptible  of  his  powers  for 
its  enjoyment,  to  the  service  of  their 
fellow-men;  those  whose  pursuits 
oblige  them  to  traverse  these  dreary 
fields  in  seasons  of  danger,  when,  with- 
out such  aid  and  protection,  hundreds 
must  perish. 


Pie^'  4r  SatXjy.     ItOtTTE  135. — GREAT  ST.  BERNARD.      HOSPICE, 


The  Hospice  is  a  massive  stone 
building,  well  adapted  to  its  perilous 
situation,  which  is  on  the  very  nighest 
point  of  the  pass,  where  it  Is  exposed 
to  tremendous  storms  from  the  N.K 
and  S.W.  On  the  N.W.  it  is  sheltered 
by  the  Jfont  Cheneiiettaz,  and  in  an 
opposite  direction  by  the  Mont  Mart. 
fDiere  is  no  mountain  which  bears  the 
name  of  the  St.  Bernard.  Like  that 
of  the  St  Gothard,  the  name  is  only 
given  to  the  pass.  The  chief  building 
is  capable  of  accommodating  70  or  80 
travellers  with  beds;  300  may  be  shel- 
tered; and  between  500  and  600  have 
received  assistance  in  one  day.  Be- 
sides this,  there  is  a  house,  called  Hdtel 
St  Louis,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way,  built  as  a  place  of  refiige  in 
case  of  fire — an  event  which  has  twice 
happened  here  since  the  foundation  of 
the  establishment 

The  ground-floor  of  the  main  build- 
ing consists  of  stabling,  store-room 
for  wood,  fodder,  &c.  A  flight  of 
steps  leads  up  to  the  principal  entrance 
In  the  first  floor  of  the  building,  where 
a  lone  corridor  connects  the  offices, 
&c.,  with  the  chapeL  Another  corridor 
on  the  floor  above  leads  to  the  dor- 
mitories, the  refectory,  the  gallery  of 
the  chapel,  &c.  The  Drawing-nxnn, 
appropriated  to  the  reception  of 
strangers,  especially  ladies,  is  entered 
from  the  stairs  between  the  two  cor- 
ridors. Here  brethren  do  the  honours 
to  their  visitors. 

The  Clcnxmdier  (or  Bnrsar),  the 
commissary  of  the  establishment,  is 
the  brother  who  usually  presides  at 
the  hours  of  11^  and  6,  dinner  and 
supper.  Gentlemen  dine  or  sup  with 
all  the  monks  in  their  refectory. 

The  room  appropriated  to  visitors 
is  large  and  convenient;  it  is  hung 
with  many  drawings  and  prints,  pre- 
sents sent  by  travellers  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  kind  attentions  which 
they  had  received  from  the  brethren. 
The  piano  was  a  present  from 
H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  is 
not  a  little  prized  ;  the  harmonium  is 
a  present  from  the  composer  Blumen- 
thal.  Attached  to  this  room  is  a 
cabinet,  in  which  a  day,  unfavourable 
•  for  out-door  enjoyment,  may  be  parsed 
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with  interest  and  pleasure.  It  con- 
tains collections  of  the  plants,  insects, 
and  minerals  of  the  Alps,  and  many 
relics  of  the  Temple  deoicated  to  Ju- 
piter, which  formerly  stood  on  this 
pass,  near  to  the  site  of  the  hospice. 
These  antiquities  consist  of  votive 
tablets,  ana  figures,  in  bronze,  and 
other  metals,  and  materials,  arms, 
coins,  &c.,  and  are  curiously  illus- 
trative of  the  early  worship  on  this 
mountain,  and  the  intercourse  esta- 
blished over  this  pass.  No  trace 
whatever  now  remains  of  the  temple, 
though  these  relics  are  found  u^4 
what  is  known  to  have  been  its  site. 
Steps  cut  in  the  rock  may  yet  be  seen, 
which  led  up  to  the  spot  upon  which 
the  temple  stood. 

The  system  of  purveyance  for  the 
hospital  seems  to  be  well  regulated. 
Supplies  come  from  Aosta  and  the 
neighbouring  villages.  Their  winter 
store  of  hay  for  their  cows  is  so  valu- 
able that  the  mules  which  ascend 
from  either  side  with  travellers  gene- 
rally bring  their  own  hay,  or  supply 
themselves  from  a  vender  established 
in  the  convent,  at  a  higher  rate  than 
below.  Wood  for  firing  is  one  of  the 
most  important  necessaries  to  them. 
Not  a  stick  grows  within  2  leagues,  and 
all  the  fuel  supplied  to  the  convent 
is  brought  from  the  forest  which  be- 
longs to  it  in  the  Yal  Ferrex,  a 
distance  of  nearly  4  leagues.  The 
consumption  of  wood  at  the  convent 
is  considerable,  for,  at  the  great  ele- 
vation of  the  hospice,  water  boils  at 
about  190  degrees,  which  is  so  much 
less  favourable  for  the  cooking  of 
meat  than  at  212  degrees,  that  it  re* 
quires  5  hrs.  to  effect  that  which,  at  a 
less  elevation,  may  be  done  in  3  hrs. 
They  have  adopted  stoves  for  warming 
the  convent  with  hot  air. 

The  Chapel  of  the  hospice  is  gene- 
rally well  attended  on  Sundays  and 
Festas,  when  the  weather  is  not  unfa- 
vourable, by  the  peasants  from  the 
neighbouring  valleys  and  Alp  pas- 
tures. It  contains  we  grave  of  Gene- 
ral Dessaix,  who  fell  at  Marengo,  after 
having  contributed  mainly  to  that 
victory:  the  monument  was  erected 
by  Napoleon. 

t3 
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In  the  cbapel  there  \b  a  box,  where 
donations  in  aid  of  the  {hnda  of  the 
establishment  are  pat,  and  travellers 
idio  receire  its  hospitalities  offer  their 
acknowledgments  in  a  sum  not  less 
than  they  would  hare  paid  for  snch  ac- 
conmiodation  at  an  inn.  The  payment 
thns  made  b^  those  who  can  afford  it 
ought  to  be  m  a  more  liberal  deeree, 
because  that  excess  aids  the  monks  to 
extend  ti^eir  assistance  to  poor  and 
destitute  trayellers,  a  very  numerous 
class  of  claimants  upon  them,  fh)m  the 
great  intercourse  which  exists  by  this 
pass  between  Switzerland  and  Italy. 

Visitors  universally  acknowledge 
•  the  kind  and  courteous  attention 
which  they  receive  from  those  ex- 
pellent  men.  They  are  freely  com- 
municative about  iheir  establish- 
ment, and  conversation  has  no  re- 
fttraint  but  in  the  respect  which  their 
^aracters  demand.  The  Unguage 
used  by  them  is  French,  though  there 
are  Italians  and  Germans  among 
them.  They  are  well  informed  upon 
most  si^jects,  and  intelligent  upon 
tJiose  in  which  their  situation  nas 
been  favourable  to  their  acquiring  in- 
formation. The  periodical  works  of 
some  ac»demio  bodies  and  institutions 
are  sent  to  them,  and  they  have  a 
small  library,  which  is  chiefly  iheo- 
logicaL  During  their  short  sununers, 
their  intercourse  with  well-informed 
travellers  is  extensive,  which  is  shown 
in  the  names  and  notices  left  by  tra- 
Tellers  in  the  albums  preserved  oare- 
Ailly  by  the  brethren  at  the  hospice. 
There  are  usually  10  or  12  brethren 
of  the  Augustine  order,  and  a  number 
•ofassistant  lay  brethren  (marronniers), 
here.  They  are  all  young  men,  who 
enter  upon  this  devoted  service  at  18. 
.The  severities  of  the  weather  in  the 
winter,  at  this  height,  often  impair 
their  health,  and  they  are  driven  to 
retire  to  a  lower  and  more  genial 
clime,  with  broken  constitutions  and 
ruined  health.  Even  in  the  summer 
it  has  happened  that  the  ice  has  never 
melted  in  the  lake  on  the  summit, 
and  in  some  years  (1816)  not  a  week 
has  passed  without  snow  fiUling. 
It  always  freezes  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, even  in  the  height  of  summer, 


and  the  hospice  is  mely  fovr  montlis 
dear  of  deep  snow.  Around  the 
building  it  averages  7  or  8  feet, 
and  the  drifts  sometimes  rest  against 
it,  and  accumulate  to  the  height  of  40 
feet.  The  severest  oold  recorded  is 
29<>  below  zero  of  Fahrenheit:  it  baa 
often  been  observed  at  18<»  and  20o  be* 
low.  The  ^^reatest  heat  has  been 
68<»  in  the  height  of  summer. 

«*  The  monScs  have  a  deep  cellar 
wh^re  they  keep  dieir  wine,  &o.  un- 
frosen,  althougn  the  thermometer 
often  descends  to  20°  of  B6aumnr,  or 
*]3°  of  our  scale.  Fresh  meat  is 
easily  procured  in  the  summer  from  the 
valleys,  but  for  winter  they  lay  up  a 
store  of  salted  and  pressed  meat.  They 
also  keep  a  number  of  cows  to  supply 
them  With  milk,  butter,  and  cheese. 
One  only  is  kept  up  at  ^  hospice 
during  the  winter :  the  rest  are  sent 
to  Martigny,  and  their  produce  car- 
ried up  in  the  solid  form.  The  monks 
are  also  obliged  to  kee^  45  horses  all 
the  yesr,  in  order  to  bring  wood  from 
a  forest  3  leagues  o£  This  employ- 
ment lasts  for  2  m<mths  during  sum- 
mer, hence  the  wood  must  be  l>y  far 
the  most  expensive- article.  Travel- 
lers are  passmg  every  day  during  the 
winter,  notwit&tandmg  the  peiSs  of 
such  a  pass  at  such  times.  These 
persons,  when  they  arrive  at  a  certain 
house  not  fiir  from  the  summit,  are 
desired  to  wait  till  the  following 
momine,  when  a  servant  and  a  dog 
descend  from  the  top  to  this  kind  of 
refuge,  and  take  up  all  the  persons 
assembled,the  servant  being  conducted 
b^  the  dog,  who,  it  af^ars,  never 
misses  his  way,  but,  entirely  hidden, 
except  his  tail,  in  the  snow,  directs  the 
march  of  the  whole  cavalcade.  The 
stories  about  the  monks  going  out 
searching  for  lost  travellers,  and  the 
doffs  carryiog  wine,  are  false  in  toto, 
and  the  proof  is,  that  such  proceeding 
is  impossible,  for  as  great  difficulty 
exists  to  the  monks  roaming  about  as 
to  the  travellers.  This  labour  of  the 
dogs  is  so  great,  that  their  life  never 
exceeds  9  years,  owinff  to  attacks  of 
rheumatism,  which  is  the  bane  of  both 
dog  and  man  up  herew  The  mfirm 
dogs  are  generally  killed.    If  the  feet 
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of  the  pemms  are  fimnd  frozen,  ihev 
are  hamediately  nibbed  8troo|^ly  with 
snow  or  with  a  stunulating  omtment 
If  neither  nieceed*  the  mortified  part 
Ib  immediately  ampatatod  bj  one  of 
the  monka^  who  studies  mediciBe  a 
little.  If]ieoeaaaryi8tocktnes»&c,are 
ffiTen  to  the  poor.  No  dead  bo^y  has 
oesn  laffc  unclaimed  for  two  years  past, 
so  that  theie  was  no  addition  to  the 
morgue.  The  snow  is  generally  30 
ft  deiep  in  winter.  There  are  generally 
5  or  6  dews  at  the  hospiee.  Tradition 
reports  that  they  are  a  cross  between 
the  Newfbondland  and  the  Pyrwiean. 
In  the  year  1825  all  the  dogs  and  3  ser* 
▼ants  (sent  on  this  occasion  together — 
an  OnusttsI  oecnrrenoe)  were  destroyed 
by  an  avalanche.  Luckily  the  monks 
had  reeently  given  away  a  couple  of 
dogs,  which  were  returned  to  them,  or 
the  breedwould  have  been  lost.  lOser- 
▼ants  are  kept  in  winter,  and  8  in  sum- 
mer,  of  whom  2  descend  daily  to  the 
reliiges  to  bring  up  travellers,  from 
the  month  of  Gtstooer  to  the  end  of 
April,  the  time  of  course  varying  ac- 
oordiag  to  the  season.  Few  of  the 
monks  are  able  to  stand  the  climate 
for  more  than  15  years;  but  there  is 
no  stated  time  for  which  they  devote 
themselveB  ;  each  stavs  as  Ions  as  he 
U  able,  being  allowed  30  days  recre- 
ation--15  at  a  time--at  a  mMdiary 
house  at  Martigny,  where  also  they 
descend  when  no  lonm  able  to  live  at 
the  St  Bernard,  or  d^  they  go  to  the 
hospice  on  the  Simplon.  We  break- 
fasted with  9  monkL  Service  is  per- 
formed in  the  chapel  at  4^  a-m.  in 
summer,  and  5  in  winter,  and  at  8  P.11. 
all  the  year  round. 

**  The  times  at  whidi  the  poor  tra- 
vellers pass  in  greatest  numbers  dur- 
ing the  winter,  are  in  November,  Fe- 
bruary, March,  and  AyriL  As  many 
as  2000  per  month  will  pass  in  Febru- 
arr  and  March,  because  the  poor  in- 
habitants of  the  valleys  are  then  going 
o«t  to  seek  work  $  in  November  they 
come  home  with  money  in  their 
pockets."  In  the  course  of  1844, 19,000 
travellers  passed  over  the  mountain. 

**  The  scene  from  the  W.  end  of  the 
hospice  looking  towards  Italy  is  sterile 
.  and  dreary ;  patehes  of  snow  are  seen 


on  the  sides  of  the  mountmns,  which 
sweep  down  to  the  lake  ;  and  ike  Pain 
de  SucrCf  a  pinnacled  mountain  en  the 
other  side  of  the  Vacherie,  with  its 
rocks  and  snows,  adds  to  its  wUdness 
and  desolation. 

«  A  column  opposite  to  the  middle 
of  the  water  marks  the  boimdary  of 
Piedmont  and  the  Y  alais ;  above  and 
beyond  it,  is  the  little  plain  of  Jupiter, 
where  a  temple  formerly  stood,  and 
from  which  a  Boman  road  led  down 
on  the  Piedmontese  side  of  Uie  pass. 
This  road  may  be  easily  traced  in  the 
hewn  rock,  and  the  remains  of  a  mas- 
sive pavement ;  but  not  a  vestige  of 
the  temple  is  left  above  the  surface. 

"From  the  fragments  which  have 
been  found  it  appears  to  have  been  <i 
Boman  work  of  a  time  probably  not 
earlier  than  that  of  Augustus.  The 
period  of  the  substitution  of  a  military 
column  for  the  statue  of  Jupiter,  under 
the  younger  Constantino,  m  the  year 
339,  was  probably  not  that  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  temple;  for  medals  of 
the  children  of  Theodosius,  50  years 
later,  have  been  found  there. 

**  The  first  foundation  of  the  hos- 
pice has  been  attributed  by  some  to 
Louisle  D^bonnaire,  by  others  to  Char- 
lemagne. There  is  historical  evidence 
that  a  monastery  existed  on  the  Great 
St  Bernard  before  the  year  851. 

-**  The  present  hospice  was  founded 
in  962,  bpr  Bernard,  who  was  bom  of 
a  noble  nmilv  of  Savoy,  at  the  cha- 
teau of  Menthon,  on  the  lake  of  An- 
necy.  A  determination  at  an  early 
age  to  devote  himself  to  an  ecclesias- 
tical life  induced  him  to  desert  his 
home  and  go  to  Aosta,  of  which  city 
he  afterwards  became  srchdeacon. 
While  residing  there,  his  frequent 
intercourse  with  pUgrims  and  tra- 
vellers probably  suggested  to  him  as 
a  work  of  mercv  the  restoration  of 
the  convent  of  the  Mont  Joux,  and 
the  estobliahment  of  another  similar. 
He  became  the  founder  of  both 
houses,  gave  to  them  the  name,  and 
placed  uem  under  the  protection,  of 
ids  favourite  saint,  Nicolas  de  M^ra, 
as  tutelanr  patron  of  these  establish- 
ments. By  degrees,  and  after  the 
canonization  of  Bernard,  his  nanie 
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superseded  that  of  all  others,  and 
has  continued  attached  to  the  hos- 
pice since  1123.  The  attempt  of 
Constantine  to  destroy  the  worship 
of  Jupiter  had  not  entirely  succeeded; 
but  St.  Bernard  rooted  out  the  re- 
mains of  paganism,  and  founded  an 
establishment  for  active  beneyolence, 
to  which  thousands  haye  been  in- 
debted. He  died  in  1008,  after  having 
governed  the  convent  upwards  of  40 
years.  For  some  time  after  the  death 
of  St.  Bernard  the  hospice  was  ex- 
posed to  frequent  outrages  from  bar- 
barians who  traversed  the  mountains; 
and  its  records  of  the  11th  century 
present  a  succession  of  calamities. 

'*In  the  contests  of  the  emperor 
Frederic  Barbarossa  with  pope  Alex- 
ander III.  and  Humbert  count  of 
Maurlenne,  diplomas  of  protection 
were  given  by  tnem  for  the  security  of 
persons  and  property  belonging  to  the 
monastery.  It  was  one  of  the  very 
few  objects  in  which  emperors,  sove- 
reigpa  pontiffs,  and  other  disting^uished 
persons,  disputed  the  glory  of  fostering 
and  protectmg  a  foundation  so  impor- 
tant to  humanity.  It  soon  acquired 
great  celebrity  and  opulence.  As  early 
as  1177,  it  had,  in  various  dioceses,  88 
benefices,  in  priories,  cures,  chateaux, 
and  farms;  it  had  lands  in  Sicily,  in 
Flanders,  and  in  England.  Its  cli- 
max of  riches  and  importance  was 
in  1480,  when  it  possessed  98  cures 
alone.  Subsequently,  however,  the 
Beformation,  political  changes  in  the 
states,  loss  ot  distant  property,  dis- 
putes with  the  popes,  with  the  neigh- 
bouring states,  and  with  each  other, 
drove  the  monks  of  St.  Bernard  to 
seek  even  eleemosynary  assistance. 
The  very  land  upon  which  their  noble 
duties  are  performed  has  been  the 
subject  of  disputes  between  the  neigh- 
'bouring  states.  Sardinia  claimed  it 
as  within  a  frontier  extending  to  the 
bridge  of  Kudri,  on  the  northern 
side;  but  the  Valaisans  established  a 
claim  to  it  as  within  the  diocese  of 
Sion,  by  bulls  of  the  popes  from 
Leo  IX.  to  Benolt  XIY.  The  hos- 
pice, therefore,  stands  within  the 
canton  of  the  Valais;  but  its  autho- 
rity extends  only  to  the  middle  of  the 


lake,  on  the  borders  of  which  a  co^ 
lumn  is  fixed  as  a  line  of  demarcation ; 
and  the  excellent  brethren  of  St. 
Bernard  had  not  only  all  their  pro- 
perty within  the  state  of  Saroinia 
taken  from  them,  but  they  were  ac- 
tually taxed  by  this  state  ibr  the  use 
which  they  made  of  the  summer  pas- 
turage of  the  Yaoherie.  Very  httle 
property  in  land  still  belongs  to  the 
nospice;  a  vineyard  at  Clarens,  and 
a  farm  at  Roche,  in  the  Pa^  de 
Vaud,  are  the  principal:  their  re- 
sources are  small,  and  in  aid  of  them 
collections  are  regularly  made  in  the 
Swiss  cantons;  out  this  has  been 
sometimes  abused  by  impostors,  who 
have  collected  as  the  agents  of  the  hoa- 
pice." — Brockadon's  Peases  of  tks  Alps, 

Buonaparte  rather  impoyeriahed 
than  enriched  the  monks.  It  was 
true  that  he  had  assisted  them  with 
donations,  but  his  claims  upon  their 
funds  had  exceeded  his  benefits  ; 
that  they  had  had  40  men  quartered 
upon  them  fbr  months  together,  and 
60,000  had  passed  in  one  season,  and 
all  these  had  been  assisted. 

The  duties  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
St  Bernard  and  their  servants  some- 
times lead  them  into  fatal  danger. 
On  the  17th  of  Dec  1825,  a  party 
of  3  domestics  of  the  convent,  or 
Marronniers — one  of  them  was  Victor, 
a  worthy  man,  well  remembered  by 
Alpine  travellers — went  out  with  2 
dogs,  on  the  side  of  the  Vacherie,  to 
search  at  a  dangerous  time  fbr  tra- 
vellers. They  met  one,  with  whom 
they  were  returning  to  the  convent, 
when  an  avalanche  overwhehned  them, 
and  all  perished,  except  one  of  the 
do^  whose  prodip:ious  strength  and 
activity  enabled  it  to  eseape.  The 
bodies  of  poor  Victor  and  nis  com- 
panions were  found  only  after  the 
melting  of  the  snow  in  the  following 
summer.  Noy.  12,  1845,  the  Clayui- 
dier  and  3  servants  were  burled  be- 
neath an  enormous  avalanche  from 
the  Mont  Mort,  which  covered  them 
15  ft  deep,  and  all  perished. 

**  There  is  one  scene  of  melancholy 

interest  usually  visited  on    the   St 

Bernard — the  MorguSf  or  receptacle 

I  for  the  dead.    It  is  a  }ow  builoing  a 
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few  ^rards  from  the  E.  extremity  of 
the  conyent,  where  the  bodies  of  the 
unfortunate  yiotims  to  storms  and 
avalanches  in  these  mountains  have 
been  phiced.  They  haye  generally 
been  round  frozen,  and  pat  into  this 
horrid  receptacle  in  the  posture  in 
which  they  perished.  Here  many 
have  *  dried  up  and  withered,'  and 
on  some  even  the  clothes  have  re- 
mained after  18  yeeors ;  others  present 
a  horrid  as]^t,  some  of  the  bones  of 
the  head  being  blanched  and  exposed, 
whilst  black  mtegiiments  still  attach 
to  parts  of  the  hce.  Amone  the  vic- 
tims were  a  mother  and  child.  From 
the  rapid  evaporation  at  this  height, 
the  bodies  had  dried  withoat  the 
usual  decay.  In  a  walled  enclosure 
on  one  side  of  the  morgue  was  a 
great  accumulation  of  bones,  white, 
broken,  and  apparently  the  gather- 
ing of  centuries.  Upon  this  rocky 
and  froaen  soil  they  could  not  bury 
the  dead,  and,  probably,  as  they  dry 
up  without  ofience,  they  are  placed 
here  for  the  chance  of  recognition.'' — 
Peases  of  the  Alps. 

On  leavinff  the  hospice  to  descend 
to  the  Yal  d'Aosta,  tne  path  skirts 
the  lake,  and  passes  between  it  and 
the  Plain  de  Jupiter.  A  little  be- 
yond the  end  of  toe  lake,  after  pass- 
ing through  a  short  defile,  the  scene 
opens  towards  Italy,  into  the  basin  of 
the 

Vaeherie^  where  the  cows  of  the 
convent  are  pastured.  The  road  turns 
abruptly  to  the  right,  and  sweeps 
round  the  basin  to  descend  gradually 
to  the  plain  below. 

The  view  on  first  looking  out  upon 
the  Vscherie,  from  the  gorge  in  the 
Mont  Mort,  is  very  fine,  the  moun- 
tains on  the  opposite  side  being  sub- 
lime in  form  and  eleration:  the  most 
striking  in  the  scene  is  the  Painds 
Sucrei  celebrated  by  Saussure. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  Vacherie 
the  path  winds  down  by  a  series  of 
zigzags,  and  thenoe  the  descent  is 
rapid  to 

8t.  Jtemxfn  a  dreary  little  village ; 
'.  /?tii  yvrj^  fair.     Here  return  chars 


to  Aosta  may  generally  be  obtained  for 
10  francs.  Travellers  who  leave  Aosta 
to  visit  the  hospice,  in  a  char  for  St. 
Remy,  and  intend  to  return,  cause  it 
to  wait  for  them  there  for  four  or  six 
hours,  and  pay  20  francs  for  the  char 
for  the  day,  with  a  buona-mano  to  the 
postilion.  But  it  generally  happens 
that  the  traveller  crosses  the  moun- 
tain, in  which  case  he  pays  from  1*2 
to  14  francs  for  the  char,  and  the 
postilions  wait  till  the  evening  for 
customers  descending  from  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  and  it  is  seldom  that 
they  are  disappointed  in  a  fare. 

Here  the  passports  are  examined, 
and  the  Piedmontese  custom-house 
is  placed.  From  St.  Bemy  the  road 
descends,  with  little  interest  in  the 
scenery,  to 

Si.  Of/en. 

At  Utroubhs,  the  St  Bernard 
branch  of  the  Buttier  is  crossed,  and 
the  road  descends  to  the  village  of 
Oiffnod,  where  the  vegetation  TOgins 
to  luxuriate,  and  the  Italian  side  of 
the  mountain  is  ielt  and  seen.  Here 
there  is  a  fine  peep  into  the  Yal  Pel- 
Una.  From  Gignod  to  the  city  of 
Aosta,  the  richness  of  the  scenery  is 
constantly  increasing.  Trellised  vines 
and  Indian  com  mark  the  approach 
to  the  Yal  d' Aosta;  and  the  first 
view  of  the  city  and  the  valley,  in  the 
descent  from  the  St  Bernard,  where 
the  background  is  filled  with  the  mag- 
nificent lorms  and  snowy  summits  of 
the  mountains  above  the  Yal  deCogne, 
is  very  fine  indeed. 

Aosta  (Rte.  134> 
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XARTIGNY  TO  AOSTA,  BY  THE  TAL  DE 
BAONES,  THE  OOL  DES  FEN^TBES, 
AND  YAL  PELLINA. 

Hartigny.  Hoom. 

St  BraocUer,  cliar>road  .  2# 

Chables li 

I/mrUer li 

GetroB,  brkUe-road     •    .  ai 

Torembeo 2 

ValpelUoa 8 

Aosta,  diAr>xxMul   ...  8 

Uartigny  to  8U  Branohier  (Bto.  135). 

From  St.  Branchier  a  good  mule- 
track  leads  up  the  YaUey  of  Bagnes, 
which  is  Yery  fertile,  to  Chablett  the 
principal  Yillitfe  in  the  Yalley,  where 
there  is  a  touA  but  Yery  fidr  eoontry 
Irm,  kept  by  Fierre  Perrodin.  Here 
the  glacier  of  Getros  comes  into 
sight.  The  Yalley  is  narrow,  abound- 
ing in  gorges,  and  o0ering  many 
fine  scenes  to  the  pencil  of  the 
traYeller.  At  Chanmste  a  small  /iw, 
1865.  Thechar-roaaendsat  Zeurtior, 
}  hr.  further  (no  regular  inn).  AboYe 
this  place  the  gorge  of  the  Dranoe  be- 
comes still  narrower.  It  opens  out 
somewhat  at  the  junction  of  the 
stream  flowing  firom  the  Qlaci&r  ofCor^ 
haaaUre^  a  &T^t  glacier  filling  the  W. 
branch  of  the  Yalley  on  the  K.  side 
of  the  peak  of  the  Grand  Oombm,  or 
Oraffeneire.  This,  the  gpiant  of  this 
part  of  the  Pennine  chain,  14,134  ft. 
in  height,  is  known  in  the  Val  de 
Bi^es  only  by  the  name  Orafie- 
neire,  the  name  Mont  Combin  being 
giYOn  to  a  lower  peak  on  the  W.  side 
of  the  glacier  of  Corbassifere.  The 
summit  was  first  reached  in  1857  by 
two  chasseurs  of  Lourtier,  and  later 
in  the  same  year  by  Mr.  W.  Mathews, 
who  had  preYiouslY  ascended  the 
Combin  de  Corbassiere  (see  *  Peaks, 
Passes,  and  Glaciers  *).  Two  brothers 
named  Ballay,  of  St.  Pierre,  discoYered 
a  new  way  to  the  summit  in  1858  by 
the  Col  de  la  Maison  Blanche,  N.E.  of 
the  glacier  of  Valsorey.  Not  more 
than  7  or  8  ascents  have  been  made. 
Very  poor  accommodation  is  found 
in  the  chAlets  of  Corbassiere. 

Following  the  main  Yalley  from  Lour- 


tier, in  about  1(  hr.  the  path  ] 
Pont  de  MauYoisin,  a  lofty  stone- 
arched  bridee,  at  the  upper  limit  of 
trees,  by  which  you  pass  from  die 
rt.  to  the  L  bank  of  the  Dranee,  ad- 
joining a  small  hamlet,  not  fur  beknr 
the  glaciers  of  Gktroa. 

IkbAele.  Here  has  been  bnQt  an 
/fw,  which'promises  to  become  Yery 
faYonrite  quarters  for  mountaineeons, 
on  account  of  the  Yariety  of  exoarsions 
and  passes. 

The  descent  of  the  g^iers  of 
Getros  firom  the  Mont  Flenrenr 
was  the  came  of  the  interruption 
of  the  waters  of  the  Drance,  which 
formed  a  lake  and  burst  its  bounds  in 
1595,  carrying  o£f  in  its  destruetiYe 
course  more  than  140  persons  firom 
the  YsUey,  besides  houses  and  catde. 
A  more  recent  inundf  tion,  that  of 
8,  firom  a  similar  cause,  has  left 


1818, 

fearfiil  traces  of  its  oYerwhelming 
power.  Among  the  boulders  brought 
down  by  that  eYent,  is  one  whidi 
contains  aboYe  1400  onbicft;  and  the 
height  which  the  waters  then  at- 
tained is  yet  distinctly  marked  where 
the  land,  then  ooYered,  is  eren  now 


**  Vast  blocks  of  stone,"  ears 
Brockedon,  in  his  *  Excursions  in  the 
Alps,'  **  which  were  driYcn  and  de* 
posited  there  by  the  force  of  the 
waters,  now  strew  the  Yalley;  and 
sand  and  pebbles  present  an  arid  sur- 
face where  rich  pastiirag|»i  were  seen 
before  the  catastrophe.  The  quantity 
and  Yiolenoe  of  the  water  soddmly 
disengaged,  and  the  YelocitY  of  its 
descent,  presented  a  force  which  ^e 
mind  may  calculate,  but  cannot  con- 
ceive. 

"  In  the  accounts  which  haYe  been 
giYcn  of  this  cYent,  the  object  of  die 
writers  has  been  merely  to  describe 
the  catastrophe,  and  the  extent  of  its 
iniuries;  but  in  reading  the  account 
of  M.  Escher  de  lanth,  published  in 
the  Bib.  Uhw.  dt  Gen^  ScLetArU^ 
torn.  YiiL  p,  291,  I  was  most  forcibly 
struck  with  the  unparalleled  heroism 
of  the  brsYe  men  who  endeaYonrad  to 
aYert  the  evil,  by  opening  a  channel 
for  the  waters,  which  hul,  by  their 
ftflcnmnlation,   become   a   source  of 
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work,  render  their  efforts  abortive,  by 
rising  above  them*  Sometimes  dreaa- 
fnl  noises  were  heard,  as  the  pressure 
of  the  water  detached  masses  of  ice 
trom.  the  bottom,  which,  floating,  pre- 
sented so  mnch  of  their  bulk  above 
the  water  as  led  to  the  bc^ef  that 
some  of  them  were  70  ft  thick.  The 
men  persevered  in  their  fearful  duty 
without  any  serious  accident;  and 
though  su»Bring  severely  from  cold 
and  wet,  and  surrounded  by  dangers 
which  cannot  be  justly  describe^  by 
the  4th  of  June  they  had  accomplished 
an  opening  600  ft  longj  but  naving 
begun  their  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
dike  at  the  same  time,  the  place  where 
they  ought  to  have  met  was  20  ft. 
lower  on  one  side  of  the  lake  than  on 
the  other;  it  was  fortunate  that  lat- 
terly the  increase  of  the  perpendicular 
height  of  the  water  was  less,  owinff  to 
the  extension  of  its  surface.  They 
proceeded  to  level  the  highest  side  of 
the  tunnel,  and  completed  it  just  be- 
fore the  water  reached  them.  On  the 
evening  of  the  13th  the  water  began 
to  flow.  At  first  the  opening  was  not 
large  enouch  to  carry  off  the  supplies 
of  water  which  the  lake  reoeiveo,  and 
it  rose  2  ft.  above  the  tunnel;  but  this 
soon  enlar|;ed  from  the  action  of  the 
water,  as  it  melted  the  floor  of  the 
gallery,  and  the  torrent  rushed 
through.  In  32  hrs.  the  lake  sunk 
10  ft.,  and  during  the  following  24 
hrs.  20  ft.  more ;  in  a  few  days  it  would 
have  been  emptied;  for  the  floor 
melting,  and  bemg  driven  off  as  the 
water  escaped,  kept  itself  below  the 
level  of  the  water  within;  but  the 
cataract  which  issued  from  the  gal- 
lery melted  and  broke  up  also  a  liurgB 
portion  of  the  base  of  the  dike  which 
nad  served  as  its  buttress;  its  resist- 
ance decreased  faster  than  the  pres- 
sure of  the  lake  lessened,  and  at  4 
o'dock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  of 
June  the  dike  burst,  and  in  half  an 
hour  the  water  escaped  through  the 
breach,  and  left  the  lake  empty. 

**  The  greatest  accumulation  of 
water  had  been  800,000,000  of  cubic 
feet;  the  tunnel,  before  the  disruption, 
had  carried  off  nearly  330,000,000— 
Esoher   says,   270,000,000;    but   he 


terror  to  the  inhaUtaato  of  these 
valleys. 

*«  In  the  spring  of  1818  the  people 
of  the  valley  of  Bagnes  beoaine 
alarmed  on  oMervi^g  the  low  state  of 
the  waters  of  the  Brance,  at  a  season 
when  the  melting  of  the  snows  usu- 
ally enlarged  the  torrent;  and  this 
alum  was  increased  by  the  records  of 
similar  appearances  b^ore  the  dread- 
ful inundation  of  1595^  which  was 
then  occasioned  by  the  accumulation 
of  the  waters  behmd  the  debris  of  a 
glacier  that  formed  a  dam,  which  re- 
mained until  the  pressure  of  the  water 
burst  the  dike,  and  it  rushed  through 
the  valley,  leaving  desolation  in  its 
oomie. 

^In  April,  1818,  some  persons 
went  up  tne  valley  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  the  deficiency  of  water,  and 
they  discovered  that  vast  masses  of 
the  glaciers  of  Getros,  and  avalanches 
of  snow,  had  fallen  into  a  narrow  part 
of  the  valley  between  Mont  Pleureur 
and  Mont  Mauvoisin,  and  formed  a 
dike  of  ice  and  snow  600  ft.  wide 
and  400  ft  high,  on  a  base  of  3000  ft, 
behind  which  the  waters  of  the 
Drance  had  accumulated,  and  formed 
a  lake  above  7000  ft  lone.  M.  Ye- 
nets,  the  engineer  of  the  vallais,  was 
consulted,  and  he  immediately  de- 
cided upon  cutting  a  gallery  tluroueh 
this  barrier  of  ice,  60  ft  above  the 
iavel  of  the  water  at  the  time  of  com- 
mencing, and  where  the  dike  was  600 
ft  thick.  He  calculated  upon  making 
a  tunnel  through  this  mass  before  the 
water  should  &ve  risen  60  ft  higher 
in  the  lake.  On  the  10th  of  May  the 
work  was  begun  by  gangs  of  50  men, 
who  relieved  each  oUier,  and  worked, 
without  intermission,  day  and  night, 
with  inconceivable  courage  and  per- 
severance, neither  deteired  by  the 
daily  occurring  danger  from  the  fi&U- 
ing  of  fresh  masses  of  the  glacier,  nor 
by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  water  in 
the  lake,  which  rose  62  ft  in  34  days 
— on  an  average  nearly  2  ft  each 
day;  but  it  once  rose  5  ft.  in  one  day, 
and  threatened  each  moment  to  burst 
the  dike  by  its  increasing  pressure; 
or,  rising  in  a  more  rapid  proportion 
than  the  men  could  proceed  witn  their 
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neglected  to  add  60,000,000  which 
flowed  into  the  lake  in  3  days.  In 
half  an  hour,  530,000,000  cubic  ft 
of  water  passed  through  the  breach, 
or  300,000  ft.  per  second?  which 
is  5  times  greater  in  quantity  than 
the  waters  of  the  Rhine  at  Basle, 
where  it  is  1300  English  ft.  wide. 
In  one  hour  and  a  half  the  water 
reached  Martigny,  a  distance  of  8 
leagues.  Through  the  first  70,000 
ft.  it  passed  with  the  velocity  of 
33  ft  per  second  —  four  or  fire 
times  faster  than  the  most  rapid 
river  known ;  yet  it  was  charged  with 
ice,  rocks,  earth,  trees,  houses,  cattle, 
and  men;  34  persons  were  lost,  400 
cottages  swept  away,  and  the  da- 
mage done  in  the  2  hrs.  of  its  deso- 
lating power  exceeded  a  million  of 
Swiss  livres.  All  the  people  of  the 
valley  had  been  cautioned  against  the 
danger  of  a  sudden  irruption;  yet  it 
was  fintal  to  so  many.  All  the  bridges 
in  its  course  were  swept  away,  and 
among  them  the  bridge  of  Mauvoisin, 
which  was  elevated  90  feet  above  the 
ordinary  height  of  the  Drance.  If 
the  dike  had  remained  untouched,  and 
it  conld  have  endured  the  pressure 
until  the  lake  had  reached  tne  level 
of  its  top,  a  volume  of  1,700,000,000 
cubic  feet  of  water  would  have  been 
accumulated  there,  and  a  devastation 
much  more  fatal  and  extensive  must 
have  been  the  consequence.  From 
this  greater  danger  the  people  of  the 
valley  of  the  Drance  were  preserved 
by  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  the 
brave  men  who  effected  the  formation 
of  the  gallery  in  the  dike,  under  the 
direction  of  aL  Venetz.  I  know  no 
instance  on  record  of  courage  equal 
to  this :  their  risk  of  life  was  not  for 
fame  or  for  riches — they  had  not  the 
usual  excitements  to  personal  risk  in 
a  world's  applause  or  gazetted  promo- 
tion,— their  devoted  courage  was  to 
save  the  lives  and  property  of  their 
fellow-men,  not  to  destroy  them. 
They  steadily  and  heroically  perse- 
verewl  in  their  labours,  amidst  dangers 
such  as  a  field  of  battle  never  pre- 
sented, and  from  which  some  of  the 
bravest  brutes  that  ever  lived  would 
have    shrunk    in    dismfiy.      These 


truly  brave  Yalaisans  deserve  all 
honour! 

**  But  the  skill  of  M.  Venetz  was  not 
limited  in  its  application  to  emptying 
the  lake:  his  abilities  have  been  pro- 
perly directed  to  the  prevention  of 
such  another  catastrophe,  for  the  lia- 
bility to  its  recurrence  was  obvious. 
Not  one-twentieth  part  of  the  ice 
which  formed  the  barrier  had  been 
removed  when  the  dike  burst  and 
firesh  masses  were  still  falling  from 
Mont  Plenreur  and  Mont  Mauvoisin^ 
the  mountains  of  which  the  basea 
formed  the  buttresses  to  the  dike;  in 
fact  the  dike  was  a^ain  accumulating 
so  rapidly,  that  at  the  end  of  1819  the 
barrier  was  almost  as  complete  as  be* 
fore  its  bursting  from  the  pressure  of 
the  lake. 

*'  It  became,  therefore,  an  important 
object  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
former  catastrophe,  by  the  adoption 
of  such  means  as  would  prevent  or  at 
least  diminish,  the  increase  of  the 
barrier.  Blasting  by  ^mpowder  was 
found  impracticM)le,  nom  the  diffi- 
culty of  firing  the  powder  at  consi* 
derable  depths  in  the  ice,  and  from 
the  comparatively  small  masses  re- 
moved by  this  means.  After  much 
consideration  and  many  trials,  a  mode 
has  been  adopted  and  put  in  execn- 
tion  by  M.  V  enetz,  which  promises 
the  greatest  success. 

"M.  Venetz  had  remarked  that  the 
glacier  could  not  support  itself  where 
the  river  was  of  a  certain  width,  but 
fell  into  it  and  was  dissolved ;  whereas, 
where  the  river  was  comparatively 
narrow,  the  ice  and  snow  formed  a 
vault  over  it,  and  consequently  tended 
to  the  preservation  of  any  portion 
falling  from  the  glacier  above.  Per- 
ceiving also  the  effect  of  the  river  in 
dissolving  the  part  it  came  in  contact 
with,  he  formed  and  executed  the  de- 
sign of  bringing  the  streams  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains  by  a  canal  to 
Mauvoisin,  opposite  the  highest  part 
of  the  glacier  where  it  touched  that 
mountain.  From  hence  it  was  con- 
ducted by  wooden  troughs  on  to  the 
glacier  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
valley.  The  water  was  divided  into 
two  streams;  oi^e  fidling  nearly  OQ 
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\,he  one  edge  of  the  IhraDce,  and  the 
other  on  the  other;  and  having  been 
wanned  by  the  sun  in  its  course,  soon 
cnt  very  deep  channels  in  the  ice. 
When  they  reached  the  river  the 
troughs  were  removed  a  few  feet,  and 
thus  the  stream  produced  the  effect  of 
a  saw,  which,  dividing  the  ice,  forced 
the  portion  between  mem  to  fidl  into 
the  Drance. 

*'  When  the  weather  is  fine,  these 
streams,  which  are  not  more  than  4 
or  5  inches  in  diameter,  act  with  ex- 
traordinary power,  piercing  a  hole 
200  feet  aeep  and  6  feet  in  diameter 
in  24  hours.  They  are  calculated  to 
remove  100,000  cubical  feet  of  ice 
from  the  barrier  daily,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  if  the  weather  is  fine 
the  whole  will  be  removed  in  three 
years. 

**  At  the  end  of  the  season  of  1822 
the  Drance  remained  covered  only  for 
a  length  of  480  feet;  whereas,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  operation,  it 
was  covered  over  a  length  of  1350 
feet.  M.  Venets  estimates  the  quan- 
tity of  ice  removed  in  1822  as  between 
11  and  12  miUionB  of  cubical  feet." — 
Bib.  Univ.  xxiL  58. 

"The  main  glacier  of  Getroz  lies 
high  up  amidst  the  defiles  of  Mont 
Pleureur,  and  is  not  visible  from  the 
path  alon^  the  opposite  side  of  the 
valley.  The  glacier  which  did  the 
mischief,  now  reduced  in  size,  resem- 
bles a  mass  of  unmelted  snow,  lying 
in  the  depths  of  the  defile,  and  in 
reality  consists  of  fragments  which 
have  fallen  from  the  upper  glacier 
over  a  cliff  of  enormous  hei^t,  at 
whose  edge  it  terminates.  The  defile 
is  so  narrow  that  these  dirty  fiedlen 
fragments  still  partially  bar  the  course 
of  the  river,  and  must  continue  to 
choke  the  outlet  until  a  tunnel  be 
formed  for  the  passage  of  the  water 
beneath  them."— See  Forbes. 

The  path  now  lies  across  the  bed 
of  the  glacier-lake,  whose  bursting 
did  so  much  mischief:  4  hours'  walk 
from  Chable;  1^  hour  further  lie  the 
chalets  of  Torembec,  above  Getroz, 
which  can  be  reached  in  good  time  in 
one  day  from  Martigny;  and  those 
who  wish  to  croBfl  the  glaciers  can 
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sleep  there,  or  at  Chermontane,  and 
reacn  Aosta  on  the  following  day. 

The  ascent  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley,  crossing  to  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Drance,  presents  scenes  of  greater 
grandeur  than  any  below.  As  the 
valley  turns  to  the  S.E.  several  gla- 
ciers come  into  sight,  that  of  Bre- 
nay  is  passed  on  the  1.,  and  that  of 
Duran<jC  descending  on  the  rt.  from 
the  Mont  Combin,  stretches  over 
across  the  Drance.  It  requires  to  be 
traversed  in  order  to  reach  the  pas- 
tures, on  which  stand  the  chalets  of 
Chermontane,  on  the  W.  of  the  valley, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  Avrii  These 
are  on  a  larger  scale  than  usual,  and 
they  afford  Uie  best  quarters  for  any 
one  seeking  to  explore  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains;  but  a  chalet  is,  at  the 
best,  a  very  comfortless  stopping-place. 
The  Afon^  Avril,  whose  summit  is  easily 
reached  from  these  chalets  in  4  hrs., 
commands  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
neighbouring  Alps. 

[Trom  the  chalets  of  Chermontane 
there  is  a  somewhat  difficult  and  labo- 
rious glacier  pass,  the  Col  du  Mont 
Rouge,  leading  to  the  head  of  Val 
d'Heremence,  the  W,  branch  of  the 
Eringer-thal,  or  Val  d'Brin.  From 
thence  Sion  mieht  be  reached  on  the 
same  day;  or,  by  crossing  the  ridge 
separating  the  glacier  cTHer^mence 
from  the  Combe  d'AroUa,  it  is  pos- 
sible to  push  on  to  the  comfortable 
inn  at  Evolena.  In  either  case  the 
day's  journey  is  a  severe  one,  fit  only 
for  well-trained  pedestrians.3  Ber- 
nard TrolUet,  of  Getroz,  is  considered 
the  best  chasseur  and  guide  in  the  Val 
de  Basnes. 

Pro&ssor  Forbes  did  not  descend 
to  the  chalets,  but  keeping  high  up  on 
the  flanks  of  Mont  Avril,  skirting  the 
glacier,  mounted  by  a  tedious  but  not 
difficult  ascent  to  the 

.  Col  des  FmHres,  9213  feet  above  the 
sea-leveL  Calvin  fled  by  this  pass 
from  Aosta  in  1541. 

**  The  view  towards  Italy  is  won- 
derfully striking.  The  moimtains  (of 
Cogne)  beyond  Aosta,  and  the  glaciers 
of  Ruitor,  are  spread  out  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  beneath  we  have  the  ex- 
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oeedittg  deep  yalleyof  OUomont,  oom- 
municating  with  the  Yal  FeUine, 
which  is  itself  a  tribatary  of  the  Yal 
d'Aosta.  It  is  enclosed  by  ridges  of 
the  most  fentastic  and  sarage  gran- 
deur, which  descend  from  the  moun- 
tains on  either  side  of  the  Col  on  the 
N.E.  from  Mont  Combin,  rising  to  a 
height  of  14,200  ft^  and  on  the  S.E. 
from  Moat  Gelee,  12,000  ft  high, 
and  almost  too  steep  to  bear  snow, 
presenting  a  perfect  ridge  of  pyra- 
midal aiguilles  stretching  towards  Val 
Pellma.''--Pro/.  FDrbes. 

Die  course  from  the  Col  des  Fend- 
tres  to  Yal  Pellina  is  to  skirt  the  base 
of  the  peaky  ridges  of  Mont  GeUe, 
passing  a  small  Uie  by  a  rapid  de- 
scent, and  reaching  the  pastures.  The 
descent  is  long  and  fatiguine^  to 
Bahne,  the  first  hamlet,  and  to  Ollo- 
mont,  where  there  are  traces  of  an 
aqueduct  built  by  the  Romans  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  Augusta  Prstoria. 
Thence  the  road  descends  through 
tlie  liliage  of  Yal  Pellina,  whence  £e 
p«th  leads  along  the  L  bank  of  the 
river  till  it  joins  the  main  road,  about 
2  m.  Arom 

A06TA.    (Bte.134.) 


ROUTE  137. 

V  ABTIGirr  TO  OOUKXATEUB. 

A.  BT  THE  OOL  DE  FERREX. 

B.  BT  THE  COL  DE  LA  FENBTRE. 
C  BT  THE  OOL  DE  SEBENA. 

As  Oolde  Ferrex, 

Houn. 
Mftrtfgny. 

Orsldret       4 

Ia  Folie ^  M 

ColFerrez 2 

Ocmrmayenr 4 

The  most  direct  route  from  Mar- 
tigny  and  the  Yalais  to  the  S.  side  of 
Mont  Blanc  is  by  the  Col  de  Perrex. 
The  scenery  on  tne  Piedmontese  side 
is  fine,  bat  wants  variety. 

An  active  pedestrian  will  accom- 
plish the  distance  in  11|  hrs. 

The  route  fsvtn.  lULutimj  to  Or- 
si^res  has  been  described  Rte.  135. 

At  Oniires  a  path  turns  off  on  the 
rt.,  enters  the  Vai  Farex^  which  is  the 
name  given  to  the  valley  on  the  Swiss 
side  mounting  towards  the  Col,  as 
well  as  to  the  Piedmontese  vallev  de- 
scending from  thence  towards  Gour- 
mayenr,  and  ibming,  m  fact,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  AU^  Blanche.  The 
road  to  the  Col  mounts  along  the 
bank  of  the  torrent,  and,  after 
pursuing  a  tolerable  road  to  luert^ 
the  principal  village,  4^  hrs.  dis- 
tant from  Martigny,  ascends  ra- 
pidly towards  the  nigher  hamleli  of 
Pra  le  Fort  and  Branche.  The  moooi- 
tains  which  bound  the  valley  to- 
wards the  W.  are  lofty,  and  crowned 
with  the  northern  extremity  of  those 
vast  g^iers  of  the  chain  of  Mont 
Blanc  which  deseend  towards  the  Val 
Femex,  as  the  gladers  of  Selena,  Por- 
talet,  and  Neuve. 

There  is  nothing,  however,  re- 
maricable  in  ihe  seenery  of  the  Swiss 
Yal  Ferrex.  The  route  leads  up  a 
sucoessioo  of  rather  flat  divisiens  of 
the  valley,  firom  Issert  to  the  C^dlets 
de  FoUe^  distant  2  hrs.  On  the  rt, 
the  short  transversal  valleys  descend- 
ing from  the  N.E.  end  of  the  Mont 
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Blanc  chain  are  the  channels  for 
glaciers. 

AboTe  the  Ch&lets  de  Folic  the 
usual  path  to  the  Col  Ferrex  leads 
up  through  the  CfaftletB  of  Ferrex,  over 
the  detritus  of  a  mountain  whidi  fell 
in  the  year  1776,  huiring  the  pas- 
turages of  Banderai.  Near  to  these 
chftlets  two  paths  separate — that  on 
the  1.  leading  over  die  Col  de  la 
Fendtre  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  that 
on  the  rt.  to  the  Col  Ferrex, 

[A  short  path  leads  to  another  Col, 
close  to  the  chain  of  M.  Blanc,  called 
the  LitUe  Ferrex,  It  is  not  a  mule- 
jwth,  and  the  distant  views  are  infe- 
rior. The  paths  re-nnite  at  Pr^  de 
Bar.l 

The  woods  and  pasturages  of  nart 
of  the  Val  Ferrex  belong  to  the  Con- 
vent of  the  Great  St  Bernard,  and 
at  this  distance  from  the  hospice  (4 
or  5  leagues)  the  brethren  obtain  all 
their  wood  and  some  hav,  which  is 
•onTcyed  to  them  by  mules  over  the 
Col  de  la  Fenetre. 

From  the  crest  of  ihe  Cot^  the  view 
along  the  S.E.  side  of  Mont  Blanc, 
towards  Piedmont,  is  one  of  the 
scenes  celebrated  by  Saussure.  The 
eye  is  carried  through  the  Val  d*£n- 
troves  and  the  AIl^  Bbmche  to 
the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  an  extent 
of  80  m.  Numerous  glaciers  are 
seen  on  the  rt.,  streaoung  down  into 
the  valley  from  the  ridge  of  Mont 
Blanc;  but  the  *<  Monarch"  himself 
is  not  seen—the  enormous  masses  of 
the  Grand  Jorasse  and  the  G^ant 
eoaeeal  him  in  this  view.  In  the 
opposite  direction,  the  Swiss  Val 
rvnex.  is  seen,  bounded  on  either  side 
by  lof^  mountains,  and  the  distance 
Is  limited  only  by  the  Bernese  Alps. 

The  descent  is  orer  a  soft  slaty  soil, 
in  which  the  traeks  of  sheep  and 
cattle  have  cut  deep  trenches,  in  which 
if  a  man  stand  he  is  half  conocaled. 
10  min.  below  the  Col  a  cross  is 
placed  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice 
which  the  path  passes.  It  serves  to 
guide  the  course  of  the  ascending  tra^ 
veller,  though  from  below  it  seems 
to  be  placed  on  a  pyramidal  mass  of 
rodL  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
Far  in  the  deep  valley  tiie 
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iwing  into  Italy  appears  like 
a  thread  of  silver. 

An  hour  and  a  half  of  fatiguing 
descent  brings  the  trareller  to  the 
Chidets  oiFrd  de  Bar.  (Inn:  toler- 
able.) 

Near  Pre  de  Bar  the  vast  glacier 
of  Triolet  sweeps  down  from  the 
crest  which  diviaes  this  glacier  from 
the  masses,  which,  on  the  other  side, 
form  the  gUcier  of  Taldfre.  Below 
the  fflacier  of  Triolet,  the  road  de- 
scend by  a  fatigoine  path,  amidst 
rocks  and  stones  and  bushes,  pre- 
sentinff  a  scene  of  Alpine  desola- 
tion. The  valley  is  rery  narrow,  and 
each  rift  on  the  mountain  side  towards 
Hont  Blanc  has  its  glacier 
down  from  the  summit.  Noft~ 
than  7  distinct  glaciers  are  nassed 
in  the  course  of  this  valley  oeforo 
reaching  the  village  of  Entrdves,  near 
to  Cormayenr.      These   chiefly  de- 

Smd  from  the  masses  which  form  the 
rand  Jorasse,  and  the  remarkable 
peak  of  the  G^t  A  few  miserable 
villages  in  the  Val  d'Entrdves  are 
passed.  The  highest  is  Saeion;  those 
below  are  Pr6-seo  and  Plan-pansier. 
More  than  half  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley is  passed,  on  the  descent,  before 
Mont  Blanc  is  seen.  When  its  pro- 
digious mass  opens  to  the  view,  the 
e£ct  is  overwhelming.  The  mgwed- 
ness  of  the  descent  is  increased  by 
passing  over  the  debris  of  a  mountain 
fall  beneath  the  Giant  This  passed, 
the  river,  which  descends  through  the 
Val  d'Entrdves,  is  crossed,  the  village 
of  Entr^ves  is  left  on  the  rt,  and, 
winding  along  a  path  by  the  side  of 
the  mountain,  you  reach 
Oourmayeur  (Rte.  134). 

B.  Col  de  la  Fenitre, 

By  allowing  2  easy  days  for  the  jour- 
ney from  Martigny  to  Conrma^eur 
the  pedestrian  ma;f  combine  a  visit  to 
the  St  Bernard  with  the  view  of  the 
All^  Blanche  ft^nn  the  Col  de  Ferrex. 
which  is  one  of  the  striking  scenes  in 
the  tour  of  Mont  Blanc.  Going  on 
the  first  day  to  the  Hospice  of  the 
St.  Bernard  (Rte.  135),  he  may  take 
a  guide  to  lead  him  from  thence  by 
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the  Col  de  la  Fenetre  to  the  head  of  the 
Swiss  Val  Ferret.  The  way  is  pretty 
well  traced,  as  wood  is  carried  by  this 
track  to  the  Hospice ;  but  a  little  fresh 
snow  woald  be  sufficient  to  conceal  it, 
when  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
find  the  true  direction.  S^  hrs. 
suffice  to  reach  the  point  where  this 
path  leads  into  the  ordinary  route 
from  Orsi^res  to  the  Col  de  Ferrex,  a 
little  below  the  summit  of  the  pass. 

C.  Col  de  Serena. 

This  is  the  best  route  for  pe- 
destrians who  wish  to  pass  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  and  then  to  reach  Cour- 
mayeur  by  the  shortest  wajr.  It  is 
net,  however,  a  very  interesting  pass. 
The  shortest  course  is  to  follow  a 
path  which  turns  to  the  rt.  close  to 
the  Vacherie  of  the  Hospice,  and, 
winding  round  the  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains, reaches  the  chftlet  at  the  foot  of 
the  Col  de  Serena,  where  it  joins  the 
regular  track.  This  is  a  considerable 
short-cut,  but  is  very  fatiguing,  and 
requires  a  local  guide.  A  good  walker 
may  easily  get  to  Courmayenr  this 
way  in  7  hrs.  The  ordinary  route, 
which  is  passable  for  mules,  descends 
as  far  as  St.  Remy  on  the  way  towards 
Aosta.  You  there  take  the  road  to 
the  rt  to  the  village  of  Bosses^  then 
through  fields  for  ^  hr.,  and  you 
arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  Col.  Half  an 
hr.'s  ascent  through  a  pine-forest 
brings  you  to  the  last  chalet,  where 
milk  and  cheese  may  be  obtained  as 
long  as  the  cows  are  on  the  mountain. 
Here,  instead  of  following  a  road  to 
the  rt.,  go  up  the  mountain  by  a  zigzag 
path  immediately  behind  the  chalet, 
and  1^  hr*s.  good  walking  will  land 
you  on  the  top  of  the  Col.  This 
part  of  the  road  is  exceedingly 
steep,  but  the  view  from  the  sum- 
mit well  rewards  your  lalx>ur.  The 
scenery  is  very  wild,  especially  to- 
wards the  N.  and  N.W.,  offering  a 
great  contrast  to  the  beautifully  cul- 
tivated valley  of  Aosta,  which  shortly 
afterwards  (just  above  the  village  of 
Marges)  you  see  extended  at  your 
feet.  From  Morges  to  Morgex,  on 
the  high  road   between  Aosta  and 


Courmayenr  (Bte.  ISA),  is  a  walk 
down  a  stony  path  of  about  i  hr. 
Thence  to  Courmayenr  2  hrs.  walk ; 
in  all  about  9  hrs.  from  the  Hospice. 
The  Serena  abounds  with  pUrmigan 
and  chamois. 

There  is  anotlier  pass,  called  the 
Col  de  St.  Eemy,  by  which  the  Val 
Ferrex  may  be  reached  on  the  Pied- 
moutese  side  of  the  Cx>l.  There  is  do 
advantage  in  this.  It  is  longer 
than  the  Serena,  and  you  lose  the 
view  of  the  All^  Blanche  from  the 
Col  de  Ferrex. 


ROUTE  138. 

OENBVA  TO  CHAMOUHI. 

86  kilom.s3:53i  £ng.  m. 

EIL      Eng.  m, 
QetwvtL. 

Bonneville  .    .    •    38  sa    17^ 

StMarUn   .     .     .    30  =    18i 

Chamounl    .     .     .    28  =:    Vtk 

Diliraioes  all  the  way  to  Chamouni, 
in  9  hrs.,  the  road  having  been 
remade  or  greatly  improved  by 
the  French  Government.  The  jour- 
ney from  Geneva  to  St.  Martin  oc- 
cupies about  6  hrs. ;  Voituriers  about 
the  same  time :  from  St.  Martin  to 
Chamouni  5  hrs.  A  carriage  and  pair 
cost  80  fra.  Pedestrians  will  find  it 
as  pleasant  to  walk  from  St  Martin 
to  Chamouni,  and  will  traverse  the 
distance  in  about  4  or  5  hrs.  On  no 
account  be  deluded  into  paying  for  the 
double  journey  by  diligence  or  other* 
wise,  to  return  to  Geneva.  There  are 
several  routes  from  Chamouni  of  flreat 
interest,  by  which  yon  may  avoid  re* 
tracing  your  steps  by  the  same  road. 

Travellers  posting  in  their  own 
carriages  must  send  them  round  from 
St.  Martin  or  Chamouni  to  Martigny, 
if  they  intend  crossing  the  Tete  l^ire 
or  Col  de  Balme. 

Geneva  is  left  for  Chamouni  by 
the  Grande  Place  and  the  new  quarter 
on  the  site  of  the  levelled  Porte  de 
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Riye.    For  some  miles  the  road  is 
lined  with  neat  villas  and  gardens. 

Chesne — on  the  Seime — is  one  of 
the  largest  villages  in  the  republic 
The  road  offers  some  fine  views  of 
the  L  Yoirons,  rt.  Mont  Saldve, 
the  picturesque  red  Ch&teau  de  Mor- 
nex,  and  the  range  of  the  Jura. 
Soon  after  leaving  Chesne,  the  road 
crosses  a  little  stream,  the  Foron, 
which  has  its  source  in  the  Yoirons, 
and  is  the  boundary  between  the  can- 
ton of  Greneva  and  the  Savoy  frontier. 
A  little  beyond  it,  at  Annemasse, 
is  the  station  of  the  French  douane. 
On  the  first  rising  ground  beyond, 
the  M6le,  a  conical  mountain,  is  seen 
in  all  its  height,  5800  feet,  partly 
concealing  the  only  hollow  in  the 
range  of  mountains  beyond,  up  which 
the  course  to  Chamouni  lies. 

Beyond  Annenuuae  the  road  runs 
up  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  in  which 
the  blanched  stones  mark  by  their 
breadth  how  furious  the  river  must 
be  after  storms.  A  new  road,  well 
engineered,  and  a  handsome  lofty 
bridge,  effect  the  passa^  of  the 
Menoge,  nearly  on  a  level,  avoiding 
the  aixluous  descent  and  ascent  of  the 
old  road.  It  next  passes  over  an  ele- 
vated plain,  and  soon  reaches 

The  village  of  Nangy.  A  little 
beyond  there  are  some  ruins  on  the 
right;  and,  after  passing  Contamines, 
are  seen  those  of  the  ChAteau  of  Fau- 
cvjny,  that  gives  its  name  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Faucigny.  The  road  now 
passes  so  near  to  the  M61e,  that  this 
mountain  is  an  imposing  and  beautiful 
object.  Upon  it  an  obelisk  has  been 
built — one  of  the  points  in  a  trigono- 
metrical survey  of  Savoy.  Beyond 
Contamines  the  road  declines.  The 
mountains  which  bound  the  Arve  pre- 
sent a  bold  aspect,  and  the  entrance  is 
striking,  through  an  avenue  of  trees,  to 

Bonneville  (Tnns:  Couronne;  Ba- 
lances), before  the  annexation  to 
France  the  chief  place  in  the  province 
of  Faucigny;  it  is  in  the  diocese  of 
Annecy,  and  had  a  prefecture.  The 
population,  once  3000,  has  gradually 
dwindled  to  1500. 

The  top  of  the  Mole  may  be  reaohed 
firom  this  in  3^  hrs. 


A  road  leads  over  the  hills  from 
this  place  to  Annecy,  and  thence  to 
Aix  les  Bains  (Bte.  152). 

At  the  end  of  the  stone  bridge, 
built  1753,  over  the  Arve,  is  a 
Column  erected  in  honour  of  Carlo 
Felice,  and  in  gratitude  for  his  hav- 
ing  added  to  the  security  of  their 
town  by  the  formation  of  strong  em- 
bankments, to  restrain  the  furious 
Arve.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  statue 
of  the  Kin^,  and  is  95  feet  nigh. 

The  road  now  lies  between  the  Mole 
and  the  Mont  Brezon,  the  range  that 
on  the  right  bounds  the  valley  of  the 
Arve,  which  is  here  rich  in  culti- 
vation. The  road,  after  some  time, 
undulates,  and  passes  through  the 
villae^es  of  Vaugier  and  Scionzier;  be- 
yond which  the  valley  widens.  Here 
the  Arve  is  joined  by  the  Qififre; 
a  torrent  that  descends  from  the 
Buet,  flows  through  the  valley  ot 
Sixt,  and  by  the  town  of  Tanninges. 
(See  Rte.  143.)  Scionzier  lies  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Vall^  du  Ke'posoir. 

The  road  continues  close  imder  the 
Brezon  until  its  precipices  frown  over 
the  route  near  Cluses.  Here,  crossing 
the  Arve,  on  a  stone  bridge,  it  enters 
the  town  of 

Cluses  {Inns:  Parfaite  Union;  Ecu 
de  France),  an  old  town  ;  was  almost 
all  burnt  down  in  1843,  but  has  been 
rebuilt,  away  from  the  lAouth  of  the 
gorge,  in  which  it  originally  stood. 
The  wind,  issuing  as  from  a  furnace- 
blast  bellows  out  of  this  gorge,  used 
to  foment  any  accidental  fire  into  a 
general  conflagration,  and  from  this 
cause  Cluses  has  suffered  many  times. 

The  population  is  about  2250;  and 
many  persons  are  employed  in  watch- 
makmg,  for  which  this  town  was 
more  celebrated  in  the  last  century. 
The  Cluses  artizans  prepare  movements 
of  watches  in  a  rough  state,  for  the 
watchmakers  in  Geneva  and  in  Ger- 
many. 

On  leaving  Cluses,  the  road  is  car- 
ried through  the  defile  on  the  borders 
of  the  river,  and  beneath  grand  Al- 
pine precipices.  The  valley  is  very 
narrow,  nearly  all  the  way  to  Maglan, 
and,  in  some  places,  the  road  is  strait- 
ened in  between  the  river  and  the 
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bases  of  preoipioes^  which  actually 
overhang  the  traveller.  The  banks 
of  the  river  are  well  wooded,  and  the 
scenery  is  as  beautiful  as  it  is  wild. 

Before  arrivine  at  Maglan,  the  pre- 
cipices ou  the  left  retire  a  little,  form- 
ing an  amphitheatxe,  which  is  filled, 
nearly  half-way  up,  with  the  dsVis  of 
the  mountain.  At  the  top  of  this 
talus,  800  feet  above  the  vallejr,  the 
Qrotto  of  Balms  is  seen,  to  which  a 
mule-path  leads,  which  is  undistin- 
guishable  below.  At  a  little  hut  in 
the  hamlet  of  La  Balme,  mules  are 
kept  for  a  visit  to  the  grotta 

Those  who  intend  to  go  on  to  Cha- 
mouni,  should  not  waste  any  time 
here;  for  2  hours  are  consumed  in 
seeing  the  cave :  but  if  the  day's  jour- 
ney be  only  to  St  Martin  or  Sallenches, 
the  gprotto  is  worth  a  visits  Its  depth 
is  great:  it  enters  the  mountain  more 
th^  1800  feet;  but  the  view  from  it, 
owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  valley, 
is  limited.  The  peak8,however,of  Mont 
Douron,  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
valley,  are  remarkably  fine  in  form. 

A  little  beyond  La  Balme,  those 
who  are  amateurs  of  pure  water  may 
taste  from  a  spring  which  bursts  out 
close  to  the  road  in  large  volume. 
Saussure  eoi^ectured  that  it  might  be 
the  embouchure  of  the  channel  which 
empties  the  lake  of  Flalne,  in  the 
mountains  above. 

Haglan  lies  below  the  lofty  moun- 
tains on  the  right  bank  of  the  Arve; 
the  commune,  which  is  strangling, 
contains  nearly  as  many  inhabitants 
as  Cluses.  About  1^  leaeue  beyond 
Maglan,  the  road  passes  close  to  one 
of  the  highest  waterfalls  in  Savoy, 
that  of  Nant  cTArpenaz;  the  stream  is 
small,  and  before  it  reaches  half  its 
first  descent  it  is  broken  into  spray, 
yet  its  shape  is  very  graceful,  and 
after  being  nearly  dissipated  and  dis- 
persed over  the  race  of  the  precipice. 
It  reforms  after  reaching  the  slope  or 
talus  of  soil  and  stones  which  it  has 
brought  down,  and  rushing  across  the 
road  beneath  a  bridge,  it  flows  into 
the  Arve.  The  rock  of  brown  lime- 
stone, from  which  it  descends,  is  re- 
markable for  its  tortuous  stratifica- 
tion, forming  a   vast   curve.     The 


route  from  Genera  is  so  much  fre- 
quented by  strangers  in  the  season, 
niat  it  is  oeset  by  all  sorts  of  vaga* 
bonds,  who  plant  themselves  in  the 
way  openly  as  beggars,  or  covertly 
as  dealers  in  mineral  specimens, 
euides  to  things  which  do  not  requira 
Ukeir  aid,  dealers  in  echoes,  by  nria^ 
small  cannon  where  its  reverberation 
may  be  heard  2  or  3  times.  These 
idle  nuisances  should  be  disoovnte* 
naneed. 

The  valley  increases  in  width,  and 
rich  fields  spread  up  the  base  of  the 
Douronj  on  the  1.  the  peak  of  the  iit- 
guiUe  de  Foreas,  or  V^ran,  rises  nearly 
8000  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

St,  Martin— Inm:  H6tel  dn  Mont 
Blanc,  good,  better  than  any  at  Sal- 
l^iches;  B.  2^  fr.,  Br.  with  beefeteaka, 
2  fr.,  D.  4  fr.  ;^Oroiz  Blanche. 

Within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  inn 
a  bridge  crosses  the  Arve,  and  leadfl 
to  the  town  of  Sallenches,  half  a  mile 
from  St.  Martin.  From  this  bridge  is 
a  noble  view  of  Mont  Blanc:  the  actual 
distance  to  the  peak  is  more  than 
12  miles  in  a  direct  line,  yet  so  sharps 
and  bright,  and  dear  is  every  part  of 
its  stupendous  mass,  that  the  eye 
of  one  unused  to  such  scenes  is  utteny 
deceived,  and  led  to  underrate  1^  dis- 
tance. On  looking  up  the  valley  over 
the  broad  winter-bed  of  the  Arve, 
however,  olijects  recede,  and  ^ve  the 
accustomed  impressions  of  distance : 
above  this  rises  the  mountain  of  the 
Forclas,  its  sides  clothed  with  pines^ 
and  its  summit  with  pasturage.  Over 
these  are  seen  the  Aiguille  du  Gout^, 
the  Dome  du  Goute,  and  the  head 
of  the  loftiest  mountain  in  Europe, 
propped  by  ridges  of  aiguilles,  and 
the  intervals  of  these  filled  with 
glaciers. 

SalUnchet  (Zitiw:  BeUevue ;  L6- 
man),  about  36  m.  from  Geneva,  is  a 
little  town  of  wide,  straight  streets, 
containing  about  2000  Inhab.,  risen 
out  of  the  ashes  of  one  which  was 
totally  destroyed  bv  fire  on  G<x)d 
Friday,  1840.  It  broke  out  while 
everybody  was  at  church,  and  thus 
got  ahead  before  it  could  be  diecked. 
Many  lives  were  lost. 

At  St  Martin,  or  Sallenches,  local 


Pied* •  if  Savoy.        boutb  138. — ^baths  op  st.  oerviis. 


caUches,  ohan,  mnles,  woid  guides 
for  Chwnoimi  are  found  in  abun 
dance.  A  char  to  Chamouni  (without 
return)  oosts  12  £».;  with  2  horses 
18  frs.  Postilion,  pourboire,  2  frs. 
extra.  The  tariff  of  the  Post-book 
should  be  eonsnlted;  it  is  the  same  in 
both  places. 

Travellws  are  conveyed  hence  to 
Chamouni  in  open  landaws  or  ba- 
rouches, drawn  by  2  horses,  and  carry- 
ine  4  inside  and  2  out,  with  lugrago. 
Though  the  distance  is  only  ISiDng. 
m.,  it  takes  up  4  or  5  hours. 

The  baths  of  St  Gervais  are 
scarcely  worth  the  detour  required, 
but  the  pedestrian  who  intends  to 
visit  Chamouni  and  return  by  Geneva 
is  advised  to  go  from  St.  Martin  up 
the  right  bank  of  the  Arve  to  Chede, 
Servos,  and  Chamouni,  and  return 
bv  the  Col  de  Forclas,  and  the  Baths 
ot  St.  Gervais.  If,  however,  the  tra- 
veller should  not  intend  to  return  by 
the  valley  of  the  Arve,  he  gan  go 
round  by  the  Baths  of  St.  Gervais  to 
Chdde,  or  cross  the  Col  de  Yosa  to 
ChamounL 

rProm  Sallenches  the  distance  along 
a  level  road  to  the  baths  of  St,  Gervais 
is  about  5  m.,  and  an  agreeable 
drive,  from  the  views  presented  of 
the  peak  of  Varens,  wldSk  overhangs 
St.  Martin  and  Uie  valley  of  Maglan. 
The  road  turns  abruptly  on  the  right 
into  the  gor^e  of  the  Bon  Nant, 
a  stream  which  descends  from  the 
BoiUiomme  to  the  Bathi  of  8t.  Qer^ 
oaw,  with  a  boarding-house  (com- 
plaints of  the  mansgement  have  been 
made  of  late  years ;  BngUsh  travellers 
prefer  H,  du  Mont  Joli,  on  the  heights 
above,  descending  daily  to  bathe),  in 
a  beautiful  valley,  where  accommo- 
dation may  be  had  en  pension'  hot 
mineral  baths  for  the  sick,  and  delight- 
ful walks  around  for  the  convalescent. 
The  waters  are  at  105°  temperature; 
the  heat  of  Bath  with  the  qualities 
of  Harrowgate:  they  contain  iron  and 
sulphur.  At  the  back  of  the  house, 
a  little  way  up  the  glen,  is  the  very 
fine  Cascade  du  Ben  Nant^  which, 
though  not  large,  is  extremely  pic- 
turesque. The  views  firom  amive 
St»  G^rraia  are  Tery  fine^  though  the 
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higher  Alps  are  ccmeealed;  but  the 
limestone  range  of  the  AiffuiHe  de 
Varens,  above  St.  Martin,  is  singo- 
larl^r  picturesque  in  its  outline  and 
detail. 

The  glen  is  a  cul^de-aao;  for  chars 
there  is  no  leaving  it  upward;  it  is 
necessary  to  return  to  the  entrance, 
where  two  roads  branch  o€F — one, 
very  steep,  leads  up  to  the  village  of 
St^  Gervais,  in  the  V  al  Mon^e  (with 
an  excellent  hotel  and  pension,  JK 
du  Mont  Joli^  2200  ft  above  tha  seaj 
pension  7  frs.  a  day,  and  very  good), 
through  which  the  Bon  Nant  flows, 
until  it  £ei118  into  the  gulf  behind 
the  baths,  above  St  Gervais.  This 
road  continues  through  the  villagas 
of  Bionay'and  Tresse  to  Contamines, 
and  the  pass  of  the  Bonhomme.  (Bte. 
1390 

Tne  other  road  at  the  entrance  of 
the  glen  of  the  baths  of  St  Gervais, 
after  skirting  a  little  way  the  moon- 
tain  base  below  the  Fordaz,  leads 
across  the  valley  of  the  Arve,  and 
falls  into  the  char-road  to  Chamouni 
near  Cfadde,  2^  m.  from  the  baths. 

From  St  Grervais  to  Chamouni  there 
are  2  mule-paths  over  the  mountains 
— by  the  Col  de  Voxa,  a  pass  of  giNBat 
interest,  on  account  of  its  noble  view 
of  the  chain  of  Mont  Blanc,  5  hrs. 
walk;  b)r  the  Coldela  Ibrchu,  shorter, 
but  less  interesting.] 

The  valley  of  the  Arve  above  St 
Martin  and  Sallenches  spreads  out 
into  a  wide  flat  plain,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  drained  lake-basm. 
Terrible  traces  are  still  to  be  seen 
of  the  flood  of  1852,  which  In  many 
places  cut  itself  a  broad  channel 
through  fertile  fields,  carrying  away 
every  particle  of  soil  and  ieavme  the 
bare  rock  exposed.  This  flood  de- 
stroyed nearly  all  the  bridges  from 
Chamouni  to  St  Martin,  and  com- 
munication from  Geneva  was  cut  off 
for  some  days.  Ma^ficent  views 
open  out  from  time  to  time  all  the  way 
to  Servos.    At  the  little  hamlet  of 

Chide^  the  road  steeply  ascends 
above  the  broad  plain  of  the  Arve. 
Near  to  Chdde  there  is  on  the  left  a 
fine  cascade,  which  travellers,  who 
start  at  5  A.V.  for  Chamouni,  gene- 


894 


KOUTB  138. — SERVOZ.      LE8  OUCHES.      BOSSONS. 


Sect.  II. 


rally  visit  for  the  sake  of  thebeoatiful 
iris  that  then  plays  over  it. 

[From  Ch^ae  there  is  a  path  over 
the  mountains  in  about  8  hrs.  to  Sixt^ 
by  the  Fointe  de  Platee  and  the  chalets 
ofLa  Sale  (Rte.  143).] 

After  attaining  a  considerable 
height,  the  road  traverses  the  bed  of 
a  little  lake,  the  Lac  du  Chide;  in 
which,  as  in  a  mirror,  in  former  days 
a  fine  view  of  the  summit  of  Mont 
Blanc,  towering  over  the  lower  range 
of  mountains,  was  reflected;  this  was 
one  of  the  little  ^  lions"  in  the  ex- 
cursion to  Chamouni;  but  a  debdcle 
of  black  mud  and  stones  descended 
in  1837,  and  filled  it,  and  the  lake  of 
Chede  is  no  more. 

The  road,  still  rising  above  the 
spot  where  the  lake  was,  turns  into  a 
deep  recess  of  the  mountain  side,  to 
cross  the  bed  of  a  wild  torrent,  which 
is  apt  to  cover  the  road,  after  every 
severe  storm,  with  rubbish.  From 
this  spot  there  is  a  descent  through 
a  forest  to  the 

Village  of  Servoz  (a  tolerable  Iwi). 
Here  the  horses  are  usually  rested, 
and  the  traveller  may  enjoy  a  glorious 
view  of  the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc, 
which  is  concealed  nearer  to  Cha- 
mouni. 

Here  the  minerals  of  Mont  Blanc 
are  sold,  but  the  collections  at  Cha- 
mouni are  larger. 

[At  Servo2,  glides  may  be  had  to 
accompany  the  traveller  to  the  Buet, 
one  of  the  panorama-commanding 
summits  near  Mont  Blanc,  and  up  to 
the  Col  d'Anteme,  a  mule-path  leading 
over  into  the  Valley  of  Sixt  (Rte. 
143),  a  very  interesting  excursion.] 

The  mountain  above  Servoz  abounds 
in  tertiary  fossils. 

From  Servoz  the  road,  after  cross- 
ing the  torrent  of  the  Dioza,  which 
descends  from  the  Bnet,  near  the 
adit  of  a  copper-mine,  lies  close  under 
the  foot  of  the  Breven,  between  this 
mountain  and  the  Arve,  which  issues 
atPontPelissierfromafinegoree.  The 
valley  between  this  bridse  and  Servoz 
was  once  a  lake,  produce^  probably,  by 
a  mountain  fall  damming  up  the  valley 
of  Chatelas,  by  which  the  Arve  de- 
scends to  the  valley  of  Sallenches.  I^ear 


the  Pont  Pelissier,  on  a  mound,  are 
the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  St  MichaeL 

After  crossing  Pont  Pelissier  an- 
other very  steep  and  stony  aacent 
opposes  the  traveller's  course,  c^ed 
Les  Montets:  the  road,  an  efiPort  of 
nature  with  little  aid  from  man,  with 
difficulty  labours  up  its  rocky  slope. 
The  Arve  on  the  1.  rushes  down  it 
as  by  a  staircase  in  constant  leaps, 
in  places  plungring  into  ravines  and 
chasms,  whose  depth  makes  one  shud- 
der to  look  down.  Arrived  at  the 
top  of  this  steep,  you  find  yourself  in 
an  upper  story  of  the  valley  of  the 
Arve. 

From  the  Montets,  the  enormous 
mass  of  Mont  Blanc,  now  in  close 
proximity,  is  magnificent;  but  the 
summit  can  no  longer  be  seen;  it  is 
concealed  by  the  vast  Dome  dn  Goiit^. 

The  course  from  the  Montets  lies 
through  some  fine  meadows  to 

Les  Ouches,  the  first  village  in  the 
valley  of  Chamouni. 

[Here  diverge  the  path  over  the  Col 
de  Voza  to  St.  Gervais,  and  the  Col 
du  Bonhomme  (Rte.  139).] 

Even  from  Les  Montets,  the  white 
lines  of  glaciers  (§  16)  are  seen  to 
extend  themselves  into  the  valley. 
The  first  is  that  of  Taocfneyj  which  is 
2  m.  up  the  valley  above  Les  Ouches . 
it  is,  however,  so  mere  a  line  com- 
pared with  the  vastness  of  other  ob- 
jects around,  that  the  traveller  wiU 
probably  be  disappointed  in  its  appa- 
rent size.  Numerous  torrents  are 
passed,  descending  furiously  from  the 

flaciers  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  cutting 
eep  channels.  It  is  no  easy  matter 
to  maintain  the  parapets  and  bridges, 
which  are  liable  to  be  carried  away 
by  every  storm.  The  valley  now  ex- 
pands considerably. 

About  half  a  league  beyond  the 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  Taoone;^, 
is  the  hamlet  of  Bossons,  and  near  it 
the  glacier  of  Bossons,  which  stretches 
further  out  into  the  valley  than  any 
other.  It  is  a  beautiful  object  at  a 
distance,  and  deserves  close  examina- 
tion on  account  of  the  purity  of  its 
ice  and  the  elegant  and  fantastic  forms 
of  its  ice  pyramids.  The  Pavilion,  at 
a  very  short  walk  from  the  high  road, 
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commands  an  excellent  view  of  the 
glacier. 

[2  m.  below  Chamouni  is  a  path 
(rt.)  by  which  you  may  visit  the  Cca- 
cade  du  DardJ} 

A  little  above  the  glacier  of  Bos- 
sons  the  Arve  is  crossed,  and  the 
road  contmues  on  its  right  bank.  At 
the  head  of  the  valley  is  seen  the 
Glacier  du  Bois,  the  largest  in  the 
Talley,  the  terminus,  in  fact,  of  the  Mer 
de  Glace.  This  lies,  however,  a  league 
beyond  the  Tillage  of  ChamounL 

Chamouni.  Inns:  Hotel  Ro^al  de 
rUnion — two  houses  belonging  to 
the  same  proprietor;  that  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  river  has  the  best  rooms; 
— ^Hotel  de  Londres  et  d*Angleterre 
has  also  two  houses;  table  d*.h6te  4  fr., 
wine  1  fr.  50  c :  boUi  these  are  excel- 
lent hotels.  H.  de  Saussure,  with  a 
dependence  formerly  the  H.  de  la 
Couronne,  well  spoken  of.  H.du  Nord, 
moderate.  H.  du  Mont  Blanc,  good: 
visitors  are  taken  en  pension  at  8  fr. 
a  day  for  two  meals. 

In  August  and  September  the  inns 
are  frequently  so  full  that  travellers 
arriving  late  at  night  have  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  obtaining  accommodation. 
The  mineral  warm  baths,  in  the  prin- 
cipal inns,  ofier  the  most  refreshing 
and  agreeable  luxury  after  the  fatigue 
of  mountain  excursions. 

Banker,  M.  Nerond. 

The  English  Church,  opened  1860  by 
the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  is  a  neat 
and  strong  building  of  granite,  hold- 
ing 200  persons,  erected  at  a  cost  of 
1340^.,  chiefly  from  English  subscrip- 
tions. It  stands  outside  the  town  on 
1.  of  the  road  leading  to  the  Montan- 
vert.  The  site  was  obtained,  after 
some  local  resistance,  through  the  in- 
teryention  of  the  government  of  Turin. 

Chamouni  is  now  a  lar^  and  im- 
portant community,  which  displays 
almost  the  bustle  of  an  English  water- 
ing-place in  what  was  once  the  most 
retired  of  Alpine  valleys.  With 
the  exception,  however,  of  the  enor- 
mous hotels  which  appear  to  have 
been  dropped  there,  the  yillage,  as 
most  other  Swiss  and  Savoy  villages, 
retains  its  pristine  appearance.  Great 
part  of  it  was  burnt  in  1855, 
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The  villa^  of  Chamouni,  or  Le 
Priewd,  as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
from  a  Benedictine  convent  esta« 
blished  here  about  the  end  of  the 
nth  century,  was  known  earlier  than 
is  generally  imagined.  The  original 
act  for  founding  the  priory  bears  the 
seal  of  Count  Aymon,  and  a  reference 
to  "Papa  Urbano"  (Pope  Urban  II.), 
which  fixes  the  date  between  1088 
and  1099— probably  about  1090.  This 
deed  conferred  a  grant  of  the  Yale  of 
Chamouni,  from  the  Col  de  Balme 
to  the  torrent  of  the  Diosa  near 
Servoz — about  7^  leagues  in  length, 
by  about  3  in  breadth,  inclumng 
the  mountain  sides  and  slojoes.  From 
this  document  the  origin  of  the 
name  of  Chamouni  may  be  disco- 
vered. The  words  Campus  Munitus, 
champ  muni,  or  fortified  field,  come, 
perha]ps,from  its  mountain  boundaries ; 
but  this  name  does  not  occur  after  the 
adoption  of  Priturd,  The  first  visit 
recorded,  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva, 
within  whose  diocese  Chamouni  lay, 
was  in  the  15th  century;  when,  after 
visiting  the  abbot  of  Sallenches,  he 
continued  his  perilous  journey,  accom- 
panied by  the  abbot^  his  two  officiat- 
ing clerical  attendants,  and  some 
menial  persons,  all  on  foot,  to  Cha- 
mouni, where  he  arrived  as  late  as 
Oct.  4,  1443.  In  1606  St.  Fran9ois 
de  Sales  penetrated  into  this  remote 
comer  of  his  diocese. 

The  first  knowledge  of  Chamouni 
was  clearly  not  a  discovery  of  Wynd- 
ham  and  Jrocock.  With  Geneva  and 
with  Germany  tha  natives  of  Cha- 
mouni had  long  had  much  inter- 
course, and  their  fairs,  held  at  the 
priory,  brought  many  strangers.  The 
ordormance  for  establishing  these  fairs 
was  granted  by  Philip  of  Savoy,  Comte 
of  Geneva,  and  bears  date  1530,  and  3 
years- later  he  gave  permission  for  the 
establishment  of  a  weekly  market, 
which  still  exists.  It  was,  however, 
Messrs.  Wyndham  and  Focock*s  ex- 
cursion to  Chamouni,  and  their  report 
of  it  in  the  Poyal  Societies  Transactions^ 
in  1741,  which  aroused  in  this  country 
general  attention  towards  these  retired 
wilds  and  roost  sublime  scenery.  They 
are  stUl  held  in  honour  at  Chamouni, . 
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and  the  stone  where  they  are  erro- 
neously supposed  to  have  slept  at  the 
side  of  the  glacier  was  called  Fierre  des 
Anglais,  and,  haying  been  broken  or 
destroyed,  another  stone  has  been 
placed  there  by  the  Tillage  with  the 
inscription  "Focock  et  Wyndham, 
1 74 1 .  Saussure's  first  risit  took  place 
1760. 

The  OuideSf  mules,  and  all  afiairs 
connected  with  them  are  regelated  by 
the  state.  They  are  placed  under  the 
managementof  a  gtiide  en  chef,  and  ruled 
by  an  elaborate  code  of  laws  and  tariff 
of  charges,  which  all  must  obey.  By 
these  regulations  more  than  200 
men  are  enrolled  as  guides,  supposed 
to  be  selected  for  their  intellieence, 
and  the  excellence  of  the  certificates 
given  to  them  by  employers  satisfied 
with  their  conduct  To  the  gnide  en  chef 
application  must  be  made  for  guides. 
The  men  are  inscribed  in  a  book, 
and  subjected  to  an  examination  as 
well  as  the  mules:  each  takes  his 
turn  (tour  de  rdle),  and  if  a  guide  be 
taken  out  of  his  turn  a  fine  of  25  fr. 
is  levied  on  him.  This  arrangement 
is  certainly  calculated  to  repress  emu- 
lation amongst  the  guides,  and  great 
complaints  are  made  of  it  by  those 
who  wish  to  make  expeditions  into 
the  High  Alps,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
causes  for  preferring  Zermatt  as  a 
mountain  centre.  A  new  and  im- 
proved set  of  re^rnlations  were  esta- 
blished by  the  King  of  Sardinia  in 
1859,  on  the  application  of  the  Alpine 
Club,  and  of  some  eminent  scientific 
men,  and  most  of  the  restrictions 
which  had  been  complained  of  were 
removed.  Since  the  annexation  of 
Savoy  to  France  the  retrograde  party 
succeeded  for  a  while  in  re-establish- 
ing the  old  rules.  They  now  permit 
travellers  to  choose  their  own  guides  if 

1.  They  desire  to  undertake  **  ex- 
traordinary" expeditions. 

2.  If  eng^ed  in  scientific  pursuits. 

3.  If  they  do  not  know  French,  and 
require  a  guide  to  speak  a  language 
they  know. 

4.  If  thev  desire  to  re-engage  a 
guide  the^  have  had  in  former  years. 

5.  Ladies,  unaooompanied  by  a 
gentleman. 


I      Members  of  the  Alpine  Club^  «nct 
those  who  can  give  eviaence  of  haring^ 
;  frequently  made  expeditions   in   the 
high  Alps,  are  exempt  from  restric- 
tions of  the  tour  de  role,  and  also 
I  of  the  number  of  guides  they  take 
'  with  them.    The  charge  for  a  guide 
is  6  fr.,  and  6  fr.  also   for  a  mule. 
-  But   there    are   extra   charges    for 
'  seeing   particular   places,  according 
'  to  the  tariff.    Thus:  for  the  Jardin, 
I  10  frs.;  Buet,  13  frs. ;  Grands  Mulets, 
40  frs.;  Col  du  Geant,  50  frs.;  and 
I  Mont  Bhinc,   100  frs.    Also  to  the 
Fleg^re    is    one    day;    and    if    tho 
I  tourist  visits  the  source  of  Uie  Anr^- 
'  ron  on  his  return,  a  fUrther  charge 
I  is  made,  and  so  on.     Persons   not 
I  accustomed  to  mountain  riding  will 
'  require  a  man  to  each  mule,  but  those 
!  who  can  manage  their  mules  need 
only  take  one  guide  ta  four  mules. 
No  bonnemain  is  expected.    About 
I  300   horses  and  mules  are  kept  at 
i  Chamouni.    Many  of  the  Chamouni 
'  guides  are  first-rate  mountaineers,  and 
I  at  the  same  time  superior  in  educa- 
tion and  manners  to  most  men  of  their 
station   in  life.     Most  of  these  are 
usually  engaged  during  the  summer 
in  distant  expeditions,  in  which  they 
are  engaged    for   several   weeks  or 
months  with  the  same  traveller. 

There  is  a  convention  between  the 
communes  of  Chamouni  and  Mar- 
tigpay,  by  which  the  muleteers  of  the 
one  place  are  prevented  taking  em- 
ployment on  their  return  home :  thus 
securing  to  them  back  fare  or  double 

Bread,  cold  meat,  and  wine,  or 
other  refreshments,  should  be  taken 
by  the  guide  to  the  Jardin,  the  Mont 
Breven,  or  other  distant  excursiona 

KShrIi  Frdres,  Anguste  Balmat,  and 
Co.,  keep  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  carved 
wood,  polished  stone^  crystals,  &c 
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EXCUBSXONS  ABOUND  CHAHOXmi. 

"  —  AboTe  me  are  the  Alps, 
The  Pklaces  of  Natore,  whose  vast  walla 
Have  pinnacled  in  cluuda  their  snowy  soalpa, 
And  throned  Ivtemitv  in  Icy  halls 
or  cold  sablimity,  where  formx  and  (k\\a 
The  Avalnnche,  the  thunderbolt  of  anow ! 
All  that  expands  the  spirit,  yet  appala, 
(lather  around  tlieae  anmmita,  aa  to  ahow 
How  earth  may  pierce  to  HeaTon,  yet  leave 
vain  man  below.** 

It  is  impossible  to  imagine  the 
bustle  and  excitement  of  a  visit  to 
Chamomu.  The  arrival  and  depar- 
ture of  travellers,  the  presence  ox  the 
guides  and  their  tales  of  adventures, 
the  plans  for  to-da/  or  to-morrow,  the 
weather,  not  here  the  commonplace 
substitute  for  having  nothing  else  to 
say,  but  the  most  important  source  of 
enjoyment  or  disappointment  to  the 
traveller. 

a.  When  cloudjr  weather  forbids 
jour  thinking  of  excursions  in  which 
a  distant  view  is  the  chief  object,  a 
visit  to  the  Caacade  da  Dard  may  be 
made. 

This  Cascade  has  sni»erseded  the 
Pelerins.  Its  situation  is  more  pic- 
tures(^ue,  and  it  is  a  little  nearer  Cha- 
mouni — about  }  of  an  hr.  from  the 
village.  It  will  well  repay  a  visit 
on  an  **  off  day.**  Cross  tne  bridge 
and  turn  to  the  rL,  and  in  less 
than  10  min.  you  will  find  the  path 
divide  at  the  second  cluster  of  cottages. 
Take  the  I.  or  upper  one,  which  passes 
a  sort  of  little  amphitheatre  of  ground 
hollowed  in  the  fields,  and  bear  to 
the  L  towards  and  through  a  pine- 
wood  in  a  slanting  and  southerly 
direction.  The  path  is  tolerably  clear, 
and  leads  to  the  edge  of  a  ravine  of 
large  boulders  of  granite,  through 
which  the  stream  which  feeds  and 
flows  from  tbe  cascade,  runs.  Do  not 
cross  this  stream,  but  keep  up  its 
right  side,  through  a  small  mountain 
meadow  of  an  irregular  shape  (take 
the  centre  path),  and  you  will  soon 
see  the  chalet  of  the  cascade,  at 
which  refreshments  can  be  had, 
before  you,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
stream,  to  which  you  must  cross  by  a 
plank.  Then  descend  to  the  bottom 
of  the  fall  by  a  path  at  the  comer  of 
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the  ch&let  The  situation  of  this 
cascade  is  charming,  and  well  repays 
a  visit.  You  ma^  return  if  you  please 
by  a  path  which  descends  to  the 
village  of  Les  Pterins,  or  an  easy  and 
pleasant  walk  of  about  f  of  an  hr. 
brings  you  to  the  Glacier  des  Bossons. 
The  rock  which  occasioned  the  peculiar 
shape  of  the  cascade  des  Pterins  has 
been  carried  away  by  the  torrent,  and 
the  Pterins  is  no  longer  worth  a  visit. 
From  the  Cascade  du  Dard  there  is 
also  a  path  which  leads  you  in  about 
2  hrs.  by  a  steep  but  safe  ascent  to 
the  Chftlet  de  la  Pierre-Pointue,  which 
is  the  first  stage  on  the  Chamouni 
route  to  the  summit  of  Mt  Blanc. 
This  is  a  pleasant  walk,  for  the  most 
part  through  a  pine  and  larch  forest, 
with  fine  and  near  views  of  the  Glacier 
des  Bossons  on  your  1.,  and  of  the 
Brtfvent  and  the  Aiguilles  Rouges  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  vallejr. 

6.  TAe  Montancert, — This  is  gene* 
rally  the  first,  often  the  only  excur- 
sion made  from  Chamouni.  The  ob- 
ject of  it  is  to  visit  the  Mer  de  Qlace^ 
the  great  glacier  which  terminates  in 
the  Glacier  du  Bois,  and  the  source  of 
the  Arveron,  in  the  valley  of  Cha- 
monnL  There  is  a  mule-road,  and  the 
inn  or  pavilion  on  the  Montanveri 
may  be  reached  on  mules  in  2  hrs.: 
to  descend  takes  about  1^  hr.  No 
occasion  for  a  guide  except  to  show 
the  way,  which  is  very  easy  to  find. 
To  go  to  the  Montanvert  you  cross 
the  Arve  and  keep  to  the  1.  over  the 
meadows,  by  a  path  which  traverses 
the  valley  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
where  the  path  rises  above  the  valley, 
through  the  forest  of  pines  skirting 
the  iMse  of  the  mountain,  in  some 
places  rather  steep;  when  once  in  the 
wood  it  is  not  easy  to  miss  the  way. 

After  a  scramble  amidst  rocks,  and 
the  roots  of  pines  and  larches,  occa- 
sional openings  among  the  trees  afford 
peeps  into  the  valley  of  the  Arve  up 
and  down,  of  the  Flegere  and  Breven 
opposite,  and  mark  the  height  rapidly 
attained.  Sometimes  the  path  crosses 
the  channels  of  winter  avalanches. 
As  you  mount  higher,  that  gigantic 
obebsk  of  granite,  the  Aiguille  de  Dni, 
peers  down  upon  you  from  above  the 
u  2 
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^pine  -tops,  and  becomes  a  most  striking 
feature  in  the  scene. 

An  Inn,  or  Pavilion,  affording  li- 
mited sleeping  accommodation  (3 
bed-rooms)  and  moderate  &re,  has 
been  built  on  the  Montanvert,  and  is 
kept  by  the  worthy  guide,  David 
Coutet.  It  has  succeeded  to  the 
rude  hut,  composed  of  a  boulder  stone 
and  dry  wall  turfed  over,  beneath 
which  oaussure  slept,  and  to  the  regu- 
larly built  cabin,  called  "  Chateau  de 
Blair/'  from  the  Englishman  who 
erected  it,  1778-81.  Here  Professor 
Tyndall  spent  many  weeks  while  in- 
Testigating  the  theory  of  glacier 
movement.  The  inn  is  a  good 
station  for  visiting  the  higher  part  of 
the  Mer  de  Gla^  Jardm,  &c  ;  al- 
though the  thermometer  sometimes 
sinks  to  39^  Fahr.  in  Sept.  Prof! 
Forbes  determined  its  height  above 
the  sea-level  at  6303  ft 

From  the  Montanvert  the  Mer  de 
Glace  is  seen  to  an  extent  of  2  leagues 
up  the  vallev,  towards  the  Mont  Pe- 
riades  and  the  Aiguilles  of  Lechaud, 
on  either  side  of  which  a  branch  ex- 
tends; that  on  the  S.W.  forming 
the  Qlaaier  d'A  Qeant,  that  extending 
nearly  due  S.  is  the  Olacier  d$  Le* 
ohaud,  which  again  divides,  sending 
off  to  the  £.  the  Glacier  da  Talkfre, 
The  view  of  this  enormous  sea  of  ice 
is  one  of  the  most  striking  scenes  of 
wonder,  but  its  great  extent,  from  the 
vast  size  of  every  object  about  it,  is  not 
mpreciatedatfirst-.  Directly  across  the 
Mer  de  Glace  are  some  of  the  finest  of 
those  pinnacled  mountains  which  form 
so  striking  and  peculiar  a  feature  in 
the  Chamouni  scenery.  The  nearest 
is  the  Aiguille  de  Dnt,  and  further  on 
to  ti^e  rt.  is  the  Aiguille  du  Moine.  A 
thousand  nameless  pinnacles  pierce 
the  clouds  between  them,  and  seem  to 
prop  the  loftiest  of  this  stupendous 
mass,  which  is  the  Aiguille  Verte, 
rising  more  than  13,000  n.  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  nearly  7000  ft 
above  the  Montanvert.  Immediately 
below  the  Montanvert  is  the  Pierre 
des  Anglais.  As  you  ascend  to  the 
Montanvert,  there  are  frequent  open- 
ings in  the  wood  which  afibrd  fine 
ti9ws  of  the  fir^vent  and  the  Aiguilles 


Rouges,  which  well  deserve  attention; 
and  observe,  too,  the  beautiful  swelling 
bosoms  of  wood,  separated  from  each 
other  by  the  courses  of  the  mountain 
torrents,  which  are  situated  under 
that  range. 

Those  who  do  not  intend  to  cross 
the  Mer  de  Glace,  should,  at  least, 
descend  upon  it,  to  have  a  just  idea 
of  its  character,  and  should  walk  far 
-enough  upon  it,  50  or  100  yds.,  to  ob- 
serve close  at  hand  the  intense  blue 
colour  in  the  crevices,  which  cannot 
be  conceived  when  looking  down  firom 
a  distance,  on  account  of  the  stones  and 
soil  which  cover  its  surface.  Those 
who  wish  to  see  more,  and  to  enjoy  the 
novel  feeling  of  walking  on  a  glacier 
and  finding  the  sun  intensely  hot 
upon  the  ice,  will  cross  the  glacier  to 
the  Chapeau  (</),  and  the  mules  may 
be  sent  round  to  meet  the  travellers  at 
the  foot  of  the  Chapeau.  The  passage 
of  the  glacier  occupies  about  naif  an 
hour,  and  in  ordinary  seasons  presents 
no  danger.  Ea^ h  lady  will  require  a 
guide  to  assist,  and  the  guides  generally 
make  an  extra  demand  for  so  doinc^. 
Those  who  do  not  cross  the  glacier  wUl 
return  from  the  Montanvert  by  the 
mule-path,  which  may  be  left  about  ^ 
an  hr.  from  the  top,  and  by  a  very 
steep  descent,  called  FUiaz,  the  source 
of  the  Arveron  (/)  may  be  reached. 
If  this  path  is  taken,  the  mules  should 
be  sent  on  to  meet  the  travellers  at 
Lea  Pres. 

e.  The  Jardm, — Those  who  wish  to 
cross  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and  visit  the 
Jardin,  on  the  Glacier  de  Tal^fre,  one 
of  the  most  striking  excursions  in  the  ichole 
range  of  the  Alps,  may  either  sleep  at 
the  Montanvert  or  take  a  mule  up  to 
the  top  of  it.  Thence  it  is  a  walk  of 
4  hrs.  to  the  Jardin,  and  3  to  return, 
and  the  whole  expedition,  including 
halts,  will  occupy  about  13  hrs.  Pro- 
visions can  be  obtained  at  the  Montan- 
vert. No  person  should  go  alone,  and 
those  not  well  used  to  the  glaciers 
should  take  a  guide  for  each  traveller. 
Ladies  who  venture  will  require  2 
guides.  The  great  object  of  the  ex- 
cursion is  to  enter  more  into  the  heart 
of  Mont  Blanc^  to  penetrate  into  its 
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profound  valleys,  and  witness  scenes 
of  more  savage  solitude.  Improve- 
ments in  the  path  are  projectecL  As 
in  all  glacier  excursions,  the  diffi- 
culties to  be  encountered  vary  with 
the  state  of  the  ice,  the  width  of  the 
crevasses,  and  the  presence  or  absence 
of  fresh  snow. 

The  course  taken  is  to  follow  the  1. 
or  W.  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and 
reach  the  base  of  the  Aiguille  de 
CKarmox,  where,  owing  to  the  rarer 
occurrence  of  crevasses,  the  Mer  de 
Glace  can  be  crossed  with  safety. 
i  hr.  after  leaving  the  Montanvert  is, 
for  beginners,  the  first  difficulty  in 
the  journey,  called  **  Les  Fonts.  It 
is  a  narrow  path  cut  in  the  slaty  side 
of  a  precipice;  but  the  ledge,  though 
narrow,  affords  perfectly  good  holdine 
for  hands  and  fSe«t.  This  once  cleared 
yon  descend  upon  the  moraine,  along 
which  you  scramble  for  about  1^  hr.; 
you  then  begin  to  cross  the  glacier. 
4  ridges,  covered  by  moraines,  which 
lie  in  the  direction  of  the  glacier,  are 
crossed.  Beyond  the  4th  moraine  a 
point  is  reached  where  the  elacier 
splits  into  2  great  arms:  1  turning rt, 
towards  the  Mont  Blanc,  takes  the 
name  of  Glacier  du  Geant\  the  other, 
on  the  L,  is  called  Glacier  de  Lechaud, 
Our  way  lies  over  the  Lechaud,  nearly 
1^  hrs.  walk,  until  it  comes  in  contact 
with  the  lower  extremity  of  that  of 
Tal^re,  which  here  presents  a  very 
striking  appearance,  from  the  disrup- 
tion of  the  ice,  and  the  vast  and  wild 
masses  and  pyramids  into  which  the 

f lacier  has    oroken,    in    its    abrupt 
escent. 

After  leaving  the  glacier  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  climb  the  rocks  of  the  Cou- 
vercle,  the  base  of  the  Aiguille  du  Ta- 
lefre.  The  path  lies  nearly  up  the  face 
of  the  rock,  to  climb  which,  in  some 
places,  the  hands  are  required,  as 
well  as  the  feet  This  part  of  the 
passage  is  called  the  Emlets.  Above 
It,  where  the  path  is  less  steep,  and 
where  there  is  some  herbage,  the  tra- 
veller, after  walking  a  short  distance 
along  the  side  of  the  Glacier  du  Ta- 
lefre  tiU  he  finds  *a  place  where  the 
glacier  is  smooth,  crosses  the  glacier, 
and  reaches  an  oasis  in  this  desert — 


an  island  in  the  ice— a  rock  which  is 
covered  with  a  beautiful  herbage,  and 
enamelled,  in  August,  with  fiowers — 
this  is  the  Jardin  of  this  palace  of  na- 
ture. It  is  about  7  acres  in  extent, 
and  the  lowest  part  is  9030  ft.  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  giandeur  and  desolation 
of  such  a  spot,  amidst  the  overwhelm* 
ing  sublimity  of  the  surronndinr  ob- 
jects, the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz,  Blai- 
tiere,  and  the  Geant,  and  the  enormous 
glaciers  that  encompass  them  ;  all 
vindicate  the  truth  of  the  poet's  de- 
scription,— 

"  Mont  Blane  b  the  nonarch  of  momtaint^ 
Thev  crown'd  him  long  •go. 
On  a  tnron«  of  rocka,  in  a  ruoe  of  clouda, 
Whh  a  diadem  of  aaow.** 

In  retnming  fh>m  the  Jardin  to 
Chamouni  it  is  not  necessary  to  return 
by  the  Montanvert.  There  is  a  path 
called  the  Mouret  running  along  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  over 
the  lateral  Moraine  and  descending 
upon  the  Cfaapeau.  By  taking  this 
course  you  pass  near  those  remarkable 
phenomelia  of  the  Glacier,  the  **  Mou- 
UDs,"  and  3  pretty  waterfaUs,  coming 
down  from  the  heights  above.  The 
usual  plan,  however,  is  to  descend  by 
the  E^alets,  and  thence  to  walk 
down  the  glacier  and  look  into  the 
"Moulin,"  where  a  glacier  torrent 
fells  into  frightful  cayerns  of  ice  then 
keeping  towards  the  1.  to  get  upon 
the  moraine  again,  and  so  return  to 
the  Montanvert. 

If  the  traveller  be  not  pressed  for 
time,  and  have  a  taste  fbr  such  sublime 
scenes,  he  may,  by  8leepiu|r  at  the  Pa- 
vilion, enjoy  these  in  a  high  degree, 
by  exploring,  after  a  descent  from  the 
Jardin,  the  upper  part  of  the  Mer  de 
Glace  and  the  Glacier  de  Lechaud: 
for  this  there  will  be  time  enough, 
and  even  to  make  collections  of  plants 
and  minerals,  which  are  highly  inte- 
resting ;  the  former  at  the  ffgralets 
and  on  the  Jardin,  and  the  latter 
on  the  Moraines  of  the  Glacier  of 
Tal^fre,  and  on  the  £.  side  of  the 
Mer  de  Glace.  The  next  morning, 
instead  of  returning  by  the  beaten 
road  to  Chamouni,  the  traveller  may 
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explore  the  bases  of  the  Aiguilles  be- 
tween the  Mer  de  Glaoe  and  Mont 
Blanc,  and  crossing  with  caution  the 
Glacier  du  F61erin,  descending  from 
the  Aiguille  du  Midi,  he  wUl  find 
himseir  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice 
immediately  overlooking  the  Glacier 
du  Bossona,  not  far  from  the  point 
where  it  is  crossed,  opposite  the 
Grands  Mulcts,  in  the  ascent  of  Mont 
Blanc.  From  this  he  will  have  a  fSeur 
better  idea,  than  from  any  other  ]^int, 
of  the  real  nature  of  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,  and  the  magnificence 
of  the  scenes  to  be  enjoy^  in  that 
expedition.  A  very  steep  but  beau- 
tiful descent,  chiefly  over  herbage, 
and  parallel  to  the  course  of  Uie 
Glacier  du  Bossons,  will  lead  him  to 
the  valley  of  Chamouni,  2  miles  below 
the  villaee.  A  short  day  only  is  ne- 
cessary for  this  interesting  excursion. 
d.  The  Flegh-e.^'ETom.Xh^  fibcility 
with  which  this  mountain  can  be 
ascended,  and  the  admirable  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  which  it  commands,  it  is 
the  one  most  generally  attained  by 
ladies.  It  may  be  accomplished  on 
mules  the  whole  way,  or  purt  of  the 
way  in  a  char  by  those  who  are 
afraid  of  fatigue,  and  there  is  no 
occasion  for  a  guide  except  to  show 
the  way.  The  point  attained  lies 
exactly  opposite  the  Glacier  du  Bois, 
or  Mer  de  Glace  ;  and  from  no  point 
is  the  remarkable  group  of  Ai- 
ffuilles  which  surround  the  Aiguille 
verte  more  finely  seen.  The  Mon- 
tanvert  is  visited  for  the  sake  of 
its  proximity  to  the  Mer  de  Glace  ; 
the  Fleg^re,  to  enjoy  a  view  of  Mont 
Blanc  with  its  attendant  objects. 
From  Chamouni  to  the  Fleg^re  re- 
quires only  2^  hrs.,  and  about  2  hrs. 
to  return.  The  road  that  leads  to  it 
lies  up  the  valley,  to  the  hamlet  of  les 
Pres,  where  it  turns  off  to  the  1.  to- 
wards the  Aieuille  de  Charlanods,  one 
of  the  Aiguilles  Rouges,  where  a  steep 
path  up  the  bed  of  a  winter  torrent 
commences  and  leads  up  to  the  pas- 
turnee  of  Fra  de  Viola.  Thence  a 
good  hour  through  a  wood  is  re- 
quired to  attain  the  Croix  de  la  Fle- 
g6re,  which  commands  a  view  of  the 
whole  range,  from  the  Col  de  Balme 


to  the  furthest  glacier  that,  beloir 
Chamouni,  streams  into  the  ralley, 
which  lies  in  a  great  part  of  its  extent 
in  delicious  repose  beneath  the  ob- 
server. 

Within  2  minutes'  walk  of  the  Cross 
is  the  Chdlet  of  Fleg^re,  which  affords 
shelter  in  unfavourable  weather,  and 
where  refreshment  may  be  had  :  for 
sight-seeing  is  turned  to  ^^ood  aecoimt 
in  every  place  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Chamouni,  where  the  visitors  are 
numerous  enough  to  ensure  a  sale  of 
the  provision  made.  It  has  been 
enlarged,  and  even  contains  a  bod 
or  two.  The  height  of  the  Croix  de 
Fleg^re  is  6350  ft,  about  3000  feet 
above  the  yalley.  There  is  a  path 
from  the  Flegire  to  the  Breven, 
rather  rough  in  some  places,  but  rery 
interesting;  being,  in  fact,  a  lofty 
terrace  extending  about  4  m.,  and 
commanding  a  splendid  yiew  of  the 
Mont  Blanc  range. 

If  the  traveller  be  pressed  for  time, 
and  can  only  visit  one  of  the  spots 
of  interest  around  Chamouni,  it 
should  be  the  Montanvert;  if  two, 
that  and  the  Fleg^re;  unless  he  feels 
capable  of  greater  things,  in  which 
oase,  instead  of  the  Fleg^re,  he  should 
at  once  ascend  the 

e,  Breven. — A  compensating-  excur- 
sion, attended  with  some  fatigue,  yet 
easily  practicable  in  7  hrs.,  ailowintr 

2  hrs.  on  the  top.  A  g^ood  walker  will 
ascend  from  Cnamouni  to  the  top  in 

3  hrs.  and  descend  in  2  hrs.  A  day 
should  be  devoted  to  it,  and  will  be 
well  spent.  There  is  a  good  mule-path, 
commencing  behind  Uie  Ch.  of  CAa^ 
mowtiij  by  which  you  may  ride  in  2 
hours  to  the  chalet  of  Planpra  (two- 
thirds  of  the  ascent),  where  the  mules 
are  left;,  and  where  refreshments  may 
be  had.  (A  mule-path  has  been  made 
by  the  French  Government  from 
Planpra  to  Sixt,  Kte.  148.) 

Above  Planpra,  either  a  fatiguing 
path  may  be  taken,  which  is  cut  in 
the  rocks,  or  one  that  leads  directly 
up  the  pastur^es,  which,  when  dry, 
are  very  slippery  ;  some  patches  of 
snow  are  passed,  and  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  observe  the  red  fungus  upun 
it  which  Captain  Parry  notioed  in  the 
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high  latitudes  of  his  northern  voyages. 
At  the  end  of  an  hour  from  Planpra, 
the  path  reaches  the  base  of  a  steep 
rock,  which  it  is  necessitry  to  climb  by 
La  Cheminee,  a  sort  of  open  fissure  or 
chimney*  about  50  ft  nigh,  in  the 
rock,  nearly  vertical,  with  rueged 
points  and  edges  to  be  graspea  by 
the  hands,  and  holes  for  the  feet. 
Above  it  the  path  is  not  steep,  but 
lies  over  stones  and  rocks,  requiring 
care  and  time,  to  the  summit  of 
the  Breven;  this  has  an  elevation  of 
about  8500  £ng.  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  or  5000  above  Chamouni, 
not  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  height 
of  Mont  Blanc  above  the  valley.  This 
elevation,  however,  oilers  the  finest 
view  of  the  whole  mass  of  Mont  Blanc 
of  all  the  numerous  sites  whence  it 
can  be  seen.  Owing  to  this  proximity 
every  peak  and  glacier,  and  even 
icrevices  in  the  glaciers,  can  be  dis- 
tinguished, as  well  as  every  pasturage 
and  chllet  on  the  mountain  side  above 
the  pine-forests,  and  below  the  eternal 
snows.  It  is  a  glorious  view,  extend- 
ing over  the  entire  range,  with  all  its 
aiguilles  and  glaciers,  {i:t>m  the  Col 
de  Bakne  to  the  Col  de  Vosa,  for 
the  cross  on  one  and  the  pavilion  on  the 
other  may  be  seen  from  the  Breven. 
From  the  Buet,  2000  ft  higher,  there 
is  a  more  extended  horizon,  but  the 
Breven  conceals  all  the  lower  belts  of 
Mont  Blanc;  and  as  the  Buet  is  double 
the  distance  from  the  peak  of  the 
"  Monarch,*'  he  is  not  so  distinct,  nor 
offers  a  scene  half  so  g^rand. 
I  The  return  to  Chamouni  may  be 

I  varied  by  passing  on  the  W.  side  of 
i  the  Breven,  above  the  valley  of  Dio- 
za,  near  to  a  little  lake,  then,  de- 
scending by  the  ch&lets  of  Calaveiran, 
a  path  leads  down  to  les  Ouches,  in 
the  valley  of  Chamouni,  and  thence 
up  the  valley  to  the  priory,  or  the 
tourist  may  return  by  tne  Flege're. 

/.  Source  of  the  Arveron. — This  afflu- 
ent of  the  Arve  formerly  issued  from 
beneath  a  vault  or  cave  of  ice  with 
which  the  Glacier  du  Bois  and  the 
Mer  de  Glace  terminate;  but  by  one 
i  of  the  changes  to  which  glaciers  are 
constanUy  hable,  the  stream  for  some 


time  has  found  its  way  out  at  the  side 
of  the  glacier  at  a  spot  some  way 
higher  up,  forming  a  waterfall  visible 
from  Chamouni.  Consequently  the 
spot  has  lost  some  of  its  interest. 
It  is  a  pleasant  walk  of  about  an  hour 
(3  m.),  keeping^  the  char-road  to 
Argentidre,  and  up  the  valley  as 
far  as  les  Pres^  where  that  to  the 
source  of  the  Arveron  turns  off  to 
the  rt,  and  passes  the  hamlet  of 
Bois,  leading  in  about  ^  an  hour  to  the 
source.  The  source  may  very  con- 
veniently be  visited  on  descending 
from  the  Fleg^re,  or  by  a  short  cut 
from  the  Montanvert,  or  on  the  way 
to  the  Chapeau.  The  vault  of  ice 
varies  greatly  in  different  seasons, 
and  at  Afferent  times  a  change  of  from 
30  to  100  ft.  of  height  in  the  arch  has 
been  remarked.  At  times  it  may  be 
entered,  but  with  some  risk,  owing  to 
the  danger  of  blocks  of  ice  detaching 
themselves  from  the  vault.  In  1797 
three  persons  were  crushed. 

The  scenery  around  the  source  is 
very  grand  ;  the  deep  blackness  of  the 
depth  of  vault,  the  bright  and  beauti- 
ful azure  where  the  light  is  trans- 
mitted through  the  ice,  are  striking. 
The  enormous  rocks  brought  down  by 
the  glacier  from  the  mountains  above, 
here  tumble  over  and  are  deposited 
in  the  bed  of  the  Arve.  Here,  too, 
the  dark  forest,  and  the  broken  trunks 
of  pines,  add  to  the  wild  character  of 
the  scene. 

The  advance  and  recession  of  the 

flaciers  depend  upon  the  seasons, 
f  it  be  hot,  a  larger  quantity  of  ice 
is  melted,  while  a  wet  season,  by  de- 
positing a  ereater  quantity  of  snow, 
and  diminishing  the  rate  of  melting, 
causes  the  glacier  to  advance.  Some- 
times the  difference  is  many  hundred 
feet  It  is  not  more  than  40  years 
since  the  Glacier  du  Bois  reached  the 
forests  of  pines,  now  passed  through 
in  approacning  to  it 

g.  The  Chapeau  Is  one  of  the  points 
of  view  over  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on 
the  side  furthest  from  Chamouni; 
from  it  the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz  and 
Blaiti^re  are  seen  immediately  under 
Mont  Blanc,  with  the  vale  of  Cha- 
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mouni,  the  Breyen,  and  other  Tast 
aad  interesting  objects;  but  its  chief 
interest  lies  in  its  proximity  to  the 
Mer  de  Glaoe,  where  the  glacier  begins 
to  break  into  pyramids  and  obelisks 
of  ice,  which  are  sometimes  seen  to 
fall  with  a  terrific  crash.  A  visit  to  the 
Chapeau  may  be  accomplished  either 
on  footer  with  the  mules:  if  you  go 
direct  to  it,  you  must  continue  alon|^  the 
valley  as  far  as  the  village  of  Les  Tines ; 
and,  after  having  passed  this  pictu- 
resque spot,  ascena  a  narrow  road  on 
the  right  hand  that  leads  to  the  scat- 
tered hamlet  of  Lavanche,  continue 
through  this  latter  by  a  good  mule- 
path  beside  the  glacier,  until  you 
arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to  the 
Chapeau.  Here  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  your  mules  in  care  of  a  boy, 
while  the  guide  conducts  you  to  a 
cavern,  where  there  is  a  ch&let,  above 
which  is  the  grass  mound  properly 
called  the  Chapeau:  strangers  in 
general  are  satisfied  with  a  visit  to 
Vie  chalet,  whence  the  view  is  unique 
and  very  astonishing,  displacing  the 
glacier  split  and  fractured  into  the 
needles  on  the  verge  of  its  descent 
into  the  valley  below. 

On  your  return  from  the  Chapeau 
you  descend  by  the  same  path  as  far 
as  Les  Tines,  whence  there  is  a  road 
on  the  left  to  the  hamlet  of  Les  Bois, 
situated  at  the  source  of  the  Arveron. 
This  excursion  may  be  aooomplished 
in  about  5  hrs.,  and  will  prove  one 
of  the  most  agreeable  and  least  fa- 
tiguing that  are  made  from  Chamouni. 

From  the  Chapeau  the  hut  on  the 
Montanvert  may  oe  reached  by  at  first 
continuing  to  ascend  on  the  £.  side  of 
the  glacier,  to  a  spot  where  a  path 
has  been  cut  in  the  face  of  a  precipice, 
nearly  perpendicular,  callea  Mauvaia 
Pas.  This  was  formerly  difficult,  but 
steps  have  been  cut,  and  an  iron  rod 
fixed  in  the  rock,  to  serve  as  a  banister, 
so  that  ladies  pass  daily  without  diffi- 
culty. Descending  by  this  path,  the 
moraine  and  then  the  glacier  is 
reached,  which  may  be  crossed  to  the 
Montanvert  (see  6). 

In  the  month  of  July,  when  the 
weather  permits,  a  large  number  of 
heifers   are  driven  firom  Chamouni, 


each  attended  by  its  owner,  to  the 
hut  on  Montanvert,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  conducted  across  the  Mer  de 
Glace,  to  pass  their  summer  of  3 
months  on  the  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains that  are  near  the  Aiguille  de 
Dm.  Before  they  are  launched  upon 
the  sea  of  ice,  a  number  of  peasants 
precede  them  with  hatchets  and  other 
tools,  in  order  to  level  such  places  as 
may  thus  be  rendered  less  dangerous, 
although  accidents  ^nerally  attend 
this  transit.  At  certain  intervals  men 
are  stationed  to  point  out  the  line  of 
march;  the  operation,  which  requires 
several  hours,  and  is  truly  picturesque 
to  witness,  is  worthy  the  attention  of 
a  stranger  who  should  happen  to  be  at 
Chamouni  at  the  time:  it  is  a  kind  of 
fit€  or  holiday,  for  men,  women,  and 
children  attend  the  procession,  paseong 
the  whole  day  on  the  mountain  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  this  extraordinary 
task.  One  man  remains  on  the  oppo* 
site  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glaee,  as 
guardian  to  the  herd,  that  wander 
about  in  search  of  the  rich  but  scanty 
pastures  of  those  untenanted  moun- 
tains. He  carries  with  him  sufficient 
bread  and  cheese  to  last  one  month, 
which  is  renewed  at  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  being  carried  to  him  by 
some  one  interested  in  his  welfore, 
and  is  the  contribution  of  those  whose 
heifers  are  under  his  care.  He  is 
allowed  one  cow,  which  furnishes  him 
with  milk:  knitting  is  his  chief  em- 
ploy, and  thus  he  passes  his  time  of 
expatriation  in  making  stockings  and 
contemplating  the  wonders  of  nature 
that  surround  him  during  3  months 
of  the  year. 

h.  Excursion  to  the  Ooi  ds  Balme  and 
Tete  Noire  and  back  without  going  to 
Martigny,  in  about  9^  hrs.,  combin- 
ing the  chief  beauties  of  both  passes. 
From  the  inn  on  the  summit  of  the  Col 
de  Balme  (Rte.  142)  turning  1.  across 
meadows  marked  with  sheep  and 
catUe  tracks,  and  bearing  away  gra- 
dually to  the  rt  you  pass  a  small  lake, 
whence  a  rather  steep  descent  brings 
you  in  about  an  hour  immediately 
above  the  valley  of  the  Tdte  Noire, 
whence  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of 
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it  and  of  the  Eau  Noir«  for  a  long 
distance.  The  path  now  turns  rt, 
and  for  i  an  hoar  skirts  the  edge  of 
the  precipice  until  it  arrives  imme- 
diatdy  alK>ye  the  H,  de  la  Tete  Noire 
(Rte.  141),  to  which  it  descends  in  lig- 
lags.  This  may  be  done  on  mule- 
back.  A  ruide  is  necessary  to  find 
the  path.  It  is  perhaps  better  to  take 
this  excursion  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, going  first  to  the  T^te  Noire, 
ascending  to  the  Col  de  Balme, 
and  descending  from  thence  to  Cha- 
monnL 

u  The  a9oerU  of  Mont  Blanc  is  now 
frequently  made  when  the  weather 
is  fayourable  for  the  expedition.  The 
mountain  is  now  so  well  known,  and 
the  proper  precautions  so  thoroughlpr 
understood,  that  no  serious  risk  is 
incurred.  It  should  be  generally 
known,  however,  that  those  who  make 
the  attempt  without  a  good  deal  of 
previous  training  may  suffer  severely 
from  excessive  fatigue,  and  are  likely 
to  derive  very  little  enjoyment  from 
the  expedition.  From  the  first  ascent 
in  1786,  up  to  the  end  of  1852,  56 
persons,  exclusive  of  guides,  had  as- 
cended. The  summers  from  1852  to 
1 859  were  very  favourable ;  20  or  30 
people  made  the  ascent  in  1854,  and 
many  more  in  some  subsequent  ^ears. 
In  1860  no  ascent  was  made,  owing  to 
the  -very  unfavourable  weather  which 
prevailed. 

In  1838  a  Mademoiselle  d'Angeville 
reached  the  summit,  and  when  there 
ordered  the  guides  to  lift  her  over 
their  heads,  m  order  that  she  might 
have  been  higher  than  any  one  else. 
A  Mrs.  Hamilton  went  up  in  1854, 
A  Swiss  peasant  g^rl  has  also  attained 
to  the  top. 

In  1820  three  guides  were  swept  off 
by  an  avalanche  and  lost,  but  when 
Messrs.  Fellowes  and  Hawes  went 
up  in  1827  they  took  a  course  to 
the  left  of  the  Roches  Rouges,  and 
this  has  greatly  lessened  the  risk  of 
the  ascent  by  avoiding  the  most  dan- 
gerous part  of  it.  In  1855  Messrs. 
Kennedy  and  Hudson,  and  three  other 
£nglishmen,  ascended  by  a  new  route 
from  St.  Gervais,  and  without  any 


glides.  For  fear,  however,  that  others 
should  think  that  they  can  follow  this 
example,  it  should  be  mentioned  that 
these  gentlemen  had  spent  severs! 
seasons  in  mountain  climbing,  and 
were  experienced  icemen,  and  had  also 
spent  a  long  time  in  surveying  and 
discussing  Mont  Blanc,  so  that  it  was 
tolerably  well  known  to  them.  They 
subsequently  published  an  account  of 
the  ascent,  and  also  of  an  attempt 
made  by  them  to  ascend  from  Cour- 
mayeur. 

Though  the  route  is  long  and 
fatiguing,  Mont  Blanc  is  not  a  very 
difficult  mountain,  and  is  far  easier 
than  Monte  Rosa,  the  Jung  Frau, 
Wetterhom,  &c  The  expense  of  the 
ascent  was,  until  lately,  about  25/.; 
but  for  a  party  of  3  or  4  it  is  now 
reduced  to  about  10/.  each. 

The  St.  Gervais  route  is  decidedly 
more  difficult  than  that  from  Cha- 
mouni,  and  the  failures  have  been 
far  more  numerous  than  the  suc- 
cessful ascents  by  that  route.  It  has 
been  preferred  by  some  for  its  novelty, 
and  because  it  is  much  less  expensive. 
Mollard,  Cuidet,  and  Octenier,  all 
living  near  St.  Gervais,  are  recom* 
mended  as  good  g^iides. 

The  way  from  Chamouni  first  fol- 
lows the  rt  bank  of  the  Glacier  des 
Bossons  to  the  base  of  the  Aiguille 
du  Midi;  it  then  crosses  the  glacier, 
and  arrives  near  some  rocks  caUed  the 
Grands  Mnlets,  Here  it  is  customary 
to  pass  part  of  the  night  in  the  hut 
which  has  been  built  for  the  pur- 
pose. Starting  long  before  daylight, 
and  ascending  the  Glacier  of  Taconoy, 
a  comparative  level  of  snow,  called  the 
Grand  Plateau,  is  reached  :  some  time 
afterwards  the  steepest  part  of  the 
ascent,  called  the  Mur  de  la  Cote,  id 
found,  up  which  it  is  generally  neces- 
sary to  cut  stops.  Having  remained 
a  short  time  on  the  top,  which  is  a 
narrow  ridge  about  200  yards  long, 
the  descent  is  begun,  and  Chamorni  is 
usually  reached  on  the  same  evening. 

The  excitement  of  sleeping  out  in 
th©  mountain  is  part  of  the  interest 
of  the  adventure.  This  may,  however, 
be  enjoyed  by  going  to  the  Grands 
Muiets,  an  excursion  in  which  there 
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is  no  danger,  and  by  sleeping  there; 
choosing  a  moonlieht  night  and  fine 
weather  to  enjoj  me  extensive  view, 
the  bright  sky,  and  the  thunders  of 
falling  avalanches.  Sleeping,  it  ap- 
pears from  those  who  have  spent  a 
night  there,  is  not  so  easy,  owing  to 
the  noise-  of  the  avalanches  and  the 
bites  of  the  fleas  I    A  hat  was  erected 

1853,  by  the  guides,  on  one  of  the 
ledges  of  the  Grands  Mulcts.  It 
measures  14  ft.  by  7,  and  is  a  frame 
of  wood, composed  below  at  Chamouni, 
and  carried  up  to  the  spot,  with  walls 
of  ^e  rock,  and  2  glazed  sliding 
windows.  Its  height  is  10,000  ft.  above 
the  sea-leveL  It  is  furnished  with 
a  very  simple  stove,  but  the  cold  is 
usually  intense. 

N.B.— Beilly's  map  of  Mont  Blanc 
will  be  most  osefiiL 

h.  Those  who  are  fond  of  climbing 
may,  by  taking  a  steep  path,  ascend- 
ing immediately  behmd  the  Hotel 
Koyal,  mount  up  through  woods  and 
pastures  in  1  hr.  to  me  chalets  of 
Blaiti^re  dessous,  thence  keeping  to 
the  L,  and  after  abouf  f  hr.  turning 
to  the  rU,  and  crossing  the  torrent 
they  will  reach  the  chalets  of  Blaiti^re 
dessus,  and  so  far  may  be  effected  on 
mules.  There  is  not  much  track  after 
this,  but  keeping  round  a  little  lake, 
and  ascending  through  blocks  of  stone 
and  debris,  an  enormous  moraine  is 
reached,  some  500  or  600  ft.  high;  by 
climbing  up  this  the  wild  glacier  of 
Blaitibre  is  reached  (in  4  nrs,  from 
Chamouni),  across  which  the  Aiguille 
of  Charmoz  may  be  ascended.  Messrs. 
Kennedy  and  Blackwell  attempted,  in 

1 854,  to  ascend  the  AiguiUe  of  Blai- 
ti^re  by  this  route.  Mr.  Blackwell 
ascended  to  this  glacier  Dec  1854, 
and  found  less  snow  than  in  the 
valley.  By  keeping  to  the  rt.  after 
leaving  the  little  lake  the  foot  of  the 
Aiguifie  du  Plan  may  be  reached, 
whence  there  is  a  very  fine  view.  The 
Mou  tan  vert  may  be  reached  by  a  path 
from  the  ch4lets  of  Blaitiere  dessus. 

I  The  BtieU  This  is  a  fatiguing 
expedition,-  but  the  fatigue  may  be 
much  diminished  by  sleeping  at  the 


chstlet  of  the  Pierre  Ik  Berard.  After 
leaving  Argenti^re  (Bte.  141)  aikd 
Trelechant  you  follow  the  EUiu  Koire, 
and  in  2  hrs.  from  Argenti^re  a  little 
plain  and  forest  is  reached,  and  in 
1^  hr.  more  the  Pierre  ii  Berard  is 
found,  an  isolated  rock,  to  which  point 
mules  can  go.  A  chiJet  has  now  oeen 
I  built  here,  where  beds  and  food  can 
I  be  obtained,  but  the  charges  are  said 
I  to  be  outrageous.  Another  curious 
rock,  caUed  Table  an  Chantre,  is  then 
passed,  and  the  track  ascends,  foUow- 
mg  ridges  of  rocks  and  over  beds  of 
snow,  till  in  3  hrs.  from  the  Pierre 
^  Berard  the  summit  (10,200  ft.)  is 
reached,  commanding  a  ma^ifioent 
view.  Ton  may  descend  either  to 
Servos  by  the  Chalets  de  Villy,  or 
to  Sixt  in  6  hrs.  B^  starting  from 
the  Pierre  &  Berard  m  the  morning, 
Sixt  may  be  reached  in  the  evening. 
(Etc.  143.) 

m.  Another  excursion  may  be  made 
by  crossing  into  Piedmont,  over  the 
Col  da  Geant,  11,146  ft.  above  the 
sea.  This  expedition  has  acquired 
new  and  painful  interest  from  the 
unfortunate  accident  whereby,  in 
the  season  of  1860,  3  English  tra- 
vellers, and  one  of  their  guides,  F. 
Tairraz,  of  Chamouni,  were  lost  in 
the  descent  towards  Courmayeur. 
This  melancholy  occurrence  may  not 
be  without  its  use  if  it  should  deter 
travellers  not  thoroughly  trained,  and 
in  ^ood  practice,  from  attempting  long 
ana  difficult  excursions,  especially  in 
bad  weather;  and  if  it  should  direct 
increased  attention  to  the  precautions 
necessary  in  Alpine  travelling.    The 

Srimary  cause  of  the  disaster  was 
oubtless  the  fact  that  the  unfor- 
tunate travellers  were  exhausted  by 
fatigue,  but  the  immediate  cause  was 
the  circumstance  that  the  rope  with 
which  the  party  were  united  together 
was  merely  held  in  the  guides'  hands 
instead  of  being  attached  round  their 
bodies.  Except  by  well-trained  moun- 
tainers,  2  guiaes  should  be  taken  for 
each  traveUer  on  this  as  well  as  every 
other  difficult  glacier  excursion.  The 
passage  was  effected  in  1822  by  2 
English  ladies,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Camp- 
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bc^  who,  nith  8  guides,  iturted  at 
mid-day,  August  18,  slept  at  the 
Tacu],  and  descended  the  next  day  to 
Courmayeur;  and  a  Mrs.  Hamilton 
crossed  in  1854.  Sanssure  remained 
out  many  successive  nights  and  days 
engaged  in  experiments  on  the  (jol 
da  Geant;  and  dnrine  the  prohibition 
of  English  goods  by  Buonaparte, 
smnggi&rs  crossed  it  from  Switzerland 
to  lUuy  laden  with  British  muslins. 

An  hotel  on  the  Mont  Frety,  on 
the  Courmayenr  side,  is  now  open; 
this  would  shorten  the  journey  some 
2ihrs. 

The  Tour  of  Mont  Bktne  may  be 
made  in  7  days.  1,  2,  and  3,  to  Cour- 
mayeur  (Rte.  139) ;  4,  to  Aosta  (Rte. 
134);  5,  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard 
(Rte.  135);  6,  to  Martij^y  fRte.  135) 
7,  to  ChamounL  Or  in  4  long  days 
1  and  2,  to  Courmayeur  (Rte.  139): 
3,  to  Martigny,  by  the  Col  Ferret 
(Rte.  137);  4,  to  ChamounL 

A  Chamouni  guide  oouiing  to  Mar- 
tigny is  not  allowed  to  proceed  fur- 
ther, but  a  local  guide  must  be  taken 
thence.  It  is  therefore  best  to  end 
this  tour  at  Martigny,  whence  one 
day's  pay  only  ne^  be  given  to  a 
gmde  returning  to  Chamouni 
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CHAMOUNI  TO  COURHATEUII,  BY  THE 
COL  Dtr  BONHOMME  AND  THE  COL 
D£  LA  SEIQNE. 

HourSi 
Chamonn]. 
Col  de  Vosa  . 
ConhimliieB  • 
Nant  Bourant 
Bonbomme  • 
ChaplU .  .  . 
Motet  .     .     . 
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Mule-path.  A  journey  of  3  days: 
1st  day  to  Contamines,  7  nrs. ;  2nd  day 
to  Chapid  7i  hrs.;  3rd  day  to  Cour- 
mayeur, 7^  hrs.  A  good  and  expe- 
rienced guide  is  essential,  and  the 
expedition  should  not  be  attempted 
by  ladies  except  in  settled  fine  weatner. 
A  stout  walker  may  accomplish  this 
route  in  2  long  days,  sleeping  at  Nant 
Bourant  or  the  chalets  of  Mont  Jovet, 
and  passing  the  Col  du  Four  instead 
of  making  the  detour  by  ChapiiL 
The  accommodation  at  the  chalets  of 
Nant  Bourant  is  now  very  fair. 

From  Chamouni  the  road  to  Ser- 
vos is  followed  as  far  as 

Lea  Ouches^  14  h.,  where  a  path 
strikes  L  up  the  mountain  side  in  steep 
zigzags,  until,  within  sight  of  the 
chalets  de  la  Forclaz,  it  is  joined 
(rt.)  by  the  path  from  St.  Gervais 
(Rte.  138),  and  in  2\  hrs.  reaches  the 

Colde  Voxa,  nearly  6000  ft.  above  the 
sea-leveL  The  Pavilion  de  Bellevue, 
erected  on  it,  commands  a  splendid 
view  up  the  vale  of  Chamouni,  and 
of  the  Aiguilles  towards  the  Col 
de  Balme.  This  has  been  lately  en- 
larged, and  supplies  food  and  toler- 
able beds,  but  the  charges  are  ex- 
tortionate. A  steep  descent  leads 
down    into   the    Vai   de  MontjoiCy  a 
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long  valley  stretching  N.  and  S.  and 
invaded  on  its  E.  side  by  the  grand 
filacier  de  Biormassay^  sweeping  down 
from  the  W.  flank  of  Mont  Blanc,  and 
presenting  amidst  rocks  and  snows 
a  wild  and  savage  aspect.  The 
stream  issuing  from  it  mast  be  crossed 
by  a  wooden  plank  bridge,  a  little 
below  the  spot  where  it  issues  from 
the  glacier.  If  you  miss  this  bridge 
you  will  be  sorely  puzzled  to  get 
across.  From  it  you  traverse  tne 
meadows  by  a  direct  path,  through 
Champel,  rounding;  the  extremity  of 
the  spur  from  Mt.  Blanc,  which 
bounds  the.  S,  side  .of  the  valley,  and 
entering  the  Yal  Montjoie  near  the 
village  of  Tresse. 

The  glacier  torrent  of  Bionnassav 
joins  the  BonrNant,  the  stream  which 
flows  throu^  the  Val  Montjoie,  near 
the  village  Bionnay,  1}  hr.  from  the 
Col,  traversed  by  a  mule-path  from 
the  Baths  of  St.  Gervais  (Rte.  lo8)  to 
Contamines,  2^  hrs.'  walk. 

The  views  presented  of  Val  Mont- 
joie are  very^ne,  extending  upwards 
to  the  Bonliomme,  while  opposite  is 
seen  the  pretty  village  of  St.  Nicholas 
de  Yeroce,  at  the  base  of  the  Mont  JoU. 
If  hr.  from  Bionnay  is 

Contamines  (rnns :  H.  TUnion,  good; 
H.  du  Bonhomme;  better  accommo- 
dation than  elsewhere  on  the  road), 
a  large  village  with  a  handsome 
Church,  prettih^  situated  on  a  com- 
manding height  above  the  valley. 
The  traveller  g^oing  on  to  Nant  Bou- 
rant  to  sleep,  should  inquire  what 
number  of  travellers  are  gone  ahead. 

[From  Contamines  an  interesting 
excursion  may  be  made  to  the  Glacier 
of  Trelaletc.  From  thence  it  is  pos- 
sible to  reach  Motet  by  a  shorter  but 
more  difficult  way  than  the  Bon- 
homme, passing  between  the  Aiguille 
de  Bellaval  and  that  of  ^cheUette. 
A  pavilion  has  been  built  close  to  the 
glacier,  from  whence  the  Aiguille  de 
Beratvjer  may  be  ascended  in  4  hrs.] 

The  path  descends  from  Contamines 
to  the  side  of  the  Bon  Nant,  which  it 
crosses  by  a  bridge  near  the  hamlet 
and  saw-mills  of  Pontet;  rt.  runs  a 
path  to  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de 


la  Gorge,  situated  at  the  end  of  » 
ravine — a  cul-de-sac  at  the  base  of 
Mont  Joli.  On  Uie  FeU  of  the  As- 
sumption (Aug.  15)  thousands  of  pea- 
sants resort  hither  from  the  neigh- 
bouring valleys,  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  chapeL 

A  very  steep  and  rudely-paved  path 
leads  directly  out  of  the  ravine,  step- 
wise, and  through  a  forest :  the  bare 
rocks  in  the  path,  and  the  large 
stones  which  fill  up  the  interstices, 
make  this  a  difficult  road  for  mules, 
and  a  fatiguing  one  to  men.  It  leads 
in  less  than  2  hrs.  to  the  chalets  and 
pasturages  of 

Nant  Bourant  (a  small  but  comfort- 
able /nn,  with  7  or  8  beds).  Here  the 
torrent  is  crossed  by  a  stone  bridge. 
The  gulf  through  which  it  rushes  has 
a  fearful  depth  ;  and  a  little  way 
down,  below  the  bridge,  the  water 
falls  into  a  still  blacker  and  deeper 
ravine,  forming  the  Nant,  or  cataract 
of  the  Bourant;  it  is  difficult  from 
abjve  to  get  a  view  of  its  furious 
descent. 

The  finest  fall  on  the  Bonnant  is 
one  seldom  seen,  a  short  i  hour  from 
these  chalets,  on  that  branch  of  the 
stream  which  descends  from  the  gla- 
cier of  Trelatete,  It  is  not  necessary 
to  return  from  thence  to  the  chalets 
in  ascending  the  Bonhomme. 

Above  the  chalets  the  valley  is  very 
narrow,  the  road  passing  through  the 
forest,  which  belts  and  clothes  the 
base  of  the  Mont  Joli;  at  length  it 
enters  upon  the  pasturages,  which  are 
rich,  though  scanty  from  the  quantity 
of  stones  and  rocks  that  abound. 
After  rising  above  the  debris  which 
have  fallen  from  the  mountains,  the 
path  winds  up  to  the  chalets  of  Mont 
Joret,  1^  hr.  from  Nant  Bourant, 
where  the  traveller  usually  rests 
and  obtains  the  refreshment  of  bread, 
wine,  and  milk.  A  room  has  been 
fitted  up  with  beds,  and  a  traveller  by 
sleeping  here  may  divide  the  journey 
toCnamouni;  but  the  traveller  should 
arrive  early,  or  secure  the  room  before- 
hand, and  meat  be  brought,  as  none 
can  be  got.  Between  Nant  Bourant  and 
these  chalets  huge  masses  of  glaciers 
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extend  down  the  S.  W.  flanks  of  Mont 
Blanc ;  and  immediately  above  them 
is  the  yast  elader  of  Trelatete. 
This,  and  the  Diack  rocks  which  sup- 
port it  on  one  side  of  the  valley,  and 
the  precipices  and  dibria  over  which 
there  is  a  pass  to  the  valley  of  Haute 
Lace  on  the  other,  almost  enclose 
these  ch&lets  as  in  a  deep  basin.  Up- 
ward, the  valley  is  closed  by  the  Bon- 
homme;  and,  on  looking  back,  the 
whole  length  of  the  Val  Mont  Joie  is 
seen  bounded  by  the  peaks  of  the 
Varens  above  St  Martin. 

From  the  ch&lets  of  Mont  Jovet  the 
path  leads  up  a  steep  acclivity  which 
overhangs  the  depths  of  the  valley. 
As  the  mountain  is  ascended,  it  be- 
comes more  and  more  sterile;  the 
pine  does  not  grow  so  high  as  the 
chalets,  and  on  the  next  terrace 
above  them,  called  the  Plan  des 
Dames,  the  rhododendron  is  the  laijgest 
shrub  that  flourishes.  On  the  rlan 
there  is  a  cairn,  a  heap  of  stones, 
which  has  existed  from  time  imme- 
morial. Tradition  says,  that  a  great 
lady  with  her  suite  perished  here  in  a 
storm,  and  gave  name  to  the  fatal 
spot;  every  guide  adds  a  stone  to  the 
cairn,  and  requests  the  traveller  to  do 
so,  from  some  feeling  of  awe  asso- 
ciated with  it  as  a  duty. 

From  the  Flan  des  Dames  the  path 
leads  up  herbless  slopes  and  over 
some  patches  of  snow,  to  reach  what, 
from  below,  seems  to  be  the  col.  On 
the  left,  wild  and  abrupt  precipices 
rise:  and  two  of  the  peaked  rocks 
there  bear  the  name  of  the  Bonhomme 
and  the  Femme  da  Bonhomme. 

The  crest,  however,  which  lies  close 
to  these  pinnacles  is  that  of  the  Col 
de  la  Sauce,  across  which  a  path  leads 
down  to  Maxime  de  Beaufort,  and 
the  whole  course  of  the  valley  of 
Beaufort  to  the  Bourg  is  seen  before 
and  below  the  traveller.  On  looking 
back,  too,  the  valley  of  Mont  Joie  is 
seen  in  all  its  length ;  and  there  is  a 
glorious  vista  of  Alpine  peaks. 

The  passage  of  the  Col  du  Bon- 
homme (81 95  ft.)  is  at  times  dangerous 
in  bad  weather,  owin^  to  its  exposure 
to  the  W,  wind,  which  stirs  up  those 
fearful    snow-eddies    called    **tour- 
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mentes"  upon  this  outlier  of  the  Alps. 
A  guide  should  be  taken  if  there  is  tne 
least  prospect  of  bad  weather.  On  the 
13th  of  September,  1830,  two  English 
gentlemen  perished  in  a  snow-storm 
whilst  crossing  it— the  Rev.  Richard 
Braken,  aged  30,  and  Augustus  Camp- 
bell, aged  20. 

The  path  to  the  Col  du  Bonhomme 
turns  on  the  left  from  the  Col  de  la 
Sauce,  behind  the  pinnacles  of  rock, 
and,  ascending  but  slightly  by  a  loose, 
swampy,  pathless  slope,  reaches  in  an 
hour  the 

Croix  du  Bonhomme,  8195  ft.  above 
the  sea  level  —  Forbes.  From  it,  the 
beautiftil  Mont  Pourri,  one  of  the 
most  elegant  snow-clad  peaks  in  the 
Alps,  in  the  Val  Is^re  (Rte.  148),  is 
finely  seen. 

From  the  col  three  routes  branch 
oif :  that  on  the  1.  conducts,  by  the  Col 
du  Four,  to  Motet;  a  middle  course, 
rarely  followed,  leads  to  the  Hameau 
du  Glacier;  while  that  on  the  rt. 
leads  down,  Ia  1^  hr.,  to  the  chalets 
of  Chapiu,  over  a  broken  swampy 
ground.  The  Col  du  Four  (8891  ft), 
reached  by  the  path  on  the  L  from  the 
Col  du  Bonhomme,  leads  to  Motet  an 
hour  sooner  than  by  the  detour  to 
Chapiu,  but  the  road  rises  800  ft 
higher,  and  the  descent  is  much 
more  fatiguing;  the  accommoda- 
tions, too,  at  Motet,  are  worse  than 
those  at  Chapiu  :  it  is,  however, 
often  taken,  for  the  sake  of  gaining 
time,  by  those  who  go  to  Courmayeur 
from  Nant  Bourant  in  one  day.  The 
track  to  Chapiu  is  less  fatiguing,  but 
it  is  easily  missed,  and  a  guide  is 
almost  indispensable. 

Chapiu.  /nns,  H.  du  Soleil,  best, 
but  homely;  II.  des  Voyageurs.  By 
descending  from  hence  the  Val  de 
Bellaval,, 'Bourg  St.  Maurice  in  the 
Tarentaise  is  reached  in  3  hrs.  The 
path  in  the  opposife  direction  to  Cour- 
mayeur leads  in  1  a  hr.  by  the  stream 
of  the  Versoi  to  the  Hameau  du 
Glacier,  so  called  from  its  proximity 
to  one  of  the  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
and,  half  a  league  further,  to 

The  Chalets  of  Motet.    Here  are  2 
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•mail  inns  or  ch&lets,  one  containing 
S,  the  other  4  beds,  clean  but  rongh. 

The  three  paths  from  the  Col  du 
Bonhomme  aU  meet  at  Motet;  from 
thence  the  ascent  of  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne,  though  tedious,  is  not  diffi- 
cult. The  summit,  1^  hr.  from  Motet, 
b  8247  ft.  above  the  sea.  It  oom<- 
mands  the  whole  extent  of  the  Allee 
Blanche  and  the  S.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc,  which,  rising  11,000  ft.  above 
the  Allee  Blanche,  without  being  ab» 
solutely  a  precipice,  is  in  great  part  too 
steep  to  allow  snow  to  rest  on  it.  The 
ridge  of  the  Col  de  la  Seigne  sepa- 
rates the  waters  which  run  into  the 
Rhone  from  those  which  are  tribu- 
taries of  the  Po. 

<*From  the  Col  de  la  Seigne^  an 
Alpine  view  of  extraordinary  mag- 
nificence burst  upon  us.  We  looked 
upon  Mont  Blanc,  and  along  the 
course  of  the  valleys  which  divide 
Piedmont  from  the  Yalais,  and  ex- 
tend nearly  30  miles  on  the  S.R 
side  of  its  enormous  mass,  through 
the  Allee  Blanche,  the  Val  Yeni, 
and  the  Val  d*Entr^ves,  to  the  Col 
Ferrex.  Two  immense  pyramids  of 
rugged  rock  rear  from  the  valley 
their  scathed  heads,  and  appear  like 
guards  to  the  *  monarch  of  moun- 
tains ;'  beyond  and  below  them  lay 
the  little  lake  of  Combal,  whence 
issues  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Doira 
Baltea  ;  and  down  the  sides  of  Mont 
Blanc  appeared  to  stream  the  glaciers 
of  the  AUee  Blanche  and  the  Miage  ; 
whilst  the  distant  peaks  which  over- 
hang the  western  side  of  this  long 
valley  or  valleys  (for  different  por- 
tions of  it,  from  the  Col  de  la  Seigne 
to  the  Col  Ferrex,  bear  different 
names)  give  a  peculiarly  g^and  and 
severe  aspect  to  the  scene ;  among 
these  the  Geant  and  the  Grand  Jo- 
rasse  are  distinguished.  The  eastern 
side  of  the  valley  is  formed  by  the 
Cramont,  and  a  range  of  mountains 
which  extend  to  the  Col  Ferrex, 
and  terminate  the  vista  in  Mont  Yelan 
and  the  masses  which  surround  the 
pass  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  The 
summit  of  Mont  Blanc  was  occasion- 
ally enveloped   in   clouds,  and   the 


changes  whi<A  these  prodnced  upon 
the  scene  were  often  strikingly  beau- 
tiful. Most  travellers,  whose  expee-^ 
tations  have  been  formed  upon  the 
descriptions  in  guide-books,  are  led 
to  beueve  that  the  E.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc  is  one  vast  precipice,  from  the 
summit  down  to  the  AHee  Blanche  : 
it  is  certainly  much  more  abrupt  thlm 
towards  the  vale  of  Chamooni  ;  but 
no  such  anticipation  will  be  realised 
in  the  magnificent  view  from  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne. 

**  From  this  col,  leading  across  the 
great  chain  of  the  Alps,  we  began 
our  descent  over  some  beds  of  snow, 
which,  Ijringon  the  northern  side  <^the 
path,  remain  unmelted.  After  a  tedious 
descent  to  the  first  pasturage,  at  the 
base  of  the  two  inmiense  pyramids 
which  formed  so  striking  a  feature 
from  the  summit,  we  sat  down  upon  the 
short  and  soft  grass  of  the  pasturage 
of  the  chalets  of  the  Allee  Blanche, 
to  rest  the  mules  and  ourselves, 
and  took  refreshment,  which  we  had 
brought  with  us.  The  sward  around 
us  was  enamelled  with  beautiful 
flowers :  of  these,  the  broad  patches 
of  the  deep  blue  gentianella  were  the 
richest  in  colour  ;  the  Alpine  ranun- 
culus, and  a  hundred  otl^r  varieties, 
embellished  the  place  where  we  rested; 
being  surrounded  by,  and  in  the  im« 
mediate  vicinity  of,  the  loftiest  moun- 
tains in  Europe. 

"  Soon  after  leaving  this  delightful 
spot,  we  skirted  the  little  lake  of 
Combal  by  a  very  narrow  path. — ■ 
After  passing  the  lake  at  the  lower 
extremity,  across  an  embankment 
of  great  thickness  and  strength, 
the  path  descends  on  the  L  side  of 
the  torrent,  which  struggles  with  hor- 
rid violence  in  continued  cataracts 
down  the  ravine  for  several  miles, 
particularly  where,  in  passing  by  the 
glacier  of  Miage,  our  route  lay  amidst 
rocks  and  stones,  the  debris  of  the 
mountain,  brought  down  by  the  gla- 
cier, of  which  it  concealed  the  base 
and  sides. 

"  The  path  is  rou?h  and  stony  here 
and  there,  and  a  Tittle  water  from 
streams  trickles  across  it. 

**  At  length  we  escaped  from  this  fa- 
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tiguing  part  of  our  route,  and  entered 
t^e  beautiful  meadowg  of  the  Yal 
Veni,  which  are  separated  from  the 
Val  d'Entr^ves  by  a  high  ridge  that 
skirts  the  forest  of  St.  Nicolas.  There 
are  several  granges,  in  which  the 
great  quantities  <»  hay  made  in  the 
meadows  and  slopes  of  this  valley  are 
stored. 

«  The  forest  of  St.  Nicolas,  which 
we  traversed  on  our  way  to  Corma- 
yeur,  is  opposite  to  some  extensive 
buildings  at  the  foot  of  the  Glacier 
de  Brenva.  These  were  formerly 
occupied  by  miners,  who  prepared 
the  lead  and  copper  ores  raised 
near  this  place  ;  but  the  expenses 
having  exceeded  the  profits,  these 
buildings  are  now  falling  to  decay. 
Across  the  vaJley  we  saw  the  beau- 
tiful elacier  of  Brenva  appearing 
througn  the  enormous  larches  and 
pines  of  the  forest,  presenting  to  us  a 
scene  deservedly  esteemed  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  Alps.  We  now  rapidly 
descended  by  a  narrow  road  which 
fearfully  overhangs  the  lower  range  of 
the  glacier  of  the  Brenva  whose 
sides  were  covered  with  masses  of 
granite  and  rocks  of  great  magnitude. 
The  torrent  which  we  had  seen  rushing 
through  the  valley  passed  beneath  the 
glacier,  and  reappeared  increased  bv 
a  stream,  which  issued  from  an  arcn 
at  the  termination  of  the  glacier,  like 
that  of  the  Arveron  in  the  vale  of 
Chamouny." — Brockedon, 

The  chief  glaciers  of  the  Allee 
Blanche  (on  the  N.  side)  are,  1.  G.  de 
TEstellette;  2.  G.  de  1' Alice  Blanche; 
3.  G.  de  Miage ;  4.  G.  de  la  Brenva. 
The  2nd  and  3rd  of  these  have  formed 
barriers  across  the  valley  by  moraines, 
so  as  to  have  occasioned  lakes  hy  the 
interruption  of  the  river  course.  That 
formed  by  the  Glacier  de  1' Allee 
Blanche  is  nearly  filled  up  by  alluvial 
matter ;  but  an  extensive  flat  attests 
its  former  existence,  together  with 
the  barricade  of  debris  through  which 
the  river  now  tumbles  in  a  foaming 
rapid.  The  moraine  of  the  G.  de 
Miage  is  perhaps  the  most  extra- 
ordinary in  the  whole  Alps,  and  has 
given  rise  to  the  Lac  de  CombaL 
Below  the  moraine  of  Miage,  which 


occupies  the  valley  for  some  space, 
are  some  ch&lets,  and  then  a  level 
fertile  plain,  whilst  the  valley  widens, 
and  becomes  less  savage  and  more 
romantic  Trees  appear  on  both  sides, 
especially  on  the  rt.,  where  the  forest 
is  very  fine,  and  clothes  all  the  N. 
slope  of  a  conical  summit,  called 
Mont  Chitif,  or  Fain  de  Sucre,  which 
is  composed  of  granite,  though  sepa- 
rated from  the  great  chain  by  secon- 
dary rocks.  The  paths  through  these 
woods  are  most  beautiful  and  striking. 
That  leading  to  Cormayeur,  after  at- 
taining some  height  above  the  tor- 
rent, proceeds  nearly  on  a  level,  until, 
emerging  from  the  trees,  we  come  into 
full  view  of  the  magnificent  Glacier 
de  la  Brenva,  which,  occupying  a 
hollow  to  the  £.  of  Mont  Blanc,  pours 
its  mass  into  the  valley  filled  up  in  a 
good  measure withitsmoraine,forming 
a  kind  of  bridge  which  it  has  pushed 
before  it,  and  on  which  it  bestrides 
obliquely  the  Allee  Blanche,  abutting 
against  its  opposite  side  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mont  Chetif.  A  chapel,  dedicated 
to  Notre  Dame  de  la  Guerisou,  stands 
on  the  rt.  of  the  way,  exactly  opposite 
to  the  ice ;  and  another  steep  aescent 
conducts  us  again  to  the  bank  of 
the  river,  which  here  turns  abruptly, 
after  its  confluence  with  the  stream  of 
the  Yal  Ferrex,  into  a  ravine,  cutting 
the  range  of  the  Pain  de  Sucre.  The 
united  streams  are  passed  by  a  wooden 
bridge  at  the  Baths  of  La  Saxe,  and 
20  min.  more  brings  the  traveller,  in 
4  hrs.  from  the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  to 

Courmayeur.     (Rte.  134). 
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ROUTE  141. 

CHAMOUNI    TO      BIARTIONY,     B7     THE 
TETE  NOIRE. 

ChamomiL  ^®®"- 

Argentl^re 1.45 

Tete  Noire 3 

Forclax     ......   1^0 

MarUgny 2.15 

8  or  9  hrs.  moderate  walking:  10 
with  a  mule,  including  stoppages :  no 
guide  needed.  Ladies  should  take 
a  char  to  Argentiere,  6  m.  above 
Ghamonni. 

Two  roads  lead  from  Ghamonni  to 
Martigny;  one  by  the  Tete  Noire, 
the  other  by  the  Gol  de  Balme.  Tra- 
vellers are  often  perplexed  which  to 
choose  of  these  two  passes.  The 
general  scenery  of  the  Tete  Noire  is 
superior;  but  the  Gol  de  Balme  has 
one  view  which  far  surpasses  any  in 
the  Tete  Noire. 

[Those  who  can  spare  2^  additional 
hours  for  the  journey  should  proceed 
from  Ghamouni  to  the  top  of  the  Gol 
de  Balme  and  enjoy  the  view  (Rte. 
142),  then,  descending  1.,  strike  off  in  to 
the  Val  Orsine  across  the  pastures 
and  through  the  forest,  dropping  down 
upon  the  village  of  Val  Orsine.  Al- 
though no  path  is  marked  for  tho 
first  part  of  the  way,  this  detour  may 
be  made  on  horseback,  and  is  well 
worth  the  trouble,  combining  as  it 
does  the  beauties  of  the  two  passes  of 
the  Tete  Noire  and  Gol  de  Balme. 
Another  course,  more  direct,  but  not 
well  marked,  leads  from  the  Inn  on  the 
Gol  de  Balme  to  the  Inn  of  the  T6te 
Noire,  across  meadows,  by  the  side  of 
a  small  lake,  and  finally  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  abt)ve  the  Eau 
Noire,  whence  it  descends  in  zigzags. 
(Rte.  138.^1 

The  road  lies  up  the  vale  of  Gha- 
mouni, by  Les  Pres  (Prn),  where  the 
path  to  the  Arveron  diverges.  The 
main  route  of  the  valley  continues  to 
the  chapel  and  hamlet  of  Tines :  here 
^he  vaUey   narrows,    and    the    road  I 


ascends  steeply  on  the  banks  of  the 
Arve,  opposite  to  the  bases  of  the 
Aiguilles  Rouges,  to  some  pasturages, 
and  the  hamlet  of  Les  Ides  ;  beyond, 
the  Arve  is  crossed,  and  the  village  of 

Arffentiere  is  left  on  the  rt.  hand; 
this  is  the  third  and  highest  parish 
in  the  valley ;  here  the  magnificent  gla- 
cier of  Argentiere  is  seen  streaming 
down  from  between  the  Aiguilles  d'Ar- 
genti^re  and  du  Tour. 

The  char-road  here  ceases.  About 
it  a  mile  beyond  the  villa  ^  the  path 
divides,  that  to  the  rt  leadmg  over  the 
Gol  de  Balme;  taking  that  to  the  1. 
it  rises  rapidly  to  the  miserable  ham- 
let of  Ti'el^chanty  passing  what  is 
called  the  Montets,  a  sterile  gorge,  and 
a  short  league  from  Argentiere  the 
summit  of  the  first  pass  is  attained;  the 
streams  on  either  side  take  different 
courses,  that  through  Ghamouni  to 
the  Arve,  and  that  towards  Martigny 
to  the  Rhone. 

•  A  little  beyond  the  crest,  nearPoyas, 
the  savage  and  sterile  valley  of  Bcrard 
opens  to  the  left,  through  which  the 
Eau  Noire,  the  torrent  of  the  Val 
Orsine,  descends;  ^  hr's.  walk  up  the 
valley,  the  Eau  Noire  forms  a  very 
fine  cascfuie.  On  looking  up  this  valley, 
the  snows  of  the  lofty  Buet  lyinj^ 
behind  the  Aiguilles  Rouges  are  seen. 
CThe  ascent  of  the  B>'et  may  be  made 
from  Gouteraye,  following  the  Eau 
Noire  upwards  to  the  Ghalet  Berard, 
where  it  is  possible  to  pass  the 
night.  The  valley  of  Sixt  (Rte.  143) 
may  be  reached  either  by  passing 
over  the  summit  of  the  Buet^  or  by 
the  Golde  TEchaud,  S.W.  of  the  sum- 
mit.] After  passing  the  hamlet  of 
Gouteraie  the  road  descends  to 

V(tl  Orsine^  tho  chief  village  of  the 
valley,  where  it  is  possible  to  get  a 
bed.  Its  church  having  been  more 
than  once  swept  away,  a  strong  ram- 
part of  masonry  and  earth  has  been 
raised  to  defend  it  from  similar  cata's- 
trophes.  There  is  a  very  beautifiil 
waterfall  on  the  W.  side  of  the  valley 
called  Cnscide  Barberine,  with  a  small 
but  very  fair  Inn  near,  H.  de  la  Gas- 
cade,  half  way  between  Ghamouni 
and  Martigny.     Return  mules  may 
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often  be  found  here.  This  cascade 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the 
Ah>8,  and  well  worth  a  detour,  which 
it  involves. 

The  valley  now  narrows  to  a  gorge: 
through  it,  the  torrent  forces  its  way 
into  ue  more  open  valley  below, 
acquiring  in  its  course  the  contri- 
butions of  numerous  waterfalls  and 
streams  from  the  glaciers  above.  In 
this  gorge  a  sort  of  barrier  or  gate 
marks  the  frontier  of  Vallais,  near  to 
which  a  small  redoubt  has  been 
thrown  up:  soon  after  the  torrent  is 
crossed,  at  a  spot  where  a  mill  and 
some  pleasant  meadows  contrast  with 
the  generally  savage  character  of  the 
deep  valley.  There  is  hardly  a  spot 
in  the  Alps  which  affords  grander 
scenery  than  the  3  m.  between  the 
inns  of  the  Cascade  and  Tete  Noire 
— rocks  and  pine-woods,  ice  above, 
the  torrent  or  verdant  meadows  be- 
low, and  in  the  distance,  looking  back, 
the  glorious  peak  of  the  Aiguilles 
Rouges. 

To  avoid  a  bad  place,  called  Man- 
pas,  a  short  tunnel  is  pierced  through 
a  rock,  in  a  situation  of  singular  gran- 
deur, where  it  overhangs  precipitously 
the  dark  valley  beneaUi. 

10  min.  beyond  the  tunnel  (Roche 
Percee)  is  the  Hdtel  de  la  Tete  Koire, 
This  is  the  usual  hailing  -  place 
between  Chamouni  and  Martigny, 
(about  4^  hrs.  from  Chamouni).  This 
is  a  very  good  and  comfortable  place 
for  those  to  sleep  at  who  are  unwilling 
to  fatigue  themselves  by  going  from 
Chamouni  to  Martieny  in  one  day. 
Close  to  the  inn  is  me  path  already 
mentioned  leading  to  the  Col  c(e 
Balme,  and  that  described  in  next 
page,  down  the  Vale  of  the  Trient. 

Near  this  spot  the  road  turns  ab- 
ruptly into  the  dark  forest  of  Trient, 
passing  round  the  shoulder  of  a  moun- 
tain covered  with  dark  forests:  this 
shoulder  is  called  the  Tete  Noire,  be- 
yond which  the  road  through  the  forest 
continues  for  half  an  hour.  In  the 
depths  below  the  forest,  the  torrent 
of  the  Trient  is  heard  forcing  its 
way  into  the  Eau  Noire,  which  it 
loins  before  their  streams  fall  into  the 
Rhone. 


On  leaving  the  forest,  the  valley  of 
Trient  opens,  and  the  traveller  reaches 

Trient^  a  hamlet  with  a  pour  Inn, 

The  little  valley  of  Trient  is  deeply 
seated  amidst  pine  forests,  the  debrii 
of  the  surrounding  mountains,  and 
the  fearful  precipices  from  which 
these  have  been  detached.  In  the 
plain  of  the  valley  some  barley  is 
grown,  and  the  meadows  are  luxu- 
riant. 

A  little  way  beyond  the  hamlet  of 
Trient,  the  torrent  which  descends 
from  the  glacier  of  Trient  is  crossed, 
and  a  steep  path  leads  up  through  the 
forest  which  clothes  the  mountain  side 
of  the  Forcku  (30  min.).  About  half 
way  up,  the  path  from  the  Col  de 
Balme  falls  in.  [The  traveller  who  is 
going  from  the  Forclaz  to  the  Great 
St.  Bernard  may  agpreeably  vary  the 
hackneyed  route  by  Martieny  and 
Sembranchier,  by  following  the  valley 
of  Champez.  It  is  a  bridle-path 
that  requires  9  hrs.  Ladies  should 
therefore  sleep  the  previous  night  at 
the  Tdte  Noire  inn.  From  the  For- 
claz  the  path  diverges  and  gradually 
ascends,  and  between  the  dialets  of 
La  Giete  and  Bovine  affords  a  more 
extensive  and  magnificent  view  than 
from  the  Forclaz.  Milk  in  abundance 
can  be  got  at  Bovine.  A  little  after, 
the  natn  descends  by  sharp  zigzags  to 
the  Dottom  of  the  valley  of  Champez, 
and  crosses  its  torrent  by  a  plank- 
bridge.  Thence  it  runs  parallel  to, 
but  above,  the  torrent,  and  passes  the 
villag^e  of  Champez  ;  this  part  of  the 
road  is  bad.  Beautiful  meadows  and 
woods  succeed ;  at  last,  on  emerging 
from  a  pine-wood,  the  secluded  littJe 
lake  of  Champez  is  seen,  set  in  a  fringe 
of  firs,  with  the  splendid  Combm 
towering  in  the  distance  behind  it.  Its 
water  is  very  clear  and  shallow.  A 
rapid  descent  of  |  hr.  to  Orsi^res.] 

On  the  Col  is  (or  was}  a  Swiss 
gendarme,  who  makes  a  demand  of 
1  fr.  per  passport — a  simple  piece  of 
authorized  extortion,  no  way  credit- 
able to  the  Swiss  authorities. 

From  the  Forclaz  the  view  is 
limited,  but  i  hr*s.  walk  lower  down 
a  turn  in  the  valley  displa\'S  in 
perfection  the  course  of  the  Rhone 
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through  tbe  Yalais,  a  prospect  eele- 
bratea  in  the  Alps.  Tne  descent  is 
bj  fine  pasturases,  and  1|  hr.  are  re- 
quired to  reacn  Martigny>le-Boarg. 
The  path  is  much  sheltered  by  pines 
and  beeches,  and  lower  in  the  valley 
by  the  pear  and  apple-trees:  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  these  are  numerous 
cottages,  and  many  are  passed  before 
the  path  falls  into  the  route  that  leads 
from  Martigny  to  the  Great  St.  Ber- 
nard, and  the  yalley  of  the  Drance  at 
Martigny-le-Bourg  (Rte.  135).  Those 
who  are  going  to  St.  Bernard  maj 
possibly  find  quarters  here,  but  it  is 
much  better  to  go  on  1  dl  to 

MartiffM/'lO'VaieifiUi.M).  English 
trayellers  proceeding  hence  to  Cha- 
mouni  are  rarely  required  to  show 
their  passports  at  the  French  frontier. 

It  takes  2^  hrs.  to  ascend  from  Mar- 
tigny to  the  Forclax,  2  hrs.  to  descend. 

ITHe  Noire  to  Martigny  by  the  Gorge 
of  the  Eau  Noire,  Fmhauit  and  Vemayaz, 
— ^The  route  from  Tete  Noire  to  Mar- 
tigny may  be  Taried  by  following  the 
stream  of  the  Eau  Noire  downwards 
into  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  through 
a  very  beautinil  gorge,  and  it  is  oti<  md 
out  finer  than  the  usual  path  over  the 
Forclas.  It  is  especially  preferable  to 
it  in  cloudy  weatner.  On  leaving  the 
Tdte  Noire  route  to  the  1.,  just  before 
crossing  the  second  bridge  £.  of  the 
Barbenne  Hotel,  it  ascends  b^  the 
hamlet  of  Chatelard  in  steep  ngzags 
to  nearly  the  summit  of  the  N.  bank 
of  the  valley  of  the  Eau  Noire.  It 
then  proceeds  nearly  on  a  level  through 
that  valley  into  the  valley  of  Trient, 
by  way  of  Finhaut,  and  so  on  to 
Salvan,  and  thence  descends  into  the 
Rhone  valley  at  Vemayaz  rly.  stat. 
The  path  was  mostly  reconstructed 
1859,  and  is  for  the  most  part  excel- 
lent as  a  mule-path. 

From  the  L  side 'of  the  Val  de 
Trient,  the  upper  part  of  the  valley 
looks  like  a  narrow  black  trench, 
and  the  distant  view  of  Mont  Blanc 
filling  up  the  depression  in  the 
side  of  the  valley  of  Chamouni, 
through  which  the  road  of  the  Tete 
Noire  passes,  is  also  very  fine.    Cu- 


rious examples  of  "  glacier  markiags," 
interesting  to  the  geologist,  may  be 
observed  on  the  rocks  of  this  ralley. 
The  path  continues  for  a  long  time  at 
nearly  the  same  eleyatioa,  afibrding 
fine  views  of  the  valley  of  Trient,  and 
skirting  at  times  fearnil  precipices,  at 
others  running  through  smiling  pas- 
turages, and  passes  the  villages  of 
Finhauty  Tyinqnent^  and  Sahent;  Myond 
which  it  leaves  the  inaccessible  gorge 
through  which  the  Trient  pours  into 
the  vuley  of  the  Rhone  a  httle  to  the 
rt,  and  descends  by  a  good  mule-path 
through  a  pretty  little  well-wooded 
valley  upon  the  village  of  Vemayaz^ 
a  little  above  the  Sallenche  waterfidl, 
2  m.  from  Martigny.  The  scenery  is 
very  fine  throughout,  and  the  path 
well  made,  and  may  be  found  witnout 
a  guide.  Between  Trinqnent  and 
Salvent  a  romantic  little  bridge  is 
passed,  similar,  and  at  least  eqiul  in 
beauty  of  situation,  to  the  Fanten* 
brucke  in  the  Lint-thaL  From  Sal- 
vent,  two  little  frequented  passes  lead 
to  Sixt.  <;See  Rte.  143.)  The  an- 
berge  at  Finhaut  is  a  miserable  place, 
and  afforded  nothine  but  wine  and 
pain  de  aeigle ;  but  the  village  itself 
is  charmingly  situated. 
Vemayaz  Railway  SUt    Rte.  56.] 


ROUTE  142. 

MARTIGNY   TO  CHAMOUNI,  BT  THE   OOt 
DE  BALME. 

Hours. 
Martigny. 

Forclax 2i 

GoldeBalme 2i 

Ai^BenU^re 2i 

Chamoonl  .     .     •     .     •     .If 

About  20  m.,  Sj  hrs*.  steady  walk- 
ing, 10^  hrs.  with  a  mule,  including  a 
hiut  at  the  summit  No  guide  neeaed 
in  clear  weather. 

This  road,  inferior  in  attractions  to 
the  Tdte  Noire,  on  the  whole,  may  be 
recommended  to  travellers  who  ap* 
proaoh  Chamouni  horn  the  Valais, 
for  the  sake  of  the  magnificent  per- 
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spectiTe  jienr  of  Mont  Blanc  and  his 
Aiguilles  from  the  summit  of  the  Col 
de  Balme.  It  should  be  taken  only 
ia  clear  weather. 

On  leaving  Martigny,  the  route 
over  the  Forouis  (Bte.  141),  renowned  ' 
for  its  view  over  the  Rhone  valley,  is  { 
passed  j  but^  in  descending  to  the  valley  ; 
of  Trient,  a  i>ath  to  the  1.  avoids  the  j 
village  and  leads  towards  the  valley  ! 
and  the  dark  forest,  up  through  which 
lies  the  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Balme. 

The  path  follows  the  margin  of  the 
Trient  torrent,  then  crosses  it  and  j 
ascends  to  the  forest  of  Magnin^  which  | 
takes  40  min.  to  traverse.  The  path 
through  it  has  been  improvea  of 
late  years.  It  was  very  steep  and 
fatiguing,  often  intercepted  by  the 
entanglM  roots  of  the  pines,  which 
form  steps  2  or  3  ft  in  height,  making 
it  a  subject  of  wonder  how  mules 
eot  up  or  down  such  places.  At 
^ngth,  after  climbing  about  1  hr.  up 
the  mountain  side,  and  through  the 
forest,  the  traveller  emerges  upon  the 
pasturages  and  chalets  of  Herlmgdres. 
Above  these  the  ascent  is  gradual  to 
the  Col  de  Balme,  where  one  of  the 
finest  scenes  in  the  world  bursts  upon 
the  traveller.  Mont  Blano,  from  his 
summit  to  his  base  in  the  vale  of 
Chamouni,  lies  like  a  model  before 
him,  surrounded  b^  the  Aiguilles  of 
La  Tour,  Argentidre,  Yerte,  Dru, 
Charmos,  Mi(U,  &c.  &c. ;  and  each 
divided  from  its  neighbour  by  enor- 
mous glaciers  which  stream  into 
the  vaUey.  Below,  the  eve  sweeps 
its  course  entirely  througn  the  viue 
of  Chamouni,  to  the  Col  de  Vosa, 
at  its  other  extremity.  On  the 
rt,  the  Aiguilles  Rouges  are  the 
nearest :  beyond  these,  bounding  the 
valley,  lies  the  Breven,  and  more  to 
the  right  the  snowy  summit  of  the 
Buet  It  is  a  magnificent  scene  to 
dwell  upon,  and  those  who  do  not 
arrive  at  Chamouni  by  the  Col  de 
Balme  ought  to  make  an  excursion 
from  the  Prieure,  expressly  to  enjoy 
this  most  glorious  view. 

There  is  a  house  of  refuge  on  the 
Col  de  Balme,  where  shelter  and  re- 
freshment, with  wine,  may  be  had,  and 


5  or  6  tolerable  beds  are  ready  to  re- 
ceive travellers  overtaken  by  a  storm. 
On  the  descent  the  source  of  the 
Arve  is  passed,  at  least  the  highest 
of  its  springs ;  the  path  lies  down 
over  fine  pasturages,  and  by  the  cha- 
lets of  Cnaramillan  to  the  hamlet 
of  Tour,  where  cultivation,  though 
scanty,  is  reached,  and  barley,  oats, 
and  flax  are  raised.  On  the  banks 
of  the  torrent  may  be  observed  heaps 
of  blackish  slaty  rubbish,  which  is 
brought  down  by  the  torrents,  and 
carefiiUy  preserved  by  the  inhabitants 
in  smaU  heaps:  The  traveller  will 
be  pleased  with  the  sagacity  of  the 


peasani 
blacks 


its  when  he  learns  tnat  this 
tty  earth  is  scattered  over  the 
snow  witn  which  the  fields  are  co- 
vered in  the  spring  to  accelerate  its 
melting,  which  it  really  efiects  several 
weeks  before  it  would  otherwise  dis- 
appear. This  is  owing  to  the  warmth 
aosorbed  by  the  black  earth  from  the 
sun's  rays, — a  philosophical  process 
which  the  inhabitants  appear  to  have 
long  known  and  used ;  for  Saussure 
mentions  it  as  an  old  practice.  Just 
before  the  valley  is  reached  the  path 
falls  into  the  road  to  Chamouni  from 
the  Tete  Noire  (Rte.  141). 

To  go  in  one  day  firom  Chamonni 
to  Trient,  by  the  Tete  Noire,  and  re- 
turn by  the  Col  de  Balme,  requires 
12  or  13  hrs.  When  this  is  intended, 
to  gain  time  it  is  desirable  to  take  a 
char  as  far  as  Argenti^re,  the  road 
being  good  enough  to  drive  over  with 
more  despatch  from  Chamouni.  The 
same  char  may  be  kept  for  the  return 
in  the  evening,  by  which  further  time 
and  fatigue  may  he  saved. 
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ROUTE  143. 

BBRVOZ  TO  GENEVA,  BY   8IXT. 

Servoi. 

Ciol 4hra. 

Sixt 6  bra. 

Geneva 37  m. 

The  vailey  of  Sixt  deserves  mnch 
more  attention  than  it  has  vet  received. 
It  is  recommended  to  all  lovers  of  the 
picturesque,  as  one  of  the  finest  in 
Savoy.  An  interesting  account  of 
the  valley  and  its  neighbourhood  has 
been  given  by  Mr.  Alfred  Wills  in 
a  volume  called  *The  Eagle's  Nest.' 
It  may  be  visited  either  on  going 
from  Geneva  to  Chamouni,  being  ap- 
proached by  a  good  carriage -road 
from  Bonneville,  or,  in  returning  from 
Chamouni,  by  the  Col  d'Anteme,  lead- 
ing across  the  Chaine  de  Fys,  a  ridffe 
parallel  to  that  of  the  Breven  and  the 
Aiguilles  Rouges. 

The  ascent  of  the  Col  cTAnt^me 
commences  at  Servoi  (Rte.  138).  It 
is  a  mule-path,  and  requires  about  9 
hours  to  reach  Sixt.  A  guide  should 
be  taken  either  from  Chamouny  or 
Servoz,  who  knows  the  way:  it  ought 
not  to  be  attempted  without.  Take 
also  provisions  for  the  day.  Near 
Servoz  may  be  seen  a  monument  to 
an  imfortunate  Dane,  M.  Eschen,  who 
lost  his  life  (1800)  on  the  Buet,  in 
one  of  the  crevasses  concealed  beneath 
the  snow.  The  mountain  above  Servoz 
abounds  in  tertiary  fossils. 

It  takes  more  than  4  hrs.  to  reach 
the  Col  After  leaving  the  upper 
chalets  the  -debris  of  a  fallen  moun- 
tain has  to  be  crossed  by  a  rugged 
path.  The  Col  is  reached  through  a 
fork-like  opening,  from  which  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  Mont  Blanc  and  its 
chain  is  laid  open  to  the  eye.  The 
summit  of  the  Col  d'Anteme  is  7424 
ft.  above  the  sea-level.  There  is  an- 
other rather  shorter  but  steeper  and 

more  difficult  pass  from   Servoz  to 
Sixt  by  the  Col  du  Derochoir,  passing 

to  Uie  W.  side  of  the  Pointe  de  Sales. 

Sixt  may  also  be  reached  in  a  not 

very  fatiguing  day  of  11  hrs.  from 

Chamouni,    by  crossing  the  Col  du 
Breven,  vi&  Planpraz— road  made  by 


theFrasch  Government ;  avoiding  the 
circuit  by  Servoz.  The  roadsjoin at  * 
bridge  over  the  river  Dioza.  The  view 
from  the  Col  du  Breven  is  magnificent. 
[The  ascent  of  the  Buet  (R.  138  /  and 
e)  may  be  made  from  the  Col  d' Anteme 
by  descending  nearly  due  £.  from  the 
Col  to  the  chalets  of  Moed,  and  in 
1^  hr.  more,  partly  descending  across 
meadows  to  tne  hamlet  of  Villy  (the 
only  night-quarter  on  the  ascent),  vou 
can  ride  as  far  as  Salenton,  i  hr.  further. 
Then  begins  the  steepest  and  most 
difficult  part  of  the  ascent,  of  2  hours' 
toil,  mosdy  over  snow.  The  summii 
of  the  Buet  is  10,206  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  It  is  thickly  covered  with  snow, 
and  on  the  N.E.  and  N.  W.  extend  gla* 
ciers.  The  S.  side  is  verv  precipitous. 
From  this  point  Mont  Bianc  is  seen  Id 
full  grandeur.  £.  stretch  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Valais,  W.  the  view  ex- 
tends over  numberless  rockv  peaks 
far  away  into  Dauphiny,  and  over  a 
multitude  of  ridges  of  Savoyard  moun- 
tains, you  have  various  glimpses  of 
the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  Annecy, 
and  the  horizon  is  bounded  by  the 
Jura.  The  Buet  may  be  ascended 
more  easily  by  Valorsine  (Rte.  141). 
From  Villy  you  may  descend  the 
course  of  the  Dioza  to  Servoz,  or  Uke 
a  very  interesting  walk  across  the 
Breven,  descending  to  the  ch&lets  of 
Planpra  (Rte.  138«).  It  is  intended 
to  make  a  good  path  by  this  way  to 
the  Col  d'Anteme,  when  the  attrac- 
tions of  this  route  will  be  more  easily 
appreciated.3 

The  path  to  Sixt  skirts  the  E.  mar- 
gin of  the  small  Lac  d*Anteme.    The 
descent  on  the  N.  side  is  gradual,  and 
vou  arrive  in  about  an  hour  at  the 
bhalets  d' Anteme— a  cluster  of  filthy 
huts.     Here  you  will  find  milk  and 
I  cheese,  with    tolerably  good  water, 
I  of  which  there  is  none  on  the  Mon- 
'  tagnes  des  Fys.    Near  these  huts  are 
I  fossil  shells.     On  quitting  this  spot, 
where  women,  children,  and  swine  pie 
together,    you  continue    to   descend 
rapidly,  during  nearly  4  hrs.,  beneath 
I  the  fine  peak  of  the  Pointe  de  Sales, 
I  through    a    narrow    gorge,    whose 
'  beauties  and  luxuriant  appearance  are 
,  very  striking  after  the  barren  and 
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bleak  pass  of  the  monntain :  cascades, 
rushing  streams,  and  forests  of  dark 
and  imposing  feature,  are  amongst  the 
varied  objects  worthy  of  attention.  At 

Sixt  {Inn:  H.  des  Cascades,  a  large 
house,  once  a  convent,  altered  and 
repaired),  good  quarters  for  those  who 
desire  shooting.  Chamois,  grouse, 
and  partridge  are  to  be  had,  and  also 
delicious  trout,  the  water  of  this  valley 
not  being  too  cold  for  the  fish,  as  at 
Chamouni.  The  ytodlM  at  Sixt  are 
very  inferior,  and  are  banded  to- 
getner,  as  at  Chamouni,  and  each 
takes  his  turn.  The  charges  are 
fixed:  To  the  Bnet,  10  frs. ;  Fer  k 
Cheval,  2  frs.  50  c;  Chamouni,  15  frs. 
Moccand  the  shoemaker  is  a  good 
gvide  for  the  Buet,  &c.  Sixt  was  for- 
merly attached  to  a  monastery  (now 
suppressed),  founded  1144  bv  Ponce 
de  Faucigny,  and  is  beautifully  situ- 
ated in  the  valley  of  the  Gifire,  at 
the  W.  base  of  the  Buet.  The  valley 
abounds  in  wxterfalU:  perhaps  the 
one  most  worthy  a  special  visit  is 
that  of  Jioitget,  or  Boget,  an  hour's  dis- 
tance from  the  path  leading  to  Col 
d'Anteme. 

Mule-path  from  Planpras  to  Cha- 
mouni in  construction. 

Excursions. — 1.  To  the  Fer  h  Cheval, 
a  rugged  precipice,  in  the  form  of  a 
horse-shoe,  guarded  on  the  N.  by  the 
remarkable  mountain  Pio  ds  Tifme- 
verges,  and  ornamented  with  several 
cascades,  beyond  which  is  the  Fond  de 
la  Combe,  which  forms  the  termina- 
tion of  the  vaUey,  3  hrs.  from  Sixt. 
A  rough  char-road  goes  all  the 
way.  On  the  way  the  Bnet  raises 
its  snowy  head  (rt.)  into  the  clouds; 
1.  is  the  cascade  of  la  Gouille.  About 
§  of  the  way,  a  humble  monument 
marks  the  spot  where  the  entire 
village  of  Entre  Deux  Nants,  with 
180  persons,  was  buried  beneath  a 
landslip.  The  mines  near  the  head 
of  the  valley  are  difficult  of  access, 
and  have  external  communications 
along  the  face  of  the  precipice  from 
adit  to  adit.  The  glacier  on  the  top 
of  the  Fer  k  Cheval  is  remarkable 
for  the  very  steep  angle  at  which  it 
descends  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice. 
It  is  said  to  renew  itself  every  7  years. 


its  lower  extremity  constantly  fall- 
ing over  into  the  valley  down  a  pre- 
cipice 500  ft.  deep.  In  returning,  a 
visit  to  the  source  of  the  kst  watenaU 
to  the  rt.  before  reaching  Sixt  will 
repay  a  walk  of  15  min.  up  rather 
steep  grass  slopes  and  through  a 
beech  wood.  The  path  turns  off  at 
the  mill.  The  mass  of  water  forming 
the  cascade  wells  out  of  a  single  hole 
in  the  rock,  and  is  said  to  be  as  limpid 
in  winter  as  in  summer. 

2.  To  the  Lac  de  Gers^  3  hours* 
walk  the  path  crosses  the  valley  in  a 
S.W.  direction,  and  then  mounts  by 
a  steep  ascmt  (passing  the  fine  cas- 
cade of  Pieu,  or  Gers,  nearly  hidden 
in  a  deep  cleft)  for  50  min.  A  ravine 
is  then  crossed,  and  the  path  mounts 
again  on  the  opposite  side,  until  the 
Montagne  de  Torte  is  reach^ — 50 
min.  Hence  there  is  a  very  fine  view 
over  Sixt — the  Monts  Bnet  and  Blanc, 
and  the  Pointe  de  Sales.  Hence  to 
the  Lac  de  Gers  is  a  walk  of  45  min. 
over  ground  nearly  level.  Ko  guide 
required.  Passing  the  Lac  de  Gers, 
the  traveller  may  reach  Sallenches  or 
Ciuses  (Rte.  138)  in  about  5  hrs.  The 
ridge  S.W.  of  the  lake  is  called  the 
Ghaine  des  Fretes;  and  beyond  this  the 
track  descends  to  the  picturesque  Lac 
de  Flame,  drained  only  by  a  subter- 
ranean channeL  From  thence  a 
path  to  the  1.  leads  to  Sallenches^ 
descending  into  the  valley  of  the 
Arve  near  the  Nant  d'Arpenaz.  A 
track  to  the  rt.  leads  iu  about  the 
same  time  (2  hrs.)  to  Ciuses. 

3.  To  the  Buet,  It  is  prudent  to 
start  2  or  3  hrs.  before  sunrise,  so  as 
to  reach  the  snow  before  it  has  been 
much  softened  b^  the  sun.  An  active 
mountaineer  might  reach  Chamouni 
the  same  day,  but  it  is  a  very  long  ex- 
pedition. The  ascent  may  be  much 
shortened  by  passing  the  night  at 
the  Chalets  des  Fonds,  about  2  hrs. 
from  Sixt. 

4.  Two  passes  lead  from  Sixt  to  the 
valley  of  tne  Rhone  by  the  valleys  of 
the  Trient  or  the  Sallenches.  The 
less  difficult  ascends  the  precipitous 
rocks  of  the  Tdte  Noire,  about  the 
middle  of  the  Fer  k  Cheval,  and  leads 
by  the  chalets  of  Emoussons  to  Sal* 
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vent  (Kte.  141).  Bj  the  other  more 
difficult  and  rarely-used  pass  it  is 
possible  to  reach  Salvent  or  the  Tallej 
of  the  Sallenches.  Sealing  the  for- 
midably steep  rooks  of  the  lower 
portion  of  the  Pio  de  Tinnevergea, 
you  may  reach  the  Col  de  Tmneverges^ 
which  crosses  the  ridge  of  the  Fer  i 
Gbeyal  at  the  N.E.  comer  of  the  amnhi- 
theatre.  It  was  passed  by  an  English 
traveller  in  1860. 

For  the  passes  to  Champ^ry  see 
Bte.144. 

A  Mail  Carriage^  taking  2  or  8  pas- 
sengers, runs  tnree  times  a  week  to 
Bonnenlle. 

There  are  two  char-roads  to  Gre- 
nera — one  by  Bonneville,  in  good  con- 
dition; another,  shorter,  bat  not 
so  well  kept,  by  St.  Jeoire;  but  St. 
Jeoire  is  by  fftr  the  most  picturesque: 
distance  either  wa^  about  36  m. 

1^  hour  below  Sixt  is  8amo«n»(^Tnni 
Crois  d'Or),  a  beautifully  situated 
town  of  3000  Inhab. 

rannth7«s,  a  town  of  2800  Inhab., 
2^  leagues  from  Samoens,  has  a  cnsUe, 
now  custom-house.  From  hence  Bon- 
neville and  the  high  road  from  Cha- 
mouni  to  Geneva  may  be  reached  in 
about  10  m.  of  good  road.  By  the 
more  direct  route  it  is  a  distance  of 
2}  leagues  to 

St,  Jeoire  (Inna:  Couronne;  Lion 
d'Or)  standing  at  the  foot  of  the  Mdle, 
a  mountain  very  conspicuous  from 
Geneva.  Its  top  commands  a  fine 
view.    2^  leagues  hence  is 

Nangy,  on  the  road  from  Chamonni  to 

GcNEVA,  Bte.  53. 


BOUTE  144. 

BIXT  TO  MOMTHBT — ^VAL  d'ILLIBZ. 

This  route  leads  through  charming 
scenery,  and  is  perfectly  easy  for  the 
most  moderate  pedestrian,  or  for 
ladies  who  can  ride  for  about  6  hrs. 
There  are  excellent  inns  at  Cham- 
p^ry  and  at  Samoens.  There  is  a 
direct  pass  from  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  Sixt  to  Champery  by  the 
Col  de  SagSroux,  This  was  formerly 
a  difficult,  and  even  dangerous  pass, 
but  it  is  said  that  the  path  has  been 


improved,  and  no  mountaineer  need 
now  hesitate  to  follow  it  with  a  good 
guide.  There  is  another  pass,  not 
quite  so  difficult,  by  the  Colette  de 
I  Oulaz.  Ordinary  travellers  will  pre- 
fer' the  more  circuitous  but  much 
easier  route  by  the  Col  de  Goldze 
and  the  Col  de  Coux. 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Ooleze  com- 
mences at  Samoens;  the  path  for  the 
entire  way  to  the  Col  lies  through 
beautiful  forest  scenery,  diversified  by 
grassy  glades,  from  which  exquisite 
views  are  gained  of  the  limestone  peaks 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains.  The 
ascent  io  the  Col,  passing  the  villages 
or  hamlets  of  Les  MoMtns  and  Les 
Allamansj  occupies  about  3  hrs.;  the 
descent  from  thence  to  Samoens  about 
2f  hrs.  Close  to  the  summit  (about 
5600  ft)  are  some  ch&lets,  where 
wine,  milk,  and  bread  and  cheese  are 
to  be  had. 

From  the  summit  of  the  Col  the 
traveller  sees  to  the  N.E.  another  and 
higher  ridge  which  separates  him 
from  the  Yald'Illies.  Below  him,  at 
no  gpreat  depth,  is  a  stream,  the 
torrent  of  the  Drance^  which  flows 
into  the  lake  of  Geneva  near  Thonon 
(see  Bte.  57).  The  way  to  the  Col 
de  Coiuc  winds  round  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  the  Drance,  beneath  some 
limestone  crags,  and  through  a  mag- 
nificent pine  forest.  The  summit 
(about  6400  ft.),  marked  by  a  cross, 
is  reached  in  1^  hr.  from  the  Col  de 
Gol^ze,  or  about  1}  hr.  when  travel- 
ling in  the  opposite  direction.  The 
descent  from  the  Col  de  Coux  into 
the  Val  d'Hliez  is  at  first  rather 
steep.  About  halfway  down  a  stream- 
let from  a  sulphureous  spring  is 
crossed  by  a  stone  bridge.  The 
descent  to  Champery  is  easily  made 
in  2  hrs.;  the  ascent  from  Champery 
requires  2^  hrs. 

Champiry  {Inns:  H6tel  et  Pension 
de  la  Dent  du  Midi,  excellent  and 
moderate,  pension  4^  fr.  a  day;  the 
landlord,  M.  Lonfifit,  is  a  most  worthy 
and  excellent  man; — Croix  F^^rale 
is  still  cheaper,  but  second-rate)  is 
well  suited  for  headquarters  from 
whence  the  beautiful  scenery  of  the 
neighbourhood  may  be  seen  m  detail. 


PiecP'  4r  Savoy, 


ROUTE  146. — ^AOSTA  TO  PONTE. 


417 


It  is  rather  hot  for  Its  height  (3700  ft.) 
above  the  sea. 

The  chief  excursion  from  Cham- 
p^ry  for  mountaineers  is  the  ascent 
of  the  Dent  du  Midu  whose  rugged 
and  seemingly  inaccessible  crags  form 
so  striking  an  ol^ect  from  the  E.  end 
of  Uie  lake  of  Geneva.  The  most 
direct  route,  but  fit  only  for  good 
cragsmen,  passes  by  the  Croix  de 
Zellze,  and  reaches  the  summit  in 
5^  hrs:  An  easier  way  passes  by  the 
chalets  of  Bonavaux,  1^  hr.»  and  from 
thence  gains  the  summit  in  5  hrs. 
The  view  is  magnificent,  including 
the  greater  part  of  the  Pennine  chain 
and  the  nearer  Alps  of  Bex.  The 
beautiful  Vol  dTlliez  is  about  9  m. 
in  length  from  Champ4ry  to  Monthey. 
There  is  an  excellent  carriage-road  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Viege  torrent,  passing 
the  villages  of  Vol  cTIiliez  (a  decent  Inn) 
and  lyoia  Ibrrmts,  Pedestrians  bound 
for  Bex  may  take  a  footpath  along  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  stream.  At  Chouex, 
opposite  Monthey,  there  Is  a  path 
leading  direct  to  Massongex  and  Bex. 
The  erratic  blocks  of  Monthey  and 
the  Yal  d'Qliez  have  furnished  much 
matter  for  discussion  among  geolo- 
gists. 

(For  Monthey  see  Rte.  57.) 
fTravellers  wishing  to  reach  Tho- 
non,  on  the  lake  of  Geneva,  from 
Samoens,  may  take  the  Col  de  Gol^ze; 
but  there  is  a  rather  short  route  by 
the  Col  de  Jouxplane  leading  direct 
to  Morzine.  (For  this  and  other 
routes  from  the  Yal  d*Illiez  to  Tho- 
non  see  Bte.  57.)] 


ROUTE  146. 

AOSTA  TO  PONTE  IN  VAL  d'oRCA,  BY 
COQNE  AND  THE  VAL  SOANNA. 

H.   K. 

Aosta. 

Cogne S  30 

HiRheet  chAlets     ...    3  0 

Col  de  I'Arietta     ...     1  30 

CompigUa 3  0 

Punto .4  0 

From  Aosta  (Rte.  134)  a  road 
leads  directly  down  to  the  river  Doire, 
which  is  crossed  on  a  wooden  bridge, 


and  a  path  ascends  on  the  rt.  bank 
through  the  rich  plain  of  the  valley, 
and  through  the  villages  of  Gressau 
and  Joveneau  to  AimamUe,  where  one 
of  the  most  &ntastical  ofifences  to 
good  taste  in  buDding  spoils  one  of 
the  finest  sites  in  the  valley.  A 
knoll  jutting  out  into  it  is  surmounted 
with  a  square  mass  of  masonry,  with 
an  ugly  gallery  erected  in  the  early 
part  of  tiie  last  century,  a  modern 
antique,  worse  than  any  cockney  cas- 
tle. Within  it  is  an  ancient  armoury 
of  the  barons  of  Aimaville.  It  is  now 
inhabited  by  the  Contessa  di  Rooca 
Chalaud. 

From  Aimaville  the  ascent  is  steep 
to  the  hamlet  of  St.  Martin.  The 
view  from  the  crest  above  it  is  per- 
haps the  finest  in  the  Yal  d' Aosta, 
in  the  richness  of  its  plain,  studded 
with  villas  and  ch&teaux.  The  city  is 
seen  as  in  a  glorious  frame,  and  be- 
yond it,  towanls  the  great  chain,  the 
peaks  of  the  Monte  Rosa  close  the 
picture. 

On  turning  the  brow  of  the  moun- 
tain which  forms  the  southern  side  of 
the  entrance  to  the  Val  de  Cogne,  a 
path  at  an  elevation  of  at  least  1000  ft. 
above  the  torrent  of  the  Cogne  leads 
into  the  valley.  Soon  after  losing 
sight  of  Aosta,  deep  in  the  valley  be- 
neath the  path,  the  tops  of  the  cot- 
tages of  Pont  d'Aei  are  seen  clustered 
with  a  few  trees,  and  near  it  a  white 
line  which  crosses  the  ravine.  This 
is  well  worth  an  examination,  and  a 
path  leads  down  to  this  remarkable 
village,  where  the  bridge  crossing  the 
gulf  will  be  found  to  be  an  ancient 
aoueduct,  which  now  serves  as  a  road. 
Tnis  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of 
the  Roman  structures  remaining  in 
the  Yal  d' Aosta,  from  the  times  of 
the  empire.  It  is  raised  nearly  400  ft. 
above  the  torrent,  which  it  crosses  by 
a  single  arch  ;  immediately  above  the 
arch,  and  under  the  present  road, 
is  the  ancient  grallery,  which  is  lit 
through  slits  in  the  walL  The  gallery 
is  180  ft.  long,  Ufi.  high,  and  3  ft. 
wide.  The  vault  is  composed  of  the 
slabs  which  formed  the  bed  of  the 
ancient  watercourse.  The  gallery  is 
entered  by  arched  ports  at  either  end; 
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there  are  two,  one  on  the  upper  side, 
at  the  Tillage  of  Pont  d'Ae^  and  at 
the  other  end  the  port  opens  down 
the  valley.  This  singular  work  is 
in  perfectly  sound  condition,  though 
built,  as  a  still  legible  and  even  shaiT) 
inscription  indicates,  by  Cains  Aimus 
and  his  son,  of  Padua,  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  Augustus.  This  in- 
scription is  inaccessible  ;  it  is  placed 
on  a  tablet  just  over  the  arch  on  the 
lower  side  towards  the  valley  of 
Aosta.  Though  it  cannot  be  reached, 
to  which  fact  it  probably  owes  its  pre- 
servation, yet  it  can  be  readily  read 
from  the  brink  of  the  precipice  on  the 
side  of  Pont  d'Ael,  and  me  follow- 
ing is  the  inscription  : — 

IMP.  CiCaARB  AUGUSTO  Xm. 

COS.  D£SI0N.  a  AVILLIOS  C  ¥.  C  ADfUS 

PATAVINU8  PRIVATUM. 

Their  name  is  still  preserved  in  the 
village  and  chateau  of  Aimaville. 

Travellers  in  the  Val  d' Aosta  should 
not  fEiil  to  visit  this  interesting  work 
of  antiquity,  which  is  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation wnere  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
that  any  benefit  couid  ever  have  arisen 
commensurate  with  the  expense  of  the 
structure.  The  surrounding  scenery 
is  very  fine. 

The  distance  from  Aosta  to  Pont 
d'Ael  by  the  route  described  is  about 
2^  hours'  walk.  For  pedestrians  from 
Oourmayeur  there  is  a  short  wav 
from  Villenenve  to  Pont  d'Ael,  wind- 
ing round  the  slope  of  the  hill. 

In  ascending  the  valley  of  Cogne 
it  is  not  necessary  to  retrace  one's 
steps  to  regain  the  path  high  upon  the 
mountain  side.  A  shorter  cut  frt>m 
Pont  d'Ael  leads  to  it ;  the  valley 
for  a  long  way  above  Pont  d'Ael 
is  a  ravine,  utterly  impracticable  in 
its  depth,  which,  except  at  two  or 
three  points,  is  equally  impervious  to 
the  eye.  Opposite  to  one  spot,  where 
the  path  turns  suddenly  into  a  deep 
rift  or  crue  in  the  mountain  side,  is  a 
slide,  down  which  trees  cut  in  the 
forest  above  are  discharged,  for  the 
chance  of  the  torrent  bringing  them 
down  to  the  Val  d' Aosta.  Not  one 
in  ten  escapes  being  broken  into  splin- 
ters; these^  however,  serve  for  work- 


ing the  iron  raised  in  the  Yal  de 
Cogne,  and  celebrated  in  Piedmont. 

The  difficulties  of  constructing  a 
road  by  which  the  productions  of  the 
valley  could  be  brought  down,  are 
obvious  on  observing  its  precipitous 
character.  The  valley,  however,  opens 
a  little  near  some  iron- works,  and  from 
where  the  river  is  crossed  to  its  1. 
bank,  a  tolerable  road  leads  to  Cogne. 
This  road  was  made  by  two  brothers, 
iron-masters,  who  have  recorded  its 
formation  on  a  tablet  in  a  rock.  It  is 
kept  in  repair  and  has  been  much  im- 
proved at  the  expense  of  the  commune 
of  Cogne,  under  the  judicious  admi- 
nistration of  Dr.  Grappin,  a  physician, 
a  man  of  general  information,  who 
acquired  influence  enough  over  his 
compatriots  to  induce  them  to  carry 
out  many  local  improvements  which 
he  suggested.  There  is  very  little  cul- 
tivation in  the  valley,  as  the  products 
of  the  mines  gave  occupation  to  its 
inhabitants;  every  stream  driving  its 
tilt  hammer,  and  almost  every  person 
being  employed  in  working,  smelting, 
or  forging  tne  iron  raised.  Within 
the  last  few  years,  however,  the  com- 
pany has  failed,  which  led  to  the  stop- 
page of  the  works  and  to  great  dis- 
tress amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the 
valley. 

The  hamlets  of  Vieille  Silvenoir, 
Epinel,  and  Creta  are  passed  before 
reaching  the  considerable  viliage  of 

Cogne,  5^  hrs.'  walk  from  Aosta* 
Inn :  La  Grivola,  built  1864. 

[For  mountaineers  there  is  a  some- 
what longer  but  more  interesting  way 
from  Aosta,  by  ascending  to  the  chalets 
of  Comboi,  on  the  way  to  the  Becca  di 
Nona,  and  thence  crossini^  the  ridge 
nearly  due  S.,  with  a  magnificent  view 
of  the  snow^  Alps  of  Conie.  It 
is  quite  possible  to  ascend  the  Becca 
di  Nona,  and  from  thence  descend  to 
Cogne,  in  1  long  day  from  Aosta.] 

The  village  is  beiebutifully  situated 
at  the  union  of  3  valleys,  amidst 
charming  meadows,  which  contrast 
strikingly  with  the  barren  scenes 
through    which    the    traveller    has 

{>a8sea.  The  valley  N.E.  of  Cogne 
eads  to  the  Mont  Emilius,  and  by 
a  pass   to  the    Fa/   d0   81,    Jfarwl. 


In  the  opposite   direction    the    Vol 
Valnobe  leads  to  the  great  glacier  of 

A  day  may  be  spent  with  interest 
and  pleasure  here  in  Tisiting  the 
abanaoned  iron-mines.  A  very  steep 
ascent  of  2^  hrs.  from  Cogne  leads  to 
them.  The  iron  was  worked  in  the 
face  of  the  mountain,  and  seems  to  be 
of  almost  unlimited  extent.  A  vast 
surface  of  pure  ore,  yielding  from  70 
to  80  per  cent  of  metal,  is  exposed  to 
open  dav.  The  workmen  lived  in 
wretched  cabins  during  the  week,  but 
descended  to  spend  their  Sundays  in 
the  valley.  The  height  of  the  mine 
aboTe  the  valley  is  at  least  3000  ft, 
and  as  much  as  120  rubbie  or  3000  lbs. 
of  ore  was  brought  down  at  once, 
upon  sledges  worked  by  men  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner. 

On  the  mountains  near  Co^e  are 
some  of  the  few  bouquetins  left  in  the 
Alps.  Their  destruction  is  prohibited 
under  heavy  penalties. 

On  leaving  Cogne  for  the  head  of 
the  valley,  a  good  road  continues  up 
to  the  place  where  the  path  branches 
off  by  which  the  iron-ore  is  brought 
down  from  the  mountain. 

From  all  the  heights  round  Cogne 
Mont  Blanc  is  admirably  seen,  for  the 
valley  is  a  prolongation  in  direction 
of  that  between  Viuenenve  and  Cour- 
mayeur.  The  beautiful  pyramidal 
peak  of  the  Fie  de  la  GrtooUi  or  Come 
die  Cogne  (13,003  ft.),  between  the  val- 
leys of  Cogne  and  Savaranche,  is  also 
a  conspicuous  object 

Leaving  the  little  plain  of  Cogne, 
the  road  to  the  Col  ascends  by  a  steep 
path  on  the  mountain  side,  leaving  on 
the  rt  a  valley  into  which  descends 
the  glacier  of  Money,  descending 
from  the  mountain  called  the  Grand 
Faradis.  The  steep  path  passes  over 
what  appears  to  be  a  vast  dyke  in  the 
valley ;  the  torrent  flows  round  it  to 
escape  through  a  ravine  at  one  extre- 
mity. On  crossing  the  ridge,  the  tra- 
veller finds  himself  on  a  more  wild 
and  open  ground,  leading  to  the  Alps 
and  pasturages  of  Chavanes.  Some 
of  the  lower  chalets  are  soon  reached : 
farther  up  on  this  fine  Alp,  which 
feeds  large  flocks  «nd  herds  during 
[Sicitz.'] 
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the  summer,  numerous  chUets  form 
the  cluster  known  as  the  Chdlets  of 
Chavanes.  From  this  point  there  are  2 
routes  to  the  Yal  Soanna — (a)  ihe 
more  direct,  somewhat  difficult,  over 
glacier;  the  other  (6)  longer,  but,  on 
the  whole,  more  interestine^. 

a.  This  pass  across  the  g&cier  is  not 
practicable  for  mules.  From  Cogne 
to  the  crest  of  the  pass  is  a  walk  of 
4  hrs. — the  glacier  itself  may  be 
crossed  in  20  minutes.  This  pass  is 
known  as  the  Col  de  VArietia,  Caution 
should  be  used  in  crossing  the  glacier: 
the  natives  do  not  know  it  well,  and 
when  there  is  even  a  slight  covering 
of  snow,  it  is  prudent  to  carry  a  rope, 
since  the  crevasses,  though  narrow, 
are  very  numerous.  The  Col  is  ele- 
vated and  very  narrow,  the  view  from 
it  towards  the  S.  is  magnificent ;  in 
clear  weather  the  city  of  Turin  is 
visible — seen  over  and  far  beyond  the 
deep  Yal  Campea,  which  lies  at  the 
feet  of  the  traveller,  and  seeminely  of 
perpendicular  descent.  Towards  the 
N.  the  Monte  Rosa  and  Mont  Blanc 
can  both  be  seen  if  the  traveller  can 
climb  a  rugged  rock  on  the  rt 
for  the  enjoyment  of  these  magpii- 
ficent  objects.  The  descent  from  the 
Col  is  excessively  steep,  but  quite 
safe  down  to  the  valley  of  Campea ; 
here,  however,  a  commodious  path 
leads  gently  down  through  scenes  of 
continually  increasing  TOauty.  On 
looking  back  the  Col  de  Cogne  ap- 
pears as  if  guarded  by  inaccessible 
precipices. 

3  hrs.  from  the  Col  is  Campiglia  (no 
Inn),  a  wretched  hamlet,  whose  male 
inhabitants  for  the  most  part  miCTate 
in  winter  into  the  plains  of  Itiuy  to 
exercise  their  trades  of  coppersmith 
and  lampmaker. 

i  hr.  Vaiprato.    Here  Rte.  b  falls 


6.  A  longer  road,  but  more  varied 
and  beautinil,  and  barely  practicable 
for  mules,  is  found  by  leaving  the 
glaciers  of  Cogne  on  the  rt,  and 
turning  to  the  1.  up  a  steep  and  diffi- 
cult ascent  to  a  narrow  col,  called  the 
Fenetre  de  Cogne,  a  mere  notch  in  the 
X 
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crest  of  the  monntain.  From  this  place 
the  view  of  the  Alps  which  bound 
the  Val  de  Cogne  on  the  W.  is  magni- 
ficent, from  the  grandeur  of  their  forms 
and  the  vast  extent  of  their  glaciers. 

In  the  opposite  direction,  the  gla- 
ciers which  crest  the  northern  side 
of  the  Val  d'Orca  are  not  less  strik- 
ing, and  are  perhaps  more  impressive 
from  their  greater  proximity.  They 
form  a  vast  barrier  to  the  rt.  of  the  Val 
Champorcher,  which  opens  into  the 
Val  d^Aosta  (Rte.  134),  at  Fort  Bard. 

The  descent  to  the  head  of  the 
Val  Champorcher  is  rather  difficult, 
from  the  steepness  of  the  path  and 
looseness  of  the  soiL  This  difficulty 
ends  before  reaching  a  little  chapel  or 
oratory, called  Notre  Dame  de  la  Neige. 
This  oratory  is  placed  on  the  brink  of 
one  of  several  little  lakes,  formed  by 
the  melting  of  the  glaciers.  No  spot 
can  be  more  savage  than  this,  or  give 
a  more  impressive  idea  of  dreary  soli- 
tude. 

The  path  now  skirts,  as  it  leaves  it 
on  the  rt.,  a  dark  and  enormous  moun- 
tain mass,  and  descends  rapidly  down 
the  valley,  but  nothing  haoitable  ap- 
pears. The  valley  deepens  consi- 
derably on  the  L  below  the  path  :  the 
e>'e  can  trace  its  course  down  towards 
Bard,  and  a  path  across  it  is  also 
seen,  which  leads  from  the  village  of 
Champorcher  by  the  Chalets  of  Do- 
doney  into  the  valley  of  Fenis. 

After  skirting  a  buttress  of  the 
mountain  the  path  reaches  the  bank 
of  a  torrent  just  where  it  issues  from 
a  glacier ;  then,  crossing  another 
ridge  over  a  beautiful  pasturage,  it 
descends  to  the  borders  of  a  little  lake 
at  the  foot  of  the  Col  di  Beale. 

[From  this  spot  to  Fort  Bard  down 
the  valley  of  Champorcher  is  about 
4  hrs.  About  12  hrs.  altogether  from 
Cogne  to  Bard.  The  road  is  very 
bad,  scarcely  fit  for  mules,  although 
it  was  repaired  in  1854,  when  the 
King  of  Piedmont  and  Duke  of  Genoa, 
with  a  large  suite,  made  a  hunting  ex- 
cursion in  this  district.  (See  Rte.  134.)1 

Turning  abruptly  to  the  rt.  the  path 
leads  in  less  than  an  hour  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  ridge  separating  the  head  of 


Val  Champorcher  fit^m  the  E.  branch 
of  the  Val  Soanna,  sometimes  called 
Col  di  Ckamporcher  and  sometimes  Col 
di  Reale,  From  this  crest  one  of  the 
finest  Alpine  panoramas  is  presented. 

From  the  crest  the  descent  is  rapid. 
Passing  to  the  L  under  a  beetHng 
mountain,  the  path  skirts  a  deep 
ravine,  leaves  on  the  rt.  some  old  adits 
of  a  mine  worked  unprofitably  for 
silver,  and,  after  a  tortuous  descent  of 
2  hrs.,  passes  by  some  chalets.  The 
level  of  the  pine  forests  is  soon  reached, 
and  deep  in  a  little  plain  is  seen  the 
church  and  village  of  Val  Pro,  the 
highf'st  in  the  Val  Soanna.  If  the 
traveller  arrive  late  at  Val  Pra,  the 
worthy  old  peasant  Giuseppe  Danna 
will  give  him  his  best  welcome. 

At  the  opposite  extremity  of  this 
little  plain,  the  path  descends  by  a 
stunted:  pine  forest,  and  through  the 
depths  of  the  valley  to  the  village  of 
Peney,  and  by  one  or  two  little  hamlets 
to  the  village  of  CiampanelUu  'There 
is  nothing  peculiar  in  this  part  of  the 
valley,  until  just  before  reaching  the 
hamlet  of  Bosoo  del  Roco  :  there 
are  the  remains  of  a  slip  from  the 
mountain,  which  took  place  in  1 833, 
and  strewed  the  little  plain  with  rocks 
and  stones.  At  the  namlet  of  Val« 
prato,  2^  hrs.  ft-om  Val  Pra,  the 
track  falls  into  that  from  the  Col  de 
rArietta. 


f  hr.  Ponro :  there  is  an  7n«,  which 
hunger  and  fatigiie  alone  can  make  en- 
durable ;  below  it,  a  bridge,  in  a  wild 
and  striking  situation,  lewis  across  a 
ravine  to  the  village  of  Ingria. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of 
Soanna  wear  a  singular  sort  of  shoe 
or  boot;  it  is  made  of  coarse  woollen, 
tied  tight  round  the  ankle,  but  half  as 
broad  again  as  the  foot;  its  use  gives 
an  awkwardness  to  their  gait 

Below  Irufria  the  valley  becomes  a 
ravine  of  singularly  wild  and  grand 
character,  vast  precipices,  gorges 
and  forests,  offer  alternately,  some- 
times together,  their  magnificent  ma- 
teriab  for  Alpine  scenery.  The  road 
descends  to  the  level  of  the  river,  here 


Tie^  if  Savoy.  roitte  146. — ponte.    couRGNt 

80  hemmed  in  by  rooks  that  it  has 
been  necessary  to  cut  a  passage 
through  them.  Enormous  overhang- 
ing masses  close  the  proximate  part 
of  the  valley,  hiding  Fonte  from  view 
altogether,  vrhilst  beyond  it  the  plains 
of  Piedmont  appear. 

A  path  dovim  through  a  forest,  and 
near  some  quarries,  leads  to  the  Villa 
Nuova  of  Fonte,  the  cotton-works 
established  by  the  Baron  du  Fort, 
and  about  half  a  mile  beyond  is 

2f  hrs.  PoifUe  {Inn^  tolerable,  al 
Valentino),  a  singular  old  town  ;  its 
streets  lined  with  arcades,  under  which 
the  market  is  held. 

The  picturesoue  situation  of  this 
place  at  the  connuenoe  of  the  Soanna 
and  the  Oreo  can  hardly  be  exceeded, 
rich  in  vineyards,  enclosed  by  moun- 
tains, offering,  in  combination  with 
the  surrounding  scenery,  the  towers 
and  ruins  of  two  feudal  castles  in  the 
most  striking  situations,  and  the  head 
of  the  valley  closed  by  the  snowy 
peaks  of  the  lofty  range  which  divides 
the  Val  d'Orco  from  Uie  Xarentaise. 

There  are  many  spots  about  Fonte 
which  offer  views  of  singular  beauty. 
Few  places  are  so  rich  in  the  pictu- 
resque: these,  too,  offer  a  remancable 
variety,  for  besides  the  views  of  Ponte 
and  the  valley,  from  the  villages  on 
the  surrounding  mountains'  sides, 
both  the  Oreo  and  the  Soanua  pre- 
sent retreats  in  their  deep  and  retired 
courses,  which  are  nowhere  exceeded 
for  pioturesqueness,  A  walk  down 
two  or  three  meadows  between  Foate 
and  the  Oreo  leads  to  one  of  these, 
well  worth  the  traveller's  visit,  where 
the  bright  deep  waters  of  the  Oreo 
seem  hemmed  in  by  lofty  and  forest- 
crowned  precipices.  The  Ctu  of  Stcu 
Maria  on  an  eminence,  •}  hr.'s  walk 
below  the  town,  commands  a  fine 
view  of  the  junction  and  of  the  valley 
as  far  as  Couren^. 

The  establishment  of  the  Fahbricci, 
the  first  cotton  works  known  in  Pied- 
mont, has  given  employment  to  several 
thousands  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, as  printers,  spinners,  weavers, 
and  dyei*s;  the  goods  beine  prepared 
within  the  walls  of  the  Paborica,  from 
the  raw  material  as  imported  from 
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Genoa,  to  the  completion  of  erery 
article  for  the  market. 


Fonte  is  distant  6  hours  from  Turin, 
to  which  city  a  diligence  goes  3  times 
a  week.  There  is  an  excellent  car- 
riage-road to  the  capital,  which  passes 
through 

CourgnS — (Inn:  Leone  d'Oro,  tolera- 
ble)— a  large  town  on  the  W,  side  of 
the  Oreo.  A  good  walker  may  go  from 
Cogne  to  Ck>urgn^  in  a  day  across  the 
Col  de  r Arietta;  but  the  stranger 
should  get  the  assistance  of  a  guide 
over  the  CoL  From  Courgn^  the  road 
to  Turin  continues  through  Valperga, 
c^ebrated  for  having  one  of  the 
noblest  campaniles  in  Piedmont ; 
Rivarolo;  Lombardore,  where  the 
river  Mallone  is  crossed;  and  Lemie; 
besides  numerous  villages.  All  those 
places  named  are  tovras,  and  some  are 
large.  They  are  situated  in  the  richest 
part  of  Piedmont,  amidst  Indian  com, 
vines,  nudberry  and  fig-trees.  Those 
which  are  placed  on  the  subsidences 
«f  the  Alps,  a  little  above  the  plains, 
are  in  the  most  beautiful  situations, 
surrounded  by  vine-covered  hUls,  and 
backed  by  lofty  ranges  of  mountains. 
Little  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  rich- 
ness  and  beauty  of  Piedmont,  except 
by  those  who  have  skirted  the  moun- 
tains on  the  borders  of  its  rich  plains. 
The  traveller  who  enters  it  abruptly, 
by  the  usual  routes,  at  right  angles, 
across  the  chain  of  Uie  Alps,  sees  too 
little  of  its  actual  and  picturesque 
richness  to  estimate  Justly  this  fine 
country* 
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EOUTE  147.— VAL  SAVARANCHE. 


Sect.  IL 


EOUTE  147. 

PONTE  TO  VILLENEUVE,  BY  THE  VAL 
8AVARAMCUE. 

Hn. 
FbQte. 

Locajia 2i 

Novaaca 2k 

Ceresol  3 

ChapiA U 

Pont.     ..*.....  5 

YiUeneuve 6i 

About  20  hours'  walk :  distances 
approximate. 

At  the  chdlets  milk,  cheese,  and 
butter  may  be  had,  but  the  trayeller 
must  carry  bread  and  wine  when 
he  visits  these  wild  valleys  ;  and  he 
is  especially  cautioned  against  wan- 
dering there  without  a  careful  and 
well-recommended  ^de.  At  No- 
yasca,  or  Ceresol,  Giuseppe  Bmscha, 
better  known  by  the  name  of  Muot, 
from  the  loss  of  one  hand,  may  be 
heard  of;  he  is  a  good  guide,  an  active 
mountaineer,  a  capital  chasseur,  and  a 
good-tempered,  intelligent  fellow. 

On  leaving  Ponte  to  ascend  the 
y  al  d*Orco,  the  road  continues  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  throughout  its 
course.  The  scenery  is  very  fine; 
the  forms  of  the  mountains  vast  and 
grand,  rugged  and  broken,  clothed 
with  magnificent  chestnut- trees,  and 
frequentty  exhibiting  the  effects  of 
disintegration  in  the  enormous  blocks 
which  nave  fallen  from  the  heights, 
in  many  places  in  such  quantity  that 
the  road  is  carried  over  or  around  the 
debris  with  such  sinuosity  and  undu- 
lation, that  the  variety  of  views  they 
aid  to  present  gives  a  peculiar  cha- 
racter to  this  valley. 

About  3  m.  from  Ponte  is  the  vil- 
lage of  Sparone.  Many  little  ham- 
lets lie  on  the  road,  and  many  usines 
are  worked  for  small  iron  wares  with 
tilts,  and  no  stream  is  allowed  to  re- 
main idle,  where,  at  a  small  cost, 
and  with  simple  machinery,  it  can  be 
made  to  tilt  a  hammer,  or  move  a  saw. 

Locana,  a  little  town,  the  streets 


narrow  and  dirty,  /nn ;  Leone  d*Oro, 
tolerable. 

In  these  villages  many  of  the  weav- 
ers are  employed  by  the  Fabbrica. 

Above  Locana  the  valley  soon  be- 
comes dreary,  and  the  road  more 
rugged,  and  some  smeltin^-houses 
and  for&;es  belonging  to  M.  Bmna  are 
reached. 

Thus  fieir  the  road  is  practicable  for 
chars.  Above,  there  is  only  a  mule* 
path,  which  winds  up  amidst  the 
enormous  masses  of  fallen  granite 
and  serpentine,  some  of  which  have 
blocked  up  the  course  of  the  torrent, 
and  compelled  it  to  find  another 
channel — these,  and  the  savage  moun- 
tains which  now  domineer  in  the  val- 
ley, give  it  great  wildness.  Yet  the 
tortuous  road  rising  over  these  Sbotiie^ 
mens  often  leads  to  beautiful  little 
plains  between  them. 

There  are  several  hamlets  above 
Locana,  as  St.  Marco,  Arsone,  and 
La  Frera,  but  each  is  more  and  more 
miserable,  until  the  climax  of  wretch- 
edness is  found  at  Nooasca,  which  has 
pointed  a  proverb — 

Novaaca,  Novaaca, 
Poco  pane,  lunga  tasca. 

Here  a  grand  cataract  bursts  out 
from  a  rift  in  a  mountain  mass  of 
granite,  where  all  is  denuded  to  abso- 
lute sterility.  Below  it  a  thousand 
enormous  masses  of  granite  boulders 
are  brought  down  and  thrown  together 
by  the  rail.  The  passage  across  the 
river,  among  these  rocks,  is  a  cnrioirs 
specimen  or  Alpine  bridge-building: 
poles  and  planks  are  placed  from  rock 
to  rock,  and  almost  under  the  spray 
of  the  cataract.  Beyond  the  passage 
of  this  torrent  the  road  still  ascends 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Oreo. 

About  1  m.  above  Novasca  is  a 
gorge  called  the  Scalare  de  Cere- 
sol,  where  lofty  precipices  overhang 
the  course  of  the  Oreo,  which 
tumbles  in  a  succession  of  cata- 
racts. The  path  which  leads  to 
the  summit  is  cut  out  of  the  rocks, 
and  a  flight  of  steps  (Scalare),  prac- 
ticable for  mules,  is  carried  up 
through  the  gorge;  sometimes  on  the 
brink  of  the   precipice;   at  others, 
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cut  so  deep  into  its  aide  that  the 
rocky  canopy  overhangs  it.  This  ex- 
traordinary path  extends  half  a  mile. 
Crosses  fixed  against  the  rock  mark 
the  spots  of  accidents. 

The  termination  of  this  wild  road 
is  like  a  winding  staircase,  in  which 
it  is  difficult  for  a  mule  to  turn.  On 
emerging  the  traveller  finds  himself  on 
a  plain  where  barley  is  grown,  and  an 
abundance  of  rich  meadow-land.  Im- 
mediately before  him  is  the  snowy 
range  dividing  the  Val  Fomo  from 
the  Val  d'Orco,  and  across  which  a 
col  leads  in  a  few  hours  to  Gros 
Cavallo. 

A  little  way  within  the  plain  of  Cere- 
sol  the  valley  turns  to  the  right  and 
the  Oreo  washes  the  base  of  a  mountain, 
where  the  Comte  d' Agile  has  some 
silver-mines.  The  ore  is  smelted  in  the 
valley.  Near  the  works  there  is  a 
spring  of  water  slightly  ferruginous, 
but  so  highly  carbonated  that  the  gas 
escapes  ^om  it  in  a  sparkling  state. 
It  is  almost  tasteless;- when  drunk 
at  the  spring  it  is  delicious.  About 
10  min.  from  the  spring  a  clean  and 
comfortable  fnn  has  been  built,  fre- 
quented by  Tarinese  in  the  summer. 
This  affords  the  onl^  available  head- 
quarters for  excursions  in  this  part 
of  the  Graian  Alps. 

The  Leoanna,  seen  on  the  left  as  the 
traveller  ascends  the  valley,  is  a  very 
erand  mountain,  but  the  height  has 
been  exaggerated,  being  probably 
about  12,000  fL  Three  of  the  peaks, 
near  together,  bear  the  name  of  the 
IVois  Bec8.  The  valley  widens  near 
(30  min.)  the  few  and  scattered  houses 
of  Geresol,  the  highest  of  its  villaffes, 
about  1  hr.  above  the  Scalare.  It  nas 
a  miserable  Inn, 

To  shorten  the  next  day's  journey, 
some  travellers  may  think  it  better  to 
ascend  the  valley  yet  higher  up  to 

The  C/uilets  of  C/tapis,  and,  if  mules 
are  required,  to  engage  them  at 
Ceresol  to  come  up  the  following 
morning  to  Chapis  early  enough  to 
insure  arrival,  in  good  time,  at  Yille- 
neuve,  in  the  Yal  d*Aosta,  10  hrs. 
walk,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 
Fatigae  only,  however,  is  spared — ^no 
.time  is  gained  by  riding. 


Time  fast  walking  across  the  pass  :— 

H.V. 

From  Chapit  to  the  BommU     .  2  10 

M    Croix  d'Arolette  ...  1  45 

M    Poiit 0  40 

M    Gioax 2    0 

M    Yilleneuve 3  36 

[From  Cereaol^  the  extraordinary 
pass  of  the  Galeae,  leading  from  the 
head  of  the  Val  d*Orco  to  Tignes,  in 
the  upper  valley  of  the  Is^re  (Bte. 
156),  is  first  seen,  above  a  per- 
pendicular streak  of  snow,  called  the 
Grand  Coluret,  which  must  be  climbed 
to  cross  the  ridge  of  glaciers  which 
surmounts  it. 

Above  the  hamlet  of  Chapis  (where 
the  only  night  quarters  are  a  hay- 
loft) the  path  of  the  Nivolet  separates 
from  that  of  the  Galese,  which  at 
first  ascends  a  steep  gully,  and  then 
crosses  pastures  to 

The  Chalets  of  Seme :  here  milk 
and  cheese  may  be  had.  Beyond 
Senu  the  scene  perhaps  surpasses  in 
sterility  and  savageness  any  other  in 
the  Alps.  A  narrow  path  leads  along 
the  steep  slope  until  it  stops  abruptly 
at  a  guOy  in  the  mountain  called  the 
Little  Coluret.  To  ascend  above  this 
it  is  necessary  to  climb  along  the 
face  of  a  precipice  overhanging,  at  a 
mat  height,  a  lake  at  the  head  of 
we  valley.  Having  climbed  round 
it,  the  plain  of  Belotta  is  attained. 
This  plain  is  tne  bed  of  an  ancient 
lake,  now  filled  with  an  enormous 
glacier,  which  streams  down  from 
the  left.  This  glacier  must  be  crossed 
by  a  very  steep  ascent  over  ice;  above 
it  is  reached  the  gully  of  the  (^rand 
Coluret,  rising  at  least  1500  ft  above 
the  glacier.  This  is  an  extremely 
steep  channel  or  couloir^  partly  filled 
with  snow,  and  enclosed  between 
precipitous  rocks.  Having  climbed 
up  close  to  the  rocks,  on  tLe  right 
side,  it  is  at  last  neoessarv  to  cross 
the  snow  itself  that  lies  in  the  hollow « 
this  is  not  dangerous  to  a  steady 
head,  but  a  slip  would  precipitate  the 
unlucky  traveller  at  least  2000  ft 
Cn  the  other  side  the  footing  is  firm, 
and  he  will  soon  reach  the  gflaoier  on 
the  summit  of  the  Col  d$  Qateut  i^out 
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10,000  ft.  abore  the  level  of  the 
sea,  where  one  of  the  most  glorious 
views  in  the  Alps  rewards  him:  he 
looks  out  over  the  head  of  the  Val 
Isdre,  upon  Laval  and  Tignes. 
To  this  valley  the  descent  on  the 
side  of  the  Tarentaise  is  not  difficult. 
It  lies  over  snow  till  the  upper  pas- 
tures are  reached.  In  about  1  hr.  the 
path  enters  a  gorge,  and  becomes  ex- 
ceedingly narrow.  Emerging  from 
this,  the  first  chfilets,  S.  Charles,  ap- 
pear. From  these  an  easy  descent 
over  meadows  to  Fomel«  about  40  min. 
from  Laval  rRte.  156).  About  9  hrs. 
firom  Ceresol  to  Tignes. 

In  descending  tne  Col  de  Galese 
towards  Ceresol  there  is  less  difficulty 
than  in  the  ascent,  though  it  seems 
worse,for  the  feet  sink  deep  and  firmly 
in  the  loose  soil  of  both  the  Colurets. 
The  Little  Colnret  can  be  safely  de- 
scended, though,  from  the  looseness 
of  the  soil,  the  ascent  by  it  is  nearly 
impracticable. 

The  traveller  to  the  YtA.  d'Aosta, 
who  has  given  a  day  to  Ike  Col  de 
Galese,  may  sleep  at  the  chalets  of 
Seme,  and  from  thence  reach  the 
Croix  de  Nivolet,  without  redescend- 
ing  to  Chapis.  There  is  another  diffi- 
cmt  pass  leading  from  Chapis  to 
Bonneval,  in  the  vaMey  of  the  Arc, 
by  the  Col  de  Carro,  Ascending  S.W. 
by  the  chalets  of  Cemera,  the  track 
crosses  the  Oreo  near  its  source. 
The  ascent  continues  across  a  glacier 
which  lies  on  the  N.  side  of  the  col. 
This  is  much  broken  up  by  crevasses, 
requiring  caution  and  an  experienced 
guide,  in  1  hr.  after  reaching  the 
glacier,  the  summit  of  the  col,  about 
10,000  ft.  in  height,  is  attained.  In 
the  descent,  which  is  steep  but  not 
difficult,  the  source  of  the  Arc  is 
passed,  and  below  it  the  hamlet  of 
Eeot.  Before  reaching  Bonneval  (5^ 
hrs.  from  Chapis)  the  traveller  passes 
an  extraordinary  scene  of  desolation 
called  Ctapier  de  la  Tralenta.  It  is 
said  that  the  ancient  site  of  Bonneval 
18  here  buried  by  the  fall  of  a  vast 
mass  of  mountain.] 

To  go  firom  Cbapis  to  the  Yal  Sa- 
varanche  it  is  not  necessary  to  pass 
by  Seme.     Before  the  abrupt  ascent 


to  the  Alp  of  Serue  commences,  a 
torrent  is  seen  descending  from  the 
right.  Up  the  left  bank  of  this  tor- 
rent a  difficult  zigzag  path  ascends 
and  at  the  end  of  1^  hr.  leads  to  some 
chalets  even  higher  than  those  of 
Serue.  The  views  of  the  vast  rang^e 
of  the  Levanna  are  of  the  most 
sublime  character.  Above  these  cha- 
lets the  path  is  a  series  of  flights 
of  steps  rudely  cut  in  the  rock.  Be- 
yond this  a  scene  of  utter  steri- 
lity is  presented:  numerous  Alpine 
lakes  or  tarns  are  seen,  but  no  pros- 
pect of  escape,  no  path  from  this  eul 
de  sac  seems  to  offer  itself;  yet  in  the 
most  improbable  of  all  directions 
there  is  one,  which  actually  lies  up 
and  over  the  rugged  and  pinnacled 
crest  of  the  boundary  to  the  left, 
offering  a  path  more  difficult  than 
that  of  the  Gremmi,  without  the  pro- 
tection of  its  parapets.  The  summit 
attained,  the  scene  around,  viewed 
from  this  crest,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Col  di  la  Croix  de  Nivolet,  is 
one  without  parallel  in  the  Alps  for 
the  wild  peculiarities  observed  on 
looking  back  into  the  savage  valley 
just  left.  In  it  many  lakes  ap^ar, 
and  the  brow  above  the  last  chalets 
cuts  abruptly  against  the  deep  haze 
of  the  val  d'Orco,  which  is  sur- 
mounted by  the  Levanna. 

On  looking  on  the  other  side  of  t3ie 
col  into  the  Plan  de  Nivolet,  which  is 
the  head  of  the  valley  of  Savaranche, 
many  lakes  are  also  seen  at  the  foot  of 
the  glaciers  of  the  Nivolet,  and  directly 
across  the  bead  of  the  Plan  de  Nivolet 
is  seen  the  Col  de  Hoaset,  leading  into 
the  Val  de  Rhemes,  and  so,  by  a 
somewhat  longer  route,  to  V illeneure. 
The  descent  towards  the  Plan  de 
Nivolet  is  much  easier  than  towards 
the  Val  d'Orca  ;  and  having  atuined 
the  banks  of  the  lakes,  a  nearly  level 
path  leads  through  the  fine  pasturages 
at  the  head  of  the  Plan  de  Nivolet ; 
yet  not  a  tree  or  shrub  grows  here, 
and  the  plain  is  exposed  to  fearf^ 
storms  in  winter. 

In  about  an  hour  from  the  lakes 
the  ch&lets  of  this  plain  are  reached. 
The  want  of  other  ftiel  than  dried 
cow-dung  gives  a   filthy   aspect   to 
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these  chalets.  Below  them  the  g^und 
of  the  plain  becomes  bogey,  and 
broken  up  into  thousands  oi  knolls. 
At  the  end  of  another  hour  these 
are  left,  to  descend  by  a  path  lying 
over  bare  and  smooth  ffranite,  like 
that  on  the  route  of  the  Grimsel, 
above  Handek.  After  a  consider- 
able descent  the  traveller  suddenly 
finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  vast 
precipice,  and  overlooking  the  vil- 
lage of  Font,  in  the  deep  valley, 
a  thousand  feet  below  him.  Here, 
on  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  a  cross  is 
placed,  which  is  seen  from  below ; 
the  spot  is  called  the  Croix  d*Aro- 
letta.  From  it,  one  of  those  sublime 
scenes  which  occasionally  bursts  upon 
the  traveller  in  the  Alps  opens  upon 
him.  The  three  vast  peaks  of  the 
Grand  Paradis,  breaking  through 
their  enormous  vestment  of  glaciers, 
rise  before  him ;  and  on  the  rt.,  a 
black  mountain,  that  overhangs  the 
path  by  which  he  must  descend  to 
Pont,  Down  these  precipices  he  must 
wind  for  more  than  an  hour  to  reach 
this  village,  the  highest  in  the  Yal 
Savaranche,  passing  on  his  descent  a 
magnificent  cataract. 

But  here  the  striking  and  peculiar 
scenery  of  this  pass  ends  ;  the  valley 
below  Pont  is  narrow,  and  with  very 
little  cultivation  at  the  bottom.  On 
the  1.  a  path  leads  over  the  mountain 
of  Causelles  to  the  Val  de  Rhymes  ; 
and  another  on  the  rt.  crosses  to  the 
Val  de  Cogne,  by  the  Col  de  la  Combe 
de  Cogne.  Near  where  the  path  to  it 
quits  the  valley  is  the  village  of  Bien, 
where  a  wealtny  peasant  will  accom- 
modate travellers;  two  good  chasseurs 
and  guides  live  here. 

Oiouxt  or  Val  Savaranche,  is  the 
principal  village  in  the  valley,  and 
here  refreshment  may  be  obtained; 
but  the  sleeping  quarters  are  bad. 
The  curS  will,  however,  receive  tra- 
vellers. Travellers  who  may  vary 
the  route  by  crossing  the  ridge  be- 
tween this  and  the  Yal  de  Rhdmcs 
may  also  find  lodging  at  the  cur^s 
house  at  the  village  of  Notre  Dame 
de  Rhemes. 

There  are  many  little  communes 
IB  this  valley.    Near  to  one  of  these,  i 


Pesai,  an  avalanche  fell  in  1832  ;  it 
destroyed  some  oows,  and  three  men 
perished.  Crosses  mark  the  spot 
where  their  bodies  were  found. 

Before  reaching  Gioux  there  is  a 
picturesque  spot  m  the  valley,  where 
two  villages  are  perched  opposite  each 
other,  Tignietti  and  Crettom  ;  and 
here  the  mountains  are  seen  which 
bound  the  valley  of  Aosta  on  the  side 
opposite  to  the  Y  al  Savaranche. 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  the 
path  continues  at  a  vast  height  above 
the  course  of  the  river  bank,  on  its 
rt  ;  as  it  approaches  the  Yal  d' Aosta, 
a  magnificent  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
towering  over  all  the  intermediate 
mountams,  opens  to  the  traveller. 
Here  the  Val  de  Rhemes  joins  the 
Yal  Savaranche,  and  both  enter  the 
valley  of  Aosta.  The  end  of  the  Yal 
de  Rhdmes  appears  like  a  table  land 
on  the  mountain  side,  studded  with 
villages,  rich  in  meadows  and  vines, 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 

From  this  elevation  the  descent  to 
Villeneune  is  rapid,  fatiguing,  and 
difficult ;  and  the  journey  from  Chapis 
to  the  Yal  d* Aosta  (Rte.  134)  will  be 
found  to  be  quite  enough  for  one  day. 
At  Yilleneuve  there  is  neither  decent 
inn  nor  car,  so  you  may  be  prepared 
to  continue  on  for  1  hr.  40  m.  to 

Aosta  (Rte.  134). 


ROUTE  148. 

AOSTA  TO  DODBO  BT.  MAURICE,  IN  THE 
TARENTAISE,  BY  THE  yAL  ORISANCHE 
AND  THE  OOL  DU  MONT, 

Aoeia  (Rte.  134> 

/9ro£fne(Rte.  134)  3  hrs.from  Aosta. 
Hence  to  Bourg  is  about  13  hrs. 

The  entrance  to  the  Val  Grisanche 
by  the  torrent  which  flows  into  the 
Y  al  d* Aosta  is  utterly  impracticable. 
It  is  necessary  to  cross  the  torrent  by 
the  new  bridge,  and  immediately  be- 
hind the  little  dirty  town  of  Ivrogne 
to  pass  a  mill,  and  ascend  through 
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orchards  and  meadows  that  appear  to 
lead  away  from  the  Grisancne.  At 
the  head  of  these  the  path  arrives 
abruptly  below  some  rocks  ;  thence 
turning  and  ascending  along  their 
bases,  the  traveller  shortly  finds  him- 
self in  the  path  which  is  carried  high 
above  the  1.  bank  of  the  Grisanche, 
and  which  leads  up  the  valley. 

The  scenery  here  is  of  a  strik- 
ing character.  The  river  roars  so 
deep  in  the  gorge  as  scarcely  to  be 
heard ;  and  the  rocks  which  bound  its 
course  are  so  nearly  perpendicular, 
that  the  tops  of  lofty  and  enormous 
pines,  rooted  in  the  rifts  below,  can 
almost  be  touched  by  the  hand  of  the 
traveller  in  passing  above  them. 
Overhanging  tne  path,  the  mountains 
so  close  in,  that  the  light  of  day  does 
not  half  iUun^inate  this  deep  and  sa- 
vage defile.  On  a  sort  of  terrace,  on 
the  opposite  banks,  the  ruins  of  a  i 
feudal  castle  are  seen  frowning  over 
the  black  ravine,  and  fitted  for  tales  i 
of  romance.  From  it,  the  view  into 
the  valley  of  Aosta  must  be  beautiful, 
but  what  access  there  is  to  these  ruins 
cannot  be  traced,  or  even  imagined, 
from  the  opposite  bank,  though  this 
is  so  high  above  the  torrent,  that  the 
path  seldom  approaches  it  nearer  than 
200  ft 

This  narrow  defile  continues  during 
an  ascent  of  more  than  2  hrs.  Some- 
times the  path  is  carried  on  ter- 
races, rudely  formed  of  loose  stones 
placed  across  rifts  in  the  precipices; 
m  others,  the  buttresses  or  rock  are 
cut  away  to  make  the  road  high  and 
wide  enough  to  pass. 

At  length,  at  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  defile,  the  valley  opens  at  the 
village  of  Ser»,  a  place  which  fur- 
nishes only  the  most  mtserable  accom- 
modation. The  passage  up  the  Gri- 
sanche to  Seris  is  all  in  the  valley  really 
worth  a  visit  from  the  Val  d' Aosta, 
and  it  well  deserves  from  the  tourist 
in  that  valley  an  examination  as  lar  as 
Seris.  [From  Seris  a  second  pas» 
called  the  Ool  du  Lac  leads  to  the 
village  of  Ste.  Foi  (see  below).  It 
lies  &rther  N.  than  tne  Col  du  Mont, 
passing  near  the  summit  a  small  lake 
and  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Grat. 


The  distance  is  about  the  same^but 
the  path  is  rougher  and  less  fre- 
quented.] 

The  sterility  of  the  Val  de  Gri- 
sanche above  Seris  is  striking  ;  it  is 
rugged,  and  strewn  with  enormous 
blocks  which  have  been  detached  from 
the  mountains,  from  whence  still  im- 
pending masses  threaten  the  passing- 
traveller,  and  numerous  crosses  recora 
the  frequency  of  fatal  accidents.  Deep 
rifts  in  the  sides  of  the  precipices  are 
channels  to  cataracts  that  pour  their 
white  foam  from  the  dark  recesses  ;  in 
some  places  the  black  precipitous 
slopes  of  the  mountain  are  always  wet 
and  herbless,  and  reeking  as  if  from 
some  recent  avalanche. 

For  more  than  two  hours  up  the 
valley  from  Seris,  the  same  character 
of  scenery  prevails  ;  some  miserable 
hovels  and  a  few  fields  of  stunted 
barley  are  found  in  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  ;  on  its  sides  there  is  only  the 
dark  precipice  or  black  forest  of 
pines.  The  head  of  the  valley  is 
Dounded  by  the  immense  glaciers  of 
Clou. 

From  the  head  of  the  valley  there 
is  a  pass — the  Col  da  Clou — by  which 
the  traveller  may  reach  La  Tuile  de 
Ste.  Foi  or  Tignes.  It  is  high  and 
steep,  with  considerable  slopes  of 
snow,  but  not  difficult  for  a  moun- 
taineer. 

At  Fornel,  the  highest  village  in 
the  valley,  the  route  to  the  Col  du 
Mont  leaves  the  Val  Grisanche, 
ascends  a  steep  path  on  the  right  by 
a  torrent,  ana  reaches  some  chalets 
on  a  small  but  fine  pasturage.  Above 
these  the  path  skirts  the  brink  of  pre- 
cipices over  a  deep  goi^,  and  enters 
a  basin  in  the  mountains  filled  with 
rocks  and  stones  brought  down  from 
the  surrounding  mountains,  the  sum- 
mits of  which  are  crested  with  glaciers. 
The  ascent  is  very  steep  for  nearly  2 
hrs.  up  a  trackless  loose  path,  and  up 
&tiguing  slopes  of  snow,  steep,  and 
many  hundreds  of  feet  across.  From 
the  Cbl,  which  lies  immediately  N. 
of  the  peak  of  the  Ormelune,  10,828 
fL,  the  scene  is  very  fine,  not  onlv 
of  the  deep  valley  of  stones  towards 
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Piedmont;  but  also  towards  Savoy, 
where  nature  presents  a  gentler  aspect 
in  the  mountains  which  bound  the  Val 
Is^re ;  for  the  Col  is  so  narrow  that 
both  can  be  seen  from  the  summit. 

The  Coi  da  Mont  was  the  scene  of 
some  desperate  conflicts  during  the 
wars  of  tne  Revolution  between  the 
French  and  the  Fiedmontese.  Gene- 
ral Moulins,  who  commanded  the 
former,  after  many  efforts  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  position  by  advancing 
during  a  snow-storm,  when  such  as- 
sailants were  not  expected,  and  re- 
tained it  in  spite  of  not  less  than  ten 
efforts  to  repossess  iu  The  height  of 
the  Col,  from  the  absence  of  all  vege- 
tation, must  exceed  8500  ft. 

After  passing  down  a  steep  path, 
leaving  on  the  1.  black  precipices — the 
haunts  of  the  chamois — the  beautiful 
pasturages  belonging  to  the  commune 
of  St.  Pol  appear  in  a  deep  basin, 
bounded  below  by  a  forest.  In  less 
than  2  hrs.  the  highest  chalets  in  this 
basin  are  reached,  and  in  another 
hour  the  ch&lets  of  Bonnet,  where  the 
track  from  the  Col  du  Lac  (see  above) 
falls  in  on  the  rt.  [From  these  chalets 
a  path  turning  nearly  due  N.  leads  in 
3  hrs.  to  the  Col  de  Tioqm,  or  Coi  de  la 
Lys  Blanche,  over  which  lies  a  difficult 
pass  to  La  Tuile,  on  the  road  of  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  (Rte.  149).  The 
descent  lies  over  a  portion  of  the  great 

S'acier  of  Ruitor.j  Beyond  Bonnet 
e  road  winds  steeply  down  through  a 
forest,  and  at  lengtn  emerges  to  cross 
a  torrent  and  enter  the  vil&ge  of  Mu- 
raille,  where  another  bridge  over  a 
deep  ravine  leads  to  the  hamlet  of 
Mazure  ;  thence  traversing  a  brow 
on  the  mountain  side,  the  road  de- 
scends to  the 

Village  of  Ste.  Foi  in  the  Vol  Is^re, 
The  approach  to  it  is  strikingly  6ne, 
for  one  of  the  most  beautiful  moun- 
tains in  the  Alps,  bounds  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Val  Is^re.  From  its  base 
in  the  torrent,  far  below  the  terrace 
where  Ste.  Foi  stands,  to  its  summit, 
which  is  peaked  with  a  triangular 
nyramid  of  snow,  the  entire  hei^t  of 
this  stupendous  mountain  is  seen.  At 
Za  Tuile  de  Ste,  Foi,  a  village  2  m.  S.  of  I 
Ste.  Foi,  lives  Fran9ois  Kuet,  an  excel-  I 


lent  guide  and  sportsman,  who  will 
acconunodate  travellers.  Chamois  are 
not  scarce,  pheasants  and  ptarmigan 
abound,  and  Dears  have  been  known. 
There  are  excellent  trout  in  the  Lac 
de  Tignes. 

From  Ste.  Foi  the  descent  by  a  paved 
road  is  very  steep  to  the  banks  of  the 
Isdre.  Before  reaching  the  river  a 
torrent  is  crossed,  which  forms,  a  little 
way  up  the  vaUey,  a  fine  cataract  It 
is  difficult  to  get  a  view  of  it.  This  is 
the  stream  which  from  above  descends 
between  the  villages  of  Massure  and 
Muraille. 

From  the  bridge  the  path  lies  across 
meadows  for  some  way,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Is^re.  Soon  after  rising, 
it  leads  to  the  village  of  Scez,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard.  [From 
Scez  to  Chapiu  (Rte.  139)  is  a  walk  of 
3f  hrs.  np  the  narrow  valley  of  the 
Versoie,  passing  Bonneval,where  there 
is  a  small  InnJJ  From  Soez  you  cross 
cultivated  gpround,  to  a  bridge  thrown 
over  the  torrent  of  the  Reclus.  Here 
there  is  abundant  evidence  of  the 
destructive  character  of  the  torrent 
after  storms,  in  the  sand,  rocks,  and 
stones  which  mark  its  course  at  such 
times.  Soon  after  the  road  passes  by 
some  coarse  woollen  cloth-works,  and 
some  forges  for  making  small  iron 
ware.  Then  across  the  winter  bed  of 
the  furious  Versoie,  which  descends 
from  Bonneval,  and  below  an  old 
round  tower  belonging  to  the  village 
of  Ch&telard.  From  this  place  the 
road  to  St.  Maurice  is  wide  and  ex- 
cellent, and  ere  long  it  is  to  be  hoped 
a  road  of  the  same  width  and  excel- 
lence will  lead  from  this  valley  to  the 
Val  d'Aosta  by  the  pass  of  the  Little 
St  Bernard* 

Bourg  St.  Maurice,  Inn:  H.  des 
Voyageurs,  comfortable,  rather  dear. 
Aosta  to  Lanalebourg.  Travellers 
bound  for  the  upper  vaUey  of  the  Is^re 
(Rte.  156)  should  not  take  the  rt. 
branch  of  the  valley,  which  leads  over 
the  Col  du  Mont,  but  continue  from 
Fomel  to  the  head  of  the  main  valley, 
and  the  Coldu  Clou,  descending  through 
very  fine  scenery  to  Ti^es  (Rte.  16tf), 
It  is  a  very  long  day's  journey. 

X3  ^    , 
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roan  beneath.  The  path  now  goes 
along  the  L  bank  of  the  stream 
throngh  fine  woods,  continually  a»- 
oendine  and  descending  till  the  vil- 
lage of  La  Balme  is  reached  (1  hr. 
10  min.  from  Pr^  St  Didier).  Here  the 
road  crosses  to  the  rt  bank  and  winda 
steeply  upon  the  mountain  side  at  a 
great  height  abore  the  bed  of  the  tor- 
rent; It  mnng  impracticable  in  the 
depth  of  the  valley,  which  is  here  a 
ravine,  toform  a  road.  There  are  occa- 
sional peeps  offered  of  the  river,  and 
there  is  one  of  narticnlar  interest — it 
is  where  the  avaJancfaes  which  descend 
from  the  Cramont  foD  into  the  ravine, 
sometimes  in  such  quantity  that  the 
snow  remains,  under  the  shadow  of 
the  mountain,  unmelted  for  the  year. 
This  is  the  spot,  in  the  opinion  of 
those  who  have  most  carenilly  ex- 
amined into  the  subject,  where  Han- 
nilMil  and  his  army,  in  their  descent 
from  the  Alps,  found  the  way,  by 
which  they  could  have  descended 
into  the  valley,  destroyed.  The  road 
formerly  lay  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
river.  Since  1800,  the  present  road, 
to  avoid  this  liability,  has  been  made 
on  the  other  side,  high  above  all  risk 
from  such  an  accident. 

About  i  hr.  from  La  Balme  the 
road  returns  to  the  L  bank,  and  soon 
after  the  ravine  is  left  the  village  of 
La  Tkiiie  {Irm  small)  is  reached,  and 
the  glaciers  of  Ruitor  open  upon  the 
traveller. 

[A  short  way  above  La  TuiUe  the 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  the  Ruitor 
may  be  crossed,  and  a  path  taken  to 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Aosta,  by 
some  beautiful  pasturages,  and  through 
a  forest  that  overhangs  the  precipices 
above  St  Didier,  whence  the  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  is  inferior  only  to  that 
from  the  Cramont  After  crossing 
the  Camp  of  Prince  Thomat,  the  path 
descends  down  the  steep  mountain 
side  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Doire.  It 
is  nearly  in  this  course  that  the  Sar- 
dinian government  contejnplates  the 
formation  of  a  good  road  over  the 
Little  St  Bernard,  to  connect  the 
Pays  d' Aosta  with  the  Tarentaise.] 

The  road  to  the  Little  St  Bernard 
tains  sharp  to  the  rt  at  the  bridge 
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Br  THE  LITTLE  ST.  BERNABI^— TUE 
BELVEDERE. 

B.  X. 
OounuAyciir. 

PiiSutHdlw    ....  1    0 

I^TttUU 1  4S 

Caattne SO 

Hoeplce 1  15 

CkttUne 0  30 

Sufleraala J  10 

Soeft 10 

Booig      • 0  40 

f  20 

The  charge  for  a  mule  over  the 
pass,  12  frs.,  and  for  muleteer  12  frs. 
•—total,  24  fr. 

This  is  one  of  the  easiest  passes 
over  the  Alps,  and  probably  one  of 
the  most  ancient  These  and  other 
reasons  render  it  probable  that  Han- 
nibal made  his  famous  passage  into 
Itidy  by  it. 

The  nath  is  throughout  broad 
enough  for  the  country-carts,  and  is 
Grossed  by  ladies.  A  regular  high- 
road is  in  process  of  construction, 
and  was  opened  from  the  Hospice  to 
Bourg  St.  Maurice,  1 8t>3.  Unless  the 
snow  should  be  deep  there  is  no 
occasion  whatever  for  a  guide. 

There  is  a  carriage-road  from  Coui^ 
mayeui^  (Rte.  134)  to  Pr^  St  Didier 
(carriaffe  4  fr.),  and  a  short  cut  for 
pedestrians  by  the  rt  bank  of  the 
stream. 

The  road  to  the  Little  St  Bernard 
begins  to  ascend  immediately  behind 
P]^  St  Didier  by  a  series  of  steep 
zigsags,  presenting  new  and  striking 
scenes  of  the  valley  below,  and  of  Mont 
Blanc  On  reaching  the  level  ground 
above,  that  overhangs  the  deep  rift 
in  the  mountain  through  whion  the 
branch  of  the  Doire  from  La  Tnille 
bursts  through  into  the  plain  of  St 
Didier,  the  scene  is  fine.  It  borders 
a  pine  forest,  of  which  some  vast  old 
trunks  hang  over  the  precipices,  and 
help  to  oom^  the  deep  torrent  which 
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of  La  Tuille,  asoenda  rapidly  to 
Pont  SerrcaU — the  last  village — and 
after  crossing  a  very  deep  ravine  over  a 
wooden  bridge,  and  passing  the  village, 
becomes  more  steep,  but  presents 
little  interest  except  to  the  geolo- 
gist At  the  top  of  the  steep  ascent  is 
the  C'tnime,  where  refreshments  can  be 
obtained,  and  the  road  then  enters 
on  a  fine  pasturage  on  a  plain  about 
a  leaeue  long  and  ^  a  league  wide, 
bounded  on  the  L  by  the  Belvedere 
and  the  Vallaisan,  and  on  the  rt.  by 
the  Belie-face,  at  the  foot  of  which 
mountain  lies  a  little  lake— the  Vemai, 
which  is  left  in  its  deep  basin  on  the 
rt.  After  passing  the  ruins  of  some 
defences  thrown  up  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  when  France  and 
Sardinia  struggled  for  possession  of 
these  summits,  the  road  passes  the 
highest  point,  and  the  traveller  sees 
before  him,  at  the  opposite  extremity 
of  the  plain,  the  hospice  rebuilt. 

On  the  plain,  however,  there  are 
objects  of  high  antiquity.  A  circle  of 
stones  on  the  highest  point  of  the  plain 
bears  still  the  name  of  the  Cirque 
d*Annibal^  The  stones  are  rude 
masses,  varying  in  size,  none  very 
large ;  they  are  about  10  ft  apart,  and 
the  circle  measures  nearly  260  yds. 
round.  The  tradition  is,  that  Hanni- 
bal here  held  a  council  of  war.  That 
he  stayed  on  the  summit  of  the  Alps, 
and  waited  for  his  stragglers,  is  an 
historical  fact ;  and,  independent  of 
other  and  abundant  evidence,  no  plain 
on  the  summit  of  any  other  of  the 
Alpine  passes  is  so  well  adapted  for 
the  encampment  of  his  army  as  this. 

Near  to  the  circle  there  is  a  column 
standing,  the  Colonne  de  Joux^  sup- 
posed to  be  of  Celtic  origin.  It  is 
nearly  20  ft  high,  and  3  ft  in  diameter. 
It  is  composed  of  Cipollino,  a  variety 
of  marble  which  abounds  in  the  Cra- 
mont  The  frontier  line  of  France 
and  Italy  passes  along  the  crest  of  the 
pass.  About  1^  m.  uom  the  Colonne 
de  Jonx  is  the 

ffospice,  situated  at  the  S.W.  ex- 
tremity of  the  plain,  close  to  a  little 
lake. 

The  Hospice  was  founded  by  St 
Bernard,  bat  nothing  of  its  history  is 


preserved.  The  Great  St  Bernard 
has  absorbed  all  the  interest,  though, 
if  the  veil  of  the  obscure  history  of 
the  Little  St  Bernard  could  be  re- 
moved, it  would  perhaps  surpass  in 
early  importance  that  of  its  great 
rival ;  for  Celtic  remains  still  exist 
there,  and  the  foundations  of  a  temple 
constructed  of  Boman  brick  are  traced 
on  the  col,  near  the  column.  The 
present  Hospice  belongs  to  the  Mili- 
tary and  Religious  Order  of  St.  Mau- 
rice et  St  La^re.  In  one  part  of  the 
building  resides  an  ecclesiastic,  who 
fhmishes  gratuitous  hospitality  to 
needy  travellers;  and  the  other  part 
of  the  building  was  in  1859  converted 
into  a  tolerabh'  comfortable  Itw  (with 
a  very  civil  landlord),  where  those 
who  can  afibrd  to  pay  are  lodged. 
This  would  form  excellent  head-quar- 
ters for  excursions  to  the  Belvedere, 
&c.    One  or  2  dogs  are  kept  here. 

[From  the  hospice  it  is  easy  to 
reach  the  adjoining  peaks  of  the  Vol- 
laiscm,  or  the  Belvedere,  The  former 
is  reached  in  1  hr.;  the  latter,  more 
difficult,  but  commanding  a  finer  view, 
in  1  hr.  40  min.  Mont  Blanc,  which 
is  not  seen  from  the  Col  of  the  LitUe 
St  Bernard,  is  from  either  summit  a 
magnificent  object  The  view  is  of 
great  extent,  commanding  the  moun- 
tains far  S.  of  the  Tarentaise,  and 
looking  down  upon  enormous  glaciers 
streaming  into  the  valleys  £.  of  the 
Belvedere;  but  the  views  are  inferior 
to  those  discovered  from  the  Cra- 
mont] 

J  Travellers  bound  to  the  upper 
ey  of  the  Is^re  may  shorten  the 
way  to  Ste.  Foi  (Rte.  148)  by  ascend- 
ing, nearly  due  S.  from  the  hospice, 
the  ridge  of  the  Traversette,  to  which 
cannon  were  transported  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  The  descent  to 
Ste.  Foi  is  rather  steep,  but  this  path 
saves  nearly  2  hrs.] 

The  descent  to  Bourg  St  Mau- 
rice begins  immediately  from  the 
Hospice.  At  the  Cantme  refresh- 
ments can  be  obtained;  the  road  soon 
after  takes  to  the  rt  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  continues  over  pasturages 
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resembling  tbote  of  th^  Col  de  Balme, 
till  it  descends  steeply  to  the  village 
of  St,  Germain  (^Inn  very  poor). 

Thenoe,  following  the  old  mule- 
path,  a  steep  set  of  zigzags  lead  down 
to  a  bridge  over  the  torrent  called  La 
Recluse,  which  U  overhung  at  the  point 
of  passage  by  an  enormous  bank  of 
gypsum,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
£(H)h«  Blanche,  In  situation  it  per- 
fectly agrees  with  Folybius'  account, 
in  the  passage  of  Hannibal,  of  such  a 
rook,  and  the  events  which  occurred 
there.  This  U  one  of  the  chief  points 
of  evidence,  and,  taken  with  the 
others,  famish  a  mass  which  must 
force  conviction  on  the  minds  of  un- 
prejudiced inquirers — that  by  this  pass 
of  the  Alps  Hannibal  entered  Italy. 
General  Melville,  in  his  examination, 
the  basis  of  De  Luc's  treatise ;  Wick- 
ham  and  Cramer  from  their  research- 
es; and  Brockedon  from  his  repeated 
visits;  nearly  all  travellers  in  the  Alps, 
who  have  examined  the  other  passes 
in  reference  to  this  question,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  on  this 
line  only  can  the  narrative  of  Foly- 
bius, the  only  worthy  authority  upon 
the  question,  DC  borne  out. 

Following  the  mule-path  or  the 
long  zigzags  of  the  new  high-road, 
the  traveller  reaches  the  village  of 

Scez,    2  m.  farther  is 

Bourg  8t,  Maurice  (^frm:  H.  des 
Yoyageurs).  Mules  and  side-saddles 
are  to  found  here;  8  fr.  to  the  Col, 
15  to  Courmayeur.  A  poor  village, 
rather  prettily  situated  at  the  junc- 
tion of  several  vaUeys.  Diligences  at 
very  inconvenient  hours  to  Moutiers, 
ana  thence  to  Albertville  and  Cham- 
b^y  fily.  Stats.  (Bte.  156). 


ROUTE  160. 

BALLEVCHSS    TO  L*r6pITAL    OOKFLAITS 
(albertville),  BT  UOUTE. 

9}  leagues--9  hrs.  steady  walking^. 

From  Sallenchea  (Rte.  138}  a  new 
route  is  being  constructed,  which  will 
one  day  open  a  char  or  carriage  com- 
munication between  the  valley  of  the 
Arve  and  that  of  the  Isdre,  in  the 
Tarentaise.  It  is  still  incomplete 
between  Flumet  and  Unne. 

The  road  which  hasl>een  made  or 
improved  to  Meg^ve  rises  directly 
up  tho  steep  side  of  one  of  the  slopea 
or  Mont  Foron  to  the  village  of 
CombhUf  about  an  hour's  ascent. 
Its  gay  spire  is  seen  from  the  road  to 
Chamouni,  near  Fassy,  and  also  from 
the  valley  of  Maglans  in  approaching 
to  it  From  each  zigzag  in  the 
ascent  to  Comblou  there  is  a  most 
beautiful  pron>ect,  well  worthy  the 
traveller's  walk  from  Sallenches  or 
St  Martin's.  It  commands  the  valley 
of  Maglans  on  one  side,  and  the 
Varens  and  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Arve  on  the  other.  The  Aiguilles  de 
Varens  rise  in  great  grandeur  directly 
in  front  of  the  spectator ;  and  on  the 
rt  of  the  upper  Arve,  all  the  peaks 
and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  its 
extreme  summit,  are  as  distinctly 
seen  as  in  a  modeL  Few  spots  for 
such  prospects  can  vie  with  the  vil- 
lage of  Comblou. 

A  little  beyond  Comblou  4he  high- 
est part  of  the  road  is  passed.  Thence 
the  distance  is  a  league,  over  a  road 
nearly  level,  to  Megeve  {Irm:  Soleil 
d'Or).  From  Megdve  a  road  leads 
over  the  Fas  Sion,  a  col  which  divides 
the  valley  of  Haute  Luce  from  the 
valley  of  the  Arly,  by  the  shortest 
course  to  Beaufort 

[Megdve  is  the  place  from  whence 
the  Moni  Joli  may  be  most  easily 
ascended  (5  hrs.  walk  going  and  i«- 
tuming).  The  summit  (8G70  ft.)  is 
the  finest  point  .of  view  on  the  W. 
side  of  Mont  Blanc  It  may  also  be 
reached  from  Sallenches,  St  Gervais, 
or  Contamines.  There  is  a  footpath 
to  St.  Gervais,  commanding  splendid 
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Tiews  all  the  way,  which  turns  off 
from  the  road  to  Gomblou  about  ^  a 
mile  from  Meeeve.! 

From  Meglve  the  road  to  Ugine 
descends  the  valley  of  the  Arly  in 

2  hrs.  to  Flumet,  a  little  town  of 
Upper  Faucigny,  containing  about 
1000  Inhab.,  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Flon  and  the  Arly.  On  a  rock  are 
the  ruins  of  a  castle,  in  which  the  first 
baron  of  Faucign j  resided. 

Beyond  Flumet  the  road  is  only 
practicable  for  mules:  it  is  exces- 
sively hilly  and  wild.  The  yalley  of 
the  Arly  is  a  gorge,  deeply  seated, 
and  bears  the  name  of  the  Combe  of 
Savoie.  In  2  hrs.  from  Flumet  it  leads 
to  fferi  {Inn:  Entree  des  Voyageurs), 
a  village  beautifully  situated,  sur- 
rounded by  high  mountains  covered 
with  pine  roresis. 

Below  Heri,  the  path,  in  many 
places  cut  out  in  the  mountain  side, 
overhangs  the  deep  bed  of  the  Arly, 
and  alternate  spots  of  savageness  and 
beauty  are  found  throughout  this  val- 
ley. Its  richness  in  walnut-trees  is 
celebrated,  and  the  oil  which  the  nuts 
furnish  is  an  important  article  of 
commerce.    2  hrs.  farther  is 

Ugine  {Inm:  Balances;  Grande 
Maison),  a  large  iU-built  town,  con- 
taining 3000  Inhab^  famous  for 
its  fairs  of  cattle  and  mules.  To  the 
N.,  on  a  steep  limestone  rock,  there 
are  the  remains  of  the  Caatle  attacked 
in  the  9  th  century  by  the  Saracens, 
and  destroyed  in  the  13th  century 
by  Humbert,  first  dauphin  of  Vienne. 
It  is  situated  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Arly,  on  the  road  between  Annecy 
and  Aiguebelle  (Rte.  152^. 

From  Ugine  an  excellent  carriage 
road  continues  for  1}  league  down  f£e 
Arly  to  Albertville,  through  a  deep 
and  rich  valley.  On  the  other  side  of 
the  Arly  is  seen  the  valley  of  Beau- 
fort, where  the  Doron,  which  flows 
through  it,  fiUls  into  the  Arly. 

[A  hilly  and  rough  road  leads  in 
12  m.  from  Albertville,  ascending 
the  course  of  the  Doron  into  the  wild 
and  secluded  Valley  of  Beaufort  to  St. 
ue  de  Beaufort  its  chief  town. 
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situated  at  the  junction  of  5  valleys, 
accessible  only  by  mountain-paths  and 
surmounted  by  cols  more  or  less  diffi- 
cult, averaging  6500  ft.  in  height:  they 
are  theVals — de  Haute  Luce,  traversed 
by  the  Dorinet  N.E. ;  la  Qite,£.  by  the 
Doron;  Pontcelamot,  S.  by  the  Ar- 
gentine ;  Trecols  and  Koselein  from 
the  &£.  The  chief  passes  are->-La 
Batia  S.W.  into  Val  dlsfcre  ;  2.  The 
Louse  and  Grand  Cormet  (fine  view)  on 
the  S.  into  the  Is^re  en  Tarentaise  ; 
3.  On  the  N.£.  Col  de  Fenetre  and 
Col  Joly  lead  to  Chamouni  by  the 
Val  de  Mont-Joie  ;  4.  E.  La  Platte, 
or  Col  de  BioUay  firom  La  Gite  to  the 
Val  de  Chapiii. 

Between  the  Doron  and  Dorinet 
rise  the  Rocks  of  Enclaves— ik  curious 
granite  group  arranged  round  an  oval 
basin,  so  shut  in  by  a  granitic  ridge 
that  the  waters  from  it  are  discharged 
only  through  subterranean  channels, 
or  over  numerous  fine  falls  into  the 
valley  of  La  Gite,  the  finest  of  all  in 
scenery.  In  the  centre  of  the  basin 
stand  the  ch&lete  of  Futrav.  The  Inn 
kept  by  Henri  Martin  at  St  Maxime 
is  the  best  in  the  district.] 

Albertville  (a  name  given,  1835,  in 
compliment  to  the  late  king  of  Sarr 
dinia,  Charles  Albert ;)  previously 
caUed  UmpitaU  {[nns:  H.  des  Ba- 
lances, kept  by  Donet,  good;  Etoile  du 
Nord).  L'llopita],  with  its  wide 
streets  and  clean  appearance,  is  one 
of  the  nicest  little  towns  in  Savoy; 
it  has  about  1500  Inhab.,  and  lying 
in  the  high  road,  by  which  communi- 
cation is  held  with  Ugine,  Annecy, 
and  Sallenches,  with  Cbambery,  and 
with  Moutiers  Tarentaise,  it  has, 
since  the  establishment  of  good  roads, 
been  daily  increasing  in  importance. 
Diligenoes  by  Faverges  to  Annecy — 
to  Moutiers  and  Chambery. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Arly, 
about  ^  m.  from  Albertville,  rise  the 
crumbhng  and  ivy-clad  ramparts  of 
the  town  of 

Confkms,  with  about  1300  Inhab. 
It  was  formerly  defended  by  2  very 
strong  forts.  It  resisted  the  troops  of 
Francis  I.  in  the  war  of  1536,  when  it 
was  partly  burnt,  and  its  two  forts 
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demoL'shecL  It  has  one  or  two  curi- 
ous old  buildings;  a  glorious  view 
from  its  Promenade  over  the  valley 
of  the  Is^re  (which  receives  the  Arly 
a  little  below),  towards  the  Grande 
Chartreuse  mountains.  On  the  banks 
of  the  river  is  a  smelting-house, 
Fanderie  Moyale,  where  the  silver,  from 
the  ore  raised  in  some  mines  in  the 
neighbourhood,  is  reduced* 


ROUTE  151. 

GENEVA  TO  OHAMB^RT,  BY  AIX  LE8 
BAore.     (RAILWAT.) 

Eng.  m. 
Geneva. 

Calos 42 

AlxlesBaliu      ...    64 
CbamMiy      ....    64 

From  Geneva  to  Culox  Stat  see 
Bte.  53. 

At  Culos  Stat,  the  L^ons  and 
Geneva  line  of  rly.  is  left,  and  the 
Victor  ETtimanuel  line  taken.  The 
second-class  carriages  are  very  in- 
ferior on  this  line.  After  leaving 
Culos  the  Bhone  is  crossed  by  a  fine 
iron-girder  bridge;  the  rly.  then  tra- 
verses some  marshy  meadows,  and 
enters  a  tunnel,  from  which  it  sud- 
denly emerges  on  the  shore  of  the 
lake  of  Bourget. 

The  views  over  the  lake  and  the 
opposite  range  of  the  Dent  du  Chat^ 
seen  by  the  passengers  whose  seats 
are  on  the  rt.-hand  side  going  to 
Chambery,  are  very  beautirul.  The 
finely-situated  castle  of  Ch&tillon  is 
seen  on  the  L,  and  the  rly.  continues 
dose  to  the  lake,  save  where  it  passes 


by  a  short  tunnel  throneh  some  pro- 
jecting point,  till  it  reaches 

Aix  l09  Baku  (/nns;  H.  Imperial, 
the  best ;  H.  Yenat,  well  situated, 
dear;  charge  11  fr.  a-day  for  bed, 
breakfast,  and  table-d'hdte  ;  Poste  ; 
H.  duParc;  H.  Guillard.  There  are 
numerous  boarding-houses  and  lodg- 
ings, liaison  Arc  Bomain  is  a  good 
pension. 

This  watering-place,  situated  at  a 
little  distance  to  the  £.  of  the  pretty 
Lac  du  Boureet,  and  oontaming  4000 
Inhab.,  was  Known  to  the  I&mans 
under  the  name  of  Aqus  Gratianse» 
and  it  is  still  resorted  to  on  account 
of  its  mineral  springs,  and  of  Uie 
attractions  of  the  beautiful  country 
round  it,  by  more  than  3000  visitors 
yearly,  many  of  them  from  Lyons, 
and  comine  more  for  amusement  than 
for  the  haws. 

Its  Mineral  Spnngt  are  warm  and 
sulphureous;  they  have  a  temperature 
varying  between  100^  and  lll^  Fahr. 
The  Alwn  Spring  (incorrectly  so  called, 
as  it  contains  no  alum)  issues  from 
beneath  an  antique  arch;  it  is  partly 
employed  in  douching  horses.  The 
Sulphur  Spring  is  exceedingly  copious; 
it  is  drunk  at  the  source,  and  is  good 
for  correcting  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs.  These  waters,  how« 
ever,  are  chiefly  employed  for  baths* 
and  above  all  for  douche  baths.  A 
handsome  bath-house  has  been  built 
by  a  former  kine  of  Sardinia,  into 
the  apartments  of  which  the  hot  wa- 
ter is  introduced  in  streams,  which 
descend  from  a  height  of  8  or  10  ft 
upon  the  patient.  After  undergoing 
tne  douchmg  process,  which  consists 
in  having  the  water  applied  to  various 
parts  of  the  body,  while  ihey  are  at 
the  same  time  subjected  to  brisk  fric- 
tion by  the  hands  of  two  attendants, 
the  patient  is  wrapped  up,  dripping 
wet,  m  a  blanket,  carried  home  m  a 
sedan-chair,  and  put  into  a  warm  bed. 
A  brisk  perspiration  succeeds.  Hie 
appearance  of  the  baths  is  not  tempt- 
ing. Phyaiciang—'M..  Davot,  who  tm- 
derstands  English,  and  M.  Dardennes 
are  well  spoken  of.  There  is  a 
regular  code  of  laws  as  to  the  baihi^ 
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ftc.;  and  erery  eonoeivabk  eomplaint 
is  curable  by  one  or  other  of  the 
sprinen. 

BaDs  are  g^ven  twice  a  week  during 
the  season  in  the  room  at  the  Casino^ 
where  there  is  also  a  reading-room. 
Boage  et  noir  and  roulette  were  car- 
ried on  to  a  great  extent,  but  were 
stopped  in  1855. 

There  are  several  very  interesting 
Soman  Memaim,  a  Triumphal  Arch,  in 
debased  Doric  style,  probably  of  the 
8rd  or  4th  centuries,  raisea  by  T. 
Pompeius  Campanus;  a  portion  of  an 
Ionic  TVmpfo  of  Diana,  of  which  the 
oella  is  quite  perfect ;  it  can  be  best 
examined  from  the  gaiden  of  the  cure', 

Jm  which  it  abuts.  Other  portions 
Roman  buildings  are  incorporated 
in  the  remains  of  the  Chateau  of  the 
Marquises  of  Aix,  a  building  of  the 
16th  century.  The  Soman  Baths  are 
entered  from  Madame  Chabert's  gar- 
den. The  principal  portion  visible  is 
an  hypocaust.  The  arch  is  a  most 
perfect  piece  of  construction,  well 
worth  the  architect's  consideration. 

The  caverns  of  St.  Paul  (tickets, 
50  c.)  are  curious,  and  contain  huge 
stalactites. 

JSxcurgioni. — ^There  are  numberless 
rides  and  walks  in  the  neighbourhood, 
whose  varied  and  beautifril  scenery 
cannot  fail  to  afford  pleasure  and 
amusement. 

a.  To  the  waterfall  of  Grezy,  in 
a  picturesque  ravine  about  3  m.  from 
Aix.  The  watercourse  is  covered 
over  by  vines  on  trellisses,  and  the 
water  falls  among  rocks  surmounted 
with  crazy  old  sawing  mills.  There 
is  no  danger  in  the  place,  yet  a 
French  lady  was  drowned  here  before 
the  face  of  the  Empress  Hortense  in 
1813.  Not  far  from  the  water&ll  are 
the  ruins  of  an  old  castle. 

6.  Haaie  Cowhe,  on  the  opposite  or 
N.W.  shore  of  the  Lac  du  Bourgtt 
(Borghetto).  This  monastery,  beau- 
tifully situated  close  to  the  lake,  and 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  du  Chat, 
was  founded  in  1225.  Its  Gothic 
chapels  were  the  burial-places  of 
the  princes  of  Savoy,  canons  of 
Citeaux,  &c.    Among  them  are  Boni- 
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faoe  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  son  of 
Count  Thomas  of  Savoy,  who  died  in 
1270;  Amadeus  V.,  Vl.,  and  VII.; 
Jeanne de  Montfort  and  her  husband; 
Peter  of  Savoy;  Anne  of  Zahringen, 
&c.  The  original  convent,  erected 
1743,  was  piUaeed  and  desecrated  at 
the  French  revolution  ;  in  the  ch.  the 
coffins  were  opened  and  rifled,  and  the 
monuments,  paintings,  and  stained 
glass  destroyed.  It  was,  however, 
entirely  rebuilt  in  a  peculiar  bad  florid 
Gothic  style  about  the  year  1824  by 
Charles  Felix,  king  of  Sardinia,  and 
contains  many  monuments,  all  bow- 
ever  either  modem  or  so  restored  as 
not  to  leave  much  of  the  original. 
The  convent  is  once  more  occupied 
by  Cistercian  monks. 

Near  Haute  Combe  is  a  tower  called 
Phare  de  Oessena,  the  view  from  which 
is  described  by  Rousseau.  About  ^  m. 
beyond  the  abbey  is  an  intermittent 
spring,  called  Fontaine  des  Merveilles, 

The  Lac  du  Bourget  is  full  of  fish, 
and  forms  a  great  addition  to  the 
charms  of  Aix. 

The  W.  shore  of  the  lake  consists 
of  a  tall  precipice  of  limestone,  rising 
almost  perpendicularly  from  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  and  extending  from  Haute 
Combe  to  the  eastle  of  ^rdeau. 

[For  those  who  enjoy  mountain 
ascents,  an  interesting  excursion  may 
be  made  from  Aix  to  the  summit  ot 
the  Dent  du  Chat,  the  highest  point 
in  the  range  of  limestone  mountains 
forming  the  W.  boundary  of  the  lake. 
A  diligence  used  to  run  between 
Lyons  and  Aix,  passing  over  the 
shoulder  of  the  mountain  and  descend- 
ing to  Bordeau,  from  whence  it  fol- 
lowed the  shore  of  the  lake  to  Boui^ret, 
about  7  m.  from  Chamb^ry.  The 
same  route,  though  very  circuitous, 
may  be  followed  by  those  who  object 
to  boating;  but  a  far  shorter  course 
is  to  cross  the  lake  from  Aix  to  Bor* 
deau.  From  thence  the  hi^h  road  to 
Lyons  by  Yenne  ascends  the  side  of 
the  mountain,  winding  along  steep 
slopes  which  command  acmurable 
views  over  the  lake,  till  it  attains 
the  pass  of  the  Mont  du  Chat,  which 
is  one  of  the  most  ancient  passages 
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from  France  into  Italy.  It  was  pro- 
bably the  most  f^eauented  route  until 
the  construction  ot  the  road  by  Les 
Echelles  (Rte.  153). 

On  the  summit  of  the  pass  there  is 
a  level,  about  300  yds.  across.  The 
road  passes  on  the  southern  side  of  a 
large  mass  of  rock  which  is  upon  it. 
The  summit  of  the  pass  is  covered 
with  stones,  rocks,  and  brushwood. 
A  temple  formerly  stood  here,  of 
which  the  foundations  may  be  traced, 
and  many  of  the  stones  around  made 
part  of  the  building.  The  stones  have 
been  well  cut,  and  the  cornices  of 
man^  are  yet  tolerably  perfect.  An 
inscription  was  found,  here  by  Dr. 
Cramer,  which  has  given  rise  to  the 
idea  that  the  temple  was  dedicated 
to  Mercury,  **but  the  inscription  it- 
self hardly  bears  out  this  opinion. 
M.  Albanis  de  Beaumont,  m  his 
description  of  the  Alpes  Grecques, 
calls  this  mountain  the  Mons  Thuates, 
but  without  giving  his  authority. 
Now,  Theut  and  Thait,  in  Armoric, 
are  the  names  of  the  deitv  who  pre- 
sided over  highways,  and  who  was 
much  worshipped  by  the  Gauls  ;  hence 
Csesar  says,  that  the  people  princi- 
pally worshipped  Mercury,  who  had 
the  same  office  among  the  Roman 
deities.  The  name,  therefore,  of  Mons 
Thuates  would  argue  a  passage  here 
of  very  high  antiauity,  and  the  temple, 
if  really  dedicated  to  Mercury,  would 
tend  strongly  to  the  confirmation  of 
this  opinion." — Dissertation  on  the 
Passage  of  HannibaL 

It  has  been  satisfoctorily  shown  by 
De  Luc,  and  by  Wickham  and  Cra- 
mer, that  the  army  under  Hannibal 
here  encountered  its  first  difficulties 
in  passing  the  Alps,  having  to  fight 
the  mountaineers,  who  kept  watch 
during  the  day  only.  After  having 
ascended  the  Khone  as  far  as  Vienne, 
he  led  his  army  across  the  country  of 
the  Allobroges,  by  Bourgoln,  les 
Abrets,  and  St.  Genix  d'Aoste  (Au- 
gusta Allobrogum),  now  a  village  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Guiers,  nearly  op- 
posite to  Yenne,  thence,  by  Chevalu 
(Leviscum),  across  the  Mont  du  Chat 
to  Chambery  (Lemincum). 

The  form   and   character   of  the 


Mont  da  Chat  Bgree  entirely  with 
the  account,  by  Folybius,  of  those 
events  which  could  only  in  such  a 
peculiar  locality  occur.  From  Cham- 
bery the  armypassed to Montmeillan, 
and  up  the  Val  Isere  to  ConiUms, 
Moutiers,  and  St.  Maurice,  and  passed 
into  Italy  by  the  Little  St.  Bernard. 

Even  without  ascending  to  the  top 
of  the  mountain,  the  view  from  the  pass 
is  very  fine.  Looking  towards  France, 
the  scene  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  in 
the  world  ;  studded  with  villages  and 
towns,  and  so  extensive,  that  where 
the  distant  mountains  of  Tarrare  do 
not  limit  the  horixon,  it  subsides  into 
indistinctness.  Immediately  below,  on 
the  same  side,  are  the  rich  pasturages 
of  the  western  slopes  of  the  Mont  da 
Chat  Beyond  these  are  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  hills  and  plains 
which  extend  to  the  Ain.  To  reach 
the  highest  point  of  the  Mont  du 
Chat,  called  La  Dent  du  Chat,  you 
descend  to  the  high  road  towards 
Yenne  for  f  hr.,  then  take  a  path  to 
the  1.,  which  leads  in  20  min.  to  a 
small  Irm,  From  thence  to  the  top 
is  a  steep  scramble  of  1^  hr.,  or  '6 
hrs.  from  Bordeau.  An  inexperienced 
mountaineer  should  take  a  guide. 

From  the  summit,  5000  ft.  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  the  view  on  the  eastern 
side  is  one  of  surpassing  beauty.  It 
appears  to  overhang  the  lake  of  Bour- 
get,  intowhose  deep  bl  ue  waters  it  seems 
only  a  leap.  Beyond  is  the  rich  valley 
of  Chambery,  extending  from  Albens 
to  the  Mont  Grenier ;  the  toi^nn  of  Alx 
seems  to  be  at  your  feet  across  the 
lake  :  on  the  rt,  the  city  of  Cham- 
bery lies  like  a  model ;  hundreds  of 
hamlets  and  villages  speckle  the  beau- 
tiful valley,  which  is  bounded  on  the 
opposite  side  by  the  rich  slopes  of  the 
Mont  d'Azi,  and  the  Dent  de  Nivolet; 
far  beyond  are  seen  the  mountains 
which  Doimd  the  Val  Is^re,  and  the 
snowy  summits  of  the  Dauphiny  Alps.3 

At  the  S.  extremity  of  the  lake  are 
the  ruins  of  the  castle  of  Boui^t,  the 
residence  of  the  ancient  counts  of  Sa- 
voy, down  to  the  time  of  Amedeus  V. 
or  the  Great,  who  was  bom  in  it  in  1 249. 
He  sent  for  the  painter  Giorgio  di 


Pi«f  •  ^  Savoy.      route  152. — geneva  to  aiguebelle. 

Aquila,  a  pupil  of  Giotto,  to  deco- 
rate its  interior  $  and  some  fra&;ments 
of  fresco,  now  nearly  effacecu  in  a 
cabinet  formed  in  the  thickness  of  the 
wall  of  one  of  the  towers,  are  pro- 
bably a  part  of  his  work. 

An  agreeable  way  of  visiting  the 
scenery  of  the  lake  is  to  take  a  boat 
from  Aix  to  Haute  Combe,  and  then 
send  it  to  wait  at  the  little  village  of 
Bordeau,  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to 
the  Mont  du  Chat;  and  after  visiting 
the  chapel  and  fountain,  walk  by 
agreeable  by-paths  along  the  heights 
w-hich  skirt  the  W.  side  of  the  lake, 
and  descend  by  the  great  road  from 
the  Mont  du  Chat.  The  boats,  both 
on  this  lake  and  on  the  lake  of  Annccy, 
are  far  superior  to  those  on  the  Swiss 
or  Italian  lakes.  The  men  row  well 
and  understand  something  of  sailing, 
but  their  charges  are  high. 


[Those  who  enter  Switzerland  by 
Aix,  and  do  not  wish  to  go  round  by 
Geneva,  may  at  once  cross  from  An- 
necy  to  Bonneville  and  thence  to  St. 
Martin,  and  so  on  to  Chamouni.  The 
road  is  excellent,  but  there  are  no 
diligences  or  posting  arrangements 
beyond  Annecy.  A  voiturier  will  go 
from  Aix  in  one  day  to  Bonneville, 
and  next  morning  to  St.  Martin,  so 
as  to  allow  ample  time  for  reaching 
Chamouni  on  the  second  day .3 

Prom  Mx  the  rly.,  after  skirting 
the  S.  comer  of  the  lake,  lies  across 
a  plain  of  great  fertility  to 

CHAUBfiaY  Stat.  (Rte.  15a), 
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Faverges 
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Aiguebelle 


KlU 


10  =  s 

16  sr  10 

IT  »  II 

26  B  16 

20  e=  12 

34  =  15 


Since  the  completion  of  the  rly. 
from  Geneva  to  Chambery,  and  from 
thence  to  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne,  this 
route  is  but  little  frequented.  Those 
who  are  not  pressed  for  time,  and  who 
wish  to  see  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
part  of  Savoy,  may  still  find  this  an 
interesting  route  in  going  from  Ge- 
neva to  the  pass  of  Mont  Cenis  or 
Little  St  Bernard. 

On  leaving  Geneva  the  road  passes 
through  the  Plain  Palais,  crosses  the 
Arve,  and  continues  through  Carouge 
and  the  richly  cultivated  plain  of  the 
Arve,  until  it  rises  to  the  village  of 

St,  Juiien,  on  the  frontier  of  Savoy, 
where  the  passports  of  travellers  are 
examined.  The  baggage  is  searched 
a  little  further  on.  Aa  extra  horse  is 
required  this  stage. 

The  road  ascends  a  long  hill  to  the 
Mount  Sion,  a  ridge  which  runs  nearly 
at  right  angles  with  the  Mont  Sal^ve. 
From  its  height,  more  than  3300  ft 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  views 
of  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  the  Jura,  and 
the  deep  valley  of  the  Rhone  flowing 
into  France,  form  a  fine  panorama.  The 
course  of  the  road  is  generally  high, 
though  it  undulates  until  it  rises  to 

Cruseilles,  a  little  town  possessing 
1300  Lihab.,  the  ruins  or  an  old 
castle,  and  a  dirty  inn. 

The  road  to  Annecy  from  Craseilles 
crosses  the  stream  of  the  Usses, 
sunk  in  a  deep  defile,  by  the  Sus' 
pension  bridge  of  La  CmUCy  of  iron- 
wire,  erected  by  the  Sardinian  govern- 
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KOUTE  164. 

CHAMDERY  TO  TDRIN — MONT  CENIS. 

Ml.    miles. 
ChamMry  (railway).    (Rte  IW.) 

Montm^liiui 15  »    9 

Aiguebjile 37  =  83 

St.  Jean  de  Manrienne      .     .     .    70  =  43 
SL  Jean  to  St.  Michel       .     .     .    13  =s    8 

St.  Michel  to  Modane  .     .     .     .  17  =  lOi 

Modane  to  Verney 11=7 

Verney  to  Lan&leboarg     .     .     .  12  =»    74 

T^nsleboarg    to   Orande  Croix  .  13  s    8 

Grande  Cruix  to  Molaret  .     •     .  14  =s    8i 

Molaret  to  Suaa 10  :=    « 

Sasa  to  Turin  (railway)   .     .     .    64  »  34 

Total  .  214      1321 

The  Hly.  to  St.  Michel  takes  from 
2  to  3  hrs.  DiUgence  about  tO  hrs. 
from  St.  Michel  to  Snsa.  Susa  Rly. 
to  Turin,  2  hrs.  Total,  about  1 6  hrs., 
including  stoppages.  The  diligences 
are  usually  so  arranged  as  to  cross 
the  pass  during  the  night :  those, 
therefore,  who  wish  to  see  it  will  take 
a  voiturier  or  post  from  St.  Jean  to 
Susa  in  2  days.  The  trayeliin^  is 
very  good,  but  very  dear.  Voitu- 
rier about  200  fr.,  posting  300  fr., 
all  renforts  and  tolls  included.  The 
Tnns  on  the  road  are  dear,  bad,  and 
dirty  ;  St  Michel's  are  the  best. 

The  Mont  Cenis  road  may  be  con- 
sidered as  beginning  at  Chambery 
and  ending  at  Susa.  It  was  con- 
structed by  the  Chevalier  Fabbroni, 
under  the  orders  of  Napoleon,  at  a 
cost  of  300,000r,  and  was  com- 
menced in  1803  and  finished  in  1810. 
It  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  prac- 
ticable of  the  roads  over  the  Alps 
during  the  winter,  but  is  at  the  same 
time  the  least  interesting.  The  valley 
of  the  Arc,  however,  is  in  some  places 
pretty,  and  in  others  wild  and  grand, 


and  there  is  a  fine  view  from  the  17th 
Refage,  and  beautiful  views  on  the 
descent  into  Italy. 

Now  that  the  Rly.  fh>m  Paris  to 
St.  Michel  has  been  completed,  this 
road  has  be(<ome  by  far  the  easiest 
mode  of  reaching  Italy. 

Chambery  (Rte.  158). 

The  scenery  in  the  valley  above 
Chambery  is  very  fine,  but  the 
curves  and  gradients  on  the  rail- 
way are  very  formidable.  We  pass, 
on  the  left,  the  castle  of  Batie,  and 
fiu-ther  on,  close  to  the  road,  that 
of  Chignin,  links  of  a  line  of  forts 
extending  through  the  country,  on 
whose  towers  watch-fires  were  lighted 
to  alarm  the  inhabitants  in  time  of 
war,  in  case  of  foreign  inroads.  For 
these  rude  means  in  the  middle  ages, 
telegraphs  have  been  substituted.  Up 
the  valfeys  of  the  Arc  and  Is^re,  the^ 
chain  of  old  castles  continues  almost' 
without  an  intorruption.  The  moun- 
tain seen  on  the  rt.  is  the  Mont  Gre- 
nier,  5700  ft  high.  The  side  facing 
Chambery  is  a  perpendicular  escarp- 
ment, producea  by  an  immense  mass 
of  the  mountain  having  broken  off  in 
1248  :  it  overwhelmed  the  coimtry 
at  its  base  with  ruin,  and  buried  16 
villages.  The  marks  of  this  catas- 
trophe are  still  visible  in  the  series 
of  niUocks,  now  covered  with  vine- 
yards, called  Les  Abymes  de  Myans. 
The  Mont  Grenier  stands  in  the  angle 
between  the  valley  of  Chambery  and 
that  of  Gresivaudan,  which  leads  to 
Grenoble :  it  is  traversed  by  the 
Is^re.  On  the  L  bank  of  the  river,  a 
few  miles  down,  stand  the  ruins  of 
the  Chateau  Bayard,  the  cradle  of  the 
illustrious  knight  **  sans  peur  et  sansre- 
proche."  ( See  Handbook  of  France.) 

Route  de  Grenoble  Stat.  Here  the 
Railroad  to  Grenoble  branches  off,  fol- 
lowing the  valley  of  the  Isdre,  which 
opens  to  the  S.;  there  is  a  fine  view 
from  this  part  of  the  line. 

Montmilian  Stat.  {Inn:  H.  des  Voy- 
ageurs,  not  good.)  This  little  town 
stands  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Is^re,  at 
the  junction  of  four  roads :  that  of  the 
Mont  Cenis,  issuing  out  of  the  valley  of 
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the  Manrienne  ;  thai  from  the  Taren- 
taise  and  LitUe  St  Bernard  (Rte.  156) ; 
that  from  Grenoble  along  the  fertile 
aad  beautiful  valley  of  Gresivaodan  ; 
and  that  from  Chambery«  The  castle 
of  Montmelian  was  long  the  bulwark 
of  Savoy  against  France.  Henry  IV., 
while  besieging  it  in  1600,  was  nearly 
killed  by  a  cannon-shot  from  its  walls, 
which  covered  him  with  dirt»  and 
made  the  king  cross  himself  devoutly; 
\k\ton  which  Sully  remarked,  that  he 
was  happy  to  see  that  his  Majesty 
was  so  good  a  Catholia  It  was 
bravely  and  skilfully  defended  for  13 
months  against  Louis  XIIL  by  Count 
Geoffirepr  Bens  de  Cavour.  The  works 
were  finally  demolished  by  Louis 
XIY.,  who  took  the  place  in  1705.  A 
few  scanty  fragmenu  of  wall,  partly 
overgrown  with  briers  and  nettles, 
crowning  the  rock  above  the  town,  are 
the  only  remains  of  die  former  bul- 
wark of  Savoy,  and  the  key  of  its  Alps. 
A  good  white  wine  is  grown  near 
Montmelian. 

Public  conveyances  to  the  Baths  of 
Alevard,  near  which  are  some  iron- 
mines. 

The  railroad  for  some  miles  frcmi 
Montmdlian  commands,  in  clear 
weather,  a  fine  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
which  is  seen  from  no  other  point  in 
our  route.  The  post-road  follows  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Is^re  \  the  rly.  the 
opposite  one,  on  an  embankment  of 
several  miles,  having  crossed  the  river 
on  a  fine  bridge  beyond  Montm^an. 
Near  the  rly.  on  the  1.  bank  is  the 
village  of  CoiMe^  with  a  mineral  spring 
containing  iodinei,  renowned  as  a 
specific  against  ^Itre.  Beyond  this, 
on  the  rt.  bank,  is 

St,  Pierre  cTAlMgny,  a  neat  little 
town  with  a  good  inn.  The  Is^re  flows 
through  a  portion  only  of  its  broad 
winter  bed,  leaving  the  blanched 
stones  to  mark  its  extent  at  that  sea- 
son. The  slopes  around  Montmeiian 
and  St  Pierre  are  celebrated  for  the 
wine  they  produce.  An  omnibus  to 
the  St  Pierre  Stat  on  the  rlwy. 

A  little  beyond  St  Pierre  is  a  fine 

feature  in  the  scenery  of  the  valley, 

the   Chdteau  de  Miolara,     It  is  buut 

on  a  mass  of  rock  jutting  out  of  the 

IBicitx,-] 


mountain  side  800  or  900  ft  above  the 
Is^re,  commanding  extensive  views  np 
and  down  the  val^y,  and  across  into 
the  valley  of  the  Arc;  for  it  is  nearly 
opposite  to  the  confluence  of  the  Are 
and  the  Isdre.  Ascent  gradual  to  the 
platform,  which  on  the  top  of  the  rock 
IS  extensive  enough  for  tne  castle. 

The  chateau  originally  belong  to 
one  of  the  most  ancient  famihes  in 
Savoy,  distinguished  as  early  as  the 
ninth  cent;  but  the  male  line  becoming 
extinct  in  1 523,  the  chateau  was  bought 
by  Charles  III.,  duke  of  Savoy,  and 
converted  into  a  state  prison,  which 
continued  to  belts  appropriation  until 
the  events  of  the  French  revolution 
united  Savoy  to  France,  when  the 
castle  was  dismantled. 

3  m.  ferther  on  the  L  bank  is 
Chamo^tuet  Stat.  Here  the  rly. 
and  high  road  leave  the  valley  of  the 
Isdre,  and  take  that  of  the  Arc  or 
Mwtrierme.  About  6  m.  up  the  valley  is 
Avfuebelle^  in  a  tolerably  wide  trian- 
gular plain,  (/wu:  Poste,  Parfaite 
Union.)  The  country  hereabouts  is 
unhealthy  from  marshes  which  pro- 
duce malaria  and  its  consequence, 
gottre.  The  CastU  above  the  town, 
called  La  Charbonniere,  was  the  birth- 
place of  several  counts  of  Savoy. 

SL  Jean  de  Maurierme  Stat.  {Inns : 
Europe,  Poste,  Voyageurs,  all  indif- 
ferent), capital  of  the  province  of  Mau- 
rienne  (3000  Inhab.),  1800  ft  above 
the  sea,  the  original  seat  of  the  Dnkrs 
or  Counts  of  Savoy.  The  cathedral  is 
of  the  15th  centy^  and  contains  some 
fine  wood-carving,  and  a  splendid  stone 
reliquary.  The  town  is  unhealthy-, 
and  contains  nothing  else  worthy  of 
notice.  The  vineyaras  of  St  Julien 
grow  a  wine  of  some  repute.  From 
hence  there  is  a  pass  to  Moutiers 
(Rte.  156)  by  ihe  Col  de  la  Platiere 
in  10  hrs.  A  mule  may  be  taken  to 
the  top.  In  the  descent  through  the 
Vol  de  NarU-bntn  there  is  a  very  fine 
view  of  Mont  Blanc.  For  the  passes 
into  Dauphin^  see  Rte.  158. 
The  rly.  is  carried  as  far  as 
St  Michel  Siat.,  (Inns.  H.  de  la  Sa- 
maritaine,  clean  beds  ;  H.  de  Poste, 
dirty;  Buffet  at  the  station,  good  and 
reasonable),  and  no  further  progress 
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ean  be  made  until  the  Great  TanDel 
at  Modane  U  opened.  This  is  a 
tolerable  stopping-place  for  families 
travelling  between  Paris  and  Turin 
in  three  days ;  the  Ist  night  being 
spent  at  Magon. 

Diligences  await  the  trains  for  Susa, 
a  journey  of  10  brs.  Families  will 
do  well  to  hire  a  carriage  here.  Borgo, 
at  the  Post,  is  a  respectable  Tettorino, 
and  has  good  carriages. 

The  rcMul  now  crosses  the  river  and 
enters  a  wild  and  beautiful  gorge. 
About  9  m.  above  St  Michel,  close 
to  the  village  of  Foumeau,  is  the 
commencement  of  the  great  Tunnel 
through  the  Alps,  begun  1857  by  the 
government  of  Turin.  This  great 
enterprise  contemplates  carrying  a 
tunnel  between  7  and  8  m.  long, 
without  a  vertical  shaft  for  ventila- 
tion, which  is  to  come  out  near  Bar- 
don^che  on  the  Italian  side.  It  will 
be  4360  ft.  above  the  sea,  and  3480 
ft.  below  the  summit  of  Mont  Genis. 
The  rock  is  cut  by  machines  worked 
by  compressed  air,  invented  by  MM. 
Gratonne  and  SommelUer.  They  are 
each  of  250-horse  power,  and  act  sunul- 
taneouslyon  both  sidesof  the  mountain. 
The  air  is  compressed  by  water-power; 
and  the  works  above  Modane,  with 
the  tubes  convening  the  compressed 
air,  are  on  an  immen.se  scale.  The 
machines  easily  penetrate  the  rock, 
not  by  drilling,  but  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  rocks  are  bored  for  blasting 
— that  is  to  say,  by  the  blows  of  a 
chisel  that  turns  slightly  on  its  axis 
between  every  blow.  After  the  rock 
has  been  bored  with  many  holes 
simultaneously,  the  machine  is  with- 
drawn, and  the  holes  charged  with 
powder  and  blasted.  Thence  the 
oavitv  is  enlarged  and  framed  in  the 
usual  way.  These  latter  processes 
are  so  tedious  that  the  progress  is 
only  about  I  m^tre  a  day  at  either 
en(L  The  same  compressed  air  that 
works  the  machines  affords  powerful 
ventilation  to  the  tunnel.  It  also 
cools  it  by  the  heat  necessarily  ab- 
sorbed during  its  escape  from  com- 
pression. The  Italian  government, 
notwithstanding  the  annexation  of 
Savoy    to   France,    has    undertaken 


the  whole  responsibility  of  the  work. 
It   is   commonly    spoken    of    as    a 
Tiomel  under  the  Mont  Genii,  but  im- 
properly so,  as  it  lies  about  16  m.  firom 
that  pass.    About  1400  yards  have 
been  opened  on  eadi  side,  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  length,    ^hree 
passes    lead    from    M^ane    across 
the    chain  separating    Savoy    from 
Piedmont.      The  shortest  and  most 
direct,  but  rough  track,  fit  only  for 
pedestrians,  is  by  the  Col  de  FrejvSf 
leading  in   about  5^    hrs.    to   Bar- 
don^he.  This  passes  very  nearlj^  over 
the  part  of  the  chain  which  moU  be 
traversed  b^  the  tunneL    Somewhat 
further  W.  is  the  much  easier  pass  of 
the  Col  de  la  Boue,  frequently  traversed 
with  mules  by  the  country  people, 
and  leading  in  6^  hrs.  to  Bardon^che. 
Farther  still  towards  the  W.  is  a 
rather  higher  and  rougher  path,  but 
practicabfe  for  mules,  by  the  Colde  la 
Saume.    For  travellers  going  direct  to 
Bardon^he  this  has  no  advantage, 
but  it  leads  by  a  very  easy  pass — uie 
Echelles  de  Pkmpinet — to  Brian^on  in 
Dauphin^   (Rte.    159).      From    the 
summit  of  the  Col   de  la  Saume  a 
mountaineer  will  easily  reach  in  3 
hrs.  the  summit  of  the  Mont  Thabor^ 
10,536  ft  in  height,  commanding   a 
magnificent  panoramic  view  of  the 
western  Alps.    On  the  top  is  a  stone 
pyramid  marking  one  of  the  stations 
used  40  years  ago  in  the  measure- 
ment of  an  arc  of  the  meridian.    The 
descent  may  be  made  to  Modane,  to 
St.    Michel   by    Yalmeinier,    or    to 
Bardon^che.]     Between   St.   Michel 
and  Modane  is  laid  the  last  scene  of 
Sterne's  *•  Sentimental  Journey.' 
Modane,    {Inn :  Lion  d*Or.) 
The  road  ascends  high  above  the 
Arc,  apd  the  gorge,  in  whose  depths 
it  flows,  serves    as   a   natural   and 
tremendous  fosse  to   JFbrt  FEseeUkm 
or  Bramans,  built  on   the    opposite 
height,   and    commanding   with    its 
many-mouthed  batteries,  rising  tier 
above  tier,  the  passage  to  Italy.    This 
fort  presents  a  magnificent  abear- 
ance of  impregnability;  but  under  the 
treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Savoy  to 
France,  it   is    to  be    razed  to    the 
ground.    A  light  bridge,  spanning  the 
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black  gorge  which  separates  the  ibrt 
from  the  road,  is  a  strikinr  object:  it 
ia  called  the  Font  du  Diable. 

Vemey,  Near  this,  Horace  Walpoie 
loat  hiB  lap-dog,  which  was  carried 
off  by  a  wolf  j^imdng  down  upon  it 
from  the  forest. 

At  Termignon  the  path  from  the  Col 
de  Yanoise  (Rte.  157)joins  our  road. 

Laiulebourg  (^Itm:  Hdtel  Royal),  a 
wretched  village,  full  of  cabarets,  at 
the  foot  of  the  ascent  of  Mont  Cenis, 
4400  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
From  this  point  numerous  excursions 
among  the  Hi^  Alps  may  be  made, 
and,  indifferent  as  the  inn  is,  it  seems 
excellent  after  those  found  among  the 
mountains.  Here  in  the  winter  the 
wheeled  dQigence  from  St.  Michel 
is  changed  for  one  on  sledees,  and 
carriages  are  dismounted  ana  put  on 
sledges  to  cross  the  snow.  14  men 
are  often  required,  and  12  mules,  to 
conduct  the  diligence  across.  The 
dil.  from  Susa  stop  at  Lanslebourg  for 
breakfast,  and  travellers  by  them  have 
the  opportunity  of  a  grateful  wash. 

After  passing  a  large  barrack,  the 
road  crosses  tne  Arc,  and  ascends 
the  mountain  by  easy  and  well-con- 
structed zigzags.  Extra  horses  are 
necessary  to  reach  the  summit ;  and 
it  takes  about  2^  hrs.  for  a  carriage 
to  mount  from  Lanslebourg  to  Refuge 
No.  18,  at  the  top  of  the  ascent.  It 
is  possible  to  walk  up  in  a  shorter 
time,  abridging  the  zigzags,  and  follow- 
ing^ a  path  to  which  the  traveller  is 
guided  by  the  poles  for  the  electric 
telegrapli. 

Between  Lansleboui^  and  Susa 
there  are  23  houses  of  Refuge  placed 
at  intervals  by  the  roadside,  occupied 
by  cantoniers.  Each  is  numbered,  be- 
ginning from  the  Piedmontese  side  of 
the  mountain.  Near  No.  22  avalanches 
sometimes  fall;  'the  dan^rous  spot 
may  be  passed  in  3  or  4  minutes.  No. 
Id  IS  called  La  Ramasse.  Here  sledges 
are  kept;  and  in  winter,  when  deep 
snow  covers  the  inequalities  on  the 
sides  of  the  mountain,  travellers  may 
descend  in  one  of  them  to  Lansle- 
bourg in  10  minutes  1  The  sledge  is 
guid^  by  a  peasant,  who  places  nim- 
self  in  front ;    and,  from  the  expe- 


rience gained  in  collecting  (ramasser) 
and  transporting  wood  in  this  man- 
ner, they  are  so  skilful,  that  there  is 
little  or  no  risk  in  this  extraordinary 
mode  of  travelling.  Perpendicular 
descent  600  metres— nearly  2000  ft. 

The  17th  Refnge  is  the  barrier  of 
Savoy:  here  a  ton  is  levied,  to  keep 
the  road  in  repair.  Soon  after  the 
highest  point  of  the  pass  is  reached, 
6825  ft.  above  the  sea  level;  thence 
the  road  descends  to  the-plain  of  Mont 
Cenis,  passing  near  the  margin  of  a 
small  lake,  which  is  generally  frozen 
during  6  months  of  the  year:  it  is 
famed  for  its  delicious  trout:  the  fishery 
belongs*  to  the  monks  of  the  Hospice. 

Irms :  Posthouse  of  the  JHont  Cenis 
(Monte  Cenisio);  and  the  Old  Post- 
house,  rough,  but  tolerable,  good 
headquarters  for  Alpine  excursions. 
Passing  travellers  may  regale  on  the 
excellent  trout  of  the  lake,  and  some- 
times on  ptarmigan,  for  which  they 
will,  however,  pay  handsomely.  [From 
the  posthouse  the  ascent  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  (Rte.  155)  commences.] 

About  half  a  mile  beyond  the  Post 
is  the  Hospice^  originaUy  founded  by 
Charlemagne,  who  crossed  the  Mont 
Cenis  with  an  army  in  the  9  th  cen- 
tury. The  existing  edifice,  built  by 
Napoleon,  is  now  occupied,  half  by  a 
corps  of  carbineers  who  examine  the 
passports  of  all  travellers  crossing  the 
mountain;  the  other  half  by  monks 
of  the  Benedictine  order,  who  exer- 
cise gratuitous  hospitality  towards 
poor  travellers.  The  house  contains 
two  or  three  tolerable  bed-rooms  for 
g^uests  of  the  higher  class.  Near  the 
Hospice  is  a  loopholed  wall,  for  the 
defence  of  the  pass. 

The  road  is  tolerably  level  to 
Grande  Croix,  a  wretched  Inn  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  plain,  with  one 
or  two  taverns  occupied  by  carters 
and  muleteers;  there  the  descent  be- 
gins. The  road,  as  originally  con- 
structed, wound  along  the  sides  of 
the  mountain ;  but  owing  to  its  fear- 
ful exposure  to  avalanches,  this 
portion  has  been  abandoned,  and  a 
new  line  descends  by  winding  tour- 
niquets to  the  little  plain  of  St. 
Nicolas,   over   which   it   is   carried 
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on  a  raised  causeway,  quite  oat 
of  the  reach  of  avalanches,  except 
between  the  Srd  and  4th  Refuges, 
where  thej  still  sometimes  (all  in 
spring.  A  gallery  cut  in  the 'rock 
where  the  old  road  passed,  is  now 
abandoned:  it  exhibits  a  singular 
scene  of  confusion,  the  roof  having 
partly  fallen  in.  On  issuing  from 
this  plain,  a  mae;nificent  mountain  on 
the  1.  is  seen — the  RochemeUm :  on  its 
summit  is  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame 
des  Neiges,  which  is  visited  on  the 
6th  of  August  every  year  by  an  in- 
credible number  of  pilgrims.  Men, 
women,  and  children  ascend  on  the 
day  before,  about  three-quarter^  of 
the  distance,  sleep  out  on  the  moun- 
tain, and  complete  the  ascent  early 
on  the  following  mominff,  so  as  to 
hear  morning  mass  upon  uie  summit  1 
Saussure  has  given  an  interesting 
account  of  his  ascent  of  this  peak. 
Very  few  travellers  have  visited  it 
since  his  time.  The  road  now  skirts 
a  dreary  ravine,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  are  seen  the  villages  of  Fer- 
Here  and  Nocalese^  deserted  in  the 
summer:  the  old  mule-road  passed 
through  them. 

Molaret^  the  first  Piedmontese  ham- 
let A  footpath  descends  from  the 
high  road  a  httle  below  the  posthouse, 
much  shortening  the  distance  for 
pedestrians  bound  for  Susa.  From 
some  of  the  turns  in  the  sigsags 
beyond  this  place  fine  views  of  the 
valley  of  the  Dora  towards  Turin  are 
obtained,  but  the  sides  of  the  moun- 
tain are  unusually  barren.  A  gallery 
is  passed,  built  under  a  torrent,  and 
only  used  when  the  main-road  is  dan- 
gerous or  destroyed  by  the  torrent. 
The  descent  is  now  continuous  by  long 
zigzags  to 

Siwu  (Inns:  La  Posta;  Hotel  de 
Savoie;  H.  de  France,  perhaps  the 
best,  charges  unreasonable).  This  little 
town  of  3500  Inhab.,  planted  at  the 
point  of  junction  of  tne  roads  over 
the  Mont  Gcn^vre  TRte.  160)  and  the 
Mont  Cenis,  is  chiefly  remarkable  on 
account  of  its  antiquity,  having  been 
founded  by  a  Roman  colony  m  the 
reign  of  Augustus,  under  the  name 
of  Segusio.      It  appears,  like  most  i 


Italian  towns,  to  have  decayed,  but  it 
now  seems  reviving.  There  is  a  very 
curious  Romanesque  choreh  and  clois- 
ters, and  a  gateway  at^oining*  the 
ohnroh.  There  is  also  a  R(»Ban  tri- 
naphal  arch,  of  the  Corinthian  order, 
erected  about  8  B.a,  in  honour  of 
AugUBtna.  It  is  in  a  sadly-neglected 
condition,  and  stands  a  little  way  out- 
side the  town,  in  what  was  foraieriy 
the  governor's  garden.  Susa  and  tfaie 
rest  of  tiie  route  to  Turin  are  described 
in  the  Handbook  for  Kobth  Itxlt. 

The  railway  is  now  open  firom  Susa 
with  trains  for  Turin  3  times  a-day, 
performing  the  jonmey  in  2  hrs. 

TiTKDS  Termmia.  (Imu:  H&tel  de 
VEurope,  the  best;  Grande  Bretagne; 
Hdtel  de  la  Ligurie,  near  the  Genoa, 
not  the  Susa,  Blwy.  Stat.,  good;  Hotel 
Feder,  fallen  off  of  late. — OmniboAea 
run  to  the  different  hotels  on  the 
arrival  of  each  train. 

For  TaRDT,  see  the  Handbook  for 
North  Italt. 

[The  voituriers  now  keep  their 
horses,  &C.,  at  Susa,  but  are  generally 
to  be  engaged  at  Turin.  If  engaged  in 
due  time  they  will  send  horses  on  to 
Grande  Croiz,  and  ohange  at  that 
place,  thus  saving  much  delay,  and 
reaching  Modane,  or  perhaps  St.  Jean 
and  Chamh^ry,  from  Turin  m  one  day. 
Time  actually  occupied  on  the  road, 
1857 :— SusatoMolajret,2hr8.;  Grande 
Croix,  2  hrs. ;  I7th  Refiige,  1  hr. 
10  min.:  Lanslebourg,  50  min.;  Mo> 
dane,  2  hrs.  25  min.;  St.  Jean,  2  br;. 
85  min.  Total:  Susa  to  St.  Jean,  11 
hrs.,  exclusive  of  stoppages.] 


BOUTE  156. 

MONT  CENIS  TO  SUSA,  BY  THE  LITTLE 
MONT  CENIS  AND  THE  COL  DE 
CLAIR^E. 

Those  who  would  make  an  excur* 
sion  by  the  Little  Mont  Cenis,  a  sin- 
gularly wild  route,  instead  of  quietly 
descending  by  the  high  road  from  the 
lake  on  the  Mont  Cenis  to  Susa,  may 
accomplish  it  in  9  hrs.  steady  walking* 
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Turin  may  be  reached  the 
by  a  late  train  from  Sasa. 

None  but  a  practised  monntaineer 
should  attempt  this  very  interesting 
route,  as  the  path  along  the  water- 
course traversing  the  Ui!ce  of  the  pre- 
cipices above  the  Yal  de  Clairee  is 
not  adapted  for  thoee  who  hare  weak 
heads.  Take  provisions.  The  post- 
house  of  the  Mont  Cenis  (Bte.  154) 
is  left  by  a  path  which  descends  di- 
rectly to  the  lake,  then,  skirtina^  its 
upper  bcHrder  and  across  the  meaoows, 
it  soon  ascends  rapidly  towards  the 
pasturages  which  lead  to  the  ehilets 
of  the  Little  Mont  Cenis,  which  are 
distant  from  the  posthouse  2  hrs.  The 
mountain  slopes  around  the  plain  of 
the  Mont  Gems  offer  some  of  the  rich- 
est pasturages  in  the  Alns;  those 
whtcn  lead  to  the  Little  Mont  Cenis 
are  of  great  extent. 

A  very  little  way  beyond  the  cha- 
lets of  the  Little  Mont  Cents  the  col 
is  attained,  and  the  valley  which  de- 
scends to  Bramante,  in  me  valley  of 
the  Arc  and  which  lies  at  right  angles 
with  the  path  across  the  col,  is  seen 
through  a  great  part  of  its  length. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  this  vsjiey 
rises  the  peak  of  the  Grand  Yallon; 
and  a  little  on  the  left,  from  a  deep 
turn  in  the  valley  below,  called  the 
Combe  d'Ambin,  rises  one  of  the  finest 
peaks  in  this  part  of  the  Alps,  the 
Mont  d'Ambin:  on  its  summit  is  one 
of  the  stations  used  in  the  trian- 
gulation  and  measure  of  an  arc  of 
Uie  meridian  across  the  great  chain. 
The  entire  crest  of  the  Ambin  is 
covered  with  glaciers,  and  every  crue 
is  traced  by  a  white  bed  of  snow 
that  rests  within  it.  At  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  valley  of  Bramante 
the  mountains  of  the  Yanoise  dose 
the  view. 

To  ascend  this  valley  it  is  necessary 
to  mount  from  the  col  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  directly  up  some  rocks, 
and  continue  for  a  short  time  on  that 
side  of^he  mountain;  the  path  after- 
wards'^^desceads  among  vast  rocks 
which  atrew  this  sterile-looking  val- 
ley; and,  keeping  always  on  the 
right  4if  the  ravine  below,  which 
forms  file  Combe  d* Ambin,  through 


which  a  stream,  like  a  thread  of  silver, 
flows,  the  path  ascends  up  a  rugged 
and  broken  course  until  it  reaches  the 
ch&lets  of  Saomes.  Here  there  is  a 
little  spot  of  meadow  land,  and  some 
scanty  herbage  on  the  slopes  of  the 
valley.  On  the  left,  a  nigged  path 
leads  across  from  the  posthouse  on 
the  Cenis  by  some  little  lakes  in  the 
mountains  of  Baxd,  to  this  valley, 
above  the  ciiiUets  of  Savines:  it  is 
rather  shorter,  but  more  fatiguing, 
than  that  by  the  Little  Mont  Cenis. 
Wolves  are  not  uncommon  in  the 
forest  of  Bramante,  lower  down  the 
valley;  the  dogs  kept  at  the  ehilets 
of  Savines  are  of  great  power,  having 
their  nedcs  armed  with  spiked  col- 
lars. The  wolves  here  are  proba- 
bly the  successors  of  those  ravenoas 
rascals  &at  gobbled  up  Walpole's 
poor  little  dog  Toby,  as  his  master 
passed  with  Uie  poet  Gray  at  the 
toot  of  this  forest  on  his  way  into 
Italy. 

Aoove  the  meadows  of  Savines,  the 
path  rises  amidst  rocks  and  stones,  and 
at  length  reaches  a  little  lake  in  an 
elevated  plain,  in  which  all  seems  de- 
solate, solitary,  and  sterile.  The  black 
precipices  of  the  motmtain  of  Bard 
on  the  left  hand  and  those  of  the 
Mont  d' Ambin  on  the  ri^ht,  bound 
its  sides:  from  the  Ambin  glaciers 
sweep  down  to  the  lake,  and  small 
cataracts,  from  the  melting  of  the  ice 
on  either  side,  mark  their  courses  by 
light  lines  that  stream  down  the  preci- 
pices, and  make  their  dark  masses  still 
blacker.  Amidst  this  apparent  ste- 
rility thousands  of  gentianellas,  ra- 
nunculus glacialis,  violets  of  the  rich- 
est fragrance,  and  a  hundred  other 
Alpine  flowers,  grow  and  bloom  un- 
seen, in  every  swampy  spot,  and  be- 
tween the  stones  with  which  the  plain 
and  col  are  covered. 

This  lake  is  filled  by  the  meltings 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Mont  d'Ambin. 
It  is  called  the  Lac  Blanc,  or  Lac  de 
Savines:  it  is  about  1  m.  long.  At 
its  upper  extremity  is  a  low  ridge 
certainly  not  a  hundred  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  lake.  This  is  a  crest  of  the 
great  chain,  the  Col  de  Clairee^  also 
called  CM  da  Clapier;  across  it  two 
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paths  lie— that  on  the  rt,  by  a  wild 
and  difiicult  course,  leads  o^er  the 
0>l  de  TouiUes  to  Salabertrand,  in  the 
Val  d'Exilles. 

The  route  to  Susa  lies  on  the  left : 
by  it  the  descent  from  the  Col  de 
Cflairee  is  down  a  steep  and  rockj 
hollow,  which  terminates  at  the  cross- 
ing of  a  bright  stream  near  a  pas- 
turage. This  spot,  where  wine  may 
be  cooled  in  the  stream,  is  a  delicious 
place  of  rest.  At  the  first  moment 
It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  descent 
is  to  be  efiected.  The  traveller  stands 
upon  a  platform,  seemingly  sur- 
rounded by  precipitous  rocks;  and 
there  will  oe  little  disposition  imme- 
diately to  seek  a  path,  for  from  this 
spot  one  of  the  most  interesting  views 
in  the  Alps  is  presented.  Imme- 
diately below  is  the  deep  basin  and 
narrow  valley  of  the  Clairee,  which 
is  almost  always  filled  with  vapour 
that  seems  to  boil  as  in  a  caldron; 
when  the  clouds  from  it  rise  hi^h 
enough  to  catch  the  current  of  air, 
thev  disperse. 

Beyond  this  valley,  the  mountain 
above Chaumont,  in  the  Yal  d'Exilles, 
bounds  the  view ;  but,  turning  to- 
wards the  left,  the  Combe  of  Susa  is 
seen  over  the  intervening  mountains, 
even  to  its  termination  in  the  plains 
of  Piedmont,  stretching  away  to  the 
horison  far  beyond  the  hill  of  the 
Superga. 

On  the  rt.  are  the  steep  rocks,  which 
must  be  climbed  by  those  who  would 
go  from  the  Col  de  Clairee  po  the  Col 
de  Touilles.  Though  long  and  ex- 
tremely steep,  the  descent  will  pre- 
sent no  real  difficulty  to  a  practised 
cragsman ;  but  none  other  should 
attempt  it  without  a  guide.  In  look- 
ing back  when  the  head  of  the  Val  de 
Clairie  has  been  reached,  it  is  not  easy 
to  trace  the  line  of  descent  over  rocks 
that  in  places  seem  quite  precipitous. 

*•  The  pass  of  the  Clairee  is,  on 
the  Italian  side,  the  steepest  that  I 
have  ever  traversed.  This  was  one  of 
the  many  difficult  passes  by  vhich 
the  Yaudois,  in  1687,  under  their 
pastor  and  captain,  Henri  Amaud, 
returned  to  th6ir  valleys.  They  had, 
after  enterihg  Savoy,  wandered  by  a 


course  rather  difficult  to  trace,  until 
they  had  crossed  the  Col  de  Bon- 
homme,  whence  they  descended  into 
the  Tarentaise,  traversed  the  Mont 
Iseran  into  the  valley  of  the  Arc  ; 
thence  by  the  Mont  Cenis,  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis,  and  the  Col  de  Clairee, 
into  the  valley  of  the  Clairee*  Here 
they  encountered  the  troops  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  prevented 
their  entry  into  the  valley  of  Exilles 
by  the  Cmiree,  and  they  were  com- 
pelled to  return  and  cross  tiie  Col  de 
Touilles,  from  which  the  southern 
branch  of  the  Clairee,  called  the  Ci-> 
auri,  flows.  Hie  account  of  their 
suflerings,  before  they  cleared  these 
mountain  passes,  and  so  sigpnally  de* 
feated  their  enemies  at  the  bridge  of 
Salabertrand,  forms  a  part  of  one  of 
the  most  interesting*  narratives  ever 
published  ;  it  was  written  by  Henri 
Amaud  himself,  their  colonel  and 
pastor.* 

**  The  recollection  of  their  perilous 
adventures,"  says  the  author  of  •  Ex- 
cursions in  the  Alps,'  **wa»  vividly 
recalled  whilst  sitting  on  a  spot  which 
they  also  had  visited,  resting  ourselves 
fh>m  a  fktiguing  descent  which  they 
had  encountered,  and  in  sight  of  the 
savage  mountain  of  Les  Touilles,  by 
whicn  they  were  compelled  to  retreaty 
and  encounter  yet  rurther  dangers. 
The  few  miserable  huts  near  us  were 
uninhabited,  and  neither  affi>rded 
shelter  nor  food.  Continuing  our 
route,  we  kept  close  to  the  torrent, 
from  which  a  lar^  stream  was  s^Mi- 
rated  for  irrigation.  By  the  side  of 
the  channel  of  this  stream  we  con- 
tinued some  way  ;  then  the  road  sank 
below  it;  afterwards  we  ascended 
rapidly  by  a  steep  path  cut  out  at  the 
foot  of  precipices,  which  rose  in  un- 
broken granaeur  directly  over  us. 

**  Along  the  face  of  these  rocks  the 
channel  for  the  watercourse  was  cut ; 
and  though,  at  our  greatest  elevation 
above  the  valley  of  Clairee,  we  were 

•  It  WM  tntnaUted  by  the  kte  Rngfi  Dyke 
Acland,  from  •  na^  «opyi  under  the  title  of 
*The  6k»noiu  Reeiyvery  by  the  Vudok  of 
their  Valleya.'  The  beit  account  of  tlie 
Yandois  is  to  be  found  in  the  H-orka  of  the  iale 
Rev.  D.  GiUy, 
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at  least  a  thousand  feet  higher  than 
the  natural  bed  of  the  torrent,  we 
were  still  below  the  head  of  the  arti- 
ficial channel  whence  its  waters  flowed 
rapidly  towards  us.  It  was  difficult 
to  bebeye  the  fact  before  our  eyes ; 
and,  as  we  looked  back  into  the  short, 
deep,  narrow  valley  that  we  had  left, 
and  whilst  we  saw  the  Clairee  foam- 
ing down  its  course,  the  aqueduct 
seemed  to  ascend  steeply  from  the 
▼alley.  This  wator  is  ted  round  the 
brow  of  the  mountain  to  Irrigate  the 
meadows  above  Jaillon.  From  the 
highest  point  of  our  passage  the  view 
up  the  valley  of  the  Doire  to  Exilles 
was  very  fine  ;  and  immediately  after 
passinff  this  point,  the  Combe  of  Susa 

Sienea  to  us  from  between  the  Roche 
elon  and  the  Col  de  Fendtre,  to  the 
plains  beyond  Turin.  We  soon  fell 
into  the  high  road  from  the  Mont 
Cenis;  and  about  7  o'clock  reached  the 
Hdtel  de  la  Poste  at 

gfuaa  Station  (Rto.  154)." 

It  is  possible  to  follow  the  water- 
oourse  from  the  point  where  it  diverges 
from  the  Clairee,  along  the  face  of  the 
precipice,  and  joining  the  road  of  the 
Mont  Cenis  1  hr.  above  Susa,  thereby 
saving  some  time.  A  steady  head  is 
necessary. 
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Ktt.  Eiig.m. 
Chambfiy. 

HoDtmeltea     .     .  is  a     9 

CSuunoowet      .     .  13  ss      8 

AlbertviUe  .     .     .  23  »  14i 

HoaUexB     .     .     .  28  »  ITi 

Aime     ....  16  s  10 

Bourg  St  Maurice .  14  »     8# 

Leagues. 

Ste.  Fol 2i 

Tlgnee 3# 

Laval U 

Bonneval 4^ 

Lansleboarg 4 

Railway  to  Chamousset  Stat  (Rte. 
154),  from  whence  diligences  run  to 
Moutiers  in  about  6  hrs. 


The  road  crosses  the  Is^re  dose 
to  the  station,  and  then  goes  up  the 
valley  on  the  d^ke  whicn  has  been 
formed  to  retain  the  river.  The 
mountains  on  each  side  slope  upwards 
gradually  and  irregularlv,  so  as  to 
aflbrd  views  of  the  higher  villages 
and  pastures,  and  occasionally  of  the 
summits.  The  road  itself  is  ver^ 
straight,  bare,  level,  and  dusty,  until 
it  reaches 

AlbertviUe  (described  in  Rte.  150). 

Here  our  road  takes  a  sharp  turn 
to  the  S.,  following  the  course  of  the 
Is^re,  and  entering  the  district  dis- 
tingruished  as  the  Tarentaise.  The 
roM  lies  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Is^re, 
through  a  succession  of  beautifbl 
scenes.  The  lower  ranges  of  the 
mountains  are  richly  wooded,  the 
valley  narrow,  retired,  and  pastoral 
in  its  character.  The  ruins  of 
Castles  are  often  seen,  on  heiehte 
that  jut  out  on  rocks  in  commanding 
situations  from  the  rich  backgroun<u 
of  forest  trees;  and  the  road  itself 
winds  through  pleasant  shades  over- 
hung by  walnut  or  chestnut  trees. 

Immediately  after  leaving  Albert- 
viUe the  river  Arly  is  crossed,  and 
then  the  old  town  of  Conjhns  (see 
Rte.  150)  is  seen  on  a  rock  to  the  L 
The  next  village  is  La  Batie  (Obli- 
mum),  with  a  ruined  castle,  and  the 
next  of  any  importance  is  Bocks' 
CavmSf  which  is  about  half-way  be- 
tween Conflans  and  Moutiers.  About 
10  miles  from  Conflans,  near  the 
hamlet  of  Petit  Coeur,  there  is  a  fine 
cataract,  which  dashes  down  amidst 
immense  rocks, — a  spot  formipg  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  general  fer- 
tility and  repose  of  the  valley.  About 
3  m.  farther  the  valley  opens  into  a 
rich  little  plain,  where  the  pretty  vil- 
lage of  AignebknchsL  is  situated.  Here 
Uie  road  rises  for  some  distance,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  deep  gorge  through 
which  the  Is^re  passes,  and  then 
descends  again  to 

Moutiers  Tarentaise  (Inn:  Couronne, 
improved  under  M.  Visioz,  good  cui- 
sine. The  innkeepers  in  the  Ta- 
rentaise, and  in  many  other  parte 
of  Savoy,  are  well-disposed  to  prey 
upon    strangers  s    the    chains   are 
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often  reasonable  enough,  bat  they  arp 
apt  to  attempt  extortion  wherever  it 
is  likely  to  be  successful),  situated 
on  the  confluence  of  the  Is^re  and 
thel>oronorBozeL  Inhab.2000.  This 
capital  of  the  Tarentaise  derives  its 
present  name  from  an  old  monastery, 
which  was  built  in  the  5th  cent,  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  ancient  Daren- 
tasia.  The  history  of  its  church  is 
perfect  from  its  first  archbishopric  in 
420  to  its  last  in  1793,  a  period  of  1373 
years.  The  city  now  contains  an  hos- 
pital for  the  poor,  which  was  founded 
in  the  10th  century,  and  an  Ecole  des 
Mine8^  with  a  laboratory  for  practical 
examination  of  the  productions  of  the 
mines  of  Pesey. 

The  ScJi-vorks,  now  the  distinguish- 
ing^ feature  of  Moutiers, produce  nearly 
1 500  tons  of  salt  yearly,  extracted  from 
three  springs  rising  at  the  base  of  a 
vast  mass  of  limestone,  in  the  deep 
ravine  of  the  Boron,  about  a  mile 
above  its  junction  with  the  Isdre. 
They  are  warm,  and  the  strongest 
99°  Fahrenheit.  During  the  great 
earthquake  of  Lisbon,  the  salines  of 
Moutiers  ceased  to  flow  for  48  hours : 
when  the  reflux  took  place  the  quan- 
tity was  increased,  but  the  saline  im- 
Eregnation  was  weaker.  The  brine 
as  scarcely  half  the  strength  of  that 
of  sea-water;  yet  it  is  worked  to  some 
profit  by  the  simplicity  of  the  process, 
and  the  use  of  water  as  the  motive 
power  for  the  pumps.  There  are  3 
great  evaporating-honses  filled  with 
^■^ggots  of  black-thorn.  The  water 
from  the  springs  is  pumped  to  the  top 
of  these,  and  alloweid  to  pass  through 
perforated  canals,  slowly  dropping 
through  the  woodstacks  and  spread- 
ing over  the  extensive  surface  of  the 
branches.  By  this  process  the  sul- 
phate of  lime  attaches  itself  to  the 
wood,  and  a  large  part  of  the  watery 
particles  evaporate,  so  that  the  pro- 
portion of  salt  after  each  operation  is 
nearly  doubled.  After  parsing  through 
3  sets  of  faggots  the  brine  is  passed 
through  a  house  of  ropes,  down  which 
the  brine  trickles. 

When  the  brine  has  gone  through 
the  4  stages,  and  ac<^uired  the  strength 
of  20  per  cent,  it  is  conducted  into 


boiling  pans,  and  the  salt  is  crystal- 
lised in  the  usual  manner. 

By  this  system  of  evaporation  by  the 
air,  only  one  sixteenth  of  the  fuel  is 
consumed  which  would  be  required  for 
evaporating  the  weak  brine  as  it  conaes 
£rom  the  springs.  The  faggots  are 
changed  once  in  5  or  6  years:  they 
acquire  a  coating  of  selenite  which, 
when  broken  off,  resembles  the  stems 
and  branches  of  encrinites.  These 
works  belong  to  the  government,  and 
produce  about  6000  quintals  of  salt 
annually.  The  w'liole  is  readily 
shown  for  a  small  fee. 

The  diligence  from  Montiers  to 
Bourg  in  1859  started  at  3*30  a.m^ 
and  it  was  not  easy  to  get  any  oUier 
conveyance.  The  walk  is  somewhat 
lon^  and  dusty  along  the  high-road. 

The  road,  leaving  the  Uttle  basin  of 
Moutiers  to  ascend  the  Isdre,  goes 
through  some  thoroughly  Swiss  pas- 
toral scenery,  and  then  passes  through 
a  gorge  which  opens  at  the  yillage  of 
St.  Marcel,  The  scenery  arouiw  is 
very  fine  and  picturesque,  but  the 
inhabitants  present  the  filthy  and 
decrepit  appearance  which  is  too 
common  in  these  regions.  The  road, 
which  formerly  passed  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Is^re,  now  rises  high  on 
the  right  bank,  and  is  carried  over  a 
neck  of  rock  at  a  great  height  aboye 
the  torrent  The  view  looking  down 
and  back  upon  St  Marcel  from  the 
rock  is  venr  fine.  This  road  was 
made  by  V ictor  Emanuel,  Duke  of 
Savoy,  in  1766. 

The  valley  opens  above  this  defile; 
and  immediately  beyond  it,  below  the 
road,  is  seen  the  village  of  Centron, 
still  preserving  the  name  of  the  Cen- 
trones,  an  Alpine  people  who  inha- 
bited this  valley. 

Ame  (Axuma),  one  of  the  chief 
towns  of  the  Centrones,  which,  ac- 
cording to  inscriptions  found  there, 
was  called  Forum  Claudii  before 
the  name  of  Axuma  was  given  to 
it  On  a  hill  above  it  there  are  the 
remains  of  Boman  fortifications,  some 
round  towers  of  great  antiquity,  both 
in  the  town  and  on  the  site  of  the 
ancient  fort,  are  still  standing,  the 
masonry  having  been  strong  enough 
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to  hold  together  through  so  manj- 
ages.  On  the  lower  side  of  the  town 
is  a  very  curious  crypt  of  great  anti- 

Sdty,  containing  a  Koman  tomb  or 
tar.  Above  it  is  the  comparatiTely 
modem  ruined  chapel  of  an  ex-con- 
vent, in  the  walls  of  which  are  stones 
bearing  Roman  inscriptions,  one  in 
honour  of  Trajan.  From  the  crypt 
it  is  said  that  the  commencement  of 
a  subterraneous  passage  was  traced 
for  some  distance.  The  village  was 
overwhelmed  by  a  landslip  in  the  13th 
cent.,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
the  present  crypt  was  previously  on 
the  level  of  the  ground.  Below  the 
old  convent  are  the  remains  of  a 
castle,  which,  though  poor  and  bar- 
barous enough,  was  the  residence  of 
a  powerful  family.  It  is  related  that 
a  member  of  this  family,  being  de- 
feated in  a  lawsuit,  requested  time 
to  produce  further  evidence  in  his 
favour.  Soon  afterwards  he  caught 
one  of  the  judges,  and  sent  his  head 
to  the  other  judges,  as  the  further 
evidence.  [About  an  hour's  walk 
from  Aime,  on  the  mountains  to  the 
S.,  are  the  lead-mines  of  MacotA 

The  valley  above  Aime,  though 
fine,  is  not  so  picturesque  as  below ; 
and  the  road,  ihoufh  still  a  diligence- 
road,  is  not  so  good. 

The  vine  grows  as  far  as  the  vil- 
lage of  Bellentre,  which  is  nearly  op- 
posite to  the  village  and  vaUey  of 
Landri,  that  lead  to  Uie  mines  oiPesey^ 
which,  with  those  of  Macot,  are  the 
most  celebrated  in  Savoy.  They  are 
situated  near  the  foot  of  the  glacier 
of  the  Mont  Pourri,  and  more  than 
5000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea: 
the  ore  is  a  fine-grained  sulphuret  of 
lead;  it  contains  about  60  ounces  of 
silver  per  ton.  These  mines  in  1785 
yielded  annually  about  4000  marks  of 
silver,  and  40,000  quintals  of  lead: 
they  are  now  less  productive.  The 
height  of  the  mines  is  a  serious  ob- 
stacle to  their  being  worked  to  great 
advantage. 

Up  the  yaUey  of  Pesey  a  fine  view 
is  obtained  of  the  glaciers  and  snows 
of  the  Mont  Foum,  sometimes  called 
Chaffe-Quarre. 

As  the  valley  is  ascended,  the  pass 


of  the  Little  St  Bernard  (Rte.  149) 
opens  to  the  observer  a  more  obvious 
course  than  that  of  the  road  up  the 
Isdre,  which  turns  again  from  St. 
Kaurice  to  the  E.  and  S.S.E.,  and 
continues  in  this  direction  to  its  source. 

Bourg  St  Maurice  (Berigentrum). 
Inn:  H.  des  Voyageurs,  tolerable. 
(Rte.  149.) 

Thus  far  up  the  Val  Isere  there  is 
a  diligence  road,  but  beyond  St.  Mau- 
rice it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  explore 
the  vaUey  upwards,  to  go  on  horseoack 
or  on  foot,  until  the  road  now  in  pro* 
gress  is  complete.  It  requires  one 
aay  to  go  from  Bourg  St.  Maurice  to 
La  Val,  and  another  across  the  Col 
d'Iseran  to  Lanslebourg  and  the  Mont 
Cenis.  The  Inna  above  this  are  bad 
and  extortionate. 

From  Bourg  St  Maurice  to  Ste. . 
Foi  (see  Rte.  148),  3  hrs.  The  ap- 
proach to  Ste.  Foi  from  the  meadows 
below  it  offers  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful scenes  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps. 
Having  climbed  the  tortuous  and  dim- 
cult  chaussee  which  leads  to  the  village, 
the  route  continues  for  a  long  way  by 
a  wild  and  lofty  path  on  the  moun- 
tain side,  high  above  the  torrent, 
through  the  vUlage  of 

La  Tuille  de  Ste.  Foi,  where  a  good 
guide  and  sportsman,  Fran9ois  Ruet, 
resides.  He  can  accommodate  two 
or  three  travellers,  and  can  furnish 
trout  from  the  Lac  de  Tignes.  The 
Inns  at  La  Tuille  are  bad,  out  Ruet  is 
honest  and  trustworthy.  Bears  and 
chamois  occur  here. 

[From  La  Tuille  de  Sainte  Foi,  or 
Tignes,  an  interesting  excursion  may 
be  made  to  a  peak  called  La  Cfoix  de 
Feuillette,  one  of  Uie  minor  peaks  of 
the  Ormelime,  the  highest  point  in  the 
range  between  the  Col  du  Mont  and 
the  Col  du  Clou.  It  commands  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  the  chain  of  Mont 
Blanc,  and  of  a  great  portion  of  the 
Savoy  Alps.  It  is  possible  on  the 
same  day  to  ascend  to  the  summit  of 
the  Col  du  Clou,  a  pass  communicating 
vnth  the  Val  Grisanche  and  Ivrogne 
in  the  Val  d'AosU  (Rte.  148).  The 
scenery  towards  the  summit  of  the 
Col  is  wild  and  striking,  but  there  is 
no  extensive  view.  The  descent  into 
T  3 
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the  Yal  Grisanchc  from  the  highest 
point  (which  must  be  near  9000  ft. 
above  the  sea)  lies  over  steep  slopes 
of  snow  and  debris.  This  would  be 
the  most  direct  course  from  Lansle- 
bourg  to  Aosta  (see  Rte.  148).  Tlxe 
path  taken  in  returning  from  the 
Cul  to  La  Tuille  is  very  interesting, 
lying  through  varied  and  striking 
scenery.] 

The  deep  ravine  is  too  narrow  to 
allow  the  path  to  run  near  to  the 
torrenU  On  the  opposite  side  the 
glaciers  that  stretch  from  the  Chaffe- 
Quarre  along  the  crest  of  the  moun- 
tains, offer  a  scene  of  grandeur  scarcely 
to  be  surpassed  in  the  Western  Alps. 
The  finest  view  is,  perhaps,  opposite 
the  village  of  La  Gur«^  which  seems 
to  be  overhung  by  the  glacier  above 
it.  More  than  once  this  village  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  fall  of  ice 
and  rocks ;  out  the  danger  is  defied 
for  the  sake  of  the  little  land  which 
its  terrace  above  the  Is^re  affords. 
From  the  melting  glaciers  above,  the 
white  lines  of  many  falls  seem  to 
stream  down  upon  the  village. 

Soon  after  passing  La  Gure  the 
road  ascends  to  a  ri(&e,  which  being 
crossed,  the  path  lea&  steeply  down 
to  the  Is^re  in  the  depth  of  the  ravine. 
Here  overhanging  rocks  darken  the 
pass,  and  a  frague  bridge,  in  a  wild 
situation  over  a  lateral  stream,  en- 
ables the  traveller  to  ascend  the  valley. 
A  little  beyond  this  brid^  the  defile 
opens  into  the  plain  and  village  of 

Brerieres,  Here  the  Is^re  is  crossed, 
and  the  path  ascends  on  the  other 
side  through  a  rugged  nine  forest, 
where  the  path  is  carriea  very  high 
to  avoid  a  ravine.  In  passing  over 
this  ridge,  there  is  one  spot  where  a 
cleft  in  Uie  mountain  side  can  be  passed 
only  upon  the  trees,  rocks,  and  stones, 
which  the  peasants  have  jammed  into 
it,  to  form  a  path,  which  thence  de- 
scending almost  to  the  river  side,  con- 
tinues a  short  way  only,  before  an- 
other expansion  of  the  valley  forms  a 
little  well-cultivated  plain,  in  which 
lies  the  chief  village  of  the  valley, — 

^i^ntf»(3ihrs.fromSte.Foi).  There 
is  a  small  and  dirty  /nn,  kept  by 
Florentin  BeviaL     The  charges  for 


very  poor  accommodation  and  bad 
food  are  equal  to  those  of  a  regular 
hotel.  The  approach  to  it,  issuing 
from  the  defile  below,  is  very  striking. 
The  inhabitants  are  robust  and  inde- 
pendent, and  are  great  breeders  of 
mules  and  cattle.  This  mountain  vil- 
lage is  beautifully  situated,  about 
5500  ft.  above  the  sea,  at  the  fbot  of 
the  AvjuUle  de  la  Sassiere,  the  highest 
point  in  the  main  chain  of  the  Alps 
between  Mont  Blanc  and  Monte  Yiao. 
The  summit  was  reached  by  Mr.  W. 
Mathews  in  1860,  and  is  said  to  com- 
mand a  magnificent  view  of  the 
western  portion  of  the  Alpine  chain. 
From  Tignes  there  is  a  pass  called 
the  Col  de  Bhimes^  or  Col  de  GoUtta^ 
leading  by  the  Yid  de  Rhymes  to  the 
Yal  d' Aosta.  There  are  two  passes 
leading  to  Lanslebourg  and  the  Mau- 
rienne;  the  most  frequented  is  that 
by  the  Col  d'Iseran.  Another  more 
interesting,  and  rather  shorter,  but 
higher  and  more  laborious,  is  called 
the  Coldela  Leisse, 

[A  rough  bridle-road  mounts  ftom 
near  the  village  of  Tignes  to  the  Lac 
de  Tignes.  Thence,  keeping  to  the 
rt.  of  the  lake,  a  faintly-marked  path, 
after  skirting  its  shores  for  some  dis- 
tance, ascends  towards  the  S.W.,  and 
without  much  difficulty  leads  to  the 
wild  nearly  level  tract  of  snow-fields 
and  debris  which  form  the  col  (about 
9200  ft.).  Chamois  are  here  freouent. 
The  descent  lies  through  a  wild  and 
dreary  glen  filled  on  either  side  by 
masses  of  d^ris,  over  which  to  the 
N.  hangs  a  magnificent  peak,  called 
La  Oronde 'Motte,  There  is  no  path, 
but  it  will  be  better  to  keep  first  to 
the  rt  side  of  the  valley,  then  to  cross 
the  stream  over  some  of  the  snow- 
bridges  which  subsist  through  the  sum- 
mer, returning  again  to  the  northern 
side  (though  out  of  the  direct  course), 
if  the  traveller  seek  some  rest  and 
refreshment  at  Entre  -  deux  -  Eanx, 
6  hrs.  from  Tignes.  Thence  the  route 
to  Lanslebourg  lies  over  the  Flan  du 
Loup,  as  descnbed  Rte.  157.  A  guide 
is  required  for  this  route.] 

In  taking  the  route  up  the  valley 
of  the  Isere,here  called  Val  de  Tignet^ 
from  Tignes  to  the  Col  d'Iseran,  a 
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steep  nigged  path  leads  up  the  moun- 
tain side,  to  pass  another  of  those  ra- 
vines, which  in  this  valley  so  singu- 
larly alternate  with  the  little  plains. 

This,  the  last,  separates  tne  plain 
of  Tignes  from  that  of  LavaL  The 
forest  trees,  from  their  greater  eleva- 
tion, are  more  stunted,  the  rocks  more 
denuded,  and  the  whole  passage  be- 
tween the  two  villages  is  unmatched 
in  savage  wildness.  In  the  midst,  a 
fragile  bridge  crosses  the  torrent, 
and  soon  after  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self in  the  plain  of  Laval;  where 
barley  is  raised,  and  where  irrigation 
is  so  well  managed,  that  there  is  an 
appearance  of  luxuriant  vegetation. 
I^val  is  1^  hr.  above  Tignes,  and 
is  the  highest  church  village  in  the 
Val  Is^re :  it  is  surrounded  b v  lofty 
mountains,  which  are  crested  with 
snow  and  glaciers.  At  the  head  of 
the  valley,  the  Col  de  Galese  can 
easily  be  seen.    (Bte.  147.) 

A  miserable  hovel  calledan  inn  is  the 
only  place  of  reception  at  LavcU,  From 
Tignes  to  Lanslebourg  is  a  day's 
journey  of  9^  hrs.  If,  however,  Uie 
traveller  intend  to  cross  the  Galese  to 
the  Yal  d*Orca  in  Piedmont,  he  can- 
not sleep  too  near  the  glaciers,  in 
order  to  pass  them  at  an  earl^  hour. 
Laval  should  in  this  case  be  his  rest- 
ing place.  It  is  centraUy  placed  in 
a  noble  country,  and  only  wants  a 
better  inn.  Besides  the  Col  d'Iseran, 
there  are  3  passes  leading  from  LavaL 
1.  A  path  to  the  W.,  ioining  that  from 
Tignes  to  the  Col  de  la  Leisse,  near 
the  summit  of  the  pass.  2.  By  the 
Col  de  Rhdmes  to  Aosta,  shorter  but 
higher  than  the  Galese,  and  reputed 
more  hazardous.  This  may  be  taken 
as  conveniently  from  Tignes,  with  a 
variation  in  the  ascent.  3.  To  Ceresol 
by  the  Col  de  Galese  (Bte.  147). 
The  two  last  are  difficult 

To  cross  the  Col  cTIseran  (from  La- 
val to  Bonneval  is  a  walk  of  4^  hrs.) 
the  path  ascends  gradually  from  the 
valley,  by  a  stunted  pine  forest.  There 
is  a  hamlet  called  Fomo,  or  Fomei, 
further  upthe  valley  on  the  route  to  the 
Galese,  but  this  is  avoided,  and  by  the 
time  the  traveller  arrives  opposite  to  it 
he  has  attained  a  great  elevation.  The 


path  to  the  Col  mounts  in  zigzags  on 
the  L  bank  of  the  Isere,  and  may 
require  a  guide  for  some  distance, 
as  the  course  is  confused  by  sheep- 
tracks  leading  to  different  pasturages, 
and  the  true  path  is  only  known  by 
bearings:  the  ascent  is  easy.  Some 
crosses  mark  the  loss  of  life  in  these 
solitudes;  in  one  instance  by  murder, 
in  another  a  poor  soldier  was  found 
dead  from  cold  and  exhaustion.  To- 
wards the  summit  the  track  is  well 
marked  by  a  line  of  stone  pyramids, 
each  of  which  has  a  niche  that  would 
afford  some  shelter  in  bad  weather. 
The  soil  produces  myriads  of  flowers, 
and  of  great  variety.  On  looking  back 
upon  the  ridge  of  the  great  chain  the 
view  is  grand,  but  not  so  fine  as  from 
the  Col  de  Galese,  and  during  the 
descent  on  the  other  side.  Here  the 
traveller  looks  over  a  thousand  peaks, 
whose  black  and  scathed  precipices 
appear  to  spring  out  of  the  sea  of 
glaciers  which  extends  from  the  Le- 
vanna  (Rte.  147)  to  the  Boche  Melon 
(Bte.  154). 

From  the  col,  the  coarse  lies  down 
the  denuded  slopes  to  an  elevated 
pasturage,  which  narrows  to  a  valley 
terminating  in  a  defile  above  deep 
precipices,  where  a  cataract  falls 
across  the  path.  From  this  ravine 
the  descent  is  very  rough  and  fa- 
tiguing down  to  the  plain  below, 
where  the  pasturages  and  chalets  of 
St.  Barthel^mi,  belonging  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Bonneval,  omr  abimdant 
summer  resources  to  the  herds  and 
flocks  of  the  proprietors. 

From  these  pfistnrages  the  descent 
is  still  steep  and  wearying.  The 
valley  of  the  Arc  is  seen  below,  and  on 
the  left,  looking  upto  the  head  of  the 
valley,  the  glaciers  of  the  Levanna 
seem  to  fill  it. 

The  first  village  reached  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Arc  is 

Bonneval:  here  the  inn  (kept  by 
Culets,  an  intelligent  chasseur)  is  very 
poor  and  homely,  as  are  all  those  in 
the  valley  above  Lanslebourg,  distant 
4  hrs.  down  the  valley  from  Bonneval. 

[Three  difficult  glacier  passes  lead 
from  Bonneval  into  Piedmont.  1.  By 
the  Col  de  Carro  to  Ceresol,  see  Bte. 
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147.  2.  By  the  Col  cU  Girard,  pawing 
immediately  S.  of  the  sunuuit  of  the 
Levanna  (which  was  reached  by  Mr. 
Co  well  in  ISGO),  leads  in  6  hrs.  to 
Groscamllo^  and  in  4^  hrs.  farther  to 
Iianso  in  Piedmont.  3.  A  longer 
route  lying  for  3  hrs.  over  glacier,  oy 
the  Col  de  la  Sea,  in  9  hrs.  to  Gros- 
cavallo.] 

Nearly  2  hra^  below  BonneYal  ia  the 
village  of  Besscms  (/rm  bad  and  ex- 
tortionate), Just  before  reaching  which 
a  path  turns  off  to  the  1.  up  the  valley 
of  Averole.  [By  the  Vol  (fAveroU 
several  difficult  passes  lead  into  the 
Piedmontese  valleys  of  Ala  and  Viti. 
1.  The  Col  de  Colarin^  leading  to  Ala 
in  6^  hrs ;  from  thence  to  Iauxo  3 
hrs.  2.  The  Col  d*Amaz,  a  very 
ancient  passage,  with  remains  of  a 
paved  track,  now  partly  covered  with 
snow  and  ice,  ana  some  Roman  in* 
scriptions,  leads  in  9  hrs.  iVom  Bes- 
sans  to  Yiu,  and  from  thence,  by 
char-road,  in  2  hrs.  to  Lanzo.  3.  A 
longer  but  easier  route  by  the  Col 
du  Lwitaretf  sometimes  traversed  by 
mules,  leads  to  Viil  in  12  hrs.] 

At  Bessans  the  Arc  is  again  crossed, 
and  a  high  ridge  is  passed  which 
divides  that  commune  from 

Lans  le  ViUard^  a  village  about  a 
league  above  Lanslebourg.  Its  in- 
habitants salt  their  donkeys  for  food 
— a  practice  common  in  the  Taren- 
taise.  Prom  Lans  le  ViUard  a  path 
leads  into  the  ereat  route  of  the 
Mont  Cenis.  If  the  traveller  have 
started  early,  he  may  reach  the  post- 
house  on  the  mountain  on  the  day  of 
his  departure  from  LavaL 

lanslebourg  (Bte.  154.) 


ROUTE  157. 

HOUTIERS    TARENTAISE    TO    LANSLE- 
BOUBO,  BT  THE  COL  DE   TANOIBE. 

A  char  may  be  taken  as  far  as  Pla- 
nay  for  this  journey,  but  beyond,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  a  horse,  or  proceed 
on  foot.  This  pass  may  be  per- 
formed in  one  long  day,  10  J  hrs.  steady 
walking  without  halts. 


The  road  passes  by  the  Salines  of 
Moutiers  (Rte.  156},  and  as<:ending  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  tne  Boron,  reaches 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  Rock  of 
Salins,  situated  opposite  to  the  con- 
fluence of  the  valley  of  Bozel,  or  the 
Doron,  with  that  of  Belletille,  Ascend- 
ing the  latter,  there  are  two  mountain 
passes  :  one  leads  to  St.  Jean  Mau- 
rienne,  the  other  to  St.  Michel,  both 
in  the  valley  of  the  Arc,  either  an 
easy  day's  journey. 

The  Chiteau  de  Salins  was  an- 
ciently the  residence  of  the  archbishop 
of  the  Tarentaise.  Its  ruins  are  si- 
tuated immediately  above  the  salt 
springs,  in  the  valley  below.  These 
are  guarded  with  great  care,  to  pre- 
vent the  people  of  the  country  stealing 
any  of  the  water,  and  malung  their 
own  salt. 

Salins  is  conjectured  to  have  been 
the  site  of  the  ancient  Darentasia. 
The  town  was  destroyed  about  the  end 
of  the  14th  century,  by  a  fall  from 
the  mountains  on  the  W.  This  fall 
of  rocks  and  stones  so  filled  the  val- 
ley that  the  lower  town  was  buried 
beneath  the  mass.  All  that  remained 
were  the  parts  most  elevated.  Subse- 
quent falls  destroyed  what  remained 
except  the  castle,  and  this  has  been 
demolished.  A  few  miserable  houses, 
rebuilt  around  the  Salines,  await  a 
similar  fate  from  the  threatening  ap- 
pearance of  the  rocks  above. 

The  castle,  however,  remained  long 
aft^r  the  destruction  of  the  town  in 
the  14th  century.  Books  still  exist 
which  were  printed  by  Maurice  Mer^ 
million  at  the  chateau  very  soon  after 
the  discovery  of  printing.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  nrst  press  in  Savoy 
was  established  there,  and  that  Mer- 
million  was  the  Caxton  of  the  Ta- 
rentaise. 

Salins  lies  S.  of  Moutiers.  From 
the  confluence,  the  road  into  the  val- 
ley of  Bozel  takes  an  easterly  direc- 
tion through  a  district  rich  in  wood 
and  highly  cultivated,  where  there 
are  many  beautiful  points  of  view. 

Bnda  or  La  Ferri^e,  1^  hr.  from 
Moutiers.  (Inns:  Etablissement  des 
Bains,  best,  and  good;  2  tables-dlidte 
daily,  and  a  reading-room:  there  are 
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others.)  This  village  and  watering- 
place  is  resorted  to  in  summer  by 
invalids  on  accoimt  of  its  mineral 
springs.  It  affords  by  far  the  best 
head-quarters  for  a  traveller  wishing 
to  explore  this  part  of  Savoy.  The 
waters  are  so  much  impregnated  with 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  as  to  be  per- 
fectly detestable  to  the  taste.  The 
temperature  of  the  water  is,  according 
to  Dr.  Socquet,  99^^. 

The  views  are  extremely  fine,  and 
the  neiehboarhood  abouncb  in  beau- 
tiful wiQks;  one  of  the  pleasantest  is 
by  a  footpath  through  the  wood,  at  a 
consideraole  height  above  the  S.  bank 
Qf  the  stream,  towards  Moutiers. 

From  Brida  carriage-roads  lead 
by  either  bank  of  the  Doron  to 
Bozel,  1^  hr*s.  walk.  Between  the 
two  villages  the  country  is  rich 
in  cultivation :  vines  and  fruit- 
trees  in  the  valley,  corn-fields  and 
pasturages  on  the  belts  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  above,  pine-forests,  sur- 
mounted by  snows  and  glaciers,  the 
valley  being  closed  at  the  head  by  the 
mountains  of  Pesey,  and,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  form  in  the  Alps,' 
the  Mont  Pourri. 

A  short  distance  beyond  Bozel  the 
valley  forks.  The  main  branch  of 
the  Doron  issues  from  the  valley  of 
Pralognan,  while  the  other  less  con- 
siderable stream  descends  frt>m  the 
Vai  de  Premou  nearly  due  E,  of  Bozel. 
Half  an  hour  above  the  p<Hnt  where 
the  road  turns  S.  to  Pmognan  is 
Cfiampagny,  at  the  opening  of  the  Yal 
de  Premou.  It  takes  about  S^  hrs. 
steady  walking  to  reach  a  sort  of 
plateau  at  the  nead  of  the  valley,  on 
which  are  several  small  lakes,  of 
which  that  nearest  the  summit  is 
called  Lao  de  Cracalery.  From  this 
point,  by  turning  first  N.,  and  then 
descendmg  to  the  N.W^  the  traveller 
may  reach  the  mines  of  Pesey  (Rte. 
156).  The  direct  course  to  the  rt. 
of  the  lake,  a  litde  N.  of  E.,  leads 
by  the  Col  de  Palet  to  Tignes.  The 
lateral  valleys  of  the  Doron  abound 
with  beautind  scenery,  and  most  of 
them  lead  to  points  of  view  in  the 
mountains  where  some  of  the  finest 
Alpine  scenes  are  presented,  particu* 
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larly  in  the  valley  of  Allues,  and  at 
the  chl^ets  of  Chatelet,  near  the  Col 
de  Forclaz,  whence  Mont  Blanc  can 
be  seen,  and  a  vast  extent  of  the  peaks 
of  the  great  chain. 

The  road  to  Pralognan  passes 'the 
village  of  Villcu-d  Qoitreux,  built  at  the 
junction  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
Doron.  A  char  may  be  taken  as  far 
as  PUmay ;  but  no  time  will  be  saved, 
as  the  ascent  by  the  new  road  is 
steep,  and  the  old  track  keeping 
nearer  to  the  stream  is  more  in- 
teresting. On  the  rt  there  is  a 
cataract,  formed  by  the  fall  of  the 
Doron  into  the  gorge  at  Bellentre, 
and  the  valley  widei^s  to  the  beautiful 
meadows  ana  calm  retirement  of  the 
valley  of  Pralognan. 

Pralognan  has  two  small  Trnis :  that 
of  Marie  Joseph  Favre  is  probably 
the  best,  kept  by  civil  people,  and  not 
very  bad.  As  elsewhere  in  the  ad- 
joining valleys,  there  is  much  con- 
fusion as  to  the  names  of  the  moun- 
tains hereabouts.  The  name  AiguiUe 
de  la  Vanoise  appears  in  many  works, 
but  does  not  appear  to  be  known  in 
the  country.  The  nass  leading  to 
Lanslebourg  is  callea  Col  de  Vcmoise^ 
and  the  tract  of  glacier  south  of  that 
pass  is  the  Qlacier  de  Vanoise.  The 
highest  peak  in  this  part  of  Savoy 
lies  N.  of  the  Col  de  Vanoise,  between 
Pralognan  and  the  Yal  de  Premou  ; 
it  is  called  in  the  country  the  Grande 
Casse,  but  is  probably  the  point  which 
has  been  measured  as  the  Aiguille  de 
Vanoise.  The  height  is  at  least  1 2,700 
Enj^ft. 

[Two  passes  lead  from  Pralognan 
to  the  vaQey  of  the  Arc,  more  direct, 
but  hieher  and  more  difficult,  than 
the  Col  de  Vanoise.  Both  passes 
are  approached  by  following  the  val- 
ley of  the  Doron  to  the  chiUets  of 
La  Motte.  A  little  above  this  the 
valley  divides;  the  l.-hand  ravine  leads 
in  6  hrs.  by  the  Cb/  d'Aussois  over 
some  considerable  snow-fields  to  Aus- 
sois,  near  to  Fort  Lesseillon  (Bte.  1 54). 
The  scenery  on  both,  sides  is  very 
fine,  and  near  the  last  chalets  on  the 
N.  side  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  seen  over  all  the  inter- 
!  mediate  ranges.    The  pass  which  lies 
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at  the  head  of  the  rt.-hand  or  W. 
branch  of  the  Doron  is  the  Col  de 
Chevriere,  or  Chavierey  leading  directly 
to  Modane.  It  is  probably  a  very 
interesting  pass,  but  information  is 
reuired.J 

The  ascent  from  Pralognan  to  the 
Col  de  Yanoise  is  very  wild  and  pic- 
turesque. In  about  an  hour  a  green 
valley  with  a  gproup  of  ch&lets,  called 
La  Gli^re  de  Pralognan,  is  reached. 
A  sharp  pinnacle  of  rock  is  seen  in 
the  centre  of  the  ridge  in  the  direction 
of  the  pass.  It  is  possible  to  pass  on 
either  side  of  this,  but  the  regular 
track  passes  to  the  N.  of  it.  The 
ascent  is  rough,  ip  part  over  moraine, 
and  the  scenery  wild  and  dreary. 
From  the  summit  there  is  a  fine  view 
of  the  Grande  Casse,  ascended  for  the 
first  time  in  1800  by  Mr.  W.  Mathews 
with  two  guides.  The  track  on  both 
sides  of  the  col  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  in  good  weather  a  mountaineer 
will  scarcely  require  a  guide.  Near 
the  top  are  3  little  lakes,  the  source  of 
streams  which  descend  on  one  side  to 
the  Doron,  and  on  the  other  to  the 
Arc  On  the  rieht,  enormous  glaciers 
are  seen,  which  extend  to  the  Jioche 
C/ievrieref  the  mountain  which  is  seen 
from  the  ascent  to  the  Mont  Ceais, 
over  Termig^on. 

From  the  col,  the  descent  towards 
the  chalets  of  Entre-deux-Eaux  is 
rapid.  The  long  sterile  valley  above 
these  chalets,  which  leads  by  the  Col 
de  la  Leisse  to  Tignes,  in  the  Val  Isdre 
(Rte.  156),  is  seen  on  the  1.  After  a 
long  descent  the  torrent  is  crossed, 
but.  Instead  of  pursuing  its  course 
through  its  deep  goree  to  Termignon, 
a  path  is  followed  which  leads  up  on 
the  opposite  mountam  to  the  Flan  du 
Lofipj  a  long  pasturage,  not  so  wild 
or  high,  but  about  the  breadth  of  the 
Col  oe  Yanoise.  The  scene,  looking 
back  upon  the  valley  of  Entre-deux- 
Eaux  and  the  Col  de  Yanoise,  ia  very 
sublime. 

On  the  col  of  the  Plan  du  Lonp 
another  small  lake  is  passed,  then  a 
long  descent  commences,  which  leads 
down  to  the  hamlet  of  St.  Marguerite. 
Soon  after  the  path  enters  a  pine-forest, 
through  whi(&  a  rough  road  leads 


down  to  the  valley  above  TermienoD, 
into  which  there  are  some  magninoent 
peeps.  There  ia  still,  however,  a  long- 
and  iatiguing  descent  to  make  before 
that  little  town  can  be  reached  in  about 
3  hrs.  from  Entre-deux-Eaux.  There 
is  a  path  which,  going  from  the  ham- 
let of  St  Marguerite,  skirts  the  Mont 
Parouffii,  behind  Lanslebonrg,  and 
leads  directly  to  the  latter  town;  bat, 
though  shorter,  it  is  even  more 
fatiguing  than  the  route  to  Termig- 
non, and  one  which  it  is  difficult  to 
pass  with  a  laden  mule.  At  Termie- 
non  the  path  from  the  Yanoise  faUs 
into  the  great  route  of  the  Cenis,  which 
in  an  hour  takes  the  traveller  to 
Lanaleboitrg  (Rte.  154.) 


ROUTE  158. 

FROM  ST.  JEAN  DE  MAURTENWE  TO 
BOURO  d'0YSAN8,DTTHE  COL  d'aRVES 
AND  THE  COL  DU  PRa  NOUVEAU. 

By  starting  very  early  from  St 
Jean  it  would  be  possible  to  reach 
Bourg  the  same  day;  but  as  it 
is  a  long  journey  of  14  leagues, 
it  would  be  preferable  to  pass  the 
night  at  St  Jean  d'Arves,  a  small 
village  situated  in  the  Yal  d'Arvan, 
which  joins  the  valley  of  the  Arc 
just  above  St  Jean  de  Maurienne. 
A  steep  mule-track  leads  from  this 
town  to  the  villages  of  Fontcouoerte 
and  Villarambert,  where  the  traveller 
turns  to  the  le^  and  after  a  short 
descent  crosses  a  small  tributary  of 
the  Arvan,  and  then  mounts  some 
steep  grassy  slopes  to  the  Ool  cTArves, 
3^  hrs.  from  St  Jean  de  Maurienne. 
In  another  J  hr.  he  descends  to  St 
Jean  d*Arves,  where  there  is  a  rough 
Inn,  The  Col  d'Arves  might  be 
avoided  by  following  the  course  of 
the  Arvan;  but  that  stream  makes  a 
great  detour  between  Eontcouverte 
and  St  Jean  d'Arves.  The  route 
beyond  leads  nearly  due  S.  over  wide 
and  luxuriant  pastures,  to  the  old 
frontier  between  Savoy  and  France  at 
the  point  called  the  Coi  du  Pr4  Now 
veoH^  7500  ft  above  the  sea-level,  and 
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4  liT8.  from  St.  Jean  d'Anres.  It 
then  descends  through  pastures,  even 
more  luxuriant  than  those  of  the 
Bianrienne,  by  the  side  of  a  tributary 
of  the  Homanche;  and  after  mounting 
the  ridse  on  the  1.  bank  of  this  river, 
comes  down  upon  Besse^  a  miseraMe 
and  filthy  village  about  2^  hrs.  from 
the  Col;  and  then  passing  through 
Misoms^  hits  the  great  road  a  litue 
above  Frenet^  which  is  1^  hr.  from 
Besse,  and  where  there  is  tolerable 
accommodation.  From  Frenet  to 
Bourg  d'Oysans  is  a  2  hrs*.  walk.  If, 
however,  the  traveller  be  bound  for 
the  Yal  Cristophe,  it  is  better  not  to 
ffo  to  Bourg,  but  proceed  at  once 
from  Frenet  to  Venos  by  the  col  of 
the  same  name;  a  journey  of  about  3 
hrs.  Almost  all  the  way  from  St 
Jean  de  Maurienne  to  Venos  the 
mountains  are  composed  of  a  black 
argillaceous  shale,  which  doubtless 
produces  the  luxuriant  vegetation. 
From  the  Col  du  Pr^  Nouveau  another 
route  may  be  taken  into  Dauphine 
leading  straight  to  La  Grave. 


ROUTE  159. 

OREKOBLB     TO    BBIANi^N,     BY      BOUBO 

d'ovsans  and  tub  col  de  IAUTA- 

BET. 

1 U  kilom.  =  about  60  Eng.  m. 

Grenoble  (Gratianopolis\  the  chief 
city  in  the  Dept.  de  I'lsere,  an  im- 
portant place  beautifully  situated 
(Pop.  82,800),  is  described  in  the 
Handbook  tor  France.  Inru:  H. 
de  I'Europe;  Trois  Dauphins.  It  is 
here  only  mentioned  as  the  starting 

Soint  for  an  excursion  across  the  Col 
e  Lautaret  to  the  pass  of  the  Mont 
Gen^vre. 

Courier  every  night  to  Brian90n 
takes  4  or  5  passengers.  Diligence 
during  the  summer  to  Bourg  in  5  or 
6  hrs.,  whence  to  Brian^on  takes  8  or 
10  hrs.   C<»iveyance  very  dear.   Gre- 
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noble  to  Susa  220  fr.  Car  from  Bonr? 
to  Brian9on,  8  or  10  hrs.,  a  long  and 
heavy  day,  60  fr.  The  pedestrian  may 
walk  from  Bourg  to  Brian9on  in 
13  hrs.,  and  the  scenery  will  amply 
repay  him. 

There  is  a  good  but  very  circuitous 
road  from  Grenoble  by  Vizille,  Gap,and 
Embrun  to  Brian^on,  and  a  diligence 
goes  that  way  to  the  latter  town  daily 
from  Grenoble;  but  it  is  50  m.  frirther, 
and  through  a  countir  that  is  gener- 
ally uninteresting,  whilst  that  by  the 
Col  de  Lautaret  abounds  with  some  of 
the  finest  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

To  save  this  distance.  Napoleon 
commenced  the  construction  of  a  new 
road  by  this  pass,  and  many  magni- 
ficent works  were  completed  upon  it, 
but  after  his  abdication  it  was  aban- 
doned, and  has  only  of  late  years 
been  completed.  The  bridges  were 
destroyed  by  the  floods  in  May,  1856. 

The  roaa  to  the  Lautaret  lies  for 
the  most  part  through  the  valley  of 
the  Romanche.  For  some  miles 
from  Grenoble  it  lies  across  a  level 
tract,  through  fine  avenues  to  the 
village  of  l4k  Claix,  where  there  is 
a  remarkable  bridge  over  the  Drac. 
The  road  to  Vizille  thence  continues 
up  the  banks  of  the  Romanche  by 
a  course  nearly  leveL 

Vizille  has  about  2000  Inhab.  Its 
inns  are  wretched.  It  is  considered 
as  the  cradle  of  the  first  French  revo- 
lution, for  here  the  parliament  of 
Dauphiny  first  made  a  declaration 
ftktal  to  the  power  of  the  Bourbons. 
Here  is  the  Chdteau  of  the  constable 
Lesdigui^res.  It  had,  since  the  revo- 
lution, become  the  property  of  M. 
Perier,  the  brother  of  the  minister, 
who  had  established  cotton  or  flax 
works  here;  but  it  was  partly  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1826. 

The  road  ascends  by  the  right 
bank  of  the  Romanche  through  a  nar- 
row, but  beautiful  and  weU-wooded 
valley,  which  runs  with  nearly  the 
same  wild  character  into  the  heart  of 
the  mountains  for  6  or  7  leagues.  In 
some  places  the  vaUey  widens  enough 
for  the  establishment  of  a  village  or  a 
hamlet:  of  these,  Chichilane,  Gavet, 
and  La  Clavet  are  the  prlncipaL   Near 
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Gavet  there  are  some  iron-works. 
The  Combe  de  Gavet,  a  remarkable 
ravine  or  Combe,  which  is  also  an 
Eni^lish,  or  rather  Celtic  name  for  a 
detile,  extends  from  the  plain  of 
Vizille  to  the  plain  of  the  Bourg 
d'Oysans,  a  fertile  valley,  surrounded 
by  lofty  mountains.  It  is  within 
record  that  a  large  lake  was  formed 
in  the  lUh  century  by  the  falling 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Combe  de  Gavet: 
this  dammed  the  river,  and  the  waters 
accumulated  in  the  plain  above,  and 
formed  a  large  lake,  of  which  the 
surface  was  3  leagues  long,  and  1 
wide,  and  its  depth  from  6u  to  SO  ft. 
This  lake  existea  for  about  200  years. 
At  length,  in  September,  1229,  it 
burst  its  barrier,  rushed  into  the 
Combe  of  Gavet,  swept  away  in 
its  fury  everything  that  it  touched, 
rapidly  passed  into  the  Drac,  and 
hence  into  the  Is^re,  then,  flowing 
over  the  plain  below  the  two  rivers, 
submerged  a  great  part  of  Grenoble. 
At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  plain 
of  Bourg  d'Oysans,  a  path  across  the 
mountains  leads  to  the  valley  of  Alle- 
mont,  where  there  are  iron  works,  but 
the  readiest  access  to  them  is  from 
the  valley  of  Gresivaudan,  above 
Grenoble.  Very  near  Bourg  d'Oy- 
sans  a  gold-mine  is  still  worked. 

Bottrg  cTOysans  (H.  de  Milan,  in- 
different) is  situated  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  river,  and  near  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  the  plain.  The  vegetation 
of  its  valley  is  remarkably  rich;  the 
mountains  that  surround  it  exhibit 
in  some  places  extraordinary  instances 
of  tortuous  stratification.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Bourg,  the  Mont  de 
Lens,  streaming  with  glaciers,  closes 
the  head  of  the  valley,  and  divides 
the  torrent  issuing  from  the  dark 
gorges  of  the  yen9on  from  that  of  the 
Romanche,  which  flows  through  the 
Combe  of  MalvaL 

By  starting  from  this  betimes  an 
active  pedestrian  mav  reach  Brian^on 
before  dark;  the  road  being  good,  and 
nowhere  ateep,  he  will  accomplish 
more  than  3  m.  an  hour.  In  5^  hrs. 
to  La  Grave.    Thence  to  the  Col  de 


Lautaret  is  2}  hrs.  walk,  and  2|  hrs. 
more  down  to  Monestier,  and  3  short 
hrs.  thence  to  Brian9on.  The  distance 
is  easily  accomplished  in  a  char, 
changing  at  La  Urave. 

{^£a.  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  from  Bourg  d'Oysans  to  Le 
B^rarde,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley  of  St  Christophe,  about  8  hrs\ 
walk  from  the  Bourg.   (See  Rte.  170.) 

A  little  beyond  the  Bourg,  the 
road  twice  crosses  the  Ronuuehe, 
and  aacends  by  its  left  bank;  then 
quitting  the  plain,  dives  into  the 
Gorge  du  Freney,  and  passes  the 
first  TunneL  Mounting  upwards, 
again  to  descend  to  the  level  of  the 
Ik)manche,  we  enter  the  Qorg6  of  Les 
Infemeis,  One  of  the  grandest  scenes 
on  the  road  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
second  TunneL  Just  above  it,  near 
Freney,  may  be  seen,  though  much 
defaced,  the  gateway,  cut  in  the  rock, 
through  which  passed  the  original 
Roman  road.  The  ancient  road — for 
this  course  from  Brian^on  to  Grenoble 
was  known  to  the  Romans—passed 
much  higher,  by  the  village  of  Mont 
Lens,  4200  ft  above  the  level  of 
the  sea. 

Near  the  third  gallery,  the  road 
rises  up  through  a  valley  filled  with 
rocks  and  blocks  of  enormous  size 
that  have  fiillen  from  the  mountains 
above,  and  which  are  interspersed 
with  a  few  trees  and  a  scanty  culti- 
vation. In  the  midst  of  such  a  desert 
lies  the  hamlet  of 

Le  Dauphin^  3}  leagues  from  Bourg 
d'Oysans  :  here  refreshment  may  be 
had  at  the  H.  de  T Assurance.  Above 
Le  Dauphin,  the  savaee  and  rocky 
character  of  the  vafley  predomi- 
nates; and  the  traveller  enters  the 
Combe  de  Malvol^  a  nearly  straight 
ravine  of  almost  unequalled  wildness, 
bounded  by  the  precipitous  bases  of 
mountains  thousands  of  feet  in  height, 
almost  everywhere  inaccessible,  those 
of  Mont  de  Lens  on  the  rt  absolutely 
so,  and  crowned  by  fields  of  ice  and 
snow,  which,  owine  to  the  height  and 
abruptness  of  the  ckfile,  can  only  here 
and  there  be  seen  from  below. 

Numerous    streams    are    crossed, 
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which  descend  in  falls  from  the  gla- 
ciers that  crest  the  precipiees,  and 
foaming  oTer  the  steep  talus  formed 
on  the  sides  of  the  valley  by  the  dis- 
integration of  the  mountain,  cross 
the  road,  and  add  to  the  fury  of  the 
Romanche.  Not  for  from  Le  Dau- 
phin, on  the  L,  a  magnificent  cata- 
ract gashes  out  from  the  top  of  the 
precipice,  and  falls  in  a  large  volume 
into  the  valley  below ;  this  is  called 
Le  Saut  de  la  Pvo^U.  The  universal 
story  of  apeasant-nrl  leaping  down 
unhurt,  to  escape  the  violence  of  a 
chasseur,  is  told  of  this  fall. 

So  vast  are  some  of  the  blocks  that 
strew  the  valley,  that  one  among 
others  measures  50  paces  in  leng^, 
and  against  se^'eral,  stone  huts  and 
chalets  are  raised  and  sheltered  ;  for 
though  there  appear  to  be  little  herb- 
age here,  what  there  is  is  rich  enough 
to  induce  those  who  have  herds  to 
send  them  here  to  pasturage. 

Still  further  up  the  valley,  near  a 
fine  cataract,  on  the  L,  are  the  lead- 
mines  of  Les  Freaux,  belonging  to 
M.  Marat  de  TOmbre,  where  many 
workmen  are  employed  to  raise  the 
ore  and  smelt  it.  The  adits  are  seen 
high  upon  th^  precipitous  sides  of  the 
mountains,  and  ropes  and  machinery 
extend  into  the  valley  below ;  these 
mines  are  said  to  be  worked  to  ad- 
vantage. 

At  the  head  of  this  savaee  valley 
the  road  rises  to  the  miserable  village 
of  La  Grace  {Inn:  Juge's,  best  on 
the  road,  though  smdl,  tolerable  fare 
and  beds). 

The  situation  of  La  Grave  is  very 
fine,  directly  opposite  to  the  Mont 
de  Lens,  the  most  northern  peak 
of  the  range  of  Mont  Pelvoux, 
which  present  a  scene  of  the  most 
striking  grandeur.  During  the  winter, 
the  cold  precludes  the  burying  of  the 
dead — the  ground  is  too  hard ;  the 
bodies  are  tnerefore  suspended  in  the 
granges  until  the  returning  spring. 
So  wretchedly  are  the  people  off  for 
fuel,  that  dried  cow-dung  is  chiefly 
used. 

On  leaving  La  Grave  the  road 
descends  to  pass  some  rocks  ;  then 
rising,  it  leads  abruptly  to  a  turn  in 
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the  valley  that  overlooks  a  very  fine 
fkll  of  the  Romanche,  all  its  waters 
being  poured  into  a  deep  abyss.  The 
road  passes  2  galleries  before  reach- 
ing 

Villars  cTAr^^  a  wretched  village 
(/nn,  bad  and  dear) ;  but  the  new  line 
avoids  that  village,  and  at  once  com- 
mences the  ascent  of  the  Col  de  Lau- 
tarety  crossing  the  mountain  ridge  that 
divides  the  valley  of  the  Romanche 
fh>m  that  of  Monestier  or  the  Gui- 
sanne.  This  pass  rises  to  the  height 
of  about  6700  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea;  the  col  is  covered  with  the 
most  beautiful  pasturage,  and  is  one 
of  the  richest  spots  in  the  Dauphin^ 
Alps  for  the  harvest  of  the  botanist. 

Un  the  summit,  2|  hrs.  from 
La  Grave,  there  is  a  Maisom  Has* 
pitalier,  one  of  those "  founded  by 
Humbert  IL  in  the  11th  century; 
this  is  kept  by  a  peasant  appointed  to 
the  duty;  but  travellers  are  cautioned 
not  to  trust  to  getting  fed  there,  though 
wine  always,  and  bread  and  curds  some- . 
times,  may  be  found  on  the  Lautaret. 

The  view  from  the  ool  is  very 
limited.  To  the  S.W.  several  of  the 
peaks  of  the  Mont  Pelvoux  range  are 
seen  bristling  with  rocks,  and  clothed 
in  glacier,  ending,  on  the  side  of  the 
Romanche,  in  the  glacier  of  Tabuchet, 
whence  this  river  has  its  source;  on 
the  other  side,  the  river  Guisanne  is 
seen  tumbling  down  the  valley  of 
Monestier. 

From  the  summit  of  the  col  a  very 
steep  road  descends  into  the  sterile 
and  miserable  valley  of  the  Guisanne, 
to  the  first  hamlet.  La  Madelaine; 
still  lower  is  the  village  of  Casset,  at 
the  base  of  the  glacier  of  Lasciide  ; 
and  2§  hrs.  firom  the  col  are  the 

Baths  of  Monestier,  35  m.  from  Bourg 
d'Oysans :  here  there  are  several 
inns,  much  frequented  during  the 
season,  of  which  the  best,  Chez  Ar- 
mand,  afflMrds  very  tolerable  accom- 
modation, superior  to  that  of  the 
valley  of  the  Romanche. 

The  mineral  waters  here  have  a 
temperature  of  101^,  and  are  both 
drank  and  employed  in  baths:  they 
are  so  abundant  that  they  are 
employed    to   turn   a   mill.     Below 
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Monestier,  the  valley  exhibits  cul- 
tivation; barley  is  grown,  and  the 
meadows,  by  irrigations,  are  very 
productive;  and,  luter  the  naked  and 
sterile  route  from  Le  Dauphin  to 
Monestier,  the  appearance  of  trees  is 
hailed  as  giving  the  highest  charm  to 
the  scenery. 

The  whole  course  of  the  Guisanne 
can  be  seen  to  Brian9on,  where  the 
forts  of  this  frontier  town  are  visible, 
piled  above  each  other;  beyond  is  a 
chain  of  lofty  mountains,  oyer  which 
is  seen  the  peak  of  the  Monte  Yiso; 
this  is  a  magnificent  scene. 

There  are  several  villages  in  the 
Yal  Monestier  below  the  oaths;  the 
principal  are  La  Salle,  Chantemerle, 
so  named  from  the  number  of  black- 
birds that  frequent  it;  and  St.  Chaf- 
frey.  The  approach  to  Brian9on  is 
strikingly  fine,  its  walls  and  forts 
rising  as  they  do  to  the  highest,  T/n- 
femetj  which  is  placed  on  a  peak, 
nearly  10,000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea;  the  broad  rich  valley  of  the 
Durance  below  the  town,  and  the 
mountain  boundaries  to  the  valley, 
make  this  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
towns  and  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

Brianfon,  3  hours'  walk  from  Mo- 
nestier. {Inn :  TOurs,  best ; — H.  de 
la  Paix,  very  dirty.^  This  town  is  a 
frontier  fortress,  with  gates  and  re- 
gular defences,  and  every  strong  po- 
sition is  occupied  with  a  fort  or  bat- 
tery; it  g^ras  the  frontier  of  France 
by  the  pass  of  the  Mont  Gendvre  and 
the  valley  of  the  Durance.  A  diligence 
goes  daily  to  and  frtwi  Embrun,  and 
a  diligence  to  Susa. 

It  is  a  city  of  high  antiquity.  Pliny 
attributed  its  foundation  to  the 
Greeks,  who  were  chased  from  the 
borders  of  the  lake  of  Como;  others 
have  given  its  foundation  to  Bellove- 
sus  or  Brennns.  Anmiianus  Marcel- 
linus  calls  it  Virgantia  Castellum. 
It  held  a  Roman  garrison.  St.  Am- 
brose was  here  on  his  way  to  Vienne 
in  Dauphin^  when  he  heard  of  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  Valens,  whom 
he  was  going  to  braiptise. 

This  Tittle  city  is  one  of  the  smallest 
in  France,  having  less  than  3000  In- 
hab.      The  streets   are  narrow  and 


steep,  but  many  of  the  houses  are 
well  built.  It  boasts  of  a  Grande 
Place :  its  church  is  not  worth  a  visit. 

The  town  itself  is  strong  from  its 
position  and  mural  defences,  but  the 
seven  forts  which  guard  it  render  it 
almost  impregnabk.  Between  the 
city  and  some  of  these  forts  there  is 
a  bridge  over  the  deep  bed  of  the 
Durance,  which  foams  beneath  vast 
precipices.  The  bridge  is  of  bold  ocm- 
struction,  a  single  arch  of  130  English 
feet  span,  and  180  feet  above  the  tor- 
rent. It  was  buUt  in  1730,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Marechal  d'Asfeld. 

See  Uandboc«  vob  Fbanosu 


ROUTE  160. 

BRIAN9OIV  TO  SUSA,  BY  THE  PASS  OF 
THE  MONT  OENfeVRE. 

Diligence  to  Susa,  but  no  poet- 
horses.  Distance  13  leagues,  about 
35  m. 

On  leaving  Brian9on  fer  the  Mont 
Gendvre,  the  valley  of  the  Durance  is 
ascended  by  a  narrow  gorge  for  more 
than  a  league,  as  far  as  La  Yachette, 
a  little  hamlet  at  the  loot  of  the 
Mont  Gen^vre.  Here,  on  the  U 
opens  the  Vol  de  Neuoache,  a  fine, 
large,  and  productive  valley,  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  the  valley  of  the  Gui- 
sanne. It  is  also  called  the  Val  des 
Pres,  from  its  rich  meadows.  Its 
mountains  are  clothed  with  forests; 
through  it  the  river  Clairee,  spring- 
ing from  the  Glaciers  of  the  Mont 
Tabor,  flows  for  8  leagues,  and  then 
loses  its  name  in  a  less  considerable 
torrent  —  the  Durance,  which  has 
scarcely  run  2  leagues  from  its  source 
in  the  Mont  Gendvre. 

The  ascent  commences  through  a 
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pine  forest,  and  by  a  series  of  ad- 
mirably constraoted  ziezags  leads  the 
traveller  np  to  the  ooX  and  presents 
at  every  turn  a  variety  in  the  views 
of  Brianyon  and  its  forts,  the  valleys 
of  the  Durance  and  Neuvache,  and 
the  surrounding  mountains .  these  so 
much  relieve  the  tedium  of  ascent 
that  the  summit  is  attained  before  the 
traveller  has  any  idea  that  he  has  ac- 
complished a  distance  of  nearly  2 
leagues.  The  old  road  continued  by 
the  pine  forests  up  the  L  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  pedestrians  still  pusrue 
it,  as  it  is  much  the  shortest  to  attain 
the  Col  of  the  Mont  Gen^vre. 

The  plain  of  the  Mont  Genlhore  is 
remarkable  for  the  culture  of  barley  on 
its  summit,  rather  over  6000  fu  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  there  are  fine 
pasturages  on  the  slopes  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains.  On  the  plain 
there  is  a  village  called  the 

Bwrg  Mont  Geneere^  3  leagues  from 
Brian^on,  which  is  inhabited  all  the 
year.  Here  is  the  custom-house,  a 
troublesome  place  to  those  who  enter 
La  belle  France. 

On  the  plain,  and  almost  from  a 
coomion  source,  two  rivers  rise — ^the 
Durance,  which  ilows  into  France  and 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Doira- 
Susana  or  Dora  Riparia,  which  flows 
into  the  Po  and  the  Adriatic 

On  the  summit-  of  the  plain  an 
obelisk  was  erected  to  commemorate 
the  construction,  in  1807,  of  this  fine 
road  over  the  Alps.  It  is  60  ft  high, 
and  had  on  its  pedestal  inscriptions  to 
record  the  event :  these  the  Bourbons 
removed. 

On  leaving  the  Col  of  the  Mont 
Genevre,  the  course  of  the  river  is 
followed  for  2  leagues  down  a  series 
of  tourniquets,  made  in  the  loose  soil 
on  the  side  of  Mont  Chaberton,  until 
the  road  reaches  the  bed  of  the  river 
and  crosses  it  about  2  m.  fW>m  Cesanne , 
near  which  village  the  torrent  from 
the  Mont  Gendvre  fklls  into  the  larger 
stream  of  the  Bipa,  descending  from 
the  lofty  mountains  that  bound  the 
Protestant  Valleys  of  Piedmont 

Cesarme^  where  there  are  two  mi- 
serable inns,  is  not  more  than  4 
hours'  good  walk  from  Brian^on. 


Below  Cesanne,  the  course  lies 
down  the  valley  to  Sasa.  The  first 
important  commune  in  the  valley  is 

Outr,  3  leagues,  a  larse  village  at 
the  entrance  to  the  valley  of  Bar- 
doneche,  whence  there  are  three 
passes  to  Modane,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Arc:  see  Kte.  154.  The  tunnel 
under  the  Alps  now  in  course  of 
construction  has  one  opening  above 
Bardon^he,  a  poor  village  4255  ft. 
above  the  sea-leveL  A  colony  of 
workmen  connected  with  the  tunnel 
has  been  planted  here,  and  houses  and 
workshops  built;  but  no  good  inn. 
Pedestrians  may  cross  to  Modane 
by  the  Col  de  Fr^jus,  or  Col  de  la 
Boue. 

From  Oulx  it  is  about  2  leagues 
to  Salabertrand,  a  place  memorable 
for  the  battle  fou^t  and  won  by 
the  Vaudois,  under  Henri  Amauo, 
on  their  return  to  their  valleys, 
after  expatriation,  in  1689,  when 
they  were  opposed  by  2500  regular 
entrenched  troops,  three  times  their 
numbers,  and  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  de  Larrey,  who  was  wound- 
ed in  the  action :  every  spot  around 
has  interest  in  connection  with  that 
event :  the  mountain  by  which  they 
had  descended  on  the  night  of  the 
battle  ;  and  that  by  the  Col  de  Seu, 
which  they  crossed  to  go  into  their 
valleys  after  their  victory. 

Beyond  Salabertrana  the  valley 
narrows  considerably,  and  forms,  a 
good  league  below,  near  the  fort  of 
Exilles,  a  deep  defile;  in  the  midst 
of  this  the  fort  is  placed,  perfectly 
commanding  the  valley;  here  the 
river  is  crossed,  and  the  road  thence 
continues  on  its  rt.  bank,  beneath  the 
heights  of  Chaumoni— a  spot  rendered 
memorable  by  the  fate  of  the  Comte 
de  BeUeisle,  who  fell  here  on  the  9th 
of  July,  1747  :  his  desperate  valour, 
which  had  been  excited  by  the  pro- 
mise of  a  Baton  de  Mar^chal  of  France 
if  he  succeeded  in  forcing  the  ]>ass, 
was  checked,  after  he  had  received 
many  severe  wounds,  by  a  coup  do 
grace  from  a  grenadier  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Monferrat. 

At  the  village  of  EjnUes  tolerable 
accommodation  and  much  civility  will 


be  found  aA  the  honte  of  the  poet- 
master. 

The  valley,  in  and  below  the  defile, 
18  richly  wooded,  and  preserves  nearly 
the  same  character  for  3  leagues,  from 
Salabertrand  to 

Susa  (Kte.  154),  22  m.  fipom  Co- 
sanne. 
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banks  of  the  Clusone,  and  to  the  first 
villi^,  Setiriim^  4  leagues  firona  Ce- 
sanne,  and  thence  to  the  village  of 

1^  hr.  Travene :  the  broad  bed  af 
the  river  beneath  the  dark  pine  forests 
opposite  to  Prageias,  a  Ittrger  village 
below  Traverse,  |;ive8  rather  an  ap- 
pearance of  stenlit]^  to  the  valley. 
At  Traverse  there  is  a  humUe  Tint 
(La  Rose  Rouge>-clean  beds).  The 
Clusone  elves  a  general  name  to  the 
whole  valley,  but  among  its  inhabit- 
ants the  upper  part  above  the  fort  of 
Fenestrelles  is  called  the  Yal  Prar 
ffelas;  below  the  fort  it  is  often  called 
Die  Val  de  Ferouse. 

2  hrs.  40  min.  FinestreUes,  a  village 
of  800  Inhab^  with  a  bad  and  dirty 
Inn,  The/brio/jFtffMsitvtfesisaplace 
of  great  strength,  which  guards  the 
approach  to  Piedmont  by  this  valley. 
It  rises,  from  the  defile  formed  by  the 
base  of  the  Mont  Albergiaa,  to  the 
summit  of  the  uMuntain,  and  com- 
mands the  left  bank  of  the  torrent  by 
its  immense  ranges  of  fortifications 
rising  in  terraces.  The  highest  battery 
is  accessible  through  a  gallery  that 
contains  3600  steps.  On  the  summit 
is  a  basin  oovered  with  verdure,  called 
the  Pre  de  Catinat,  from  that  general 
havim;  encamped  there. 

These  works  have  been  in  progress 
of  constructiott  by  the  Sardinian  go- 
vernment since  1816.  They  succeeded 
an  older  fortress  in  5'  tiers  of  forts, 
blown  up  by  the  army  of  the  French 
Republic  The  3  detached  forta— 
about  a  mile  distant  from  the  town, 
called  St.  Charles,  Trois  Dents,  and 
desVall^s^oommandthe  approaches. 
A  4th  battery,  called  Charles  Albert, 
sweeps  the  high  road  and  closes  all 


ROUTE  161. 

BRIAX9ON   TO  PIONEROL,   BY  THE  COL 
DE  SESTRTEBES. 

The  inns  between  Brian^on  and 
Pignerol  are  poor,  yet  superior  to 
those  of  DaupniD^.  As  far  as  Ce- 
sanne  this  is  the  same  as  the  route 
last  described. 

It  is  9  hrs.  good  walking  from 
Cesanne  to  Perouse. 

The  road  made  by  order  of  Kapo- 
leon,  from  Cesanne,  to  descend  into 
Italy,  is  more  direct  than  that  by 
Turin.  Though  at  first  neglected  by 
the  Sardinian  government,  it  is  now  in 
good  order,  and  furnished  with  post- 
horses  at  Fenestrelles,  33  kilom.  from 
Pi^neroL 

The  road  from  Cesanne  crosses  the 
Doire,  and  the  ascent  to  the  col  imme- 
diately commences,  by  a  series  of  sig- 
sags  like  that  of  the  descent  from  the 
Mont  Gen^vre  ;  a  lengthened  snake- 
like course  of  each  can  &  seen  from  the 
other  across  the  valley  of  the  Doire.  It 
soon  reaches  the  hamlet  of  Champlas, 
still  continuing  to  ascend  over  fine  pas- 
tun^^es,  till  it  reaches 

2i  hrs.  The  Col  de  Swtriires  and 
chalets:  the  plain  of  the  col  is  nearly 
2  miles  long.  On  the  side  towards 
the  Val  Praj0hsj  the  view  is  wild 
and  fine  of  the  valley  and  the  Mont 
Albergian.  In  descending,  the  road 
leads  down    by  tourniquets   to  the 


passage. 

There  are  remains  of  old  forts  on 
the  base  of  the  Albergian,  which  were 
built  by  the  French  when  this  coontry 
belonged  to  them,  in  order  to  defend 
the  pass  in  the  o|^[K)aite  direction. 
The  village  of  Fenestrelles  lies  in  the 
middle  of  the  defile  below.  The  fort 
of  Fenestrelles  is  used  as  a  state  pri- 
son. It  is  the  scene  of  M.  Saintine's 
pretty  tale  of  *  Piociola.* 

[From  Fenestrelles  there  is  a  very 
pretty  Pass,  by  the  Col  de  la  Fmitre^ 
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in  5  hrs.  to  Susa  in  the  valley  of  the 
Doire.  From  the  top,  which  is  car- 
petted  with  alpine  flowers,  is  a  magni- 
ficent Tiew  over  the  Doire,  in  which 
the  fioche  Melon  mountain  is  a 
striking  object  for  the  last  hour  or  two 
of  rugged  descent! 

From  Fenestrelles  to  Pignerol 
there  are  8  leagues,  almost  entirely 
through  the  yaUey  of  the  Ciusone. 
There  is  little  variety  in  its  scenery; 
it  is  generally  narrow  j  but  where  there 
is  cultivation,  com  and  wine  abound. 
The  mulberry  for  silkworms  flou- 
rishes, and  fruit  and  forest  trees  luxu- 
riate, as  they  ahnost  always  do  on  the 
side  of  Piedmont.  Formerly,  this 
valley  was  filled  with  a  Protestant 
community,  but  their  living  in  it  was 
long  prohibited.  TheVaudois  churches 
were  not  permitted  out  of  the  valleys 
of  Rora,  La  Tour  (known  also  as  the 
valley  of  Lucema  and  the  Val  Felice), 
St.  Martin,  and  Angrogna;  but  the 
more  liberal  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  1848  has  removed  this 
restriction. 

Below  Fenestrelles,  the  route  passes 
through  numerous  villi^s  and  ham- 
lets-—-Montole,  Rouse  Villaret,  and 
Chapelle — ^before  reaching  Perosa  or 

3  hrs.  10  min.  Feronse  Ifnna:  Sole; 
Antico;  Anberge  Nationale),  the  prin- 
cipal town  in  the  valley ,which  is  some- 
times called  the  Valley  of  Perouse. 
It  is  situated  directly  opposite  to  the 
valley  of  St  Martin,  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  the  Protestant  valleys. 

[From  Perouse  a  moderate  ascent 
through  a  beautiful  valley  leads  to 
Perrier,  or  Perrero.  A  little  above 
this  village  the  valley  forks.  The 
N.W.  branch,  preserving  the  name 
Val  de  8i,  Martin^  leads,  amidst  fruit- 
trees,  com,  and  pasturages,  to  the 
commune  of  Maneille,  A  little  beyond 
the  road  enters  a  deep  ravine  which  is 
singularly  wild  and  beautiful;  at  its 
upper  extremity  it  reaches  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Marcel 

Continuing  up  the  valley  of  the 
Germanasca,  the  house  of  the  M. 
Tron,  the  Syndic  of  Marcel,  is  passed; 
a  singularly  handsome  structure  in 
such  a   situation.    About   a   league 


above  this  spot  is  the  hamlet  of  Bal^ 
stile-  and  immediately  over  it,  the 
celebrated  Castella,  a  terrace  on  the 
side  of  a  peaked  mountain,  where  the 
Vaudois  entrenched  themselves  under 
Henri  Arnaud.  Here  the  little  liand- 
ful  of  brave  men,  not  exceeding  from 
600  to  700,  straggled  for  their  father- 
land, and  fought,  for  three  days,  the 
united  armies  of  France  and  Sardinia, 
amounting  to  22,000  men.  When  the 
latter,  however,  found  it  necessary  to 
bring  up  artillery,  which  was  accom- 
plished with  excessive  diflicnlty,  the 
heroic  Vaudois,  foreseeing  that  against 
the  cannon  they  could  not  hold  their ' 
position,  retreated  during  the  night 
without  losing  a  man;  and  the  follow- 
ing day,  their  sovereign  of  Sardinia, 
having  quarrelled  with  his  allies, 
agreed  to  restore  them  to  their  val- 
lejrs  and  their  hearths.  No  history 
exists  so  replete  with  wonderful  aa-< 
ventures  as  that  of  the  simple  pea- 
sants of  these  valleys,  who  fought 
and  suffered,  and  reconquered,  for 
liberty  of  conscience. 

Above  the  Balsille,  one  of  the 
grandest  assemblages  of  materials  for 
alpine  scenery  is  to  be  found,  in  cata- 
racts, ravines,  and  mountains:  from 
the  head  of  the  valley  there  is  a  pass 
by  the  Col  du  Piz  to  Pragelas  in  the 
valley  of  Ciusone.  The  author  has 
crossed  from  Pragelas  to  Perouse  in 
one  day,  and  he  knows  no  finer  tra- 
verse in  the  Alps,  and  the  panorama 
from  the  col  is  one  of  the  most  sub- 
lime in  the  great  chain. 

Another  pass  between  the  valleys 
of  the  Grermanasca  and  the  Ciusone 
is  that  by  the  Col  Albergian,  which 
leads  f^om  the  Balsille  and  the  wild 
valley  and  Alps  above  it  to  Fene- 
strelles. 

From  Perouse  to  the  Balsille,  and 
back  to  Perouse,  may  be  accomplished 
easily  in  a  day.] 

The  S.W.  branch  of  the  Val  St. 
Mait'n  is  properly  colled  the  Val 
Germanasca.  This  in  its  turn  is 
divided  into  2  branches,  the  one  lead- 
ing to  Jiodoretto,  the  other  to  Pralis, 
From  the  first  there  is  a  pass  leadmg 
to  Cesanne  (Rte.  160).  From  Fralis 
it  is  possible  to  reach  Cesanne  on  the 
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one  side,  or  Abri^s  (Rte.  162)  on  the 
other,  by  the  Col  d'AbriSs. 

There  is  an  interesting  pass  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  Yal  Germanasca 
to  Pra  del  Tbr,  in  the  Yal  Angrogna, 
and  thence  to  La  Toar  de  Lusema.] 

On  the  route  from  Perouse  to  Pig- 
nerol  some  fine  quarries  are  passed, 
where  stone  is  raised  for  the  public 
works  of  Turin;  nearly  opposite  to 
these  is  seen  another  of  the  irotestant 
churches,  St.  Oemumo^  and  the  little 
ralley  which  leads  to  Pramol;  still 
further  down  is  the  church  of  Pra- 
ruttin,  nearly  opposite  to  where  the 
valley  widens,  and  the  road  enters 
upon  the  plains,  through  the  hamlets 
or  Port  and  Abadia,  to 

P»(;fitfro/(IcaLPinerolo)-— (/nfw:  Co- 
rona, good;  Canon  d'Or).  Pignerol 
is  a  straggling  town;  the  old  part, 
on  the  height,  of  narrow  dirty  streets; 
the  nsw,  between  the  rly.  and  Porte 
de  France,  having  manufactures  of 
cotton,  wool,  &c.,  and  a  large  popula- 
tion, 20,000.  It  was  once  a  strong 
fortress. 

The  Convent  of  St.  Fr<mcis  is  partly 
ancient,  and  its  Church  contains  monu- 
ments to  ancestors  of  the  royal  house 
of  Savoy. 

On  the  hill  of  St,  Brigide  are  ruins 
of  a  chapel,  and  of  the  ancient  citadel^ 
in  which  the  "Man  in  the  Iron  Mask" 
was  shut  up.  Near  the  Town-hall 
(Palazzo  del  Cittk)  are  the  Theatre 
and  a  College. 

JiaUtoay  2S\  m.;  Strains  a-day  in 
1  hr.  10  min.  to  Turin;  the  stations 
bein?  Riva,  Piscina,  Avrasca,  None, 
Candiolo,  Nichelino,  and  Sangone. 


ROUTE  162. 

PIONEROL  TO  MONT  DAUPHIK,  BY  Tl« 
VALLEYS  OP  THE  YAUDOIB  AlTD  THR 
COL  DE  LA  CBOIX. 

Leflgac& 
Pignerol. 
Ia  Tour  de  Losenu     ...    3 

Bobbio 2f 

OoldeUGrofx U 

Abrtts 2i 

Cbateau  de  Qneynx.     .     .    .    2i 
Mont  Dauphin 4i 

From  Pignerol  (Rtit.  161)  to  Ia 
Tour  a  diligence  oiaily;  9  £ng.  m.: 
the  route  lies  through  St.  Secundo  to 
Bischerasco,  5  m.,  and  3  m.  further  to 
the  first  Protestant  commune  at 

St.  Gioocami,  Here  a  churdi  was 
built  while  Piedmont  was  under  the 
government  of  Napoleon.  Upon  the 
restoration  of  the  house  of  Sar- 
dinia, the  Roman  Catholics,  whose 
church  is  on  the  other  side  of  a  little 
stream,  complained  that  the  voices  of 
the  Protestants  in  singing  disturbed 
their  devotions,  and  an  order  was 
given  to  shut  out  the  abomination  by 
a  lar^  barricade  of  wood,  which  the 
Vaudois  were  compelled  to  erect  be- 
fore the  door  of  their  church.  This 
has  now,  however,  dropped  away  bit 
by  bit,  and  little  remains  of  this  evi- 
dence of  intolerance.  The  church  is 
of  a  singular  form — a  horse-shoe — 
but  it  is  notfiftvourable  to  the  preacher 
or  his  cong^e^tion. 

About  a  mile  beyond  SL  Giovanni, 
through  a  beautiful  country,  lies 

La  Tour  {Inns  ;  L'Ours,  ches  Oay, 
clean  and  good;  Lion  d*Or,  diez 
Bottier),  the  principal  town  of  the 
Protestant  communities.  The  valley 
of  La  Tour  is  known  also  as  the  valley 
of  Lusema  and  the  Yal  Pellioe.  The 
handsome  Protestant  Chtiroh  was  built 
here  1850,  with  residences  for  the 
clergy  and  professors.  General  Beck- 
with  contnottted  largely  to  it  This 
Britbh  veteran,  who  lost  his  leg  at 
Waterloo,  devoted  34  years  of  his 
life  to  improving  the  condition  of  the 
Waldenses.  He  lived  among  them, 
took  a  wife  from  among  them,  built 
churches— more  than  100  schook  for 
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them,  and  lies  buried  (1862)  in  the 
charchjftrd  here. 

An  hospital  has  been  established  for 
the  sick  and  poor  among  the  Protest- 
ants, by  funos  raised  chiefly  in  Hol- 
land, Russia,  and  England.  In  1837, 
by  the  aid  of  an  anonymous  gift  from 
England,  of  5000/.  confided  to  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  Oilly,  a  CoZ/eg^  was  established 
here  for  the  education  of  young  men  for 
the  ministry  of  the  YaudoLs  churches, 
and  they  have  thus  removed  the  ne- 
cessity which  had  hitherto  existed  of 
sending  them  to  Geneva  or  Lausanne. 
This  institution  is  chiefly  endowed 
by  funds  raised  in  foreign  coun^es, 
but  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
liberality,  the  exertions,  and  the  zeal 
for  the  canse  of  the  Vaudois,  of 
General  Beckwith  and  Dr.  Gilly.  A 
large  Roman  Catholic  church  has 
been  built  here  for  the  conversion  of 
the  Vaudois,  but  it  has  been  attended 
by  signal  failure.  An  orphani^ 
nnder  English  auspices  has  oeen  in- 
stituted, also  a  normal  school. 

Within  ^  m.  of  Lnsenia  a  cotton- 
mill  of  4  stories,  moved  by  water- 
power,  has  been  built  by  a  Swiss 
Company.  Jean  Henri  Tron  is  a  re- 
spectable and  trustworthy  guide,  well 
acquainted  with  the  neighbouring 
mountains.  The  mountaineer  must 
not,  however,  expect  to  find  here 
men  capable  of  aiding  in  difficult  or 
adventurous  excursions. 

No  part  of  the  Alps  for  richness  and 
beauty  in  the  lower  valleys,  and  for 
wild  and  magnificent  scenery  in  the 
defiles  and  mountains,  surpasses  the 
valleys  of  the  Vaudois.  Easy  of  access 
by  railroad  from  Turin  to  Pignerol, 
La  Tour  is  reached  in  2  hrs.  from 
the  latter,  through  a  country  luxu- 
riant in  vegetation.  There  are  good 
inns  at  La  Tour,  to  make  head- 
quarters for  excursions ;  and  the 
civility  of  all  classes  to  strangers, 
especially  English,  ought  to  be  a 
recommendation  to  rambles  in  their 
country.  Of  the  Vaudois  generally, 
but  especially  of  the  mountaineers, 
it  has  been  justly  said,  that  'Uhey 
are,  from  ancient  habit,  honest,  civil, 
and  quiet ;  and,  from  their  situation 
and  necessity,  simple  and  laborious." 


[One  of  the  most  interesting  excur- 
sions from  La  Tour  is  into  the  valley 
of  Angrogna^  which  is  surrounded  by 
loftj  mountains  and  pasturages.  It 
is  richly  wooded  down  to  the  deep 
defiles  of  its  torrent,  and  presents 
every  variety  of  scenery,  some  of 
its  wild  scenes  are  associated  with 
the  history  of  the  Vaudois;  as  the 
defiles  or  Barrioades  of  Pra  del  Tor 
(2|  hrs.'  walk  from  La  Tour),  which, 
defended  by  them,  gave  security  to 
their  families,  who  sought  refuge 
within  this  grand  and  most  pictur- 
esque defile.  Above  it,  in  tne  re- 
cesses of  these  mountains,  concealed 
from  the  world  for  many  ages,  their 
Barbes,  or  teachers,  imparted  instruc- 
tion, and  fitted  their  pupils  for  the 
ministry.  Every  foot  of  ground  in 
this  valley  is  sacred  in  the  history 
of  this  extraordinary  people.  In  the 
Pra  del  Tor  there  has  lately  been 
erected  a  Roman  Catholic  church,  but 
the  heart  of  the  v&Uey  is  not  the 
heart  of  the  people,  lliis  excursion 
may  be  varied  by  crossing  directly 
over  the  hill  from  a  little  below  the 
Pra  del  Tor  to  St  Marguerite,  and 
thence  to  La  Tour  (3  hrs/ walk):  the 
whole  excursion  may  be  made  in  half 
a  day. 

The  excursion  may  be  varied  by 
following  the  high-road  to  the  village 
of  Angrogiia,  which  offers  from  many 
beautiful  points  of  view  the  plains  of 
Piedmont  The  return  may  be  made 
through  the  defiles,  or  on  the  steep 
slopes  that  bound  the  river.  A  day 
given  to  explore  the  Val  Angrogna 
will  be  remembered  with  p1easnre.j 

From  La  Tour,  up  the  valley  of 
the  Pellice,  the  road,  widened  for 
carriages  as  far  as  Bobbio,  but  exe- 
crably rough,  passes  by  the  hamlet 
of  St  Marguerite,  near  the  rock  of 
Castelluz,  where  is  situated  a  Pro- 
testant church.  Beyond  this  hamlet 
the  ascent  of  the  valley  is  rich  and 
picturesque.  [Opposite  the  village  of 
Villar  a  narrow  glen  opens  to  the  S., 
by  which  Crissolo,  in  the  head  valley 
of  the  Po  CRte.  168),  may  be  reached 
in  5  or  6  hrs.  over  the  ridge  of  the 
Sea  Bianco^ 
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^  hrs.  from  La  Toar 
Bobbio  is  reached.  No  inn.  A  sta^ 
tion  of  Sardinian  preposes,  or  dou- 
anieni,  and  a  cafe,  where  Jaequee  Rai- 
mond,  a  civil  and  experienced  guide 
for  the  mountains,  may  be  heard  ot. 
Above  Bobbio  there  is  only  a  mole- 
path,  7  hrs.'  walk  to  Abries. 

[From  Bobbio,  a  pass  N.  over  the 
mountain  by  Serra  te  Cmel  and  the 
Col  Julien  leads  to  Pralia  in  6  or  7  hrs. 
From  La  Tour  this  is  a  day's  journey, 
and  few  excursions  offer  more.striking 
scenes  especially  from  the  Col  Julien. 
Near  the  summit,  4hrs.'  hard  walk  from 
Bobbio,  surmounting  all  the  neigh- 
bouring ridges,  the  Monte  Yiao  ap- 
pears so  near  that  the  path  to  the  Col 
de  y  iso,  on  the  side  of  France,  can  be 
distinctly  traced,  ascending  nearly 
due  &,  beneath  the  precipices  till  it 
tarns  abruptly  to  the  £.  at  the  col. 
The  descent  towards  Pralis  is  very 
lone  and  &tiguing,  2  hrs.'  hard  waUL 
Pruis  consists  of  4  separate  hamlets. 
Uiere  is  no  Inn,  but  at  the  3rd  of 
these  strangers  are  received  kindly  at 
the  pastor's  house,  if  he  has  room. 
From  Pralis  down  the  valley  to  Perow 
(Kte.  161)  is  4  hrs.  by  a  char  road.l 

On  leaving  Bobbio  a  long  wall  is 
seen,  an  embankment,  or  Breakwater, 
made  to  guard  the  village  from  the 
inundations  of  the  P^lTioe;  it  was 
built  by  a  grant  from  Oliver  Crom- 
well, during  whose  protectorate  one 
of  those  fearful  calamities  nearly 
destroyed  Bobbio.  A  little  beyond, 
the  river  is  crossed,  and  the  moun- 
tain ascent  begins;  soon,  on  bending 
to  the  1.,  the  scenery  becomes  wild, 
though  the  bottom  is  still  occupied 
by  water-meadows  scattered  here  and 
there  with  walnut  and  chestnut.  The 
last  view  down  the  valley  towards 
Bobbio  is  very  fine. 

After  a  long  course  amidst  strangely 
situated  hamlets,  where  rooks  and 
trees  of  the  wildest  character  make 
up  a  rapid  succession  of  picturesque 
scenes,  the  path  reaches  a  dreary 
mass  of  rocks,  over  which  is  poured 
the  torrent  of  the  Pellice,  and  further 
progress  seems  forbidden.  Up  amidst 
these  fallen  fragments,  however,  a 
path  is  found,  threading  a  deep  ravine, 


in  which  an  the  rains  of  the  fort 
of  Miraho>M,  built  against  the  steep 
escarpments  of  the  mountain,  in  a 
grorge  which  is  utterly  impassable  on 
U&e  side  opposite  to  the  fort;  nor  is 
there  a  pata  on  the  side  where  the 
ruaaa  of  the  fort  stand  that  does  not 
pass  through  its  former  gates.  The 
fort  was  demolished  after  the  wars  of 
the  French  revolution,  in  1796. 

[A  little  before  reaching  Mirabouc, 
a  valley  towards  the  rt.  leads  to  the 
village  of  Abries  by  the  Coi  de 
Molaure^  a  shorter  but  more  diiBcuU 
path  than  that  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix.] 

Above  the  fort  Mirabouc,  a  roughly 
pitched  path  through  a  narrow  and 
sterile  valley  enters  upon  the  mea- 
dows of  the  Bergerie  de  Pra  (3  hrs. 
from  Bobbio)— the  highest  hamlet  in 
the  valley,  situated  in  the  midst  of 
fertile  pastura§[es,  where  barley  and 
potatoes  are  raised. 

From  the  Bergerie  of  Pra,  where 
the  Alpine  traveller  may  rest  in  a 
grange  with  more  comfort  than  in 
many  places  of  much  greater  preten- 
sion, he  may  reach  the  French  side  of 
Monte  Viso  by  the  Col  de  Seyliere 
ait  a  much  earlier  hour  than  from 
Abries  in  the  valley  of  the  Guil; 
having  crossed  it,  the  distance  is 
short  to  the  Col  de  la  Traversette, 
and  this  is  the  easiest  d6tour  by  the 
Viso  from  the  Val  de  Police  to  the 
valley  of  the  Pa 

The  lovers  of  the  chase  may  find 
hunter's  accommodation  at  the  Ber- 
gerie de  Pra.  The  abundance  of  cha- 
mois in  the  surrounding  mountains* 
and  the  fine,  honest  character  of  the 
peasantry  here,  are  great  temptaticms 
to  its  enjoyment* 

The  ascent  to  the  Cb/  <fe  la 
Croix  is  by  a  steep  path,  made  in 
sigsags  up  the  abrupt  side  of  the  col 
towaras  Piedmont  The  col  is  reached 
in  li  hr.  from  the  Bergerie;  and  from 
the  highest  point  (7611  ft.)  there  is  a 
striking  view  of  the  defile  of  Mirabouc, 
and  Monte  Viso  is  a  noble  object.  The 
col  is  nearly  level  for  half  an  hour, 
and  then  the  path,  traversing  the  side 
of  a  hollow,  gradually  subsides  to  the 
valley  of  the  Guil,  within  the  terri- 
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tory  of  France.  On  the  col  there  is 
a  block  of  stone  carred  witii  the  fleur- 
de-lis,  and  the  cross  of  Savoy,  to  mark 
the  frontier,  and  at  LaMowta,  in  the  val' 
ley  of  the  Guil,  a  station  of  the  douane, 
where  trarellers  are  examined;  the 
descent  into  France  is  very  gradual; 
traces  of  an  intended  road  surveyed 
under  Napoleon  may  be  seen.  On 
the  rt.,  in  descending,  there  is  a  den, 
miscalled  an  inn,  at  La  Monta ;  thence, 
through  the  hamlet  of  Ristolas,  you 
reach  in  24  hrs.  from  the  col 

Abries  (a  country  7nn,  Etoile,  or 
chez  Richard;  very  fair  auartcrs ; 
but  make  your  bargain  and  nx  prices 
beforehand),  a  town  of  1525  inhab. 
Here  the  torrent  from  Valprevaire 
Hows  into  the  Guil,  and  a  path  up 
its  course  leads  to  several  moun- 
tain passes.  Below  Abries  the  road 
through  the  valley  of  the  Guil,  good 
and  passable  for  a  light  caliche, 
passes  the  valleys  in  which  there 
are  still  Protestant  communities,  par- 
ticularly that  of  St  Yeran  (Rte.  169), 
in  a  valley  which  joins  from  the  L 
the  valley  of  the  Guil,  at  Ville- 
vielles,  and  the  valley  of  Arvieux, 
which  enters  that  of  the  Guil  near 
Queiras.  To  these,  and  the  Yal 
Frasseni^res,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Durance,  the  name  of  the  Pays  deNeff 
has  been  given,  to  commemorate'  the 
services  rendered  to  these  commu- 
nities by  the  Swiss  Protestant  minis- 
ter, who  devoted  his  life  to  renovating 
and  sustaining  the  religious  worship 
of  the  primitive  Christians  that  haa 
existed  m  these  valleys  from  time  im- 
memorial Keff,  like  Oberlln,  the 
good  pastor  of  the  Ban  de  la  Roche, 
not  only  promoted  the  religious  faith 
and  practice  of  these  people,  but  esta- 
blished schools,  and  taught  tiiem  api- 
culture, and  the  elements  of  other 
useful  knowledge.  He  died  in  1829. 
His  name  throughout  these  valleys 
is  remembered  with  the  deepest  re- 
verence and  affection*  2^  hrs.  fur- 
ther is 

The  ChdtBou  de  Queiras,  finely 
situated  in  the  valley:  it  is  gar* 
risoned,  and  entirely  commands  the 
pass,  and  from  every  point  of  view 


presents  a  most  picturesque  ob^__ 
There  is  a  tolerable  inn  at  Queiras. 

Below  Queiras  a  new  road  is  open 
to  Mont  Dauphin.  The  old  one  skirts 
the  deep  bed  of  the  river  for  a  short 
way,  then  descending  to  the  torrent, 
which  it  crosses,  it  continues  for 
nearly  2  hrs.,  through  a  fine  defile. 
In  some  places  the  mountains  seem 
to  dose  m  above  the  traveller;  and 
it  is  often  necessary  to  cross  the  Guil 
to  find  a  path  on  one  side,  which  is 
forbidden  on  the  other  by  projecting 
rocks  or  precipices  of  vast  height : 
some  hamlets  are  passed  in  this  savage 
ravine.  From  some  points  in  the 
path  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
Mont  Pelvoux,  seen  at  the  head  of  the 
Vol  Louise.  At  length  the  road  emerges, 
winds  up  a  steep  and  rugged  path, 
crosses  the  torrent  of  Seillac,  and 
descends  upon  Quillestre  (a  very  fair 
Irm,  perhaps  the  best  in  this  part  of 
Dauphine),  a  little  bourg,  lying  on  the 
L  of  the  road  to  Mont  Dauphin,  which 
was  one  of  the  stations,  during  the 
war,  for  English  prisoners. 

A  littie  below,  the  road  passes  be- 
neath ihefwt  of  Mont  Dauphin,  planned 
by  Vauban  and  Catinat,  which  guards 
this  entrance  to  France— a  garrison 
singularly  placed  on  a  precipitous 
rock  of  conglomerate  that  is  nearly 
insulated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guil 
at  its  confluence  with  the  Durance. 
The  Inn  (Oaf^  du  Nord)  is  good  for 
Dauphin^,  but  not  clean  ;  clean  lodg- 
ings and  beds  are  kept  for  the  ofiicers 
of  the  garrison,  and  can  be  engaged 
by  travellers.  For  the  sake  of  these 
it' may  be  worth  while  to  ascend  the 
steep  hill  on  which  the  fort  stands,  be- 
sides which,  from  the  drawbridge  you 
have  a  fine  view  of  Mont  Pelvoux,  un- 
der Mont  Dauphin.  The  great  route 
from  Marseilles  and  Digne  to  Bri- 
an^on  is  entered;  and  the  course  down 
the  valley  to  Embrun  (2  hrs.)  is  by 
an  admirably  formed  and  well-kent 
road.    (See  Handbook  for  France.} 

If  this  excursion  be  commenced 
from  the  side  of  France  the  diligence 
from  Brian^on  to  Gap  will  drop  the 
traveller  at  Mt,  Dauphin  (5  or  6 
hrs.  walk  fVom  Brian(,*on),  where  an 
omnibus  will  take  him  on  to  Guillestre. 
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There  be  can  hire  a  one-horse  caliche 
for  Abries,  stoppinji:  at  Queiras  to  rest 
and  dine.  Time:  Briancon  to  Guil- 
lestre,  4^  hrs.  G.  to  Abries,  6  hrs., 
exclusive  of  stops.  Avoid  making  the 
journey  between  the  1st  and  2l8t  of 
July,  that  being  the  time  allowed  by 
the  Frendi  Government  for  catting 
wood  in  the  forests — the  horses  are 
tlien  all  employed,  and  the  charge  for 
them  is  exorbitant :  indeed  it  is  so 
«t  all  times. 


ROUTE  168. 

MONT  DAUPHIN  TO  8ALT7ZZO,  IW  THE  OOL 
DE  LA  TRAVEBSETTB. 

Time  steady  walking  from  Mont 
Dauphin  to  Queyras  is  ^  hrs.  through 
a  magnificent  ravine,  good  road;  thence 
to  Abries  2^  hrs.,  scenery  tamer;  and 
to  the  col  5  hrs.  more.  The  char-coad 
ceases  at  La  Monta.  From  thence  to 
Crissolo,  in  the  valley  of  the  Po,  the 
pass  is  only  for  pedestrians. 

From  Mont  Dauphin  to  Abries  (Bte. 
162). 

After  passing  Bistolas  and  ascend- 
ing the  valley  of  the  Guil  to  1a 
Monta— where  the  path  to  the  Col 
de  la  Croix  turns  off  to  the  L — ^the 
route  to  the  Monte  Yiso  continue3  up 
the  valley  to  the  highest  village,  I^a 
Chalpe,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
La  Monta.  At  La  Chalpe  guides 
may  be  obtained  for  excursions  either 
across  the  Monte  Viso  to  Saluzzo,  or 
into  the  valleys  and  recesses  of  Monte 
Viso. 

The  valley  of  the  Ouil  above 
Abries  is  narrow  and  savage :  bare 
e|id  precipitous  escarpments  descend 


to    the   torrent,  «ad    form   its    left 
boundary :    the  bed  of  the  Gull    is 
filled  'With  enormous   rocks.       The 
path  to  the  col  ascends  above  the 
rt.  bank  over  steep    accliviUes    and 
pasturages  abounding  in  rare  plants. 
Above  these  the  head  ^f  the  Monte 
Viso  is  continually  presented  filling 
the  open  space  in  the  view,  formed  by 
the  sides  of  the  valley  of  the  GoiL 
The  highest  chalet,  probably  nearly 
8000  ft.  above  the  sea,  formerly  af- 
forded a  very  tolerable  refuge  for  a 
night  or  two  to  a  mountain  traveUer; 
but  the  roof  fell  in  durinpf  the  spring 
of  1860,  owing  to  the  .weight  of  snow, 
and  the  only  other  hut,. occupied  by  2 
or  3  shepherds,  has  a  deterring  aspect. 
From  this  point  an  active  p^estriao 
may  reach  Bobbio,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Pellice,  in  5  hrs.,  and  La  Tour  de 
Luserna  in  7  hrs.  (Rte.  162%    Above 
the  ruined  Bergerie  du  Monviso  the 
pasturages  are  at  length  left  and  the 
ascent  Ues  over  a  road  rudely  paved 
with  large  rough  stones.     This  has 
been  several  times  repaired  so  as  to 
enable  mules  to.f  ass,hut-fresh  damage 
is  constantly  arising  from  the  action 
of  the  elements,   and  during   some 
summers  the  snow  lies  low  on  both 
sides  of  the  pass.    The  paved  road 
reaches  to  the  QaUery  of  the  !DraKer' 
settel  pierced  through  the  mountain 
250  feet  below  the  crest  ilts  entrance, 
long  dosed  by  the  fallen  debris, of  the 
precipices  which  overhang  the  pass, 
nas  been  cleared  of  all  obstacles,  and 
opened  out  so  as  to  render  thb  i^ss 
easy  to  ordinary  pedestidana.     The 
tunnel  is  250  ft.  long,  10  ft.  high,  and 
10  ft.  wide. 

Documents  existing  at  SalucesproTO 
that  the  Fertui$  du  Viao,  or  tunnel 
below  the  col,  was  executed,  1480, 
by  Ludovico  L,  Marquis  of  Saluees; 
who,  with  a  spirit  beyond  his  age, 
undertook  this  extraordinary  work 
for  the  commercial  interests  of  his 
people,  by  making  a  route  three  days 
shorter  than  any  other  from  Salooes 
to  Dauphinl.  By  treaty  with  Rene, 
king  of  rrovenoe,  who  contributed  to- 
wards the  expenses  on  his  side  of  Uie 
zQDUataiQ,  tlus  xopd  was  opened  to  re* 
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ceive  from  France,  by  laden  mules, 
salt,  drapery,  and  metal  wares,  in  re- 
turn for  nut-oil,  wine,  rice,  and  flax 
from  the  marquisate  of  Saluces.  By 
means  of  this  gallery,  and  the  roacu 
constructed  as  approaches,  this  inter- 
course was  open  6  or  8  months  in  the 
year.  The  gallery  was  beg^n  in  1478, 
and  was  completed  in  1 480  j  —an  extra- 
ordinary work  to  accomplish  in  that 
time,  as  the  excavators  could  only 
labour,  at  that  height  above  the  sea 
level,  about  4  or  5  months  in  the 
year. 

This  gallery  has  frequently  been 
buried  under  rooks  descending  from 
above— in  1620, 1676, 1798, 1812, 1823 
— and  the  fallen  masses  were  removed 
by  the  people  of  the  communes  on 
either  side  of  the  mountain.  It  is 
liable  to  be  closed  by  snow  after  severe 
winters. 

The  passage  is  once  more  free, 
and  is  g;reat1y  fecilitated  by  the  gal- 
lery ;  for,  though  the  perpendicular 
height  saved  is  not  300  ft,  this  is  the 
most  difficult  part. 

From  the  col  the  view  down  the 
valley  of  the  Fo,  and  over  the  plains  of 
Piedmont,  is  pre-eminently  beautiful. 
This  vast  expanse,  seen  from  a  height 
of  very  nearly  10,000  Eng.  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  commands  a  view 
over  an  extent  of  100  miles  to  the 
horizon.  The  rocks  and  vast  preci- 
pices in  the  foregroxmd  and  on  the 
col,  the  deep  subsidences  of  the  moun- 
tains which  bound  the  valley  of  the 
Po  immediately  below  the  observer, 
till  they  sink  lower  and  lower  into 
the  plains,  are  most  impressive.  On 
the  plain,  bright  but  indistinct  masses 
mark  the  positions  of  the  towns  and 
cities  of  Piedmont  within  the  view, 
and  this  indistinctness,  contrasted 
with  the  sharp  and  defined  forms  of 
the  enormous  peak  of  the  Yiso,  rising 
yet  3000  feet  higher  than  the  spot 
on  which  the  observer  stands,  and  in 
close  proximity,  produce  an  inde- 
scribable effect  upon  his  mind  and 
feelings,  making  tnis  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  and  sublime  scenes  in 
the  world. 

In  order  to  gain  a  prospect  of  the 


range  of  Alps  towards  the  north,  the 
traveller  must  descend  a  little  towards 
Italy,  and  then  mount  an  eminence 
on  the  L  which  before  obscured  that 
part  of  the  chain  :  but  this  is  only 
recommended  to  those  who  have  time 
to  spare,  which  few  have  who  wish  to 
gain  Faesana  on  the  side  of  Italy,  or 
Abries  in  France,  as  resting-places 
for  the  night. 

The  traveller  who  would  enjoy  this 
view  should  leave  Abries  so  as  to  be 
on  the  Col  de  Vito  by  10  o'clock  or 
earlier.  This  can  only  be  made  cer- 
tain by  startin?  soon  after  4  in  the 
morning  from  Abries,  or  better  still, 
by  sleeping  at  La  Monta,  or  at  one  of 
the  chalets  higher  up  in  the  valley: 
before  mid-day  vapours  rise  in  the 
plains  and  the  valley  of  the  Po, 
and  obscure  the  prospect.  The 
Ch&let  of  La  Trouchct  lies  in  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  near  where  it 
is  quitted  to  ascend  the  col;  here 
clean  straw  or  hay  may  be  had 
to  sleep  upon,  and  ewe's  milk  curd 
for  food.  The  chftlet  is  situated  half 
way  in  time  between  Abries  and  the 
col,  2^  hrs.  from  each. 

The  col  is  a  mere  ridge,  so  narrow 
that  it  is  traversed  in  a  few  paces. 
On  it  are  the  remains  of  a  redoubt; 
and  during  the  wars  of  the  Revo- 
lution many  struggles  were  made  and 
skirmishes  fought  for  the  possession 
of  this  position. 

Some,  with  no  better  foundation 
than  the  fiict  that  the  plains  of  the 
Po  could  be  seen  from  the  col,  have 
supposed  that  this  was  the  route  of 
Hannibal;  but  the  same  authority 
that  records  his  having  shown  the 
plains  to  his  army  states  that  the 
army  encamped  on  the  summit,  and 
waited  three  days  for  stragglers. 
Here,  100  men  could  not  have  en- 
camped, and  the  pass  must  ever  have 
been  impracticable  to  elephants,  and 
even  horses. 

Down  a  steep  and  difficult  path  the 
traveller  has  to  proceed  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Po;  but  there  is  nothing 
about  the  pass  that  would  strike  even 
an  inexperienced  traveller  as  dan- 
gerous. 

z2 
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AboQt  1000  ft  below  the  ool  a 
mass  of  rock  is  turned  abruptly,  and 
on  the  rt  there  lies  a  scene  unsur- 
passed for  the  immensity  of  the  ob- 
jects above,  below,  and  around  the 
observer.  On  looking  up  to  the  rL, 
one  of  the  peaks  of  Monte  Yiso 
rises,  in  all  its  maenificence,  on  one 
side  of  a  deep  vallev,  in  which  are 
seen  some  little  dark  laJ^es,  the  sources 
of  the  Po,  which  below  them  is  seen 
to  trickle  in  a  silver  line  down  the 
black  rocks,  from  i}^e  base  of  the  Yiso 
into  the  valiey  beyond.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  impression  of  solitude  and 
sublimity  maae  by  this  scene.  At 
length,  however,  the  wildness  of  the 
scene  is  passed,  and  vegetation  is  soon 
after  reached  in  a  beautiful  little  plain 
covered  with  the  Hchest  herbage.  This 
spot  is  called  the  Piano  del  lie ;  in  it 
there  is  a  delicious  fountain,  from  which 
the  traveller  rarely  fails  to  quaff. 

A  short  descent  from  the  Piano  del 
Be  leads  to  another  little  plain,  the 
J^iano  di  Fiorenza,  so  named  from  its 
beautiful  flowers,  with  which  it  is  en- 
amelled. Nearly  2  m.  below  is  the 
first  hamlet,  Fiona  Maize,  a  name 
derived  from  the  forest  of  larches 
which  is  near  it  The  wretched  ap- 
pearance of  its  inhabitants  is  sicken- 
ing :  here  is  the  station  of  the  Sar- 
dinian douane.  About  3  m.  further 
down  the  valley  is  the  highest  village, 
Crissoh,  formerly  notorious  for  its 
wretched  accommodation.  There  is 
now  a  tolerable  Inn  at  the  lowest  of 
the  hamlets  in  the  commune.  It  is 
several  degrees  better  than  the  moun- 
tain inns  found  in  Dauphind 

Below  Crissolo  there  are  some  fine 
wild  scenes  in  the  valley  of  the  Po ; 
and  after  having  passed  tne  confluence 
of  the  Lenta  with  the  Po,  the  village 
of  Oncino  is  seen  in  a  striking  situa- 
tion between  the  two  rivers.  From 
Oncino,  the  view  of  the  valley  of  the 
Po,  and  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  is 
singularly  fine.  The  inhabitants  of 
Oncino  had  some  celebrity  as  bri- 
gands ;  at  least  their  neightlours  gave 
them  that  character. 

Professor  Forbes  made  an  interest- 
ing excursion  round  Monte  Yiso  in 
1829.     Instead  of  descending  to  the 


pasturages  on  the  side  of  Piedmont, 
he  skirted,  on  the  eastern  side,  the 
middle  height  of  the  Monte  ITiso, 
and  passing  the  little  dark  lakes,  the 
sources  of  the  Po,  ascended  the  raUey 
under  the  Yiso,  which  runs  nearly 
parallel  to  the  great  chain ;  and 
crossing  the  oc^  that  divides  this 
valley  from  that  of  Ponte,  which 
leads  down  to  Castel  Delfino,  and 
ascending  on  the  rt.  from  the  Val 
de  Ponte,  recrossed  the  main  chain 
by  the  Col  de  Coulaon  on  the  W. 
shoulder  of  the  Monte  Yiso,  and 
thence  descended  into  the  valley  of 
the  Guil,  having  made  a  complete 
circuit  of  the  mountain ;  but  it  was 
accomplished  only  with  excessive  fa- 
tigue and  difiiculty. 

Now  that  there  is  tolerable  accom- 
modation at  Crissolo  the  best  way  to 
make  the  tour  is  to  take  a  ^ide  from 
that  village  and  cross  the  ridge  sepa- 
rating the  Po  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
Yal  di  Yallante  (Rte.  165),  keeping 
as  high  up,  and  as  near  to  the  main 
mass  of  Monte  Yiso,  as  possible :  from 
thence  an  active  mountaineer  might 
cross  the  Col  di  Yallante  to  the 
Bergerie,  and  firom  thence  return  to 
the  valley  of  the  Po  by  the  Traver- 
sette,  all  in  the  same  day*  but  it  would 
be  a  severe  day's  work. 

Paesctna  is  distant  from  Crissolo 
about  3  hrs.  It  is  a  large  town  with 
5000  Inhab.  Here  there  is  a  very  tole- 
rable inn.  Desiderio  king  of  the 
Lombards,  who  was  defeated  by  Char- 
lemagne, and  kept  prisoner  for  a  l(»g 
time  at  Yienne,  m  Dauphine,  was 

Sermitted  at  last  to  take  up  his  resi- 
enoe  at  Paesana.    From  Paesana  a 
tolerable  road  branches  off  to 

Barge— {Inn:  Lion  d'Or,  good  and 
cheap) — ^and  passes  through  a  beauti- 
ful and  rich  country,  by  Bibbiena  and 
St.  Giovanni,  to  Lucema  and  La  Tour 
(Bte.  134). 

From  Paesana  to  Saluces  is  about 
17  m.,  passing  through  the  town  of 

Sanfront  (Inhab.  above  5000)  and 
the  villages  of  Gambasca  and  Mar- 
tiniana.    At  the  latter*   the   valley, 


Pied^  Sf  Savoy. 


ROUTE  165. — ^ABRlis  TO  CDNBO. 


471 


which  bad  widened  to  the  plains  ftora. 
Paesana,  ifl  altogether  left  W  the  tra- 
veller and  the  remaining  diBtance  of 
6  or  7  m.,  after  skirtine  the  moun- 
tain, enters  upon  the  plain,  over  a 
level  road,  to 

Saluces  (ItaL  Saluzzo)  (Trms:  H.  da 
Coq;  Couronne;  Armes  de  Savoie),  a 
town  of  15,814  Inhab.  Not  much  to 
be  seen  here.  Cathedral,  1480.  The 
old  Castle  of  the  Marquises  of  Saluces, 
above  the  town,  is  now  a  prison. 
Fine  view  from  its  terrace.  In  one  of 
the  squares,  a  statue  of  Silvio  Pellico, 
author  of  *  Mie  Prigioni,*  bom  here 
1789.  Fine  fruits— peaches,  figs.  Rly. 
hence  to  Turin  by  Savigliano  in 
l}hr.  ^  ^ 


ROUTE  165. 

ABRI^  TO  CUNEO,  BT  VAL  VRAITA 
OB  VAL  UAIRA. 

This  route  leads  through  very 
beautiful  scenery,  which  has  been 
much  neglected  by  tourists,  and  the 
pass  of  Vallante  presents  some  grand 
and  striking  scenes.  The  Monte 
Viso  juts  out  towards  Italy  from  the 
main  chain  of  the  Cottian  Alps  in  the 
form  of  a  bastion,  the  acute  inner 
angle  of  which  belongs  to  France, 
and  sends  its  waters  to  the  GuiL 
'The  N.E.  £eu»  of  the  bastion  rises 
above  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the 
Po,  while  the  &  face  sends  its  waters 
through  various  secondary  valleys  to 
the  Yal  Vraita. 

The  summit  of  Monte  Viso  being 
considered  the  salient  angle  of  the 
bastion,  the  p«ss  of  the  Traversette 
lies  to  the  N.  W.,  the  Col  di  Vallante, 
immediately  W.  of  the  summit,  cross- 
ing the  S.  face  of  the  bastion* 

From  Abrica  to  a  short  distanoe 


below  the  Bergerie  de  Monviso  the 
route  is  the  same  as  in  Rte.  163.  At 
that  point,  instead  of  turning  up  to 
the  1.,  the  main  valley  is  followed  for 
J  hr.  towards  the  highest  peak  of  the 
mountain.  The  scenery  here  is  very 
impressive.  The  head  of  the  valley 
forms  a  sort  of  amphitheatre ;  in  the 
nearly  level  bottom  snow  lies  for  9  or 
10  months  of  the  year;  and  around, 
especially  towards  the  highest  part  of 
the  mountain,  precipitous  faces  of 
rock  alternate  with  steep  shelving 
slopes  covered  with  perpetual  snow. 
In  spite  of  the  great  height  of  Monte 
Viso  (12,586  n.),  none  but  small 
glaciers  of  the  second  order  are  formed 
about  it,  partly  because  of  its  extreme 
steepness,  partly  because  the  climate 
is  very  sensibly  warmer  than  that  of 
Switzerland  or  northern  Piedmont. 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Vallante 
commences  up  a  mass  of  very  steep 
debris  mingled  with  snow  at  the  base 
of  some  vertical  rocks.  It  will  He 
advisable  to  take  one  of  the  shepherds 
from  the  last  chalets  to  show  the  way, 
as  it  may  very  easily  be  missed. 
Above  thedebris  is  an  extensive  snow 
ridge,  over  which  the  course  bears 
somewhat  to  the  rt  or  E.  of  S.,  till 
the  traveller  suddenly  finds  himself  on 
the  upper  margin  of  a  steep  hollow 
channel,  or  couloir,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  filled  with  snow. 

The  descent,  though  steep,  presents 
no  difiicnlty  to  a  practised  moun- 
taineer, nor  will  be  require  a  guide 
beyond  the  summit.  Care  must  be 
taken  to  keep  to  the  rt.  side  of  the 
ravine  which  commences  below  the 
snow-slopes.  The  summit  of  the  Col 
di  Vallante  is  about  the  height  of  the 
Traversette,  or  nearly  10,000  Eng.  ft.; 
and  the  vertical  height  descended  to 
reach  the  highest  chalets  in  Val  di 
Vallante  must  be  very  considerable. 
At  these  chalets  of  Ponte  a  hospitable 
old  man  will  give  shelter  for  the  night, 
with  milk,  cheese,  &c.,  to  tired  tra- 
veller; and  for  those  making  the  tour 
of  Monte  Viso,  these  ^juarters,  how- 
ever poor,  are  convenient  Care  is 
necessary  to  avoid  mistakes  arising 
from  the  name  Ponte  being  applied 
to  several   different   places  in    tbia 
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neigbbenrhood.  The  principal  place 
BO  named  is  Potde .  Chianale,  the  chief 
village  in  the  S.  branch  of  the  Val 
Yraita.  The  small  hamlet  of  Castel- 
pcnte^  2  hrs.  below  Ponte  Chianale,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Yal  di  Yallante 
-with  the  Yal  de  Chianale,  is  also 
i;alled  Fonte;  and  the  chalets  above 
fpoken  of  bear  the  same  name. 

A  short  distance  below  the  chalets 
trees  beg^n  to  appear,  and  the  scenery 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  Yal  di  Yal- 
lante is  very  beautiful,  the  charm 
beinff  enhanced  by  its  contrast  with 
the  bare  and  savage  character  of  the 
higher  valleys  of  Monte  Yiso.  Prom 
Castelponte  there  is  a  rough  mule- 
path  to  Casteldeliino;  but  Uiere  are 
footpaths  which  make  the  way  shorter 
and  pleasanter  to  the  pedestrian.  In 
9  hrs.  from  Abrics  the  traveller  reaches 

Casteidelfiwoj  the  chief  village  of  the 
upper  Yal  Yraita,  containing  a  poor 
An;  the  landlord  is  blind;  but  though 
not  to  be  recommended,  it  is  better 
than  similar  places  in  Dauphin^  The 
position  is  very  beautiful;  and  if  the 
acoonunodation  were  better,  it  would 
be  an  excellent  place  for  headquarters* 
The  Val  Vraita^  which  runs  due  E. 
for  20  m.  from  hence  to  Yenasca, 
where  it  opens  out  into  the  plain  of 
^Piedmont,  differs  in  dliaracter  from 
the  neighbouring  valleys.  Being  less 
contracted,  it  has  fine  open  pastures, 
extensive  pine-forests  on  the  slopes 
of  the  mountains,  and  some  tillage  in 
the  bottom  of  the  valley.  Above  Cas* 
teldelfino  it  is  separated  into  two 
branches  by  the  ridge  descending 
from  the  Onm  Hioburent,  11,000  ft  in 
height,  the  highest  peak  in  the  chain 
S.  of  Monte  Yiso.  The  N.  branch,  or 
Yal  di  Chianale,  leads  by  the  Col  del 
Agnello  to  Queiras  in  the  valley  of  the 
Guil  (Rte.  162),  or  by  the  Colde  Longet 
to  Baroelonette,  through  the  valley  of 
the  Ubaye  (Rte.  169).  Both  these 
passes  are  nearly  9000  ft  in  height 
The  &  branch,  or  Yal  di  Bellino, 
communicates  by  several  passes  with 
the  valley  of  the  Ubaye.  There  is  a 
char-road  from  Casteldelfino  to  &im* 
peyre^  about  10  m.,  the  chief  village 
in   Yal  Yraita,    and   from   thence 


to  VenoBca,  10  m.  farther.  This  is 
distant  about  10  m.  either  from  Sa- 
Inzzo,  or  from  the  stat  of  Maddalena 
on  the  rly.  from  Turin  to  Caneo. 
Those  who  are  not  pressed  for  time, 
and  who  wish  to  see  more  of  this 
portion  of  the  Alps,  will  cross  the 
ridge  S.  of  Casteldelfino,  separating 
the  valleys  of  Yraita  and  Maira.  The 
ascent  to  the  Oul  di  Eha  is  very 
beautiful,  partly  through  pine-forest, 
partly  through  open  pastures  covered 
with  rare  ana  beautiful  alpine  plants. 
It  is  but  a  slight  detour  to  ascend 
nearly  due  S.|  reaching  the  ridge  a 
little  to  the  E.  of  the  actual  col.  The 
views  in  the  ascent  and  from  the 
snomiit  are  very  b^ntiful.  Monte 
Yiso  is  of  course  the  most  conspicu- 
ous object  but  in  many  other  direc- 
tions rugged  ranges  are  seen,  whose 
very  existence  is  unknown  to  the 
generality  of  alpine  travellers.  W. 
of  the  col  is  a  fine  rocky  peak,  the 
Felvo  di  Elva,  just  10,000  ft  in  height, 
which  must  command  a  still  finer 
view.  J'rom  the  summit  (probably 
about  7000  ft.  in  height)  there  is  a 
path  leading  down  to  a  small  cluster 
of  very  poor  houses^  at  the  head  of 
a  ravine  which  runs  down  due  S.  to 
the  main  valley.  Like  the  Yal  Maira 
itself,  these  tributary  valleys  or 
ravines  are  all  extremely  steep  and 
abrupt^  so  that  it  is  a  matter  of  labour 
and  difficulty,  often  an  impossibility, 
to  cross  them.  It  is  therefore  neces- 
sary to  decide  in  time  whether  the 
traveller  intends  to  steer  for  Pros, 
or  Prazzo,  the  highest  village  in  Yal 
Maira,  where  tolerable  anarters  are 
to  be  found,  or  whether  he  proposes 
to  reach  on  the  same  day  S.  I>amiano, 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  valley.  In 
either  case  a  considerable  detour  is 
rendered  necessary  by  the  extreme 
steepness  of  all  the  slopes  of  the 
mountains.  The  course  to  Prass  lies 
to  the  rt  of  the  main  ravine;  that  to 
Stroppo,  the  first  village  in  the  Yd 
Maira,  after  a  steep  descent  bears 
away  to  the  1.  by  the  village  of  Eko. 
The  scenery  throughout  £?ars  com- 
parison with  many  districts  of  fiir 
greater  celebrity;  and  the  view  of  the 
ranges  of  the  Maritime  Alps,  from  a 
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projeeting  eminence,  which  mast  be 
crossed  hy  a  short  ascent  from  the 
▼illa^  or  Elva,  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  in  this  part  of  the  AJps.- 
Stroppo  lies  more  than  a  thousand 
feet  lower  than  Casteldelfino,  yet  the 
river  runs  in  a  deep  ravine  below 
which  it  has  cut  out  of  the  yielding 
strata.  Stroj^  has  a  very  smal^  /fc% 
of  which,  owing  to  the  landlord's  ab- 
sence, the  writer  was  unable  to  see 
the  interior.  At  the  next  village, 
Alma^  there  are  two  /w»,  both  very 
mean,  so  that  it  is  better  to  push  tm 
to  S.  Damiano,  about  3  Irrs.  from 
Stroppo.  The  walk  should,  if  pos* 
sible,  oe  taken  either  early  or  late,  as 
it  is  oppressively  hot  during  the  day- 
time. Yet  it  would  be  a  loss  to  pass 
such  beautiful  scenery  in  the  dark; 
ajid  the  track  is  so  extremely  rough 
that  it  would  be  disagreeable,  and 
even  dangerous  in  places  where  it  is  a 
mere  narrow  shelf  cut  out  of  a  pre- 
cipitous slope. 
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8an  Damicmo  is  a  laree  and  thriving 
villaee,  with  a  very  fiiir  /mi,  when  a 
one-horse  vehicle  may  be  hired,  which 
will  reach  the  rljr.  stat.  at  Cuneo  in 
about  3  hrs.,  passmg-  through  the  fine 
country  town  of  Dronero. 


noWTE  166. 

CtJNEO  TO  EKBRUN,  BY  THE  COL  d'aR* 

oenti£:be  and  barcelonette. 

The  Stun,  one  of  the  largest  afflu« 
ents  of  the  Po,  which  the  traveller  to 
Nice  crosses  near  Cuneo,  or  Coni,  issues 
from  an  ofp&n.  valley  opposite  to  St^ 
pftlnMsioy  wheiTe  the  high  road  to  Nice 
is  left,  and  the  course  up  the^  valley 
of  the  8t&m  is  by  a  very  good  roacl 
for  a  light  carriage,  which  extends  as 
&r  as  Venadio^neatly  facilitating 
the  intercourse  wiw  this  place,  which 
is  the  principal  bonrg  in  Uie  valley« 
and  o£fering  a  temptation  to  invalids 
to^  visit  the  mineral  firings  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  are  much  fre** 
quented.  The  distance  from  St.  Dal- 
mazio  to  Yenadio  is  nearly  8  leagnest 

In  ascending  the  valley,  the  first 
hamlet  is  that  of  St  Martino;  soon 
after  passing  it  the  Stnra  appears  in 
its  deep  course  in  the  valley;  and  be- 
yond, it,  rising  abruntly  amidst  some 
S'nnaded  rocks  and  precipices,  lies 
e  villriffe  of  Roeoa  Spairiera.  Fran* 
eis  L  in  his  invasion  of  Italy  (1515) 
despatched  a  column  of  cavalry  under 
Bayard  from  Briangon  by  the  Cols  de 
Sestri^re  and  Argentifbre,  paths  where 
a  horse  had  seulom  passed  before, 
which,  desoending  suddenly  the  rocks 
of  Roeca  Spamera,  surprised  the 
Papal  general  Prosper  Colonna  at 
table  in  villa  Franca,  near  the  head- 
water of  tiie  Po,  and  made  him  pri- 
soner, with  a  band  of  700  knights,  his 
followers,  so  suddenly  that  be  asked 
if  they  had  dropped  from  the  clouds. 

Soon  after  paasing  Rocca  Sparviera 
the  road  winds  down  to  the  river, 
crosses  the  Stnra,  and  continues  on 
its  left  bank  almost  throvghout  the 
valley.  The  nultivated  land  which 
borders  the  Stnra  is  very  rich  and 
luxuriant:  the  chestnut  trees  are  of 
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great  magpnitade ;  and  the  forms  of 
the  mountains  which  boimd,the  valley 
are  highly  picturesque. 

About  4  leagues  from  St.  Dalmazio 
the  traveller  reaches 

Demoni  (Thn;  Hear  de  Lys,  poor). 
A  town  formerly  remarkable  ror  its 
fort,  which  guarded  the  valley  of  the 
Stura  and  the  communication  with 
France  by  the  Col  d*Argenti^re  ;  it 
was  built  by  Charles  Emanuel  L  in 
the  16th  cent.,  upon  the  ruins  of  an 
old  castle  which  had  been  razed  by 
the  Austrians  in  1559.  It  has  been 
memorable  for  its  sieges  in  almost 
every  war  between  France  and  Sar- 
dinia. In  that  of  1744,  when  the 
Spanish  and  French  armies,  com- 
manded by  the  infant  Don  Philip  and 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  invaded  Pied- 
mont, they  forced  the  narrow  pass  of 
the  Barricades,  descended  the  valley 
of  the  Stura,  and  took  the  fort  of 
Demont  by  the  use  of  red-hot  shot. 
Afterward  they  besieged  Coni,  and 
fought  a  battle  which  they  won  from 
Charles  Emanuel  IIL,  who  succeeded, 
however,  in  throwing  supplies  into 
the  city,  which  was  gallantly  de- 
fended. After  a  long  and  tedious  in- 
vestment, the  storms  of  autumn  and 
the  want  of  supplies — which  were  cut 
off  by  the  Piedmontese  peasantry — 
compelled  the  allies  to  raise  the  siege 
and  recross  the  Alps  towards  the  latter 
end  of  November,  when  they  suffered 
the  severest  privations  from  cold, 
hunger,  and  latigne.  Though  pur- 
sued by  the  troops,  assailed  by  the 
peasants,  and  exposed  to  storms,  yet 
they  returned  to  France,  over  fix>zen 
roads,  and  through  deep  snow,  with 
all  their  artillery,  and  with  a  few  guns 
taken  from  their  enemies, — the  miser- 
able trophies  for  which  they  had  sacri- 
ficed thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  treasure  :  on  their  way  they  de- 
stroyed the  fort  of  Demont.  It  was 
again  restored,  but  finally  demolished 
in  1801  ;  when  Piedmont  having  be- 
come a  part  of  France,  the  forts  that 
guarded  the  defiles  on  the  frontiers 
of  Dauphiny  were  rased.  Since  the 
restoration  of  Piedmont  the  recon- 
struction of  many  has  been  pontom- 


plated,  some  b^un,  and  this  aoEiong 
them.  The  mound  upon  which  the 
ruins  stand  is  situated  in  the  middle 
of  the  valley* — the  river  passing  on 
one  side  and  the  road  on  the  other. 
From  Demcmt  to 

Venadio,  the  scenery  is,  in  many 
places,  highly  picturesque, — a  charm 
for  which  it  is  much  indebted  to  the 
magnificent  old  trees  which  form  fore- 
gprounds  to  beautiful  views  of  the 
river  and  the  mountains;  aind  these 
are  heightened  by  the  festoons  of 
vines  and  gourds  which  decorate  the 
branches.  From  the  town  of  Venadio 
the  scene  down  the  valley  is  very  fine. 
Here  it  is  necessary  to  leave  the  char; 
but  mules  may  be  hired  for  con  tinning 
the  journey  up  the  valley,  and  across 
the  Argenti^re  into  France.  About 
an  hour  above  Venadio  at  a  place 
caUed  Plancie,  a  ravine,  with  a  cas- 
cade at  its  entrance,  joins  the  valley 
on  the  left  In  this  ravine,  at  an 
hour's  walk  from  Plancie,  are  the 
Baths  of  Venadio — a  very  humble  and 
sequestered  establishment.  The  ra- 
vine which  leads  to  them  is  in  some 
places  very  gprand,  and  abounds  in 
cascades  both  above  and  below  the 
baths. 

Above  Yenadio  the  change  is  rapid 
to  wild  and  Alpine  scenery,  varying 
from  a  road  by  the  stream  which  rip- 
ples through  quiet  meadows,  to  nar- 
row paths  which  overhang  the  course 
of  the  torrent — ^a  course  too  narrow 
in  the  ravine  for  a  path  by  the  river: 
it  is  therefbre  carried  on  ledges  of  the 
precipices  above,  and  forms,  in  some 
places,  fearful  mule-paths  for  the  tra- 
veller's ascent  of  the  valley.  Such 
scenes  are  observed  near  Zambuoco. 
Above  are  the  villages  of  Pied  de 
Port  and  Pont  Bemaixlo.  At  a  place 
called  the  Barricades — a  narrow  de- 
file, where  defences  of  the  valley  were 
formerly  erected,  and  which  was  often 
the  scene  of  desperate  conflicts— the 
road  is  carried  along  a  shelf  of  rock 
above  the  river,  and  has  been  cut  out 
of  the  precipices  which  darken  and 
overhang  the  ravine,  and  ofier  an 
almost  impregnable  barrier  to  the 
passage  ol  the  valley.     Above  thQ 
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mas.  Below  TArche  there  is  little 
interest  in  the  scenery.  The  road 
descends  through  the  villages  of  Cer- 
tamusa  and  Meyronne  to  the  junction 
of  the  Ubayette  with  the  Ubaye, 
where  two  roads  lead  into  the  Em« 
brunnais, — the  principal  following  the 
course  of  the  Ubaye  to  Barcelonette, 
the  other  leadin?  by  the  camp  of 
Toumoux,  the  village  of  St.  Paul, 
and  the  Col  de  Yars,  to  Guillestre  and 
the  valley  of  the  Durance. 

The  scene  is  fine  from  where  these 
roads  separate.  Chitelard,  a  well- 
cultivated  little  plain,  is  left  on  the 
rt,  and  the  road  passes  on  through 
Jausier.  There  is  not  much  interest 
generally  in  the  scenery,  except  at 
Pont  de  Cluse,  near  Jausier,  where 
the  rocky  defile  through  which  the 
Ubaye  struggles  ofiers  some  fine 
points  of  view. 

The  pass  of  the  Argentic  has  an 
historic  interest,  because  through  it 
Krancis  I.  penetrated  with  an  army  of 
20,000  men  (1513)  into  Italy  to  meet 
the  Swiss  and  other  foes  at  Marignan. 
They  had  got  the  start  of  the  French 
by  occupying  Snsa  and  seizing  all  the 
gorges  communicating  with  the  Monts 
Cenis  and  Gen^vre,  so  that  Francis 
was  obliged  either  to  make  a  very 
great  detour  or  to  find  or  make  a 
passage  for  himself.  The  information 
of  experienced  hunters  and  shepherds 
obtained  b^  the  Signor  Soleir,  lord 
of  Morets,  induced  him  to  select  the 
passes  leading  firom  Barcelonette  to 
the  sources  of  the  Stura  and  the 
country  of  Salure.  The  valleys  were 
explored  b;|^  the.  Marshals  Lautrec 
and  Trivulsio  and  by  Pedro  Novarro, 
who  undertook  not  only  to  conduct 
the  infantry,  but  all  the  artillery,  con- 
sisting of  72  large  pieces  and  300 
small.  This  was  successfully  achieved 
after  great  difficulty,  the  euns  requir- 
ing to  be  swung  by  rope  nrom  rock  to 
rock,  where  neither  bridge  could  be 
built  nor  rocks  blasted  by  powder; 
and  on  the  third  day  the  army  en- 
camped on  the  summit  of  the  pass. 
The  Bocher  de  St.  Paul,  near  Bar- 
celonette, which  barred  the  passage, 
was  blasted  in  a  single  day  by  P. 
NovaxTO^  one  of  the  first  engineers- 
Z3 


Barricades  the  road,  or  rather  path, 
lies  amidst  the  debris  of  the  mountains 
which  bound  the  valley,  and  ofier  a 
scene  of  wild  desolation.  Above  it 
lie  the  villages  of  Praynard  and  Ber- 
sesio  ;  the  latter  is  the  principal  place 
between  the  Barricades  and  the  Col 
d*Arsenti^re.  Here  accommodation 
may  bo  found,  after  a  long  day's  jour- 
ney from  Coni,  preparatory  to  another 
from  Bersesio,  across  the  mountain  to 
Barcelonette. 

Beraesh,  about  4  hrs.  from  Yenadio, 
has  a  very  tolerable  mountain  Inn, 
Above  this  village  the  scenery  is  wild 
and  rugged,  the  mountains  presenting 
a  thousand  pinnacles  of  rock,  blighted 
and  scathed.  Still,  in  the  valley, 
barley  is  cultivated,  and  the  pastures 
are  rich ;  and  the  villages  of  Amnti^re 
and  La  Madelaine  are  foun^  where 
there  is  a  poor  little  Fnn,  Soon  after 
passing  this,  the  path  leads  abruptly  to 
the  Col  (TArgentiere,  also  called  Col  acUa 
MaddaUna^  6700  ft.  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  Before  arriving  at  the 
crest,  the  path  skirts  a  little  lake,  the 
source  of  Uie  Stura,  called  La  Made- 
laine: it  is  about  600  or  700  ft  across. 
This  lake  is  supposed  to  be  the  source 
also  of  the  Uoayette,  a  stream  on 
the  side  of  France ;  for,  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  col  on  that  side, 
and  a  little  below  the  level  of  the  lake, 
a  spring — ^the  source  of  the  Ubayette 
--gushes  out:  this  spring,  it  is 
beueved,  communicates  with  the 
lake. 

From  the  summit  the  view  is  very 
extensive,  especially  towards  France, 
looking  down  the  course  of  the 
Ubayette  towards  TArche,  the  fron- 
tier station  of  the  French  douane. 
L'Arche  is  nearly  3  hours  from 
Bersesio;  it  has  a  very  humble  Irm, 
but  kept  hj  dvil  people.  Better 
accommodation,  however,  will  be 
found,  cKez  Pmeant^  at  Meyronne, 
where  there  is  a  comfortable  country 
Itm;  but  provisions  are,  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, very  scarce.  From  L'Arche 
to  Meyronne  is  an  hour's  walk,  and 
thence  to  Barcelonette  3^  hrs.  At 
Meyronne  there  is  an  excellent  guide 
to  the  neighbouring  Alps,  named  Du- 
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who  practised  military  mining.  But 
this  was  the  easiest  part  of  the  task  ; 
far  more  arduous  was  it,  on  the  edge 
of  sloping  crags  smoothed  with  ava- 
lanches  and  slippary  with  ice,  to  plant 
and  to  fasten  the  timber  props  on 
which  frail  bridges  could  be  reared  to 
cross  the  torrents,  and  against  the 
face  of  precipices  and  over  yawning 
galfs^  to  erecting  scaffoldings  of  shaky 

Elanks  which  horses,  mules,  and  72 
eavy  cannon  could  venture  to  pass 
over.  In  some  cases  this  was  im- 
possible, and  the  only  altemaiiTe  was 
to  let  down  the  gun  by  ropes  into 
the  gorge  on  one  side  and  raise  it  up 
on  the  opposite.  All  these  and  many 
more  difficulties  were  overcome  i  on 
the  third  day  the  army  camped  on 
the  summit  of  the  pass,  on  the  fourth 
the  obstacles  of  the  mountain  Pico  di 
Porco  were  surmounted,  and  on  the 
fifth  the  French  were  pouring  like  a 
torrent  over  the  plains  of  Saluzzo. 

Barcehnette  has  2200  Inhab.,  and  a 
very  good  Inny  Hotel  du  Kord,  ches 
Haurin.  The  town,  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Ubaye,  shut  in  by  mountains — 
N»  the  Castebello,  S.  the  Roche  Pointue 
— is  better  built  than  one  would  ex- 
pect to  find  in  a  valley  so  sequestered. 
In  the  principal  street  a  fountain  bears 
a  bronze  bust  of  Ant»  Manuel,  the 
orator  of  the  Restoration* 

It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Alps  and  pasturages  of 
the  valley.  More  than  100,000  sheep 
are  pastured  in  its  communes,  which 
come,  during  the  summer,  from  the 
vast  plains  of  La  Crau,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aries;  these  sheep  are 
driven  into  the  most  difficult  accessi- 
ble pasturages  of  the  Alps,  often  20 
days  journey.  From  their  wool 
some  coarse  goods,  consumed  chiefly 
by  the  inhabitants,  are  made;  there  is 
much  com  also  grown  in  the  valley; 
but  for  almost  everything  else  they 
are  indebted  to  strangers,  in  other 
valle3rs  or  other  countries;  it  is  not 
long  that  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
has  been  practised  among  them. 

This  valley  was  known  to  the  Ror 
mans,  but  little  of  its  history  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  except  in  connection  with 
that  of  Embrun^  which  has  been  bet- 


ter prea^rredi    It  is  known  that   it 
was  subjected  to  irruptions  by  Sajtons 
and  by  Saracens,  who  made  their  way 
from  Marseilles;  these  were  defeated 
by  Charles  Martel;    under    Charle- 
magne France  had  the  benefit  of  a 
protecting  government.    In  the  sixth 
century,  a  convent  of  Benedictines 
established  here  did  much  to  amelio- 
rate the  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  vallev;  but  all  the  wars  in  which 
Provence  has  been  engaged  hare  ex- 
tended their  horrors  in  this  Talley, 
and  it  was  often  liable  to  the  irmp- 
Uons  of  the  Saracens,  particnlarly  in 
the   10th  century.     From  the    14th 
century  it  was  alternately  subject  to 
Savoy  or  Franee.  Amadeus  conquered 
it    in   1388  ;   it  was  re-attached  te 
Provence  by  Hene  of  Anjou  in  1447; 
it  was  again  taken  by  tbfi  duke  of 
Savoy,  Charles  IIL,  in  1537.    In  the 
middle   of  the  16th  century  the  in- 
habitants adopted  the  Reformed  doc- 
trines, but  they  were  shortly  after 
either  forced  to  algure  them  or  were 
expelled  their  country* 

Kapoleim  contemplated  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  road  through  the 
valley  of  Barcelonette  to  pass  ^e  Col 
d'Amnti^re  and  enter  Piedmont,  by 
the  Yal  de  Stura.  Since  his  abdica- 
tion the  idea  seems  to  have  been  aban- 
doned; but  its  benefits  to  20,000 
inhab.  of  the  valley,  by  the  gr^tter 
development  of  their  energies  and  die 
increased  prosperity  of  Barcelonette, 
ought  to  have  some  weight  with  the 
government  of  France. 

There  are  many  communications 
with  the  neighbouring  vallevs  by 
passes  in  the  mountains;  as  witn  £m- 
Drun  by  the  Col  de  la  Vachere,  with 
Colmar  and  Alos  (Rte.  168),  and  with 
Nice  by  the  valleys  of  the  Tinea  and 
the  Varo. 

Soon  after  leaving  Barcelonette, 
near  the  village  of  St.  Pons,  the  ruins 
of  a  castle  and  a  ch.  are  seen  in  a  fine 
situation.  The  roads  down  the  valley 
of  Barcelonette  are  in  so  wretched  a 
state,  that  the  want  of  embankmenta 
exposes  the  inhabitanta  of  the  valley 
to  the  frequent  loss  of  communica- 
tion, from  the  destructive  effects  of 
the   torrents.    Not   far  below  Bai^ 
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celonette  it  is  flecessaiy  to  ford  the 
beds  of  the  Bachelar,  the  Rio  Bour- 
don, and  other  torrents,  for  want  of 


The  first  Itirg*  Tillage  below  Bar^ 
felonette  is  La  Thniles,  and  the  next, 
after  crossing  the  Ubaye  by  a  wooden 
bridge,  Meolanst  tfa^nee  down  the 
▼alley  there  is  a  toleriacble  char-road. 
Anddst  dreary  and  wild  scenes,  the 
general  character  of  the  valley  of  Bar- 
celonette,  there  is,  howeyer,  a  striking 
eseeeptioa  in  a  village^  beantifolly 
situated,  called 

Le  Lauzti  {Trmf  Hdtel  de  TEu- 
rope),  the  Goshen  of  the  yalley. 
It  is  agreeably  wooded;  near  it  is 
a  tittle  lake  which  abounds  in  fine 
trout,  and  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood are  fmit-lrees  and  a  feitile 
soiL  A  httle  way,  howeyer,  below 
the  yillage  the  scene  changes  again 
to  sterility.  After  crossing  a  ridge,  a 
series  of  tourniquets  leads  down  the 
pass  of  La  Tour,  or,  as  it  is  called^ 
the  Chemm  Boyal^  a  part  of  the  rtnid 
in  the  valley  admirably  made;  but^ 
nnconnected  as  it  is  with  the  country 
above  or  below  by  any  road  so  gooa^ 
it  is  worthless. 

Below  these  tourniquets  the  valley 
offers    some  of  its  most    wild    and 

S«nd  scenes.  On  looking^  back  fh)itf 
e  path  carried  along  the  brink  of 
the  precipices  high  above  the  torrent, 
the  Ubaye  is  seen  in  its  deep  course 
issuing  from  the  deftle  of  La  Tour, 
and  l^y ond,  the  grand  forms  of  the 
mountam  of  Cuguiioit  des  TVois 
FvSques,  which  divides  the  valley  of 
^wraelonette  from  that  of  the  var, 
the  scene  is  one  of  savage  dreari- 
ness. 

The  road  continues  on  the  L  bank 
of  the  river  high  above  its  bed ;  until, 
leaving  the  nde  of  the  hill  upon 
which    the   fort   of   St.  Vincent  is 

5 laced,   a  very  difiicult   path   leads 
own  to  the  river,  which  is  crossed  to 
arrive  at  the  little  village  of  Ubaye. 

From  this  place,  one  road  passes 
down  by  the  river  to  its  connuence 
with  the  Durance  at  La  Brioule  ;  and 
another,  up  the  side  of  the  mountain 
to  the  Col  de  Fontis,  which  leads  to 
Savines  on  the  Durance,  in  the  high« 


road  from  Gap  to  Embrun,  which  is 
distant  f^m  Savines  8  m. 

From  the  ascent  to  the  Col  de 
Fontis,  on  looking  back  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Ubajre,  the  hill  of  St. 
Vincent  is  a  strikingly  fine  object, 
surmounted  by  forts  which  formerly 
puarded  the  entrance  to  the  valley  of 
Barcelonette,  when  it  was  under  the 
dominion  of  Sardinia.  By  a  wise  ar» 
raneemeirt  it  was  ceded  to  France,  m 
exchange  for  the  valleys  of  Pragelas 
and  £x3les,  when  the  states  of  France 
and  Sardinia  prudently  agreed  upon 
the  chain  of  tne  high  Alps  as  their 
line  of  demavcationtf 

Emhnm*  (See'  HiANDbook  for 
FbakosO 


ROin^il  168. 

DlGNE,  IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  DU* 
RANGE,  TO  BAKCELONETTE,  BY  COL* 
MAS  AND  ALOS. 

Instoad  of  following  the  high  road 
to  Gap,  the  route  of  the  dilig[ence«  the 
traveller  who,  from  Marseilles  and 
Digne,  would  approach  the  Alps 
sooner,  may  reach  them  by  an  inte- 
resting line  of  route  either  on  horse* 
back  or  om  foot,  and  pass  through 
scenes  little  known  to  English  ram- 
blers. From  Digne,  a  valley  of  rather 
Alpine  character,  and  therefore  wel- 
come to  the  traveller,  who  is  glad 
to  escape  from  the  parched  plains  of 
France,  leads  by  the  village  of  J>rays 
to  the  Coi  du  Touty  where  there  are 
fine  pasturages,  and  which  is  reached 
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in  4^  hrs.  from  Digne :  thenoe  a  path 
leads  down  through  parched  valleys, 
rather  resembling  those  of  the  north 
of  Spain  than  of  France,  to  the  village 
Chdteau,  Oamter,  7  hrs.  from  Digne, 
where  there  is  a  poor  inn,  the  only 
resting-place.  From  Chateau  Gar- 
nier,  the  traveller  soon  reaches  the 
valley  of  the  Verdon,  and,  in  its  ascent, 
the  interest  increases  to  Colmar^  a 
very  small  fortified  town,  which  com- 
mands the  entrance  to  a  gorge,  and 
was,  with  Barcelonette,  formerly  in 
possession  of  the  Piedmontese  govern- 
ment It  is  still  garrisoned,  and  its 
gates  are  shut  at  9  p.m.  with  as  much 
regularity  as  when  it  was  a  more  im- 
portant station.  From  Chateau  Gar- 
nier  to  Colmar  is  3^  hrs.  A  little 
above  the  town,  in  the  valley,  there  is 
a  small  intermittent  spring.  Still 
higher  up  the  valley  of  the  Verdon,  1^ 
hr.  above  Colmar,  is  the  little  town 
of  Alos^  situate  nearly  5000  ft  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  m  a  high  Alpine 
valley,  surrounded  by  lofty  moun- 
tains. The  accommoaations  for  tra- 
vellers are  poor,  but  the  people  very 
obliging.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Alos  is  scaroelv  known  to  English 
travellers,  but  it  well  deserves  their 
emunination,  and  an  excursion  should 
be  made  to  the  Lao  (TAhs,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  4  hours.  The  route 
to  it  lies  by  the  village  of  Champ 
Biichard.  The  lake  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  profound  in  the 
French  Alps,  though  it  is  situated  at 
the  height  of  7500  English  feet  Its 
form  is  almost  circular,  and  its  cir- 
cumference is  nearly  4  miles.  The 
Mont  Pela,  which  rises  from  the  side 
of  the  lake,  has  an  elevation  of  10,500 
feet,  more  than  3000  above  the  lake. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  spot  in  the 
Alps  more  wild  and  sequestered  than 
the  valley  of  this  lake.  The  sur- 
rounding mountains  are  covered  with 
snow  and  a  fbw  stunted  pines,  amidst 
vast  precipices  and  deep  rannes. 
Surrounding  this  retired  lake  are 
some  of  the  grand  materials  of  this 
most  picturesque  solitude.  The  lake 
is  remarkable  for  its  outlet,  which^ 
after  a  course  vnder  ground  for 
1500    feet,  bursts    into  the   vatley. 


and  after  foaming  through  a  sac- 
cession  of  cascades  meanders  in  gen- 
tleness and  beauty  through  pasta- 
ra^es  rich  in  vegetation.  From 
Alos  to  Barcelonette  the  route  lies 
up  the  valley  of  the  Verdon^  and  after 
passing  the  village  of  La  Foax^  and 
crossing  a  stone  bridge,  the  path 
to  the  Col  de  Peire,  which  divides  the 
valley  of  Verdon  fit)m  that  of  Barce- 
lonette, this  col  is  soon  gained.  It 
is  a  fine  pasturage  to  the  summit; 
and  from  it  a  chuming  view  is  sud- 
denly presented  on  lookins^  up  the 
valley  of  the  Ubaye.  The  descent  to 
Barcelonette  firom  the  ool  is  ex<;eed- 
ingly  romantic,  leading  down  throufi'h 
a  valley  of  great  Mldness  richly 
wooded.  There  is  an  excellent  path 
down  to  the  TaDey  of  the  Uba^e,  but 
the  descent  is  steep  and  fatiguing. 
Baroeionette  may  be  reached  on  foot 
in  7  hours  from  Alos.  The  Hdtel  dn 
Nord  affords  good  aoconmnodation. 
In  descending  from  the  col,  the  valley 
of  the  torrent  Bachelard  opens  on  the 
rt,  flanked  by  grand  jprecipices;  it 
leads  to  St  Dalmas  le  Sauvage,  and 
thenoe  to  St  Etienner  in  the  valley 
of  the  Tinea.  From  thenoe  the  tra- 
veller may  cross  the  Col  de  M<mt 
Penchej  or  the  Col  di  S.  Aima^  to  the 
Baths  of  Venadio,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Stura,  in  Piedmont  (Bte.  166). 
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ROUTE  169. 

BARGELONETTE  TO  BBIAN9ON,  BT  THE 
YALLET  or  THE  UBAVE  AND  ST. 
VERAN. 

Besides  the  roates  from  the  valley 
of  the  Ubaye  to  Embrun  b^  Barcelo- 
nette,  by  the  Col  de  Y acherie,  and  also 
by  the  Ck>l  de  Yars  and  Quillestre, 
there  is  another,  by  which  the  tra- 
veller may  reach  the  valley  of  the 
Guil,  and  visit  wild  and  sequestered 
scenes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Monte  Yiso;  but  the  Cuisa,  though 
not  quite  impracticable  for  mules,  is 
only  fit  for  a  pedestrian;  at  least  this 
is  the  case  witn  the  pass  of  the  Col  de 
Loneet. 

About  2-J  hrs.  above  Barcelonette 
lies  the  confluence  of  the  Ubayctte 
and  the  Ubaye;  the  former  leading 
to  the  Col  d'Ar^entidre,  the  latter  to 
the  Embrunnais  by  the  valley  of 
Manrin. 

The  ascent  of  the  Ubaye  leads  by  a 
deep  ravine  below  the  camp  of  Tour* 
neaux,  where  the  remains  of  redoubts 
and  intrenchments  still  mark  the  im- 
portance of  this  frontier  passaffe: 
when  the  valley  of  Barcelonette  be- 
longed to  Sardinia,  this  spot  was  the 
scene  of  many  struggles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  18th  ^century.  A  mdfe 
path,  which  leads*  high  above  the  rt 
bank  of  the  river,  passes  above  the 
ravine  and  into  the  basin-shaped  val- 
ley of  St  Paul,  Before  reaching 
the  village  of  St.  Paul,  the  path  which 
leads  by  the  Col  de  Yars  to  Guil- 
lestre  and  Embrun  winds  up  by  the 
deep  ravines  of  the  Bioumonas,  a 
torrent  which  descends  from  the  Col 
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de  Yars,  and  the  villages  of  Le  Serrcl 
and  TEntraye  ;  this  pass  is  an  easy 
one,  and  b^  it  the  distance  from  St. 
Paul  to  Guillestre  is  little  more  than 
5  hrs. 

Above  St  Paul  the  valley  narrows 
ag^n  and  continues  like  a  ravine 
until  it  expands  into  the  communes 
of  Maurin,  a  common  name  given 
to  the  three  villages  of  Majasset,  la 
Barge,  and  Combremont.  The  vHUas^e 
of  Majasset  is  about  4  hours'  waSk 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Ubaye 
and  the  Ubayette,  and  6^  hrs.  from 
Barcelonette.  At  Majasset,  as  it  is 
possible,  it  will  be  wise  to  sleep,  and 
a  trusty  guide  should  be  engaged  (the 
services  of  the  innkeeper  Cressy  may 
be  obtained  in  this  capacity)  to  cross 
the  Col  to  St.  Yeran.  Near  Maurin 
they  have  begun  to  work  serpentine 
as  ornamental  stone,  and  between  this 
valley  and  that  of  the  Gail  serpentine 
and  diallage  constantly  occur.  Three 
or  four  passes  across  the  great  chain 
of  the  Alps  lead  on  the  right  from 
this  valley  into  Piedmont.  1,  by 
the  Col  de  Maurin  into  the  valley  of 
the  Maira  to  Dronei'o ;  ^,  by  the  Col 
de  Lautaret  and  the  Col  de  Malecoste  to 
Casteldelfino  in  the  Yal  de  Yraita ; 
and  3,  by  the  eastern  Col  de  Longet, 
from  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ubaye  to  Ponte  Chianale  f  see  Kte.  1 65). 
Majasset  is  the  stationer  the  French 
douaniers,  who  have  in  this  valley  to 
guard  an  extensive  frontier  by  these 
passes.  A  little  above  the  lost  village 
the  traveller  arrives  at  the  small  Log 
de  Paroif  a  piece  of  water  which 
evidently  owes  its  origin  to  a  stupen- 
dous landslip  from  the  western  side 
of  the  valley  called  the  Costabella, 
which,  it  is  said,  descended  in  the 
13th  century.  On  the  margin  of  this 
lake  rye  is  cultivated,  though  it  has 
a  very  great  elevation.  Soon  after 
passing  the  lake  and  a  series  of  cas- 
cades, the  valley  is  ascended  steeply 
for  several  miles  by  a  wild  and 
dreary  path,  bounded  by  very  lofty 
peaks,  and  terminates  in  the  path 
that  leads  by  the  Eastern  Col  de 
Longet,  which  extends  over  fine  pas- 
turages, at  a  Great  elevation,  to  a 
very  abrupt  ana  magnifioent  descent 
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into  Piedmont  The  path  by  the 
western  M  de  Longtt%  ctiUed  somex 
times  the  Coi  de  Cuhf  is  thait  which 
leads  to  St.  Veran;  it  ascends  to  the 
left,  and  divides  the  valleys  of  Mau<^ 
rin  and  Bt.  YerfUi.  The  ascent  is 
quite  pathless  and  often  over  patches 
of  snow;  the  crest  has  a  great 
elevation— 10,345  English  feet  (?)r 
It  is  attained  in  4  honrs  from 
Majassets  the  view  from  it  is  sta- 
pendous ;  on  one  hand  towards 
Monte  Yiso,  which  appears  quite 
close,  and  on  the  other  to  the  Dau- 
phiny  Alps,  which  are  nowhere  so 
nnely  seen  as  from  this  point 
Scarcely  a  trace  of  vegetation  is  to 
be  seen  on  the  summit.  A  very  steep 
desoent  leads,  in  2^  hrs.,  to  St.  veran, 
a  populous  village,  placed  at  the 
great  elevation  of  669»  English  feet 
above  the  level  ot  the  sea^  Ming  pro<«> 
bably  the  highest  village,  witn  the 
same  amount  of  population,  in  Europe. 
Around  it  barley  and  rye  are  culti- 
vated ;  Uie  former  to  tke  elevation 
ofnearly  7000  feet. 

SL  Verdn  is  situated  m  a  remark- 
ably verdant  and  well«watered  valley 
of  the  same  name.  Its  appearance, 
when  seen  for  the  first  time,  is  extra- 
ordinary ;  for,  instead  of  houses,*  it 
seems  to  be  a  mass  of  space  and  scaf- 
folding ;  the  houses  are  built  entirely 
of  wo^  except  that  sometimes  Uiey 
rest  on  a  basement  of  stone,  which  in- 
closes the  stable,  a  common  but  dirty 
practice  in  the  high  villages  of 
the  French  Alps.  Around  the 
houses  they  inrariably  construct 
a  sort  of  veranda  or  gallery,  with 
a  roof  projecting  6  or  8  feet,  and 
fitted  up  with  the  sort  of  scaffolding 
which  gives  so  odd  an  i^pearanoe,  at 
first  sight,  to  the  village  ;  the  purpose 
of  this  scaffolding  is  to  enable  the 
inhabitants  to  dry  their  ill-ripened 
com  under  the  shelter  of  the  project- 
ing roofs :  their  harvests  generally 
take  place  early  in  the  autumn,  before 
the  frosts  set  in,  the  seed  having  been 
sown  in  the  July  of  the  preceding 
year.  St.  Yeran  offers  no  accom- 
modation whatever  to  travellers,  un- 
less the  cure  can  be  induced  to  afford 


hospitality.  The  filthy  habits  of  the 
people  are  most  offensive,  arising 
chiefly  from  their  custom  of  living 
with  the  cattle  in  the  stables,  and  thia 
even  among  persons  of  property. 

The  Protestants  are  very  numeroiu 
at  St.  Veran,  consisting  of  twenty- 
four  families ;  a  Protestant  Church  has 
lately  been  erected  there  ;  but  as  the 
pastor,  M.  Ermann,  who  succeeded 
Felix  Neff,  resides  at  La  Chalpe,  the 
service  is  neither  frequebt  nor  regular. 

Here  were  occasionally  exercised 
the  devoted  services  of  Nel(  *'the 
modem  Apostle  of  the  Alps."  The 
Protestant  communities  of  SL  Veran, 
Foussillarde,  Frassyni^re,  Dormeil- 
leuse,  &C.,  some  of  these  places  being 
above  40  m.  apart  from  others,  formed 
the  extensive  distriet  where  he  la- 
boured in  his  ministry  with  a  dero- 
tion  and  energy  to  which  his  health 
and  life  were  at  last  saorifioed. 

The  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St. 
Veran  is  situated  near  the  highest 
part  of  the  long  straggling  viUage* 
On  its  wall  is  cut  "  ^^^  toises  sur 
lamer." 

The  house  of  the  cure  adjoining  is 
the  only  stone  dwelling  in  the  place. 

From  St.  Veran  an  agreeable  road 
leads  down  the  valley  to  Queiragy  a 
villare  whidh  gives  its  name  to  the 
district  in  the  valley  of  the  Guit 
and  thence  to  Brian^on  (Rte.  162). 
But  if  the  object  of  the  traveller  be 
to  visit  Abries  and  the  upper  valley 
of  the  Ouil,  he  may  attain  them 
through  scenes  of  grander  character 
than  those  presented  by  the  route 
through  Qneiras,  and  by  a  paUi  4  hrs. 
shorter  than  that  through  the  valley  of 
the  OuiL  In  either  case  he  should 
not  fhil  to  notice  a  singular  geolo- 
gical foot  near  Pra,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  torrent  descending  from 
St.  Veran.  The  slopes  have  be<ra 
covered  with  extremely  hard  blocks 
of  the  diallage  rock  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. In  one  place  these  have  rested 
on  a  friable  slaty  limestone;  tibe 
weather  and  melting  snow  have  gra- 
dually washed  the  soil  from  around 
these  blocks,  which  have  served  as  a 
protection  to  that  immediately  below 
them,  and  thus  pillarst  not   unlike 
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Gothic  piimacles,  -which,  in  some 
cases,  hare  an  elevation  of  100  fL, 
have  been  left,  with  these  boulders 
for  their  capitals,  presentine  an  ex- 
traordinary appearance,  with  an  ob-* 
Tious  origin.  A  similar  geological 
phenomenon  is  presented  in  some 
other  Talleys  of  the  French  Alps, 
and  in  the  Tyrol  at  Ober-Botsen,  not 
for  from  Botaen,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Adige.— i; 


nOUTB  170. 

BRIAN9ON  OR  MONT  DAUPIITN  TO  GRE- 
K0BL£»  BV  VAL  LOU10E  ASD  tk 
BERARDE. 

This  work  does  not  profess  to  give 
a  complete  account  of  the  French 
Alps,  for  which,  indeedi  the  materials 
scarcely  exist;  but  it  is  sought  in  the 
present  edition  to  direct  further  atten* 
tion  to  the  magnificent  scenery  about 
the  Mont  Pelvoux,  the  monarch  of 
the  western  Alps.  Nothing  but  the 
utter  want  of  decent  accommodation 
has  prevented  travelers  from  giving 
the  attention  which  it  deserves  to  a 
group  of  snowy  Aips  ranking  next  in 
height  and  importance  to  the  Bernese 
Oberland.  The  only  place  where  the 
most  moderate  degree  of  comfort  can 
be  expected  is  at  Venos,  which  is 
inconveniently  distant  fh>m  the  higher 
part  of  the  range ;  elsewhere  the 
traveller  must  in  every  sense  be  pre- 
pared to  rough  it. 

The  best  mode  of  approaching  the 
higher  peaks  of  the  Pelvoux  is  by  Vai 
Louise,  on  the  S.E.  side.  The  village 
called  Viiie  de  Vai  Louiee^  about  4  hrs. 
from  Brian^on,  1^  hr.  by  a  rough 
char-road  from  Abesse  on  the  great 
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road  to  Gap,  J&as  a  poor  and  dirty 
Inn,  with  very*rough  quarters.  The 
village  may  aJso  be  reached  in  a  char 
in  about  4  hrs.  from  Guillestre. 

"  The  ascent  of  the  Grand  Pelvoux 
may  be  made  from  Yal  Louise.  Pierre 
Claude  Semiond,  guide,  of  Le  Clos, 
asserts  that  he  reached  the  summit 
with  General  Durand.  He  knows 
the  country  well,  but  is  an  indifferent 
mountaineer," 

**  To  gain  the  summit  it  is  neces- 
sary to  pass  the  night  under  a  rock 
called  tne  Cabane  des  Bergers  de 
t*rovenoe»  The  valley  is  ascended 
at  TAlefred,  2^  hrs.  from  the  Ville, 
where  milk,  butter,  and  black  bread 
may  be  obtained*  After  ascending 
the  Combe  de  Sasseneire  some  little 
distance,  the  traveller  climbs  up 
the  rocks  on  his  rt.,  and  reaches 
the  Cabane  easily  in  2  hrs.  fh)m 
TAlefred.  This  so-called  Cabaiie, 
between  7000  and  7500  ft.  above 
the  sea,  is  by  no  means  an  agreeable 
resting-place.  Prom  thence  it  is 
believed  that  the  peak  called  Orand 
Pelvoux  may  be  easily  reached  in  6  to 
8  hrs.  But  it  is  probable  that  this  is 
not  the  highest  point  in  the  group. 
An  attemj^ed  ascent  by  the  writer 
was  defeated  by  bad  weather  half-way 
between  the  Cabane  and  the  summit 

"  In  the  Combe  de  Sasseneire  below 
the  Cabane  is  the  cave  called  the 
*  Balme  Chapela,'  where  the  Protest- 
ants of  Vai  Louise  were  destroyed  at 
the  time  of  the  Y audois  persecutions." 

Several  passes,  for  the  most  part 
very  high  and  rather  difficult,  lead 
from  Yal  Louise  into  the  neighbour- 
ing yalleys.  The  principal  of  these 
are — 1,  the  Coi  d:'Argentiire^  leading 
to  the  valley  of  the  Drac;  2,  Col  de 
rEchauda  to  Monesticr;  3,  the  Col  de 
la  Tempe,  leading  to  La  Berarde,  in 
the  valley  of  St.  Christophe,  over  the 
shoulder  of  the  Mont  Pelvoux,  a  high 
and  difficult  pass.  La  Berarde  may 
also  be  reached  from  Yal  Louise  by 
the  Yal  Godemar  and  the  Col  de  Sais» 

Professor  Forbes  has  given  an 
account  of  his  passage  of  the  Col  de 
Sab.  Like  the  last,  it  is  merely  a 
hunter*s  pass,  fit  only  for  practised 
mountaineers.     He  reckons  6^  hrs. 
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Sect,  n. 


from  La  Bcrarde  to  reach  the  snin* 
mit,  over  10,000  feet  above  the-  sea. 
La  Berarde,  the  highest  hamlet  in  the 
valley  of  St.  Christophe,  contains  a 
very  poor  Inn,  Besides  those  ah^ad^ 
mentioned,  several  other  passes  di- 
verge from  here.  The  only  guide 
well  acquainted  with  the  high  moun- 
tains around  is  the  younger  Bodier, 
who  makes  unreasonable  demands  for 
his  services.    About  4  hrs.  below  La 


Berarde  is  Yenos,  where  there  is  a 
very  fitir  Inn,  the  only  one  in  the 
district. 

The  scenery  of  the  valley  of  St. 
Christophe  is  of  the  grandest  cha- 
racter, and  extremely  well  rewards 
those  who  explore  it.  About  4  hrs. 
from  Venos  is  Bonrg  d*Oysans  (Bte. 
159).  There  is  a  pass  from  the  Til- 
lage of  St.  Christophe  to  La  Grai'e 
by  the  Yal  du  Piable. 
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*«*  In  order  to  fccilitate  reference  to  the  Rontes,  moat  of  them  are  repeated  In  the  Index  twice ; 
thua,  GairxyA  to  Chaaaouni  ia  aUo  mentioned  under  the  head  Chamouni  *  to  OeneTa. 
Soch  revened  Roatea  are  marked  in  the  Index  with  an  arteriak  to  diatinguiah  t^em. 


A«,  river,  67,  108,  109 
Aab,  river,  9,  10,  15, 17, 77, 98, 
9ft,  96,  Iftl.    Soaice  of»  99. 
Olaeieis.  99 

,  fklla  of,  96 

,  Janetion  of,  with  LImmat 

and  Reuaa,  17 
Aaraa,  16 
Aarl)er7,  9,  151 
Aarborg,  IS 
Abbaye,  16S 
Abbondio,  St.,  310 
Abease,  -181 

Abondance,  col  d*,  194 
Abrioolla,  385 
Afariea,  467 
— —  to  Coneo,  471 
Adda,  380,  818 
Adelboden,  129,  138 
Adler  paas,  355 
Adlitwyl,  47 
Ael.  Pont  d',  417 
Aeggiflchhorn,  104.  Exconiona 

from,  106 
Aemen,  205 
Aewh,7 
Aeffshi,  81,  188 
Affolten,  48 

Agaro,8U5 

Agaatis,  Professor,  hat  of,  99  ; 
museum  of,  153  ;  on  glaciers, 
^  16 

Agnello,  col  del,  472 

Agnea  of  Hungary,  1 7,  88 

Agno,  river,  315 ;  village,  816 

AKTicaltnre,  xlviii,  Uii 

Algle,  r,  143.  187 

Aignebelle.  438 

Aiguebellette,  439 

,  lake,  439 

Aigneblanehe,  449 

AimaTille,417.    Chfttean,  378 

Aimtf  (Axuma),  450 

Airolj,  ISO 

^ixle4Bainat438 


ALTENBERO. 
Aix  lea  Baina  to  Lyona,  438 
^—^  to  Oeneva,  432 

to  Chamb^ry,  435 

Alagna,  830,  340 

•  to  Varallo,  829 

Albena,  437 

Allwrt,  emperor,  murdered,  17 

AlbertTille,  431 

Albinen,  Tillage  of,  138 

Albia,  34,  47 

Albisbrunn,  48 

Albrun  paaa,  805 

Albala  river,  856,  869,   871. 

I»sas,  871 
Alby,  437 
Alefied,  481 
Alelseh  glacier,  104 
Aletschom,  125,  134 
Alevard,  baths  of,  443 
Algaby,  Gallerie  d',  808 
All*  Acqua,  809 
AUalein  glacier.  336 
pass,  337,  355 

Allamana,  416 

AllM  Blanche,  408 

Allemont,  valley,  458 

AUmagell,  336 

Allocs,  valley,  456 

Alma,  473 

AloB,  478.    Lac  d',  478 

Alphom.xlvUi,  91 

Alpbach,  93 

Alpe  Veglia,  806 

Alpens(«,  224 

Alpenstock,  xxxiv 

Alphubel,  337 

Alpine  travelling,  dangers  of, 

XXXV 

Alpinula,  Julia,  150 
Alpnach,    66.      Lake    o^    66. 

Slide  of,  66 
Alps,  panoramas  of,  xxxviii. 

Near  views  of,  xxxix.  Roads 

over,  1. 
Alps  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy, 

899 
Alt  St.  Johann,  287 
Altels.  130 
Altenberg,  78 


AOSTA. 
Altorf,  114 

Altstetten,  48, 213,  884 
Alvenea,271 
Amb^eu,164 
Am  Rett,  343 
Ambin,  mont,  44T 
Ambuhl,  110 
Amden,  38 

Amedeua  VIU.  of  Savoy,  198 
Ammertenthal,  128 
Amphion,  194 
Amsteg,  115 

to  Dis«nti8,849 

Andeer,  258 

to  Oaaaccia.  868 

AndelQngen,  88 
An  der  Lienk,  136 
Andermatt.  117 
Anet  orlna,  151 
Angara,  caatle,  311 
Angrogna,  valley  and  village 
of,  465 

Anneey,  436 

le  Vieux,  437 

,  Uke  of,  437 

Annemaase,  39 1 

Anniviers,  vol  de,  198,  360 

Anaelm,  birthplace  and  grave, 
871 

Anteme,  col  de,  394 

cb&leU,4l4 

Antey.  358 

Antigorio,  val,  908 

Antrona,  val,  336 

Ansa,  330,  331 

Ansasca,  val,  330 

Anxeindas,  196 

AOSTA,  869 

•  to  Turin,  366 

*  to  Martigny,  376, 384 

— — >*  to  Martigny  by  the  val- 
ley of  Bagnea  and  col  des 
Fendires,  384 

to   Bourg    St.    Maurice, 

485 

to  Evolena,  368 

toPonte,  417 

— —  to  Lanalebourg,  487 

Aosta.  val  d*.  373,  41T 
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AOCET. 
Aooet,  357 
Appxhzelloaxtoii,  221.  Vil- 

IJHfe,  224 
Appeniell*  to  St.  Gall.  224 
Aqueduct,  Roman*  remaina  of, 

3d8 
Arbedo,  121 
Arbon, 27 

Are,  Tall«7,  442,  44S,  4ft3 
Arche,  1',  47» 
Ardets,  276 
Ardon,  192 
Avenenberf ,  24 
A^pegno,  320 
ArKentl^re,410,  475 

,  col  de,  475 

Ar|goviO|  IS 

Arietta,  col  d*.  419 

Arly,  yalleyofthe,  431 

Army  in  Svritxerlaod,  zllx 

Amand,  Henry,  448 

Amax,  eol  d*.  454 

Amen,  Uke  of.  143 

Arnold  ofBrracIa  at  ZoAeh.  32 

Aroletta,  Croix  de,  425 

AroUa,  363 

Arona,  197,310 

to  Novara,  810 

to  Varallo,  32» 

Arpenas,  Nant  d\  399 

ArpltctU,  381 

Arth,  41 ;  ascent  of  the  Rtgl 

from,  42 
Arvan,  val  d*,  458 
Arve,  junction  with  the  Rhone, 

173 
—-,  valley  of,  391,  298 
Arveron,  source  of  the,  401 
Arvea,  col  d',  458 
Arrier,  372 
Aacona,  309 
AttinRrhaoaen,  109, 1 14 
Anbin,  8t.,  158 
Anbonne,  178 
Ane,  240 

Attfder  Pltth,  castle  of,  107 
Auf  der  Frutt,  207 
Auf  der  KUtts,  354 
Aufnan,  isle  of,  35 
Augst,20 

Augusta  Pnotoria,  371 
Aniph,  193 
Aussois,  ool  d*,  455 
Auvemier,  158,  181 
Atai.ancbk*,  Ixiii,  8%  97,  1 19 
Avenches,  149 
Avenyon,  river,  195 
Avent.  195,  197 
Aventicam,  149 
Averole,  val  d',  454 
Aversa,  val,  262 
Avril,  mont,  387 
Ayas,  val  A',  345;  village,  848 
Avent,  137 
Ayer,  361 


n^Bfix. 
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B. 

BaaV40 

Maehalp,  90 

Bachtel,  38 

Baden, 18 

ttidermoaa.  140 

Bagnes,  valley  and  inundation, 

884 
B&le,  1>8 
Balen,  337 
Balema,  315 
Balliswyl.  144 
Balfrin,  32)»,  333 
Balme,  la,  38H,  892,  428 

,eolde,  393.  413 

,  Grotte  de.  392 

Balimiceia,  32^ 
Balmwand,  240 
Balsiile,  483 
.  Bidiers,  2x1 
I  Banio,  339 

I  Baiberine,  cascade,  410 
Bareelonette,  47« 

to  Brian^n,  479 

;  Bard,  fOrt,  388 
Bardoneche,  valley,  4St 
Barge,  470 
,  Barnard,  Geo.,  views  of  Swllier* 
I      land,  xl 
Barranca  pass,  33fl 
,  Barricades,  pass  of  the.  474 
Uarthelemi,     St.,     val,     369. 

Chaleto,  453 
'Basel.  1-6 
Basm.  1.  CaOiedral,  2.  Gonn- 

cilof,  2.    DanA  (ff  DeUh.  2. 

Collection  of  the  works  of 

Holbein,  3.  Public  Hbrarv, 

4.      Universiiv,    4.      Rath- 

haus,  4.    History,  5.     Rall- 
I      waya.  8.    Environs,  6 
,  Basle  to  Berne,  by  the  Mun- 

sterthal,  6 

I by  rail.  15 

to  Sehaffhauaen  and  Con- 
stance; 19 
to  Solenre  and  Bicnne,  by 

rail,  9 

to  Lneeme,  12 

to  Zurich,  18 

Basle  Campagne,  5 
Kavecourc,  9 
Rhths  generally,  I 
Baths—  ; 

Alevard.  443 

Alvraeu,2Tl 

Andeer,  258 

Baden.  19 

Bernardino,  9t.,-  28t 

Brida,  454 

GraveggiA.  314 

Crodo,  209 

Pideris,  281 

Gais,223 

Gervaia.  St.,  S9S 


BELLCLAT. 
l^ATBa'— 

Grange  (Gr^ndien^,  19 

Oumigel,  142 

Heinrichsbad,  2*25 

I«avey,  189 

Leak.  131 

Hartino.  S..  273 

Monestier,  4r^9 

Noriti,  Sc,  269 

Morgin,  194 

Nydelbad.  85 

Peiden,  253 

VUfTen,  214 

Pra  St.  Didier.  373 

Prese,  le,  280 

Reiehenbach,  92 

Rosenlaai,  91 

&iaxe,  la,  374 

Schintxnach,  16 

Semens,  282 

Htachelberg,  238 

Venadk),  474 

Vincent,  St,  389 

Weissenbttig,  139 
Bttie,  Mstle    of  la,   190»  442. 

Village,  449 
BaUlfs— 

Arbedob  122 

Bodio,  121 

Buttisholi,  15 

Domach,8 

Grandson,  158 

St.  Jacob,  6,  12 

Kappel,  48 

lAupen.  144 

Morat,  149 

Morgarten,  230 

Nafels,  234 

Salabertrand,  461 

9empach.  14 

the  Trient,  190 

Zurich.  29 
Bran  of  Beme^  75 
Baveno,  307 
to   the  lake   of  Como, 

316 

toVaimllo,  326 

Bavard,  death  of,  324 

— '-^  ch&taau.  442 

Beatus,  St.,  79 

Beaufort,  Maxime  de,  407, 431 

,  valley  of,  431 

Bee  de  BoMona,  361 
Becca  dl  Nona,  372 
Beekenried,  62, 67 
Keektotoek,  237 
Beekwith,  Oen.,  464 
Bedagio,  316 

Bedretto,  val,  120, 209.    Ham- 
let, 210 
Bel  Air,  HI 
Bel  alp,  107 
Betgirate,  310 
Bellagglo,  320 
BeiUluna,  271 
Bellano,  322 
Bella  Tola,  360 
Bellaval.  val  de,  407     < 
Bellefpude,  164,  174 
BelleUy,  9 
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DELLERIYE. 
Bellerive,  7 
Belleyille.  vtl  de,  4S5 
Bellino.  Tal  di,  472 
BellottH,  plain  of,  423 
Belvedere,  mont,  429 
BeUinxma,  122 
to  Magadino  or  Locarno, 

812 
— —  to  Lugano,  by  Mont  Ce- 

nere,  314 
B6ranger,  aiguille  de,  406 
Bemxde,  la,  482 
B^retwl,  20<) 
Bergun,  ill 

B4>rKaner8tetn  pass,  271 
Berlingen,  24 
Bernard,  .St.,  afieount  of  381  ; 

birthplace,  437 
Bernard,  St.,  Great,  pass  of, 

376.    Hospice,  378.  Morgue, 

882 

,  LtttlR,  429 

Bernardino,  St.,  pass,  S65.  Vil 

lage,  267 
Bbknk,   72.      History    of,  76« 

Fountains,  73.     Clock,   78. 

Bernese  Alpa»  74.    Minster, 

74.  Museum,  74.     Library, 

75.  Charitable  Institutions, 
75.  Bnndes  Rathhaus,  75. 
Bears,  75.  Promeuodes,  76. 
Passports,  76 

to  Thun.  77 

to  LAiisanne  (and  Vevay)* 

byFrevburg,  144 

— —  to  Lausanne,  by  Morat, 
148 

— — •  to  Lucerne,  71,  72 

toNeuch&tel,  151 

Bernese  Oberland,  the,  77 

Bemina  pass,  277.  Alps, 
277. 

Bersesio,  475 

Bertha,  queen  of  Burgundy, 
150 

Berthier,  Marshal,  156 

BeHhfllet,  the  chemist,  birth- 
place of,  437 

Bessans,  454 

Besse,  457  .'  ^^ 

Bftta  Pures,  346 

Bettelmatt,  207 

Bevmix,  156 

Beyers,  275.    Val,  871  • 

B^Tieus.  195 

Bex, 187 

to  Sion,  by  the  Diabls- 

rets,  195 

Bianca,  val,  831 

Besa,  Theodore,  171 

Biawsa,  122 

Biberbrucke.  228 

Bibersgg.  281 

Bied,  159 

Bieberlat,  11 

Biel,8 

Hiella,  366 

Bien,  425 

Bienne,  8 

*toBasie,9 


BONBONS. 

Bienne  tp  Berne,  9 

^ to  Neuch&tel,  15^ 

toYverdun,  155 

,  lake  of,  155 

Bietschhom,  125 

HirertenlMch,  237 

Bifertenstocl^  237 

Btenasco,  208 

Bihiat.  164 

Binnen,  205 

Binnenthal,  205 

Btona,  363 

BioimaaBay,  gtacier  oO  i06 

Bionnay,  406 

Bironico,  407 

Birr.  18 

flirt,   valley  of   the,    6,    12. 
Source  of,  8 

Bbbinot  monte,  321 

Bui  Thai.  238 

Bissone,  315 

Bivio,  or  Stalla,  269 

Black  Forest,  20 

Blaise,  St.,  156 

Blaitiere,  glacier,  404 

Blakenstock,  109 

Blanc,  mont,  403 

,  Uke.  447 

Blankenbarg  castle,  1 40 
i  Blegnu,  val,  122,  252 
.  Mlinnen^  valley,  205 
I  Blonav,  castle.  183 
!  Blumlis  Alp,  125 

Bobbio,  466 
I  Boccareccio  pass,  206 
I  Bocke,  40 
,  Ittiden  See,  26 
I  Bodioi  121 
I  BoilnAenalp,  224 

Jkxlmer.  ca«tle,  261 

Boj^hy,  gofge  of,  Iu9 

Boigne,  Uen.  de,  441 

Bois,  401 

l^legno,  monte,  367 

Boltingen,  140 

Bonavaux,  417 

KondergnU,  129 

Bonhomme,  col  dn,  407 

Iton  Nant,  cascade  duj  393 

Bonnet,  427 

Bonnevnl,  424.  458 

Bonneville,  891 

Boniio,  castle,  272 
;  Bondoler,  vsl,  206 
j  Bbnnivard,  185 

Bonstetten,  48 

Borea,  332 
I  Bordeaux  435 
j  Borgne,  river,  864 

Borgnone,  312 
'  Borgomanero,  328 

Borgo  Sesia,  324 

Itormio,  270 

Boraes,  mont  des,  436 

Borromean  islands,  307 

Borromeo,  San  Carlo,  ataiue« 
811 

Bosoo  del  Roeo,  420 

Bosse*,  890 

Bossons,  gketer,  394 


BUCCrONE. 

Botanical  Gardens:  Bern'*,  73; 
Geneva,  168{  Zurich,  31 

BoUlingen,114 

Kottdri,  15(i 

HouflTt  Signal  de,  179 

Boulden,  Iz,  8,  153,  173 

Bouquettns,  1  >ent  des,  364 

Bouw  d'Oysans,  458 

St.  Maurice,  427,  430,  451 

Mont  Genevre,  4a I 

Bonrget,  lao  du,  433 
;  Boura,  val  di,  342 
I  Bout  du  Monde,  441 

Bouvemier,  377 
|Bouveret,194 
,  Bovaresse,  160 
I  Bosel,  valley.  450,  454 

Boxingen,  12 

J^ramans  Fort,  444 

Bjsmois,  364 

Bramegg,  pass,  71 

Branchier,  St.,  377 

Brassus,  le,  164 

Braunegg,  castle  of,  18 

Bregaglia,  val,  261,  X7  2 

Bregena,27,  221 

to  Coire,  220 

Breginier  Ach,  221 

Breithom.  354 

Bremgarten,  9 

Bren,  184 

Brenets^  lac  des,  163 

Brenva  glacier,  376 

Br6(ma,  col  de,  862 

BreUye,  144 

Breti«ge,  151 

Breuil,  357 

Breven,  400 

Brevidres,  452 

Breion,  mont,  391 

Brian^on,  460 

rto  Suaa,   by    the    Mont 

Gen^vre,  460 

to  Pignerol,  462 

— >- to  Grenoble,  481 

Brida,  454 

Bridoire.  439 

Brieg,  199 

Brienx,  94 

,  Uke  of,  94 

Brfenzergrat,  94 

Brlgels,  242 
I  Briango,  310 

Bristen,  249 

Bristenstock,  65, 115 

Broekeio»,    ff'm.,    qnotafions 
I      fVom,  202,  380,  884,  408 
I  Broihausi,  139 
,  Brongbton,  grave  of,  182 

Broye,  river,  161 
1  Brogg, 16 
'  Bruiq^en,  210.225 
I  Brunegxhom^  859 
I  Brnnehilde,  queen,  168 
:  Bninig,  pass  of«  65 

Brunnen,  62 

Brusio,  280 

Brusmne,  845 

Burcialetto,  338 

Bueeione,  S23 
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BUBT. 


Baet,  894,404, 410,  414 

BalTaloia  iptm,  876 

Bukten,  IS 

BuUe.  14S 

Bumplats,  144 

Biintschi,  139 

Baochs.  67.    Onirof,62 

BuonApute,  368.  879,  382 

Barckbardt,  birthplace,  6 

Bui|;dorr,  15 

Bai;j;len,  114,239 

Bussigny,  157, 179 

Battier,  383 

Buttishols,  15.  Engliih  hu- 
row  new,  15 

Buzasch,  253 

Btron,  Lord,  hit  description 
of  tLe  Alp«  as  seen  from  the 
Jura,  zxxviii.  On  the  Ml  of 
the  Romberg,  55.    His  Swiss 

'  tour,  87,  141.  Lines  on  the 
Qssaarv  of  Morat,  149.  On 
Lake  Leman  in  a  calm,  176. 
In  a  storm,  176.  Cburens, 
IKS.  Bonnivard.  185.  Chil- 
Ion,  185 


c. 


CaD«,  220 

Caecia,  monte  della,  831 
Cadenabbia,3l9 
Caille,  pont  de  la,  435 
Galfreiaen,  282 
(^ilasca,  831 
Caliuo,  866 

Calvary :  ^Domo,  203 ;  Varitllo, 
324 ;  Locarno,  313 ;  Orta,  327 
Co/oia,  John,  at  Geneva,  171 
Cama,  368 
Camaaco,  329 

Camp  or  Prince  Thomas,  428 
Campea,  Tal,  419 
Campello,  col,  328 
Camperio,  252 
Campertogno,  329 
Campfeer,  lake,  274 
Campiglia,  419 
f'amplolo,  331 
Campo  Dolcino,  261 
Canaria.  vnl,  120, 251 
Canavese,  367 
Canciano  pass,  280 
Canero,  310 
Canicul,  262 
('anobbio,  310 
Capolago,  315 
Caprino,  monte,  317 
Carcoforo,  339 
Cardinel  pass,  260 
Caroiufo,  151 
Carro,  ool  de,  494 
Casaccia,  252,  273 
Casteldolflno,  472 
Castelponte,  472 
Cassana.  val,  276 
Castasegna,  878 
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OHAMPORCHER. 
Castelmor,  castle,  272 
Castifflione,  331 
Cathedrals— 
•  AoeU,  371 

Basle,  2 

Berne,  74 

Chamb^rv,  441 

Coire,  2id 

St.  Gall,  211    <^ 

Geneva.  167 

Lausanne.  180 

Manrienne,  448     ^ 

Sion,  192 

Soleore,  10 

Zarich;  89 
Cauaellea,  425 
Cavaglia,  280 
Celeriua,  270 
Cenia,  moat,  445, 446.  Tunnel, 

444. 

to8asa,446 

.  Little,  447 

Cenere.  monte,  314 
Centovaili,  311 
Centron,  450 
Ceppo  Morell!,  331 
Ceieaio,  318 
Cere«>l,  423  ^ 

Cergues.  St.,178 
Cernobbio,  320 
Cbbvik,  Mont,  348, 330 

Pass  of,  357 

Cesanne,  461 
Cevio,3l4 
Chaam,  48 
Cliablais,  193 
Chables.  384 
Chaises-&-portears,  xxyiii 
Chaldar,  Jean,  258 
Chfilets  and  pasturages,  llil 
Challant,  val,  345 
Challex,  164 
Chalpe,  la,  468 
Chalnat,  8 
Cham  have,  869 
Chamhiry^  440 

*  to  Geneva,  438 

to  Turin,  442 

•  to  Pont  Beauvoisin,  440 

to   Lanslebourg,  by  the 

Col  d'laeran,  449 
Cliambrelieu.  158 
Chamouki,  395.     Excursions 

around,  397 

•  to  Geneva,  890 

to  Martigny,  by  the  T8te 

Noire,  410 

•  to  the  Col  de  Balme,  412 

to  Courmayeur,   by  the 

Col  du  Bonhoinme  and  the 

Col  de  la  Seigne,  405 
Chamousset,  443 
Champagny,  455 
Cliampe,  i^lley  and  lake,  877, 

411.  Village,  411 
Champ6ry,  194,416 
Champlas,  462 
Champmont,  castle  of,  157 
ChamporcUer,  val  and  col,  368, 

420 


CLAIR^B. 
Chammec,  384 
Chandolin,  138 
Chapeau, 401 
Chapk,  423 
Chapi&,407 
Charamillan,4IS 
Charles  the  Bold.  149,  15< 
(^harmox,  aiguille  de,  S1I9 
Charpentier  (the   natarallat), 

grave  of,  187 
Chars-A-banc,  xxiil 
Charvensod,  372 
Cliasseral,  mont,  8,  1S5 
Chat,  mont  du,  433 
ChAteaa  Garnier,  478 
Ch&teau  d'Uex,  140 

to  Aigle,  142 

Quart,  369 

ChAtel  St.  Denis,  142 
ChAtidard,  183,  412,47» 
ChAtelet,  455 
Cbitillon,  869 

•  to  Zermatt,  S58 

to  Aosta,  369 

Chanmont,  mont,  153 
Chausa^,  142 
Chaux  de  Foods,  158 
Gha vanes,  419 
Cliavonnes,  144 
Chavomay,  157,  162 
Checruit.  ool  de,  375 
ChMe,  393 

,  lac  du,  394 

Chemin6e,  la.  401 
Cherasea  torrent,  206 
Chermontane,  387 
Ch^nm,  river,  437 
Cheeses.  Swiss,  140,  141,  142; 

160,  235 
Cheseaux,  182 
Chesery,  ool  d«^  193 
Chesnob  391 
Chd&idres,  144 
Chetif,  mont,  375.  409 
Cheville,  ool  de.  195 

>  chftlets  of,  196 

Ghevri&re,  col  de,  459 
Chexbres,  148 
Chiamuff,  castle,  277 
Chiareggio,  273 
CAtawana,  261 

•  to  Spliigcn,  281 

to  Samaden,  by  Oie  Ma* 

loya,  272 

to  Leoco,  321 

Chiesa,  273.  2R0 
Chignin,  castle  of,  442 
Chillon,  castl«  of,  185 
I  Chivasso,  366 
Ghivel,  stream,  135 
Chonex,  417 
Chrinen,  137 

Christophe,  St.,  valley,  481 
ChurfUraten,  38 
Ciampanella,  420 
Cima  de  Jaxi,  333, 353 
Ctmes  Blanches,  358 
Cirque  d'Annibnl,  429 
Clairee.  ool,  447 
— — » river,  460 


CLAIX. 
Claix,  U,  457 
Clapier  de  U  Txalenta.  434 
Clareiu,  183 
Clarlden  alps,  240 

Grat,  116,  M7 

Clefen,  261 

Clna,  eol  do.  42S 

Close,  U,  paM  o^  160 

CIoMs,  391 

Cluwne,  462 

Coblens,  20 

(^odera,  torrent,  322 

Codine,  monte,  322 

CooMS,  val  de,  417.  Village,  418 

Cognin,  440 

CoiBB,  218 

•  to  Pfcffert  iMithe.  218 

to  DisentU  and   Ander- 

matt,  by  the  Vorder  Rbein- 

thal,  246 

—  to    Samaden,    by    tlie 
Jailer.  268 

to  Samaden  in  the  Enga- 

dine,  by  theAlbula,27l         [ 

to  SpltLgen,  by  the  VU  ' 

Mala,  254 

^—   to   CbiaTenna,   by   the 

Splugen,  254 

to  Suss,  281 

to  Davos-Plax  and  Kloa- 

tert,  282 
Coise,  443 
(Jolarin,  col  de,  454 
Colioo,  322 
Col  Ion,  col  de,  363 
Colma,  eol,  8^8  *' 

Ck>lmar,  478 
(3ologny,  123 
Columbier.  196 
Coltiret,  423 
Combal,  lake  of,  409 
Comballax,  143 
Combe  de  Cogne.  435 
— '-  de  Oavet,  458 

de  Saaseneire,  481 

de  Savoie,  431 

Combetta,  Pointe  de,  345 
(bmbin,  moat,  387 
Comblott.  430 
Como,  316,  321 

,  lake  of,  318 

Concise,  156 
Conflan8,431 
Cooflons,  252 
CowsTAKOE,  24.    Great  conn- 

eil,  26 

kl»keo(;  26 

-,  steamers  on  the,  26 

^-*  to  Basle,  19 

*  to  SchAffhaiiaen.  28 

Contamines,  406 
Conthey,  197 
Conto,  monte,  272 
ConTeta.  158 
Conversion,  la,  148 
Coppet.  178 
Corbassi£re,gUdor,  384 
Coreelles,  156, 158 
Corenno,  S2;i 
Coxnare,  249r 


htdex. 

DARD. 
CoTBler,  193 
Cortalllod,  156 
Coaaonay,  162 
Costame,  aWiii 
G6t«,U,  179 
Cotton-works  in  Val  d'Oreo, 

421  ;  at  Annecy,  436 
Coucy,  Enguerrand  de,  defeat 

of,  16 
Courroayear,  378 

•  to  Turin,  366 

•  to  Martigny,  by  the  Col 

Fenrex,  388 

to  St.  Maurice,  428 

•  to   ChamounI,  by    the 

AUee  Blanche,  405 
Coargn6.  421 
Courrendelin,  7 
Court,  7 
Couvet,  160 
Coax,  eol,  416 
Cons,  cascade  of,  440 
Corerdale,    Miles,  prints  the 

first  English  Bible  at  Zuridi, 

32 
Cracalery.  lake,  455 
Cramont,  mont,  374 
GiaTeggia,  206,  314 
Cremenz,  861 
Crests,  369,  270    • 
Crete  Stehe.  eol  de,  S6S 
Cretinism,  IxTii 
Creuxde  Vent,  161 
Cravasses,  Wiii 
Crevola,  VOS 
Criner  Furca,  208 
Crischona,  St.,  6 
Crissolo,  village  of,  470 
Crispalt.  249 
Crisrallina,  val,  252 
Croce,  SU..  272 
Croeione,  monte,  819 
Crodo,  209 
Croix,  ool  de  la,  138,  143, 466 

du  Bonhomme,407 

de  Feuilletie,45l 

,  Ste,  157 

Croveo,  205 
Crusellles,  435 
Cttgulion,  mont.  477 
Cula,  ool  de,  480 
Cullv,  183        I 
Culoz,  164,  432 
Cuneo  to  Embmn,  473 
Curaglia,  252 
Cure,  1 
Custom-hoosea,  xi,  303 


D. 

Daefaaen,28 
Dachsfelden,  8 
Dagmenellen,  14 
DsTa,  river,  131.  133,  198 
Dalmaiio,  St.,  474 
Damiano,  San,  473 
Dance  of  Death,  2 
Dard,  cascade  da,  397 
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DONOO. 
Darentasia,  ano.,  450.   Site  of, 

454 
DStschbach  waterfall,  109 
Dauben  See,  ISO 
Dauphin,  le,  458 

,  mont,  fort  oC,  467 

Dav6s,2S3 

Davfisthal,  271 

Davy,  Sir  H.,  grave  of,  170 

Dazio  Grande,  120 

Dead,  lake  of  the,  99 

Debftele,  384 

DecandoUe,  grave  of,  170 

D^limont,  7 

Demont,  474 

Dent  Blanche,  col  de  la,  354 

du  Chnt,  433 

de  Jaman,  pass  of,  141 

-du  Midi,  194,  417 
-  de  Morcles,  188 
-de  Vanlion.  163 
Derborense,  lake,  196 
Derochoir,  col  du,  414 
Devil's  Bridge,  115 
Devero,  val.  205 
Diablerets,  196 
Diavulesia  Pkss,  378 
INdifr,  St.,  378,428 
Diemtigen-thal,  185 
Diessenhofen,  23 
Dietfiirth,  226 
Dietikoa,19 

Digne  to  Baroelonette,  477 
Diligences  in  Switxerland,  zz 
Dill,  his  Panoramic  Views  of 

the  Alps,  76 
Diodati  Oimpagna,  174,  193 

DiosB,  torrent,  894,  414 
DirecUom  /or    trcmUdaff   in 
Switxerland,  $  12 

Disentis,  24 1 ,  24  8 ;  abbey,  248 
*  to  Reiehenau,  246 

to  Olivone,  in  Val  Blegno, 

by  the  Lakraanier,  251 

to     Andermatt,    by  the 

Oberalp,  248 
•  to  Amsteg,  249 

to  Airolo,  251 

Disrut  Pass,  253 

Distances  in  Switzerland,  xviii 
in  Piedmont,  308 

IMstel,  335 

I'Mxence,  river,  364 

Dobbia,  val,  col  di,  841 

l^ii  berg.  237 

Dodoney,  420 

Don  of  St.  Bernard,  380 

Doire  river,  367 

Dule,-mont,  178 

Dolina,  mont,  878 

Dom,  337,  348 

Domaso,  819 

Domdidier.  150 

Donessin,  4.^9 

Domleschg  valley,  258 

Domo  d*<  >9aola,  203 

to  Arena,  807 

to  Locarn<),  311 

Dona«,  3(i8 
iDoogo,  819 
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DORFLI. 


Doriat,  gorge.  441 

Dornach.  battle  of,  6 

Doron,  valley,  460,  454 

Doabs,  river.  158.    Saat.  158 

Douvaine,  103 

Doveriii,  208 

Drac,  river,  4*7 

I>xagonata,  torrent,  SIS 

Uranoe,  torrent,  416 

Dranae  valley,  377.  Inunda- 
tion of.  384 

river  (in  Chablob).  190, 

Ibl, 193 

Dt«y«.  477 

Dreiaehutenhom,  859 

l^ni,  aiguille  de,  398 

Dttbeadorr,  38 

Dundengrat,  1S7 

Duing,  di&t«>aa,  437 

l>urance,  valley,  460.  477 

Duma-thai,  243 

Dnmten,  36 

Dfirrenboden,  876 


E. 


Eau  Morte,  valley,  437 
Ean  Noire,  4 1 1 
KWl,  grave  of,  81 
Khenalp»  825 
Ebihom,  354 
Ebikon.  48 
Kbnat,  887 

£brodunnm,-8lte  of,  15T 
Eehellea,  li»a,  438 
Eck, 110 

Eeluae,  1',  fort.  174 
Eginenthal,  104,  807 
Egeri,  40.    Lake,  40,  830 
E^ua,  col  d',  339 
Eigen,  838 
Eigher,  great,  88 

Klein,  88 

Einflach-thal,  198,  860 
Einaiedeln  abbey,  888 
Sinspanner,  xziii 
Electric  telegraph,  xviii 
Elgg,8l0 
Elm,  S43 

to  Preffen,  843 

to  Flima,  248 

Elva,  col  di,  472.    VOUge.  472 
Kmbrun,  477 
Emetten,  68 
Emme,  river,  8, 15, 78 
Bmmeuthal,  71 
EncUvet,  rocks,  481 ' 
Sngaduu  detcribed,  874 
Enge,  peninaala,  9 
Engelbers,  108 

toAItorf,l08 

EngelUorner,  91 

Enghe,  76 

Enghi.  243 

English  war,  and  barrow.  IB 

BngAleaAlp,l]l 


INDEX. 


FEBHELtTHAL. 

Kotiebnch,  71 

Entre-deux-Eanx,  45B 

Entrevet,  val  d',  873 

Kntremont,  val  d*,  377 

Erasmus**  grave  and  tomb- 
stone, 2.    Residence,  5 

Ergo1i,river,  13,  20 

Erlach.  and  castle  of,  158. 155 

.  von,  8,  15 

Erlenbacb,  96,  139 

l!>ni  (Arnold),  63.  Birthplace, 
70 

Erin,  ool  de.  364 

,  val,  864 

Erstfeld,  109 

Eraingen,  80 

12aeher  von  der  IJnth,h!s  grave, 
81.  His  works  on  tlie  Linth 
and  lake  of  Wallenstadt,  86. 
Monumental  taUet  to^  37 

Bacholxmatt.  71 

Esel,  53 

Esine,  323 

Esseillon,  Port  V,  444 

Etishorn,  104.  Excursions 
from,  106 

Etivax.  val.  1 48      ^ 

Etrottbles,  383 

Ktxel.  mont,  887 

EvAche.  r,7 

l^vian,  194 

Bvionax,  189,  195 

Evolena,  368,  SA4 

to  Zermatt.  364 

*  to  Aosta.  863 

«  to  St.  Nicholas,  359 

•  to  St.  Luc,  362 

Exilles,  valley  and  village,  46 1 

Exli-thal,  849 


Faldo,  181 
Fain,  val  de,  878 
Falkniss.814,  ^16,281 
Farel,  the  Reformer,  171 
Fariolo.  S07 
Fiitsch,  240 
Fatsehbaeh  falls,  836 
Faudgny,  391 
Faulhorn,  90 
Faveraes,  437 
F^  gtac|er,  336 

valley  and  hamlet,  836 

Feistenherg,  864 

PeldbMsh.  84 

Feldkixeh,  881 

Fellenberg,  M.,  8 

Felaenegg,  41 

Fenestreuea,  vil)sge  and  fbrt, 

468 
Fen^tre,  col  de  Is,  389 
FenStres,  col  des,  387 
Fenis,  castle,  S69.    Vallev,  48Q 
Fer-jk-eheval,  415 
Feiden,  134 
Fermelthal,  1S6 


F&AUEKFELD. 

Peraey,  174 

Femieen.  110 

Ferpecle  glader,  365 

Perrera,  S.t8 

Ferret,  or  Petrez,  ool.  368 

Ferripre,446 

Fervento,  338 

PeuUlvtte,  Croix  de.  Ail 

Fentersoev.  143 

Fideris  twths.  881 

Pier,  river,  436 

Filar,  338 

Filial,  398 

Pilisnr.  871 

Findelen  gbder,  355 

Finhaut,  418 

Pinster  Aarhom,  88,  89 

Aarachlucht,  95 

Aar  glacier,  98 

PinstermHnz  pass,  874.  277 

Piora,65.11S 

Pirn,  meaning  of,  Ivl 

Fishing,  6,324, 186 

Fitsnau,  45.     Ascent  of  tlie 

Rigi  from,  45 
Flamatts.  144 
Pliischberg.  816 
Flaine.laede,415 
Flawyl,810 
Fleg8re,  400 
Fletsehhom,  387 
Flenrier.  I6Q 
Flims,  244,  846      ^  '■ 
Fiimser  Pirn,  844 
Flood%lxvi 
Plowem,  Alpine,  li 
Fine,  Nicolas  von  der,  67.  69. 

Hb  grave,  68,    His  retreat, 

69,70 
Flnela  pas^  883 
Fliielen,  65,  il3 

toHelUn«on«,lll 

Flumser  pass,  836 

Plumet,  431 

Poax.  la,  478 

Pobello,  329.  338 

FOhn  (wind),  Ux,  838 

Pol,  Ste..  487 

Folie,  888 

Ponds,  415 

Fontana,  his  birthplace^  315 

Fontoouverte,  456 

Poppa,  817 

Poppiano,  gorge  of,  806 

Forbes,  Professor,  $  16 

Forelaa,  144 

,  col  de  la,  393,  411 

St.  Gervais,  405 

Forcletta.  Plis  de  la.  360 

Foroola  pus,  868 

Fornuwa  valley,  807.   Vlllaje^ 

808 
Pumel,  486,  453 
Porno,  888 
Poron,  mont,  430 
Pour,  col  du,  407 
Poor  Cantons,  lake  of  thei,  61 
Pimneis  I.,  473,  475 
Prasslnone  QUI.  808 
FiaaenflBld,  38 
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FBAUEITKIRCHE. 

OLACIEBS. 

GRAVEI.T.ONA. 

Pnttenkixche.  283 

Gemttein.  341 

Glaciers  of  ihe  iEggischhoiq. 

Freaox.  la.  459 

.Generoao,  monto.  315 

104                      -  i»            •* 

Fr^jn«.colde,444 

Gknkva,  164.     Situation  and 

Glacier  galleries,  201 

Frenet.  ibl 

appearance,  1«6.  Plan  of  the 

GUne,  148 

Frdtea,  chain*  des.  415 

town,  166.    Gathedral,  167. 

Glarey,  S60 

Fr^ty,  naont,  37« 

Muaeuraa,  167,168.  Library, 

Glaria,  283 

Freudenberg,  212 

168.    BoUnic  Garden,  168. 

Gl&misch  mountain,  233 

Illustrious      nuHves,      168. 

Otarug,  235.    Conflagntion  in 

bridges,  145, 146.  Canton  of. 

MAnuftctujjn^     168.       Con- 

1861, 235 

146 

veyances,   169.      Phyaiciana 
and  shop-keepers,  170.    His- 

 »  to  Wesen,  284 

to  SUchelberg  baths,  286 

Frobeniua,  5 

tory,  WO.   Tlie  Reformation 

to  Reichenau,  243 

Frohburg,  IS 

to  Ilanz,  it44 

Fratigvn,  128 

•  to  Schwytx,  by  the  Klou- 

Fnitval,  208 

Geneva, /a*0  »/,  176 

thal  and  Muotta,  231 

Furea,  paaa  of^  99 

Geneva*  to  Maoon.  164 

,  valley  of.  36,  234 

,  canton,  234 

Horn.  100 

to  Martigny,  by  Thonon, 

Puree  Kien,  or  SeeOnea  Thai. 

193             •   ^'     ' 

Glatt-thal,  28.  36,210 

127 

to    Villeneuve,  by  Lau- 

Glenner. valley,  264 

Fnrcula  pass,  2R3 
Furgije  Ttial,  337 

sanne,  176 

Glereiae,  155 

to  Ohambery,  by  Alx,  432 

(jletscher  Alp.  337 

Furst,  Walter,  63,  I  U 

-r —  to  Lyons,  4  32 

Gliire,  la.  456 

Furtwanjr.  102 

to  Chamoani,  390 

Glion.  184 

Fusell,  Henry,  81 

to   Aiguebelle   and  An- 

Glys,  199 

Fiiaio.  314 

neoy,  435 

Gnifetti.  M..  340 

Oenivre.  wmi,  460 

Oottre,  Ixvii,  S72 

Gennbal,  110 

Ooldau,  42,  55.    Asd^ntofthe 

George,  St.,  abbey.  23 

kigi  from,  42 

Q 

CSeorge's.  St.,  164 

Gold-mines,  202,  831 

Germain.  casUe,  368 

Goletta.  col  de,  452 

,  St.,  430 

GoUze,oolde,  193,414 

Oabelhom,  354 

Germanasca,  val,  463 

Gondo  gorge.  202 
-^  gallery,  208 

Oabiet  See,  341 

Germano,  St,  464 

(JShria,  223 

Gersau,   62.     Ascent   of  the 

village.  202 

Gadmen,  96, 110 

Rigifi)om,44 

Gonxen,  39 

Gadmenthal,  109 

Gers,lacde,  415 

Gorges,  Alpine,  xUi 

to  Grimael,  102 

Qervais.  St.,  baths,  893 

Gorgier,8t.  AubiiKlft^ 
Goruer  glacier,  850 

Gala,  watering-pjace,  223 

Gessler's  castle,  ^4.   Death,  55, 

Oalandaberfr,2l6 

64 

Galeae,  coX  de,  423 

Gesaner,  the  poet,  birthplace 

Vispsch,  887 

Galgenen.  37 

of,  38           ^^ 

GSaehenen,  102,  115 

Gall,  St.,  210.  Manufkefcures, 

,  naturalist,  birthplace  of. 

Gothard    St.,  pau    (/,    111, 

211.    Tradition  and  htatorv, 

32 

Hospice  of,  119 

211.  Cathedral.  211.  Monas- 

Gessonay, 138, 140 

jGotteron,  river,  144.  Gorge  of. 

tery,  212.    Library,  212 

Gestad.66 

147 

Gestig-thal,  138 

GoUlieben,  castle  of,  24 

221 

Goullle.  cascade,  415 

to  HejMau  j*nd  Ujnach, 

Gia«Dmo,San,206.  341 

Grarenort,  lOH 

225 

,  gorge  of,  26a 

OrafTeneire.  384 

•  to  Zttrich,  210 

Gibbon, 181 

rJMggi,  102 

Gallenstoek,  100 

Giebel-thal,  206 

Gran  Bioburent,  4T2 

Gam  pel,  134 

Giessbach  Mis,  94 

Grand  Coluret,  423 

Ganuchilttclce.  I2» 

Gifte,  torrent,  891 

Grand  Combih,  374 

GaiDsen,  torrent,  198 

Gignod. 883 
Gilly,  Dr..  466 

Grand  Pkradis,  358,  418 
Grand  Pelvoux,  881 

Ganther,  200 

Gingottgh,  St.,  194 

Grand  Plateau,  404 

Gardona,  262 

Giomico  (Imis),  121 

Grand  Vallon,  447 

Gardoval,  eaatle,  27$ 

^iouz,  425 

Grande  Casae,  455 

Garibaldi,  309,  316 

Giovanni,  St.,  464 

Grande  Croix,  445 

Gasteren,  129 

Gisli-Pluh,  16 

Grande  Motte,  452 

Gasteren-thal,  126,  199 

Gite,  la,  valley,  481 

Grands  Muleti^  403 

Gaudensio  Ferrari,  324,  3$7 

Glaoibr8,Iv.   Extent,  Ivf.  In- 

Gnndson, 156.    Battle  of,  158 

Gaoll  glacier,  103 

crease  and  d^inntion.  Ivi. 

Grandval,7 

Gavet,  458 

Grange  baths,  18 

Geant,  ool  dn,  976,  404 

vasBes,lviii.  Colour,  lix.  Mo- 

Grato, 841 

,  glacier  da,  398 

raines,  lix.    Melting,  IxiL 

Granbunden,219,24T 

GeiMberg.  109 

of  Grlndelwald.  89,90 

Grauhanpt,  848 

Gel6e,  mon^  388 

ofKosenl«oi.  91 

Graueborner,  217 

Gemiivtork,  287 

«ft|wAar,99 

n — of  the  Rhone,  100 

Grave,  la,  459 

pnvellona,  007 
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Gretna,  253 

Grenler,  mont,  44t 

Grenehen,  12 

<>reiioble  to  Brianeon,  4ft7, 
481 

Grenxach,  20 

Granaa,  417 

Greaaonay,  339 

•  to  Alagna,  S42 

Greaaonay  to  Ch&tillon,  S4» 

Grey,  Lady  Jane,  leitera  of, 
31 

Gray  Lea^e,  819,  247 

Grecy,  483 

Griea,  p*aa  of,  207 

Grigna,  822 

Giimml  paaa,  185 

Oriwuelt  hoapioe  of  tlie.  97. 
Past  of.  95.  Skinnbh  of, 
98.    Passed  to  or  from,  101 

to  Hospenthal,  99 

to  lh«  ^Bgi^schhorn,  102 

to  Meyrini:en,  lOS 

toBrieg.  103 

Griudelwald,  88 

-^,  glaeien  of,  89,  90 

,  lower  Mlarier,  rlait  to,  8^ 

-^  to  Meyringen,  by  the 
Great  Scheideck,  91 

to  Grtmsel,  101 

Grion,  195 

Griaanche,  ral.  373,  425 

GarsoNs,  lan^paage  of,  210. 
History  and  govemment  of, 
219,  347 

GrWola,  picdeU.419 

Groscavallo,  454 

Grotte  des  Pies,  168 

Gmben,  859 

GrntU,  or  Ralji,  n 

Grajdre^  castle,  141.  Counts 
of,  141.    Cheese,  141 

Grynan,  castle  of,  38 

Gspaltenhom,  126 

Gateig,  81,  137,  188 

Gudin,  General,  98,  118 

Goggli,  350 

GriDKs  in  Switserland,  xxt. 
AtChamouni,S96.  In  Pied- 
mont and  Savoy,  3U2.  At 
Zermatt,  349 

Gitiera  Vif,  torrent.  438 

Guil,  the,  408, 408 

Gamestre,467 

Gaiaanne,  valley,  459 

Gamihom,  81 

Gfiminen,  148 

Gare,  la,  452 

Guresmittlerbach,  110 

Gurf,  208 

Gamigel,  142 

Guttanen,  99 

Gyswyl,  89 


Haag,  227 

Habsborg,  castle  of;  18.    Nea» 
castle  of,  54,  81 


Hacken,  230 
Hahnenberg,  10« 
Hahnenmooa,  129,  ISO 
Haldenatein,  castle,  217 
Hameau  da  Glacier,  407 
Hammerlin,     birthplace    of, 

82 
Handek,  falls  of  the  Aar,  98 
HannibaCi  route  9ver  the  Alps, 

428,  429, 480 
Harder,  80 

Haali,  or  Mevringen,  92 
Haiidirea,  885 
Hauenatein,  Untar,  13 
Hanaen,  48  I 

HautdeCrv,  191 
Haute  Com'be,  488  I 

Hanta  Geneveys,  158 
Heiden,  223 
Heights  of  mountaina,  lakes, 

and  paaaea,  $  19,  Ixix 
Heiligenkreutx,   hamlet   and 

vallev,  205* 
Heinrichabad,  225  I 

Helleplatte,  96  i 

Hennfei,  151 
Herbag^,  413 
Her^menoe,  val  and  Tillage, 

364  I 

Hfirens,  val  d*,  384  I 

Herisau,  226 

Herrenreuti,  109 

Herxogenbuchaee,  9,  15 

Hindelbank,  l» 

H inter  Rhein  thai,  242,  148, 

266.   Village,  266 
History,  xlv 
Hochhom,  134 
HSchste  Spitae,  358 
HochstUckU,  230 
Hochthiiligrat,  349 
Hof,  103 
HofWyl   agricultural    instita- 

tion,  9 
Holienkasten.  213,  225 
Hohenklingen,  casUe  of,  23 
Hohenrain,  28 
HohenSax,  213 
Hohentwiel,  23 

Hohes  Licht,  343  ' 

Holbein  —  collection     of    hia 

drawings  at  Basle.  8.   Aneo- ' 

dotea  of,  3 
Hollow  Way.  64 
Homburg,  castle  of,  13 
HApltal.  431 
Horgen,  35, 40 
Hi5mli,  350 
Horses  and  mules  in  Switnr- 

land,  xxvll 
Hospice  all'  Acqna,  209 
HoapiUl,  or  Hospenthal,  100, 

118 
Hngi,  Profeasor,  hut  of.  99 
Hnndaalp.  110 
Huudswyler  Tobel,  226 
Hnnenberg,  Henry  von,  41 
Huningen,  6 


I80LACCIA. 
Hannenflue,  82 
Huabandry,  Swias.  xMH 

,  school  for  pnuetieal,  9 

Huss,  John,  his  prison,  S3,  M, 

25 
Hntten,  Ulrie,  bnrial-plaee,  S5 


Ibaeh,  80,  232 
Iberg,  cattle,  226 
Ifflgeo,  138 
Ifligenbach,  188 
Iffigen-thal,  138 
Hans,  216 

toOlivone,953 

•  to  Splugen,  8«S 

II0«river,7l 

lilies,  val  d',  193, 194,  407 

Im-Abschwung,  90 

Im-Boden,  96 

Im-Grund,  96 

Im-Hof,  96 

I  m- Loch,  207 

Immensee,  41,  55.    Aeeent  o 

the  Rigi  from,  48 
Im-Saas,  102 
lm>Selden,  126 
Imaeng.  Herr,  836,  S55 
Ill-aee,  360 
Inden,  138 
Infemet,  458 
Ingria,  420 
/m,  valley  of,  274 

river,  268,  270,  278 

Inns    of  Switserland,  zsTiiL 

Charges  in,  xxx. 
—  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy, 

301 
Ini^  151 

Intelvi,  val.  820 
Intbrlakkn,  80 

to  lianterbmimen,  81 

•to  Thnn,  78 

to  Briens,  93 

to  Sion  or  Sierre,  135 

TntachI,  115 
Intra,  310 
Introbbto,  821 
Inundations  of  th^~ 

Alpbach,  93 

Pranae,  191 

Bmme,  72 

lAuibaeh.OO    ' 

Linth,  36 

ValdeBagnes,384 
Irnia,  121 
Iron.mines  of  Val  de  Gone. 

418 
laella,  208 

Isenthal,  valley  of,  61 
Iwran,  col  d',  453 
Isdre,  valley  of,  427,  442,  4M 
lsl(«.les,410 
laola  Bella.  808 

Madra,  809 

di  San  Giulio^  887 

Isolaocia,  879 


Issert.  388 

Italy,  approach  to^  SOS 
Itxnang,  HA 
Ivoune,  175 
Ivrea,  Sfl7 
IvTOgne,  STSt  49ft 


Jacob,  St.,  IwlUa  of,  6,  IS 

Jaman,  141 

Jardin,  1«,  398 

Jauchli  paas,  71 

Jaan,  140.    Valley,  140 

Jazer  Alp,  244 

Jaai,  Ciinade,S33,353 

Jean  de  Maurienne,  St.,  443 

d*Arvaa,St.,  456 

Jenatx,  £81 
Jeoiie,  St.,  418 

Jerome  of  Fkagne^  his  prison, 
24 

Jesnit^  1 4« 
Joch,  pass  of  the,  110 
Jolimont.  151.  15» 
Jon,  col  de,  345 
Jorat,  151,  18« 

Joux,  ch£tean   de.  1«0.    Lac 
de,  103.    Golonne  de,  4S9 

Jouzplane,  col  de,  193 

Joveneaa,  417 

Jovet,  mont,  868,406 

Jnff,  263 

JaUen,St,4S3 

Ja/ier  oeus,  268 

Jung,  359 

Junefiraa,  87 

Jnpiter,  plain  of,  381 

Jura,  6, 153,  156 

valley.  12 

Justie-thal.  79 


Kalen.  223 
Kaisentohl,  69 
KaUnda,216 
Kalfeoaer-thal,  817 
Kamndra.  853 
Kamor,  213,  225 
Kander  river,  78. 188. 136 
Kandersteg,  129 
Kappel,  48.    Rattle  o^  48 
Katherinethal,  23 
KatarhaYaulB,241 
Katienstrick,  830 
Katzia,  255 
Kehrbachi,  207 
Keith,  marshal,  1A6 
Kemlile,  John,  grave  of,  188 
Kerenzenberg,  235 
Kenu,  68 
Kerstelen-tfaal.  lift 
Kienholz,  94 
Kienthal.  127,  128 
Kinxig  Kalm,  238 
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LAUFELFINGEN. 
Kippel,  126. 134 

to  Kaodeietedb  ^33 

Kirehet,95 

Kistengrat,  248 

Klauaen  pan,  240 

Kleine  Emme,  valley  ot  71 

Kleiner  TOdi,  241 

Kleinthal.  243 

KlimaenUom,  58 

Rlonaee.  233 

Klonthal,  233 

Kloeteri,  282 

Kloa,  115.  140,281 

Knapaaek,  xxxiv 

Knox,  John,  171 

Koepftiach,  36 

Konigsfelden,  17 

Konolflngen,  78 

Koeciuako,  11 

Krachenthal,  lift 

Kiaachthal.  243 

Kiay  Alp.  225 

Kreatzboden,  138 

Krentli  pan,  249 

Kreudingen,  26    •' 

Krieg  Alp,  2U5 

Krienz,  58 

Kriea.340 

Kriailoeh.  53 

Kablia.  888 

KombeU,  253 

KankelBpan,3l7 

KorfUnten,  38 

Kara,! 

Kriasnacht,  34. 54.    Ascent  of 

the  Rigi  fh>m,  43 
Kyburg,  castle  of.  28 
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,107 
IjSC,  eol  do,  486 
Lachen.  37,  287 
LaddeTa.Leitem.  182 
Lake  dwellines,  remains  ot,  31 1 
Ldhns     of    Switzerland,    xl. 

Heights  of,  Ixix 
Landenbeig,  68 
Landeron,  1&6 
Landqaart,  217.  818,  283 
LAndii.451 

LanghanH.  Mad^  monument,  1 5 
Langnan,  71 
Langwiesen.  882 
lAnslebonrg.  445 
— *  to  Chambery,  449 

*  to  Moutiexs,  454 

Lana  le  Villaid,  454 

Laniada,280 

Litelhorn,  838 

Latrohe,  139, 161 

Lattenbaeh,  185 

Laubeclc,  castle  and  gorge,  340 

Lanberhom,  87 

Umenen,  139 

to  Gsteig.  137 

Lanfelflngen,  18 


Lanfen,  castle  of,  21, 88 
LanlTenbu^,  80 
Lauffen. 7 

Lauibach  torrent.  69 
Laapen,  battle  of,  144 
Lausanitk,    179.     Cathedral, 

180.  Gaatle.180.    Muaeum. 

181.  Honse  of  Gibbon,  181. 
Neighbourhood,  181 

to  Villeneave,  by  Vevay, 

189    ^ 

•  to  fteyborg,  147 

*to    Berne,   by    Morat, 

148 

•  to  Geneva,  176 

*  to  Yverdun,  156 

Lautaret,  ool  de,  459 
Lanteraar  glacier,  99, 103 
LauteraarsalteU  103 
Laiiterbrunnen,  88 
— ^,  upper  valley  of.  83 

to  Grindelwald,  84 

to  Kippel  or  Kandenteg, 

by  the  Tachiugel,  1X4 
-^—  to  Kandersteg,  by  the  See- 
flnen  Furkeand  DtU&dengrat, 
126 
Laaset,  477 
Laval,  453 
Lavanch6,  409 

Lavater,  birthplace  of,  29.32. 
At  Ober-Rleden,  35.   Death 
of,  31 
Laveno, 810 
r^vey  hath,  189 
Lavin,  276 
Lavizzara,  val,  314 
Lead-minea.  451.  459 
Lebendue,  lake  and  valley.  2G5 
Leeoorbe,  General.  63, 109, 1 1 3. 

116.266 
Leooo,318 

.  lago  di,  823 

Lechaud,  glacier  de,  398 
Lecheretie,  142 
Legnone^  monte,  328 
I  Leine.  col  de^  458 
'  Leltem,  132 

Leman,  lake,  176 
I  Lemie.  421 
I  Lenk,  136 
I  —  to  Lanenen,  187 
I  Lens,  mont,  458 
,  Lenta,  river.  470 
Lenz,271 
Lepin,  439 
Len.810 
Leuk,  haih»  of,  131.    Village 

of,  133 
Levanna,  423 
Leventina,  val,  120 
Leyne.  village  and  river,  441 
Libraries- 
Basle,  4 
Berne,  75 
Chambery,  441 
Coireb818 
Engelberg.  108 
Su  Gall.  212 
Geneva,  168 

2  A 
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INDEX. 


XA.RU. 


Ubnrie*— 

Neachfttel,  153 

SchaflThausen,  US 

Zoffingen,  U 

Zurich,  SI 
Uehteiutei^,  SS6 
Uehtensteln,  y>l 
Lidde%3T7 
Uerthal,  18.    Slaughttr  of  the 

men  of  Bvle  at,  IS 
Llmern  Alp,  S43 
Ldmmat  river,  17,  t9 
UnaM,  Pf»,ttl 
Lindau,  27 
Unth,    Tilley    (<  984,   S8«. 

River,  34,  Sa,  SS4 
— -  Colony,  87 
Lfoton,  lake,  US 
Lira,  860 
Ltoerne,  IM,  l»7 
Livigno,   valley  and    Tillage, 

876k  879 
Lorana,  489 
Locarno,  318 
LSehllberg,  868 
Lode,  188 
LS^he,  181, 188 
LBffelhom,  104 
Lone,  ool  de%  158 
Lohnkotaeher,  SwIh,  xxU 
Loiaon,  Gen.,  110, 1 18, 116 
Lomhaidore,  4S1 
Lona,  Paa  de,  368 
Longet,  col  de,  478,  478 
Lonza,  river,  184 
Lorae,  river,  48 
LoaUllOb868 
L6taeh«HtteI,  804 
LOtachberi,  134 
LotaehUiaL  185,  184 
I/Ouia>Philippe,  254 
Louise,  valley  and  village,  481 
Ix>nrtier,  384 
Loweftt,  58 
Lttc,  SL,  360 
•— ,  to  Evolena,  868 
Lnceodro,  lake,  119 
Lucena,  161 
LuoRRNB,48.  Plan  of  the  town, 

49.  Bridges,   50.    Anenal, 

50.  Thorwaldtea'a  Lion,  52. 
Steemei^  58.  Lake,  58. 
Sketeh-map»  51.  Mount  Pi> 
late^58 

toSchwvti,54 

to  Pllirien,  60 

to  Heyringen  or  Brieni,65 

-— -  to  Heme,  by  the  Entle- 
bneh,71 

—  to  Berne,  by  railway,  78 
lake  of,  60 

Ludlow,  grave  of,  IBS 
Lugano,  316 

—  to  Como,  316 

,  lalceo£318 

Loggage,  xxll 
Lngnets-thal,  858,  864 
Lueni,  lake,  878 
Lulno,  316 

—  to  Menaggio,  316 


Lukmanier  peas,  251 
Lungem,  lake  of,  69.    Drain- 

ing  of,  69 
^— ,  villsge  of,  70 
Lnnghino,  monte,  268 
Loaema,  valley,  464 
LoKgen,  Alpk  107 
Lntenuee,  71 
Lutaehine,  river,  88 
LniienBteig,2l6 
Lyona,  or  Maoon,  to  Geneva, 

(ma),164 

to  Geneva,  488 

to  Aix,  488 

to  Chamb^rr,  4S8 

Lya  Blanche,  ool  de  la,  487 
Lya-thal,  342,  345, 3b7 

glacier,  848 

Lyi«,9, 151 


M. 

Macagno,  310 
Macdonald,  Mardial,  8M 
Macot  lead-minet,  450 
Maougnaga,   338.    EKeonlona 

from,  338 

to  Visp  and  Saaa,  884 

— -  to  Gretaonay,  389 

Maddalena,  cot  della,  475 

Maderan  valley,  1 15, 23V.  849 

Madranok  851 

Madulein,  278 

Magadine,  818 

Magilalene,  St.,  grotto,  147 

Mage.  864 

Maggla,  val,Sl3,  814 

Mngghret  lake^  309 

Magundone,  307 

Maglan.398 

Magnin,  413 

Maigne,  col  de,  364 

Maira,tottroeof,86S.    Vale  of, 

381.  478 
Maistre,  Comte  le,  bfathplace, 

441 
M^iaawt,479 
Majolioa,  U,  318,  819 
Mabiden,  298 
MaUuu,2ei 
Malanre,  eolde,  416 
Malleray,  8 
Mallone,  river,  481 
Maloggte  or  Maloya  paai,  878] 
Malval,  Combe  de,  458 
Mandello,  328 
Maneilie,  463 
Mapt,  xzxli,  808 
Marat,  birthplaov^  156 
Maicel,  St.,  369,  450,  463.  Val, 

418 
Margaretben,  St.,  818 
MatgotiolOk  monte^  309 
Marguerite^  St,  456 
MtaU,,  Sta.,  paaa,  851 
MarU  Maggiore,  Sta.,  81 1 
Maria  zum  Sohnee,  48^  868 


the 


XEBTHOlf. 
Blarjelen,  lake,  108 
Martig»9t  180 

to  Aoata,  37C  884 

•  to  Geneva,  by  '" 

193 
—  to  Oonmayemv  by 

Col  Penex,  388 
,  by  the  Col  de  la 

Penfttn^  389 
,  by  the  Got  de  Se^ 

Kna.390 
— -  to  Chamonnl,  by  the  Cel 

deBalme,4lS 
•  to  Chamoonl,  by  Ttta 

Noire,  410 
Martin.  St..  844,  899,417 

^,valde,46S 

Martinet,  «Iarier  oC  189 
Martino,  S.,  878 
Mardnafamck,  877 
Maxlinsdrurk,  89 
Mardnaleeh,  99.  844 
Maatnob  val,  878 
Maaex,  867 
Maaaa  torrent,  105 
Maaaena,  48,  98.  118,999 
Maatalone,  val,  880,  838 
Matt,  843 
Matten,  186 
Matterhora,  848 
MItti-thal,  806 
Mattmarkaee,  886 
Maupas,  41 1 
Maupertnia*  tomb,  7 
Maarlee^  SL,  in  Savoy,  427, 486^ 

451 

•  to  the  Col  dn  Moot,  497 

»  to  Courmayeur,  by  the 

Uttle  St.  Ilemard,  428 

intheValaia,189 

Maurlenne,  448 

to  Bonxg  d'Oynoa,  488 

Manrin,  479 
Mayen.  110 
Mayenl^ld,  817 
Mayen-Renaa,  110 
Mayenthal.110,  118 
Mayenwand,  99 
Maxure.  427 
Masxncone,  menta^  889 
Meaanrea,  xvl 
Medelaer-thal,  881 
Medeaiimo,  261 
MegW430 
Meggenaom,  61 
Megliaalp,  228 
Megorao,  teke^  810 
Meiden,  hamlet,  859. 
Meilen,  35 
Meillerie  rocka,  194 
Meinaa,  ialand  of,  88 
Meira,  valley.  881 
Melchaee,  71 
Metehthal.  70 
Mela,  39,  248 
Meleao  torrent,  819 
Melidob  318 
Menaggio,  318 
Mendriaio,  815 
Menthon,  48T 
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HE0LAH8. 

^Ctten. 

NTOSr. 

MA>lMi«.  477 

Marat  (Marten),  148.   Battle 

Max«>ae.  village  and  lake^  316 

Mer  de  Glace,  897 

of,  149.    Lake  of,  149 

Mythenberg,  830 

Meaner,  birthplaee,  34 

Morelea,  Dent  de.  188 

Mettelhorn,  SM 

Margarten,  UUle  of,  ?80  ^ 

MeUeabeig.  89,  90 

Morge  river,  13^  197 

Meyrinsen,  9S 

to  iDterlaken,  94 

Moigen,  881 
Morgenberg,  81 

K. 

to  Hoepenthal.  9* 

Merges,  179 

to  Waaen,  109 

Morrfn,  194. 196 
M»rill.  107 

NSfels,  battle,  834 

toED«elbeig,110 

Nangy,  391,  416 
Nanikon,  36 

Meyronne,  47S 

Morit«,St.,869 

Mexxola,  lago,  321 

Memex,  178 
Moro,  monte.  334 

Nant  Boiirant,  406 
Nant  brun,  val  de,  448 

Morone.  316 

Narexen,  245 

Mieville,  190 

Mortinitsch  glacier,  878 

Narrenboeh.  136 

Minidanam,  lai 

Moizine.  19s 

Naae^  79, 843 

Miolana  castle,  443 

Mo<«helhorn,  866 

Naters^  107 

Miraboue  fort,  4C9 

Moaads,les,  148 

Nauders,  277 

Miribi,S6i 

Motet,  ch&letB  of,  408 

NeWkon,  14 

Mischabelhomer,  837,  348 

MoUen  Travers,  160 

Neff.  Felix,  467,  480 

Misoeoo,  Tillage  and  Talley,a6T 

Nesslau,  287 

Mi«olna;457 

Moud.ooldi,S4i 

Nesso,  820 

Modane,  444 

Moudon(Milden).161 

Nesthom,  185, 184 

Moed,414 

Moulina,  140,  399,  416 

Neubrucke,  847 

Moesa  river,  183.    Sonrae  of, 

Mountains,  heighta  of,  Ixix 

964 

Moutiers  Grandval,  7 

Palais      Rougemont,      163. 

,fcUoftlie,«W 

*  val.  6,  7 

Lake  of,  158,  165.    Pierre  k 

^loeaola,  lake,  2M 

TarenUfse,  449.    SalV 

bot,153 

Motne,  aiguille  du,  398 

works,  440 

to  La  Chaux  de  Fonda 

Molaiet,446 

Maggio,  val,  316 
Milhlehoro.  88 

and  Locle.  158 

MOle,  mont,  891,  418 

•toUeme,151 

MolpaoD,  141, 143 

MahlesUldea,  108 

toYverdHn,165 

Molina,  S69 

Miililinen,  83,  188 

•  to  Pontailier,  160 

MoIli»,  SSI 

Mules,  xxvii,  308 

Neueneek,  144 

Mollu,834 

M1illheim,83 

Neuhau8.79 

M^ltroaio,  330 

Manchenbachsee.  9 

Nenhauaen,  80 

M3nch,  88 

Miinchwyler,  149 

Neuvache,  val  de^  460 

Moncluattel.  105, 104 

Munnoth,  castle  of,  88 

Neaveville,  165 

Moneatier,  batha  ot,  4d9 

Mnndngen,  77 

Nev^  meaning  of,  Ivi 
NichoU«.8t.,ll.   Valley,  347. 

MoneUer,  178 

Monster,  in  Upper  Valais^  104, 

Money,  8wlaa,xvl 

207 

Village,  347 
to  Evolena,  359 

of  Piedmont,  303 

Mnnsterlingen,  87 

Plonks,  108,  801,  378 

Munster-thal,  6,  7 

ideVeroce.  408 

Moua  Angelomm,  108 

Mnotta,  60.  68,  838 

Niederwald,  104 

MuNT  Blaxo,  899 

to  Altorf,  288 

Niesen,  77,  128.  Ascent  of,  78, 

>  Tour  of,  408 

to  Glarus,  281 

188 

Mont,  col  da,  487 

to  Staehelberg,  888 

Niklaus,  347 

Mont  Dauphin,  467 
*  to  Pignerol,  484 

MuotU-thal,  838 

Nivolet,   col,  484.    Plan  de. 

Mar  de  la  COte,  403 

484 

to  Gnnoble,  481 

Nodx,  8,  165 

Mont  Jole,  378 

at  (Ehningen,  84 

Noiraigae,  161 

,  val,  393,  406 

Muretto  pass,  873 

Nolla,  torrent,  855 

Alont  Joli,  406,  430 

Murg,  river,  S3 

Noses,  the,  61 

Monta,  la,  467 

,  village,  88 

Nothwyl,  15 

Notre    Dame    dei   Ertmites, 

Montako,  castle,  367 

Murren,  bS 

Montan  vert,  899 

Mnrten,  148 

828 

Slontasg.  264 

Murtschenstock,  36 

Noval&se.  446 

MoatboTon,  141 

Museoms— 

Novasca.  428 

MoNTB  KosA,  332, 340,  353 

BmIo,  8 

Noveraeh,  848 

Monterone,  mont,  309,  887 

Uerne,74 

Noxon  river,  163 

Monteta,  lea,  394 

Geneva,  167,  168 

Nufenen   (Novena),  pass  of 

Monthey,  194 
Montm611an,44a 

Lnnsanne,  181 

809 

NeuchAtel,  153 

Nua,  369 

Moiitheux,  valley,  438 

Soleore,  10 

Nydau,  8, 155 

Montmirail,  168 

Zurich,  31 

Nydelhad,  baths  oC  81 

Montreux,  184 

Muslin  manufaeture,  88,  811, 

Nyon,  178 

Montriond,  193 

218 

Monviao,  471 

Musso,  819 

Moraines,  lix 

Muthhom,  125 

Moraat,  807 

Mfiiten,  888 

2  A  2 
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ODERAAR. 


0. 


Oberaar  Glettcher,  M 
Oberaarioch  p«H,  lOS 
Ober-Albi*.  47 
Oberalp,  pnas  and  lake,  249 
Ober-Gesteln,  104 

to  Domo  d'Ottola,  S07 

to  Ain>lo»  209 

Ober-Halhatein,  269 

Oberhaoaenbach,  torrent,  259 

Oberied,  213 

Oberldich,3« 

Oberland.  B«raeM,  the,  7T 

Obennatt,  110 

Obern  Maienaaafi,  216 

Ober-Rieden,  S6 

Obentaflel,  2S7 

Oberwald,  los 

Obatalden,  SS5 

Ochwnberg;  111 

Ochsenblanke,  2S7 

Ochsenttoek,  237 

Oetodarat,  rite  of,  190 

Oderdorf,  18 

(Ebningen.  quanie*  of.  23 

(Esdiinen.  valley  on  127, 129 

(Estadten,  19 

DfenthaU  337 

Ogeebbio,  810 

Oldenhom,  138 

Olivone,  2S2 

Ollen,  ool  di.  341 

Ollocda,  val,  331,  S88 

Olloisont,  388 

Ollon  St.  Trjphon,  187 

Olten,  13 

(hnegna,  328 

Omeinax,  lake  of,  U2 

Ondno,  470 

Orbe,  1 57, 1 62.    Sonroe  of  the, 

163.  Town,  162 
Oroo,  val  de,  421  ' 
Ormelune,  426,  4M 
Onnondfl,leB.  valley  of,  142 
Omavaaea,  807 
Oron  le  ChAtelet,  148 
Oropa,  N.  D.  di,  866 
Ursidret,  877,  888 
Orsine,  val,  410 
Orta.  327 

.  lake  of,  326 

Ortenatein,  tbb 

Oi«>1a,  val  d',  208, 811,  S30 

Ouches,  304,  405 

«>ichy,  179 

Oulax,  Colette  de,  418 

Oulx,  461 

Qyaoe,  863 

0)'en,St.,3e8 

Oxxeraone,  valley,  313 


PIAKO. 


PMeana,470 

Pain  de  Sacre,  378 

Palet,  ool  de,  455 

PalUnza,  310 

Panix,  245 

Panixer  pan.  244 

Fuitenbrlicke,  237 

l^tiaoelnu,  biithplace,  280 

Paradies,  23 

Parte,  zi 

Paroi,  lake.  479 

Ffea  Sion,  480 

Posies  qf  tAe  Alps,    zlU,  1. 

Road*      over      them,     li. 

Heights  of,  Ixz. 
Passports  in  Switserland,  zi, 

76 
Pastryeooks  (Bngadlne),  274 
Futuragea,  liii 
Payeme,  150 
Pliul,St^  valley  and  vfllage 

479 
Peccia.  814 
Pedenoa,  valley,  276 
Pedeatrian  travellen,  hinta  to, 

9  12,  xzxiU 
Pedriolo,  333 
Peiden,  853 
Peire,  col  de.  478 
Pela.  mont.  476 
Pterin  caacade,  397 
Peliaaier,  pont,  394 
Pella.  328 
PelUce,val,464 
Pelvottx,  mont,  459 
Peney,  420 
Pennilacus,  188 
PerdXtseh,  252 
Perrier,  463 
Perri^e,  la,  454 
Peroose,  468 
Perte  da  Bhtne,  164,174 
PMai,425 
Peaey  mines,  451 
PeataloKsi,  15, 18,  157.    Bizth- 

place.  82 
Pestarena.  331 
P^teret.  mont,  376 
Peterlingen,  150 
Peter'aGrat.125 
Petenhausen,  24 
Peter's  Plai.  264 
Peter's,  St.,  Thai,  253 
Petit  Coaor,  449 
Pfaffenspronf .  1 15 
Pfkffenwand.  Ill 
Pfitfllken  See,  86 
PARlkon.  2S7 
PPErrxaa  Bath*.  214 
— •  eonvent,  216 
Pfyn,  198 
Pianazzo.  861 
Piano  dl  Fiorenn,  470 


POKT. 
Piano  Malie.  470 

del  Ri,  470 

Pieoola.val.S38 

Pie  de  M ulera.  830 

Pi»DMONT,   299.      Alps,    299, 

Waldenalan  valleys,  300. 4  64 . 

Inns,  aeeommodation»    &c., 

Sul.    Roads,  moles,  frnides, 

302.  Posting,  CustMB-hottae. 

wines,   money,   mape,  SOS. 

Toon,  804 
Pierre  d*Albigny.  RL,  443 
Pierre  de*  AngUis,  398 
Piene  k  Biiard.  404 
Pieire-li-bot.  158 
Pierre  k  voir,  191 
Pierre  Pertuis,  « 
Pierre,  St.,  37S,  877 

isle,  155 

Pietro^San,  849 
Pignciol,  464 

to  Mont  Dauphin,  464 

Pilate,  mount,  58.     Sopersti* 

tion  eonceming,  58 
Pile  Alp,  840 
Pillon,  ool  de,  138, 143 
Pinecolo,  464 
Pinta,  col  de,  843 
Piode,  329 
Piora,  251 

Piotella,  forest,  120 
Piovema,  322 
PiseiadelU.  879 
Piaeie,  eol  delle,  340 
Piumegna  waterfall,  121 
Pis  Beveren,  256 
Pis  Languaid,  278 
Pis  Linard,  2bl 
PiiRosein,  241 
Pino,  Cima  del,  383 
Plan  des  Dunes,  407 
PUn  des  Ues,  148 
Plan  du  Leap,  456 
Planay,  455 

Planpinet,  Eehellea  de,  444 
Planpra,  400 
PlanU,  fkmily  of,  275 
Platalva,  237 
Plati^re,  col  de  U,  4a 
Platta,  9oi 
PUtten,  134 
Plattenberg,  243 
Plats,  265,  888 
Plas,  264 

to  80*8,288 

Plewur,  river.  2H2 
Pleura,  961,  272 
Po,  valley,  470 
Pommat,  207 
Pons,  8t^  476 
Pont,  Le(Jottx),  168 
Pontarlier,  160 

to  NeuchAtel,  180 

Pont  d'Ael,  418 

Pont  Heauvoisin,  439 

to  (.liambery,  by  Algne- 

hellftte.  439 
Pont  Bosel,  868 
Pont  St.  Martin,  867 
Pont  Serrant,  428 
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PONTE. 
Ponte  or  Pant,  in  Ellf•din^ 

872,  t75 
Fbnte,  chAlota,  fti5 
Ponte  Grande,  881,  338 
]'ont«  d«Ua  Quia,  888 
Ponte  Ghianale,  478 
Ponte,  in  Val  d'Oroa,  480 
to   ViUeneuTe,    by   Val 

Savannche.  488 
Ponte  Treea,  816 
Pontet,  40tf 
Pontredna,  valley,  8T7.  Village. 

37H 

to  Bormio,  879 

Population,  xlUi 
Porlezza.  318 
Porter*,  xzvil 
Portola,  col  de,  866 
Pasting  la  Svi^itzerland,  zix 

in  Piedmont,  803 

Poorri,  mont,  461 

Pra,  Benrerie  de,  466 

Prm  del  Tor,  464 

Praborgne, ««  Zennatt,  848 

Pragel  paa«,  833 

Pragelaa,  468 

I'lalis,  463 

Praloguan,  4M 

PnunoU  464 

PraraitlB,  464 

Plnta.478 

Prilttigau,  881 

P^  de  Bar,  889 

Pre  St.  Didier.  373.  488 

Pr€  Nouveaa,  eol  da,  466 

PremagUo,879 

Premia,  20S 

Premoaello,  307 

I'remou,  val  de,  466 

Prequaitero^  331 

Prenyen,  863 

l>rea,let,400,410 

,  val  dea»  460 

Prda6.le.880 

Pre«ta,I60 

Prieaie,  le,  Chamoani,  396 

Jfrotettant  valley t  of  Piedmont, 

300, 464 
Proo,  glacier  de,  377 
Pzoi,  plain  of,  378 
Pacelfe,  Bant  de  la,  469 
PuUy,  188 

Pultmenga  castla^  848 
Pant,  27:2,  276 
Puachlavo,  880 
Putray,  431 


Qnanzsa.  val.  340 

Quaraxaola.  val,  339 

Quama,  389 

Quart,  ehfiteaa,  369 

Qoarten,  38 

Queiras,  chAteaa  de^  467.    ViU 

laire,  480 
Qiiesnel.  Herr.  murder  of,  361 
Quinten.  St^  88« 


BHdHE. 


E. 

Babblnaa,  866 
Radolbxell,  83 
Bagats,214 

toSuaa.881 

Bailwaya,  xxiT 

Kamin  Orat,  843 

Ramoteh,  vale,  877 

Randa,348 

Ranft,  70 

Ranx  de  vaehea.  zlviU 

Ranxola,  ool,  346 

Rappen,  valley,  806 

RapperMhwyl,    36.      Bridge, 

Riteriehsboden,  96 
BAaraoorum,  Augusta,  site  of, 

80 
Rawin,187 

Rawyl,  pass  of,  186,  136 
Reatfel,  346 

R6a!,  SL.  birthplace,  441 
Reale,  eol  de,  480 
Realp,  100 
Bealt,  castle,  866 
Rechingen,  104 
Reding,  Aloys,  59, 63, 8Sl 
Regglo,868 
Regoledo,  328 
Reichenau.  83,  846, 864 

to  Spliigvn,  £66 

,  Island  of,  84 

Reichenbach.  91, 93,  188 

,  castle  of,  9, 16 

»  falls  of.  »8 

,  baths  of,  98 

Reiden,  14 

Reidenbaeh,  140 

Rekingen,  806 

Remus,  277 

Remy,  St..  383.    Col  de,  890 

Rennendoff,  7 

Reposoir,  val  do,  891 

Reeti,  castle  of,  93 

Rettchenette,  8 

Reuse,  the,  166,  160.  Souieeof. 

160 
Rensi,  river,  16, 17,  48, 60, 109, 

116.119.  Valley,  118 
Rexzonico,  319 
Rhaotikon,  881 
Rheineck,  813 
Rheinfelden,  80 
Rheinw-ald.  860 
Rhdmes,  val  de,  486.    Col  de, 

468 
Rhzkk  at  Basle,  1.    Junction 

with  the  Aar.  80.    Palls  of, 

near  Schaflhauaen,  81.     At 

Mayen  feld,  217.    Sources  o^ 

869,  266 
Rhoden,  881  , 

Rbunk,  source  end  glacier  of, 

100. 

at  Geneva,  166 

(Junction  with  Arve,  173 


BOSSOHAOH. 

Rhone.  Pbrte  dn,  164, 174 

,  at  Maitigny,  191 

,  vallev  of  the,  18«,  194 

Richetli  pass,  843 

Richterswyl,  36 

to  Sehwytx,  287 

Riddea,  191 

Rieder  AId,  106 

Riedem,  933 

Rledtwyl,  16 

RifTelbeig,  349 

RifTelhorn.  849 

Rifle-shooting,  xlix 

RiQi,  the.  41.  Modes  of  as- 
cent, 48.  Stationa,  42.  N. 
D.  des  Neiges  and  HosFrfce, 

43.  Mud-torrent.  44.  Kalt- 
bad,  44.    Sisters'  Fountain, 

44.  Summit,  46.  Kulm 
inn,  46.  Panorama  fh>m 
summit,  46.  Spectre  of,  47. 
Aoddenta  on  the  aommlt, 
47 

Rigi,  aaoents  of  the^ 
irom  Goldau,  or  Arth,  48 

V    Immensee,  43    , 

»    Klissnacht,  48 

m    Weggis,43 

„    6er84n,  44  I 

„    Pitznau,  46 
Rigi  VaudoU,  184 
Rima,  338 

,  col  di,  341 

I'imasco,  338 
Riiuella,  829 
Ripa,  river.  461 
Ripaille,  \96 
Riseten  pass.  843 
Ristolas,  467 
Ritter  pass.  206 
Riva,  lake  of,  321 

,  in  Val  Sena,  329 

Rivarolo,48l 

Riven,  816 

Roads  near  the  Alps,  808. 

Robenbausen,  36 

Roc,  Fort.  873 

Rocca  Sparviera,  473 

Roche  Blanche,  430 

Gavins,  449 

Fendue,  la,  169 

Rochemelon,  the,  446 
RodorettOk463 
BoOa,  269 
Koll«,  178 
Romasnano,  884 
Romainmotier,  168 
Roman  remains^  17,  18, 19,  20, 
167,  367,  367,  368,  369,  371, 
388.417,438,436,460 
Romanche,  val,  4:>7 
RoiruuueA  loMguagty  819 
Romanshom,  27,33 

to  Zurich,  38 

Romont,  148 
Konco,  419,  423 
R<mffella.  858 
Rorschach,  87,  218 

to  Coire,  818 

to  Gais,  881 


496 

INDEX. 

B01A« 

SCHdLLIBTEH. 

8IBRRE. 

Ron,  la,  ri9 

Rn«A,iiMMf«,33S,tM,SM 

Salueea,  orSalono,47t 

Sehonbmnn,  40 

KosUM,  v»l,  S78 

Schreckhorn,  88 
Schala,  876 

BoMm.  Tid,  S41 

Sal  vent,  418 
Samaden,  870 

Uosenkai,  91 

to  Nandeis,  ST4 

Sclrapfeii.9 

RoMii.  col  d«Ila,  tOft 

to  TIrano,  877 

Schwarenbach,  189 

RosOierg^fall  qftht,  »»-48 

Samoena,  416 

Ri«iet.  Ml  deTlM 

Bampeyre,  478 
Sandalp  paaa,  837 

Schwaryiiarn,  91 

Koailloa,  164 

Sehwaru  See.  148 

Uottini&ie,  140 

Schwaixbeiy  glacier.  Sftt 

Rothenthnrm,  SM 

SandGrat.  841 

Scuwane  See,  263,  3ftO 

KoUi1ioniofDrieiu,94 

Schwara  Thor,  355 

KothkreaU.  48 

8anfront.470 

Sehweitierliall  aalt-woita,  0 

Kotom,  lake,  2»1 

Sardona,glai!ier,81T 

Sehwing-Peate,   xllx,   71,    98, 

Uotxbag,ca«U«or,M 
Koae»  col  de  U,  444 

6argana,3»,814 

Sekwtx,  59 

•toElnaiedelB,«7 

Samen,68.    Ukeor,68 

Uoage,  col  du  Moat,  887 

to  Bngelberg  or  Meyrin- 

to  Qlama,  by  the  Moetta- 

Koogemont,  140 

g«n,  70 

thal,  831 

Koaxet,water(kll.415 

Sam.  chfttMO,  378 

Sehyn  paaa,  856 

iZoMMSK    on    the     lake    of 

Saaaeneire,  861 

Sdonti«r8yl 

lUenna,    155;    at   Motien 

S4»ina,val,388 

Scope.  389 

TVaTen,l«l ;  at  Geneva,  ITS; 

SatUi  paaa.  Ill 

Seopella,  389 

at  Veray,  183;  at  Anneey, 

Sauee,aoldela,407 

Sehynige  Platte,  81 
Sea,  eolde  la,  454 

437;atChamb^y,44l 

Saa«era.7 

Rouaaea,  lea,  184 

Saame.  ool  de  la.  444 

Sea  Bianea.  465 

Kui7Tia,SKKUCT0ir,  xi 

Saut  du  Dottba,  156 

Seedorf,  151 

in  Piednoufc  and  Savoy, 

Sauvabellin,  foraat,  181 

304 

Savaranche,  val,  494 
Savien  Thai,  865 

Koveredo,  888 

Seewen,  59 

Ruaraa,248 

Kaviefla,189 

BegneajMaa.  248 

Selffne,<3dela,407 
Seilbaeii.  98 

HudenB,Ton,  9 

Savinea,  447 

Rue.  148 

Savot,  301.    Rontetln,804 

Ktete,15 

Saze,  la,  hatha,  874 

Kiigen,  80 
Ruu,  847 

,  mont,  875 

Saxon-lea-Baiaa,  191 

Selbsanft,  887 

Selva.  849 

Rumonach,  219 

Scaletta  paaa,  876 

Sembranchier,  191 

Ruppen,  818 
Kuschlikon.  85 

Scauft,875 

Sementina,  313 

Scarl-tbal,  277 

Sempaeh,  14 

Kritll,  63 

Soeaa  Plana,  861 

,  battle.  14 

Ruz,  val  de,  168 

Scewia.  281 

,  lake,  14 

Sees,  487,  430.    Valley,  89 

Sempione.  193, 197,  199,  tOI 

Schabiieger  cheeae»  885 

Sennhutte,  liv 

S. 

Schachen,  71 

Senni»-ald,8l8 

SchSehenthal,  114. 889 

Sense,  atream  of,  144 

ScHArrHAUaiK,  22.    Falla  of 

Sentia,  885 

Saane,  river,  138, 140, 141, 146, 

Uie  Rhine,  21 

Sepey, 143 

147 

*  to  liaale,  19 

Septimer  paaa,  863 
Serena,  col  de,  390 

Saanen  (Geoonay),  188, 14« 

to  Conatanoe,  88 

to  Sion,  188 

toZarieh,JS8 

Serla,  426 

Saas,  336 

Sehafloch  cave,  79 

8ermenta,lral,889,S88 

SiUiser  Vispach,  887 

Sehalbet,  800 
Schalflk  Thai,  tie,  288 

Semeos,  2«8 

Staa^tat,  335 

Sernft  Thai,  848 

Sachingen,  80 

Schama,  valley,  867 

Serrant,  river,  164 

Sachaelen.  60 

Scheideek,  leaaer,  8ft 

Serriirea,  glen  of,  156 

Sacio     Monte    ©f     Varallo, 
8k4 

Schellfnen,  116 

Serue,  4«8 

Servetua,  death  of,  171 

of  OrU,  837 

Scherxlingen,77 

Servos,  894 

Sajjfiroux,  416 

Schienhorn,  184 

to  Geneva.  414 

Sjti8,R0lde,  4t)l 

Schiera.  881 

Seaia,  val,  383,  82» 

Salabertxand,  461 

Sehiltiiom,  88 

8eatrikea.oolde,468.  Vniage. 

SRlenton,4l4 

Seliindelesl.  827 

468 

Salea,  St.  F^an^oia.  895, 436 

Schiiiner,  Matthew,  131, 198 

Sewelen.  818 

,  Point©  du,  414 

Sehintxnaehbathtt  16 
Sclilagintweit,  MM.,  848 

Sexmadan,  849 

Salive,  mont.  173 

Seyon.gor^e  oC  164 

Salina,  4M 

Schlipren,  19 

Seyasel,  164 
SiJera.  183.  198 

Salle,  la,  378 

Schmadrittaeh.  83 

h«llenchea,  898 

Schmelzboden,  283 

Sidelhorn,  99 

.  waterftiU,  190 

Schmerikon,  86 

SidU  alp,  100 

torHflpital,430 

Schullinen,  lift 

Sierre,  133, 198 

bhqc. 

Siex,  Porte  do,  194 
Signal,  the,  4T 

Knppe,  MO,  8M 

StffTuiu,  7:8 

Sihl,  riTer,  I9,SS»40,47 

,  Tale,  48 

Sihlboicke,  40 
SllberhOnier,  88 
Silinen.  1 1& 

SilB,  Tillage  and  lake.  878 
Silva  Plana,  869, 874.  Lake. 314 
Silver  mines  of  Cercaol,  423 
Silvio,  monte,348 
Simmen,  eouxce  oC  138 
Simmeneek,  castle  of,  140 
Simmenthal,  136. 130 
SxMPLOir  BOAD.  198,  197,  199 

hospice,  801 

vaiace,  801 

Singen,  8S 
Sion.  109 

•to  Bex,  by  Diableiets,  198 

——  to  Dome  d'Osola,  by  the 
Slmplon,  197 

—  •  to  Than,  by  the  Bawyl, 
188 

^—  •  to  Ssanen,  by  the  Sa- 

netsch,  138 
,  mont,  433 

,  Pas.  430 

Siaelen,  191 

Slaitacb,  13 

Sttten.  198 

Sitter,  valley,  810.    Biver,  rise 

of,  824 
Sixt,  413 
.valley  of.  414 

—  to  Monthey,  418 
Skeleton  toara,  kiii 
t^late-qnarries  ia  the  Platten- 

benr.  S43 
Slide  of  Alnnach,  86 
Sno«r-line,lvi 
Sno'jr,  red,  Ix 
Snow-storms,  Ixvi 
Soanna,  val,  480 
Soaxia,  867 

Soeidtes  de  Dimanche,  xlvii 
Sol  BixB  1,10.  Cathedral,  clock- 
tower,  arsenal,  maseam,  10 
'^^^  to  Bienne.  18 

•  to  Basle,  9 

Solothom,  10 
Somvix,  248 

Soncebox,  8 

Sondrio.  273 

Sorrebois,  col  de,  861 

Sorey.  val.  878 

Sonlalex,  195 

Soyhiire.  7 

Sparone,  428 

Spectre  of  the  RigU  47 

Speer,  37 

Speicher,  288  , 

8pleti,cartleof,78 

Spietswyler,  79 

Spina,  283 

Spiringen,  240 

Spit«e,  240 

SpUgen,  pass,  869 


INDEX. 

.      8UOZ« 
Splagen,  859 

10  Ilanx.  868 

•  to  Coire,  858 

to  Hellbixona,  860 

to  Chiavenna,  859 

Staad,  138 
Staehelberg  baths,  836 

to  Brijiels,  by  the  Kfs- 

tengnt,  248 

to  Altorf;  848 

to  Disentis,  841 

to  Refchcnan,  848 

Stael,  Madame  de,  118 

Stifk,S5 

Staffelbenr*  340 

sudden, 347 

Stage,  265 

Stalla,268 

Stalvedro,  gtan  ci,  180 

Stmu,  67 ;  to  Sngelberg,  106 


StSubl,  240 
Staubbach,  82,  88 
StauflMher,  Werner.  68, 811 


OB  Uke  of  Brleos,  94 

on  lake  ot  Como,  888 

at  Constance,  26 

en  Udce  of  OtMtstanee,  26 

on  lake  of  Geneva,  169, 176, 
198 

at  Lausanne,  181 

on  lake  6t  Lucerne,  62,  60, 
111. 

on  Ugo  Kaggiore,  309,  818 

on  lake  of  Morat,  !48 

on  lake  of  Nenebatel,  164 

atRoischaeh.SlS 

at  Zag.  41 

at  Zurich,  83,  34 
Steehelberg.  186 
8teekbom,24 
Stefai,  23,  no 
Steinaeh.  210 
Steinbeig  Alpb  184 
Stetnen,  110,  231 
Steinhausalp,  108 
Steinhanshern,  108 
Stelvio^road  of  the,  888 
Stephen,  St.,  140 
Utierenbach,  109 
Stock,  103 

Hloekalper,  canal,  194 
Stockhom,  77,  78,  188,  849 
Storegg  pass,  7u 
8tosB,213 

Stmhleck,  pass  of  the^  101 
Strahlhom.  859 
Strittlfaigen,  tower  of,  128 
Strela.  paas,  288 
Stresa,  807,  310 
Stietta,  la,  pM8,  278 
Strim.  valley,  250 
Stiona,  river,  807 

,  val  and  village.  888 

8troppo,473 
Stande,  length  of,  xvii 
Stnra,  the,  473,  478 
Snlploe,  St.,  160 
SttOB,  275 
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THONON. 
Sitrenen,  paas  ef,  109 
Snrwe,  14 

Sum,  446.    Valley,  461 
8Uss,876 
Soawlle,  346 
Sttsten,  DRssof,  109 

,  village,  lOti 

Snstenhom,  108 

SWwarriow's  suirrA  over  the  St. 

Ootbard,  109,  113,  116,  ixti. 

Across  the  Kinslg  Kulm,  2S2. 

At  Mnotta,  282.      Up  the 

Semftthal,  245 
Snxe  fiver.  12 
Swist,  origin  of  the  name,  60. 

&e  $  18,  xliv 
8wiTZBxi.AirD.     Introdnetory 

iBformattoB,  xi 


Tteoney  glader,  894 
Tscqui,  col  de,  427 
Tai{ertache,-T8 
TMttB  glacier,  398 
Talloires,  437 
Tamlna,  814 
Tamins,  246 
TanninAi>s,  416 
Tbnaenburg.  61 
Tarasp,  276 
Tkrentaise,  449 
Tlseh,  348 

glacier,  359 

TIaehbom,  387 

Tkvannes,  8 

Tavetseh,  248, 849 

Tettlate,  860 

Telehenhom,  844 

Tell,    Willi av,    birthplace, 

114.    Lands  on  the  PUtte, 

64.      ShooU    Gessler,     64. 

Seene    of    his    deeds,    61. 

Death,  114   . 
Toll's  ehapel,  A,  64 
Teirs  Country,  61 
Tellenburg,  castle  of,  189 
Tempo,  col  de  la.  481 
Teoay,  164 
Tendre,  mont,  163 
Termignon.  456 
Terriret,  184 
Ter«en,88 
TIte  Blanche,  359 
Ttte  Noire,  298 

to  Martigny,  418 

TeafeUtein,  115 

Tenffen,  828 

Thabor,  mont,  444 

Thalwyl,  35 

Thfodule.  St,  pass  oi,  867 

Thibaad  de  Cons.  439 

Thiele,  or  Zihl,  river,  8,  161, 

165, 156 
Thien^n,  20 
Thiermatten,  139 
Thones,  valley  of,  437 
Thonon, 198 
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THORWALSSEN. 
Thonraldaen's  Lion,  M 

Thnllei^  477 
Thuv,  77 

,  lake  of.  78 

to  InterUken,  78 

to  Leak,  lt7 

-—  to  Vevay,  by  the  Simmon- 

t]uiUl39 

to  Sion  or  Siorro,  ISA 

Thnr  riTer.M,  SIO,  8M.  stearcQ, 

S«7 
ThniKOTim,  canton,  t7,  38 
Thuaia,  254 
Ticino,   rl«er.    119,   US,  809. 

Valley,  SIS,  SIS 
Tierenau,  76 
Tiefenkasten.  269 
Tignet,  458.    Valde^4M 
Tme  paai,  140 
Tlnifere,  rivulet,  180 
Tines,  lea,  408,  410 
TinnevergeBi  pio  de,  418;  ool 

de.  416 
Tirnno.  880 
Titlis,  108 
TMiberg,  23r,«41 
Todten  ^'ee,  99 
To^enburg,  887 
Tondo  Ripario,  SIS 
Torembec,387 
Torno,  380 
Torrent,  Tal  de,  361 

,  paa  de,  368 

Torrenthorn,  188 

7o«a,  river,  808,  807.    F^th 

of,  808 
To8i,  valley  and  convent,  98 
Tour,  la,  4 1 3. 464.    Col  de,  477 
Tour  de  POili,  183 
Tonillea,  ool  de,  448 
Tourbillon  eaatle.  198 
Toumanche,  val,  388 
Toortemagne,  134, 196.  Valley, 

3»9 
— —  toKippel,  188 

to  the  iEKKiachbora.  804 

Tours.  SkehItok,  xiii,  304 
Touaaaint  rOuverture,  160 
Towns,  Swiaa,xlvii 
Trachael  Laoincn,  84 
TrmellinginSwitK9riaa4ti  18, 

xxzii 
Travera,  val,  160 
Traverae,  468 
Tiaveraette,  eol  de  la,  466 
Tr^latete,glaeier,408 
Tr^^hant,  404,  410 
Tremciso,  380 
Tremola,val,  180 
Tremolite,  mineral,  ISO 
Trepalle,  879 

Trient,  190,  411.  BatUe  of,  180 
Trifl  glaeier,  8&4 

In  the  Gadmenthal,  109 

Trlmlach,  valley,  18 
Trinquent,  418 
Triolet,  389 
Trogen,  883 
Troifne,  364 
Trob  Torrents,  417 
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VADURA. 
Trooehet,  la,  469 
THibSee,  111 
TrUbachaehen,  71 
rrttmmelhach,  84 
Trftna,  847 
Triittllaherg,  187 
Tschiamot,  849 
Taehierf,  ST7 
Tbehingei  glacier,  184 

hamlet,  187 

THtt,184 

Taile,ta.deSte.Fol,497 

TaiUe.k,  488.491 

Tonnd   through  Alpa,  xdr, 

444 
Turgi.  18 

Tnrioom,  site  of,  S9 
Tvaiif ,  446 

to  Aoefca,  986 

— -*  to  Chambery,  448 

to  Coonnayeur,  866 

Tttrl,Ukeof.  48 
Tnrlo  paaa,  SSS,  SS9 
Turtman,  134.  198, 304 
Turtman-thal.S.'S 

to  Binttaeh-thal,  860 

Tuaia,896 

Twann,  135 

TyndaU,  PtoliBeBor,  ^  16,  W 


Ubaye,  valley  oT^  475,  479 
Ubayette,  river,  47d 
Uetliben;.  3S 
Ughe,  431 
Ulrichen,  104 
Ultimum,siteof,  IS 
Unapunnen,  castle  of,  81 
Unteraar  Gletacher,  99 
Unter  -  Hauenstabi   paa%    18. 

Tunnel,  18 
Untor-Schachen,  840 
Untenae,  84 
Unteiseen,  79 
Untere  Kothhom,  851 
Uuterwalden,  67 
Uomopasi,  851 
UrbaclC  valley  of,  96,  lOS 
Urbigennm,  site  of,  168 
Uri,bayof,63 

,  canton  of,  118, 114 

-.gallery  of,  117 

Uri  Bothfitock,  65 

Umer  Boden,  840 

Umerlocb,  117 

UrBeren,  valley  and  village  of, 

117,118 
Uaeigne,  864 
Uaaea,  river,  435 
Uater,  86 
Uxnach,  86 


Vachette,  te,  460 
Vaduia,  817 


VE980SET. 

Vadni,8ia,8Sl 

ValOraine,  410 

Valais^  189, 192 

,  Upper,  103 

ValetU  pasi,  863 

Valette,377 

Vallaiaan,  489 

Vallante,  col  de,  471 

Vallese,  348, 345.  367 

Vallengin,  158 

VaOeva,  Swiss,  rlU 

Valnobe,  val,  416 

ValpeUine,S63,a88 

Valperga,  481 

ValPra,480 

Valprato,  486 

Vala,  864 

Valaeibeif .  263 

Valaerine,  174 

ValtaUne^  880 

Vanderena,  148 

Vanoi8epasB,453 

Vanaone,  331 

FanUo,S2A 

—  to  Alagne,  389 

to  Val  Aniaac%  338 

• •  to  Arena,  383 

•  to  Baveno,  826 

Varen,133 

Varenna,  389 

Varens,  aiguille  de,  899 

Vanone,  val,  322 

Vara,  col  de,  479 

VXttis,  817,  848 

Vaud,  canton,  140, 149, 156, 17T 

Ftmdoit  valleys,  300,  464; 
march  of  the,'  448,  461 

Vangier,  391 

Vaulion,  168 

Vedrok  valley,  803 

Vegesio^val,3il 

Velan,  mont,  878 

Venadio,  474 

Venaaca,  478 

Veneta,  M.,  886 

Venoge,  valley,  157 

Venoa,488 

Venn,  St,  480 

Verdon,  valley.  478 

Vereina  nisa,  976 

Verena,  St.,  chapel  and  her- 
mitage, 11 

Vermiana,  glacier,  418 

Vemai,  lake,  489 

Vemant,  188 

Vemaya^  190^  418 

Vemai,  198 

Vernex,  184 

Vemey,  445 

Verrex,  868 

Verri^resdeJoox.160 

de  Soiase,  160 

Venam,  SftS 

Venamer  Tobel,  86ft 

Vers  TEgllse,  143 

Verauix,  178 

,  river,  175,  407,  487   , 

Verte,  aiguille,  398 

Versaaca,  valley,  313 

Vessooey,  eel,  869 


INDEX. 
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VBVAY. 
Vevay,  182.    F8te  dea  Vlgne- 

rons,  1»S 
Vaveyse.  river,  142, 189 
Veyiier,  173 
Vevtaux,  184 
Via  Mala  deMribed.  S&e 
Vioo  Sopnmo,  S78 
Vi^e.  198 
— —  torr«Dt,41T 
VlMch.  104,  106 

toCrodot205 

VieMher  Gwt,  I0« 
Vlesche^Horoar,  101, 104 
Villa,  210, 372 
VUlar,  465 
YillAnunbert,  456 
Villard  Odtreuz,  4ft5 
Villus  d'Ar^ne,  459 
Viileneaye,  186 

toSi<m,187 

in  V»l  d'Aoila,  425 

ViUettawaterflJl,864 
ViUy,  404.  414 
Vimtne^  440 
Vincent,  St..  846,869 

Pyrwnide,  840         § 

Vindonissa.  site  of.  17 

Viola  pus,  279 

Vionnu,  194 

Viao,  monte,  469.    Col  de,  469 

Visp.  198 

to  Zermatt,  847 

toSaas,847 

Vispaeb,  198 
Visper-thal.  198,  847 
ViasoTe»S61 
Vittore,  St..  268 
ViiUle,  467 
VogOgna.807,380 

to  Macngnsga,  880 

Voinnu,  les,  175 

Voitorieia,  Swiss,  zzii 

VoUenstflg,  850 

Voltaire,  169,  170, 172, 174 

Voraaen,  288 

Vorder  Rhein  thai,  142, 146 

VoQvry,  194 

Von.  col  de.  898.  405 

VTaita,  val,  471 

Vrin,  valley  and  village,  »1, 

264 
Vuaehebl74 


Wadensehwy],  85 
Wagenhansen,  28 
Wagenlacli^,  225 
WiJdenaes,  300. 464 
Waldegy,ehAteatt,ll 
%Valdnacht,  109 
Waldshnt,  20 
Wallenstadt.  89 

,  lake,  87 

Walltoellen,28,86 
Wart,  von,  17 
WarUn,  castle,  118 
Wartenstein,  castle^  116 


-  WINES. 
Wasen.  110, 115     . 
Watchmaken.  152, 158, 168 
WaierfalU,  Swias^  sU 
Waterlklls^ 

Aar.96 

Aiz,432 

Alpbach,  93 

Barberine.  411 

B«rard.411 

Bon  Nant,  891 

Datachbach,  109 

Doaba,  158 

Ftochbaeh,  286 

Fhminone,  203 

Gardona,  262 

Gieasbach,  94 

Grezy,  483 

Moeaa,  867 

Nant  d'Arpenax,  911 

FSumegna,  121 

Reidienbach,  93 

Rhine,  21 

Romanche,  469 

Rouget,  415 

Saane,  138 

Sallenehe,  190 

Sclireyenbach,  236 

Toaa,:(08 

VilletU,  364 
Wattwyl,  226 
WanwUl,  14 
Weggis,  43,  61 .    Ascent  of  the 

Rlgi  from,  43 
Weid,  bill  of.  28 
Weinachter  Eck,  223 
Weinfelden,  38 
Weiasbad.  224 
Weisaenburg.  139 
fFgiuenstmn  mommtaia*  ascent 

ttom  Mnnster.  7.    From  So- 

leure,  1 1 
Weiasenatein  in  the  Grtaona, 

271 
Weiaahom  (Cervin),  130 
Weissmies,  337 
WeiasUnnen-thal,  248 
Weiss  Thor  paaa,  332.  361 
Wellhom,  91 
Wengem  Alp,  85 
Weidenbeig,  213 
Werner,  poet,  129 
Weaen,37 

toScbwytx,227 

to  Glaru^  284 

Wetterhom,  88,  91 

WetUngen,  19 

Wettikon,  36 

Wieheln,  244 

Wildeg)f.ea8tleor,16 

Wildericirchlein,224 

Wildhaua,  227 

Wildstrubel,  136 

Willigegn,  92 

Wimmia,  castle  of,  128, 119 

Wind  on  lakes,  60.  819 

Windgeile,  114 

Windlsch,  17 

Wines:  Nenchitel,  154;  Oor^ 

taiUod,  154;   LaCOte.lTS; 

Coqaempin,  191 }    Lavaox, 


ZURICH. 

162;  Tvome,    166;    Com- 

pleter,  216;  of  Piedmont. 

803  ;   Donas,  368 ;    Cham- 

bave.S69 
WinkeU  66 
Winkelried,  Arnold,  his  noble 

devotion,    14.      StatM   of, 

67.'    Honseof,67 
Winteithar,  28 
Wolfensebiess,  108 
Wolfnng,  St.,  283 
Wood-carving,  95 
Worb,  72 

W6rth.  casUe  of.  21 
Wnunka  Tobel.  877 
Wrestling   matches,  slix,  71, 

93 
Wafflens^  caatle  of.  179 
Wnnderbrunnen.  HI 
Wyl,  210 

to  Coire,  226 

Wylderawyl,  81 
Wyler.  128 
Wyler  Feld,  15 
Wyndham  and  Poeock,  895 
Wytenatein,  68 


Tverdnn,  157 

——  to  Geneva,  157' 

•  to  Neuch&tel,  157 

to  Lac  de  Jooz,  161 

Yvonie,  186 


z. 

ZHhrlngen,  Beiehthold  von,  73 
Zavreila,  264 
Zaziwyl.  72 
Zelixe,  Graiz  de,  417 
Ztrmatt,  848 

•  to  Visp,  847 

to  the  Einiiaeh-thal,  854 

to  ChAtillon,  356 

*  to  Evolena,  864 

Zemeti,  176 

Zihl.  river,  9, 151, 155,  156 

Ziegelbrueke,  87, 134 

Zillis,258 

Zimmerman,  birthplu^  17.  At 

Riehtenwyi.  35 
Zinal  glader,  3d4;  hamlet,  86) 
Zixers,217 
Zmutt  glacier,  850 
Zooea  pass,  278 
Zoffingen.  14 
Zollikofen,  9, 15 
Zsehokke,  Henry,  resldenoe^  1 6 
Zro,  40 

^,  lake  of,  41 

— : •  to  Zurich,  39 

Zumstein,  Herr,  842 

Spitae.  858 

Zamsteg,  208 

Zarich,29.  Battle^  29.  Cathe- 

2b 
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ZtRICH. 

ZtRICHBEBQEN, 

ZWTRGHX. 

dnl.  M.    Plan  of  town,  80. 

Zttrich  to  Berne,  by  Baden,  88 

ZnnBef!era,8SC 

Library^   81.     Anenal,  81. 

—  to  CcS^by  the  lake  of 

Zuti,  175 

Zwenritadiinen,88 

Zarieh,  84 

ZweiBimmen,lS6,l40 
ZwimgH  at  Zarieh,  S9.  SI 

to  Lucerne  or  the  Rigl,  by 

.3i 

Rt,    38.    Manafltrturoa,   88. 

Hia   birthplace,    »S7. 
death  at  Kkfip^  48 

Ub 

89 

Zurich,  like  of,  84 

ZwinirUri.114 
Zwiiykn 

Albia.  or  by  railway,  47 
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Vage  ' 
AUCAVTB— Grand  Hdtel  Boirio  .  48  , 
AxoociiibcK-XlnuKl  HOtol  do  Pa-       i 

laJs 48  < 

ANTWERP— Hdtel  de  I'Sarope  7 

Hdt«l  St  AntohM 44  ' 

H6tel  da  Qimnd  Labomwt .     .    48 

Badkit-Baimcn— HAtddeHollMMle  48  ' 

Victoriik  Hotel Ml 

Ba«nI-.hb  db  Loohoh  —  Qnuid 

UAtel  Boune-lfiibim  ....  81 
RKUJiGoio-'araU  Britain  Hotel .  AS 
Rkkxb— P<mdon  Mattenhor  .  .  38 
KiAXUTB— H6tel  de  FiBDoe  .  .  48 
lioM2i—(k>lden  Star  Hotel  ...  31 
HosoKAUX^Hdtei  de  NanlM  .  .  19 
Bbikiz— OroNOiiMai'sWoodSralpt.  8  ' 
RitTTmrfff  flniinr'n  Hotel  ...  40  ' 
Onuid  HOtol  de  San  ....    81  | 

rANXEs—Omv's  Hotel  .  .  .  .  6S  ; 
Chajcbxkt— H6tel  de  Fnuioe  .  .  68  < 
OoLOOHS— FariiiA's  Eau  de  OuloKtte  9 

1>[ZPFB— Ontad  BMd  Imperial  .  41  . 
Dbssdbk— Ladlce'  School  ...    £8  I 

KijOKKRC*— Bfainchlnl's  UoHnie    .  8  I 

Brinl's  Mnsical  ErtabUshment .  86  ' 

fosto  aod  Oontl.  Artists  ...  12 

I.«gmArtiiit K8 

Konwndll,  Scolplor  ....  28 

ZUerl,  HooM  Agent    .     .     .     .  » 

Fraxkfobt— IWxhl'H  OlaaWare- 


VBge 

LUBOBX— XkxU't  Mvble  Works  7 

LitBoX'-Artldes  team  iCsdelra    .  96 

LoxncoouBO— HOtel  de  Cologue .  89 

Ltok»— Qimnd  Hdtel  de  I^ron  .     .  48  ■ 

1Lii»il>-H6tal  de  be  Prindms  .  81  ' 

MABOnrBESO— UydropRthic  &tab.  40  l 

If  AYR»CK-U6tel  d'Angleterro     .  19 

Hktz— Hdtel  do  I'Knrope  .     .     .  4A 

Mnjiir— Hotel  Ohtout  .     .    .     .  4A  | 

Hotel  Ornnde  BretBgna   ...  61 

MoHT  Cbxib— Borgo'B  OerriafFM  .  43 

UcitiCH— Wimmer's  Magiuiue    .  7 

NASnTB—HAtel  do  Bellenie     .     .  81 

NAPLBB-CMidta,  JeweUer .     .     .  28 

Bciedle.Annt  .... 
Kick— Penunns  jl 


Bfldfaid  Hotel,  Bright 
-Books 


■  OinE 


iton     .     .     .    M 


on  HoBltb>BeK>rta      .    .     .    M 

— —  of  Obmmon  Pmjrer     ...    62 
—— Family  Toslainent      ...    28 

Kow  Works  oc  the  Sesstni.    86,87 

Brown  and  Fbbon'v  Patent  Flour     SS 
Bonvw'ii  Malvern  Glaoaos  ...    28 


Bmperor  Hotel    ...    12 
BOhler'B   lUnnftctory  of  8ta«>- 

14.10 


horn 
Uufen  Hotel 
Fbibocbg— HAtel  (fa  Friboniig 

GF.NEVA— B( 


Hotel  dea  Beranes 
BaBmge 


80 


HMd  Bean  BiTage 
Hotel  de  la  Ooaronne 

Hotel  del'Ecu 60 

Hotel  deUXMropoIe     ...  68 

I'rasloa  Anglaise 38 

(iEXOA— Hotel  des  Qnatre  Katioiw  1 1 
U£BVAia,  »r..  Btohs  ...         .42 

Hkidklbkm— Conrt  of  Baden  Hotel  44 
Hotel  Vktocla 28 

IXTisiix.An]r— Hotel  B^Tcdcrs    .    87 
MuUer's  Osnrlngs 07 


•  AnglaisoH  .     .     . 

Pabib— Hotel  des  Deux  Uonles   . 

KirklAiid  awl  Co..  Agents     .     . 
Pav— English  Bank M 

Oimnd  Hotel 

Pua — Anlreoiil,  Sculptor  ...      8 
Pbaocb— Hoftnan's   OUas  )iann< 

Aictory 


.  House  Agmt     .     .     IS 
Fabri,  Forwanllng  Agent    .     .    24 
BoTrBBDAM— Kramers.  Bookseller  JBS 


I  Gary's  Telescope  .... 
,  Chubb's  Locks  and  ftiihi  . 
.  Oontinental  Express  Agency 

Oburien  and  Servants  .     . 

English  and  Oennan  . 

Oallgnanl's  Pistta  Onfale     . 

Handbook  for  London    .     . 
Heel's  Bedsteads  .... 


10 
18 
21 


Spa— HOtal  de  Flandre  . 


.    47 


Ttanx— HOtol  de  BeDeme  ...  89 

ToCBa—Orand  H6tel  de  Bordeaux  40 
Tbkvu— Hotel  de  la  Maison  Buuge  47 

Tt'BOt— Grand  HOtel  do  l'£arope  49 

VkmoB—Bietti's  Antiquities  .    .  12 

Vktay— Hotel  If onnet  ....  08 

Vicm— Gnmd  HOtel  du  Paro  .     .  42 
Yddixa— Lobmeyr's    Olass    Manu- 

factocy 10 

Grsnd  Hotel  Kational     ...  46 

Ullrich's  Ulass  Waiehouse   .    .  11 

WiaraADKV>-HOtel  d'Angletorre .  40 

Wju>dao— Hotel  Klnnipp  ...  47 

ZVBiCH— HOtel  BeUerue    ...  66 


LACSAii)r»~BAtel  Qlbban  .  . 
Madame  duQuA'sPensfam  . 
Pension  d'CtTHnfers  .    .    . 


Aganbi— M'Cracken 

Olivier  awl  Can 

Qttchpool    .     . 

Annual  Beglitcr  .     . 
AtlksnjBum      .     .     . 


.  S-0 
18.17 
.  68 
.  64 
.    01 


IBELAJTD  —  Antrim  Arms 
Portrush 


Lee  and  carter's  Guide  D6pOt.  .  72 
Letts' Maps  fw  Ik>nrists  ...  28 
Loooek's  Pulmoidc  WaCen .  .  .  Iv 
London  and  Westminster  Etok  .  22 
London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  KaU> 
way 87 

Majmard  and  Co..  Outfltten  .  .  »i 
Measom's  Guide-Buoks  .  .  .  88, 39 
Mndie's  LibnuT .20 


North  British  lusnnnoo 


Parr's  life  Pills  .... 
Pasqiort  Agency— Adams  . 
Fsaport  Agencj^Dorrell  . 
Hnsport  Agency— Lotta 
Passport  Agency— Stanford 
Portmanteaus— Allen's .  . 
l\>rtniaateans— Smith's 
Public  Schools  Oaleudar    . 


64 
91 
01 


Rowland's  Ferftamcry    . 

Salom's  Opera  and  Field  G 
Sonth-Esstem  Bailvniy . 
South-Wwtem  lUiUway 


.   on 

.     82 


80 
00 


Oxford 
Student's  Manuals    .     . 
Swiss  Oouriers' Society  . 


Tennant,  Geologist 00 

Thorley's  Compound      ....     10 
Threiher's  Essentials  forTravelllng  22 


iToy,  186& 


APPEAL  TO  TRAVELLERS 

BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCATION. 

Seepp.70and,71. 


9  MUKBAT'S  BAKOBOOK  ADVERTISER.  HsjT. 

NEW  BRITISH  TARIFF,  1865. 

LoMDOir,  Jfiiy  1, 1866. 

MESSRS.  J.  &  R.  MCCRACKEN, 

38,  QUEEK  STBEET,  GAMON  STSEET  WEST,  E.G.. 

AGENTS,  BT  AFFOnmiXlIT,  TO  THE  ROTAL  ACAOEKY,  ITATTOKAL  QALLEBT, 
AND  OOVEBNXENT  DEPARTMENT  OF  80IEN0S  AND  ART, 

mnsLLL  An  WBXtm  agevts, 

WINE  MERCHANTS, 

AM) 

AQENI^ft  GUNBRALLT  FOB  THE  BECEFTIOH  AND  8HIFHBNT  OF  WORKS  Ot 
ART,  BAQOAOE,  &C.f 

rSQM  Am  YO  AXA  VASTS  OT  TBB  WOAU»« 


Avail  themselTes  of  this  opportaiiitf  to  i-etarn  their  sincere  thanks  to  (he 
Nobility  and  Gentiy  for  the  patronage  hitherto  conferred  on  them,  and  hope  to 
be  honoured  with  a  continoance  of  their  fiivonrs.  Their  charges  ure  fhuned  with 
a  doe  tegud  to  economy,  and  the  same  care  and  attention  will  be  bestowed  as 
heretofore  upon  all  packages  passing  through  their  hands. 


J«  and  R.  M«0.  haye  the  advantage  of 

DRY  AND    SPACIOUS    WAREHOUSES/ 

Where  Works  of  Art  and  all  descriptions  of  Property  can  be  kept  during  the 
Owners'  absence,  at  most  moderate  rates  of  rent. 


> 


Parties  favouring  J.  and  R.  M^C.  with  their  Consignments  are  requested  to  be 
particular  in  having  the  Bills  of  Lading  sent  to  them  direct  by  Post,  and  also  to 
tbrwaid  their  Keys  with  the  Packages,  as,  although  the  contents  may  be  free  of 
Duty,  all  Packages  are  still  examined  by  the  Customs  immediately  on  arrival. 
Packages  sent  by  Steamers  or  otherwise  to  Southampton  and  Liverpool  also  attended 
10)  bat  all  Letters  of  Advice  and  Bills  of  Lading  to  bejaddiessed  to  38,  QuXKH 
Street,  as  above.  ^^  ^ 

MXSSBB.  J.  AND  R.  MOORAOESN 

ARE  THE  APPOINTED  AGENTS  IN  ENGLAND  OF  MR.  J.  M.  FARIKi, 

QBaBNDBSR  DEM  JuUCHfl  PLATZ,  OOLOONBt 
SOB  SIS 

CELEBRATED  EAU  BEICOLOGNE. 


1865. 


MURRArS  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER, 


PRICE  LIST  OF  J.  A  B.  MCCBAOKEN'B  WINES. 


Ingham's  VmGLs  Maasala,  as  drunk  in  Italy  •  • 

Ditto  per  Qoartor  Cask,  U/. 

Ditto         London  Particular  „  10/. 

•  Ditto         reryold  ,,  13/. 

BouviKA  FnsBss*  F&ixs  Medal  CoAXPAONfi 

Champaok£,  Hokt's,  Pohxsry'b,  Clicquot's 

Clahbts  (First  Class  Shippers^ 

BVRouxDiKs         ditto 

Hock  (Sachs  &  Hochcimer's) 

MossLLs  ditto 

Spakklino  do.  ditto  . 

Ports  (First  Class  Shippers)  . 

Sherbies  ditto 

Baron  Bioasoli*s  Brolio      • 

Brakdies  (Hexnss8ky*s,  &c.],  per  dozen  case 

Ports,  Sherries,  Clarets,  ftc,  in  Wood,  at  redneed  Priees. 

Ilalian  Winet^  Liqueuri,  ^c,  cf  everjf  descHpium,  a»  per  Price  List, 
Wines  and  Brandies  Shipped  Free  of  Duty  to  all  parts  of  the  World. 


Per  Dosen. 
2V    , 


22/ 
80/ 

.  .         42/ 

48/  to     84/ 

16/  18/  20/  to  150/ 

20/  to  100/ 

24/  to  150/ 

30/  to     50/ 

42/  to     70/ 

38/  42/  to  100/ 

30/  to     70/ 

18/ 

48/  to     84/ 


LIST  OF   DUTIES. 

All  kinds  of  Merchandise,  Works  of  Art,  Antiqaitles,  Cariosities,  &c.,  ai^  noW 
admitted  into  England  FBES  Of  BOTT,  except  the  following  (and  a  few  others 
not  of  sufficient  interest  to  enumerate  here),  which  are  still  liable  to  Duty,  riz. : — 

£    «.    d, 
ARQUsBusAna  Watsr  •  •  •  •  ,  the  gallon    0  10    5 

CioARS  and  Tobacco,  manuflietared  (8  lbs.  only  allowed  In  a 

passenger's  baggage)         .  •  .  •  »        thelb,    0    S    0 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  (with  6  per  cent,  additional)  •  ditto    0    8    0 

CoFFBB        •#•••••  ditto    008 

Co2VFaono2ntRT  (Sweetmeats  and  Suceades)     *  •  •  ditto    0    0     1 

Cordials  and  LxauBUBB        •  •  •  •  •  the  gallon    0  14    0  . 

Bau  DB  CoLoavi,  in  long  flasks  ....  each    008 

>—  in  otlwr  botttes      .  •  .  .the  gsUon    0  14    0 

Kaocaroni  and  Tbrxicblli  •  •        .    .  .      .      .     ^  cwt.    0    0    4 

Pbrwicbd  Spimnrs    •  •  •  .  .  .the  ftUlen    0  14     0 

Platb,  of  Gold         •  .  .  .  .  th§o9,  troff    0  17     0 

^ ofSllTer dmo    0    1    f 

Tba  .  .  •  •  •  .  .Me/ft.    008 

WiHEsinCaak,  under  28"*  of  strength  .  .  *  the  gallon    0    10 

,  ,,       abore  26**  and  under  42*  of  strength  •  ditto    0    2    8 

,)         „     42"*,  for  every  degree  of  aloohoUo  strength       dkto    0    0    8 

•  in  Bottle  (8  bottles  to  the  gallon)       •  •  •     /     ditto    0    2     6 

8PIRIT8  in  Cask  and  in  Bottle  •  •  •  •  ditto    0  10    ( 

Spiritt  in  Coikt  mutt  oontain  not  kt$  than  31  foffpfif • 

B  2 


MUURAY'S  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER.         May, 


MESSRS.  J.  AND  B.  MCCRACKEN'S 

PRINCIPAL   CORRESPONDENTS   ARE   AT 

ALEXANDRIA The  Egyptian  CommercUa  and  Trading  Comply— late  BitiGGi>  &  Co 

ALICANTE Mr.  l\R.  Dahlakijkr. 

ANCONA    Measn.  Mooss,  Morkllbt,  &  Go. 

A  v^nrvoD  i  Meiisre.  F.  Mack  Ik  Go. 

A«  1  wiLKV I  Mr.  P.  Vak  Zbbbbobck,  Picture  Dealer,  &c,  Roe  dee  RecolIeU.  a>7«. 

ATHENS,   PIR^US 

R  A  nvKT  n  A  new       i  MeuTs.  Stufvkb  k  BnrbBS,    Mr.  F.  Pblikak's  Saocesaor. 

BADEN  BADEN  . . .  |     j,e«n..  Mbixerio  Fbkbm. 

BAD  EMS Messn.  Bbckbb  &  Juko.    Mr.  H.  W.  Tiiibl. 

BAGNERES  DE  BI-| 

GORRE      (Halites  >  Mr.  LioH  Gbbuzbt,  Marble  Works. 

Pyrtnees) J 

uAnrv  S  Messrs.  Jbav  Pbeiswbbk  &  Fils.    Mr.  Jkah  Thoumkk.  ¥\\a. 

^^^^ iMr.  J.Frey. 

( Messrs.  Schicklbb  Brothers. 

BERLIN <  Mr.  Lion  M.  Oomr,  Oomm"''.  Expediteur. 

( Messrs.  C.  Habsch  Ac  Co.,  Gloss  Manuiacturon,  67,  Unter  deu  Liudm . 

BERNE 

BEYROUT Mr.  Hekbt  Hbald. 

BOLOGNA Messrs.  Rknou,  Buuoio.  &  Co.    SIg.  L.  M  kni. 

BOMBAY Messrs.  Lkokib  h  Co. 

(Messrs.  A.  H.  Sabatikb  8e  Co. 
Mr.  Gbemaillv  Fils  Aine. 
Mr.  LioN  Gi^RUzirr,  44,  Allies  de  Toumy. 
Messrs.  Rivierr  k  Co.,  Place  du  Palais,  4. 
BOULOGNE  S.  M.. .    Messrs.  Moby,  Pbbb,  Fils,  k  Voous.    Mr.  A.  Sibk. 

CALAIS Messrs.  Moby,  Pebe,  Fils,  &  Vooub. 

CALCUTTA Messrs.  Gtllakdeks.  Arbdthkot.  &  Co. 

CARLSBAD Mr.  Thomas  Wolf,  Glass  Mannfactorer. 

CARRARA Sig.  F.  Bibkaiv i.  Sculptor.    Sig.  Vikcbkzo  Lrvx,  Sculptor. 

CATANIA Messrs.  Jeaks  &  Co. 

CIVI TA  VECCHIA  .    Messrs.  Loitk  Brothbbs,  British  Vioe-Consulate. 

COBLENTZ Messrs.  Sachs  &  Hocrhbiv cr.  Wine  Merchants. 

i  l/^T  i\n.'*av  i  Mr.  J.  M.  Fabika,  gegeniiber  dem  JuUcbs  PlaU. 

COlXJGNh ^  Messrs.  Gn»«.  Tilmes  k  Co.     Mr.  P.  J.  CASsutOKE. 

CONSTANCE Mr.  Fred.  Hoz. 

CONSTANTINOPLE    Messrs.  a  S.  Hanson  k  Co.    Mr.  Alfred  C.  Lauohton. 

COPENHAGEN Messrs.  H.  J.  Bino  8c  Son. 

CORFU Mr.  J.  W.  Taylob. 

/  Messrs.  H.  W.  Batsbkgf.  k  Co.     Mr.  E.  Arnold,  Printseller.    llic 
iiDvarkcv  '     Director  of  the  Royal  Porcelain  Manufactory  Deikit.  Mr.J.KsKiaB, 

UKLSUbN J     Q|„g  Manufacturer.  Madame  Hblkka  Wolfsohn,  SchSssergaw, 

I  No.  6.  Mr.  MoBFTE  Maybb,  Moritz  Strasse. 
^Messrs.  EmmI*.  Fbnzi  &  Co.  Messrs.  Frbnch  &  Go.  Messrs.  Ma- 
quay  k  Pakbnbax.  Mr.  E.  Goodbak.  Mr.  J.  Tovoh.  Mesara. 
Nbsti,  Ciabdi,  k  Go.  Mr.  Ant^.  di  Luior  Piacbnti.  Mr.  S. 
Lows.  Mr.  Garo.  Bianchini,  Mosaic  Worker.  Messrs.  P.  Baz- 
ZANTt  k  Fro.,  Sculptors,  Lungo  rAruo.    Sig.  Carlo  Noocnu. 

{,    Sig.  Luioi  Ravaocl 
Mr.  P.  A.  TAccRfs  Successor,  Glass  Manufacturer,  Zell  A  44. 
Messrs.  Bino,  Jun.,  8e  Go.     Mr.  F.  B^hlbb,  Zeil  D,  17. 
Mr.  O.  A.  ZiPF. 
FR ANZENSBAD. ...    Mr.  a  J.  Hofmann. 
GENEVA Mr.  Auom.  Snbll.  Mr.  F.  Pelikan'8  Succenor,  Onmd  Qoai,  No.  17 1 . 

{Messrs.  Granet,  Bbo-vtn,  k  Co. 
Messrs.  Q.  Vionou)  k  Fioi.    Mr.  A.  Mosba,  Crooe  dl  Malte. 
Mr.  G.  GiBELLi. 
nvnroT  S  Messrs.  Db  Buysbb  Fbebbs,  Dealers  in  AntiquiUes,  MarcU  ma 

QH*^«T I     Beune.No.21. 

GIBRALTAR Messn.  Archbold,  Johnston,  &  Powbrs.    Messrs.  Tubnxb  k  Go. 

HAMBURG Messrs.  Schaab&Claubs.   Mr.  G.  J.  F.  Rodb. 

HAVRE Messrs.  Lodbdin,  P^re,  Fils  Jeune,  and  G.  Cafbon. 

HEIDELBERG Mr.  Ph.  ZnniKBMANir. 


FLORENCE . 


1865.  MURRAY'S  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER, 


X<^GRACKEK*S  LIST  OF  COBBEBFONBENTS-ooiKinueci. 

HONFLEUR Mr.  J.  Waokbb. 

INTERLACKEN....    Mr.  J.  GsoaBMAMX.     Mr.  Cudckmt  Sisn. 
LAUSANNE Mr.  L.  Lomgchakps,    Mr.  Dubois  Rkkou.  FU& 

/'Messrs.   W.   Macbban   8c   Go.    Messrs.  Thomas  Pats  8c  Soxb 

I     Messrs.  Maqday  8c  Pakbhiiam.    Messrs.  Oiaoo.  Mioau  8c  Fig*., 
LEGHORN {    Sculptors  in  Alabaster  and  Marble.   Mr.M.Rnrou.   Mr.GARU) 

I     Carooci,  UflSzio  della  Strada  Ferrata.    Messrs.  Gio.  Oaluaki  k 

\    Co.    Mr.  Ulissx  Ootbsmam. 

LEIPZIG Mr.  J.  £.  Oeblschlagbb's  Saccessor. 

TJ9ROV  i  ^^-  AsTHUB  Van  Zrlleb,  in  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 

^"""^ I     Navigation  Company's  Offices. 

LUCERNE Messrs.  F.KMOBtt&Fils. 

MADRAS Messrs.  BiNMT  &  Co. 

MALAGA Mr.  Gborob  Hoo<Seok. 

(  Mr.  Em AXUBL  Zammit.    Messrs.  Josh.  Dasmaviv  &  Som,  45,  Strada 
MALTA i     Levante,  Mosaic  Workers.    Mr.  Fobtunato  Tbsta.  92,  Strada  &>» 

^     Loda.    Mr.CABMELoDiMBCH.   Mr.  L.  Fravcalamza,  1S3,  Stnula 

MANNHEIM Messrs.  Etssbn  &  Glads.  [St.  Giovanni 

MARIENBAD Mr.  J.  T.  Adlbb.  Glass  Manufscturer. 

MARjtKTT  T  F<«  S  Messrs.  Claddb  Glbro  Ac  Co.    Messrs.  Hobacb  Bouchbt  &  Co. 

jM^ji.aocuuuiuo ^  j^^  PuiuoBBT,  8,  Rue  Suffren. 

MAYENCE Mr.G.L.KAT8£B,£xpedtteur.    Mr.  W.  Kkussmaiih,  GaUnei  Maker 

MESSINA 

MILAN  i  Messrs.  BuvrsT  &  Bbbuto,  Piaszala  di  S.  Sepolcro,  No.  3176. 

( Messrs.  Fbatelli  Bbambilla. 

MONTREAL Thompson.  Mubbay.  k  Co. 

MrrwTrfT  i  Mr.  Ur.  Wimmbb,  Printseller,  Theatinerstnsse,  35.    Heirs  of  Sbb. 

"""*^" i     PicBLKB.     Messrs.  L.  Nkgbiou  8c  Co. 

NAPLES Messrs.  Igguldkx  &  Go.    Messrs.  W.  J.  Tubkbb  &  Co. 

NEW  YORK . .  (  Mr.  J.  W.  Pbicb.    Mr.  Thomas  Soott.    Messre.  Austik,  Baldwin  , 

^IQg  ^  (  Messrs.  A.  Laoboix  &  Co.,  British  Consulate.   Meisra.  £.  Gablonb 

/  Mr.  Paolo  Galimbbbti,  at  the  Red  Horse,  Dealer  In  AntiqniUes. 
NUEEMBERG {Mr.  John  Conbad  Gxopf.  Banker  and  Forwarding  Agent. 

(  Mr.  A,  PrcBBBT,  Dealer  in  Antiquities. 

06TEND Messrs.  Bach  &  Co.    Messrs.  Mack  and  Co. 

PALERMO Messrs.  Thomas  Bbotubbs. 

PARIS Mr.  L.  Chknub,  Packer,  Rue  Croix  PeUU  Champs,  No.  34. 

PAU MrBEAGRBOT. 

PISA Messrs.  Huoubt  &  Van  Lint,  Sculptors  in  Alabaster  and  Marble. 

PR  A  HTTir  S  Mr.  W.  Hopmann.  Glass  Manufacturer,  Blaucm  Stem. 

*^^""*' i  Mr.  A.  V.  Lbbeda.  Gun  Maker. 

QUEBEC Messrs.  Fobsyth  &  Pembkuton. 

.  Messrs.  Macjbban  ft  Co.  Messrs.  Fbkbbobn  &  Co.  Messrs.  Maquat, 
HCiMK  J     PAKBKHAM,&HooKBB.    Messrs.  SPA  DA,  Flamini,  &  Co.   Msssrs. 

"  1     Plowden,  Cuolmxlbt,  ft  Co.   Mr.  E.  Tbbbbi.   Mr,  Luigi  Bbak. 

^    cuiNi,  at  the  English  College.    Mr.  J.  P.  Shba. 

lifYrrvttnkTui  (  Messrs.  PBKSIOM  ft  Co.    Messrs.  C.  Hbmmakh  &  Co. 

ROTTERDAM |  ^^^  g^^^^  ^  q^ 

SCHAFFHAUSEN..    Mr.  Fkbd  Hoz. 

Qp VTT TV  S Mr.  Julian  B.  WuxiAMi^  British  Vice>ConsuIaie. 

SEVILLE 1  Don  Juan  Ant.  Baillt. 

SMYRNA Messrs.  Hanson  &  Co. 

ST.  PETERSBURG  .    Messrs.  Thomson,  Bonab,  ft  Co.    Mr.  C.  Kbcgeb. 

SYRA Mr.  Wilkinson,  British  ConsuL 

THOUNE Mr.  A.  H.  J.  Wald.  Baiaar.    Mr.  N.  Buzsbbobb. 

TRIESTE Messrs.  MooBB  ft  Co. 

TURIN Messrs.  J.  A.  Lachabb  ft  FsBBBBO,  Rue  de  I'Araenal,  No.  4. 

I  Messrs.  Fbbbbs  Schibun.    Mr.  Antonio  Zbn. 
VENICE •{  Messrs.  S.  ft  A.  Bldmbnthal  ft  Co. 

(Mr.  L  BoYABOi,  Campo  S.  Fantino,  No.  2000,  rosso. 

VEVEY Mr.  Jdlbs  Gbtaz. 

vrvwv  A  i  Mr.  H.  Ullbich,  Glass  Manufscturer,  am  Lugeck,  No.  3. 

vuso^inA. t  Messrs.  J.  &  L.  Lobmbtbb,  Glass  Manufiictiirers,  940,  Kitmthner 

VOLTBRRA   Sig.  Orro.  SoLAiNi.  rstrasse. 

WALD8HUTT Mr.  Fbkd.  Hoz. 

ZURICH Messrs.  Wbisb  sum  Bbackbn. 
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FLORENCE. 
G.    BIANCHINI, 

ICANITFACTIJEEE  OF  TABLES  AKD  LADIES'  ORNAMENTS 
OF  FLORENTINE  MOSAIC, 

LUNG'  ARNO  NUOVO,  1, 

TNVITES  the  Engliih  Nobility  mnd  Gentry  to  yuit  hii  Establishment,  where 
^  vaaj  always  be  seen  niunerous  specimens  of  this  oelebimted  and  bcauUfui 
Manuncture,  ia  every  description  of  Rare  and  Precious  Stones.  Orders  for  Tables 
and  other  Ornaments  executed  to  any  Design. 

G.  BzANCHiNi'8  Agents  in   England  are  Messrs.    J,  &  R.    M'C&ACKSK, 
38,  Queen  Sti-eet,  Cannon  Street  West,  London, 

BRIENZ-INTERLACKEN. 
J.  GROSSMANN, 

SCULPTOR  IN  WOOD,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF  SWISS 
WOOD  MODELS  AND  ORNAMENTS, 


XTIS  WAREHOUSE  is  situated  between  the  Belvedere  Hotel  and  Schwelseriiof, 
-^  where  he  keeps  the  Uu^est  and  best  assortment  of  the  above  objects  to  be 
&nnd  in  Switzerland.    He  undertakes  to  forward  Goods  to  England  and  ekewhere. 

Conespondents  in  England,  Messrs.  J,  ft  R,  McCRACKEN,  S8,  Queen  Stnct^ 
Cannon  Street  West,  London. 


PISA. 

GIUSEPPE  ANDREONI, 

Sculptor  in  Alabaster  and  Oliijects  of  Fine  Art, 

INC.    672,    VIA    SANTA    MARIA, 

'    WHERE 

A  GREAT  ASSORTMENT  OF  FINE  ARTS,  SCULPTURE,  &c., 
CAN  BE  SEEN. 
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ANTWERP. 

Horn  DilEVROFE. 

Next  ft)  (ke  Pott  Qfice, 

Tbb  Mot  Aobuaslb  StruATum  nr 
TBI  Towv. 

Vonwrly  Hbtal  da  Faro. 

This  Hotel  has  been  rebuilt*  a  magnlfloent 

Salle  k  manger  added,  as  well  as  many  Bed 

and  Sitting  Booms,  entirely  new  ftimfshed 

and  redaoonted;  and  the  present  Proprietor 

spares  no  exertion  to  render  It  one  of  the 

inost  popular  hotels  on  the  Omlinent. 

Excellent  Table  d'HAta. 

Hot  and  Gold  Baths. 

Stabling  and  Goach-Honse. 

English  and  French  Newspapers. 


LEGHORN. 


DiCDITH  UCAU  AND  SON, 

Sta.  Francesco,  No,  20. 

MannfiKtary  of  HarblSk  Alabastar*  and 
ScagUoU  Tables*  and  DepOt  of  ol^U  of 
Fins  Am. 

Their  extansiTe  Show-iooms  an  always 
open  to  VisUoif. 

THBXB  AGUm  Of  IHOLAOD  AJKI 

XE8IB8.  J.  Aim  B.  X'GBAOnV, 

38*  Queen  Street,  Canmon  Street  West,      , 
London, 


MUNICH. 


HENRY  WIMMER'S 

GALLEBY   OF   FINE  ABTS. 

PROPRIETOR, 

AUGUST   HUMPLMAYR, 

35,  TEEATINES  STBEET, 

lDTite>  the  Nobmty  and  Gentry  to  virit  his  Galleby  or  Fnra  Abtb,  eontaming 
an  ExtCDxire  Collection  of 

MODERN      PAINTINGS 

by  the  best  Munich  Artists, 
PAINTINGS    ON    POBCBIiAIN    AND     ON    OI<AHS, 

all  sorts  of 
PHOTOaRAPHS,   ENaRAYINaS,   LITH0OBAPH8,   UTC., 

including  the  complete  Collections  of  the  varioas  Galleries. 


Correspondents  and  Agents  in  England,  Messrs.  J.  &  R«  M'CRACKEir/  38,  Qneen 
Street,  Cannon  Street  West,  London. 
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FRANKFORT  O.  M. 


P.  A.  TACCHPS  SUCCESSOR, 

BOHEMIAIf  MHCY  GLASS  AHB  ClTSTAl 
WAEEHOUSISo 


p.  A.  TACCHI'S  SUCCESSOR,  MAirorACTUBEB  of  Bohxmian 
Glass,  begs  to  acquaint  the  Public  that  he  has  always  an  extensive 
Assortment  in  the  Newest  and  most  Elegant  Designs  of 

ORNAMENTAL  CUT,  ENGRAVED,  GILT,  A  PAINTED  GLASS. 

BOTH  WHTTB  AND  COLOUBED, 

In  Dessert  Services,  Chandeliers,  Candelabras,  Articles  for  the  Table 
and  Toilet,  and  every  possible  variety  of  objects  in  this  beautiful 
branch  of  manufieMsture.  He  solicits,  and  will  endeavour  to  merits i 
continuance  of  the  favours  of  the  Public,  whidi  he  has  enjoyed  in 
so  high  a  degree  during  a  considerable  number  of  years, 

P.  A.  Tacchi*s  Successob  has  a  Bbakch  Establisrhskt  during  the 
Summer  Seasou  at 

WIESBADEN;  in  the  Old  Colonnade^ 

Where  will  always  be  found  an  extensive  Selection  of  the  newest 
Articles  from  his  Frankfort  Establishment. 

Visitors  to  Frankfort  should  not  fail  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Show 
Rooms  of  Mr.  P.  A.  Tacchi'b  Successob. 


His  Agents  in  England,  to  whom  he  undertakes  to  forwaid  Pur- 
chases made  of  him,  are  Messrs.  J.  &  R.  M'Cbacksk,  38,  Queen 
Sti-eet,  Cannon  Street  West,  London, 
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COLOGNE    ON    THE    RHINE. 


JOHAM  MARIA  FARINA, 
GEGENiJBER  DEM  JULICffS  PLATZ 

(Opposite  the  JttUch's  Place). 

PUEVETOE    TO    H.    M.    QUEEN    VICTOEIA ; 

TO  H.  E.  H.  THE  PEINCE  OF  WALES; 

TO  H.  M.  THE  KING  OP  PEUSSIA;   THE  EMPEEOB  OF  RUSSIA; 

THE  KING  OF  HANOVER,  ETC.  ETC^ 

OF  THS 

ONLY  GENUINE  EAU  DE  COLOGNE. 

^PHE  frequency  of  mistakes,  which  are  sometimes  accidental,  but  for  the  most 
A  pari  the  result  of  deception  practised  by  interested  tndividualsi  induces  me  to  request 
the  attention  of  English  travellers  to  the  following  statement  .— 

The  favourable  reputation  which  my  Ean  de  Cologne  has  acquired,  since  its  invention  by 
my  ancestor  in  the  year  1709,  has  Induced  many  people  to  imitate  it ;  and  in  order  to  be  able 
to  sell  their  spurious  article  more  eaaily.  and  under  pretext  that  it  was  genuine,  they  pro- 
cured themselves  a  firm  of  Farina,  by  entering  into  partnership  with  persons  of  my  name, 
which  Is  a  very  common  one  in  Italy. 

Persons  who  wish  to  purchase  the  genuine  and  original  Eau  de  Cologne  ought  to  be  parti- 
cular to  see  that  the  labels  and  the  bottles  have  not  only  my  name,  Johann  Maria  Farina, 
but  also  the  additional  words,  gegenUbar  dem  JUlick'i  FlaU  (that  is,  opposite  the  JuUch's 
Place),  without  addition  of  any  number. 

Travellers  visiting  Cologne,  and  intendiog  to  buy  my  genuine  article,  are  cautioned  against 
being  led  astray  by  cabmen,  guides,  commissioners,  and  other  parties,  whooiTer  their  services 
to  them.  I  therefore  beg  to  state  that  my  manufacture  and  shop  are  In  the  same  house, 
situated  opponte  the  JuUch's  Place,  and  nowhere  else.  It  happens  too.  frequently,  that  the 
said  persons  conduct  the  uninstructed  strangers  to  shops  of  one  of  the  fictitious  firms,  where, 
notwithstanding  assertion  to  the  contrary,  they  are  remunerated  with  nearly  the  half  part  of 
the  price  paid  by  the  purchaser,  who,  of  course,  must  pay  indirectly  this  remuneration  by  a 
high  price  and  a  bad  article. 

Another  kind  of  imposition  is  practised  in  almost  every  hotel  in  Cologne,  where  waiters, 
commissioners,  &c.,  offer  to  strangers  Eau  de  Cologne,  pretending  that  it  is  the  genuine  one, 
and  that  I  delivered  it  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  selling  it  for  my  account 

The  only  certain  way  to  get  In  Cologne  my  genuine  article  is  to  buy  It  personally  at  my 
house,  opjpotite  the  Jiilich'a  Flace,  forming  the  comer  of  the  two  streets^  Unter  Goldschmidt 
and  Oben  Maispforten,  No.  23,  and  having  in  the  front  six  balconies,  of  which  the  three 
higher  ones  bear  my  name,  J(^nn  Maria  Foi-ina. 

The  excellence  of  my  manufacture  has  been  put  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  fact  that  the 
Jurors  of  the  Great  Exhibitions  in  London,  1851  and  1862,  have  awarded  to  me  the  Prise 
Medal,  and  that  I  obtained  honourable  mention  at  the  Great  Exhibition  in  Paris,  1855. 

COLOOME,  January,  1883.  JOHANN  MARIA  FARINA, 

GEGENt/BER  DEM  JUUCH'S  PLATZ. 

*^^  My  Agency  in  London  is  at  Messrs.  J.  &  R.  M*Cracken,  38,   Queen 
Street,  Cannon  Street  West. 
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M*j, 


PRAQU  E. 


WILLIAM  HOFMANN, 

BOHEMIAN  GLASS  MANUFACTURER, 

TO  HIS  MAJEgTY  THE  EMPEBOB  OF  AJJVTKUi, 

HOTEL  BLUE  STAR, 

ReoOMMENDS  his  great  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  from  his  own  Manuiaciorieit  in 
Bohemia.  The  choicest  Articles  in  every  Colour,  Shape,  and  Description,  are  sold, 
at  the  same  moderate  prices,  at  his  Establishments. 

Agents  in  London,  Messrs.  J.  and  R.  M«CRACKEN,  38,  Queen  SUeet,  Cannon 


Street  West. 


Goods  forwarded  direct  to  England^  America,  4'C. 


OABT'S  IMPEOVED   POOKST 
TOUBISrS  TELE800PIL 

(See  'Mvrra^s  Handbook,') 

Makxtfactubxb  of  all  descriptions  of  Mathe- 
matical, Surveying,  and  Optical  iDstroments, 
for  the  Qse  of  Naval  and  Militoiy  OiXicers,  &c. 
Also  the  new  Binocular  Reoonn<rftring  Field 
Qlass,  in  Aluminium  of  exceeding  ligbteess 
and  durability,  so  highly  spoken  of  by  offloerB 
and  other  gentlemen ;  price,  with  best  sUng- 
oaae,  61.  St.  Gary's  improved  Achromatic 
Microscope,  with  two  sets  of  choice  lenses, 
capable  of  defining  the  severe  test  ol^ec^; 
from  41  4j.  Travelling  Spectacles  of  all 
kinds. 

Mathematical  and  Opttoal  Instrument 
Maker  to  the  Admiralty,  Trinity  House. 
Royal  Military  GoUeoe,  Sandhurst,  Royal 
Qeograpblcal  Socie^,  Cfajrist'a  Hospital,  and 
East  India  College,  Agra,  kc. ;  and  Optician 
to  the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  HospitaL 

181,  BTRAHB,  LOITDON. 
S>tabli8he4  upward*  Qf  t^  Contiiry. 


It  will  Ck>ax  the  Appetite  whan 
all  other  meene  have  fiiiled. 
Cases,  448  penny  packets,  3H. 
Half  Cases,  924  T. . . .  .VTiTT.  Us. 

Quarter-Cases,  lit It.  60. 

Qnl^  to  be  had  in  Fourvounce  Packets, 

OKB    FXVWT  BACH. 

Sold  by  all  Comcbandlen,  Groeatt,  eiwl 

Druggists. 

Spice  Mills,  ThorohiU  Biidga, 

King's  Cross  London, 
<;itjrDepoL,H5,  Fleet  »ti«et» 


VIENNA. 

i 

BobemlAii  l¥hite  and  Coloured  Cryetai  Glass  lirarelioiiec. 

J.  &  L.   LOBMEYR, 

GLASS     MANUFACTUBEBS. 

No.  940,  KARNTHNERSTRASSE, 
Beo  to  inform  Visitors  to  Vienna  that  they  have  considerably  enkrged  their  Esta- 
blishment The  most  complete  assortment  of  all  kinds  of  Bohemian  White  and 
Coloured  Crystal  Glass,  and  of  all  articlea  in  this  branch  of  Indostry,  in  the 
newest  and  most  elegant  style,  is  always  on  hand.  The  rich  collections  of  all 
Articles  of  Luxury,  vis.  Table,  Dessert,  and  other  Services,  Vases,  Candelabras, 
Lustres,  Looking-glasses,  &c  &c.,  will,  they  feel  assured,  satisfy  every  visitor. 

The  prices  are  fixed  at  very  moderate  and  reasonable  charges. — The  English 
language  is  spoken. 

Their  Correspondents  in  England,  Messrs.  J.  and  R.  M*Cracken,  No.  38, 
Queen  Stieet,  Cannon  Street  West,  London,  will  execute  all  orders  with  the 
greatest  care  and  attention. 
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VIENNA. 

I 

BOHJRMIAN  OliASS  AND  BBONZB  WABBHOVSE. 

HENRICH  ULLRICH, 

LATE  WILLIAM  HOFMANN, 
GLASS    AND    BRONZE    MANUFACTUREBi 

No.  3,  LUGEOK, 

Keoonunends  hU  great  assortment  of  Glass  and  Bronze  Ware  In  the  choicest  articles,  in 
every  colour,  shape,  and  description,  specially  adapted  to  the  English  and  American  taste. 
IVom  his  own  maniUiBtctories  in  Bohemui  and  Vienna  (for  the  Bronze). 

The  prices  are  fixed  at  very  moderate  and  reasonable  charges. 

He  received  at  the  last  London  Exhibition  the  Prlxe  Medal  for  excellent  execation  and 
veiy  cheap  prices. 

HENRICH  ULI^RIGH  has  a  Biaach  Establishment  daring  the  Summer  Season  at 

BADEN-BADEN, 

NEW  PBOMENADE,  418, 

where  will  always  be  found  an  extensive  selection  of  the  newest  articles  from  his  Vienna 
warehouse. 
The  English  language  Is  spoken,  and  every  taiformatlon  adven  with  pleasure  to  travellers. 
He  sells  only  real  Sobemiail  OUUMi  and  not  Hungarian  Ulas8»  which  in  many 
places  is  sou  In  substitution. 

Agents  in  Paris  and  New  York. 
Agents  in  London.  Messrs.  J.  and  R.  M'CBACKEN,  38,  Queen  Street^  Cannon  Street  West. 


GENOA. 


HOTEL  DES  QUATRE  MTIONS. 


rpHIS  HOTEL  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Genoa,  and  is  situated  in  the 
•*■  most  central  part  of  the  Town. 

The  splendour  of  its  Apartments  and  the  renown  of  the  cuisine  are  sach  that  it 
has  fully  sustained  its  old  reputation. 

The  Propbietob,  M.  CEVASCO, 

Has  a  mavnifloent  Valaoe  wltbla  a  few  Miles  of  Oenoa« 

Mach  frequented  daring  the  Hot  Season  by  Families  who  desire  the  advant^igns  of 

SEA-BATHINQ. 

The  Charges  are  censidtred  to  he  very  moderate. 
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FLORENCE. 

MESSRS.  COSTA  &  CONTI, 

ARTISTS, 
TSfo.  1318,  VIA  DEI  BARDI  (Studio  on  the  First  Floor). 

Messrs.  Costa  and  Conti  keep  the  lar^t  oollection  in  Floreooe  of  origi-. 
Ancient  and  Modern  Pictures,  as  well  as  Copies  of  all  the  most  celebrated  Ma5i<->- 

N.B. — English  spoken. 

Correspondents  in  England,  Messrs.  J.  and  R.  M'CRACKEN,  38,  Queen  Str^i. 
Cannon  Sti-eet  West,  London. 


VENICE. 


M.    D.    RIETTI, 
Dealer  in  Antiquities  and  Objects  of  Art, 

S.  GIO.  GRISOSTAMO,  CAMPIELLO  REMER,  5703, 

NEAR  THE  RIALTO,  ON  THE  GRAND  CANAL. 

Invit<>s  the  English  Nobility  and  Gentiy  ti-avelling  on  the  Continent  to  tWH  b'« 
Establishment,  where  he  always  has  a  large  Assortment  of  Antiquities  and  Objevt- 
of  Art  on  Sale. 

CoiTespondents  in  London,  J.  and  R.  M'CRACKEN,  38,  Qiieen  Street,  Can,  * 
Street  West,  E.C. 

FRANKFORT  O.   M. 


MR.    C.    A.    LOHR, 

FBOPttlETOR  OF 

THE    ROMAN    EMPEROR    HOTEIi, 

Begs  to  recommend  his  Hoose  to  English  Travellers. 

This  large  and  well-situated  Establishment  is  conducted  under  the  immedijt 
superintendence  of  the  Proprietor,  and  newly  furnished  with  every  comfort,  an . 
a  new  splendid  Dining-room. 

The  **  Roman  Emperor"  is  often  honoured  by  Royal  Families  and  other  hic^ 
personages.     The  following  have  lately  honoured  tliis  Hotel — 

H.M.  THE  KING  AND  QUEEN  OF  WURTEMBERO. 

H.M.  THE  QUEEN  OF  HOLLAND. 

H.R.H.  THE  CROWN  PIUNUE  AND  P111NC1«SS  OLGA  OF  WURTKMBER6. 

ILI.H.  THE  ARCHDUKE  OF  AUSTiUA.    &c.  &c,  &c 

Table-dlidte  at  1,    111.  SOkr.  Breakfast,  4e2kr. 

,.        «        6,    211.  Tea, 

Bed  Booms,  from  111.  to  311. 
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ROME. 


J.    P.    SHEA, 

ENGLISH    HOUSE-AGENT, 

FORWABDING  AGENT 
TO  H.B.H.   THE   PRINCE   OF    WALES. 

U,  PIAZZA  DI  SFAGNA. 

At  this  Office  persons  applying  for 

Large  or  Small  Furnished  Apartments 

iiivaiiably  obtain  correct  and  unbiassed  information  on  all  matters  connected  witli 

Lodging-Houses^  Boarding-Houses^ 

and 

Household  Management^ 

while 

Low  and  Fixed  Charges 

lV»r  practical  senices  oflfer  safe  and  satisfactory  assistance  to  Pi'oprietor  and  Tenant, 

as  testified  by  the  increasing  confidence  of  English  and  American  Travellers 

since  the  opening  of  the  establishment  in  1852. 

Plans  and  Lists  of  Apartments  sent  by  Post 

to  persons  who  wish  to  secure  accommodation,  or  avoid  inconvenience  at  the 
approach  of  Carnival  or  the  Holy  Week. 

AS  CUSTOM-HOUSE  AGENT, 

Mr.  Shea  clears  and  warehouses 

Baggage  and  other  effects 

lor  travellers  who,  to  avoid  the  expense  of  quick  transit,  send  their  things  by  tiea  or 

luggage-tmin,  directed  to  his  care. 

He  also  superintends  the 

Packing  of  Works  of  Art  and  other  Property 

intrusted  to  his  care,  and  the  forwarding  of  the  same  to  England,  &c. ;  and  bt'iug' 

Agent  for  Messrs.  Burns  and  Mclvers'  Itiilian  line  of  steamers,  can  offer 

fsu^ilities  on  the  freight  of  pockages  between  Italy  and  England. 

CORRESPONDENTS- 
LONDON Messrs.  J.  &  R.  M*CRACKEN,  38,  Queen  Street. 

Cannon  Street  West. 
Messrs.  OLIVIER  &  CARR,  37,  Finsbury  Square. 

LIVERPOOL Messrs,  STAVELEY  &  STARR,  9,  Chapel  Street. 

FOLKESTONE Mr.  FAULKNER. 

BOULOGNE  S.M Mr.  BERNARD,  18,  Quai  des  Paqnebots. 

PARIS Messrs.  KAHN  &  CO.,  8,  Place  de  la  Bourse. 

MARSEILLES   Messrs.  GIRAUD  FRERES,  44.  Rue  Sainte. 

NEW  YORK  Messrs.    AUSTIN.    BALDWIN,    &    CO.,   72, 

Broadway. 


u 


MURRArs  HANDBOOK  ADVERtlSER. 


FRANKFORT  O.    M. 


PRIZE-MEDAIj, 

SIIBERNE 


liOlfDON,    1862. 


STEMPEL. 

bewilligi 


MEDAILIE. 


SENAT 

der  freien  Stadt, 
FRAlKiLFIlT. 


FEIEDRICH   BOHLEK, 

BUNDFACTORT  OF  STA6H0RN, 

Zeil  No.  54  (next  door  to  the  Post-Offioe). 

Furniture  of  every  description,  as  Sofas,  Chairs,  Tables,  &c.  &c.  Cha5- 
DBLiERS,  Table  and  Hand  Candlesticks,  Shooting-tackle,  Inkstands,  Paper- 
knives,  Penholders,  Seals,  &c.  Knives,  Kiding-whips,  Cigar-cases  ai.: 
Holders,  Pipes,  Match-boxes,  Porte-monnaies,  Card-cases,  Thennometc-P> 
Goblets,  Candle*screens,  Figures  and  Groups  of  Animals  executed  aft*  r 
Riedinger  and  others.  Brooches,  Bracelets,  Earrings,  Shirt-pins,  Studs,  and 
Buttons.  Stag  and  Deer  Heads  with  Antlers  attached  to  the  SkuR.  Sofa- 
rugs  or  Foot-cloths  of  Skins  of  Wild  Animals  with  Head  preserved. 

Orders  for  a  Complete  Set  or  for  any  quantity  of  Furniture  will  be 
promptly  executed. 

The  Agents  in  London  are  Messrs.  J.  and  R.  M^^CraokEk,  38,  Queen 
Street^  Cannon  Street  West.  . 
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FRANKFORT    O.    M. 


FRIEDRICH   BOHLER, 


Zeil, 

dicht   neben 

itempel,  bewilligt  vom  Senat 


No.  54, 

d  e  r     Post, 

der  freieiCfStadt,!  Frankfurt. 


PENDUliiBs  (Ornamental  Clocks)  of  every  description,  Vases,  Goblets,  Antique 
and  Modern  Statuettes  and  Groups,  Groups  of  Animals,  Inkstands, 
Paper-weights,  &c.  &c.,  in  Bronze,  Cast  Iron,  Galvano-plastic,  &c. 

Crown-chandeliers  ;  Branch,  Table,  and  Hand  CandlesticKs,  in  Bronze, 
&c, ;  Lamps  of  every  description,  • 

Porcelain  and  Britannia-metal  Goods,  Liqueur-chests. 

Travelling  Dressiko-oaseb,  Bailroad  Companions^  Picnic-baskets^  Tra- 
velling Bags,  Brushes,  Combs. 

Wobk-tables  and  Boxes,  Tapestries,  Fans,  Ball^books,  Smelling-bottles, 
Opera-Glasses,  &c.  &c. 

Superior  Copies  of  the  Ariadne  by  Dannecker,  and  the  Amazon  by  Kiss. 

Genuine  Eau  de  Cologne  of  Jean  Maria  Farina,  opposite  the  Jiilichsplatz. 

The  Agents  in  London  are  Messrs.  J.  and  E.  M^Cbackbn,  38|  Queen 
Street,  Cannon  Street  West. 
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TO  VISITORS  TO  THE  CONTINENT. 

37,  Finsbury  Square,  London, 

(Mb.  Oliviek  established  in  1830,) 

COHHISSION  HERCHANTS  AND  GENERAL  AGENTS 

For  Shipment  and  Reception  of  Goods  to  and  from  all  Paris  of  the  Woridj 
and  Importers  of  Wines,  ^, 

r\LIVIER  &  CARR  liave  the  honour  to  inform 
^  VISITORS  TO   THE   CONTINENT 

that  they  undertake  to  receive  and  pass  through  the  Customhouse  in  London, 

Liverpool,  Southampton,  &c., 

W0BX8  of  ABT,  BAGGAGE,  and  PBOFEBTT  of  EVERT  BEBCBIPTIOI, 

which  are  attended  to  on  arnval 

with  thib  utmost  Care  in  Examination  and  Bemoval, 

under  their  own  personal  superintendence.    They  beg  to  call  particular  attention  to 

their  Moderate  Charges, 

which  have  given  universal  satisfaction. 

Many  Travellers  having  expressed  a  desire  to  know  in  anticipation  to  what 

expenses  their  Purchases  are  liable  on  arrival  in  England,  the  following 

Rates  of  Charges  on  the  Reception  of  Packages 

may  be  rdied  upon,  for  Landing  from  the  Ship,  Clearing,  Deliveiy  in  London, 
and  Agency  :— 

On  Trunks  of  Baggage about  9f.  each. 

On  Cases  of  Works  of  Art,  &c.,  of  moderate  size  and  value  .  about  16a.         „ 
»  ,9  »»         oflai-ger        „  „    90i.  to  26i.        „ 

On  very  lai'ge  Cases  of  valuable  Statuary,  Pictures,  &c.,  on  which  an  estimate 

cannot  well  be  given,  the  charges  will  depend  on  the  care  and  trouble  required. 

When  several  cases  ai^e  sent  together  the  charges  are  less  on  each  case. 

OLIYIEB  &  GARB  undertake  the 
FOBWABDHTG  OF  PACKAGES  OF  EVEBT  XIirD 

to  the  Continent,  to  the  care  of  their  Correspondents,  where  they  can  remain,  if 
requii-ed,  until  the  arrival' of  the  owners. 

Also 
THE  EXSOUnOH  OF  OBDEBS  FOB  THE  FTJBCHA8E  OF  GOOM 

of  all  kinds,  which,  from  their  long  experience  as  Commission  Merchants,  they 
are  enabled  to  buy  on  the  most  advantageous  terms. 
Residents  on  the  Continent  will  find  this  a  convenient  means  of  ordering  any- 
thing they  may  require  from  London. 

N.B. — The  keys  of  locked  Packages  should  always  be  sent  to  Oliyisr  &  CaRR, 
as  everything,  although  free  of  duty,  must  be  examined  by  the  Customs  on  arrirai. 

DTSUBAircSfl  EFFECTED*  and  Agency  BnsineM  of  every  deaoriptioa 
attended  to. 
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OlilTIBB  Ss  €ARB*S  prlnctpal  G«rr«»p«Bdeaita  ore — 


»,  Jlemmdria 
,,  JiUuerp  . 
, ,  BaOa  .  . 
9,  Bordeaux 
„ Boulogne, 
t,  Bruudi  . 

..  Caiatt     . 

,,  ColOffM     . 

,,  Comtantinopk 
,,  Drudtn  . 
,1  Jlorence  . 

,(  PrasnJtfart 

»  (  MIMUS 

,,  Gmoa 

, ,  Bmmhurg 
. ,  Havn 
,,  JiUerlaektn 
, ,  Leipgig    , 
,,  Ltgh/orn  . 

,,JfaUa     . 
,,  ManeiUa 


,  OUend 
,  Fttrii. 


»  Pan    . 
»  Pra^iM 


,  BotterdoM 

f  Venice 
,  Vienna    . 


Menra.  A.  SOUHEITII  and  00. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BROWNE. 

Mr.  F.  VERELLEN  BEEBNAERT. 

Mr.  J.  J.  FRBY. 

Mr.  P.  BRTERMAN. 

Mr.  L.  QRANLY. 

Mr.  G.  LUYCKX,  24.  Rue  dei  Fabrlqaeii. 

Mr.  L.  STEIN,  23,  Montagne  de  la  0>ar. 

Messn.  MORT.  Pdi«.  nis.  and  VOOaB. 

Metars.  a  H.  VAN  ZUTPHBN  and  00. 

Means.  O.  TILMES  and  GO. 

Menn.  VAI^AMACUY  and  00..  GalaU. 

Mestra.  KRAETSGHMER  and  00. 

Mesara.  HASKARD  and  SON. 

Mewn.  W.  H.  WOOD  and  00. ;  Mr.  J.  TOUO  H. 

Mr.  MARllN  BBCKBR,  5,  Bleidenstrasae. 

Mr.  MORITZ  a  00LD6CIIMIDT.  Banker. 

Mesara.  JOLIMAY  and  00. 

Meaars.  O.  B.  PRATOLONGO  and  00. 

Measrs.  P.  CAUVIN.  DIAMANTI,  and  OOJrrA. 

Meaati.  JULIUS  WtJSTENFELD  and  00.    , 

Meaara.  CHR.  EGLIN  and  MARING. 

MeMis.  RITSCHARD  and  BURia 

Messrs.  OERHARD  and  HEY. 

Measrs.  HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 

Mr.  MARIO  GlO^ANNErri.  13.  SoaU  daiU  IteMM. 

Messrs.  HOSE  &  GO. 

Measra.  GIRAUD  FBfiREa 

Messrs.  HORACE  BOUGHET  and  Oa 

Medsrs.  GIO.  GURTI  &  FIG«. 

Mesars.  GUTLEBEN  and  WEIDERT. 

Mr.  THOS.  RAGLAND.  [la  Port). 

Messra.  LES  FILS  DE  CH.  GIORDAK,  Qnat  UiimIi^  (anr 

Mr.  J.  DUCLOS  ASSANDRL  fTrevlae. 

Messrs.  VICrOR  GRAND  and  GO.,  Bankara.  14.  Boa  de 

Measrs.  LAXGLOIS  FIUB  FRitlBES,  Ruo  dea  Marais  St. 

Martin,  43. 
M.  HECTOR  L'HERBIER.  18.  Ri&a  da  U  DonaiiA. 
Mr.  BERGEKOT. 

Mr.  J.  J.  SEIDL.  Hibemergaiwe.  No.  1000. 
Mr.  J.  P.  SHEA,  11.  Piazza  di  Spagna. 
Messra.  A.  TOMBINI  <c  CO. 

Messrs.  P.  A.  VAN  ES  and  GO. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  H0UWEN8. 
Messrs.  MARTIN  FR^RBS. 
Mr.  CHIABODO  PIETRO.  Via  Dora  Grossa,  13. 
Mr.  HENRY  DECOPPKT. 
Mr.  ANTON  POKORNY. 


Any  other  bouses  will  also  forward  goods  to  0.  it  C,  on  receiving  instrttcUons 
to  do  so.  Trarellers  are  requested  always  to  give  particular  directions  that  their 
Packages  are  eoniigned  diroot  to  OLIVIER  k  CAHR,  37,  FINSBURY  SQUARE. 

PRICES  OF    Y^  I  N  E  S  Il'^^l'^^  B^ 

OLIVIER  AND  GARB, 

▲OKVTB  TO  GBOWXBS. 

— o —  per  dos.  datjr  paid. 

Claret«  Shipped  by  F.  Beyermaii,  Bordeaux 18«.,  24t^  SOt.,  36a..  to  MOjr. 

BarKunOar     t.     DumouliQ  aine,  SavlgDy-sous-Beaone    .  24«.,  28a,  36«.,  to  84«. 

BCMK  4t  Moselle,  Jodoclns  Fr^res  Ifc  Co.,  Goblentz    .     .  2U.,30c.,  sea.,  to  nojr. 

„  Sparkling,  „  *  48«.  to  60a. 

Cluuiipttffne 4St.  to72«. 

BKarftaIa,iiigr.Caska.^ll;  Hlids.  £21 26«. 

•berrtes,  Fale,  OoU.  or  Brown.  Id  Qr.  Casks,  £IS  to  £35,  delivered  42*.  to  90s. 

CLAMSt,  BuBfloirDr,  and  Hook,  la  tba  Wood,  at  Growers'  Priees. 

JM«riM  Priot  Litte  ma$  le  had  ^  O^  k  C*,  ^*  Fin^wrg  Square* 

Q 
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CUXJBB'S  LOGICS  and  S^^^JF'EIS, 


'  For  i>erfeotion  of  workmanship  and  construction  of  lBocks> 
also  for  the  manuflBbcture  of  Iron  Safes.' 

FBIZE  MEDAL  AWARDED,  IVTEBHATIOHAL  EXHIBITIOH,  1362. 


CHUBB    &    SON, 

BY  APPOINTMENTS, 

]nAK£B9   TO    THK    Q17EBIV, 
AUTD  TO  H.B.H.   TUB   PBIIVCK   OF  WAI^KH. 


CHUBB'S  PATENT  DETECT*"^!^ 
LOCKS,  the  most  secure  from  plckkvt.- 
aud  fultie  keys,  are  siroiUE,  simple,  and  donlv- 
and  made  of  all  sixes  aod  Tor  erery  purpocc  v 
which  a  Lock  can  be  applied. 

Trunks,  Portmanteaus,  Travelling  Bags,  Prat- 
ing Cases,  Writing  Desks.  &c.,  fitted  with  ou  \ 
ibc  usual  common  and  utterly  insernre  LodL*. 
can  have  the  place  or  these  supplied  bj-Ckra^  • 
Patknt  without  alteration  or  Injury. 

'I'BAVELLCBS'    ]X)CK-PlK/IRCTOKS    SBd    POCT- 

ABLE  ScLTCHBOK  IxtCKB  for  Securing  Doors  ihal 
mar  be  fuund  fastened  only  by  common  \jxki: 
CHUBB  &  SON  have  always  in  st^jck  a 
variety  of  Writing  and  Despatch  Boxes  k 
Morocco  or  Russia  Leather  and  Japanned  Ta : 
the  latter  being  particularly  reoommeixletl  i^ 
lightness,  room,  durability,  aud  freedom  &£ 
damage  by  insects  or  hot  climates. 

Best  Black  Enamelled  Leather  Travelling  Baga  of  Tarious  sizes,  all  witi 
Chiibb's  Patent  Locks. 
Caidi,  Deed,  and  Paper  Boxes  of  all  dimensions. 


CHUBB'S  PATENT  SAFES  are  constructed  in  the  very  be.^t 
manner,  of  the  stronsrest  wrouc:ht-iron,  fitted  with  ChnbVs  Patent  Drill- 
preventive  and  their  Onnpowder-proof  Steel-plated  Looks,  are  the  most 
secure  fi*om  fira  and  btupary,  and  fonn  the  roost  complete  safeguard  for  Books, 
Papers,  Deeds,  Jewels,  Plate,  and  other  Tnliiable  property. 

CHUBB  it  80H  have  also  Safes  not  fireproof,  but  equally  secure  in  oil  othfr 
respects,  intended  for  holding  plate  where  protection  from  fire  is  not  an  object, 
and  affording  much  more  room  inside  than  the  Patent  Safes.  They  are  recom- 
mended specially  in  place  of  the  ordinaiy  wooden  cases  for  plate,  which  may  «<• 
easily  be  broken  open. 

Complete  Illustrated  Priced  Lists  of  Chubb*s  Locks,   Boxes,  Scrfes,  and  oth<r 
Manufactures,  gratis  and  post-free. 

CHUBB  and  SON^  Makers  to  the  Bank  of  England, 
57,  St.  Paul's  Churcliyardy  London,  B.C. 
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PEBFECT  FBEEDOM  from  COXTQHS  in  10  mSXTTES  AFTER  USE, 

And  instant  RELIEF  and  a  RAPID  CURE  op  ASTHMA,  CONSUMPTION, 

INFLUENZA,  COLDS,  and  all  DISORDERS  of  the 

BREATH,  THROAT,  and  LUNGS, 

I  WmCH  HAVE 

A  MOST 

>GREEABLE 

TASTE. 

Mors  Cukrs  of  Consuhptiox,  Coughs,  A^'uma,  and  iJisBAdB^  ov  thb  Chest  awd  Lung^ 
—Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  C.  Ward,  Stationer,  &c..  Market  Place,  Heckmondwike. 
Yorkshire.—"  The  cures  of  ooDsuinption,  astbma,  and  other  diseases  of  the  chest  and  lungs, 
are  regularly  occurring.  One  person  In  Llversedge,  a  village  adjoining  this  town,  named 
.Taniea  Ricbardaon,  who  has  been  an  asthroatical  man  for  nearly  twenty  years,  declares  tliat 
they  are  worth  12.  a  box  (using  his  own  words).  He  feels  quite  a  new  man  through  this 
truly  valuable  medicine." 

To  Singers  and  Publlo  Speakers  they  are  invaluable  for  clearing  and 
fttrengthenlng  the  voice.— TrisT  havk  a  pleasaivt  Taste.  Price  1«.  lid,  2»,  9d.,  and  IK. 
per  box.    Sold  by  all  Medicine  Vendors.' 

IWDIGKSTioirAND^B'lLET 

The  only  effectual  and  pleasant-tasting  Stomachic  Apkbiknt  and  Aktibiugus  Medicine  is 

DR.  LOCOCK'S  EXCELSIOR  WAFERS, 

which  eixJoys  the  highest  patrona(;e.  It  acts  promptly,  effectually;  tastes  delightfully,  and 
requires  no  restraint  In  diet  or  habite.  The  bilious  and  dyspeptic  will  find  the  most  effectual 
benefit,  as  it  immediately  relieves  all  Disorders  of  the  Stomach  nnd  BoweLt. 

As  a  Medicine  to  be  taken  at  THB  CHANG  K  OF  Si':ASONS,  it  is  unequalled  for  old  or 
young:.  Sold  at  Is.  Ud.  and  2g.  9d..  by  all  Druggists,  or  sent  free  by  post  for  U.  3d.,  3s., 
or  4s.  lOd..  by  the  Proprietors*  Agents,  Da  Silva  8c  Co.,  26,  Bride  Lane,  Fleet  Street. 
London.  E.G.  A  V  O  I  D     P  I  L  L  S. 


BORDEAUX. 


HOTEL    DE    NANTES, 

QUAY  LOUIS   XVIII.,   No.  0. 

First-class  Hotel,  most  delightfully  situated,  facing  the  Port^  in  the  centre  of 
the  City,  nenr  the  Promenades,  the  Exchange,  and  Theatres,  is  fitted  up  in  a  mast 
superior  style,  has  a  good  Restaurant,  and  a  large  Stock  of  Wines. 

Large  and  Small  Apartments  for  Familiea  and  Gentlemen,  Sitting  Boom  for 

Conversation^  ^c.  4'C. 

ATTENDANTS   SPEAKING    SEVERAL    LANGUAGES. 


MAYENOE. 


HENRY  SPEOHT,  Proprietor. 

This  flnt-rate  and  ezoellent  Hotel  (combining  every  English  comfort),  situated 
in  front  of  the  Bridge,  is  the  nearest  Hotel  to  tiie  Steamboats  and  close  to  the 
Railway  Stations.  Fi-om  its  Balconies  and  Rooms  are  Picturesque  Views  of  the 
Rhine  and  Mountains.  Galignanij  Times,  and  Illustrated  News  taken  in.  The 
Tabl(*-d'Hote  is  renowned  for  its  excellence,  and  for  its  Gennine  Bhenish  Wines 
and  Sparkling  Hock,  which  Mr.  Specht  exports  to  England  at  Wholesale  Prioes. 
%  0  2 
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NORTH  BRITISH  AND  MERCANTILE 

nVSURAJyOS    COMCPAJVY. 


Incorporated  by  Bcyal  Charter  and  Special  Acts  of  Parliament, 


HEAD  OFFICES. 

EDINBURGH    ..      ..     64,  PRINCES  STREET. 

LONDON 61,  THREADNEEDLE  STREET,  E.C. 

WEST  END  OFFICE      8,  WATERLOO  PLACE,  PALL  MALL, 

AmuhuUM  Tvndf  (1S64) tt,S04,5ia 

Aaaval  Beraiiie £665,408 

LIFE    DEPARTMENT. 

1865. 

BONUS  YEAR. 

THE  SIXTH  SEPTENNIAL  DIVISION  OF  PROPITO  will  t^ke 
plaoe  on  the  close  of  the  Books,  on  3l6t  December  next. 

All  Participating  Policies  opened  he/ore  that  date  wHl  share  m  the  Division, 

THE  AMOUNT  then  to  be  divided  wiU  consist  of  the  ACCUMULATED 
PROFITS  which  have  arisen  during  the  previous  SEVEN  YEARS. 

NnrsTT  PER  CENT,  of  the  Whole  Profits  divided  among  the  Avured. 

During  the  last  Septennial  period,  2700  Policies  were  issued,  assuring  2,018,493/., 
being  an  annual  average  of  288,356/. 

Daring  the  fint  six  jean  of  the  current  Septennial  period,  M79  Policies  bare 
been  issued,  aasoring  the  lai^  ram  of  £4t909,989}  being  an  annual  average  of 
£701|6M|  or  ai  the  rate  of  more  than  double  the  amount  of  Assurances  effected 
during  the  preceding  seven  years. 

In  1864  alone,  IMO  Policies  wero  issued,  assuring  1(1,081,978;  Anniud 
Pnsmiums,  £81,805  It.  Sd. 

Every  £Bioillty  and  liberality  offered  to  Aastirers. 


FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 

Insurances  gnmted  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  on  the  roost  liberal  tmns. 
Forms  of  proposd  and  every  information  will  be  given  at  the  Head  Offioea,  or 
any  of  the  Company's  Agents  throughout  the  kingdom. 

DAVID  SMITH,  General  Manage 
filiatesK  Fris  1866»  JOHN  OGILVIS,  SeotcHar^ 
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PASSPORT   AGENCY   OFFICE, 

LONDON, -59,  FLEET  STREET,  E.  C. 
BeffulationB  for  obtaining  Foreign  Office  Passports  gratis. 

RESIDENTS  In  the  ooontry  or  LoDdon.  who  dedre  i 
to  avoid  tronble,  can  have  PASSPORTS  ob-  ] 
lAtned  and  vteM   apon   appUcation  to  W.    J. 
ADAMS,  69.  Fleet  Street 

Ooantiy  Residents,  by  this  amngement,  are 
saved  the  tronble  of  a  persooal  attendance,  as  the 
Posnort  can  be  forwarded  to  them  by  Post  (en 

Fee  obtaining  Pkttport,  It.  9A, ;  Ylssa,  If.  each. 

PatiporU  cartfvUy  Mounted  and  Caaed,  and 

Namu  kttand  tkaram  in  Gold 

Pauport  Caaei  from  Is.  6d.  to  6i.  each. 
Visas  obtained  to  United  States  Passports.    Every  description  of  Requisites  for  Travelleiij 

THE  LATENT   EDITIONS  OF   MURRAY'S   HANDBOOKS. 
Bramraw'b  BnirnH  and  GovrnmrrAL  Oittdes  and ,  Haitdbookb  to  France,  BelgliiBi» 

Switserland,  Italy,  Spain  and  Portugal,  Normandy,  Tyrol.  Parts,  London.  &c 
BsADeuAW's  OoMPLBTK  Aaolo-F&bmch  Pkbase  Book. 
Kbllab's,  Leuthold's,  and  ZraoLisB's  Maps  of  Switaarland,  Original  Editions. 
Knapsacks,  Rugs.  Wateiproof  Coats,  Door-fasteners,  Handbags,  Portmanteau^  &c. 
Phrase  Books  snd  Dictionaries.  Math's  Map  op  thb  Ttbol. 

INDIA. 
Bramuaw's  Overland  and  Through  Route  Guide  to  India,  Ghtau,  and  Australia,  6f. 
Bbadshaw's  Handbook  to  the  Bombsy  Presidciicy  sad  the  Korth-West  Provi2ioef»  Madras, 
and  Bengal,  lOt.  each.  _ 

Szperioioed  Oonrien  may  be  engaged. 
W.  J.  ADAMS  (Bradshaw's  Bbitisb  asp  GoinnirsiiTAL  Qumi  Oraios),  ; 
LONDON,  60,  FLEET  STREET,  £.0. 

Office  Houm  8  to  7.    Satdrdats  8  to  3. 

rnHS  OOVTDrSHTJJu  DAZLT  PABOSLS  XZFJUW  (the  Froprietor  of 

J>  which  Is  the  Sole  Aqent  for  England  of  the  Belgian  Governmeot  Railway 
and  Royal  Prussian  Post-Office)  was  eatablished  in  1849,  for  OONYEYANCE  BT 
GOVERNMENT  MAIL  PACKETS  EVERT  NIGHT  (Sunday  excepted),  vii 
DOVER,  CALAIS,  and  OSTEND,  of  Parcels  and  Packages  of  all  kinds  between 
ENGLAND  and  the  CONTINENT,  riz.:  to  and  from  France,  Sardinia, 
Belgium,  Holland,  Russia,  the  Zollysrein  and  other  German  States, 
Austria,  Bay  aria,  Switzerland,  Prussia,  Italy,  the  Ley  ant,  the  Medi- 
terranean, &c.,  at  fixed  and  greatly  reduced  Rates,  Tables  of  which,  with  full 
instructions  to  senders,  may  be  liad  gratis. 


LONDON. 


Qffioee  and  Agents  of  the  Contiiiental  Sn^reaf. 


IGOYERNMRirr 


Chief  Office,  53,  Graccchurch  St,  City,  D.  N.  Bridge,  Manager.. >Mail  Packet 
Branch  Office,  West  End,  34 ,  Regent  Circus  (Univenal  OflSce). )     Offices. 
Pmaaia,  an  Gennany,  4o.— The  Post  Office  of  each  locality. 
Belginm.— Ostend,  10,  Georges  Street :  A.  Carbon.— BRUflssu,  77,  Montagae 

de  la  Cour :  J.  Piddikqton. — Rue  Duqacnoj  and  North  Railway  Station.^ — 

Antwerp,  Ghent,  Liege,  Veryiers,  and  all  other  Places  in  Belgium  t 

Government  Railway  Station. 
Holland.— In  all  the  principal  Towns:  Van  Gend  k  Loos. 
ftaaoe. — ^Paris,  2,  me  Dronot,  two  doon  from  the  Boulevard  des  Italiens : 

N.  G.  Verberckmoes.— Boulogne,  ruede  rEco:  G.  Sauyaoe. 

J.  a.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

Londcn,  Ut  May,  1865.  Late  John  Piddington  &  John  Fribnd. 
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Stafford's  Foreign  Office  Passport  Agency, 

6,  CHAKINO  CROSS,  LONDON,  S.W. 


Passports  (whicb  are  good  for  life) 
mounted  on  Muslin  or  Silk*  ia  Roan> 
Morocco,  or  Kn»ia  Case,  with  the 
name  of  tbe  Owner  lettered  oa  the 
outside,  tbus  preventing  iixJnry  or 
loss,  as  well  as  lessening  the  deUy  in 
examination  abroad. 

For  furUier  particulars,  incladini; 
the  Forms  of  Application,  Oost  uf 
Passport,  Visas.  &c  &c  see  fttan* 
ford*s  Fasiport  Clronlar, 
Mr'bich  will  be  forwaided  per  post  oo 
JB   receipt  of  One  Stamp. 

STANFORD'S  TOURIST'S  CATALOGUE, 

Containing  Title,  Price,  &c  of  the  Best  Guidk  Books,  Maps,  ComrEBSATioy  Books,  Thcruty- 

ARIES,  &c.  &c,  published  in  the  United  Kingdom,  tbe  Continent,  and  America,  Gratis  vn 

applicaUon,  or  free  per  poftt  for  One  Srampb 

LoKDOJf:  EDWARD  STANFORD,  6,  Chamko  Cross,  &W., 

Agent  for  the  Sale  of  the  Ordnance  Jtfaps.  Geological,  Survcj  Map^  wid  Admlraltj  Cbuts. 


THE  LONDON  and  WESTMINSTER  BANK  issnes  Circular  Notes  of  £10, 
£25,  and  £50  each,  for  the  use  of  Travellers,  payable  in  the  principal  Towns  on  tlie 
Continent  of  Europe,  also  In  Asia,  Africa,  and  North  and  South  America.  No  expen»« 
whatever  Is  Incurr^  and  when  cashed  no  diaige  is  made  for  commission.  Letters  of  Cocdii 
are  also  granted  on  the  same  places.  They  may  be  obtained  at  the  City  OtBoe  hi  Lothborr. 
or  at  any  of  the  Branches,'  vix.  :— 

Westminster  Braoch,  1,  St.  James's  Square. 

Bloomsbuiy  „  214,  High  Holbom. 

Southwark  „  3,  Wellington  Street,  Borau^. 

Eastern  „  87.  High  Street,  Whttechapel. 

Marylebone  n  <  Stratford  Place.  Oxford  Street. 

Temple  Bar  «  217.  Strand. 

Lambeth  „  89  &  91,  Westminster  Bridge  Road. 


May  1, 1865. 


Wm.  EWINQS,  Qeneral  Msasger. 


ESSENTIALS ' 

FOR  I 

TRAVELLINa. 

Threiher'B  India  Tweed  Suite. 
Threshet'e  Kaehmir  Flannel  Shirti. 
Thresher's  Kashmir  Woollen  Books. 
Thresher's  Oolonred  Flannel  Shirts. 
Thresher's  Travelling  Bag^s. 

SOLD  ONLY  BY 

THRESHER  <fe  GLENNY, 

NEXT  ODOR  TO  SOMERSET  HOUSE, 
STRAND. 


This  Day,  a  New  and  Cheaper  Edition, 
with  Map,  16ino.,  35.  Bd. 

MUEEAY'S 

HANDBOOK 

FOR 

LONDON  AS  IT  IS. 


J0Hx\  MuRRAr,  Albemarle  Street, 
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1^  CORN  FLOUR 


FaiBle7)  KaiudLester,  Dublin,  ft  London. 


This  favourite  article  of  Diet  is  especially  suitable  for   ^ 

PUDDINGS,  CUSTARDS,  BLANCMANGES; 

and,  being  very  light  and  of  easy  digestibility,  it  i»  recommended  for 

BREAKFASTS,    SUPPERS,    &c., 

for  which  it  is  easily  prepared,  requiring  only  to  be  boiled  with  milk  for  eight 
minutes,  and  taken  with  sngar. 

It  is  preferred  for  all  the  purposes  to  which  the  best  Arrowroot  is  spplicablr;, 
and  prepared  in  the  same  manner.  For  various  purposes,  such  as  to  thicken 
Soups,  Sauces,  Beef-tea«  &c,  it  is  invaluable,  and  extensively  used  in  all  parts  of 
the  world. 

Some  of  the  following  Recipes  are  upon  each  package :-— 


Baked  Podding. 

Fruit  Pie. 

Infant's  Food. 

Custards. 

Cakes. 

Corn-Flour-Crea  m 

Blanc-manqe. 

Tea-Cup  Pudding. 

Thick  Milk. 

Arrowroot. 

Brown  &  Polson  trust  that  the  superior  quality  of  their  Corn  Flour  will  still 
secure  that  prefeience  which  it  has  hitherto  maintained,  and  also  protect  them 
from  the  substitution  of  other  kinds  which  are  sometimes  urged  upon  families  to 
obtain  extra  proHt  by  the  sale.  Brown  &  Polson's  is  supplied  by  the  most 
respectable  Tea  Dealers,  Grocei-s,  Chemists,  &c 
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ROME. 


L.    FABRI, 

CAPO    TuJEl    OASS,    IVo,  3,  ROMC2, 

Agent  of  the  lialmn  Exhibition  of  1861, 

FORWARDING     AGENT 

TO  GREAT  BRITAIN,  FRANCE,  RUSSIA, 
GERMANY,  AND  AMERICA. 


L.  Fabri,  ComraissioQiiaii-e  nnd  Forwarding  Agent,  undertakes  the  forwarding  ot 
Works  of  Arty  Pictures,  Statuary,  and  Baggage,  the  expense  of  wbich  can  be  paid 
at  through  rates  on  arrival  of  the  packages  at  their  destination. 

M.  Fabri,  in  order  to  save  trouble  to  travellers  and  others  who  wish  to  fohraid 
articles,  attends  to  their  removal,  packing,  shipping,  and  marine  insurance  at  mode- 
rate fixed  rates,  and  fulfils  all  the  formalities  required  by  the  Roman  Customs  on 
exportatioos. 

M.  Fabri  employs  skilled  workmen  for  packing  Statuary,  Marble,  and  fragile 
articles,  and  has  oorreapondents  in  all  the  principal  Cities  of  the  World,  to  whom 
packages  ai'e  consigned,  and  who  pass  them  through  the  Customs  with  the  greatest 
possible  care,  and  deliver  them  to  the  Consignees. 

Messrs.  LIOHTLT  &  SIMON, 

123|  PENCHURCH  STREET,  LONDON, 

Ore  H.  Fabri*8  Correspondents  in  Giwt  Britain. 

M.  Fabri  also  undei-takes  the  puixhase  of  Pictui-es,  &c.,  and  payments  to  Artists 
or  oUiers,  as  well  as  any  other  commission  business. 

M.  L.  Fabri  has  commodious  warehouses  specially  adapted  for  the  reoeptloQ  of 
Picturts  and  other  works  of  Ai-L 


RATES  BY  SAlLINe  VESSELS !    ^^^^ 

Per  CqMc  FiooC 
From  Hipa  Grande  (Rome)  to  New  York  •        •        .        .        .        40  cents. 

„  ,>  If  Boston 60    „ 

„  ,>  »»  Philadelphia         .         .         .         .        50     „ 

„  o  »»  London,  Dublin,  nnd  other  English  Ports    U.9d. 

„  .»  *,         .BySTEAMKR      ....  3». 
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MUDIES    SELECT    LIBRARY. 

TOWN  AND  VILLAGE  BOOK  CLUBS. 

Book  Sodetiw  in  direct  communication  "  with  MQDIE'S  LIBRARY  are  now 
established  in  nearly  every  Town  and  Village  of  tlie  Kingilom. 

Two  or  three  friends  in  any  neighbourhood  may  imite  in  one  Subscription,  com- 
mencing at  any  date,  and  obtain  a  constant  succession  of  the  best  New  Books  as 
they  appeal',  on  moderate  tenns. 

Prospeduses,  postage  free,  on  application. 

MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRAKY  (Limited),  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 

MUDIES    SELECT    LIBRARY. 


7RBB  DELIVERY  OF  BOOKS. 

MUDIE*S  LIBRARY  MESSENGERS  call  on  appointed  days  to  deliver  Books  at 
the  Residences  of  Subscribers  in  every  part  of  London  and  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, on  a  plan  which  has  given  general  satisfaction  for  many  years. 

Pro9peetu»e8f  pottage  free,  on  application, 

MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY  (Limited),  New  Oxford  Street,  Londou. 


MUDIES    SELECT    LIBRARY. 


CHEAP    BOOKS. 

Pui-cKisers .  of  Books  for  Public  and  Private  Libraries,  Mercliants,  Shipping 
Agents,  intending  Emigrants,  and  others,  ai-e  invited  to  apply  for  the  REVISED 
LIST  of  Books  withdrawn  from  MUDIE'S  LIBRARY  for  SALE. 

This  List  contains  mora  than  One  Thousand  Books  of  the  Past  and  Previous 
Seasons,  at  the  lowest  current  Prices. 

MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY  (Limited),  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 


MUDIE'S   MANCHESTER   LIBRARY. 


NOTICE. 

All  the  New  and  Choice  Books  in  circulation  or  on  Sale  at  MUDIE'S  SELECT 
IlBliARY,  New  Oxford  Street,  London,  may  also  be  obtained,  with  the  least 
possible  deky,  by  all  Sabscribers  to  MCJDIE'S  LIBRARY,  74  and  76,  Cross  Street, 
Manchester. 

ProepectuBeSf  postage  free,  on  application. 
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NOTICE 


I 


OXFORD. 


MESSRS.  LETTS,  as  Agents  to 
H.M.'s  Board  of  Ordnanoo  and  the  Geo- 
logical Society,  have  during  the  lost  40  years 
lH»n  unceasingly  collecting  the  BKS  l'  MAI'S 
from  every  approved  source,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  Tourist,  Engineer,  Railway 
Promoter,  Merctmnt,  and  Gentleman,  have 
all  been  equally  considered,  and  the  Adver- 
tisers believe  their  Collection  will  repay 
inoutring  into  its  merits.  The  productions 
or  France,  Austria,  Switzerland,  and  l^ussia, 
with  some  others,  deserve  especial  notice. 

The  following  Catalogues  and  Llsta  (any 
one  of  which  will  be  forwarded  on  applica- 
tion) of  Maps  embrace  the  selection  of  every 
good  Publisher  in  this  and  Foreign  Countries, 
regardless  of  price  or  scale : — 
Condensed  LUt  of  the  Ordnance  and  Geo- 
logical I^iibUcatlons,  with  Maps.  Domenday 
BookK,  General,  'I'ourist,  Geological,  Library, 
Office,  and  Foreign  Maps.  KngUsh  and  Fo- 
reign   Guides,   Atlases.    Glubes,   and   Gap 
zeteers,  sold  by  Letts,  Sox,  and  Co.    Post 
free,  price  2d. 
Letts's  Catalogue  of  Tourist,  General,  Geo- 
logical, Library,  Office,  and  Foreign  Maps, 
giving  size  in  inches,  scale  of  miles  to  the 
inch,  number  of  sheets,  and  prices.     Post 
free,  price  id 
Letts's    Condensed   Catalogue   of  Ordnance 
Maps  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 
l*rice  Id. 
Letu's  List  of  English  and  Foreign  Guides, 

and  Dictionaries  and  Interpreters,    Id. 
Letts's  List  of  Foreign  Government  Maps, 
embracing  the  most  important,    id. 
Letts.  Sok,  and  Co.,  Royal  Exchange,  E.C. 

M.   ZILERI, 
HOUSE    AGENT, 

For  Furnished  and  Unfurnished  Apartments, 
VilUw,  &C.  General  Commission  for  forward- 
ing Work*  of  Art 

Palano  Carrega,yia  de'Panzani,  No.  4. 

M.  Zilerl  begs  to  Inform  the  Public  that  he 
has  opened  the  above  office  by  the  advice  of 
several  influential  English,  American,  and 
Italian  Gentlemen.  He  will  do  his  utmost  to 
merit  the  patronage  and  confideTico  of  all  who 
employ  bim.    Charges  fixed  and  moderate. 

FLORENCE, 
p.  ROMANELLI, 

Sculptor,  Pupil  of,  and  Siiccrwor  to,  ihc  late 
Professor  BartoIIni,  has  opened  a  Gallery, 

Long'  Arno  Ouicciardini,  Ho.  7. 

llie  intelligent  amateur  will  find  there  a 
Collection  of  Statues,  both  originals  and  copies, 
artistically  executed. 


I  SPIERS  AND  SOX, 

102  ft  108,  HIGH  8TBEET. 

SXATIOKEBfl,  &C.,  BY  AFFOnrrXEXT  TO  B.R.1I. 

Thk  pRixcB  OF  Walks. 
Respectfully   invite   TOURISTS  to  VISIT 
their  Extensive  Warehouses  for  UaefU  and 
I  Ornamental  HanuCsctures,  suitable  for  Pre> 
senta  uid  remembrances  of  OXFORD. 
I      Copies  of  every  published   GUIDE-BOOK 
i  and  MAP  of  ^ford  and  its  nelf^bonrbcod 
I  Icept  in  stock,  as  well  as  Fbotographs.  Stereo- 
scopic Pictures,  Articles  of  Vertu,  &c- 
At    the    Great   KxbibltioDs    in    Ijoadivi, 
;  1851-1662,  Paris,  1855,  and  Mew  York.  1852 
:  Honourable  Mention  or  the  Prixe  Medal  wai 
awarded  to  their  Ornamental  MannCacturea. 
I     Information  relative  to  Oxford  aflbrded  to 
I  strangers  visiting  their  establiafamenta. 

THF 

MALVERN 
GLASSES 

(Eye  -  pieces        Stamped  j 

"W.    and    J.    BrRROw,  I 

Malvern."  —  No      others  | 

genuine). 

BimSOWS  MALTEBH  aUUMSS 

Are  the  most  charming  Tourists*  Btnncalan 

for  viewing  Scenery,  kc.    1'bey  are  V^i  aed 

handy,  exquibitely  dear,  very  powf>r6A,  aod 

do  not  Dsiligue  the  sighU 

Price  £3  13«.  6d.,  in  Sling  Case,  complete. 

Larger  siie,  £8  6«.  «  ». 

Sent  on  Receipt  of  Post  Office  Order. 

i      Address— W.  and  J.  BURROW,  Malvcm. 

N,B.— An  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Blnncu- 
'  lars  and  Telescopes  post  free  on  application. 

'       qalTqnanps 
NEW  PARIS  GUIDE. 

I  Compiled  from  the  best  antborittes,  revlaed 
and  verified  by  personal  inspection,  and  ar- 
ranged on  an  entirely  new  plan,  with  Map 
and  Plates.  Royal  18mo.  10«.  ed.  bouni ;  or 
without  Plates,  Is.  6d.  bound. 
London  '^  Simpkin,  Marshall,  &  Co. 

ROTTERDAM^ 
H.  A.  KRAMERS, 

Importer  of  rorelgra  Boolu. 

Mr.  Mubrat's  •  Handbooks  for  TniTeUen,' 
Bbadshaw's  Monthly  Railway  Ouidea.  Bak- 
DRKEB's  '  Reischandbiicher/  and  Joakxe's 
'  Guides  pour  les  Voyagenn.'  alwm  in 
Slock. 

Engh'sh,  Frm(^  and  GtrfMm  Books  im> 
ported  Weekly,  and  a  great  variety  of  New 
Books  kept  in  Store. 

47,  0ELBEB8GHE  KADS. 
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fllf  |.^rin«Dfi^nlBS. 


ALLEN'S    PORTMANTEAUS. 

37,  WEST  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 

miLUSTKATED  CATALOGUES  of  500  ARTICLES  Post  Free. 


^  /^/f 


I       ALLEN'S  PATENT  ALLEN'S  PATENT  ALLEN'S  PATENT 

I  BAG.  Quadruple  Portmanteau.         BESPATCH-BOX  DESK. 


ALLEN'S  NEW 

DBESSINO 

BAG. 


LADY'S 

WABDBOBE 

POBTMANTEAV. 


ALLEN'S  SOLID 

MAHOGANY 
DBESSING-CA8E. 


Allen's  Barrack  Furniture  Catalogue,  for  Officers  joining, 

POST  FREE. 

PRIZE  MEDAL  AWARDED,  1862, 

FOR    GENERAL    EXCELLENCE. 
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Tourist's  &  Passport  Agency, 

8,K0TAL  EXCHANGE.  LONDON.  E.a 

MESSRS.  LETTS  underUke  to  snppljr 
intending  Travellers  either  through 
this  or  Foreign  Countries  with  every  Inrorma- 
tion  that  can  be  of  service  to  thorn  on  their 
route— relative  to  times  and  means  of  Convey- 
ance, CourlerB,  Currency,  &c— and  to  provide 
PASSPORTS  with  the  requisite  »i«e«  with 
the  utmost  prompt!  tude  and  refoird  to  eco- 
"^7-  TBATELLEB8  to  INDIA  or 
the  COKTINENT  may  be  provided  with 
the  JVeioece  EdUiont  qf 

ENGUSH,  FRENCH,  AND  GERMAN 

GUIDE  BOOKSr 

as  well  as  the  most  approved  selection  of 

Mapa,both  English  andlorelm  (see  separate 

List),   and   with    Polyglot  Washiag-Books, 

Books  of  Travel-Talk,  and  Dictionaries. 

Tnutwortky  Couriert  vnU  be  rexommendtd 

by  giving  tuJUdent  wAict. 

&BTTB,  BOVp  ^  CO., 

8,  ROYAL  EXCHANGE,  LONDON,  E.C., 
Stationers,  Travelling  Desk  Manufacturers. 
Lithographers,  and  Agents  to  H.M.  Board  of 
Ordnance  and  the  Geological  Society. 


NAPLES. 


LOUIS  CASALTA, 

LARGO  CAPPELLA  A  CHLAIA,  Kol  T. 

By  appointment  to  H.1LH.  the  Pcinee 
of  Sftvoy-CerigmiaL, 

ManuflKtarer  of  Articles  In  Coral,  and  in  Lava 
from  Vesuvius.  Retail  and  for  ExportatioB. 

Bijouterie  in  18-cazat  Goid. 

Accurate  copies  of  Objects  of  Art  foand  io 

the  Ruins  of  Pompeii. 

FLORENCE, 

SIGNOKLEaA 

AND  DAUGHTER, 
ARTISTS, 

Ko.  82,  VIA  DX*  BABDI 

(Studio  on  thb  Fikst  FIook), 
Keep  a  large  Collection  of  Original  FSctnrei, 
ancient  and  modem ;  also  Copies  of  the  mo^ 
Celebrated  Masters.  Portraits  painted  of  aoy 
required  size.    English  spoken. 

Correspondents  in  England.  J.  and  S. 
M*Cbackbn.  38,  Queen  Stzeet,  Gannon  Sbeet 
Westk  London. 


HEIDEIiBEBG. 


HOTEL    VICTOBIA, 

Situated  close  to  the  Railway  Station  upon  the  Promenade.  Table-d'Hdte  at  1  and  5  o'clocfc. 
Cuisine  Franfai$e.    Greatly  patronised  by  Englishmen.    Apartments  elegantly  ftimished. 


ILLUSTRATED  FAMILY  TESTAMENT. 

Now  ready,  beautifully  printed  on  Toned  Paper,  with  more  than  100  Illustrattons, 
2  vol«.  crown  Sto.,  30». 

THE  NEW  TESTAMENT 

Of  Our  Lord  and  Savioor  Jesus  Christ. 

Edited,  with  a  short  Practical  Commentary,  explanatoxy  of  diiBcolties  and  for  the  removal  of 

doabta. 

By  EDWARD  OHURTON,  M.A., 

Archdeacon  of  Cleveland  and  Prebendary  of  York ;  and 

W.  BASIL  JONES,  M.A., 
Prebendary  of  York  and  of  St.  David's. 

With  Views  of  Subjects  and  Places  mentioned  In  the  Sacred  Text,  from  Sketches  and  Plioto* 
graphs  made  on  the  qrat  by  Rev.  S.  C.  Maulk,  M.A.,  and  James  Ghaham,  Esq. 

*  Mr.  Murray'^  New  Testament  is  a  noUe  commencement  of  the  new  era  of  iUnstntUon 
which  we  desire  for  the  Scrlpture8.'~>ilCAemeum. 

[JOHN  MURRAr,  ALBEMARLE  STREET. 
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THE   FURNISHING    OF   BED-BOOMS. 


TTEAL  and  SON  have  observed  for  some  time  that  it  would 

■*■■*•  be  adTantageous  to  their  customers  to  see  a  much  larger  selection  of  Bed- 
room Fnmitare  than  ig  usually  displayed,  and  that  to  judge  properly  of  the  style 
and  effect  of  the  different  descriptions  of  Furniture,  it  is  necessaiy  that  each  de- 
scription should  be  placed  in  a  separate  room.  They  hare  therefore  erected  large 
and  additional  SHOW  ROOMS,  by  which  the^  are  enabled  not  only  to  extend  their 
show  of  Iron,  Brass,  and  Wood  Bedsteads,  and  Bed-room  Furniture,  beyond  wlmt 
they  believe  has  ever  been  attempted,  but  also  to  provide  several  small  rooms 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  complete  suites  of  Bed«room  Furniture  in  the  difierent 
styles. 

Japanned  Deal  Goods  may  be  seen  in  complete  suites  of  five  or  six  different 
colours,  some  of  them  light  and  ornamental,  and  others  of  a  plainer  descnption. 
Suites  of  Stained  Deal  Gothic  Furniture,  Polished  Deal,  Oak,  and  Walnut,  are  also 
set  apart  in  separate  rooms,  so  that  customers  are  able  to  see  the  effect  as  it  would 
appear  in  their  own  rooms.  A  Suite  of  very  superior  Gothic  Oak  Furaiture  will 
generally  be  kept  in  stock,  and  from  time  to  time  liew  and  select  Furniture  in 
various  woods  will  be  added. 

Bed  Furnitures  are  fitted  to  the  Bedsteads  in  large  numben,  so  that  a  complete 
assortment  may  be  seen,  and  the  effect  of  any  particular  pattern  ascertained  as  it 
would  appear  on  the  Bedstead. 

A  very  large  stock  of  BEDDING  (Heal  and  Son's  original  trade)  is  placed  on 
the  Bedsteads. 

The  stock  of  Mahogany  Goods  for  the  better  Bed-rooms,  and  Japanned  Goods 
for  i^in  and  Servants*  use,  is  very  gi-eatly  increased.  The  entire  Stock  is  aiTangcd 
in  eight  rooms,  six  galleries,  each  120  feet  long,  and  two  large  ground  fioora,  the 
whole  forming  ai  complete  an  assortment  of  Bed-room  Furniture  as  they  think 
can  possibly  be  desired. 

Every  attention  is  paid  to  the  manufacture  of  the  Cabinet  Work;  and  they 
have  just  erected  large  Workshops  on  the  premises  for  this  purpose,  that  the 
manufacture  may  be  under  their  own  immediate  care. 

Their  Bedding  Trade  receives  their  constant  and  personal  attention,  eveiy  article 
being  made  on  the  premises. 

They  porticulai-ly  call  attention  to  their  Patent  Spring  Matti-ass,  the  Sommier 
Elastique  Portatif.  It  is  portable,  durable,  and  elastic,  and  lower  in  price  than 
the  old  Spring  Mattrass. 

nXU8TBATE0  CATALOGUE  OF 

BEDSTEADS,  BEDDING,  AMD  BED-BOOM  FUBNITUBE 

Sent  free  ly  Pott. 
106,  197,  198,  TOTTENHAM  COtJKT  ROAD. 
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MAYNARD,  HARRIS,  &  GRICE, 

Military,  Naval,  and  General  Outfitters  and  Agents, 
126,  LEADENHALL  STREET,  LONDON, 

AixjoixiKG  THE  Office  of  thf.  Peniksdlar  axd  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 

OOMPANT. 


MAYNARD,  HARlilS,  4  GRICE,  beg  to  draw  the  attention 
of  Tiavellci*8  proceeding  to  the  East  to  their  Establishment,  so  long  ani 
favoui*aUly  known  for  the  superior  quality  of  their  supplies. 

Every  description  of  Supplies  required  by  Travellers  always  i"eady. 
BULLOCK  TBUKKS,  OVERLAND  TBUKKS,  POBTMANTEAUS,  fte. 
POBTABLE  BEDSTEADS,  with  Bedding,  &c.,  complete,  in  Waterproof  Vfllis^ 
POBTABLE  LAMPS.    SADDLEBT. 

WEABIKO  APPABEL  of  every  description,  manufactured  especially  for  He. 
Climates. 

M.,  H.,  &  G.  would  especially  solicit  an  inspection  of  the  following  arti<l-. 
s]^H?cialiy  ad;ipt«?d  for  Tropical  Climates. 

LEYINGFS  ANTI-MOSQTJITO  CTJBTAIN8. 

(lie  flb'VL'  EiTT'^''**^'-'^  '^'•'■^'■ 
mtiilL'  by  U  ,  II.,  !k*^.y  utkI'I  (.|jtii*ifwiiml 
iliivctiiiiii^  al  Ain  f^Evin^^  Jind  impruvrtt 
liy  111.'  ^«tm.  sjttiiTi  nf  i^r  C'liirli-ii  bM- 
liNweft,  IITI41  ?lH>iiUI  he  frXiimlti^il  Ky  nJl 
trail  e LI? r^  En  I  Lit'  ^'mt-ai^  ubt'fT.'  ^Aw*  pn^ 
li-clio^i  inim  kriHifclA  \i  qiiktti  T  nil  is  f  *■»<*- 

TIC*;  Ka?t. 

/Vi'iy  :— Cui'LaiirtfinDd  C.iDcs^  pon3jilr"CP, 
"Jfi*.-  EjttTji  C'rtiifB,  <j(i,  i'nch;  Wnltrrprt^pf 

jihiftf  ktf  ihtT  c\ai\h  \nW  wNivli  ibe  rrir- 
IjLii»  mny  bo  rulleilt  VOi.  ^ 


OAK  CANTEENS,  containing  Breakfast  Service  complete  for  Two  Persor-,, 

3/.  iOs.  to  5/. 

OAK  CANTEENS,  containing  Breakfast  and  Dinner  Service  complete  for  Tv\ 
Persons,  6/.  10s.  to  9/. 

INDIA  GAUZE  UNDEB-CLOTHINO,  manufactured  specially  for  wctir  h 
Hot  Climates. 

FLANNEL  OB  SILK  AND  WOOL  SHIBTS. 

FLANNEL  OB  TWEED  SUITS.    AIB-CHAMBEB  HATS  k  HEUiETS 

Full  Particulars  and  Priced  Lists  upon  appiioUion. 
126,  I.f,ai»kniiai.lStrki:t,  Loi^DON,  E.C, 
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BONN    ON    THE    RHINE. 


MR.  SCHMITZ, 

PROPRIETOR  OF  THE  GOLDEN  STAR  HOTEL, 

BsaB  leave  to  recommend  his  Hotel  to  English  Travellers.  The  apart- 
ments are  furnished  throughout  in  the  English  style ;  the  rooms  are 
carpeted ;  and  the  attendance,  as  well  as  the  kitchen  and  the  wine- 
cellar,  is  well  provided.  Mr.  SCHMITZ  begs  to  add  that  at  no  first- 
rate  Hotel  on  the  Rhine  will  be  found  more  moderate  chaises  and  more 
cleanliness. 

The  STAR  HOTEL  has  been  honoured  by  the  visits  of  the  following 
Members  of  the  English  Royal  Family : — 

{H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  accompanied  by  General  Sir  W.Godrinotov, 
Colonel  POKsoxar,  Sir  Frederic  Stanlky,  Dr.  Auustbo^io,  Kev.  F.  C. 
Tarvek,  Mr.  GiBUD,  etc. 
\Mt     Ar,m  on  5  U*  K-  H.  the  Prince  of  Walks  and  his  Suite  paying  a  visit  at  the  Golden 
1857.    Aug.  ^0  ^        g^^  ^^^  j^  yj^  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Bkloiaxs. 
185T.    Aug.  8      H.  IX.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wa  lbs  and  his  Suite. 
1857     Julv  29  i  "^^  ^  H-  ^^B  Duchess  of  CAkBRiDQB  and  Princess  Mart  of  Cambridob, 

uuiy  49  -^        accompanied  by  iJie  Baron  Kkrsxbeck  and  Suite. 

tRSf     Jntv  94  i  ^  ^-  ^'  ^^^  Prince  of  Walks  paying  a  visit  at  tfie  Golden  Star  Botd  to 

ioo#.    u  uiy  x»  I        ,^  j^  ^  ^^  Duchess  of  Caubuidqb  and  Princess  Mart  of  Cambrtdor. 

(  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  accompanied  by  the  Right  Honourable  C 

1857.    July  16  <         Gbky,  General  Major,  Colonel  Ponsonby,  Sir  Frederic  Stanlky,  I>r. 

^         ARuarrROMG,  Rev.  F.  C.  Tarver,  Mr.  Gibbs,  etc. 
iB'Vfl     Nov       i  ^-  ^'  ^-  ^'ri°ce  Alfred  of  Great  DRrrAiN,  accompanied  by  Lleateiuuit- 
IB30.    aoY.    ,^        General  Sir  Frederick  Stovin  and  LleuU-naiit  CiJWBLL. 

H.  M.  Adrlaide,  Qckex  Dowager  of  Great  Bkitaik,  accompanied  by 

His  Highness  Prince  Kdward  of  Saxr  Weimar.  Ix)rd  and  Lady  Bar- 

1848.    Jnne  18  <         rinoton.  Sir  David  Da  vies,  M.D..  Rev.  J.  R.  Wood,  M.A.,  Captain 

Taylor,  &c.  Ac.,  hououred  the  above  establishment  with  a  Three 

Days'  Visit. 

1H18.    May  .  .    H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridob  and  Suite. 

1825.    March     ( H.  R.  II.  Uie  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Clarekcb  (King  William  lY.  and 

and  Sept.    •  X        Queen  Adelaide)  and  Suite. 
iA<Li     Tniv       i  ^*  ^'  Q(^<^<^  Adelaide,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Errol. 
x«w4.    juiy .  ,^        jg^i  ^^  Countess  of  Desbioh,  Karl  and  Countess  Howe.  &c, 

1836.  Aug.     •    H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Gloccesteu  and  Suite. 

1837.  July .  .    H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridob  and  Suite. 
1H38.    Nov.    .    H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Gborob  of  Cambridge  and  Suite. 

«-„        5  H.  R.  H.  Prince  Albert  of  Saxe  Coburo  Gotha,  accompanied  by  Prince 

—  nov.     .^        Ernest  of  Saxe  CoBtJRO  Gotha,  and  their  Suite. 

la^A  f  H.  B.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridge,  accompanied  by  the  Princess  Adousta 

*"*" I        of  Cambiudob,  and  their  Suite. 

,Q..  ( H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Kent  and  Suite,  accompanied  by  H.  S.  H.  the 

**^^ I        l>rince  of  Leixingex. 

1841 H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridob  and  Suite. 

--        ....    H.R.H.  Princess  Carolina  of  Cambridge. 
1844.     ...        H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridge  and  Suite. 

—  ...        H.  R.  H.  Princess  Mary  of  Cambridge. 

-t^AK     j^^^      ( H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Kbiit  and  Suite,  ocoompanled  by  H.  S.  U.  the 

1846.  June    .^        Prince  of  Lbikihoek. 

tm^m     r„t.       (T.  R.  H.  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  CavbbtDob.  with  their  Family  and 

1847.  July       j        gmj^^ 
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N.B.— 3%<  NEW  STATION  at  CHARING  CROSS,  WEST-END,  U  NOW  OP£N  fcr 
Traffic,  and  the  Continental  Mail  Traing  and  Tidal  Traint  run  to  and  from  tkat 
StaHon,  caiUng  at  London  Bridge  each  voay, 

LONDON  AND  PAEIS 
nrioHouBs, 

By  Oie  Acoderated  Special  Expreu  Daily  Direct  Tidal  Service^ 
VIA  FOLKESTONE  and  BOULOGNE. 

THE  CHEAPEST,  QUICKEST,  AND  SHORTEST  ROUTE. 
A  Through  Night  Service  between  London  and  Paris^ 

VUl  FOLKESTONE  and  BOUIjOGNE. 
FofT  noun  of  Departure  (tofticfc  are  vanobZe),  qfboth  theabove  Sertioet,  fee  Time  Book  OMd  BiSU, 

enC  TB&OVOB  bb&vzcbb  baz&t  bt  tbb  bboby  bbjl 

ABB   MAZB    BOUTB8. 

Tli<^  Mail  Trains  of  this  Company,  conveying  by  special  appointment  the  ContlneDUl  Mails, 
run  to  and  start  from  the  HaiUPadut  Side  on  the  Admiralty  Pier  at  Dover. 

To  avoid  inconvenience  from  examination  en  route,  Paaeengers  aiionld  be  careful  to  ordf? 
the  registry  of  their  Baggage  to  Charing  Cron  per  SoutK^EoMtem  RaUwy, 

Bates  fme  Tlurongli  Tickets. 

LONDON   AND    PARIS    RETURN    TICKETS. 

FIRST  CLASS.  8E00KD   CLASS, 

By  either  Boulogne  or  Calaie £4    7    0 £8    7    0 

Third-Claw  Through  Tiokets  by  Hight  Service,  20f . 

BELGIUM,  GERMANY,  HOLLAND,  &c.  &c^ 

By  the  appointed  Continental  Mail  Traina, 
l*OVB  SBBVXCBB   BAXXiT. 

Leaving  Chaeino  Cross  and  London  Bridge  at  7*25  a.m.  and  8-30  p.m.  dailj. 
vid  Dover  and  Calais,  and  7'25  A.M.  and  8*30  P.M.,  vid  Ostend,  every  day  exoei4 

Sunday. 

THROUGH  TICKETS  ISSUED  AND  BAGGAGE  REGISHBED 

(With  a  free  allowance  of  56  lbs.  each  Passenger), 

To  and  from  the  Principal  Continental  Cities  and  To'vtxib. 

NEW   ROUTE   TO  THE  EAST. 


THE  PAEGEL8  EXFSE88E8  oonvey  Faroeli  to  nearly  all  Continental 
Deatinations,  at  through  Bates,  ai  quickly  aa  the  Kaili. 

A  Rodnced  and  Revised  Scale  of  Through  Rates  for  Parcels  and  Meschakihse,  of  any 
weig^it,  between  Lokdok  and  Paris.  A  New  Through  Tariff,  between  London  and  I^aris 
for  Bullion  and  Value  Parcels ;  also.  Rates  for  Value  Parcels  beiwcen  London  and  Belgiiun. 

HEBRCBLLNBISE   FOBITABBEB   to   BOirA.OONE. 


THE  OVERLAND  AND  MAIL  BOCTE  TO  IXBtt,  CfflMA,  *c. 

LOXDOX  BRITXIE  STATION,  -,    ,--    Tp^^fcO  AT  T     «  i  v 

SEASON,  ie«6,  C  W.  EBORALL;  Genoral  Ba&ag«r. 
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FOREIGN    BOOKS   AT    FOREIGN    PRICES. 


Travellers  may  save  expense  and  tronbla  by  purchasing  Foreign  Books  is 
England  at  the  same  prices  at  which  they  are  published  in  Germany  or  France. 

WILLIAMS  &  NORaATE 

have  published  the  following  CATALOGUES  of  their  Stock  :— 


1.  CLASSIOAIi  CATAIiOaiTE. 

2.  THEOLOaiOAL    CATA- 

LOGUE. 

3.  FRENCH  CATALOaXTE. 
4.^GEBMAN  CATALOGUE. 

5.  EX7R0PEAN      LINGUISTIC 

CATALOGUE. 

6.  ORIENTAL  CATALOGUE. 

7.  ITALIAN  CATALOGUE. 

8.  SPANISH  CATALOGUE. 

ANY  CATALOGUE  SENT  POST-FREE  FOR  ONE  STAMP. 

WHiIiIAMS  &  NOHQATE,  Importers  of  Foreign  Books* 

14,  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  London,  and 

20,  South  Frederick  Street,  Edinbuboh. 


9.  SCIENTIFIC  CATALOGUE. 
Natural  History,  Chemistry,  Mathe- 
matics, Medicine,  &c. 

10.  FOREIGN  BOOS  CIRCU- 
LARS. New  Books,  and  New 
Purchases. 

11.  SCIENTIFIC-BOOE  CIRCU- 
LARS. New  Books  and  Recent 
Purchases. 


NICE 


SWITZERLAND. 


PJB1VUOIV9  ANCIIiAISES  (nAI80I«8  de  PREIBIEB  ORDHE). 

THE  MARINE  VILLA, 

PROMENADE    DBS   ANGLAIS,    NICE} 

GRAND  VILLA  OARIN, 

CIMIES,    NICE, 

Removed  from  the  VIIU  yieoontl ;  and 

THE  GRAND  CHATEAU  DE  PRANGINS,  See.  Ac, 

FOBMXBLT  THB  RESIDEMCS  OF  KtSQ  JOSEPH  BUONAFABTE, 

NYON,  LAKE  OF  GENEVA, 

Thirty  mfnates  by  roil  firom  Geneva,  and  200  feet  above  the  Lake,  In  Ml  view  of  Mont 
Blanc.  The  Cb&teau  is  very  spadoos,  the  apartments  large  and  lofty,  and  the  acconunodatlon 
la  of  the  first  order. 

EXCELLENT    CUISINE. 

All  the  above  EstabUshmenU  are  oondncted  by  the  Ftoprietons 

MR   AND   MRS.    SMITHBES, 

At  Nice  Jn  winter,  and  in  Switserland  in  rammer,  from  Ist  Hay. 
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A.  W.  BEMETrS  GIFT  BOOKS, 

TLLU&rRATlSD  BY  PHOfFOaitAPHT. 


Grown  4to.,  hafidflome  binding,  gilt  extra,  cloth,  42t.;  moncao,  65& 
HYJPERION:  A  ROMANCE.    By  Henry  W.  Lonopkllow.    lUustmi. 

with  Twenty-foar  qilendld  Pbotographs.  7  inches  by  5,  of  the  Rhine,  Swltaeerland,  ti 
Tyrol,  SCO,  taken  expreflsly  to  Illustrate  the  soeneiy  of  the  Story,  by  Fk&ncis  Fbth. 

•  Hiuiy  of  the  TteiiB  mkB  flBceI]ant  idctores,  and  an  better  than  the  bat  eagiwilB^—Tnaa, 

•  Bo  woll  M  photography  can  illiutrate  a  book— and  for  the  exerdae  of  its  powen  it  would  be  baid  to  £i> 
alitor  Held  thau  this  rmnanee  oflbn— it  Is  perfect.'— Athbujccii. 

'  The  book  ia  printed  with  much  tatte,  and  Mr.  Frith's  twenty-four  photogmphi  an  1 
that  erer  decorated  a  book.'— Publibhebs'  Cdcixab. 

'  The  book,  which  is  of  lasting  Talae,  will  be  a  fraqaent  eonroe  al  a^}oyBa«lt  la  every  iooib  tbmX  U  mi 
Bach  photogiupba  u  that  of  the  DotU's  Bridge,  the  SUinbfaM^,  the  Rhone  Glacier,  the  TaDey  of  ■eyrtn^'i 
aorenil  studies  of  Heidelberg,  ci  InnsbrUck,  and  the  Tomb  of  M««i«^Uii  there,  in  tbo  Tmadmma  Ch%r 
the  Holy  Croes,  with  othen  as  well  worthy  of  spedal  mention,  represent  the  perfection  of  Ch*  son  ■•  a  r<^  ' 
«r  laadacapes  and  arohlteotarB.'— Ezaioxeb. 

Ornamental  binding,  fcap.  4io.,  doth,  21i. ;  morocco,  3lf.  6d. 

RUINED  ABBEYS   AND   CASTLES  OF  GREAT  BBITAIX.   i' 

William  and  Makt  Howirr.    The  Photographic  Ulnatratlona  1^  Bedfobd,  Obmuhui 
WiuoH,  and  Fentoiu 

•  Anumff  iUaatrated  books,  the  newly-pnblialied  Tdnme  entitled  "  The  Bullied  Abbeys  and  Ckstle*  erf  >  ' 
Bilfain,**ls at  onoe  the  most oonspicooms  and  the  most  beatttiftiL  AsKgilt>book  the  ▼oltune  is  im cuvi?  r'^  • 
to  be  commended,  and,  better  than  most  gift-books,  it  wUl  repay  whooTer  .Uiall  oaretVilly  '»*»»"*ti'  asil  t>  ': 

t'— WsBTminTKB  Bxvaew. 

Ornamental  binding,  fcap.  4to.,  cloth,  3I«. ;  morocco,  3l«.  6cL 

RUINED  ABBEYS  AND  CASTLES   OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  ANI 
IRELAND.    By  Wiluaic  Howitt.    Second  Series.    The  Photographic  lUustntkcs 
Thoicpson,  SKDQFrELD,  OoLE,  and  Hbmphux. 

'.We  hate  seen  nottdng  finer  in  the  way  of  photographs  than  these  old  raine,  every  stone,  and  Ut  xH  u 
and  Rreen  spray  coming  cut  sharp  and  clear,  in  a  maancr  quite  wand«TfaI  in  lis  truth  and  beantr. 
hoaid  be  the  Ohristmas  book  of  the  season.'— Bookselues. 

Small  410^  handsome  bindhig,  doth,  ift. ;  taorocoo,^  m. 

OUR  ENGLISH   LAKES,  MOUNTAINS,  AND  WATERFAIXS,  > 

seen  by  Wiluam  WoBDewoBra.    PbotographkaUy  Illustrated. 

•  a  beanttfnl.  roflned.  and  tastefti]  voltune.'— MoBNiNO  Post. 

•  The  Idcais  exooUent,  and  has  been  ably  carried  ouL'— London  Baninr. 

New  edttioo,  small  4to.,  elegant,  doth,  I8f . ;  moroeop,  25<. 

THE  LADY  OF  THE  LAKE.  By  Sir  Walteb  Soott,  Bart,    ninstr..! 
with  Photographs  by  T.  Ogls  and  6.  W.  Wilson. 

'  The  photographs  show  many  a  lofdy  scene Tlie  idea  at  so  illastnUlng  the  "Indy  of  the  Lmsr' 

930.  CKoeueDt  one.  —Athhixoil 

•  The  photographs  an  certainly  amonjc  the  best  in  ovrrr  way  that  we  hare  «T«r  smb,  and  laael  B^-  • 
txjstowed,  neoLTly  erery  scene  of  qpedol  interest  being  gireu.'-«rHoTATOB. 

Demy  8ro.,  doth  gilt,  au. 

NORMANDY :  Its  Gothic  ABCHiTKcrruKfi  and  Htaix>RTi  as  Dltwtiitted  ^ 
Twenty-five  Photographs  by  Cukdall  and  Dowmbb.  fhnn  Boildlnga  In  BoneD,  ( »;- 
Mantes,  Bayeux,  and  Falalse.    By  F.  G.  Stkphbms. 

•  or  smaU  dimcnskns,  but  of  great  beauty,  is  the  Tolmno  modestly  stvled  "  A  Sketch,"  \a  Vr.  8tc»jb»-.- 
talning  twenty-five  exquirite  snoall  photogi-aphs  of  some  of  the  finest  buildings  of  MornMuady.  and  a  ^-.-t: 
well-oompiled  summary  of  the  hJsMriaai  eveats  conaeeted  with  tfasDi,  and  a  short  aeooiuit  of  then-  mr^~- 
ttual  hlMoiy.'— WamnmBB  Bkvikw. 


LONDON:  ALFRED  W.  BENNETT.  6,  BiSHOPSGATE  WITKOUT,  E.^ 
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THE  CONTINENT. 


COUBIEBS  AND  TRAVELLINa   SERVANTS  OF 
DIFFERENT  NATIONS. 


Society  of  Couriers  and  Travelling 
Servants. 

Established  13  Years. 

Patronised  by  the  Boyal  Family,  Nobility,  and  Gentry. 

12,  BUBY  STBEET,  ST.  JAMES'S. 


This  Society  is  composed  of  Members  of  different  Nations, 
all  of  mnell-established  reputation,  great  experience,  efiSciency, 
and  respectability. 

Couriers  snitaWe  for  any  cotmtiy  can  be  obtained. 

Italians,  Germans,  Swiss,  French,  and  Men  of  other 
Nations,  compose  this  Society ;  some  of  whom,  besides  the 
usually  required  languages,  speak  Spanish,  Eussian,  Swedish, 
Turkish,  and  Arabic,— in  fact,  every  Continental  and  European 
language. 

Travellers  for  any  part  can  immediately  meet  with 
Couriers  and  Travelling  Servants  on  application  to  the 
Secretary* 


COURIERS  AND  TRAYEXLINQ  SERVANTS  OF  DIFFERENT  NATIONS, 

12,  BURT  EfrREET,  ST.  JAMES'S. 

D  2 
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BERNE  (Switzerland). 


PENSION    MATTENHOF, 

nr  THB  DOOEDIATB  TICIKlTr  OF  THS 

VILLETTE  BERNE  (Switzerland). 

Proprietor:  J.  STAUB. 


'PHIS  Establishment,  delightfiilly  situated,  will  prove  it^e': 
'''  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  families  and  tonrists  desirous  of  makii^  an  a^.- 
able  stay  in  Berne. 

Comfoiiable  Apartments.    Extensive  Gardens.    Baths  in  the  house.     Eopi- 
Cooking.    Moderate  Charges. 

Further  information  will  be  gladly  supplied  by  F.  W.  Heiktz,  Ksq^  13,  Wi.< 
brook.  City,  London,  £.C. 


LISBON. 

ARTICLES   FROM   MADEIRA 

A.  C.  RIBEIRO, 

41,   RUA   DO    CORPO   SANTO, 

Under  the  Sotd  Central,  LiOon, 

Has  on  sale  all  the  Articles  in  which  he  deak  at  Funchal,  No.  10a,  Rua  da  Camsi, 

including — 
Feather  Flowers.  Fancy  Baskets. 

White  Lace  Shawls.  .    Machetes. 

Black  Silk  Shawls.  Bracelets    and   Brooches    Silrcr 

White  D'Oyleys.  j       Mounted,  with  Silver  Charji^. 

Mats  of  Aloe  Thread.  Red  Pepper. 

Embroidery.  |    Arrowroot. 

Hair  Chains  and  Bracelets.  Figures  of  the  Peasantrt  in  Wood 

White  Leather  Boots.  and  Baked  Clay. 

Wax  Fruits.  i    Inlaid  Wood  Workboxeb,   Book- 

Wicker  Chairs.  I       stands,  &c. 

TIewB  of  Sladelni.  Onl4«  Books  to  the  IaUui4. 

MURRArS  HANDBOOK  OF  PORTUGAL. 
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THE  DIRECT  MAIL  ROUTE  TO  THE  CONTINENT. 
LONDON,  CHATHAmJ^^  RAILWAY. 

LONDON  and  PAMSviar  DOVER  and  OALAES. 

TWO  SPEaAL  EXPRESS  SERVICES  DAILY.    SHORTEST  SEA  PASSAGE,  80  MINUTES, 

Bj  tbm  qdaidid  mw  BoaM  *  Samphire^'   •  Maid  of  Kmf,*  •  Btwu,'  and  •  Wnve,*  buUt  esprcMly  for  thb  8enric« 

Vietoria  Stetioa,  Wett  End  Oentral  Terminiui ;  Blaekfiriars  Bridge,  City  Terminiui. 

JSxpreM  DuQiji  Direct  Fixed  Service,  Matt  SUamen  and  Special  Expreu  2Vatft«.  Daylight  Sea  Pauage 
in  Eighty  Minutet.    First  and  Second  Class  thronghont 
DAY8KBVICE.    MAY.  186C. 


VICTORIA  (Wol  End  SMtlon)      -  -.^.  . 


BLACK  FBI  ABB  BRI 
DOVER  -  - 
DOVBR  -  - 
CALAIS  -  - 
AMIBNS-  • 
PARIS      .     • 


^h 


-      -       -      WT. 


9*  35  P.H. 

-     -    oep.    9ii    .. 
aiT.  about  ia*xo 


l-J' 


PARIS 

AMIBNS 

CALAIS 

DOVER 

DOVER     .... 


•     .    dep.  7*20  A.M. 

■     -    "'.  9*14    .. 

-     -    dep.  I'lo    ,, 

air.  about  3*20   ,, 

VICTORIA  (Wat  End  Stabon)'    '-    aS"  1^.11   " 

BLACKFRURS  BRIDGE  (City  Stat)arr.  P^    *' 

PaMcogcis  have  tlieaplUMiorpniGoediBC  fltom  or  to  Dover  by  any  'itber  train  of  thr  London.  Cluitham,  A  Dor«r  SadlwajT. 
__  The  St-B  P— agB  between  Dover  and  Calais  w  the^iViortrtt  between  Eoaland  and  the  Continent. 

BmrffftfCft   Oftn  be  Besistered  from  London    1    ■■  ^'^'^  ^  ^^  oonveyaoceof  Pamngm'wrib'Through 
tora?ffiryduriS?ihiri.oSE*«"ri^^  i    TickeUbetwwM  the  Boat,  and  the  SimmSi..  ^ 

Clearing  ~  ~ 

Officer,  to  pnH 
freeofdutr. 

Omniom  at  Dover  and  Calais, 


,j,— The  Company  employ*  an 
at  Dover,  vithout  dUargtt  when 


I  reouarted  to  be  careful  to  Rcdelar 
lugnge   LONDO^f,    CHATHAM,    and    DOVER 
RAILWAY,  in  order  that  no  Inconvenience  maj  ariee 


NIGHT    FIXED    MAHi  EXPRESS    SERVICES. 
L0VD05  and  PABI8  vul  DOVER  and  CALAIS. 


Plarei  from 
LONDON  (Victoria)      - 
(BlackfHare) 


l»t  Clmw  only. 


Plaoci  from 

PARIS dep. 

AMIENS    ....  dep. 

CALAIS      .     .     .     .  arr. 

Ditto dep. 

DOVBR       ....  dep. 
LONDON  (Victoria)    -  art.  \ 
(BlackfrtHra)  air.  / 


*ExpreM. 
7*45  r.M. 
9*3$  .» 
X -35  A.M. 
i*4o  ,. 
410  „ 
6*30    ,, 


Mail  and  Express  Servioes  to  Belgium,  G^ermany,  and  the 
T^  DOVER  and  CALAIS. 


Bhine. 


.    dep. 
Dover.     -     .    arr. 

I  Dover-     >     .    dep. 
Oilaia       -     .     „ 
Lille    ..... 

I  Braetels    .     -    arr. 

I  A^^la-Oiapelle  " 
'C«onae    -    .    „ 


Service. 

9*2$  .. 
9-35  .. 
I  a '20  P.M. 

3-20  .. 
6-55  .. 

3-25  Aji. 


8-30  >■ 

lO'JO    , 

iO'4o  , 

1*30  A 

5 -30  , 
9*55  . 
io«  7  , 
2-   5P 

<•  9  ■ 


I' 


Place*  IVom 


Nif^bt 
Service. 


_D«y 


Coloone    .     -    dep. I lo- 30  p.m. 

Aix-iii^%apelle  ,,    ii2*  omio. 
Antwerp  -     -     .,  -     - 

Bruaaele    -     '     «»    1  6*15  a.m. 
Lille    .     -     -     ,,     io'30  ,, 
Calale-     -     -     ..       f20P.M. 
Dover-      arr.  about;  2*50  ,, 
Dover-     -     -    dep.|  3'4$   ,, 


lo'45  *.M. 

1 3-30  PJ«. 

I  5to  .. 

II*2o   ,, 

I    1-30  A.M. 

3*IO    „ 

'   0-30    „ 


Vi&  DOVER  and  OSTEND. 


De/ 
Service. 


Dover 
Dover 


-  .    dcpul  7*25  A-- 

-  -    arr.  I  9*25  ,, 

-  -    •i»I»-|*V35  .. 

"     3*   OP.M. 


.    •    dep. 
(N.Bti.)arr. 
Antwwp  -    -     ,, 
Aii-la-ChnpcU*  ,.    I 
Cologne    -    -    .. 


4-40  .. 


«ight 
rrvice. 


8-30  P.M. 
10*30  ft 
tio*40,, 

4-30  A.H. 

7'io  ., 

10'I$     M 

8'i5  ..    |"-3o  .. 
3-25  A.M.    2-  5  ,, 

5*  o  .,    I  4'  - 
t  Sunday 


Placcefh>m 


Night 


Servi^. 


SO      Cologne    .    -    dep.  10-30  p.m.  xo-45  a.m. 
P      Alx-la-CbapeUe  ,,     li'o   mid.  ia-i5  ,, 
g  I  A  t  claM. 

Antwerp  .    -     ,,    i      -    -         3  30 p.m. 
BruMtU  -    -  - 


,.  6-1$  A.M. ;  4  40  ,, 
..  18  M  ,,  #6-35  .. 
uover  arr.  about  a>  o  pji.  2'  c  a.m 
[)over-  -  -  dep.  3*45  *»  4'3o  »• 
jaedaa  -  -  err.  5-45  .,  '  6-30  ,, 
t  Sunday  eKcepled.      ^  SntufdHy  eaceptrd. 


It  examined  atVlclonn,  d,^-,^--^-- 

ChicnRSSid  OOoe— ViomiA  Statioi 
Cliy  GOee-Ua.  Cmapmm. 


Parie  O&se-'No.  vO*  BovLavAer  oae  Italmiis. 
,  Calaie  Office    Mr.  Tmombmit,  VJee-ConeuL 
BniNds  Offlce— Mr.  Sitppbi.,  M»  Montagne  d«  bi  pour. 
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OFFICIAL 

By  GEOBGE  MEASOM. 


1.  South- Western  Bailwaj  and  its  Branches.    592  pages  of 

Letterpreu.    Two  Huodnd  and  Ei^ty  EngFftvfaigB,  an!  Map. 

2.  The  Isle  of  Wight— Its  Geology,  Clunate,  Antiquities,  and 

Ballway.    One  Hundred  Engravliigs. 


3.  The  above  bound  together,  with  magnificent  Steel  Plate 
Frontispiece,  3b.  6d. 

*Qnite  a  marvel  In  lU  way  on  the  score  of  cheapness,  well  printed  on  excellent  paper,  «i:h 
wood  engravings  of  more  than  averuge  meriL'— J OustraUd  Timm. 

•  Measonfa  Oulde-Books  to  the  South  Wutem  Railway  and  the  IsU  qf  Wigkt  mx%  the  l<^: 
we  have  ever  eeen— they  are  the  veiy  books  for  tourlstsZ—Jfetct  <f  the  WarUL 

Second  EditioDB. 

1.  North-Westem  Bailway  and  its  Branches.    Three  Hundred 

and  Sixty  Engiavings.         om  nXSft&ZVO.  lOvt^^gn^ 

2.  Lancaster  and  Carlisle,  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  and  Gale- 

DONIAN  RA.1LWAYS.    One  Hondred  and  Fifty  Engiavingi. 

oaf s  sxzii&iiro. 

3.  The  above  two  works  bound  together,  1580  pages,   and 

beautiful  Steel  Plate  Frontispiece,  3s.  6d. 

'TUa  nseftil  and  dellgbtAil  volume,  which  Is  a  perfect  marvel  of  Gfaeapneo^  la  preface: 
with  many  interesUng  railway  statistics,  and  useM  directions  to  the  traveller.  Tbe  bnrl. 
indeed,  la  so  useful  and  entertaining  that  every  one  who  hsa  travelled,  or  inteoda  to  txsvrX 
onf^t  to  have  it,  while  he  who  has  made  up  hia  mind  to  stay  at  home  can  find  no  beurr 
substitute  fi>r  tiaveU'— /.tverj»ot  Jftrcury. 


Secood  KdiUons. . 

Great  Western  Bailway  and  its  Branches.    Five  Hundred 

Bosnvlngk  ova  BBX^UOrO.  [OuiffpHnL 


2.  Bristol  and  Exeter,  North  and  South  Devon,  Cornwall,  and 

SOUTH  WALES  RAILWAYS.    Tbree  Hundrad  Engraving*. 

ovB  SBXXiunro. 


3.  The  above  two  works  bound  together,  with  beautiftil  Steel 
Plate  Frontispiece,  ds.  6d. 

*  *•  The  OfBcial  Ulaatraied  Guide  to  the  Great  Western  Bailway"  is  one  of  tba  largeei 
ahllUng's  worths  of  reading  we  ever  saw.  This  interesting  publication  la  a  marval  of  dlnp- 
uMs.  The  illuatrattons  are  well  chosen  and  well  executed,  and  the  lettorpresa  la  vrittcnTn 
the  plain  nnvvnished  style  which  characterises  the  prevlone  works  of  the  observant  tra- 
veller, Mr,  Measom.'— £tt«fo{  Mvrror. 
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II.  .....  ■        ...  .  I  ....  I.   ■ 

OFFICIAL  ILLUSTRATED  RAILWAY  GUIDE-BOOKS— con*mM«^. 
Second  Editions. 

1.  The  South-Eastem  Bailway  and  its  Branebea.    614  pages  of 

LetterpnH.  Two  flnndnd  Sbprnvlnii.  and  beaotifbl  Map. 

2.  Norfbern  of  France,  with  Six  Days  in  Paris.    Magnificent 

Ifapk   Cm  Snndred  EngnTlngB. 

on  mmaaamu. 

3.  The  above  bonnd  together,  982  pages,  with  Maps  and  mag- 

niflcent  Steel  Plate  Frontispiece,  3s.  6d. 

'  Invest  tlie  sum  of  a  shilling  for  eadt  of  the  two  guide-books  above  mentioned ;  and  have 
not  only  an  amusing  and  instructive  companion  for  the  whole  route,  but  save  as  many 
pounds  ss  you  have  spent  preliminary  pence.  The  Northern  of  France  and  Paris  is  by  far 
the  best  guidB-^ooh  we  have  yet  seen  qf  FarU,  and  the  route  there  bT  Boulogne.  The 
books.  In  ftct^  are  well  worthy  a  place  In.any  library.'— A'etos  i^  t*s  World, 

*  Mr.  George  Measom  maintains  his  credit  as  a  railway  topographer  for  travellers  this 
summer,  with  two  OfBdal  Ulustrated  Guides,  one  to  the  8oath'£astem  Railway  and  its 
Branches,  a  ntat  liberal  tkSUinq's  vmik  of  edifieatUm,  the  other  to  the  Northern  Bailway  in 
France.  The  latter  of  these  inclndes  a  very  ckoer  HhutraUd  nmmcary  of  what  may  be  seen 
in  six  days  in  FaTiB*^Sxaminer, 


1.  Oreat  Northern ;  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire ; 

and  MIDLAND  RAILWAYS.    300  Engravlngk    704  Pages  of  Letterpress. 

on  mx&%iira. 

2.  North-Eastem;  North  British;  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow; 

SOOTTISH  CENTRAL;  EDINBURGH.  PERTH,  and  DUNDEE;  SOOTTISH 
NORTH-EASTERN;  and  GREAT  NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND  RAILWAYS.  200 
Engravings.    OSS  P«gos  of  Letterpress. 

on  mauama. 

3.  The  above  bonnd  together,  1482  pages,  with  magnificent 

Steel  Plate  Frontispiece,  ds.  6d« 

'  Truly  marvellously  cheap  productions,  and  they  are  as  good  ss  they  ai«  cheap^  Ibr  they 
contain  a  great  deal  of  valuable  information  about  the  prmdpal  towns  on  the  several  rail- 
ways mentioned.'~Xeecb  InteUi{feneer. 


June  30th,  1866. 

1.  Great  Eastern  Bailway— Cambridge  Line. 

on  maxkLXKQ  avb  smvavcB. 


is  Great  Eastern  Bailway— Colchester  Line. 

on  mmmaxQ  Axrxi  sssvbvob. 


3.  The  above  two  works  bonnd  together,  3s.  6d. 


MESSRS.  CHARLES  GRIFFIN  k  CO.,  STATIONERS*  HALL  COURT. 

%*  Mr.  QEORaB  MEASOM  wlU  tbA  obliged  for  any  local  hiformatlon  of  public  genenil 
interestt  for  embodiment  in  ftitnre  editions  of  the  above  works. 
Potted  AddretSt  9t,  Margartt^s,  Turickcnham,  S.W.—Jimt,  1896. 
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Maj. 


MARIENBERO. 


HYDROPATHIC    ESTABLISHMENT, 

NEAB  rfOPPARD.  ON  THE  RHINE. 

THIS  Establishment  is  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  Rbenlsh  Railway  SUtions  and  Laodin^  Places  of  the  Rhine  Siearoers*  and  Is  placed 
in  the  mo6t  delightful  and  smiling  situation  in  the  whole  of  the  Rhenish  ProTlDoea. 

It  Is  very  close  to  CoblenU.  Ems,  and  Wiesbaden;  and  it  has  been  known  darin^^  the  lass 
25  years  as  one  of  the  first,  most  elegant,  and  largest  Establishments  for  Odd  Water  Core. 
Long  experience,  extraordinary  resnlts,  charming  arrangements  and  luxury,  and,  above  all.  tt<- 
ifc  " 


advantage  of  incomparable  Water,  has  procured  for  this  Kstablishment  an  European  i 

It  is  especially  visited  by  the  Nobility  of  all  countries,  who  seek  this  pleasant  spot  tc 
re-establish  or  strengihen  their  fi&iling  health,  or  to  while  away  most  agreeably  the  r 


NAPLES. 


R.  E.  BEEDLE, 

Sei  ft  867,  BIVIEBA  SI  CHIAIA, 

HOUSE,  COMMISSION,  AND 

GENERAL  AGENT, 

WINE.  ALE.  k  TEA  MERCHANT, 
Ptnd*  Delirery  uid    Forwding  .Agent. 


SWITZERLAN  D. 


ViBltors  to  Ijausazine 

Will  find  accommodation,  with  every  oois- 
fort  and  convenience  as  to  Board.  Lodgioc. 
and  agreeable  Society,  «(•  the  Pension  of 

MADAME  DU  QUE, 
Maisok  du  Gf  Kf  ral  de  la  Habts. 
~^  RcE  Makthbsat. 


LAUSANNE. 

Hotel  Gibbon :  Mr.  Bitter,  Proprietor. 

THIS  First-class  Hotel,  Highly  recommended  in  every 
respect,  is  situated  in  the  best  part  of  the  town,  and  commands  the  finest 
and  most  extensive  views  of  the  Lake,  the  Alps,  and  the  splendid  scenery  around 
Lausanne,  The  teri'aced  garden  adjoining  the  salle-i-manger  is  unsurpassed  by 
any  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  the  favourite  residence  of  Gibbon,  who  wrote 
here  his  History  of  Rome.  From  the  extensive  Garden,  which  is  tastefully  laid  out 
and  attached  to  the  Hotel,  the  view  is  most  grand  and  romantic.  In  fact,  this 
house  will  be  found  to  give  very  superior  accommodation,  and  to  offer  to  travellers 
a  highly  desirable  place  of  residence  or  of  temporary  sojourn. 
PenfiozL  at  Reduced  Prioes  dnring  tiie  Winter. 

BRUSSELS. 

CAE TEE'S  COMMERCIAL  HOTEL  and  TAVERN, 
established  Fifty  Year*,  16  &  18,  PLAGB  DU  MUSEB.  PLACE  ROT  ALE.  has  every 
aocommodstlon  atul  comfort  for  single  Travellers  and  Families,  at  moderate  dmrtfn. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cabter,  who  are  English,  will  pay  every  atteuUon  to  the  wants  and  wiabe» 
of  their  visitors.  Private  Apartments  for  Families,  with  Board.  English  Newspapers. 
Bass's  Ale,  Barclay's  Stout,  and  Aitchenson  and  Cc's  Scotch  Ale,  always  on  draught. 

WIESBADEN. 

HOTEL  D'ANGLETERRE  ;  Proprietor,  Jos.  Bkrthold  ;  near  the 
Promfloade  and  Kodibnumen.  Mixuiral  Walo-  Batlu  rapnUed  by  tha  KaohbnuuMn :  Imm  sal  — .»ii 
Apartmenis  for  FiuniUeR.  and  oxoelleut  Bodrooma  for  dngle  OentlenMn.  ThU  Hoiue  haa  been  known  fcr  imm 
yean  amoni;  th«^ti«  of  EngUth  Viidton  to  Wiesbaden,  and  it  in  siiU  condncted  In  Its  anotait  Rtvle  of  oatSutt 
and  eUagtuaoa,  Highly  noommended  by  tbe  author  of  the  •  Babbles  from  the  Bnnmens  of  HamnT  and  Xarmr'« 
Handbook.  Price  vwy  modente.  After  the  season,  Aputments  are  let  in  this  Hotel  on  tlie  auna  Imvw  m 
prirate  apartments  fn  the  town. 
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DIEPPE. 


GRAND   HOTEL  IMPERIAL 

DE  DIEPPE, 

Oharmmgly  situated  on  the  Beach. 

IT  IS  THE  NEABEST  HOTEL  TO  THE  ENGLISH  STEAMERS ; 

OF  THE  HIGHEST  CLASS  FOR  COMFORT  AND 
CONVENIENCE  ; 

SPECIALLY  DISTINGUISHED  BY  THE  EMPEROR'S 

AUTHORITY  TO  BEAR  THE  TITLE   OF  "IMPERIAL," 

AND  BY  THE  EMPEROR'S  ARMS. 


SPECIAL  TERMS  WITH  FAMILIES, 

BY  THE  WEEK  OB  FOR  THE  SEASON. 


PRIVATE  CARRIAGES  BELONGING  TO  THE  HOTEL. 

The  Cellar  oontaine  very  Old  Wines,  and  also  Wines  of  First  Quality, 
of  the  Best  Vintages. 


Inclusive  Terms  for  the  Winter  Months  (November  till  June), 
Qs,  Qd,  per  day ;  Children  and  Servants  Half-price. 

\PRIVATE    SITTING-ROOM^    FOR    FAMILIES. 
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BATHS    OF    ST.   GERVAIS, 

IN    SAVOY. 


Mineral  Waters,  Sulphureous,  Alkaline,  and 
Pui^thre. 


THE  BATHS  OF  ST.  GER7AI3  an  litiMted  at  the  foot  of  Mont  Blanc,  in 
the  midst  of  the  finest  soenery  of  Sftvojr,  doee  to  Sallenches,  the  Valley  of 
Chamoani,  and  five  hours  from  GentviL 

The  Waters  of  St.  GerTais,  sulphui^raa  as  those  of  Aix,  alkaline  as  thoM  of 
Vichy,  purgative  as  those  of  Seidlitz,  fulfil  all  the  purposes  of  those  Mineral  Waters^ 
and  cure — 

latly,  A  large  numher  of  diseases  of  the  Skin. 
2Bdiy.  Chronio  aflwtioni  of  the  Throat,  and  Asthma. 
3rdly.  Nervousness,  and,  in  particular,  diseases  of  the  Digastive  Organs. 
4tlily.  Obstructions,  Congestion  of  tlie  Liver  and  Uterus. 
5th]y.  Certain  forms  of  Rheumatism. 
6thly.  Plethora,  Abdominal  Affections,  and  Hypochondiia. 
Chalybeate  Spring, 
The  Season  is  prom  the  1st  June  till  30th  September. 


HANDBOOK   TO   THE    PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 
Lately  published,  in  small  8vo.,  price  e«., 

THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  CALENDAR  FOB  1865. 

EDITED  BT  A  GRADUATE  OF  OXFORD. 

This  Work  Is  intended  to  ItmlBh  annually  a  fttller  and  more  oomprebensive  aoooont  of  our 
Public  and  other  great  Sdiools  than  may  be  obtained  from  souroes  usually  available. 

It  speaks  of  the  Government  and  Endowments  of  the  Schools ;  of  the  oourse  of  Study,  and 
the  methods  of  teaching  adopted ;  of  the  Examinations,  Prizes.  Scholarships,  and  Exliibltfoos. 
giving  lists  of  University  Honours  from  1K60  inclusive ;  of  the  IHscipliae,  Recreattans.  and 
Vacations ;  of  Religious  Instruction,  and  Chapel  Services.  It  also  gives  fliU  paiticoUus  of 
the  Charges  of  each  School,  specifying  the  optional  Studies,  and  extra  Faymenta. 

An  Almanac  of  School  Times,  te.,  is  prefixed. 

RiyiNGTONS,  LONDON.  OXFORD.  AND  CAMBRIDGE. 


VICHY-LES-BAINS. 


A^ 


GRAND   H6tEL   DU    PARC, 

Proprietor,    ME.    GEEMOT, 
Opposite  the  Baths  and  the  Park. 
S  in  Paris  and  London,  Viohy  has  its  Grand  Hotiil.    The  Grand  Hotel  du  Pare 
of  Vichy»  for  comfort,  elegance,  and  oonvenienoe,  is  equal  to  any  of  the  large 


Hotels  of  Paris  or  London. 

SUITES  OF  APARTMENTS  FOR  FAMHiISS. 
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FRIBOURQj    IN    SWITZERLAND. 

HOTEL  de  FEIBOUEG— FREBTJEGEE  EOF, 

a  first-class  hotel, 
Kept  bx  MONS.  MONNEY, 

FORMERLT  MASTEB  OF  THE  HdTEL  AUX  MKROtKRB. 


This  yast  Hotel,  newly  built,  was  opened  Jannaiy  Itt,  1861.  It  is  arranged  on 
tjie  plan  of  all  the  grand  establishments  of  the  same  class.  It  is  situatad  in  the 
Upper  Town,  facing  a  Public  Square,  close  to  the  Railway  Station.  It  commands 
a  tine  view  of  the  Alps,  Mont  Blanc,  Sic.  Tourists  for  pleasure  and  Travellert  on 
business  will  find  erery  suitable  comfort  and  convenience  at  the  ffdtel  de  Fnbovrg^ 
and  at  moderate  charge.  Apartments  for  Family  Parties.  Private  Sitting  Rooms. 
Billiard  and  Coffee  Rooms.  Botha  of  all  kinds  close  at  hand.  Foragn  Newspapers. 
Carriages  for  Excursions  in  the  neighbourhood.  Table-d*H6te  at  12*30,  3.fis. ; 
at  5  o'clock,  4  fn.  Rooms  from  1  fr.  50  c.  to  4ir.  TIcketo  to  hear  the  Great 
Organ  may  be  had  in  the  house. 


PASSAGE    OF    MONT    CENIS. 

SUSA  TO  ST.  MICHEL 

(and  vice  vend). 

MR.  JOSEPH  BORGO. 

Carriages  can  be  obtained  for  the  crossing  of  Mont  C^nin,  from  Snsa 
to  St  Michel,  or  vice  versa,  on  application  to  Mr.  Jobeph  Boboo  at 

SUSA— Hdtel  de  France. 

ST.  MIGHEL-^RaUway  Station  and  H6tel  de  l*Union. 

TURIN— Grand  H6tel  de  FEurope. 

Carriages  of  all  kinds,  to  hold  2,  4,  5,  and  7  persons. 

Travellers  will  find  this  the  most  comfortable  and  least  fatiguing 
way  of  crossing  this  mountain,  the  passage  being  made  in  the  same 
time  as  by  the  CouBreR. 
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HEIOELBERQ. 

COURT  OF  BADEN  HOTEL 

(Badikhkb  Hof). 
Hi.  L.  BIEBIVOSB,  Fropriotor. 


Thu  first-rate  EBtablishment,  Bltnated  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  at  an  equally  < 
distance  fh>m  the  Railway  Station  and  Castle,  posseeees  the  advantage  of  a  beantifBl  ganien. 
and  is  particularly  renowned  for  its  superior  acoommodation,  exoeileot  table,  genuine  winea, 
cleanlinens.  and  modemte  charges.  The  English  Church  and  Post  OfDoe  are  dose  to  It.  Bead* 
ing  Room,  which  is  supplied  with  English  and  American  Newspapers.  Kr.  L.  BtEinsois^  thm 
Proprietor,  who  speaks  English,  as  well  as  his  attendants,  is  anxious  to  make  tiavdlerB  am 
comfortsble  as  prasible.  Most  adyantageous  arrangementi  are  made  for  Board  and  T 
during  the  winter  months. 


PARIS. 

WS.  KIRKLAND  and  CO.,  27,  Rue  de  Richelieu,  receive  Subscript 
•  tions  lUMl  AdTwrdMments  for  THK  THIES.  and  all  other  KagUih  ud  Ameiton  Nein|a«ien.  Iff 
xlncM,  and  Pcaiodicala.  List  of  prices  on  demand.  Bngliah  Books  at  London  Piioas.  MnriM't  and  BmA- 
■haw'd  Gnttksi.  ToaiMii  can  rabicrlbe  for  mny  short  period  to  all  the  KngUah  Newmpan  and  ICafaaiiMa.  Ar. 
One  Month's  Sabscrlption  for  Franoe,  Belfrinm.  and  Switzerland— "The  Tlines.*  litr.-,  'IDutratad  LodAm 
Nowv,'  4  fr.  For  Germany  Italy,  and  Spain,  •  The  Tiroes,'  15  tr.;'  lUnstrated  London  News.  6tt.  A  paxcel 
twice  a  week  flrom  London  ;  bi-weekly  fhnn  New  York.  Oommlasions  exeented  fbr  all  kinds  at  biidfati  ar- 
tieks,  and  rappUed  In  any  part  of  the  Continent.    LOKDON  OFFICE.  SS.  BALISBUBT  STBXET.  STBASDl 


FRANKFORT-UPON-THE-MAINE. 

UNION  HOTEL,  formerly  the  Werdenbusch.  This  first- 
class  Hotel  is  agreeably  situated  In  sight  of  the  Theatre,  and  at  the  same  time  doae  to 
the  Railway  Stations.  Superb  Apartments  for  Royal  and  Noble  Families,  and  OcManCsctsbla 
Rooms  to  suit  all  purses. 


ANTWERP. 

HOTEL    ST.    ANTOINE, 

PLACE    VERTE. 


THIS 
VE 


HIS  FIEST-CLASS   HOTEL,  bo  well  known  to  TRA- 

ELLER3,  affords  extensive  accommodation  of  the  best  description. 

THE  WINES,  which  hare  been  selected  with  great  care  and  judgment  bj 
Mr.  Schmiit-Spaenhoven,  have  obtained  for  this  Hotel  an  Emt>pean  reputation. 

A  Superior  Cuisine  and  Table  d'Hote. 

Carriages  of  every  description. — Attentive  Servants, 
Beadlnc  Roomy  anpplled  with  Bng^Uah  mnd  Freach  Pmpcn. 
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METZ. 


H^TEL    I>E    L^EXJItOPE. 

KB.  XOHIEB,  FBOPBIETOB. 

This  fint-nite  Hotel,  mnch  fteqiBented  hy  Famaies  and  OenUemen.  dtnated  in  the  finest 
part  of  the  town,  near  the  Railway  SCaUon  and  Promenade,  la  replete  with  every  comfort  : 
the  apartmenti  are  tastefiilly  and  eleganUy  furnished.  It  is  celebrated  for  Its  cleanliness, 
good  attendance,  and  reasonable  prices.  Saloons,  Reading,  and  Refreshment  Rooms ;  Table 
d'HOte  at  1  and  6  o'clock ;  Breakfasts  and  Dhmers  at  all  hours.  Advantageous  arrangements 
made  with  Families  during  the  Winter  Season.  In  firont  of  the  Hotel  there  is  a  fine  extensive 
garden  and  large  court-yard.  Baths  and  carriages  In  the  Hotel.  Omnibuses  and  carriages 
belonging  to  the  Hotel  convey  paasengen  to  and  firom  the  Railway  SUtion.  English,  French, 
Italian,  and  German  q;Mken.    Moderate  prices. 

MILAN. 


Hotel    Cavoxir,    Place    Cavoixr, 

Opposite  the  Public  Gardens. 

PSOPBIXTOBS-J.  8TJABDI  AlTD  CO. 

This  new  and  magnificent  EstaUishment  is  fitted  up  with  every  modem  appliance,  and 
situated  hi  the  finest  and  most  pleasant  part  of  the  City,  close  to  the  SUtion,  the  Grand 
Theatre,  the  National  Museum,  and  the  Protestant  Church.  The  interior  is  perfect,  and  com- 
prlses  Baths  on  each  floor,  a  Smoking  and  a  Reading  Room  suiq)lled  with  foreign  newspapers. 
Excellent  Table-d'HOte.  Charges  veiy  moderate  and  affixed  in  each  room.  The  Manager 
wIU  n»re  no  endeavours  to  make  travellers  comfortablOi    Omnibus  of  the  Hotel  at  the 

arrival  of  all  tnOns.    To  be  opened  In  May.  

Xanager— G.  VALLETTA. 

TOURS. 
GRAND   h6tEL   DE   BORDEAUX. 

PBOPBIETOB-XB.  FLETTBT. 

Thk  FiniKJass  Hotel  is  sitaated  on  the  Boale\'ard,  opposite  the  Railway  Station. 
The  acoommodatioD  at  this  Hotel  is  most  comfortable,  and  suitable  for  Families  or 
single  GentlemeD ;  and  no  efforts  will  be  spai^  by  the  Proprietor  to  render  his 
Patrons*  staj  at  his  Hotel  both  pleasant  and  satisfiictory. 

Baths  m  the  Hotel,    English  spoken. 


VIENNA. 

LE0F0LD8TADT. 

Contains  QOO  richly  fmnlshed  Apartments,  varying  in  price  fh>m  6  Florins  to  50  Reich- 
thalen,  together  with  Coffee,  Billiaid,  and  Smoking  Rooms,  also  Saloons  for  Reading  and 
Rfcreatlon.  provided  with  all  the  best  Journals  of  England,  Germany,  and  France.  Fbst 
Offloe,  Government  Telegraph  Office,  and  Photographic  Studio  on  the  Premises.  ResUurant 
h  la.  carU,  at  fixed  prtoes  at  aU  hoars.  Eleguit  carriages  always  ready  fur  the  convenience 
of  travellera,  and  Onmlbnses  constantly  running  to  the  RaUway  StaUons.  This  Hotel,  the 
laiwst  in  Vienna*  olfera  the  most  desirable  advantages  to  traveUers,  as,  hiespectlve  of  its 
exceUeni  aecoonnodaUonb  It  Is  sitaated  In  the  most  pleasant  and  finest  part  of  the  town. 

JHsuBsiffen  and  Pr^priel^nt  IHnch  mad  JHUiyer. 
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ANTWERP. 

HdTEL  DU  GRAND  LABQUREUR, 

PLACE  DE  MEm,  26. 

THIS  old-established  and  highly-recommended  Hotel,  which 
has  been  oonsiderably  enlarged,  is  sitoated  in  the  finest  and  healthiest  square 
of  the  citj  of  Antwerp;  its  cieanlineas  and  the  excellencj  of  the  tabk^i'hote  and 
wines,  added  to  the  attention  and  civility  shown  to  all  visitors,  have  made  it 
deservedly  popular. 

HOT  An  COLD  BATHS. 

ENGLISH   AND   PKENCH  NEWSPAPERS. 

LYONS. 
GRAND  HOTEL  DE  L70N, 

RUE  IMPfiRIALE,  AND  PLACE  DE  LA  BOURSE. 

mwO  HUNDRED  BEDROOMS,  and  TWENTY  SALOONS,  in  every  Variety; 
-'-  LsifS  and  Small  ApartmenU  for  Families,  elegantly  flimished ;  Saloons  for  OttcU 
Rflceptlons ;  OonvenaUooal  and  Reading  Rooms ;  Coffee  and  Smoking  Divan ;  Bafhs;  Privttte 
Carriages,  Omnibuses,  Restaurant;  Service  In  the  Apartments,  &  la  Oorti,  or  at  fixed  prteea. 

JLZOk   ZiJjrOUAOBS   8»OJUBir. 

The  GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LTON  is  too  Important  and  too  well  known  to  require  liOa* 
didons  praise :  It  sollloes  to  stote  that  It  cost  nearly  THREE  MILLIONS  OF  FRAlf CS, 
and  that  the  accommodation  is  of  so  comfortable  and  tuurious  a  character  as  to  attract  the 
notice  of  all  visitors. 

Altboi«h  tte  GRAND  HOTEL  DE  LTON  aflbrda  tlw  moat  elegsnt  aceommodslleo  for 
the  highest  ctaases.  It  is  flt«quentsd  by  vislton  of  the  humblest  preteosiODSk  Booms  at  Sfra.. 
very  comfortably  ftimlshed. 

TABLE  D'HOTE  at  4  fn.  In  Qoaaeqnenoe  of  the  Propriebm  having  oontrMled  with  the 
Berdeanz  and  Burgmdy  Wtoe^rowera  ftr  supplies  of  their  Best  Wines,  qualities  of  the 
flnt  vintsgss  may  be  had  at  this  Hotel  at  moderate  prloes.  Since  Ae  Hotel  has  beah  to  the 
taanxto  of  new  Proprieton,  instead  of  a  Company,  fhe  reduction  they  have  made  In  Che  prfOBs 
prododea  them  from  paying  Fees  to  the  Cab  and  Coach  Drivers  at  (he  Railway  Statieii. 
Trsfailen  am  therefore  laquealed  to  besr  in  mfaid  thai  the  Gmnd  HOtel  de  I^ran  Is  silnaled 
in  the  oasAn  e(  ttM  Boa  Impfeiale  asv  tin  JBiak  of  Fssase^  and  oppaitts  tka  BikMa  of  tha 
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WILDBAD. 

{Five  Leagues  from  Pforzheim,) 


Hotel  Klumpp,  fonnerly  Hotel  de  rOurs, 

Me.  W-  KLUMPP,  Peoeeietoe. 


^rHIS  First-class  Hotel,  containing  36  Salons,  and  170  Bed- 

J-  rooms,  with  a  separate  Breakfast  and  Keadinj^  Room,  as  well  as  a  reiy 
extenslTe  and  eleoant  iHning  Room,  Artificial  Garden  over  the  River,  is  situated 
opposite  the  Bath  and  Conversation  House,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinitj  of  the 
Promenade.  It  is  celebrated  for  its  elegant  and  comfortable  apartments,  good 
cuisine  and  cellar,  and  deserves  its  wide-spread  reputation  as  an  excellent  hotel. 
Table-d'hdte  at  One  and  Five  o'clock.     Broikfasta  and  Suppers  k  la  carte. 

EXCHAiraE  OFFICE. 
Correspondeat  of  the  principal  BanklDg^houses  of  London  ibr  the  payment  of 
Circular  Notes  and  Letters  of  Credit.  During  the  season  it  is  the  office  of  the 
Diligence  to  Pforzheim  Station  of  the  Baden  Railway,  which  leaves  Wildbad  for 
the  Courrier  and  Express  Trains,  and  returns  from  Pforzheim  after  the  arrival  of 
these  trains.  Through  Tidcets  issued,  and  Baggage  Registered,  to  and  from  most 
of  the  principal  towns. 

SPA;  BELGIUM. 
HOTEL    de' FLAN  ORE. 

MB.SUBY,  PdlBE,  PBOI'BIETOB. 

Contains  0ns  Uunobed  and  Fifty  Bbdrooms  andTwxznr-FiVE  SnriHG  Rooms,  furnished 
in  modem  style  and  taste. 

THIS  Establishment  enjoys  the  patronage  of  the  best  Families 
on  the  Continent,  and  of  England.  It  Is  sltudted  in  tbe  most  healthy  part  of  the  town  ; 
and  recommends  itself  from  Its  KXCELLENT  CUISINE  and  the  politeness  of  its  proprietor. 
From  its  mimerous  and  vast  Apartments,  Mr.  Sury  is  able  to  receive  the  laigesl  Families  at 
any  time  during  the  season.  A  GOOD  CELLAR.  Fine  Garden.  Omnlbos  for  arrivals  and 
deparinres.    '  The  Times '  newspaper  taken  In. 


TREVES;  ON  THE  MOSELLE. 

HOTEL   DE    LA    MAISON    ROUQE 
(Bothes  Hans  in  Trier). 

PROPRIE'TOR,  Mr.  JOSEPH  BECKEE. 

SINCE  1861  this  Hotel  has  been  greatly  enlarged.  It  is 
situated  in  the  principal  market-place,  and  offers  to  Tourists  and  large 
Families  every  comfoi-t  and  convenience.  •  The  Times  *  and  *  L'Independance ' 
taken  in  during  the  season.    Apartments  from  If.  dOc  to  of. 
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ALICANTE   (Spain). 
GRAND  HOTEL  BOSSIO,  Paseo  de  la  Beina. 

T^HIS  fine  Establishment,  so  much  patronized  by  Travellere,  is  situated 

-^  In  the  oentro  of  the  town,  in  fnmt  at  the  Theatre.  Entirely  remodelled  In  1862  hf  111  Prapriakr.  Mr. 
Bowio,  it  often  to  Tntvolleni  erery  adT&ntace,  m  much  tar  Urn  elepuit  aiiwIjiMiiti  m  f6r  n  oomftrlk  "Baaam 
at  all  prices.    CkM  on  the  Boulevard. 


ANGOULEME  (Charente,  France). 
GRAND  HOTEL  DU  PALAIS,  Place  da  Hnrier, 

Mb.  YALLENllN.  Pbopbiror. 
^HIS  first-class  Hotel  for  Families  and  Gentlemen  is  admirably  situated,  and 
•^     afibrds  excellent  accommodation  at  reasonable  prices. 


BADEN-BADEN. 
H6tel  de  HoUande :  Proprietor,  A.  Roessler. 

'pHIS  favourite  and  iirst-class  Hotel,  situated  near  the  KursaaL  Pro- 

-1-     menade,  and  Theatre,  oomnuuds  one  of  the  most  charming  views  in  Baden.    The  inereaee  aChoakatm 
rendering  it  mxeamry  to  enlaroo  iho  Hotel,  it  now  consists  of  mote  than  a  hondrad  sleeping  apBi 
elegant  sTttingorooms,  and  a  gaiden  for  the  use  of  liritors.    It  la  oondncted  under  the  Immcdiala  i 


teixlenoe  of  the  Proprietor,  who  endeavoani,  by  the  moat  strict  attention  and  4  , 

merit  the  contiiined  patronage  of  English  vuitors.    Oalignanl's  and  other  Jonmals.     Tfaa  Wlnea  at  i 

are  reputed  of  the  best  quality  in  Baden.    Fixed  moderate  charges  for  everything. 

BrcakfiMt,  Oafii.  S6  krentzen ;  Tea.  42  kxs.    Table  d'Hrtte  at  One,  1  fl.  24  kr. ;  at  IVes,  1  fl.  48  kr. 

Mr.  RoEHUX,  remaining  sole  Ftx^nletor,  will  spare  no  pains  to  deserve  the  copfldenoe  afBo^Ush  TtevcOan. 
English  is  spoken. 

Opea  dvrlHi^  the  Winter. 

BIARRITZ.     ' 


h6tEL    de    FRANCE, 

And  the  magnificent  Maison  Garderes. 

Peopriktob,  Mb.  GABDEKES. 

^^HESE  two  first-class  Establishments  are  delightfully 
situated  on  the  Beach,  in  front  of  the  Imperial  Ch&tean,  the  Baths,  and  in 
the  oentre  of  the  Pit>menades.  They  are  fuinished  in  a  most  superior  style,  with 
every  comfort  and  convenience  that  can  be  desired  by  English  or  American  Tra* 
vellers.    Moderate  charges.    The  Proprietor  speaks  English. 

Carriages  fbr  Exenrsioiis  in  the  Fyreneee  and  fipein. 

Table-d'H6te.    <  The  Times '  newspaper. 


1865.  MURRAY'S  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER.  49 

TURIN.. 

GRAND  HOTEL  DE  L'EUROPE. 

PROPRIETORS— 

MESSRS.   BOMTTI  AND   OASALEGWJIO. 

Situated^  Place  da  Chateau,  opposite  the 
King's  Palace. 


npmS  unrivalled  and  admirably  conducted  Hotel 
-^  has  been  entirely  refurnished  to  afford  great  comfort, 
and  in  the  very  best  taste,  and  thus  peculiarly  recommends 
itself  to  the  notice  of  English  travellers, 

EXCELLENT  TABLE  D'HOTE,  at  5^  o'clock. 

Without  "Wine,  4  fr. ;  Dinner  in  Apartments,  6  fr. ;  Breakfast, 
with  Tea  or  Coffee  and  Eggs,  2  fr. 


Interpreters  Speaking  all  the  European  Languages. 


CHABaES   MOBEBATB. 


XJIE    XI]»£E:»    BrESTr^SPw^LPER. 


An  Omnibus  from  the  Hotel  will  be  found  at  every 


^ 
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London  and  Sonth-Westem  Bailway. 

LONDON  STATION,  WATERLOO  BRIDGE. 
The  Cheap  and  Fioturesque  Boute  to 

PARIS,  ROUEN,  HONFLEUR,  AND  CAEN, 

Vid  SOUTHAMPTON  and  HA  VRE. 

(For  Dajs  and  Hours  of  Departure,  which  vaiy,  aee  Monthly  Time  BUla.) 

Faru  throughout  (London  and  Flaria)— Fast  Clas8»  28/0 ;  Sioon>  Class,  StO/0> 
Jtetwm  Tickett  (available  for  one  month)— Fmsr  Class,  60/0  •  Seookd  Class^  36/0- 


JERSEY,  GUERNSEY,  AND  ST.  MALO, 

MATTi  8EItVlCE» 

Vid   SOUTHAMPTON— The  favourite  Boute. 
Every  Mod  day,  Wednesday,  and  Friday. 

/brei  Oaymghuui  (London  and  Jersey  or  Guernsey)— 31/0  Futsr ;  ai/O  Saocnrp  Cl\». 

Return  Tickett  (available  for  One  Month)-ft8/0  FiBsr  ;  or  38/0  Sbooko  Clas. 

Tfte  Last  Train  from  London  in  time  for  the  Steainer$  leatet  at  8.30  |>.ffi. 

For  fbrther  information  apply  to  Mr.  Howe.  3,  Place  Vendftme.  Parte.— Mr.  LanjEBti', 
47,  Grand  Qual,  Havre. — Mr.  Enault,  Honfieur. — Mr.  E.  D.  Le  Couteur,  Jersey. — N' 
Rarbet.  Gueraocy. — CapUin  Gaudin,  St.  Malo. — Or  to  Mr.  E.  K.  Oo&kb»  Steam  Pftcii; 
Superintendent,  Southampton. 


SWISS   COURIERS' 

AND  TRAVELLING   SERVANTS'  SOCIETY, 

T>EG  to  inform  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  should  they  require  tl.e 
■*^  services  of  a  Courier  or  Travelling  Servant,  only  those  whose 
characters  have  borne  the  strictest  investigation,  both  as  regaixii 
sobriety,  honesty,  and  general  good  conduct,  have  been  admitted  into 
the  Society,  and  who  are  capable  of  fulfilling  their  duties  efficiently. 
The  Society  therefore  ventures  to  solicit  your  patronage,  and  hopes  to 
deserve  your  future  favours. 

AU  information  may  he  obtained  (^  tJie  Secretary^ 

HENRY  MASSEY,  Stationer, 

103,    PARK    STREET,    GROSVENOR    SQUARE. 


Bstabliahed  IWO* 
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TO  CONTINENTAL  TRAVELLERS. 


DORRELL  &  SON'S 

16,    CHABING    CBOSS,    S.W. 

ZSvery  Information  given  respectinfl:  Travellins  on  the  Continent. 


fnnch  and  Italian 
Bkitisr  Subjbcts  yUft- 
in^;  the  CoDUn«nt  will 
save  trouble  and  expense 
by  obtaining  tbelr  Pau- 
ports  through  the  above 
^genqr.  No  personal 
attendance  Is  required, 
and  country  residents 
may  have  their  Pass- 
ports forwarded  through 
the  posL  A  'PAasroBT 
PBOdPECTDSk'  containing 
every  particular  in  de- 
Jte,  Obtaining 


ipokan,  and  Coxrespondenoe  caxriad  on  ia  either  Langnafe. 

tail,  by  poat»  on  applica- 
tion. 

Passports  Mounted, 
and  enclosed  in  Cases, 
M'lth  the  name  of  the 
bearer  impressed  in  gold 
on  the  outside;  thus  af- 
fording security  against 
i^Juty  or  loss,  and  pre- 
venting delay  in  the 
frequent  examination  of 
the  Passport  when  tra- 
velling. 

PcMpori,  u. :  FiKu,  If.  each,    Catet^  lt.6d.tobt,  eaeh. 


THE   LATEST    EDITJONS    OF    MURRAY'S    HANDBOOKS. 

Xngliih  and  Foreiffn  Stationery,  Diaio^e  Books.  Conrien'  Bags,  Foeket- 
books  and  Purses  of  every  description,  Travelling  Inkstands,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  Articles  nsefU  for  Travellers. 


XHJB    A.XHJEN-aBTJM:. 


EVERY  SATURDAY,  OF  ANY  BOOIffiELLER  OR  NEWS  AGENT, 

PBICE  THBJSEPENCE. 

£ach  Half 'Yearly  Volume  complete  in  itself,  with  Title-Page  and  Index, 

THE   ATHENJEUM 

JOURNAL    OF    ENGLISH    AND    FOREIGN    LITERATURE, 
SCIENCE,   AND  THE    FINE    ARTS. 

Contains  : — Reviews  of  every  important  New  Book — Reports  of  the  Learned 
Societies-^AUTHENTIO  Accounts  of  Scientific  Voyages  and  Expeditiona  — 
Foreign  Correspondence  on  Subjects  relating  to  Literature,  Science,  and  Art 
—Criticishs  on  art,  Music,  and  Drama — Biographical  Notices  of  dis- 
tingaished  Men— Original  Papers  and  Poems— Weekly  Gossip. 

THB  ATHSVJEUX  is  so  conducted  that  the  reader,  however  distant,  is,  in 
respect  to  Literature,  Science,  and  Art,  on  an  equality  in  point  of  infoimation  with 
the  best-informed  circles  of  the  Metropolis. 

Subscription  for  Twelve  Months,  13s. ;  Six  Months,  65.  6d.  If  required  to  be 
sent  by  Post,  the  Postage  extra. 

Ofioe  for  Advertisements— 

20,  WELLINGTON  STREET,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 

a  SI 
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ENGLISH  AND   GERMAN  SOCIETi^ 

OF 

COURIERS  AND  TRAVELLING  SERVANTS, 

440,   WEST   STRAND, 

LONDON,  W.C. 


rpHR  NOBILITY  and  GENTRY  are  most  respectfully  iDfomied  that, 
doefHy  impressed  with  the  i^esponsible  daties  devolving  upon  Couriers  nn>'! 
Travelling  Servants,  a  limited  number  of  respectable  Englishmen  and  Germ-i:i« 
hare  formed  themselves  into  a  Society,  to  which  no  Member  is  eligible  unless  ot' 
strict  Integrity,  general  information,  experience,  and  good  behaviour  in  previoi.^ 
engagements,  which  can  be  authenticated  by  reference  t«  Employers. 

At  the  same  time  they  beg  to  inform  the  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  Families  that 
experienced  SeiTants  of  the  above  class,  of  the  highest  character  and  integrity,  n\^r 
be  engaged  at 

LEE  &  CARTER'S 

440,  WEST  STRAND,  W.C, 

where  a  large  collection  of 
MURRAY'S     AND    OTHER     QUIOE8, 

MAPS,  DICTION^ARIES,  DIALOGUES,  &c.,  IN  ALL  LANGUAGKi^, 

And  everything  requii-etl  by  Travellers,  is  kept  in  great  variety, 

AND    ALL    INFORMATION    A BOUT^  PASSPORTS    CAN     BE    OBTAINCa 
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LAKE  OF  COMO,  BELLAGQIO. 

OltEAT    BltlT^IlV    HOTEL. 

LARGE  and  Small  Apartments,  Heading,  Billiard,  and 
Smoking  Room?,  Baths  ia  the  Hotel  and  on  the  Lake.  Divine  Service  accord 
ing  to  the  Lstablished  Church  thi-oughout  the  year.  This  Hotel  is  beautifully 
^ituated,  enjoying  at  once  a  full  and  splendid  view  of  the  Lake  and  of  the  villab 
Meizi,  Serbelloni,  and  Sommai'iva. 

The  Hotel,  having  been  recently  enlarged,  will  aflford  every  possible  comfort  to 
strangei-8  during  their  stay  on  the  Lake. 

Froprietario:  A.  MELLA. 

CANNES. 


GHt.A.Y^S     FA1MEIL.Y     HOTEL. 

'^pmS  favourite  establishment  (which  is  open  all  the  year) 

^  is  situated  on  the  beach,  commanding  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  combines  the  quiet  and  comfoi-t  of  a  piivate  house  with  the  elegance  of  a  First- 
class  Hotel.  *  The  Times,*  '  Illustrated  Loudon  News,'  and  *  Punch'  are  taken  in. 
Facilities  for  Sea-bathing.  Direct  communication  by  rail  with  Mai-seilles  in  5} 
houra,  and  with  Nice  in  1  hour. — ^N.B.  The  Proprietor  is  English. 


CHAMBEBY, 

HOTEL   r>E    FRAJVCE. 

Mr.  CHIRON,  Proprietor. 

ANEW  Establishment,  situated  npon  the  Quay  Nesiu,  in 
an  open,  airy  situation,  close  to  the  Railway  Station.     Lai*gc  and  small 
Apu-tments,  scrupulously  cleau. 

TaUe  d*Hdt6  at  11  and  6  o*cIook. 


GENEVA. 

HOTEL  r>E   TuA,  COtJROlVlVE. 

PROPRffiTOR,  Mr.  CAUL  ALDINGER. 
T^HIS  ESTABLISHMENT,  of  the  FIRST  EANK,  newly 

J-  furnished  thi-oughout,  situated  in  front  of  the  magnificent  bridge  of  Mont 
Blanc  and  the  English  Garden,  enjoys  a  most  extended  riew  upon  Lake  Leroan  and 
Mont  Blanc 

*  English  and  American  newspapers.  Table  d'HSte  at  1,  5,  and  7  o'clock. 
Omnibus  of  the  Hotel  to  meet  all  Ti-ains. 
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P    A    U. 
THE    ElVCHLiISH    J^JkJSJi. 

Established  in  1852. 

MUSGRAVE  CLAT  ft  CO.,  late  WM.  TAYLOR  ft  CO., 

19,    RUE    LATAPIK 

Agent  to  all  the  London  Bankei-s.     London  Agents,  The  Union  Bank  of  Londx^a. 

P    A    U. 
LE    CmJLlSfTy    HOTEL. 

AVENUE  GRAND  HOTEL. 

ON  the  FIRST  of  SEPTEMBER,  1865,  Opening   of  Xh 
Grand  Hotel.     Lai*ge  and  Small  Apartments.     140  Bed  Koonxs;    14 
Lai^e  Saloons;  12  Small  Saloons;  12  Dining  Rooms. 

Southern  aspect,  fiicing  the  magnificent  panoiuma  of  the  Pyrenees.     Stndfs: 
attention  to  comfort.     Near  the  English  and  Scotch  Churches. 

Furnished— VILLA  MON  PAYS,  opposite  the  Chiteau  Henri  TV, 

IRELAND. 

101 

AJVTItIM:    AI^IMES    HOTEL, 

PORTRUSH. 

UPWARDS  of  100  APARTMENTS.  Noble  Coffee  BAX^n 
and  Saloon.  Billiaixi  and  Smoking  Rooms.  Most  of  the  Apartments  iV- 
the  Sea.  Table  d'Hote  daily.  Vehicles  to  the  Giant's  Causeway  and  back  ^j 
from  the  Hotel.  An  Omnibus  attends  nil  Trains  and  Steamers  to  oonveT  Vi5*t<  rt 
to  the  above  Hotel  Free.  Bed  Rooms,  25.,  3s.;  Sitting  Rooms  from 'S*.  to  > 
Attendance,  all  Servants  included.  Is.  per  day.  Breakfasts  from  Is.  6<f.  Dincf 
from  3s.     French  Spoken, 


BADEN-BADEN. 
VICTORIA     HOTE  L.. 

Proprietor,  Xr.  TBASZ  6BIMH0LZ. 

THIS  is  one  of  the  finest  bnilt  and  best  furnished  First-cla^' 
Hotels,  situated  on  the  new  Promenade,  near  the  Kursaal  and  Theatw  ; 
commands  the  most  charming  views  in  Baden.     It  is  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  b^ 
Hotels  in  Germany.     The  Table  and  Wines  are  excellent,  with  prompt  attradAr  - 
and  gi^t  civility.     Prices  very  moderate.     English  and  other  Journals. 
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RECONNOITERER"  CLASS 


SALOM'S  NEW  OPERA  and  FIELD  GLASS,  and  THE 
RBOONNOITERER  GLASS,  price  10«.  lOrf.,  sent  ttee.  This  'Tourist's  Favourite/ 
through  eztnordfnary  division  of  labour,  distinctly  shows  smaU  windows  10  miles  off,  land- 
scape at  30  miles,  Jupiter's  moons,  kc 

F.  H.  Fawkes,  of  Famley  Hall,  Esq. :  "  I 
I  never  before  met  an  article  that  so  com* 
'  pletely  answered  the  recommendation  of  Its 
maker ;  nor.  although  I  have  tried  many  a 
I  Glass,  combining  so  much  power  for  its  size 
'  with  so  much  clearness." 


■The 


Thb  Marquess  of  CAioocAirniRN 
Reconnoiterer  Is  very  good." 
Rev.  Lord  Scaksdalb  "approves  of  It' 
LuBD  0 ITFOBD,  of  Ampney :  **  Most nseftd." 
LoED  Gabvaoh  :  "  Remarkably  good." 
Sib  Diobt  Caylet,  of  Brampton :   "  It 
gives  me  complete  satisfaction,  and  Is  won- 
derfully good.'' 

Major  Siarket,  of  Wrenbury  Hall,  Nant- 
wich:  "Quite  as  powerful  as  that  for  which 
I  gave  5{.  6«." 

Capt.  SniDBT,  Royal  Small  Anns  Factoiy, 
Enfield  Lock,  "presents  his  compliments  to 
Messrs.  Salom  k  Ca.  and  begs  to  enclose 
10«.  lOd.  for  a  Reoonnoiterer  Glass,  having 
Just  tried  that  sent  to  Lieut.  Hopkins,  and 
found  it  effective  at  the  lOOo-yards  range." 

The  celebrated  "HYTHE 
price  31 ». 
••  Salom," 


Thb  Field:  ''We  have  carefully  tried  it 
<  at  an  800-yard  rifle  range  against  all  the 
I  Glasses  possessed  by  members  of  the  Corps, 
,  and  found  it  ftilly  equal  to  any  of  those  pre- 
,  sent,  slthough  they  had  cost  more  than  four 

times  its  price." 
j      Nores  avd  Qukries:    "What  Intending 
tourist  will  now  start  without  stich  an  indis- 
I  pensable  companion  to  a  pleasure  trip?" 
GLASS  shows  buUet-marks  at  1200  yards,  a  man  at  3i  miles, 
M,    All  the  above  Glasses  respecUvely,  bearing  the  registered  trade-marks, 
"Reconnolterer,"  and  "  Hythe,"  are  only  to  be  had  direct  trom 

SALOM  &  CO.,  88,  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh. 

No  Agents  of  any  kind  anywhere. 


MR.  TENNANT,  GEOLOGIST,  149,  STBAND,  LONDON, 
W.G.,  gives  Practical  Instrucdon  in  Mlneralc^y  and  Geology.    He  can  also  supply 
Elementary  Collections  of  Minerals,  Rocks,  and  Fossils,  on  the  following  terms:— 

100  Small  Specimens,  in  cabinet,  wltli  three  trays £2    2    0 

•200  Specimens,  larger,  in  cabinet,  with  five  trays 5    8    0 

300  Specimens,  larger,  in  cabinet,  with  eight  drawers 10  10    o 

400  Specimens,  larger,  in  cahinet,  with  twelve  drawers    ....      21    0    0 
More  extensive  Collections,  to  illustrate  Geology,  at  50  to  100  Guineas  each,  with  eveiy 
requisite  to  assist  those  commencing  the  study  of  this  interesting  science,  a  knowledge  of 
which  affords  so  much  pleasure  to  the  traveller  In  all  parts  of  the  world. 

*  A  Collection  for  hive  Guineas  which  will  iUostrate  the  recent  works  on  Geology  by 
Anated.  Buckland,  Jukes,  Murchison,  Phillipe,  and  especially  the  new  edition  of  Lyell's 
'  Elements,'  contains  200  Specimens,  in  a  cabinet,  with  nve  trays,  comprising  ihe  following, 
viz. :— Minerals  which  are  either  the  components  of  Rocks,  or  occasionally  imbedded  In 
them:— Quartz,  Agate,  Chalcedony,  Jasper,  Garnet,  Zeolite,  Hornblende.  Augite,  Asbestus, 
Felspar,  Mica,  Talc,  Tourmaline,  Calcareous  Spar,  Fluor.  Selenite,  Baryta,  Strontio,  Salt, 
Cryolite, Sulphur,  FlumbJigo,  Bitumen.  Jet,  kc  Nathr  Metals  or  Mctallifkrocu  Mwe- 
bals:  these  are  found  in  masse*,  in  beds,  or  in  veins,  and  occasionally  in  the  beds  of  rivers. 
Specimens  of  the  following  Metallic  Ores  are  contained  in  the  Cabinet:— Iron.  Manganese, 
Lead,  Tin,  Zinc.  Copper,  Aniimony,  Silver,  Gold,  Platina,  tc.  Rix}KS:— Granite.  Gneiss, 
Mica-slate,  Porphyry.  Serpentine.  Sandstones.  Limestones,  Basalt,  Lavas,  kc  Paljeozoic 
FosaiLS,  from  the  Llandeilo,  Wenlock,  Lndlow,  Devonian,  and  Carboniferous  Rocks.  Secok- 
DABY  FoflSiLS,  from  the  Trias,  Lias,  Oolite,  Wealden,  and  Cretaceous  Gronpsi  Tbbtiary 
Fossils,  trom.  the  Woolwich,  Barton,  and  Bracklesham  Beds,  London  Clay,  Crag,  he. 
In  the  more  expensive  Collections  some  of  the  Specimens  are  rare,  and  all  more  select. 

IKTEBESTIKO  and  EXTEKBIYS  COLLECTIOK  of  MINEBAL8  for  BALE. 
Mr.  Tbvxamt  bought  at  the  Stowe  Sale  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  Collection  of  Minerals, 
whldi  he  has  greatly  enriched  by  a  Collection  of  Coloured  IMamonds,  Gold  from  Canada, 
Wales,  California,  Australia,  and  many  other  specimens  of  great  value  obtained  from  the 
Exhibitions  of  1861  and  1862.  The  Collection,  consisting  of  3000  Specimens,  Is  hi  two  cabi* 
nets,  each  containing  thirty  drawers,  with  a  glass  case  on  the  top  for  large  specimens,  price 
2000I.  This  collection  Is  well  adapted  for  any  public  Institution,  or  persons  engaged  in 
Practical  Geology. 
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WORKS  ON  NEALTN'RESORTO,  0LIMATE8»  AND  WATERS. 

BY  EDWm  LEE,  M.D., 

MenJber  of  Seceral  Medical  Academies  and  Societies* 

NICE  AND  ITS  CLIMATE.    Price  3«.  6(i 

NICE  ET  SON  OLIMAT.    Second  Edition.    Nearly  ready. 

MENTON  AND  SAN  REMO.    Price  1#. 

THE  SOUTH  OF  FRANCE  (Hy^res.  Cankes,  Patt).    Second  Edition. 
Price  3«. 

SPAIN  AND  ITS  CLIMATES.    Price  3«.  60. 

BATHS  OF  GERMANY.    4th  Edition.    Price  7s. 

BATHS  OF  NASSAU  (eepamtely).    Price  2«,  6d, 

BATHS  OF  FRANCE  AND  SWITZERLAND.    (Fourth  Edition,  pre- 
paring for  PublioatioD.) 

WATERING-PLACES  OF  ENGLAND.    Fouriii  Editi(»i.    Price  7t*  Cd. 


London :  W.  J.  Adams,  59,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. ;  CexmCHiLL  k  Sons,  New 

Burlington  Street,  W. 

Palis :  Galiqkani  &  Co.,  Rue  de  Riroli. 


VEVAY  (Switzerland). 

Dit  des  3  Couronnea* 
Metsn.  8CH0TT  ft  CO.,  Proprieton,  and  Suoeeiiort  to  Xr.  Xoniitt 

THIS  Large  and  First-class  Establishment,  situated  close  to 
the  Lake,  aflbixls  supeiior  accommodation  for  Families  and  Gentkn:en.  It  is 
extensively  patronised  for  its  comfort  and  cleanliness.  Persons  remaining  some 
time  will  find  this  a  most  desirable  Residence ;  and  from  October  15  to  June  1  they 
can  live  here  moderately  en  pension.  Reading-room  well  supplied  with  pApei-s. 
All  languages  spoken. 


CONTINENTAL  SCHOOL,  DRESDEN, 

7,  Striiye  Strasse, 

FI  A  PmsT^EATE  ESTABLISHMENT  for  YOUNG  LADIES, 
conducted  by  Madave  Dutel,  there  are  now  a  f^w  vacancies  fn  cooMqneni-e 
of  several  Pupils  having  finished  their  Edncation.  The  house  is  situated  in  one  of 
the  healthiest  parts  of  Dresden,  and  combines  more  of  the  comforts  of  an 
English  home  tbm  are  to  be  generally  met  with  in  a  Continental  School.  Eminent 
Masters  regnlarly  attend ;  German,  French,  and  English  are  alike  well  spoken ; 
and  the  best  classical  music  is  taught.  References  may  be  made  to,  and  Prospec 
tuses  obtained  from,  Hr.  A.  Rahsay,  45,  Norland  Square,  London,  W« 
May,  1865. 


1865.  MUKUAV'S  HANDBOOK  ADVKUTIsKh.  i? 

INTERLAKXN. 

Kept  by  J.  MULLER. 


1'^HIS  First-clasB  Establishment  has  long  been  renowned  as 

'*'      one  of  the  most  comfortable  f^nd  best  managed  Hotels  In  Switzerland. 

Beautifully  situated,  with  splendid  views  of  the  Jungfrau. 

Large  and  small  apartments.     The  principal  European  newspapers,  including 
the  *  Times'  and  *  Galignani.' 

Good  Table  and  active  Attendants. 


INTEBLAEEN. 

MULLEB,  Jun., 


ONE  of  the  largest  and  finest  Stocks  in  the  country.    Every 
attention  paid  to  orders.     Goods  forwardeil  to  every  part  of  the  world. 
Workshops  and  Show-rooms  close  to  the  Belvedere  Hotel. 


MONT-RIANT, 

Chemin  de  Georgette,  prefi  la  Gare, 

IiAUSANNE. 

TENUE  FAB  Mme.  LABGUIEB. 

Chambi-es  axi  Midi,  et  Vue  magnifique  sur  le  Lac,  les  Alpes,  et  le  Jura. — Facilite 
pour  les  Omnibus  de  la  Gare  et  des  Bateaux. 

Agreablea  Promenadef  dam  lei  EnvirbnB. 
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FLOR^CE. 

BRIZZI    AND     IsTlCCOLAI'S 
IMEiiisieal  lBstal>li<9liiii.eiit. 

PIANOFORTES,  OF^ls  BEST  MAKERS, 

FOR  SALE  AND  ON  HIRE. 

GENERAL    DEPOT  FOR  WIND-INSTRUMENTS. 
Italian  and  Voreiffn  Masio. 

Mutioal  Ijending  Library. 


PIAZZA  MADONNA. 
PAL.VZZO  ALDOBRANDINI. 


BRANCH  HOUSE  (Music  Dn-oT), 
la,  VIA  CERRKTANL 


Z  U  RJC  H, 

HOTEL    BELLEVUE    AU    LAC. 

Proprietor:  C.  GUYER, 

][HIS  splendid  and  admirably  conducted  establishment,  situ- 
ated on  the  »faore  of  the  Lake,  oommaDds,  by  its  unsurpassed  position,  the  heH  view  of 
the  Lake,  Alps,  and  Glaciers,  and  offers,  by  its  superior  internal  arrangements,  the  comrorts 
of  Private  Apartments  and  Public  Parlours,  with  careful,  civil,  and  quiet  attendants— all 
desirable  attractions  to  travellers  as  a  place  of  residence  or  of  temporary  sojourn. 

Pmtion  at  reduced  pricet,  and  arrangements  made  for  families  from  October  to  Jvig. 
Notice. — 195  Apaitmenta  facing  the  Jjake. 

FORWARDIIVO    LUGGAGE. 

FOR    THE    RECEPTION    AND    FORWARDING 
OF    LUQQAQE, 

Or  the  Purchase  and  Sending  Out  of 
British  Goods. 

Tourists  and  English  Residents  in  all  paiia  of  the  world  will  find  gi-eat  advantage 
in  applying  to 

G.     CATCHPOOL, 

SHIPPING  AQENTj 
63,   GREAT    TOWER    STREET, 
XiONBOK. 
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BEDFORD  HOTEL,  BRIGHTON, 

ESTABLISHED  1837, 

Offers  the  quietude  and  comforts  of  a  Private 
Residence. 

-^  18.  adaojiiac^eaualif  and  canuenientlif  situated. 

an  the.  /West  ^liff,  tematied  ftani  tke  noise  of 

the  taian. 


THIS  FIRST-CLASS  ESTABLISHMENT, 

:^if  conaldetaltle  antlaif.  and  catefid  atj^ajii^a" 
tixm,  has.  Lean  tendeted  eqiuiL  ta  the  teqjuiter 
menis.  of  the  dat^.  ^t  uulL  L^  found  ta  lie 
eifualhf  ecanamlc  uiith  minat.  estaldishments, 
cantLmed  uiith  the.  cettalnti^  af  camfatt  and 
attentian. 

THE  COFFEE-ROOM  IS  SPACIOUS  AND  APART, 

THE  WINES  ARE  OF  THE  BEST  QUALITY, 

And  the  Cnisine  is  under  the  management  of  an  experienced 
Chef  from  Paris. 


SMOKING  AND  BILLIARD-ROOMS 

are  provided  for  the  use  of  Besidents  and  their  friends ;  and 

Sea-water  Service,  fresh  with  the  Tide,  is  available. 


Telegraph  News  is  supplied  to  the  Hotel  several 
times  a-day, 

ITiere  being  a  Special  Office  on  the  Premises,  as  well  as  a  Post-office. 

EDWIN  TAYLOR,  Secretary  and  Manager. 


6j  ilUltRAV'd  HANbBOOk  AUVfiKlISER.  ^  M«jr, 

GENEVA.  (Switzerland). 

HOTEL  "de    L'fiCU. 

New  Proprietor,  GU STAVE   WOLFF; 

ALSO 

Proprietor  of  tHe  KOTBK  BTftOW,  near  VUleneiiTO. 


ri^UIS  unriyalled  and  admiiubly-conducted  Hotel,  newly  restored  hf  Mr.  WolfF* 
•1    has  long  enjoyed  an  extensive  and  high  reputation  among  TraTellei-s.  ' 

Situated  in  the  finest  part  of  the  Town,  and  facing  the  Lake,  it  oommands  a 
beautiful  View  of  the  Mountains  and  Environs* 

Its  acoommodation  is  of  so  superior  a  character  that  Tourists  will  find  it  a  highly 
desirable  place  of  residence  or  of  temporary  sojourn. 

Charges  very  Moderate,    Pension  for  the  Winter  Season. 

&oeU«nt  T^ble4*Edt« :  at  1  o'eloek  S fr.,  at  6  and 7  odock  4  fr. 

Nei^  Rbadino  and  Smokinq  Rooms. 


QENEVE. 

Hotel  Beau  Bivage  et  Angleterre. 

Kept  by  Messrs.  MAYER  and  KUKZ, 


THIS  splendid  Establishment,  just  constructed  on  a  grand  Scale,  has  the  advan- 
tage of  being 

THE  HOST  PLEASAVTLT  SITTTATSD  HOTEL  HT  GENEVA, 

ON  THE  QUAI  DU  MONT  BLANC, 

Near  the  English  Church,  the  Steamboat  Landing,  and  the  Railway  Station, 
surrounded  by  the  Jardin  des  Alps  and  delightful  Promenades. 

It  contains  130  well-ftimished  Bed  and  Sitting  Rooms  in  eveiy  variety,  and  bos 
15  Balconies;  from  its  delightful  Ten-aces,  and  from  each  Window  of  the  Hotel, 
Mont  Blanc,  the  Lake,  the  new  Bridge,  and  the  Town  can  be  seen  in  their  fullest 
extent. 

The  Charges  are  Moderate,  and  a  reduced  price  for  a  protracted  stay. 

Pension  in  the  Winter  Xontlis. 

Omnibus  to  and  from  the  Station  for  every  Train. 

TaBLE-D'HoTE   1,   5,   AND  8  O'CLOCK. 
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BAQNiRES  DE  LUCHON,  PYRENEES. 


Grand  Hotel  Bonne*Maison  et  de  Londres, 

Mr.  VIDAL,  Jun.,  Proprietor. 

Siiimted  opposite  the  Thei-mal  Establishment  or  Bath«TooiD8.  This  favourite  and 
f  irst-mte  Hotel  affords  extensive  aocommodation  of  the  best  description  for  a  large 
number  of  visitors.  It  is  dolightfullj  situated,  and  will  be  found  moat  comfoi'table 
for  Families  or  Gentlemen. 

BRUSSELS, 

THE  GRAND  HOTEL  DE  SAXE,  Bue  Xeuve,  77  and  79, 
Is  admirably  Bltnated,  near  the  Boulevards,  Theatre^  and  Kail  way  Stations.  Flz<*d 
prices :— Break&Jit,  Ut ;  Table^'bdte  at  5  o'clock,  af. ;  Sitting-rooms,  Sf.  to  lOf. ;  BedroomK. 
l}f.  to  3f.  Excellent  wines  and  good  attendance.  The  EngU^  four-horse  mail-coach  starts 
from  tills  Hotel  for  Waterloo  every  morning  at  half-past  nine. 

S£BVAin>,  Proprietor. 


MILAN. 

HOTEL  GRANDE  BRETAGNA, 

C0B8U  DEIXE  VALLA, 

Near  the  Cathedral,  in  the  centre  of  the  Ci^. 
This  old-established  Hotel,  much  improved  of  late,  is  clean,  comfortable,  and 
with  moderate  charges.     Newspapers,  Table-d'h6te,  and  Baths.     English  spoken. 
N.6. — The  Omnibus  of  the  Hotel  is  always  in  attendance  at  the  Railway  Station. 

M  ADR  I  D. 

HOTEL  DE  LOS  PRINCIPES,  Nos.  11  and  12,  Pnerta  del 
Sol.  In  this  establishment,  one  of  the  first  In  Europe,  and  frequented  by  the  nobility 
of  Spain,  France,  and  England,  the  Table-d'hCte  is  of  the  most  superior  description,  and  the 
apartments,  which  are  elegantly  furnished  and  decorated,  with  140  balconies,  have  a  good 
view  of  the  celebrated  Puerta  del  Sol,  and  the  Reading  Boom  Is  snppUed  with  the  principal 
papers. 

NAMUR, 

HOTEL  DE  BELLE  VUE.— Mr.  Henri  Prohlich,  Pro- 
prietor.—Among  the  Hotels  for  which  Belgium  Is  celebrated,  the  HOtel  de  Belle  Vue 
de  Namur  has  always  been  conaidered  as  one  of  the  best.  The  Pniprietor  spares  no  pains  to 
render  it  deserving  of  this  character,  and  to  make  English  Travellers  comfortable  on  reason- 
able terms.  Fixed  prices :— Bedrooms,  If.  60c.  to  2f..  according  to  the  floor;  Breakfast,  Ifj; 
Table-d'bOte,  it  This  hotel  Is  situated  in  the  most  healthy  part  of  the  town,  commanding 
a  fine  view  of  the  citadel  and  adjacent  country.  N.B.— There  Is  an  elegant  drawing-room, 
with  piano  land  music  for  the  special  use  of  visitors.  Hot  and  cold  baths  in  the  hou«e.  The 
Gnlsine  department  will  be  found  excellent,  and  the  Wines  very  superior.  An  Omnibus 
b«;longing  to  the  Hotel  conveys  paesengerv  to  and  (turn  the  Railway  Station  and  Steamboatfk 
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Toarists  a-dTraYellers, 

Visiton  to  the  Seaside, 

and  others  exposed  to  the  scorr.hlng  rays  of  the 
Sim  and  heated  parades  of  Dust,  will  find 

ROWLANDS'  KALYDOR 

a  most  refreshing  preparation  for  the  Com. 
plexion.  dispelling  the  cloud  of  languor  and 
rehixation,  allaying  all  heat  and  irritability, 
and  Immediately  affording  the  pleasing  sensa- 
tion attending  restored  elaslidty  and  health* 
ful  state  of  the  skin. 

Freckles.  Tan,  Spots,  Pimples,  Flushes, 
and  Discolouration,  fly  Ijefore  Its  application, 
and  give  place  to  delicate  clearness,  wtih  the 
glow  of  beauty  and  of  bloom.  In  caaes  of 
sunburn,  or  stings  of  insects,  its  virtues  have 
long  been  acknowledged. 

Price  As.  6d.  and  Hs.  6d.  per  Bottle. 

The  heat  of  summer  also  frequently  com- 
municates a  dryness  to  the  hair,  and  a  ten- 
dency  to  fall  off,  which  may  be  completely 
obviated  by  the  use  of 

ROWLANDS'  MACASSAR  OIL, 

a  delightfully  fragrant  and  transparent  pre- 
paration, and  as  an  invigoratorand  beautifier 
of  the  Hair  beyond  all  precedent. 

Price  3s.  6d.,  It.,  KX.  6d.  (equal  to  four 
small),  and  21«.  per  Bottle. 

WHITE  AND  SOUND  TEETH 
are  indispensable  to  Personal  Attraction,  and 
to  health  and  longevity  by  the  proper  mas- 
tication of  food. 

ROWLANDS'  ODONTO, 

OB,  PEAKL   DENTIVRICE, 

a  White  Powder,  compounded  of  the  choicest 
and  most  frof^rant  exotics.  It  bestows  on 
the  Teeth  a  pearl-like  whiteness,  frees  them 
from  Tartar,  and  imparts  to  the  Gums  a 
healthy  firmness,  and  to  the  Breath  a  pleasing 
fragrance. 

Price  2s.  9d.  per  Box. 

SOLD  AT 

20,  HATTON     QABDEN* 

LONDON; 
And  by  Chemists  and  Perfumers. 

V  Ask  for  *'B0WLAK]>*8"  Articles. 


HANDSOME  PRESENT. 


Now  Ready,  One  Volume  Sto,  18«.  cloth ; 
3U.  ed.  calf;  36«.  morocco. 

THE  BOOK 

OF  

COMMON  PRAYER 

Illustrated  with  Borders  and  Initial  Lettn» 

printed  in  red  and  Uack,  and  Historical 

Engravings  to  illustrate  the  Goapela. 

Edfted  wrrH  Notes  explaueikg  the  Oadu 

JlS3>  HiSTOBr  OF  THE  OfFICU. 

BY  REV.  THOMAS  JAMES,  MA. 


LIST  OP  ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Christ's  Entry  into  Jerusalem  Ang.da  FitsoUu 
St.  John  in  the  Wilderness     .    .    Overbeds 
Christmas  Day— The  NaUvity    .    BapkaA 
Sioning  of  St.  Stephen    ....    Hapkad. 

St.  John  Kvaogelist Bapkad. 

Flight  into  Egypt  .  .  .  Apq.  da  Fietdle, 
Adoration  of  the  Magi  ....  Jtaplhael. 
Infant  Jesus  In  the  'I'emple  .  .  Overbtck, 
Christ  healing  the  Blind     .    .    .    Pousstn. 

Mary  Magdalen Saphad. 

Judas  receiving  the  Money  Jtig.  da  Pitsole, 

'I  he  Last  Supper BapkaA 

Christ  before  Pilate Ovtrbeck. 

Good  Friday— The  CniclRxion    .    BapkaU. 

The  Entombment Bapkaef. 

Easter  Day— The  Resurrection   .  Bapkaei. 

'ITie  Good  Shepherd Ovtrbnk. 

Day  of  Pentecost BaphaeK 

The  Ascension Bapkaet. 

Miraculous  Draught  of  Fishes     .  Bapkad. 

The  Widow's  Son  of  Naiu      .    .  Om*cdl-. 

Tribute  Money Jfaeke. 

llie  Raising  of  Jairus's  Daughter  Overbeck. 

St  Andrew Bapkaet. 

St.  'i'homas's  Incredulity    .    .    .  BapkofL 

St.  Paul Bapkaei. 

Conversion  of  St  Paul  ....  Bapkad. 

Presentation  in  the  Temple  Fra  BarbJowfo. 

J  Annunciation  of  the  Virgin    .    .  Bapkad, 

St.  Mark Fra  Bartolonteo. 

St  Peter Bapkaa, 

I  St  Bartholomew Bapkad. 

\  St  Matthew Bapkaei. 

I  St  Michael Bapkad. 

I  St.  Luke Ovtrbeek. 

St  Simon  and  St  Jude  ....  Bapkaei. 

'  Not  surpassed  by  the  Ufe«eDgron!ng.  la- 
borious productions  of  those  good  old  trmn- 
scrlbers  in  cloistered  cells  of  the  past.'-> 
Morning  Post 
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PARIS. 


— »ov*:o 


HOTEL  DES  DEUX  MONDES 
ET  D'ANGLETERRE, 

8,  BDE  D'ANTIN, 

Near  the  Tnllerles«  Place  Tendeme»  and  the  Beulerardn. 


This  magnificent  first-class  Hotel,  recently  constructed  and 
elegantly  furnished  in  the  newest  and  most  fashionable  style, 
surrounded  by  gardens,  justifies  the  preference  accorded  to  it 
by  Families  and  Gentlemen  for  the  splendour  and  comfort  of 
its  Apartments,  its  excellent  Cuisine,  and  the  care  and  atten- 
tion shown  to  all  who  honour  the  Hotel  with  their  patronage. 

LARGE  AND  SMALL  APARTMENTS,  AND  SINGLE 
ROOMS,  AT  MODERATE  CHARGES. 

PRIVATE   RESTAURANT. 

SPLENDID   COFFEE-ROOMS,   SALOONS,   READINB   AND 
SMOKINB   ROOMS. 

LETTEB-BOX.    INTEBPBETERS. 

HORSES,  ELEGANT  CARRIAGES,  OMNIBUSES 

FOB  THE  RAtt.WAY8, 


MCKRAY'S  HANDBOOK  ADVEUTISEU 


ICaf. 


HISTOB7  OF  THB  YKHR  1864. 


Just  published,  in  8va,  price  18f^ 

THE    ANNUAL    REGISTER; 

A  REVIEW  OF  PUBLIC  EVENTS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD, 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1864; 

Being  the  Second  Volune  of  tat  ImproYod  BoriM. 

The  following  Critiques  upon  the  Volume  for  1863  heme  been  selected  from  a  nusnb^r 
of  favourable  Notices  •.'-' 

-  This  Is  the  first  of  a  new  and  improved  series,  upon  which  a  most  favourable  Judgment 
may  be  pronounced.    The  value  of  a  book  of  this  kind  cannot  be  over-estimated."— /*ra*. 

"  There  is  abundant  assurance  about  the  manner  and  method  of  Its  arrangement  to  prvre 
that  persons  well  up  In  literature  hav6  been  employed  to  put  it  together,  the  result  of  whkb 
i»,  tlutt  as  a  work  of  reference  it  will  be  invaluable."— A^'j  Messenger. 

**  In  its  improved  form,  tbe  '  Annual  Register'  will  be  welcome  to  all  who  wish  for  a  goo»l 
and  trustworthy  record  of  the  past  year."— Header. 

-  The  '  History  of  England'  has  benn  transformed  into  a  continuous  narrative  from  a  mere 
ubriilgment  of  liansard,  and  the  notices  of  foreign  countries  are  as  careful  as  ever." — S^pedatar. 

-  This,  the  latest  volume,  presents  many  Improvements Of  great  value  to  all  who  take 

an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  Nations."— /kii2y  Aews. 


London:  RIVINGTONS,  Waterloo  Place;  and  the  other  Proprietors. 

FAMILY  MEDICINE.  —  The  most  healthy 
Families  are  visited,  at  timep,  with  some  ailments,  and  at 
buch  times  no  medicine  can  be  resorted  to  with  more  perfect 
confidence  than 


PARR  S  LIFE  PILLS, 


Thix  esteemed  Medicine  Rives  immediate  relief,  withoat  th« 
fcli^ litest  puiu  or  iocouvenience.    Jieay  bo  had  of  any  Chemisk 
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Mr.  Murray's  Student's  Manuals 

FOR   ADVANCED    SCHOLARS. 


'This  series  of  Stubenib'  Makualb,  edited  for  the  most  part  by  Dr.  Wv.  Smith,  possess 
several  disUnciiye  features  which  render  them  singularly  valuable  as  educational  works. 
While  there  is  an  utter  absence  of  flippancy  in  them,  there  is  thought  in  every  page,  whicli 
cannot  fall  to  excite  thought  in  those  who  study  thexh,  and  we  are  glad  of  an  opportunity  of 
directing  the  attention  of  such  teachers  as  are  not  familiar  with  Uiem  to  these  admirable 
tchoolbooks:^The  Miueum. 


ENGIjAND  and  FRANCE. 

THE  STUDENT'S  HUME:  A  History  of  England,  from 
the  Earliest  Times.  By  DAVID  HUME,  corrected  and  continued  to  1858.  Woodcuts. 
Post  8V0.    It.  6ct. 

THE    STUDENT'S   HISTORY   OF   FEANCE.    From  the 

Earliest  Times  to  the  Establishment  of  the  Second  Empire,  1852.    By  W.  H.  PEAR- 
SON, M.A.    Woodcuts.    PostSvo.    7«.  6d. 

GILBECE  AND  ROME. 
THE  STUDENT'S  HISTORY   OF   GREECE.     From  the 

EarUest  Times  to  the  Boman  Conquest    By  WM.  SMITH.  LL.D.    WoodcuU.    Post 
8vo.    7«.  6d. 

THE  STUDENT'S  HISTORY  OF  ROME.  From  the  Ear- 
liest Times  to  the  Establishment  of  the  Empire.  By  DEAN  LIDDELL.  Woodcuta. 
Post  Svo.    Is.  6d. 

THE  STUDENT'S  GIBBON  :  An  Epitome  of  the  History  of 

the  DecUne  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.    By  EDWARD  GIBBON.  Woodcuts.  P08t 
8vo.    Is.  6cL 

GEOGRAPHY. 

THE  STUDENT'S  MANUAL  OF  ANCIENT  GEOGRA- 
PHY.   By  REV.  W.  L.  BEVAN,  M.A.    Woodcuts.    Post  8vo.    It.  60. 

IjAnguage  and  literature. 
THE     STUDENT'S     MANUAL    OF    THE     ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE.    By  GEORGE  P.  MARSH.    Edited,  with  additional  Chapters  and  Notes. 
Post  Svo.    It.  6d. 

THE  STUDENT'S  MANUAL  OF  ENGLISH  LITERA- 
TURE.  By  T.  B.  SHAW,  M. A.  Edited,  with  Notes  and  lUustraUons.   Post  Svo.  Is.  6(2. 

THE  STUDENT'S  SPECIMENS  OF  ENGLISH  LITERA- 

TURt:.    Selected  from  the  Chief  Wjutebs.    By  THOMAS  B.  SHAW,  M.A.    Edited, 
with  Additions.   Post  Svo.   7«.6d. 

THE  STUDENTS   GREEK  GRAMMAR.     By  Professor 

CURTIUS.    Translated  under  the  Revision  of  the  Author.    Post  Svo.    It.  6d. 

THE  STUDENT'S  LATIN  GRAMMAR    By  Wm.  Smith, 

LLJ).    Post  Svo.    1t.6d.  
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AXJUMAMXM  SXBBT,  lUj,  1MB, 

THE  mW  WOEKS  OF  THE  SEASON. 


PHE  ILIAD  OF  HOMER,  rendered  into  English  Blank 

i-   Yufli.    07  the  KARL  OF  DEEBT.    ftth  Edition,  leTiied.    a  toU.    6va    2te. 


LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  SIR  JOSHUA  REYNOLDS,  wrrn 

NoTiCB  or  HIS  0>NTEifPORjain&     Bj  C  R.  LESLIE,  RJL,  and  TOM  TATLOB. 
Fortnat  uid  UltutntioiuL    avola.    8vo.    42g. 

III. 

THE   ZAMBEZI   AND    ITS    TRIBUTARIES,    togbfhkr 

WITH  TBB  DnoovsRT  oT  LAKES  Sihkwa  AUb  Ktassa^  1858-94.    By  DAVID  amo 
CHARLES  LIVINGSTONE.    Haq^  and  lUustimUoos.    8to. 

THE    GOTHIC    ARCHITECTURE    OF    SPAIN;    from 

PiaaoKAL  Obsbbvatioxs  in  that  Oouktbt.    Oy  G.  E.  STREET,  F.8LA.    With  SS 
Flans  and  100  lUostntlonflL    Medium  8vo.    60t. 

V. 

THE  THIRTY  YEARS'  WAR;  Lives  of  the  Warriors  or 

THE  If  TH  Cbntubt.    By  UEUT.-GEN.  HON.  SIR  EDWARD  C(JST.  D.aL.    2  vols. 
Grown  6vo.    ie«. 

THE  HOLY  SEPULCHRE  *  AND  THE  TEMPLE  AT 

JERUSALEM:  Two  Lectnres  delivered  at  the  Royal  lD8atatioD,tn  1862  and  1866. 
By  JAMES  F&tGU680N,F.RS.,&0.   Woodcats.    Bro,    U.9d. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED  FAMILY   TESTAMENT.    Edited 

with  a  Bhort  PBAdncAL  Cohhbkakt.  By  ARCHDEACON  CHURTON,  M.A..  and  Ber. 
W.  BASIL  JONESt  MJL  With  110  Views  of  Sdbjects  and  Placbs  mentkned  ia 
the  Sacred  Text,  from  Sketches  and  Photographs,    2  vols.    Grown  8to.   aos. 


DOO-BREAKINO :  the  most  Expeditious,  Certain,  and  Easy 

Method.    With  Odds  and  Ends  for  those  who  love  the  Dog  and  Gun.    By  M^or-Genen^ 
HUTCHINSON.   Fourth  Edition.   With  addiaonallHastzaUons  I7  Ketl.  Grown  8vo. 


ELEMENTS  OF  GEOLOGY ;   or,  the  Ancient  Changes  of 

the  Earth  and  iU  Inhabitants,   ss  illustrated   by  Geological  Momanents.     ^y  Sir 
CHARLES  LTELU  Bart.,  FJEL3.    Sixth  Edition.    With  770  Woodcuts.    8vd.    18s. 
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THE  MEW  WORKS  OF  THE  SEASON— <»««m«i 


z. 
ADVENTUBES   OF  ARMINIUS  VAMBERY  IN  TUBE- 

ISTAN,  WHZU  TBAvsLuvo  or  TBS  DiBQum  o#  A  Dbsvuh,  in  1863.  Map  and 
lUnstiaUoDa.    8yo.    SU. 

XI. 

BESEABCHES  INTO  THE  EABLY  HISTOBY  OF  MAN- 
KIND, and  tha  Development  of  avillxation.   By  £.  B.  TYLOIU   lUutntttooa.   8tow 

12lL 

xn. 
EPHEMEBA.  By  LOBD  LYTTELTON.  Post  8vo.  10#.  6d. 

ZIII. 

THE  MODEBN  VASABI ;  A  New  History  op  Painting  in 

ITALY,  from  new  materlala,  recent  reeearcbea,  and  peraooal  inspection  of  ttie  Works 
of  Art  in  that  Country.  By  J.  A.  CROWE  and  Q.  B.  CAVALGASELLB.  With 
TO  Illustrations.    2toI8.    8ro.    42^ 

ziv. 

THE  SIBEBIAN  OVEBLAND  BOUTE,  FBOM  PEKING 

TO  FETERSBUSa.  By  ALEXANDER  MIGHIE.  Map  and  lllusUatlonB.  8to. 
16c 

XV. 

MODEBN  WABFABE  AND  MODEBN  ABTILLEBY. 

By  Colonel  MAGDOUOALL.    With  Flans.    FMt8vo.    laf. 

XVI. 

POEMS.  •By  The  Bight  Hon.  SIB  E.  BULWEB  LYTTON, 

Bart.,M.P.    New  Edition.    FiostSTa    10f.6dL  «... 

XVII. 

THBEE  MONTHS'  BESIDENCE  AT  NABLUS;  with  an 

account  of  the  MonsBH  SAVAuiAMa.  By  ReT.  JOHN  MILU3.  Illustrations.  Post 
8T0.    10f.6d. 

xvni. 

THE  MUSIC   OF   THE  ANCIENTS;   particularly  of  the 

AaenrHAHB^  EGTrrtAin,  and  Hsanwa  By  CARL  ENQeL  With  100  mastxmUons, 
Sva    16t. 

.      XIX. 

A   NEW  HISTOBY  OF   MODEBN   EUBOPB;   from  the 

Taxivo  or  CoNSXAiniHorLK  bt  m  Tdreb,  to  the  Ctoas  ov  the  War  or  thjb  Obimsa^ 
145»-186T.   ^  THOa  H.  DTER.    With  Oopious  Index.    4to1s.    Sva    60t. 

THE  BBITISH  ABMS  IN  NOBTH  CHINA  AND  JAPAN. 

By  Staff  Surgeon  RENNIE.    FOatSra    lac 
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GENEVA. 
No.  2,  PLACE  DBS  BERGTJES. 

GEO.  BAKER, 

ENGLISH    CHEMIST   &    DRUGGIST. 


PRESCRIPTIONS  CAREFULLY  PREPARED.    ALL  KINDS  OF  PATENT 
MEDICINES  AND  PERFUMERY. 

HomoBopathio  Preparations.    Soda  and  Saratoga  Water. 


Owing  to  the  facilities  accorded  by  the  '  Posies  Federales^  Medicines 
and  Preparations  of  all  kinds  are  forwarded  with  the  greatest  despatch 
and  safety  to  all  parts  of  Switzerland  and  the  CJontinent. 


GENEVA. 

HOTEL  DE  LA  METROPOLE. 

CONDUCTED  B7  MR.  WILLIAM  WOLBOItD. 


This  large  and  excellent  Establishment,  situated  in  the  most  favour- 
able quarter  of  the  town,  opix)site  the  English  Garden,  and  near  all  the 
principle  edifices,  enjoys  the  finest  view  of  the  Lake,  in  its  full  extent, 
and  contains  200  most  elegantly  furnished  Bed  and  Sitting-rooms  in 
every  variety. 

A  beautiful  Reading-room,  where  all  the  chief  English,  American, 
French,  and  German  Newspapers  are  to  be  found,  with  a  spacious  Cotuv 
and  Smoking-room  ;  in  short,  every  comfort  travellers  may  expect  from 
a  first-rate  Hotel,  is  at  tlieir  disposition. 

The  House,  by  its  good  ventilation,  is  exceedingly  cool  in  summer, 
and  in  winter  is  well  heated  by  large  stoves. 

Charges  very  moderate,  and  Pension  during  the  winter. 

Table-d'hote  three  times  a  day,  at  4  fcs.  each  person,  at  1,  5,  anti 
7. o'clock. 

Omnibuses  belonging  to  the  Hotel  to  and  from  the  Station  for  even- 
train. 

Private  Carriages  and  Cabs  always  ready. 


1865.  MOBRAT'S  HANDBOOK  ADVERTISER.  69 

GENEVA. 


HOTEL    DES    BERGUES. 

The  Hotel  has  a  splendid  and  nnlDtemipted  view  of 
THE  IiAKE,  MOin?  BLANC,  AND  THE  ALPS. 

MESSRS.  WACHTER^ND  ADRION, 

Grateful  for  the  patronage  they  have  ei\Joyed  for  the  last  four  years  firom  all  classes  of  tra- 
vellers, beg  to  inform  their  friends  that  the  experience  gahied  in  that  time  has  enabled  them 
to  Improye  the  accommodation  and  arrangement  of  their  hotel  in  such  a  manner  that  few 
similar  establishments  can  compete  with  it  in  comfort.  The  cellar  is  unrivalled  for  the 
quality  of  the  wines  and  the  moderation  of  the  prices.  The  kitchen  department,  placed 
under  the  care  of  one  of  the  most  celebrated  cooks  from  Paris,  is  not  surpassed  in  Europe, 
while  the  charges  for  table-d'h6te  and  dinners  2k  la  carte  are  fixed  at  the  lowest  scale  com- 
patible with  the  excellence  and  variety  of  the  viands  supplied  and  the  elegance  of  the 
service. 

.  The  principal  object  Messrs.  Waciitbr  and  Adsion  desire  to  attain,  under  their  constant 
personal  superintendence,  is  to  render  the  HOTEL  BES  BESOTTES,  hy  the  comfort 
it  aflfords,  both  to  families  and  single  travellers,  one  of  the  best  on  the  Gonthient 

The  Omnibus  of  the  Hotel  is  in  watting  at  the  Railway  Station  at  the  arrival  of  all  the 
trains,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Hotel  is  at  the  same  time  in  attendance  to  take  charge 
of  the  baggage  of  travellers.    Comfortable  Bath  Establishment  in  the  Hotel. 

Geiheva,  May,  1865. 

THUN  (Switzerland). 

HOTEL   De]TeI.LEVUE. 

npHIS  old  and  celebrated  Establishment  is  situated  in 

^  the  midst  of  a  magnificent  Park,  surrounded  by  moat  picturesque  glaciers 
and  mountains,  at  the  foot  of  which  extends  the  beautiful  lake  of  Thoune. 
The  Park  contains  the  English  Chapel,  as  well  as  Reading  and  Billiard  Rooms,  and 
the  Exhibition  of  the  objects  of  Swiss  Sculpture  and  Art  from  the  Studio  of  Mr. 
Wald  ;  so  that  families  who  desire  to  make  a  lengthened  stay  at  Belleyue  will 
find  there  every  comfort  belonging  to  a  fiiist-class  establishment. 

IHreetor,  Mr.  WALD,  Snocessot  to  Mr.  Enechteiiliofer. 

LUXEMBOURG. 

h6tel  de  cologne. 

Proprietor,  Mr.  WURTH  FENDIUS. 

npHIS  Hotel  is  of  the  first  class,  and  is  situated  in  the 

•*  centre  of  the  town.  The  accommodation  is  both  commodious  and  com- 
fortable, and  the  prices  on  the  most  moderate  scale. 

Excellent  Cuisine  and  fine  Wines.    Private  Carriages  belonging  to  the  Hotel.    An 
Omnibus  of  the  Hotel  at  the  Station  for  the  aiTival  of  all  Trains. 
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SCIENCE  AND  ART  DEPARTMENT 

or  TBI 

€ammitttt  of  €anmil  an  €timKtxan, 

SOUTH    KENSINGTON. 


'PHE  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 
oatioQ  have  passed  the  following  Minute  on  this  subject, 
and  invite  the  attention  of  travellers  and  tourists  to  it  The 
object  which  the  Department  has  in  view  would  be  much 
aided,  if  such  travellers  would  have  the  kindness  to  send 
notes  of  any  remarkable  objects  which  may  not  be  described 
in  'Murray's  Handbook;'  the  notes  being  made  out  in  the 
following  form,  and  sent  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  '  Secre- 
tary, South  Kensington  Museum,  London,  W. :'  letters  so 
officially  addressed  may  be  sent  unpaid ;  and  printed  forms 
will  be  supplied,  if  written  for, — Form — 1.  Subject ;  2.  Lo- 
cality ;  3.  Site ;  4.  Description ;  6.  Date ;  6.  Condition ;  7. 
Dimensions ;  8.  Beference  to  any  fuller  account  published  or 
otherwise. 

At  South  Keniingtonf  the  first  day  of  December,  1864. 

By  the  Eight  Honourable  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Moct 

Honourable  Privy  Council  on  Education. 

Reproduction  of  Examples  of  Architeotnral  Decoration. 

I.  My  Lords  take  into  oonMderation  what  additional  examples  of  Archi- 
tectural Decoration,  as  well  of  British  as  of  Foreign  origin,  it  is  desirable 
should  be  obtained  to  complete  the  collections  in  the  So€TH  KsNBiiraTON 
Museum,  and  with  this  view  they  desire  to  have  the  advantage  of  the 
advice  and  suggestions  of  the  Institute  of  British  Aichiteots,  the  Archi- 
tectural Museum,  and  the  aiohitectural  prafession  generally. 
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II.  The  objects  of  Decorative  Art  especially  referred  to  are : — 

a.  OmameQtal  Sculpture  in  Marble^  Stone,  or  Wood. 
h.  Wall  Decorations  in  Painting,  MoBaic,  &c. 

c.  Hammered  and  Chased  Metal-work. 

d.  Ornamental  Pavements  in  Mosaic,  Encaustic  Tiles,  Ac. 
6.  Examples  of  Stained  Glass. 

in.  It  is  desirable  that  the  objects  should  be  the  finest  specimens  of 
their  class,  complete  in  themselves,  and  not  too  large  for  exhibition ;  and, 
by  vray  of  illustration,  it  may  be  stated  that  casts  have  heen  obtained  of 
Archbishop  Grey's  Tomb  from  York  Cathedral,  the  Priors'  Gateway  in  the 
Cloisters  of  Norwich  Cathedral,  the  Singing  Gallery  in  Exeter  Cathedral, 
the  Pulpit  of  Giovanni  Pisano  from  the  Baptistery'  at  Pisa,  the  Qhiberti 
Bronze  Gates  at  Florence,  and  the  like. 

lY.  The  finest  typical  works  in  Stained  Olass  and  Mosaics  might  possibly 
be  reproduced  in  materials  like  the  original,  and  the  same  observation 
applies  to  Hammered  Iron-work.  Other  reproductions  may  be  obtained  by 
means  of  Casting,  EUectrotyping,  and  large  oopies  by  Fainting  and  otherwise. 

Y.  In  respect  to  objects  of  Northern  Mediasval  and  Renaissance  Ait,  in 
which  the  varieties  of  style  are  very  numerous,  it  would  be  desirable  to  form 
in  the  first  instance  a  list  of  a  few  of  the  finest  exam'ples  which  illustrate 
each  epoch  of  the  Art  and  each  class  of  Art.  And  in  the  formation  of  such 
a  list,  the  experience  of  the  different  Architectural  Societies  aild  Architects 
would  be  of  the  highest  utility. 

YI.  Besides  making  a  collection  of  such  reproductions  as  proposed,  to  be 
exhibited  in  the  Museum,  My  Lords  will  cause  to  be  compiled  general  Art 
Inventories,  briefly  naming  the  most  Temarkable  objects  which  are  known 
to  exist,  and  showing  the  locality  and  site  where  they  may  be  seen  and 
studied.  Photographs  may  be  added  occasionally  to  illustrate  these  inven- 
tories. 

YH.  These  inventories  will  be  kept  in  type  to  admit  of  revisions  and 
additions,  and  only  a  few  oopies  will  be  printed  from  time  to  time.  Copies 
will  be  sent  to  the  Architectuial  Societies,  and  to  any  Architects  who  may 
apply,  and  be  willing  to  contribute  notices  in  aid  of  their  completion. 

By  order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education. 

HEITBY  COIiE,  Beoretary. 
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THE  ORIGINAL  PASSPORT  AGENCY. 


LEE'S  POLTOLOT 

WASHINa 

BOOKS, 

(To  save  the  trouble 
of  translating 
WaahlnflT  Bills). 

For  Ladies  or 
Gentlemen. 

IK 

BnglUh  A  FrtMh. 

BngliA  A  Oermctn. 

BngliA  A  Italian, 

SnalUh  A  SpaniOi. 

BnglUk  A  PortugtuH, 

SPONGE  BAGS, 

XETAIUG 
SOAP  BOXES. 

KNAPSACKS. 
FLASEa 


PASSPORTS 

Procured,  mounted  on  linen,  and  Inserted 
in  morocco  cases^  stamped  with  coronet  or 
name  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  forwarded 
by  post. 
Viaas  obtained  and  information  given. 

The  latest  editions  of  HxmKAT'a  Havd- 
BooKS  kept  in  the  original  binding,  and  in 
limp  leather,  more  convenient  for  the 
pocket,  at  2«.  a  volume  extra. 

Trust  woRTBT  GouRBiRitB  akd  Trathxisio 
Sbbvaxts  can  be  engaged  at 


MOORE'S 

6SBHAK 

INTEBFBETEB. 

Witb  the  exftct 

pronunciatioTt  in 

English  in  asepai  ate 

^column.   S*  in  cloth, 

or  0«-  in  leather. 

MANUSCRIPT  &  I 
ACCOUNT  BOOKS. 

Ketallic  and  other 
Pocket  BooLs. 


ILttggage  lUbtls. 

DOOB  FASTEN  EBS. 


Patent  Inkstands 
and  light  Boxes. 

ELASTIC  BANDS 


LEE  &  CARTER'S 
GUIDE  AND   TRAVELLING    DEPOT, 

440,  WEST  STEAND,  W.O. 


SailwayBugSy 

STRAPS, 
Cottniet  138gs« 

XOHXT  BA08  ft 

BELTS. 

PUBSEQ, 

WALLETS,  AND 

SOVEREIGN 
CASES. 

TBAVCLUNa 
TELESCOPES, 

CTonijiaMnfv 
and  Speetaolflt. 


TWO  D00B8  WEST  OY  TBB  LOWTHSB 
AROASB. 

Where  an  extensive  Collection  of 

GUIDES,   HANDBOOKS,    MAPS, 

OBAKKABS,  IHTEBPBETEB8, 

WORD   AND  PHRASE  BOOKS 
In  most  of  the  Continental  Languages,  and 
every  article  necessAry  for  home  andforeigu 
travel  is  kept  in  great  variety. 


ALL  THE  NEW  AHD  8TAHDABB 
BOOKS  FOB  BAILWAY  BEADDTO. 


MOROCCO   AND    RUSSIA    ROLL-UP 
WRITING    CASES. 


Foreign  Paper, 

ENVELOPES,  &c» 

Pocket  Pen 

AVD 

KELLER'S  AND 
LEUTHOLD'S 

UAPS 

OF 
SWITZERLAND. 

STDDER*S 
KOHTB  B08A. 


MAYR*S 

TnoL. 
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